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Introduction 

Memories of Syriill 
I was born March 24. 1960 In Damascus to a Syrian falher, Muy ..... a. !.etrawan, 
and an English mothel. Margaret EMn. My parents met during my father'. stu· 
dent days when he was earning tm. advancrd Unj� .. 1ty degrees in England He 
studied artificial inlel1ig.ence and computer programmi ng at the Boots Institute 
in Nottingham. While in Nottingham he met my mother and married. Their """ , 
nage was not One made in he3voen. My father U.me ",om .. Mu�im nation and, 
while not a practicing MusHm or p<lrticularly .el�us, was OOse<Vant. My 
mother Wlmt 10 the Church of England and W<1' rai� in a Judeo-Christian cul_ 
ture although, like myfalher, she wasn't p.trtirul,ulyre1igiou!; either 

My sl;tnd,ud joke is thai my mothe. and fdhe. we ... gamble •• , a I."it that 
they pilssed 10 their Children. Th;!.t my pa�ts played genetic dice and ume up 
winners; th"nks to my father. from the waist down I was a Bedouin ATab and. 
thanks to my mo ther. flom the waist up I was an orthodOlC British gentleman. 
You laugh, but this is a dangelou • ."arne. You certainly don'l wanl to get the ge­
netic blueprint m'Ked up Or revene the COrlect � orde!. A British gentl eman 
from the wai.t downrThatwould be a disaster. 

My fathe! was quite clever and earned a scholarship plogram whereby his 
western edUcatiOl1 was paid for by the Syrian State. In .dum, afierhecompleied 
hi. studies my parent. went 10 Damascu., where myfathe! was obl;ged to serve 
as an officer In Ihe Syrian military for a few yea,.; a. repayment for h i •• tudent 
loans. 

The Sei.awan family was �ked that my father brought home a bride, ... pe­
cially without the family's permission_ NO doubt he did not ask be<:ause he would 
have been refused. In so doing my father invoked the ancient tradition of seeking 
forgi�ness lather than permission. His new bride had numelO\U stri�es a9iin.t 



her: she was not MlIslim; .h .. did not .peak Arabic and eertainly .uffered from 
cultur .. shock. Nor did she �ndear her .... 1f when her first-born wa!i a daughter, my 
sister Rund;t. f()rtunat .. ly, with my bIrth, a son, an Wa!i forgi""'n. My mother's po. 
sltion I!terally went from near-outcast to queen overnight. This fortuitous event 
work .. d we!! fer both of us 

In Damascus. our family lived in an apartm .. nton the ground f\ooT of a large 
apartment buik!ing with its own internal courtyard. The apartments were 
mainly (IOCupied by .. wtended Seirawan family members. E""'ry<:lne fretted over 
all the oth .. rs. k�ping a careful lookout npe<:ially for th .. young_ Meals were 
communal affai�. as were shopping. cleaning. schooling. holidays and the like. 

I was a big baby. n .. arly nine pounds. wher .. a. my mother. a .Iight woman at 
'M:' feet. siw inchn tall and barely over on .. hundred and ten pounds. had to keep 
tabs on my sist .. r and m ... as well as oth .... in our family apartment comple)(. Sh .. 
learned to speak Arabic. wore the Hi}ab, the headstarf for wom .. n, and passed for 
a local It was cu.tomal)' fer friend. and stranger. to .top and prai .... you� truly. 
"No." my mother wollid say .• hahng her head .adly, "he i. sickly and under­
welghL" Tn;,. cu.tomal}' re.ponse was Intended to ward off the Evil E� and not 
to atlract atterrtion. 

My .. arlie.t two memories, and indeed the only ones from Syria. consist of 
ple.ullre and pain. I thought they were myths cr .. ated in my imagin;l.tion. but my 
parents confirmed them. The ple.uurable memory beg;ns in the living room of 
Our apartment on the carpeted floor. On a table that was too high an unreach_ 
abl .. bo>e of chocolates r .. sided. Able to resist everything eweept t .. mptation, I 
wondered how to get the box. My solution was to tug the table cloth and keep 
pul�ng to the point that the choro4te OOW fell off the table. along with ...... 1}'­
thlng el .... on the table doth_ t then took the 00)(. hid my .... 1f behind the cOllch 
and ate them all. r"", had a love affair with chocolates ever since. 

My s«ond memory is again being on the carpeted living room floor playing 
"bI<X:h- with another child from the complex. t looked up at the wall and saw 
erach starting to appear. then a sudden and sharp pain happened to my ribs. In 
mid·air as the wall collap .... d, t looked behind me to tl)' to IInde�tand who or 
what caused the sharp pain to my ribs and wa. shockt'd to discover it was my 
mothe •. That was the end of my memol}'; the whol .. of It 

later my mother ewplaint'd what had happened. The courtyard needed re­
pailS with th .. se.vlces of a bundozer. Du.ring the height of the day's heat the 
driver took a nap. Du.ring his rest hi. kn� hit the gea�hift. and the bulldozer 
.lipped into neutral It began to ron down and away from the courtyard, crashing 
into our apartment building. smashing through the wan and stopping in our 
living room. The bulldozer came to rest directly on top of Our play bloch. My 
mother had grabbed me with one arm and my playmate with the other. snatch­
ing us sharply moment. before the wan would ha"", toppled down upon uS both. 

Pleil5ure and pain_ A common twinning. 



Introduction 

Again, It should be mentioned that In our apartment b uilding the familie5 wefe 
all ,-ather large with numerou. children; mOifortune with a Io.t chnd or even a Io.t 
mother was not uncommon in those daY'. In one family, a mother to..t her life duro 
ing delivery and the child. a gir� Haifa was born. � families 93-the",d and de· 
dded, collectively, that my mother, who will. nuning me, was ako to be given the 
duty of nuning Haifa. In the Arab tradition a "mother"" is not ne<:essanly the birth­
mother but can be lhe one wh) gives milk. wh) nurses the child. In this situation. 
Haifa became a .Isle. to me and a se«md daughte. 10 my mothef. 

Ensland 
In the early 1960s. S)"ia Will. buffeted by social strife. Government leaders rose 
and fell. Military squads as wen as gangs with guns pal.oIIed the street� and my 
mother and fathe. became concerned th3t Syria was spiraling into sodal chaos. 
They decMied 10 leave Syria and return to England. It wasn't easy and Indeed at 
the time il was a dangerous undertaking. My father had a special pa..port 
thanb to his student and military careeTS. and was COI1sidered a vital per..m. J-ko 
needed special permission to leave the country. something hi. true pa.sport 
would not allow. He therefore bought pas.ports on the biacl market and the 
fami ly pretended to be British tou.is". On the way to the airport, we _re 
.temly told by my mother to speak Engli.h only, an in.tructlon thai neither my 
si.ter nOr I could remember. Our memory i.  only that we obeyed it, and the fam­
fly arrived in England on March 11, 1964-

My brolher Nabeel, Or rather Daniel. was born October 27. 1964. a few 
month. after OUr arrival In Nottingh3m. Nabeel or Nabil in Arabic means noble. 
Such a marvelou< ordinalion to start one's life would be wekamed one would 
think. My brother would h3ve none of il lhough. Virtually flom the time hecould 
speak. he Christened himself. "My name is Oaniel: he would poHtely say. "Aease. 
can me Daniel" If we called him Nabeel he would refuse us. and §OOn we would 
all can himOaniel. 

I relished England. Here memories spring to life easily. Early schooling. color­
ing boob. the joys of riding a scooter. playing oonkers. marbles. wellies (rubber 
boots). c limbing trees. hot waler bottles for bedtime and treacle pudding an 
come rushing to mind. It seems I was particularly adept a t  marbles, which my 
mot her despised. I'd come home every day wilh a podetful lhat I had won at 
..:hool flom the other boys. My mother would make sure I wenl to school with­
out any marbles, but I'd coo.i.lenlty come bac� with a poc�etful as I'd botrow a 
first mafble flom a friend and then .tart winnIng them from the other b¥- I 
haw ooe quite di.tinct memory; one boy frw.lraled with hOi losses threw hIs 
marble as far away as po.slbie In o.der not to lo..e. Not to be outdone I threw my 
marble after hi •. It was one of those Imp"'sibl1ilies. HI. marble went into a 
g"'>(I"�, as did mine. My marble (licked against his and j had won. My drcle of 
friends laughed for daY" 



CMU D" .. ", My Gom .. s with th .. World Chomp/olll 

My father had many fri .... d. hom his student daY' and one whom he liked 
\/ery mum would come for family gatherings, a certain Ken Whyld. They kept in 
contact wID! one another ror decade.. Toward. the end of his life K .... visited Se­
attle. where we all had lunch together. For those who don't know, Ken Whyld is 
considered a great ct-.e-.s historian, having co-author�d theOKjord Comp<lrlion to 
Chess. We live in a small world. 

The New World 
In 1967 my father was hired by Boeing. the famous ai.line manufacturer. which 
is how the family came to live in Seattle. arriving on June 1. 1967. We moved into 
a home in the Queen Anne Hill neighbo.hood. where I started on my path in the 
Ameritan educational system at Queen Anne Elementary School. 

Chess had no part in my life during this early period. My father �ked the 
game and tried to teach me. While attracted to the physical appearance of the 
piei:6. it was physical sports that held my fancy and In America I soared. Ameli­
tan football, baseball. dodge·ball. wrestling and bicycle riding were my new 
worlds. The days of scooten. marbles and conke" were loog gone. The New 
World offered new sports. and fdeOded they were all �xciting and wonderful. 

f was extremely athletic and a fast runner. Sprinting. hacl and f,..ld, and jump­
ing all told of a potentiaffy pl"omising ca ..... r. It was.,.,." before it began Within 
one year of OUr arrillal, In March 1968, my mother and fathe< -..panted and weI\' 
dlvor.:ed within a year. The children "�d with my mother and as the years passed 
my Arabic language skins melted away so completely that I now speak only a few 
words. In 1970, my mother married for the second time, to Richard Valance. A man 
as different from myfathe. as two people could possibly be 

Valance was a tall man. well over six f�t. bald-headed. a flaming red·beard 
and penetrating bille eyes. He had been born in Detroit. where he roamed with 
street gangs; a particularly """lent dash with rivals had cost his best friend his 
life. Valance felt he would be nelCt. He decided to lea� Amelita. went to Thailand 
and became a Suddhist monk. In Thailand fOI" the forsl time in his life, he was at 
peace. His spirits soared with his studies. and long per i ods of meditation 
brought him inner harmony. He was confounded when his Abbot told him he 
had learned all he could and that he was to return to Amelica, where his destiny 
awaited. 

In my father's ho:lmehold order reigned .upre_. Everything from sleep, 10 
bathing, to ..... aIs. to school, to playtime held a schedule. With Valana there was 
no schedule whatsoever and everything was played by ear. From Seattle, the family 
traveled (\(M'Il the Pacific (O<lStline through Ofegon to CaHfomia. settling in Palm 
Spmgs fo< a few months, then Corpus Christi, Texas and finally Virginia Beach, 
Virginia in 1970 became ow destination. Our constant moving played havoc with 
schooling. but wmehow I wasn't dl\'adfully impaded Within weeks I had caught 
up with my classmates. and my sports ability made me a favorite in class. 
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Of all the pI<lC"" _ sta.yed. I liked Vlrgfnia Beach the most. Now ft was my 
tum in heaven. The anme of the ocun was a sfren's call. I body-surfed and used 
a surfbo.ud as often as I ecruld. I had always loved .wimmlng. but it was in Vir· 
gini<l 6e<lCh that I really found my calNng.1 endeavored to help the lifl!9uards ar. 
best 1 (cruld and votuntee.ed to assi.t them al pool .. The be<lCh was my new 
�.ki 

How was it that the family moved to Virginia Beach,of all placesr Needless to 
say. my motheT's marriage to Valance had an unusual impact upon her. and 
suddenly he. interest in spirituality and mysticism flamed brightly. Meditation 
and mysticism were enormously attractive fields of interest to her. Guests to our 
home included yoga teachers. astrologists. numerologists, homeopaths. Bud­
dhists. Hindu� Bom-agaln Christians and folks from just about eve!)' walk oflife. 
The famous somnambulist Edgar Cayce, "The Sleeping Prophet: had set up the 
Edgar Cayce Association for Enlightenment (ARE) center in Virginia Be<lCh, and 
my mother felt a calling to go and .tudy there. Edgar Cayce would he dawn to 
rest and put himself in a nance and while "under" he spoke with a "voice" to 
help peeple CUrt themselves . Thou.ands of readings were ,ecorded with advice 
00 how to treat virtually every type of sickness and disease. My mother wanted 
to study the readings. The very fint day that we drOlle to Virginia Beach in our 
stali(m,w"'9O" we went to the .... RE center, and the fint person we met was Hugh 
Lynn Cayce, the SOn of Edga' Cayce, That very afternoon we were In our fint 
home, at Hugh lynn's invitation. 

In Virginia ee<lCh, I went to W. T. Cooke Elementary School and became a 
newspaper boy to urn a little ext'a money. I took my duties very seriously in· 
deed and delivered my newspapen during Hurricane lk-a. The winds against me 
_re so strong I couldn't pedal my bike, fTonl-loaded with plastic-bound news­
paper� which stood transfixed by powerful wind gusts as I tried to push my 
pedals dawnwa.d. I delivered my whole route by f()(lt. straining against the lash­
ing winds. My mothe. was absolutely beside he"elfwith worry as the hurricane 
gyrated a!iiinst our taped-<>pened windows. When I returned home she was" 
about to give me a good tongue-lashing untn she noticed that I was totally pale 
and as cold as an ice-<ube. She told me that I needed a hot bath and that I should 
get undressed as she prepared the tub. She turned on the cold water tap only, 
and as I dipped. my foot into the water I complained to her that .he had made it 
too hot. I drained. some of the water and again turned on the told tap. A half· 
hour later I drained. more water and turned on the warm tap this time and 
stayed In the bath for over an haul. Eventually. my body temperature returned to 
normal levels. I don't knowhow lowmy temperature actually fell. bul with hind· 
sight I was probably quite lucky that I hadn't done any permanent damage. (The 
family joke, of course, i. that serious damage was o1ooe.) 

I don't know where my competitive natule comes from. Whether in sports. 
school or as a newspaper boy,' endeavored to be best. Not just best. but e�cel-



Cheu Ouels: My Games with the World Chompiom 

lent Ye'I, I w�nted to win �nd not ju.t within the rule., but within the .pirit of 
the rule'l as _n. If I �II � refe"�e m�de a bad c�n, I would give the ban back to 
the other te�m, not �lw�ys endearing myself to my teammate'l in the pTOCe'I'. 
This �spir�tion for excellence got me in trouble in other ways as wen. Most often 
in Ihe c1as�room. An "A" or "M" while �pp.ec1ated wa�n·tenough,1 wanted one 
hund.ed pe.cent MOSt of my clas� were r�ted on � slMl.ing S(ale with the ex­
t.eme'l detennlning the Jette. gr�de. My scores d one hundred peocent _re 
resented. Oftentimes I w�s encou.�ged "not to get them �n right" o;spule'l I 
found fTU5tr�ling �nd vexing. Wh�twas the point? M�ny te�cher'l found w�ys of 
giving me ext.� homewmk or diffe.ent assignments, mostly book .eports. 

BiKk To Seilttle 
Ag�in, my very happy wa<ld was toued upside down in 1972. My mothel decided 
that �he had completed he. studie'l and research at the ARE Centel, hel maniage 
to Valance wasn't faring well, and it was time to letUIn to Seattle. I was heart­
btt*en. My memolies of Seattle welen't endearing; in particular, It rained a 
great deal and although it Is on the Pacific Coa.t I didn't .emember doing any 
surfing as there were 110 wa ..... in the Puget Sound I re�nted but failed, and the 
family Jl>OWd 10 Seatt"" in the �ummer of 1972 when the school year ended. At 
the time, I con.idered m�lf an outdoor. perwn; television had nttle intere'lt for 
me except if my favorite American football team, the Dalla. Cowl::>o(s. was play_ 
ing. That and prde .. \onaI Wfestling of COUr",," 

My wo .. t fea .. of Seattle were realized upon �rriv�I, HOt �ummer days were 
brief. Overcasl cloud!. common. The family wa�hed up on the �hores of lake 
Washington near Sand Point, an �.ea north-e<lsl of the Unive.sity District A few 
mile� turthe. north down the road, Sandpoinl W�y, wa� a "beach". A place on the 
lake where the.e wa� a l;u!Je noat Ih;l.t you could swim out to and dive hom, us­
ing the low and high diving·boa.d. This bXe'lide pal� with its picnic benche'l was 
my boring w4ce. When il rained. as it fTequently did, the chlldlen were .tuck 
indooo"s. 

Since m�ny of our belongings hadn't yet an;ved, the family too\( to visiting 
our up�lair� neighbor, Oavid Chapman, a paraplegic who had a wonderfultele­
vision on which we could watch the Olympic Games.. II was Oavid who taught me 
the peculiar game of ches .. �ere I tumbled badly trying to figure out the 
.trange hop. of the knight.. David defeated me ea.ily, and in o.der to get Com­
petition I would visit a coffee·.hop, -ow, La" Exit on Brooklyn, in the University of 
Washington di.trict, where other che!.. playe .. met to play blitz. (he.s had ar­
rived in my life. 

AI thi. point, I'd like to fi'>t forward by �Ix years to 1978179. My mother had 
manied for the third time, to a Hawaiian, Kelena Nabob. -ow, f�mi1y was now 
living in a condominium in a large comple>< on Rainiel Be�ch. this time not on 
the northern part of lake Washington. but on the most �uthern part, miles 
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away from downtown Seattle and �n further from the University of Washing· 
ton, whlch k north of downtown. I mention the latter point just to emphasize 
that anyone who was to study at the 'U-W" (locally pronounced as the "U·Dub"j 
would definitely not live in hin!oeT BeOlth ou that would be at leout 40 minutes 
away, with good traffic. from campus, 

� is untversally known, the British are the wo�t cooks in the world. and my 
mother is a particularly bright-shining e�ample of this truism. Her failing was a 
blessing. For purposes of self'preservation the children an learned to cool: well 
One day I came upon my mother in the kitchen, always a dangerous siogn. and 
suspiciously ouked her what she was doing. She explained that neighbors had 
just moved in below US and she wanted to make the new arrivals feel welcome 
and was therefure baking a pie. Needless to say, I was rather dubious and won· 
dered if after tasting the pie our new neighbors would ever be seen again. I 
""edn't have worried. Triumphantly, my mother toolc her pie downstall"s and 
Imocked on the door. A nice lady opened it. My mother dropped her pie on the 
floor and began clying. So did the other lady. They cried hard and openly, hug­
ging one another hysterically and with strength. It was Haifa. After nearly two 
decades apart. mother and daughterrKOgnlzed one another instantly. 

Haifa had married a man. Mohammed, who was studying at the Univers1ty of 

Washington. In a city of nearly one rmllion Inhabitant!;, Haifa came to live un­
derneath her mother. It is a stOI)' which If it came from a novel would be laughed 
at as ridiculous. Truly, life is strangerthan fiction. 

My Chess Careet" 
In 1979, my career rece� a huge boost when I won the World Junior Champi­
onship (under 21 years old) in Sltien, Norway. While I had saled the .anks in the 
US, it was thk result that brought me to the attention of organizers around the. 
world, and in Janual)' 1980' wou invited to the elite event in Wijk aan Zee, Hol­
land. � a rookie in the biog leagues how would I fa.el "Wijk" was a breakthrough 
event for me. t tied for firsl earning my final grandmaster norm in the process. 
Seven and a half years after taking up the game I beume a grandmaste., It was 
'1uitearide. 

Besides the grandmaster ti!le, Wijk aan Zee 1980 brought me something e�­
!Ta specia l as welL a deep friendship with Victor KOKhnoi that has lasted dec· 
ades. At that time Victor was the world's second hioghest·.anked player. He in­
vited me to won with him in his 198()-1981 Candidate Matches and wo.ld 
Championship campaign. We wor\ed hard. and thanks to him my chess lmowI· 
� soared. By the middle of the 19Il0l. qualified through the Interzonal cyde 
and became a Candidate (Monlpeltle.-198S). for the rest of my career I played in 
elite matches and �nts around the wo.ld. �tua1ly breaking into the .anks of 
the world's top ten players. 

In 1988, I started a chess milOfilzine,ln5id�Chns. whkh had a �Jve..yea'TUn, 



Chtu Dutl" My Comr. with tht WOfld Champion< 

I s.old tht busln .... s to Hanon Russell in 2001. During the 19905 playing on tht 
profe:§sional chess drcu1t while simultaneously running a bI·�kly magazint 
was hard work, and I was constantly busy and often qu1te tired It wasn't easy to 
find the time to train properly and prepare for duels with the world's best play· 
en. Oftentlm .... at tht board. found myself playIng on my fundamental knowl· 
edge of the gamt. No spectacular opening novelties from me - just hard·nosed 
chess. At tht end of 2003 I retired from the! toumament circuit, a 3O-plu5-j'\'ar 
car�r that brought me frirndships and wonderful memorie:<; from around the 

,,,, ... 
Mint has been a strange life, with lots ofsharpmow:s both to the left as_n 

as to the right. Journey with me now a. _ embark into the world of chess and to 
a spedal sphere: the world of the Wk MeetIng and competing with not just the 
best. but the best of the best, the World Champions. In my car�r I"W! been 
ble:<;sed. I haW! met and splken with Ma. fuwe and Mikhail Botvinnlk, analyzed 
with Robert Ja"""" fischer, and played ;>gainst Va�ily Smyslw, Mikhail Tal, Ti· 
gran Petrosian, Boris Spa�ky. Anatoly Karpov and Garry KasparO\l. That is nine 
out of the thirt�n World Champions. whose tine e�nds back to 1886 and 
Wilhelm Steinitz. It is in these duels. the ga"""" played at dassk;al time-wntrols 
against these champions, that I judge my playing career. Chess players often ask: 
'who was the best everr' as well as "who were the top ten?" The best of the besH 
UniVf!rsally. thr� names are always included on such lists: fischer. Karpov and 
KasparO\l. Not always. but sometimes, the lists indude Spassky. Smyslov and Tal 
as wen. Truly.' have lived in a time of giants.. 

Presenting the material in this boo!< raised awkward problems, to say the! 
least. Should I present the games in the chronologia.l order In which they were 
played? If I did that.' would find myself jumping bad: and forth from ont: plal"" 
to the neKt and would haW! difficulty giving a compl-ete picture of my opponents.. 
for example. my first game with a World Champion was in 1980, against Boris 
Spa .. ky, followed a month later by an encounter with Mikhail Tal, then a game 
with the reigning World Champion Anatoly Karpov, and s.o on, and so forth. with 
players getting constantly mi.ed around. 11 seemed best to oeatt a separate 
chapter for my duels with each player. In this way I could devote a fun chapter to 
giving an owraH Impre:<;s� of them as people, as well as d;scus�ing their che:<;s 
styles. 

That dedsion made. one logical approach was to present the giants ;n 
chronological order. starting with Paul Morphy and wolking my way through 
Wilhelm Steinih. Ernanuel lasker ... I would pause when I reached Vas�i1y Smys· 
1011. the! oldest giant with whom I dueled. five times. k�p going. eventually get­
ting to Bobby Fischer. Anatoly Karpov andGany Kasparov. However. such a pre:<;. 
entation didn't appeal to me. For one thing. I didn't have any games against 
Bobby. so after presenting chapters featuring games suddenly there would be a 
chapter with no games at all. More importantly. I was the product of the "Bobby 

" 
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fischer boom" in 1972. Bobby was the beginning of my UreeT. It was far more 
attractive and accurate for me to �tart with him. So I have. 

After Bobby, I gtve my impressions of Our great World Champions, trying to 
share my flTSt-hand and second·hand stories while reaching back into histo<y. 
With Vassity SmyslO\l. Mikhail Tal and Tigran Petrosian !"mon solid ground.. 

The bulk ofthls work focuses upon three players, Boris 5pass1cy. Anatoly Kar· 
flO" and Garry KaspaTOll. the three giants I played most ofte.1. There are two 
chaJ>\e" about Karpov: the first covering his reign from 1975 to 1985 and the 
se<:ond dealing with the period when he became the FIDE WOI"ld Champion 
"!lain. There are also two chapters about KasparO\l: the first coocems his reign 
from 1985 to 2000 and the second the "after death" when he loot his title to 
Vladimir Kramnik. I go backwards and forwards a great deal because I played 
against the players often and sometimes In the .ame event. Then ther e are 
break<; of many years before I duelN with them again. 

The greatest chess rivalry of all time was between Karpov and Kasparov. It 
lasted for decades, and between tt�m they played an unpreadented five World 
Championship matches. But the chapters devoted to them Include much 
Information about other playen as well. The resulting book is a virtual stew of 
stories, anecdotes and games with ttle giants. Trying to separate them Into a 
neat chronological order would have taken away much of the enjoyment I 
derived from writing the book. Coupling �torles and games together made thk 
book much more fun to write. and.. I hope. fun to read.. It turns out that a chess 
career Is much like an interesting game - not as neat and tidy. simple or easy to 
follow as some would wish. My hope is that this book is an the better for not 
being a neat tidy work. Any failings are e.1tlrely my own. 

The final chapter concern. the Fedefatlon Internationale des �checs (flOE) or 
World Chess Federation, and the very important function that this organization 
serves. I've offered my vlewS on 115 successes and failings, and how it might func· 
tion better in the years ahead.. 

AcknowledJemenb 
Thls work would not have happened without the gentle persuasion of the 
Everyman Managing (dUor Dan Adclelman and without his willingness to eKiend 
my due dates. Ittookwel1 over a year, as I worI<ed slowly. My thanks to chess his· 
torian Edward Winter. of CIIm: Note3 fame. for his advice and much encourage­
ment besides. Than1cs too to Hanon Russell of the Chess Cafo! for permission to 
reprint my annotations from Imide Chen. I also owe a debt of gratitude to my 
life-long friends EJruce Harper. who kindly traded his author's hat for that of 
copy-editor. and John Donaldson. for all his .eseaTCh help. Gentlemen, my deep­
est thinks to each ind every one of you 

In the games presented in thIs worl< I''''' endeavored to make it clear when 
the games were claSSical. the greatest test of chess mastery. when the !limes 
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___ e nopid (an hour or len per p1a�r) and wh�n they _re blitz games (,_ 
minutes per player). In my annotations I've paid particularly dose attention to 
the classical games. less so to lhe rapid and even less to lhe hlih. Those five-­
minute games are to be en� and not to be taken too seriously. More often 
than not, I came away with my jaw needing a reset, but I got in some punches 
and a few}abs ofmy own. 

Ftnally, I'd also like to give a special word ofthanh and reoognition 10 Robert 
Anthony Karch and Bm Goichberg. Robert non open Swiss events for decades in 
the Pacific: northwest, and I rut my teeth on his eveo1ts. He really was "Mr. 
Northwest Chess" for ages and if he hadn't organized competitions myopportu. 
nities to compete early in my career would have bef!n slim indeed. In a .imllar 
measure, Bill of 'World Open" fame ran tournaments across the nation. I com­
pelN in many ofhis Continental Chess events, eaming my fiDE norms al times. 
Thank you both vel)' muchl 

fn;c" 
Yasserserawan 



Chapter One 

Bobby Fischer 

While I was at s..attle's G;ufield High Sc:hooI, my phr.;ia teacher had the das, 
write an a!;si9nment On the "Big Bang" theof)' of CTf�atlon. In his lectures he 
seemed especially enthusiastic about the theory, pralslng it In glowing terms. I 
dHln'j share his enthusiasm. h"ving doubts about the theory, but nevertheless I 
dutifully wrote an essay titled "In the Beginning·, It expressed the concept of the 
Big Bang and I wrote in a supportive way ofhow much sense the theory made. I 
was "Wilmed an "A+· for my pipeT and have thought about the "Beginning" evt:r 
sinc ... 

The Fischer Lep!nd Begins 
"The Big Bang: not just for my chess career but for many American chess play· 
ers, was the success in 1972 of Robert .i;unes fisdler (1943-2008). That )"'ir he 
beam.., the eleventh World Chess Champion, KOOrding 10 the World (hess fed· 
eration. His victo<y in his 1972 match ;<gains! the SovIet Union', 8crris Spa,sky 
played a tentr,,! role in my enthusiasm for chess. His success thrust chess upon 
the A�n people as his match with Spa.sky t>e<;ame front page new!; for 
months. Soon everyone knew the story. he was the lone American who ·single· 
handedly" tool< on the Soviet Union's chess jU9gemaut, beat them all in succes­
sion and won the crown. beroming the world Champion. My close circle of chess 
fTiends were in a tiuy. "Bobby: as he was affectionately known to one and all, 
was simply the toast of the times. The Bobby fbcher phenom�non was tJctraor­
dinary, llfe magazine did a major cover 5\0<)1 on him, while the media seized on 
his every mO\le on and off the chessboard. 

After his victory in Reykjavik, �Iand in 1972, Sobby was honored by a New 
yo.k City ticl<e.-tape parade and was 9�n the keys to the city; he appeared on 
Johnny Caoson's Toni9ht show; he did a skit with Sob Hope; Poesident Ni�on 

" 
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hailed him as a national htTO __ And then. at the height ofhis acclaim and profes· 
siOl1a! accomplishments. he left the stage and di!<lppeared. 

Where was Bobby? 
To say that the s1tuatioo was veKing wouLd be an understatement fvery chen 
fan in Amtrial eagerly awaited his ne><t game. tournament and match. His 
sweeping march through the World Championship cyde and title match had 
been sO dominating that there was simply no question he would win the ne><t 
toumament Or event in whkh he competed. We an shared a collective an�iety 
while waiting foT the announcement of when and where he would play neKl. 
This pallS<' in his ches. career coindded with my .tarting to play and gave me a 
chance to play catch·up. I learned to replay his greatest victories, including the 
"Game of the Centu!}'" against Donald Byrne. Wowl Played when he was only U 
years old 

I Ihnlled to stories aboul his US Championship game yen"" Robert Byrne. 
Bobby had !<Iuificed a piece. and gnndmasters commentattng on the game as it 
was being played sagely told theiT aw.l.ience that he had gambled too loosely and 
was now IosL Then. to their disbelief, Byrne reslogned. The stories were all SO very 
inspiring. It was as if Bobby was in a world ofhis own 

As months passed st111 there was no word on Bobby's eKpected triumphant 
return to the chessboard Concern grew. Hadn't Bobby himself told everyone that 
as World Champion he would play often and keep an active role1 Playing in all 
the biggest and strongest events? "All I ever want to do is play chess" Bobby was 
widely quoted as having stated in an inteflliew. Where was hel ln this period of 
chess darkness it seemed that he went into hiding - specificany avoiding ali the 
press and paparazzi. He seemed especially camera·shy. What was he doing? Was 
he studying1 Was he playing "private training matches" to keep his edge? Bobby 
was not just missing -he had disappeared completely. A chess vacuum had been 
created. The parade had stalled. the leaderwa. AWOL 

In 1914 a new boo!< appeared. written by Brad Darrach, the reporter for ute 
ma9i\zine. caned !lobby Fischer .s. 1M Rest of Ihr World. It caused a sensation 
amongst my drtle of li'il!nds. I eagerly devoured the boo!<, relishing all the in· 
sloghts into Bobby's views and behavior. I laughed out loud at various passages 
and C01JLd only imagine what Bobby had to endure during the maelstrom swirl. 
ing around him. "Keep the Russians offmy bildc" is what he had told Colonel Ed 
Edmoodson. his Delegation Chief. and the !<lying tool: 011 a life of its own. "Get 
off my badl" tollid be heard around the chess clubs and last Exit coffee shop. 
where l leamed to play and llS<' a chess clock to play blitz or TNt·minute chess 

,.� 
Speculation as to what Bobby was doing 01 not doing seemed to grow and 

become wiLder as time passed. Gamer Ted Armstrong's Worldwide Church of 
God seemed to play a cent.al role in Bobby's life. Thls Church seemed to be a kind 



Bobby Fi.chrr 

of doomsday cult of Christian fundamentalists who believed in the propll«y of 
the New Te<;tament. Apocalwse was upon us, and only the true believers would 
be saved. Rumon circulated that Bobby had donated his World Championship 
purse winnings to the ChurCh. His private Secretary "Claudia," a membeT of the 
Church, was respons,ble foTcontacting Bobby and passing along tnvitaUons and 
commercial offers. She seemed to be the only conduit for contacting Bobby. Ru­
mil<!; spread about lawsuits with Chester Fox, the man who had the film rights to 
the 1912 matCh, as dkl talk of a lawsuit against the publishers ofDarr<t(h's book 
Any details were eagerly shared. 

I learned that Bobby had rec:eiIted a one million dona. offer to endorse a 
shampoo for a commercial. A minion donanl what an astonishing amount of 
money! Easy pickings to be sure. One only had to become World Chess Champion 
and sponsors and commercial offers would beat a path to your door. How had 
Bobby reacted to such a wondrous offe!"? The answe!" which astonished uS an wa. 
that Bobby dec:lined. Dec:lined a minion dollars? Was 11 possiblel And. if so, whyl 
The answer was that Bobby refused the commercial offer for the simple<;t of an 
�asons: he didn't use that particular brand of shampoo. This stunning answer 
caused us mtnutes of incredulou. silence followed by bursts of laughter. It hardly 
seemed j:lO)Ssihlel "Really??" we all asked. Ye<;, we were told - Bobby k a �ry 
"pure" person, who, would never endorse a product that he didn't perwnally 
hellevetn. Hmm. 

Such stories made me reas�s the whole notion of commercial endorse· 
ments. Would I be so pure? Rej«\ a million dollar offer bea.use I didn't use the 
underlying product? Certainly noll I didn't own a Ron. Royce automobile or a 
Role>< Midas wristwatch either, but for a million dollars I'd certainly advi-se one 
and an that they were indeed e)«enent products. especially if a few sample<; 
were provided as part of my endorsementl After all. I should � a feel for the 
controls. 

Stories about Bobby abounded. It was imj:lO)Sslbie to sort myth horn fact. Re­
porters wrote whatl!VeT they fancied, and there was no one to correct them. Tons 
of garhage was spewed and constantly rec:yded. Fiction became fact, repeated by 
one writing after another. Friends who were dismayed by these reports urged 
Bobby to write letters to U)f1"ect the writers. but usually to no avail. 

My Seattle chess cirde<; were eaqe-r for any news of Bobby. The reqcled wis­
dom was that he Wa5 with the Worldwide Church of God, that Claudia conducted 
his business affairs and that instead of chess training he was focused on suing 
0Vt!!f the Brad Danach book. There we!"e no commen:ial endorsements. no tour· 
naments, no news releases. We were painfully empty of stories to report to one 
another. 

Articles constantly repeated and hyped the following: Bobby despised the 
pr�, refused all Intervloew reque<;\s and didn't want people to know wIlere he 
lived; that he was Vf:f}/ much a loner living in Pasadena. California, using public 
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transportation to mak� trips to th� Los Angeles Public Library to do research for 
his lawsuit; that his frien� w.:..e all pledged to secrecy; and that he was es­

banged hom his family. 
Whj]� it  is only speculation on my part, it seems that Bobby's lawsuit against 

Brad Danach played a c�bal rolf! in his lif� for several jl<'ars and �ded In disas· 

teT for him. The June 1971 Chom lifo & Review magazine reported: 
"Bobby fischer's Ss mmion invasion of privacy lawsuit against author Brad 

Danach. Time-Life International and Stein and Day Publishers, InC., has been 
di-smissed in California by U. S. District Court.ludge Matt Byrne. Fischer had ac­
cused the author and publishers of brealdng written and oral promises not to 
publish details of his private life. Incensed at the oukome. fischer told Judge 
Byrne: " 1 1  not pay a penny of fedeTal income tax until I get justice tn this <;.;1st.'· 

Striking and telling words hom Bobby. His �p.seated antagonism toward 
the US fedeTal authorities had started 

The 1975 Match 
One day a bolt oflightning had ene.glzed us all: Bobby had a letter published in 
the November 1974 Chesl Life & Review In which he proposed new. or perhaps 
old, rules for his scheduled 1975 match title defense. Instead. of the best of 24 
games match rules thai m, used to defeat Boris Spass1<y, Bobby wanted to revert 
ont! hundred years to the rules of Wilhelm Steinih, proposing a match of 1M first 
10 win ten games, draws not counting. These rules tnduded the proviso that If 
the defending World. Champion (Fischer) won nine games, M could not lose tM 
match. The World Champion would ha� !o wln ten games to win the match. as 
would tM Challenger - but if the World Champion won nine games the worst 

that could happen would be a tied match at nine wins each. The prize fund 

would be split equally in <;.;1st of a nine wins tie. but tm, World Champion would 

retain his title. 
Bobb)" s proposal evoked enormous discussions in chess drdes and ma9a­

zines. MatMmatidans wrote at length about how a tied 12,12 match score with 
the Champion retaining his title was a greater advantage to the World Chim­
pion than the must win ten'games rules. In Chom Lifo & Review Fischer eKplained 

that as draws did nol count, both players would be motivated to play for a win in 
every game. 

1\ was all very exctling. Bobby was coming baCk! He wouldn't Just be playing 
24-games either. Who !mew how long a match against the jIOUng Sooviet Chill· 
lenger Anatoly Karpov would lasH He WOuld be playing for months. Or would he? 
The chess body that would ha� to approw tm, rule changes was FIDf and. like 
many international bodies of tm, time, tt wa� dominated by the Soviet Union 
{USSR) and ils allies. Would Bobby's proposals be accepted by the national dele­

gates to flOE's General Assembly or would Bobby's proposed rule changes be 
thwarted? Suddenly folks who never knew about fiDE would be learning about 
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wanted. FIDE d�te:<; .ought a compromist and passed a ·must-wln·si�· 
game:o;" stI of rules. In cast of a ftvt!·fi"" tM., the match would continue until the 
next decistve game was playM The mU!Ot-win,six-games rules were favored by 
.lose RaUl Capablanca and often called the "tondon Rules." 

Thrs was typical offlOE's dedsion-mal<ing then and since. Given a choice � 
tween "A" OT "S" invariably flDE's delegates approved. a plan ·C; which was a 
hybrid l>etween the two chokes which usually highlighted and combined the 
worst aspects ofthe original two choices while having no redeeming qualities of 
its own 

At the time and since. I thought that a 24·game match was more than suffi. 
clent to determine the better player. I liked the mU!Ot win ten·game:o; system for 
the drama. as both players would have to take risl<s to win the match. but the 
idea of an "open-ended" competition worried me. Such a match could run for 
months and months. potentially ,uining the sponsor's budget and boring the 
puhlk as well. The OTganizers of I ten-win match could get financially killed in 
fi�ing a playing venue. What if the match was a wIpfout and over in a � 
weeks. while the site wa!i rented for many months? ConveT§tly, whit If after 
many months the SCOre wa!i a me,e si� wins for OTII! pa�r? How to extend the 
contract Or find a new site? And how would a really lengthy match that la!ited 
many months affect thethree·�ar cycle? In principle, the loser ofthe match had 
to enter the cycle at the beginning stages, but they mloght already be underway. 

After Bobby's resignation in Apn1 1975, the Soviet Challenger Anatoly Karpov 
wa!i declared World Champion by forfeit. American chess fans were bitterly dis· 
appointed. feeling. no doubt as did Bobby, that they and the whole chess world 
had hem Cheated of an exciting duel The new World Champion. Anatoly Karpov. 
would spend a career trying to overturn the public judgment that he wasn't a 
truly worthy champion 

The Legend Cirows 
Despite the forfeit, interest in Bobby fischer was so palpable that when 1 played 

in the 1976 American Open in Santa Monica a false rumOf swept the tourna­

ment hall that a "bearded man thought to be Bobby" was in the building. The 
tournament hall practically emptied. This was no mean feat to accomplish In a 
large Swiss event where iI four·alann siren can hardly budge the players from 
their boards. (Keep in mind that Pasadena, Bobby's horne-dty, wa!i only an hour's 
dlive from Santa Monica.) 

Finding a comparison to iUU!Otrate the impact of Bobby'S absence is more than 
difficult, but let mf: try. Today we are blessed with a number of truly outstanding 
chess talents the world over: Y!fan Hou, the 1s-yea, old lady from China is show­
cased as a future World Champion; Parimarjan Neg; from India, �gey Karjaldn 
of the U1<rai�. Teimour Rad}aOOv of lUerbaljan, Hihru tiakamura. of the US. 
Oilniel SleI1wagen of Holland and Oa� Howell of fngland an stand out; and of 
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course the most promising prospect of an is Magnus carlsen of Norway. How 
thrilling it is to see an these young stars compete and edge their way towards the 
highest honors. While it is hard to recapture the times of 1974 and 1975. to put 
tile mtelest in Bobby into perspectM. take away an these promising stars of to­
day and have them collectively say they are gMng up chess for good. The disap­
pointment felt by Bobby's absence couldn't be greater. I, fcxOTle, was completely 
deflated. 

After 1975, I had to console myself by playing through Bobby'. My 6O Memo­
nlhle Game>, as _11 as listening to .tories from colleagues who had known 
Bobbypersonally. Here, then, is a li.t of"Bobby Stories" that 1\Ie always enjooyed. 
MOst I'm sharing for the first time ... 

The f!lst two are from Robert Ilyl"ne. who besides being one of America's most 
successful grandmasters wrote for the Gray Lady. the New York Times. for dec­
ades. 111 summarize two lIyme stories as follows' 

"II was during the 1971 candidates' finals match in auenos Aires with 'Iglan 
Petrosian. I was in the press center preparing my column. Ail the SovIets were 
there watching the monitors and analyzing tile game openly on one of tile central 
tables. Miguel Najdorf was holding court and kibitzing after evefIJ move. Miguel 
thought that Botqt had a good position in tile si�th game and then almost unbe­
lievably he played this move. NcSMd7. trading this realty powerful, irnpl"essive cs­
knight for one of the most miserably bad d7-bishops a position is hkety to see ... 

"Najdorf practically flew out of his chair. 'My Codl He is crazy!' he started �11-
mg. 'Trading such a knight for such a bishopl' Najdorf held up the knight for an 
to see. 'He understands nothi� nothing about chessl' 

"The Soviets practically laughed and. embraced tllemselves; they were so de­
�9hted with what they an agreed was a terrible trade. A trade that would get 
Petroslan off the hook. you see? 

"They an looked to me, �ttng that I as an American would try too defend 
Bobby"s decision. but I ju.t kept quiet, e.;plalnlng that I had a column to write 
and was simply too busy to rome over. Sec:retly, I knew predsely what Bobby was 
thinking because I had analyzed with him SO often. For Bobby II was all so simple: 
Ile prized bishops above knights. Full stop. for him, in the resulting posilion his 
bishop was much better than the black knight. He could .� that he could cen­
tralize his king. blockade alack's d·passer and then his rook. and bishop would 
coordinate better than tile rooh and knight and the game is OYer. For Bobby, 
that capture ofknight for bishop was like putting the last naH in the wffin. 

"A few � afte. the trade ' was 1oo1<ing at GM Ale.;ey Suetin, Petrosian's 
coach. and his mouth was open and just getting more and more agape. By the 
time Petrosian was about to resign his j.lw was nearly on the table when he 
whispe'ed, 'he plays so simply: I tned so ha.d to ((Intain myself, to bepolite and. 
not to laugh but it just wasn't possible. You see. that was the way Bobby played. 
Simple classical chess.' 
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Thele is just something about this stO!)' that stlikes a deep chord with me, 
the Idea that the WOfId Champion is a dea' cut above the rest in his understand­
ing, He has his concepts and with his m0Ye5 says: "This is what I'm about. Refute 
me If you can." 

Byrne's second storywas from 1966: 
"We playtd In Havana at the Olympiad, The Cubans wele really ma�lous 

hosts, The happiest moments fOf me _Ie when Bobby held court, He had a nice 
large apartment .uite and the whole team would file In aftel the IOUnd. Bobby 
would ,eplay hi. game fOfus and show uS how he had won and why. It was just 
magic Hi. analysis was amazing. it was like the moves just flowed f,om his fin­
ge' tips. You know he had la'ge hands and theple<es just movN around, practi­
cally dalXing and It was all w .pecial. Then disaster struck far all ofus._ Bobby 
was showing the team a game and he paused and started laughing, and he kept 
laughing ha,de' and hauie<. Trying to speal< he said: 'And now you know what 
the patze played1 He played._ You won't � thi ... : Bobby moved the pie:e 
and disappea'ed below the tabJ.e in a fit of convulsive laughter. 

'So the team was all study;ng the position in a frenzy. We couldn't under_ 
stand Bobby's laughte' and wanted to sha'e. But damn it. The � his oppo­
nen! played looIo:ed completely sensible and I was having a hard time unde,­
standing whefe the IeMation was. By this time Bobby had lecoveled from his 
laughing fit and somehow managed to make it off the floor and back up to the 
board. He played his m�. Damn! It was light under OUI noses and so obvic>us 
too. I had missed it. But as I instantly realized how it totally uOOefmined theap­
p<ment's strategy I too had to break out Into laughter. A few seconds later some­
one else started laughing then soon everyone in the .OOm hadjoined In as _It 
But I tell you, Vasser, fOf those few seconds that I didn't .ef! the move I was in a 
f1at-out panic.. I didn't want Bobby thinking that I was a patze.too'-

The dark sldeof analyrlng chess with a genius. You don't want to be called to 
the mat to ellplain a�. 

Anyone who ever met "Don" Miguel Najdorf, the Poli.h_born, A.gentine 
grandmaster, knows he was a man of passions. SiNe<_quid to make a fa.· 
.eaching decision In a tenth of a second. Miguel would tell me stories about the 
Champions for hours and hours. I couldn't understand why wrneone didn't in· 
terview Miguel for a few hundred hours. as he was a ma�lous stoT)' teller. I 
\oiled ou. times together. He had countless Bobby stories, many of which I'� un· 

fortunately forgotten. Miguel had opinions on �rything, and the following one 
wediscussed often and at length. 

We � in a Buenos Aires restaurant having our usual steak "tomo" dinnefS 
when Miguel said to me, "Jasserl" (in Spanish, the 'y' Is often treated as a 'j' and 
Miguel liked tile sound of la.seT better than Yasser; so fm Miguel - and only Mi­
guel - I Il'malnedJasser) "You know Bobby has no style" 

Now that Is an opening gambit for a {�atkm betwffn ches. pla�n If I 

" 
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ever heard one. "Huhl l don't understand you Miguel. What do you mean1" I 
asked. 

Miguel's opinions were always shongly �Id, and he delighted In baiting me 
and drawing me Into animated, emotional di..:ussions. He was a passionate 
man who loved chess very much. He explained his theory, which I've thought 
about otten. It wentli.e this: 

"You see, when you show me � game of Capablanr:a. I think, 'Aha. Very nice. 
Very smooth. logical 1I"IOIIe'I. ae�utiful play. Must be a game of capablancal' 
Then you show me anot�. game, I think, 'My God' Who is this bandit playing 
t� White pie<:esl Loo1t �t t�se re<:Hess, daring sacrifICes. And this quiet move as 
we11! Incrediblel Down two pieces and he stops to make such a 1flOO\Ie. And he 
wonl Of cou.se, I ruHle, this is Tal' And another game. 'I can't understand what 
the pla�. is doing. He is taking e.traordinary precautions and his opponent Isn't 
even attacking. Now he has maneuve,ed his pieces backwardS and then for­
wa.ds again to nice squares. He improves his position but has done nothing con­
crete. My Godl The opponent is suffocated and Is simply deadl Whe.e was the 
mlstakel Of cou,se. that Is Petroslan.' You see,J�sser' I recognize style. But when 
I play a game of Bobby's, I see nothing. The.e Is no style. Bobby played perfectly. 
And peTfectlon has no slyle." 

Perfection has no style. Quite an interesting concept if you give it a lot of 
thoughl We a.gued for hours �nd in the end I found Miguel's theory quite con­
vincing. 

Today, with the advent of computers, this discussion about whether perfe<:­
tion has a 'slyle" could be taken up again. I've always enjoyed playing blitz chess 
and these days I play online. Sometimes afte. a win, my opponent angrily ac· 
cuses me of using a computer and places my handle 011 "igTlOl"e" unaware of who 
I am. When I replay the game I won, it may seem "stylish." but some of the II"IOIIe'I 
were actually second best. Do the two 90 togethe.l 

Some use the term "compute,·li1<e" to describe a move, a strategy Or the fin­
Ish of a game. It ts thls latter part that I find Interesting. The term ·compute.­
Nke" has a strong connotation ofprectslon and perfection. But computers win in 
a complicated way. They donot trade when ahead In material, a natural human 
tendency and a well-establfshed practice to .educe the potenllal for chaos. Com· 
puters just pile compli<:ations on top of more complications, knowing how they 
win come out. Such dynamic play often leads to computers winning more 
quickly than do humans, who t.ade when ahead materlill. And, p.ovIded they 
stay within their limits, computers win neve. make an error due to fatigue. What 
humans see as "complications" ale, for a computer, simply the demonstration of 
a theOl'em. Is there style in such perfe<:tion? Bobby won many complicated 
games and Indeed he seemed to revel in tactics. but he was also h.1pP)' to sim_ 
plify to a uchnkal win. Did he play perfectly' Many of his colleagues thought so. 
although later computer analysis has shown that even Bobby played ineJ<actly at 



Cheu Duel" My Gamel with the World Champions 

times. But perfection and style ale in the eye of the behdde •. and in a leal sense 
Bobby's play transcended style. 

In the late 19705 I often went to the Big Apple to play in events and to seek 
out opponents for blitz. I even visited the famous "Flea House" near Times 
Square before settling on the Manhattan Chess Club as my prefened haven for 
blitz. When in town I WOIJId tl)' to hooI< up with Asa Hoffman. a famous local 
blitz master who Imew a vast numbel of Bobby stones and we spent hours to­
gclher as he would recount to me how he hustled Bobby. getting odds that not 
even Bobby could oYeIcome. "He gave me five to one money odds and draw odds 
as well. No time on the clock. we both played with five minutes each. He won the 
game scores. I won the money" is how Asa describes their sessions. 

On one of my visits Asa Introduced me to Jao:kle Beef •. Jackie was bearded and 
had a disheveled appearance that day. Nevertheless. he was Introduc:ed as a 
dose oonftdant of 8obby. We settled In for a nke chat when Jadle told me he 
had neceived a recent call: "Bobby asked me If I could lend him SO bucks." I was 
shOCked. "' told him if' had il. '·dcerb.inly send it bul 'toid him the truth. ' didn·t 
haw the SO." , believed Jackie was telHng thelroth,lhat he didn't have SO buch, 
but could it really be true that Bobby was so destitute that he needed to borrow 
money from friends who could m_afford even such a modest request for helpl 

It seemed so utterly inoongruous. How was it possible1 Here was a man who 
could maie tens of thousands of dollars in a single day playing in tournaments, 
performing simultaneous e><hibitions or even giving a lecture. II would be so 
simple, yet Bobby preferred to borrow from friendsl living a life of �rtyl 
What on earth was going onl l was utterly confused. 

DIIring oneof my visits 10 New York I stayed with a family. The husband was a 
doctor from SWitzelland. "D!". Rudy." He had a great Interest In chess as his two 
sons played. He had been in touch with Claudia and wanted to help Bobby come 
out of his self-imposed letilement. He arranged to meet with Bobby and paid 
SS.ooo. In advance, for the privilege of meeting and speaking with him. The dis· 
cussions wele to be strictly prlvate and no photos could be taken Dr. Rudy had 
undertaken the adw:nture and come away with an eKtremely positive view. 
Bobby was ready. willing and even eager to play. but he insisted on the Steinilz 
Rules for match play. Ols-appolnllngty. he wasn't interested in tournament play. 

o,.er the�ars I would meet numerous people who had done the same as Dr 
Rudy. paying Bobby SS.ooo for the privilege of a meeting together. Most of these 
meetings seemed to haw gone very welt and fol1<s came away encouraged. En­
couragedor not, all came to naught 

Was There Ally Hopel 
My faYOfite story of "paying for the privilege of meeting Bobby" cornes from Arn· 
fried Pagel. MI. Pagel was a German industrialist In the cement business who 
had made a horne In the �hellands dose to Beverwljl<. With a keen intelest in 



chess he sponsored a local club, the Koningsclub. In no time, Mr. Pagel had de· 
clded that his club was destined to become the Club Champion of Holland and 
he eagerly sought "mercenaries." grandmasters whom he would hire to play for 
his squad. In those days it took time to promote a dub to the highest league 
level, but Mr. Pagel was an_ious f� his team to win the te<>gue Championship 
"ahead of time". He decided to byp;I.ss the usual qu<lHficatkm p.ocess and senl a 
direct challenge 10 Voimac. the perennial Oukh Club Champions. The Volmac 
team acc:epted his challenge. and I was hired by Mr. P<>gel, on the advice of Lev 
Alburt. to play for his t<oningsdub. 

Mr. Pagel WilS a splendid host. and as luck would have il the outcome of the 
twCHIay match hinged upon the result of my second game vefSus Raymond 
Keene. If t won. the I(oningsdub would win the challenge match and Indeed that 
is precisely what happened. Mr. Pagel was aver the moon and Invited me, as well 
as Viclol" K�chnot a Voimac player, to dinner and bridge. That �nlng. Mr. 
Pagel told us the following stOl)', again in my summation: 

"After I started sponsoring the I(onfngsclub I began to realize that a dream 
come true for me would be if Bobby Fischer played just one game for the team. I 
Wl"oteto Claudia and made the offer to pay Bobby $1oo,OOO for playing just one 
single game. As. we were In the lower 1�1s at that time 6obby's opponent would 
be a completely random true chess amateur. I got a positive answer that I!obt,o 
was willing to disOJn my offer, but wanted to meet with me to get the detafls. 
Would the.e be a 'gate fee' for the audience? Would the game be filmed? And so 
on. I would havetopay $5O.oooto meet with Bobby to sort out the details and fly 
to Pa!-adena. I unhesitatingly agreed. 

"The first day ' met Bobby we got on velY wen. We talked about many details 
and reached a broad agreement. I spent a � hours with him the first day and 
Bobby paid me the compliment that he enjoyed my company immensely and 
asked if we could meet again the ne.-.t day so that he could have some time to 
think over OI.Ir discussion and the major points. I of course agreed.. we met again 
and seemed to make much poogress. This continued, bul l had this very uncom­
fortable feeling thai despite what I thought was a velYgenerous offer somehow 
Bobby was looking for a reason to I-oly no. If that were to be the case. t realiled my 
trip would be In vain and that ' would return to Holland empty-handed. Worse. I 
hadn't any proof at all Ihat l had even met Bobby. One of the conditions of our 
meeting was that there would be no cameras, no photos and no discunkm of 
OI.Ir meeting with the PlesS. I had agreed. aut what to do nowl ' didn't want to 
return completely empty,handed. 

"In the end I decided to hire a private detective. His job would be to take a 
phoio of Bobby and me from a distance, unbeknownst to him. ' would of course 
k� the photo stridly private and only use it as proof that indeed , had met and 
discussed with Bobby the Idea of his playing a game fOf the dub. 

"During thl': meetings OI.Ir discussions were getting bogged dOWl'l in details. 
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� WaS raising questions for whkh I had no ans�s and the possibility of 
'e;u:hing "9reement was receding. We would make one final a\tempt at a third 
and final meeting. as I needed tordum to Holland. We wele to meet. in a pan. at 
a partiOJiar bench at noon. I was Ihere sharp and Ofl time. No Bobby. Indeed, 15 
minutes passed and I be9an to have doubts Ihal l was at the right pl;u:e. Up to 
this time Bobby had always been prompt as wel1. So I'm sitting on a park bench 
beginning to have doubts when I hear a 'pssstt' coming from the Utfi behind 
me. This persisted and I looked into the trees and s.aw Bobby. 

'Bobbyl What are you doing in the trees? Come on out: I said. 
'No: s.ald Bobby. 'You <:ome in he.e.' 
Sol went into the trees, where Bobby was hiding and we began towhisper in 

consp;ratOl'ial tones. 'Why are we hiding like thisr I asked. 
Bobby seemed vel)' "9itated and was looking aroond. 'I'm being followed!' he 

s.ald. 
"Of course I immediately understood that Bobby had disc�.ed he was being 

followed by the private detect",e I had hired to take our pIloto. I couldn't s.ay a 
word wllhout revealing myself. Somehow we crept along the tree line and lost 
OUr pursuer. EV6ltually, I did gd my photos, but Bobby new.r played for my 
team. After this trip I understood that Bobby would not play chess "9ain." 

P"gel's slDf)', which he told to me In May 1982, came as a grave dls.appoint­
menl, humorous as it was. Although ten years had passed since Bobby played a 
public game of chess, we all held out hopes that he would ,etum to the chess 
a,ena, but Pagel's story seemed to put the kibosh on such a prospect fOl' good. 
After all, what could be simpler? Play one single game In the Dutch League 
against a 12ClO-rated chess amateur for a $lOO,OC(l fee. No world title at stale; 
no Soviet intermediaries to deal with; no FIOE·endorsed competition; no ad­
journments, lengthy time-outs or postponements; just two people playing an 
afternoon game at alocal dub. Heel<. they could even buy one another a round of 
beer during play, which is actually common practice. If that offer wouldn't be 
accepted, what hope was there for a mOle serious WOI'ld·dass event? Pagel's 
story sunk me completely. 

One final detail of P"gel's story is WDI1h sharing. He had arranged through 
Claudia to meet with Bobby for a $50.000 fee. This fee Included an agreement 
that Bobby would become an honOfary member of the Koningsclub. When it was 
time fOl' Pagel to pay Bobby his fee, he presented t;w, neatly-wrapped bundles of 
$10.000 each. Bobby, who lil<ed. Pagel, returned three of the bundles, explaining 
that $20.000 was enough. Bobby had a complicated penonality. lfhe �ked you, 
he would wa� his fees and be gene.ous; If not. regardless of the amount of 
money Involved. he simply would refuse, Including offers of one mi11ion or even 
fiIte minion dollars. 

Why did I ha,bor any hopes at an of a.dum to the board by Bobby? My faint 
hopes �. time had been nurtured by grandmasters Eugene T � of the Philip-
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pines and Miguel Quinteros of Argentina. Both were close friends of Bobby's and. 
more importantly. his confidants. At various times and places they seemed to 
have met with Bobby for a few days of banter and good times. and of course a 
chess board would inevitably be pulled out. Bobby still went through the games 
in Chm Informant and he delighted in picking apart the analysis of Karpov (re-­
ferred to by Bobby in a derogatory "Kar·pitch") and the young l(asparov. Bobby 
would begin: 'Ollay, let us see how the .c called World Champion Mr. Kar'pltch 
plays chess... Now in this position. Kar-pitch says equal. Really? ! wonder what he 
WOI.IId have done if he faced this move? Perhaps the so-called Warld Champion 
would like to resign?" OJ "Oh and this is 9OQd. Here he says he is winning. Inter­
esting. After this �, can't we agree to a draw?" 

I pledged to both Eugene and Miguel not to tell a .cul and was delighted to 
be taken Into their confidence. I never revealed what they showed me even when 
bursting to do .c. Of course. I"ve f"'gotten the many positions they showed 
where Bobby dismantled the analysis of the "so-called World Champion." but 
one thing was dear: Bobby had found fault with his analysis. Nons. ands Of buts. 
"Why was he studying the games of Anatoly Karpov .c intently ifhe wasn't de-­
termined to smash him off the board?" I would think. Then I would reflect on 
Pagel's story and be lost I mean, here was a petfect sponsor. A German-born in­
dustrialist ready, willing and able to pay top dollars, to accept every term and 
condition that Bobby demanded. a person who had struck up a friendship with 
him and yet still no agreement could be reached.. And what of laelle Beers and 
the need to bonow $50? 1t was .c damned confoundlngl 

On another occasion Miguel Quinteros told me a fantastic story that went 
Hke this. He and Bobby arranged to .,;sit Las Vegas and enjoy a short holiday. 
Bobby didn't like the idea of settling into one of the maim casinos and preferred 
to stay in a hotel that was off the strip. They shared a double room and went off 
to play the slot. machines, have a buffet and take in a show. Miguel eKplained 
how he had seyeral large Samsonite suitcases packed with his e�pensive tailor· 
made suits. whereas Bobby had packed a light one as well as a small briefcase­
like bag that he kept locked and placed under his bed. This special case contained 
Bobby's prized Me�ican comic books, which he loved. as well as some Yitamin 
supplements. One night, when they returned to their loom. they realized that 
they had been the victims of a burglary. Naturally, the thJ.eves had not taken Mi­
guel's expensive suits and Indeed the only thing missing was Bobby's small 
locked case hidden under his bed. Bobby moaned: "The guy steals my comic 
books and leaves yom suits alone? What's up with thaU" Miguel has been chuck­
ling for years 

One final nice story hom Miguel Quinteros. One of hk dearest and closest 
friends is his countryman JOfge RubiTle\ti. They played in the 1970 Buenos Aires 
round·robin tournament with 6obI:lt'. The game was to be played in the after­
noon and just around lunchtime there WaS a knotk on Miguel's hotel door. There 
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wa� his dear life·1ong friend Jorge. In a ff!!W hours he was to face the great Bobby 
fucher. ·Please: said Jorge, "you mu�t help me preparel Today, I have Black 
il9"inst Bobby and you have to �how me what 1 have to do," So what did dear, 
close, brotherly friend Miguel advise his closest friend in his desperate moment 
of needl He smiled. cor:ked his head and said, "Jorge, let me explain, This guy Is 
going to kill you. He studied his whole life to beat patzers Hke us, VOI.I have no 
chance, There is nothing I <:an advise to prevent the inevibble, Please, let us not 
waste our time, but instead go have a very nice lunch together, Afterwards, you 
<:an show me how you losl" 

We've all been told that Bobby had a great <:apadly to< hard WCl'k at chess, 
that he studied late Into the night and spent most of his waking hours reading 
chess books and magazines, The following stO')' has been told by others, but I'm 
lIappy to confirm Its authen ticity. It was told to me by JIllen I(aufman. JIllen was 
tile long-time serving El<eCutive Director for the American Chess Foundation 

(ACFJ, now the Chess-In-Schools Foundation. In the old days the ACF began as a 
foundation to .upport the efforts of Samuel Resllevsl<y in his quest for the World 
Champlon.hlp. 111 summarize Allen's story: 

"I knew Bobby quite well and I would see him all the time around New Vork 
City. In clubs and at tournaments. we got along wen together. AI the time that he 
was preparing for hi< match wlth Spaul<y he would <:any around his famou� "red 
book" This was the German series (we�te des Schachs Volume 2n edition 
that had Sp;tss1cy's 9"mes in it (over 350 0f them� II wa� a Idnd of 9"me that Bobby 
Ic:M!d to playwith people. including me. He would hold out the book and give it to 
us. '1>kkagame' he would j.,ly. Sol'dopenthe book and pd one "TeD methegarne 
numbe., the opponent'� name and where the game was playeo:l' So I'd ten him. 
Then Bobby WO\lkI recite bad the game and the eJCact n"!OYeS. YOl.l (01.l1d literally 
put your finger on the page, follow the m<I\IeS to the diagrams and Bobby told you 
when he would resign. It really was the most amazing tiling. Keep in mind, the 
players would sometimes repeat a TnOYe or two just to get some time on the dock, 
and Bobby would get the score righl l <:an only eJCplain it as a photographic mem­
O')' because Bobby had the whole book memorized' 

Personally, I found tllis a truly Impressive real I <:an hardly remember my own 
games, let alone memorize them move fOf move. To do that for another player? 
Be serious. No way! 

Meeting Vidor Korchnol 
In many ways tllis book is really about three World Champions, 80rIs Spa�.l<y, 
Anatoly l(atpOll and Garry l(a�par(W. as I played "'9ain�t them most often. But it is 
hard to mention them without also thinking of Victor Kmchnoi, who plaY" a cru· 
dal .oIe in this story. and SO I ask for your indulgence, dear reader, as I digress fo. 
a few moments from my di..:uss;"n of Fischer. After an, \/klor alsoplayed (ruo:ial 
makhes with all three of these great World Champions. and esper:ially KatpOll. 
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let us notforget that Victor lost the 1974 Candldateo' Finals Match in Mos.cuw by 
� single point to Anatoly Karpov (12'/>-11'1>). a match that efftcti....elydeddNI the 
World Cheos Championship as Bobby forfeited his title the following �ar. In 
1978 and 1981 Victor ch�nenged Karpov in World Champiorllhfp match play. 
Three brutal matches for the World titlel Along the way he defeated Boris 
Spasd:y in the Candi41tes' m;ttche\. 

Victor was scheduled to play Kaspar"" in Pasadena. California in the Candi_ 
diltes' Semi-Finab match in 1983. He won in a wall<o....er when Kaspar"" was not 
permitted by the USSR chess/sports bodies to compete in the USA. KOTChnoi vel)' 
sportingly ag.eed to a .eplay of thei. m;ttch in london. If I(orchnoi had wanted, 
he could have kepi his forfeit victory and Kaspar"" W01JId have been out of the 
1981-1984 ()'tie. Victor wanted to play. Kaspar"" won the "rem;ttch· and �me 
the Challenger. Victorwas a t�ring figure in theclless world tOl" decades. I was 
strongly templed to Include my games with Victor in this ..:.lume but decided 
ncltto, perhaps because it would ha....e becometwovoluTnel.. 

As I've said In the Introduction, In 1!J80 I played. in my ("st really biog 'super­
tournament," the �'s Chess feotival in Wijk aan Z� Holland, having 
won the World Junior Championship the Pfev\ow; �ar. I was still in the hunt for 
grandmaster norms, as I didn't ha....e the titl� As gleat fortune would ha....e it, I 
had a tJemendous result, tymg with my countryman Walter Shawn Browne for 
fir;t with a superb 10-3 ..:ore (what chess insiders call a "07" reoult). With several 
rounds to spare I cllrched my third and final GM norm. After my game with GM 
Gu"murn!ur SigutjOnsson of Icela.nd the organizers did a most amazing thing: 
afte. Guclmundur's resignation they stopped the clocks in the other games and 
invited the pla�rs to join in a champa9ne toast to their newest cohe"'9Ile, It was 
a magnificent ge'Iture and one I appreciated immensely. 

Remarh.bly, my future father_in_law, Jan Nagel, was in the audience as _11 
He too partook of a 9lass of champagne. I tease him that he has been "on my ac­
count" eIIer since. 

I had rushed from the Hastings tournament in 1979 to get to Wij'r in time, 
but I missed the opening ceremony - one of the only times that has happened in 
my caleer. It I recall properly, In my stead Hans Bohm picked my "num�"" for 
the A Group. Hans did me the great taVO!" of pding numbe. 1, Thi-s meant ( 
would begin the tournament with the white pieces in two consecutive 9ames 
Nur;ing the traditioonal cold that eve')' competitOl" in Hastings collects as pun_ 
ishment for participating, I went to Wijk laid low by my condition. When I anilled 
I was informed that I would play Jolin van det Witl in round one and tourna­
ment favorite Victor kofdmol in round two. , hoped my cold would be gone by 
then. Much to my great surprise, , won both games. 

In my 9"me with Victor I was ircredib!y lucky. At that time my opening repel­
toire was tem"bly weak. Indeed. I hardly knew how to study openings. In those 
openings that 1 did play 1 tried to develop my own ideas, laying what I hoped 
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would be Iraps for unsuspecting opponellb. Victor walked smack dab Into one of 
my best-p'epared �1ties. He was in deoep IrOllble right Ollt of the opening, 
spent lruge amounts of time (the time control in those days was 40 TT>OYeS in two 
and a half hours per player, followed by adjO'Jrnment when each player receilled 
one hour for 16 moves until the finish) and was jllst fighting his way 0111 ofhis 
tfOlJbIes when I landed a key t<>etical shot With virtl,lally no time on his dod', 
Victor failed to hold the position. 

Needless to say, while I was delighted with the result Victor was less so. He 
hates to lose and is notorious fO!' becoming genuinely upset after blowing a 
g.ame. I didn't know this at the time ami I merely asked happily, "Would you 'ilte 
to analyze the game?" Ah, such sweet Innocence. (Try to Imagine Victor "liking" 
the prospect of analyrlng a loss. espedally just after the game.) 

Of (OIl.se Victor did not: want to analyze the game with me. If Victor hates 
losing a game there Is only one thing wo� losing to a junior. He has a firm be­
lief In "beating 'em wMe they are )'Ollng" and losing to a junior patzer - ellen 
the world Junior palzer- didn't matter. Principles are p'inclples. 

As Victor himself win tell )'OIJ. he has a very complicated character with a 
streak of both sadism and masochism. In this case, if we didn't analyze togethei, 
Victor COllld comfortably 90 back to his hotel room and berate himself alone for 
being such a colossal idiot to have lost. So Victor had a better thought: "let me 
anal�e with this id;ot and torment myself with my lousy moves. • 

We moved toone r:Jfthe analysis rooms and began OIlr post-mortem. As men­
tioned. Victor the Terrible was terribly unlucky in OIlr fi�t game. He had walked 
into one of my very best opening surprises. I knew the opening front and back, 
up and down, left to right. Victor would say that he had made such and sLlCh a 
bad move and he should have played this Instead. My response was to say that. 
indeed. ' had expected that move. But I had a refublion for it and would show a 
sequence of moves that won. This kept going on for quite some time and very 
gradl,lally Victor c.tme to realize that in fact his time had been very \veil spent. He 
had been walking an amaringly careful lightrope for many, many moves and 
had found the best possible lines of defense. In truth. I couldn't believe he had 
nearly sailed the game as I considered my novelty to be decisive and a near refu­
btion of the whole variation 

Victor was sturmec!. The junior patzer knew what he was doing. After OIJr 
post-mortem Victor was quite complimentary. He nodded hts head towards me 
and said. "Verygoooigame. Not bad. Not bad at all." 

As the tournamem progressed, Victor took an IncreasIng Interest In my 
games and would often question me about the other games as they were In pro­
gless. "Vasser, what doyOlJ think of Tlmman's posltlonr he would ask. Glilncing 
at the demonstration board, I'd give my answer and again Victor would nod his 
head In broad agreement. This continued to the end of the to'Jmament, when I 
had the surprise of my young Hfe. 
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An Unexpected Offer 
victor tool< me aside to weak with me in private. He explained he would 'iOOJl be 
playing hi� (andidiltes' Makh against an an:h-riIIaJ. Tigran Petrosi3n. "Would I 
like to be hi' seumdr I was dumbfounded and didn't knOYll how to answer. rm 
quite sure nothing <;ame out of my mouth as I stood there in shock. I can han­
�tly w.y that my tumultuous thoughts centered around ooe concept only: how 
much would it cost me and could I afford It? 

Victor completely misunderstood my .ilence. "Oill" Victor .aid. "Sorry. The 
conditions are: I pay your travel. hotel and meal expen.e •. Whileyou are working 
with me. I pay you 500 Swiss hanes a week...· 

NOYII I was coovinced I wa.. dreaming. Did I under$Und that right/ Vidor was 
offering to pay _1 To train him? What on earth could I teach Victor Korchnoil l 
gratefuny accepted and .t",k out my hand in agreement. Shake. 

Two months later. in Man:h 1980, I journeyed to Zurich to begin work with 
Victor korrhnoi and to help him prepare h� camp<lign for the World (hess 
Championship title. To s.ay I was excited is an understatement. While I've made 
many transatlantic flighh from my home in Seattle to Europe. this time I could 
hardly sit stm. , got  not a wink of sleep and arrived happy if exhausted. Victor 
and Petra. his future wife. were there to meet me at the airport. and _ an bur$t 
into happy smile •. Petra and I became instant friends. 

Petra drove us to VictOf'. apartment. where we had dinner and talked the 
night away. Petra left and returned to her ap<lrtment. and Victor and I discussed 
a concrete trainIng .chedu1e. Trust me, whatever my previous notions about 
che .. training may have been flew out of the windOYll during my time with Vic· 
tor. He worked hard. Very hard. At some point during that first evening Victor 
suddenly realized I was jet-lagged. and it was late anyway. so he said. "let us get 
some r�t and we11 piclc up in the morning after you wake up: Good plan. 

So we walked clown the hallway and we both went into the guest room. I 
asked Victor what he was doing. "I'I! sleep here. Please. You take the master­
bedroom: he w.id. No. no. no. I was more than pleased to sleep In the gue.t 
room and wou not about to boot Victor out of his own bedroom. No. I insisted. 
Victor would sleep In the ma..ter-bedroom. the guest room was fine with me. 
Victor kept refusing and tkept in.i.t!ng. Thl. went Ofl for quite a while. with nei· 
ther side giving ground. Finany. Victor confided. "Ohy. This Is the situation: I 
have a bad ba<:k. Petra bought me a special mattr�s. A 'firm' mattre .. that I'm 
supposed to sleep Ofl and is supposed to be good for me. But I sleep in the guest 
room is I prefer the bed here." 

Hmm. ot;iy. That made sense to me. I'd be doing Victor a fal/Ol'by taking the 
malteT·bedroom. Donel At last we were laying omfinal parting "good nights" to 
Ofle another and Victor added a very peculiar thing: "I hope you are not nervous" 
and closed the door. So there I was .tanding outside the guest room door looking 
like an idiot wearing a frown and woodeTing "what doel; that meanr Instead of 

" 
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knocking (IT! the door and a�lring Victorlo explain himself, I took it al $Ome kind 
of a chal'oenge_ A riddle that ' - dilplaying Sherkx:k HoIm�like deductive reason­
ing brilliance - would single-handedly $Olve. Although I wa� exhausted hom the 
jet-lag the riddle stayed with me before ' fell asleep. It would dog me forthe ne)(t 
two weeks. 

Did I mentm that working with Victor was seriousl Wen, I mean it. Our days 
for the next eight days or $0 consisted of waking up. showering, then having a 
breakfast of ch«se, eggs and baw.-., toast, muesli with yoghurt, and lea. Thil 
was followed by .ome serious blitz IeSsiom. and a good brilk walk. Then we 
would look al a speciflc opening line and analyze il deeply. We might break for 
lunch or not. Pf!lra would come make uS dinner and we would stoptoeal Some­
tlme� to Pf!tra's dismay, we ate and analyzed blindfold. Then back lothe board 
unlll sleep became Inshten!. Day after day. 

I must say that I fanQed myself a blitz player. Indeed. I genuinely believed 
that at that time I was one of the be$! in the wmid. Playing Victor was a rude 
awakening, to say the lealt. He was a mom.ter when White and I think that 
-""t",all" I lnilnaged a 4S'I\; score, whkh ' felt was a disaster for me as I thought I 
was the besL. Victor didn't pretend: .� I've always been under-rated at blitz. 
Actually, I am very good. Of course, Fische, is far better at blitz: 

As. It WaS around Easter and we were, after all, in Switzerland, a very laf9t 
chocolate Easter bunny made its way into Victor's apartment. Where it came 
hom I couldn't say, but it was a wekome gues!. As. it was a large, fine specimen 
of Swis, delicacy, we agreed that the winner of each b�tz game could break off a 
chunk of the Easter bunny. Sieinitzian rules; draws didn't count. Over the ne)(t 
two weeb we whittled it down pretty well, and while Vidor had �,I received 
my fair share too. Trust me, chomping through a Swin faster bunny you earned 
by beating Victor Korchnoi in a game of blitz c� is $Omething you relish dou· 
b,. 

One day, something very strange happened. After breakfast we started OUr 
usual blitz game 'ession and , won with White, earning a piece of the bunny. 
Then a very big wrprise: , won with 9lack. That earned me a double portion. ' 
then won with White. Wowl Three wim. in a ,t:NI. This had never happened be­
fore. Victor was getting steamed and boldly stated: "()I(ay, if you win this game, 
you lose ;l partner ;lnd we w<Llkl" , roared with l;lughter. "011 nol I'm going 10Jose 
a partnerl· ' retorted. And su� enough I won and we walked. 

Our work that day wisn't particularly In.pired. and it was clear that Victor 
had other things on his mind. What was it? "Tonight the Mayor is holding a ,e­
ception and we are celebrating my birthday." Great, I thought. Seattle's Mayor 
could learn a thing or two ... 

When Petracame ""t"r shewa, disapjX>lnted toste that I didn't have a propel" 
jacket and tjeforthe reception. She marched me 10 Victor'. wardrobe and pulled 
out jacket after jacket. All were quite In-fitting, but one had to do. We went to 
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the reception. descending the stain of a large restaurant into a cavernous base­
ment that had huge oak barrels hoisted high against thick walls. There were 
many people. and I sat at a table with \!leto •• the birthday boy. There we.e 
speeches in German or Swiss-Ge.man (xhweize.deubch). which everyone, In· 
cluding me, applauded. The Mayo<, wearing his la.ge ornate chained medallion, 
made his speech. which seemed well .eceived. Th<'! evening promised a merry 
time for one and all. Victor kindly Iranslated many of the speeches, something he 
would do for the next yea. and a half. Then came the food ilnd """ il11 indulged 
ounelves. 

At some point the Mayor took the t.ouble of visiting eilch ilnd every table. 
shaking hands and wishing every one of his guests il good dinner. ilnd eventually 
arriving at OUr table with of COUTSe the guest ofhonol'. He seemed Hke the jovial 
sort, thrusting out his hand with il big grin with ...,..,,-m ofwelcome in German. ' 
replied In English thanlring him for the wonderful dinner and the very nice re­
ception. "Ah. Americanl Yes. Well. Welcome." By this time he was beginning to 
size me up, my m·fitting jildcet. long hair ilno:! youthfulness got the best of him. 
"lfyou don't mind me ilsking." he began, "What areyou doing here'· 

"rm Victor Korchnoi's trainer." I responded. pointing to Vleto< who was sit­
ting ne�t to me. Th<'! Mayor WiS taken aback. He rTIOYed away from me and hud­
dled close to Victo.- and stited in a loud voice: "So you train Our \!leto.-?" The 
Ma)'Of chuckled as if he had made an inside Joke which everyone could en;oy 
wit h thought. The tone implied a mocking ·what could you possibly teach Our 
Victor?" Which indeed seemed Hie a very reasonabloe question to me and to the 
Mayor's growing audience. Even the waiten seemed to have slowed to a quiet 
lip-toe. The Mayor seemed genuinely fond of Vidor and p.oud that he hild tilKen 
up residence in his locale. 

"Yesl" was my one-word response to the question of training, leilV;ng no fur­
ther elaboration. The Mayor punued his quany: "Well. Ha"'f you ever actually 
pIoytd Vidor? In a tournament !J(Ime, I meanr Th<'! Mayo.- pliC¢ hei'!)' empha· 
sis on certiln wo.ds. Out of the corne.of my eye 1 could see Vido< sinking in his 
seat. He intuited what was coming. 

"Why, yes. We have played. We played a serious tournament game in a maJo< 
oompelitiofl in 'anuary." Leaving the key point sealed fOJ the rooment. 

"Really'" The Mayor beamed. "And who wonr He addreSiied this question to 
the large group of listenen, arms up and hands open as ifthe answer was a fore­
gone conclusion. 

-I did' 1 answered with a brOild smile. 
Th<'! Ma)'Of was now thrown off-k;lter ilrod needed to regain hi. composure. 

"You won?- he sputtered. He turned to Vidor for confinnation, ard Victor sank 
lower in his chair. Now the Mayor was caught hilving to play to an audience thai 
�med to ha� pressed clol;er. "Well, whe<1 you trilin ... do you ever plily blm: with 
Vidor?" The Mayor pressed Oh dear. Thing� were getting worse, and Vidor 
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otemed to have gone level wit h the table. 
"Why most definitely we dol" t happily .tated. "tn fact we had a fantastic blitz 

senion this very- morning." Again leaving the answer seated and in need of an 
unwrapping. 

Now the Mayor was definitely back an terra firma. Hi, questtons evin.:ed a 
knowledge of chess beyond that of the average politician "Welt, OUr Victor is a 
marvelous blit�ert How did you play?" Oh my. Victor was sinking under the table. 

"Welt. We played four serious blitz game. today. I won them alt..." By this 
point the Mayor rea!l�ed there o,vere other tables to be vi.ited and .himmied 
away as fast as possible 

Upon the Mayor's oonc:lusive departure Victor otemed to have miraculously 
reqa.ined his height. "Vasser, we are going 10 play blit� tomorrow and fm going 
to crush yout" I laughed for the rest of the evening. The ne)(\ day. we played and 
Victor was true to his word Despite my thrashing. ' was O\Ier,the,moon with my 
circumstances. Here t was analy�ing with and playing against the player I 
thought wouldwin the Wor1dChampionship. Victor had lost in 1974 and 1918 to 
Anatoly Karpov by a single point each time: he was at the top of his game and 
would start to prove it by qualifying through three grueling Candidates' 
Matches. Victor was 011 least the second best player in the world by ranking and 
he was gunning to be number one with a determination that could mO\le moun­
tains. 

During OUf first two �h together. after intense training and lengthy walh, 
�ral things be<:ame oystal dearto me about Victor and his views of the world.. 
He was, of course. a very important defector and a seril:rus threat to the S<Met 
State's treasured "(hess (",wn" and Analoly karp<W. His defection and the 
threilt that it created couldn't be overstated Victor was stone-<old convinc:ed. 
and there were no if!, al""o(\s or but. about his conviction. that the I(GB would as­
sas.inate him. He had been involved in two �teriollS car aCCidents - I was a 
passenger in the second one. VictOT's certainty of his inevitable demise at the 
hands ofa KGB assassin was unshakable and absolute. 

Now I understood what Victor meant when he said to me on that first mght: 
"S hope you are not nervous." What he was really saying to me was: "listen, 
Vasser. if the kG8 is going to hit me tonight, they are not going to .hoot the guy 
s�ping in the guest room, they are going to shoot the guy s�ping in the maS­
ter bedrooml" Once I correctly solved the riddle, reveling in my new-found 
awarene .. , I  be<:ame nervous. 

During the 1980-81 Candidates' Cycle, GM Michael Stean ard I were Vido'" 

seconds. In time, we were joined by GM lev Gutman and GM leonid Shamkovich. 
as wen as 1M '9Or IVanov, for a stint during the 19B1 World (hampion.hip Match 
ag<Iinst Analoly KarpoY in Merano. Italy. During thi� 22_month period I had the 
opportunity 10 know Victor very _n. We spoi(e at length about Bobby and the 
"mu.t-win-ten-games" .y�tem. What would have h3ppened if Korchnoi had de-
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feilted Karpov in the 1974 candidates' Final and had to play 80bby in 1975 with 
the ten�ames condition? In Victor's woro.: "Bobby would havewon ten,five, But 
along with H drawsl" 

I mentioned that Vieto< had two mysterlous auto accident., The one that I 
was 'n..:llved In wa.n't serious - a bit ofa fender·bender, reany. (In the fint acci­
dent the car actuany rolled oYer and Victor's right hand wa. .erlously Injured.) I 
have it in my mind that we were going to Austria for his 1980 match venus Ti_ 
gran Petrooian. Petra wa. driving and Victor wa. a passenger in the froflt seat 
while Michael Stean and I were in the biKk. We were hit in the back of the car, 
but Petra kept control. The othel" driver dashed off and no <me was hurt. All the 
coovenations Victor and I had about the KGB came back to haunt my thoughts, 
but fortunately nothing further happened. (full disdooure: at the time of writ­
ing, Victor is still going strong but I can't ..:loch for an his houseguests. .. ) 

Korchnoi on Fischer 
While we were driving to Austria another Interesting questiOfl wa. put to Victor. 
"What would have happened if in 1974)'Ju had won the Candidates' final Match 
against Anatoly Karpov and become World Champion?" Victor hardly hesitated 
in fonning his answer. "Yes. let's see ... Oh, in that case, everything is quite clear, 
Karpc:w would have defected and he would be riding in this <;arl" We all roared 
with laughter. 

Vlcto< and I spol<e about Bobby fhcher often. In the 1970s Victor played in the 
lone Pine tOUTn3ment sponsored by Louis D. Statham. Afterthe event he went to 
Pasadena and met with Bobby in a pari<. Bobby brought with him a new hand· 
held radio that received Radio Free Europe and many other international broad· 
cast signals as well. Victor had a very concrete proposal: he had an Interested 
spor>5Of, and would Bobby like to play a match with him! Victor spoke airily 
about a "minion dollar prize fund" and lofty details. Bobby listened to Victor's 
presentatioo until Victor had divulged an he had to offer. NON it was Bobby'. 
tum to respond and Victor held his breath in great expectation. 

"D'ja see thh Tidio?" a.kN Bobby. "How much do you think it cost.?" 
Victor'. mind was Tieing high in the clouds and the question caught him 

completely flat-footed. "Eh. I don't know. One hundred. dollan?" Victor .hrugged. 
"Nopel $39.951" answerN Bobby gleefully. 
Victor was sunk. Here he thought he was negotiating when, where, hON and 

why a million dollar match might be fought; monies to be deposited in an ac­
count: guarantees foJ specific actions, and Bobbis mind was on the price ofhis 
new radio toy. i'kedless to say, the match neveroccurred. 

Victor had tremendous respect for Bobby's play. In fact, Victor wa, really the 
fint person to tell me that Bobby was a hero in the Soviet Union. WhaU _ was 
that possible? Bobby was an American hero. Our hero. Victor explained that 
there was a large g.oup of diSSidents in the USSR and they too had been root;n9 
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for Bobby in 19n. Bobbysvictorywas a defeat for a Soviet system they de<.;pised. 
It was an awakening moment for me. SuddeTll)/, the faceless CommuTlist Tlatiorl 
didTl·t seem >ofaceless al all. 

To my teenage miTld Ihi' was hard for me to comprehend. Soviet Commu­
nists TOOting for an AmericaTl capitali,l to defeat theircomradel That would be 
like Americans rooting foJ the Soviet basketball team to defeat the AmericaTlS iTl 
1912. (A ,porting result, inclder1tally. lhat stm stl"', ITl my aaw.) Were lhere 
such perwns in both nalions� Vidor � me stnight: 'Well actually. eml)/ a small 
minority of people iTl the s.Met Union are Communisl Party members. Most 
areTl't CommuTlists at all." I slarted growing up fast. 

Victor showed me a letter he received hom Bobby congnlulaling him on his 
defection aTld _loomin9 him to the Wesl But Bobby's buddiTlg friendship wilh 

Victor dMln't last. victor mentiOned iTl passing to a ;ouma�st that he had rNt 
with Bobby. which was duly reported. Bobby saw the article aTld seTlt Victor a 
polite letter poiTlting oul that they had mutually agreed to keep their meeting a 
secret aTld certaiTlly out of the pres'i. The prickly Victor, having come from a to­
lalitanaTl State. respoTlded that if Bobby didn't Villue a free pren they had noth­
ing in oommor>. COITespondence betweeTl them ceased shortly thereafter. 

Bobby'5 Work! View 
Bobby h;id also sem Victor a series of booI<s th;il I bo� from Victor aTld read 
completely. These presents hom Bobby included The riders qZIon. TlY Protocols 
of Zion aTld flve other titles. an speaking darkly about the "lIIumiTla"" They all 
held the same basic message: the world was beiTlg .;ctlmlzed by aTl oYer-arching 

coospiracy of bankers. rna.". of whom were Jewish. These books were poorly 
wrilteTl. with Tlume,ou> .enlences typed iTl capital leiters to empha.lze Vilrious 
key poiTlts and the like. The books professed lhat the global (Jewi'h) Banking 
Cem'piracy was determined to bring about a OTle'world totalitariaTl governmem 
which wouJd eTlslave us all (through debt). 

The books wove logether varioU5 imtltutiems, including the Rothschild!. the 
Bank of �ngland, the Federal Reserve (private) BaTlk. the founding of the Internal 
Revenue ServIce, the UTlited Nations, the ITltemational Monetary Fund, the Tri_ 
lateral Commi .. ion, the Bilderberg Group. Vale's Skull 80 Crossbones secret sod· 
ety, Freemasons aTld on and on. Historical eveTlts were described in ways th;it 
made them TleceSS<lry to advance the goals of the Illuminati. Eve')" ;Tlterroational 
group was viewed wil h  suspicion. and an _re driveTl by the desire to make 
debt-slaves ofus an aTld thereby «mtrol the world and the whole ofmankind. At 
the deeper eTld of the conspiracy, the leaders of this cabitl had created a time 
machiTle that allowed them to be tra.Tlsported to �ey momeTlls in history to 
tweak the outcome. It was a pretty depre'iSing find. There were mar>y passages 
that Bobby had helpfully highlighted so that Victor could realize the truth. OIl 
dear. 
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Afterl had read these worn oYer several Wt!eks, twothings leapt immediately 
to mind.. Fi�tly and mo.t ImJX>rlantly. how could anyone take these boo;" serio 
ously' Secondly, how could t Join the illuminati? Afte. all, the boob painted a 
pretty bleak p;clure of the inevitability of the <;aba]"s success. If we can'l �at ·em 
we might as well join ·em. Being caretaker fO!', say North Americ", didn't seem 
�ke .uch a bad beat if we were all doomed anyway, 

AI the time I blamed Bobby's political, economic and world views OIl his par. 
tirular brand offundamenlaiisl Christian faith - a near doom�y belief sy;tem 
that awaited the nonemen of the apocalypse as foreto'd by the New Te'Stament 
to come forth ilnd stomp U'5 all out. This faith, il'lCidlmtally. is highly supportive of 
Israel and Zionist e�pansion After he broi(e with his churth il became clear that 
Bobby reve�ed hi. views about Israel. a$ well a$ the Jewish people. In his later 
Philippine .adio broadcasts posted on the Internet we would diSCoYer thai 
Bobby's views of "the .lewis'll conspiracy· had hardened and he spoke bitterly 
about them, his country and the American people. It was physically painful to 
listentolhem 

At some polnt In the mid 1980., I came across a pamphlet t had previously 
only read about. It was caned / Was Tortured /n the PaJooePlll kli//!olQ/ by Bobby 
Fi..:he., the World (he •• Champion. If ever I had read a oy for help, this was it. 
The copyright Wi> from 19B2 and it was published by Bobby Fi..:her. The price 
list was one dollar. The paragrapm are pre<:eded by headings in large bold type. 
The hea<ii"9' ten the complete story of what happened: 

Bank RoI>b«y ••• 
.... _­
Arrested ... 
Bnrblly Handcuffed_ 
F_Arrest_ 
Insulted_. 
ChoIIed. .. 
Assaibont OeKription. •• 
SbfkN .. Ited_. 
No Phone CaII._ 
H ........ c.L_ 
Ioobtion .. Torture._ 
�Ho.pil .. L. 
5tarvinf: .. �1"1_. 
inside Matlres .... 

T.V. OW-_ . 
NoW_._ 

'''H",_ 
PoIic.lndec�_ 
Tltrmts ... 
Sa",., Questions" AnsWOlfS.._ 
PoIiceCrImu._ 
PhaneCall_. 

"--
SIgned Unread_ 
NoWrlttenC'-l!es... 
(No) Money B«k._ 
"""'-
Unasked Questlons_. 
TrueEvenls. .. 

The pamphlet was signed with a facsimile "Robert O. lame'S" Helpfully, un· 
derneath the Signature is the e><planation, "Robert O. Jame'S (professionally 
known as RobertJ. Fische. o.- Bobby Fischer, TheWorldChess Champion)" 
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Reading this pamphlet you couldn't help but w .. nt to reilCh into 90bbfs life 

and rescue him from himself and his sUlToundings. The b;isic: facts were that he 
was walking in a nic:e neighbo.hood in PilS<lden .. l .. te at night. A b;ink robbery 
had occurred earlie, in the day. The police were on the IooIc out for people who 
appea,ed out of place. When stopped for questioning Bobby g .. ve the poIic:e an 
attitude about hi5 Constitutional rights under the fifth Amendment not to in­
criminate himself. He wa. arrested. He dug in hi. heels . •  efusing to cooperate. 
and thing. 9CJI progre,,;veiy wo�. 

Where _re Bobby'. friends? Why weren't they trying to help him1 Couldn't 
he be persuaded to enter counse!fng1 The pamphlet was, in my view, thf: final 
straw. I couldn't envision Bobby coming out of his ..elf·impo.ed isolation. More 
than anything thls pamphlet ex]lO>e"5 the myth of Bobby and his single-handed 
defeat of thf: S<Met empire. Single-handedly when fadng thf: Pasadena police he 
madoe an a'i$ of him.elf and got arrested. If he had simply .aid, "rm Bobby 
Fischer. Presidoent Nixon declared me a national hero. ) beat a Rus.ian inthe 1972 
World (hess Championship .. nd won the title for America; thf: police would 
li�ely have stopped. dead in thf:i' trade, in .hock. asked him for hi, .. utog ... ph 
.. nd offered him .. lift b;ic� to his home. Oe .. rly Bobby eng<l9ed in a lot of ..elf­
destructive behavior and was, at times. hi, own worst enemy 

My ne�t Bobby story comes from Bes..el l(o�. As a badedrop to this story. _ 
begin in Oubai during thf: 1986 Chess Olympiad.. The then World Champion, 
Garry KaspafOll. and Bes..el l(ok. the President of the Brussels-based SWIFT CO'l"'" 
ration, decided to launch the Grandmasters Association (GMII). I was invited to 
become a founding director - a task I eagerly ilCcepted. In February 1987 we had 
OUr first Directors' meeting, in Drusse". and the GMA was founded. The early 
yean. brought conSiderable succes •• and the GMII founded it. own "World Cup" 
series ofevents. Manyhave referred totheyears 1987-1991 as a "GoJden" era for 
chess. Bes.el se.ved a. Chairman for the GMII and he got it in his mind th .. t he 
would very much l;�e Bobby to join the GMII .. s a member. {(rues 'lllere $20 a 
year.) He invited Bobby to visit Brussels, and the following is my synopsis of Bes­
sel's .tory: 

"I invited Bobby to come to Brussels, where we could get togethe< .. nd talk 
about the possibility ofhim joining the GMII. ;as a member. as well as to discuss 
any (hess projoects in whic:h he might be interested. Bobby C<lme .. nd stayed at 
my house for about .. week. He w;as very worried that he would be recognized 
.. nd that the press would milke noises. s.o more or less out offearofbeing found 
out he basically stayed Inside the house. which ,ather drove me crazy as I wanted 
to get out and show him thf: city. While _ talked about the GMII and possible 
chess profei:ts. these talks were reany going nowhere and nothing was going to 
happen. 

"Suddenly and quite surpri5ing!y at the very endof his 'llleek-1ong .tay Bobby 
decided that he wanted to go to a b;i •. What he called a 'girly b;i.: A. fortune 



Bobby Fjs,ht, 

would have it. I happened to �!>OW one. Wt went and I ordered a bottle of �r­
priced champag!le. No problem. I was just happy to be outside the house. Soon 
Bobby was talking to one girl while ' was to another. We had OUr back> to each 
other, but ' �ept an earout fOfthe COfIVersatioo 9Oing oo behind me. 

"II Will. the usual �;nd of sman talk that take. place at such moments, until 
the lady a.ked a heart-.topp;ng que.tion: 'So. What i. it that you do for a living?' 
I'm mre that the champag!le had a smoothing effect. but ' could feel Bobby Hft­
ing himself up and .traightening his back. 

'1 am an International Grandmaoterof chen!" Bobby said straight_forwardly. I 
was surprised by his admission but the lady re>ponded enthusiiUtically. 

'No! Really? I play che>s tool ' k!>OWthe name> of manygrandmasll'rs. What's 
yourst 

"By this time ' had to intenupt my con"'l'rsation and to tUfO around to listen 
what WiU going on behind me. II had become far too interesting. Bobby seemed 
gl'nui!lely delighted that the lady knew something ofche>s. 

Well. my name is Robert James Fischer. ' am the World Chess ChampiOfll' ex· 
claimed Bobby, with a definitive voiat. 

'Come on: said the lady. 'Stop ma�ing joke •. You are not Bobby Fischerl Yes, 
terday we had Oali. today, !>OW. we have fischer.' She pouted. 'But look, buy me 
another glass of champagne and I'll can you Bobby for the rest of the evening.' 

"Bobby was of course .hoc:ked that the lady (tidn't believe him, whereiU I WiU 
in convulsive laughter. Bobby WiU poring through his wallet and jacket trying to 
find some papers that would p<""l' to her who he was. He had been .pending 
year. denying his identity and the one moment that he desperately wants to 
prove who he is he Q.nnot. Even when I tried to rescue him and say. "Ye>. this is 
really Bobby Fischer: we both received a disbelieving look, It was one of the fun­
niest e�periences of my life, Fischer couldn't prove who he was," 

Bessel, who has an easy..going nature and laughs often, always tell. thi, story 
with enthusia.tic laughter. Ofle get. a sense in his telling of how hard he mU5t 
have laughed. Beisel', Itory always ge15 a chuckle from me whenever he reten. 
it. or if I do. II i. the story- that I'd Hke to .emember" Bobby by, one where he is 
proud. of who he was and want. to prove his true identity, rathe. thin hide be­
hind the mask he made fOf himself. 

Foo me Bobby is an enigma; a mythic:al person. A hero who became a bitter 
man and Komed the world. A man who Wfl'Stled with and fought against de­
mons. real and imagined A man who tilted at windmms. But wOfSe, far WOfSl', 
he was a man of e)<1:raordinary potential that went unfulfilled. 6obby <ould have 
been the Mohammed Ali of the che>s world. He could single-handedly have 
pulled the sport up and placed it upon the world stage. He de<;lined such �n he­
roic role and prefelred to eKape to his own private. secluded WOI"Id. The loss 10 
the chess world was simply immeasurable. 



Chen Ollels; My Gomes with the World Clwmp/om 

Bobby Retums 
Bobby ........ , of course, a chess god. Had he continued playing, no one can .ay 
what he would have achieved, what matches and tournaments he might have 
won, whether he would have gone on to make an unassailable match and tour­
nament reo:;ord, and whether he would have reigned supreme for a decadt: or 

-.. 
But in 1992 Bobby shocked the world.. He came out of retirement, playing a 

rematch with Boris Spas'''y. It wa.. a match that Garry Kasparov. amongst many 
othen, bad-mouthed. de<:laring the games to be of poor qu.a�ty and examples of 
"old men's chess". It was .aid that Bobby belonged to a different era and should 
not have played again, as his play damaged hi, legend'lTy status. Surprisingly, it 
WilS a line taken up by Cht:Is Life, the offl6al USCF publication. Annotators 
seemed especially eager to uitiote the TnO'oIeS played. I visited the match, met 
with Bobby for a d<ly and wrote a boolc about it. No Regrets. 

Let's put this 1992 match into its proper cor>text. shall _1 Bobby had not 
..-.oved a pawn in public in 20 yean. To call him "rusty" would be an under­
statement. It wouid be as if iI cyclisl like Lance Armstrong retired for two decades 
and then announced he would compete in the Tour de France. An impossibility. 
So what could I expect? I expected Bobby to win, but to do so in a vel}' sloppy 
contest lmtead, I challeng.e everyone to replay Game One of that match. It Wi> 
incrediblel Not just a gem, this was an outstanding !time. EveI)' single move of 
Bobby's was right on. �rfectl l wa.. staggered Then _ go to Game Two. Again. 
for about the fint 60 moves, Bobby played perfect che ... Iu.t perfect. He buil t  up 
a winning JX>5ition, but in the .ixth hour of play allowed Bori. a tiny escape­
hatch, which he found and eluded defeat Amazing. BobIly came back to chess 
and played hi. fint 100 move-. perfectly. let me repeat that: perfectly. Who 
know. what he could have done had he been active for 20 years, but those fint 
100",.,...-,. in 1992 convinced me he had the potential lobe the best eYer. 

I had a conver.alion with my father in the early 19805 about Bobby. I had 
spo .. en about my admiration for Bobby, and my father had been almosl vehe­
mently d;';missive. I was taken allack and asked why he harbored such iI strorl9 
and negative ""inion aboul him. To quote: "Bobby won the World Che.s Cham· 
pionship. He fought and won it once. Once. I was a parachutist Any idiot can 
jump out a( a plane. You got respect when you did il the second time because 
you know your fean and whal you have to face." 

Strong and telling words indeed. 

Meeting Bobby Fischer 
I went to Yugoslavia for part of the 1992 Fischer·Spa .... y match and met Bobby, 
.perding a day with him. Our .hort time together ......... from my point ofview, a 
wl)'enjoyable experience. I wa, elated to have met him at all and am grateful to 
him for the time we spent together. one whole day. 111 trea..ure it He personally 



Bobby Fischer 

thanked me for having t.,.�led to S�t; Stefan for the match. He lamented that I 
was the only American grandma�tf:. to do so. � felt that his mum had not re­
wile:! the a<:claim it dew<Ved. 

I say this as bad:ground to the �(k I received from the g.,.�ne that 
Bobby was apparently angl)l with me because I wrote No Regret! and hence 
benefited hom his return. I joined the legions of others who profited from him. 
While No Regrm brought me neither fortune nor fame. I was quite proud of the 
work and rea:i� a fantastic oompliment hom Boris Spassky. who purchased 47 
cop;es. Clearly this was a case of "damned if you do and damned if you don'I". It 
saddens me to think that Bobby thought poorly of me before his p;using. 

It would be foolish for me to write again about my one-day ..-ling with 
Bobby here. as I chronicled it completely in No Regrth. Looking back, I would say 
Ihat IWO things stood oul from OUr merling. The first was how Bobby compli­
menled me on my Fivt Crowns. That bool �pIy analyzed all 24 games of the 
1990 Kasparov·KaTJlClY match. In _II OWr two hundred pages of anal)"lis Bobby 

found two mistakes. Mistakes I too had discowred after publication. He knew 
the games and where I hadgone astray. I wa� amazed. 

The second thing was that before I met him in his suite both Eugene Torre 
and S�toza. Gligorit told me lhat Bobby was sore with me. I had written in /n­
lide Chess a line he didn't like. I wrote about him as "the ghost of Pasadena". A5. 
Bobbyoomplained. "I'm not a ghost. I'm a ma ... " 1  therefo.e resolved to apologize 
to him and receiw: his forgiw:ness. When ow: went to �ake hands I held on to his 
while apologizing. I didn't let go until he said. "Let's forget the whole thing." 

Dna that was out of the way. Bobby was animated. spoke quickly and 
laughed easily. We �ared stories of the martial artist Bruce �. whom we both 
admifed. To .",ad lhe full account of my merling Bobby. ' ,efer readers to NoRe­
g'ets. After 1992. I never met. spoke with Or had any coTlespO!1dence with Bobby. 

One book I will always "easure, e�n if the CClW'r jadel has broken off, is 
Bobby'. My 60 Mnnorob/e Go�. There are slories for every game played and 
this one jusl Ikkled my funny bone. Arthur Bisguier relates the following inci­
dent al the New York State Open. held in Poughkeepsie, NV in August-September 
1963. The following is from The Art of lI�u�" �lected QI""" 1961-2003 (Mil­
ford. ZOOS) 

'Paired against Bobby in the New York State Open lhat�ar, I noticed that he 
was taking a long time to move. Then I saw that he'd fallen sound asleep. In a 
fewminuttslhe flag on his clock would fall. and he'd lose on timt. Than not the 
way I like 10 win games. tourneys Or titles. So I madt what somt called my big-
9"st blunder of the tournament. I awakened fischer. Bobby yawntd. made a 
move, punched his clock and prOCHded to beat me. It ended up as Game 45 in 
his My 60 Memoroblt QI""". Laler I heard that Fischer had stayed up late the 
prtvious night playing spud chess for money." 

j don·t think I'"", had an OllPOnent fan asleep at the board. but §orne sure ha� 

" 



Ch� .. D,,�Is: My Gom�. with th� World Chompiom 

com� do�. j ha� 'iOmetimes been omoemed tha.t'� an eff� of the positional 
;o.��� of my �¥e- I wonw wh;o.t I would hav� done_ I �trong1y believe in in­
forming my opponents to p<es� their dod< ifthq h;o.� f;o.i\ed to do so.;o.s well a� 
letting them know that the time control has been reached (if I'm sure myself). 
But if Bobby fell ;o.slef=p ' might ha� felt that the pool fellow needed an hour's 
resL 

In closing this chaptel. I place Robert James Fischer as the third greatest chess 
player of aTi time. He was a giant who deYoted h;m�lfto chess and left a breath­
taking legacy of games behind. 1 fear he will be remembered mole fOI having 
abandoned the game p<ematurely than fof what he ga"", the game. In chess, we 
remember Our losses much mOle than oul wins. Bobby'S absener was thl': biggest 
loss that chess suffered siner Paul Morphy. The road to rt<f1VO!ry is stm ongoing. 

The.e is an Icelandic �o on Bobby Fische. which ' thought was very gOJOd, 
http://vKleo.googk.comfVideoplilyldocid-811076238484S64477B. 



Chapter Two 

The Giants 

Th� 9.eat British �t'Jltist SiT Isaac Newton wrote that "If j haw seen further It ;� 
by standing on the shouklO':n of giants.· Wh;� _ start� with Bobby Fischer. 
BObby too �ood on the woulders of giants. When j look at the pages of chess 
history. Paul Morphy (1837-t884) is wtlere the line of World Chess Champ;ons 
really �ins. Although he was not officially Worid Champion, foI' me and for 
many others Mofphy was tho! first truly great pla� of wolld class and was ,im­
ply the best player of his time. How better to defi� a World Champion? After a 
mdecrrlc Cilrn. dV�ting aD his (ont�po!'aries. Morphy announud his .eUre­
ment and sl� playing sffious �s in public in 18S9. It could "'" claimed 
thai he was one of the ea.lie<;t world ce""britie.;. 

A Brief HidOf)' 
When Paul Morphy ,to� playing. tho! .ewgnlzed leading player of the ful'Ioo: was 
Adolf AndenseTl (1818--t879). who had dedsiwly lost a match to Morphy in 18S8. 
Some sew:n yeaTS after Moo-phfs retirement, in 1866, Anderssen lost a match more 
narrowly to Wilhelm SteiniU (1836-19001. Following his victory, St�nitz was am­
sidered the woOd's leading player. I-Io:>wNer, it wa5!1't unt� his match with .Iohan­
riel Zukertort in 1886, ""'e� the t;Ofltract specifically statN thal t� match was 
"tOf the Championship of the WQl'ld" thai Sleinill came to be regarded as the first 
official World Champion. Should this � e>!tend from 1866 Of from 1886? 
Your choice_ Rega.rd16$. from 1866, Strinitt dominatN aD of his rivals. 

The match bet� Wilhelm Steinitz and loI1ann6 Zukertort in 1886 was 
played according to what would be referrN to as 'the Ste;nil. Ru16" Th6e 
anN for the winner of the match 10 SCOre len wins. with draws e�c1uded 
S\einitz won the match by a de<:isive SCOre: len wins, fiw draws. five losses. 
Sleinitz dmndN his title frequently and succ6sfully againsl strong compeli-
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tion, and in so doing ga..., tm, World Champion�hlp titllo a luslB Ihal lasltd for 
m",� than a cenlury. 

St�iniu lost his litllo in 1894 to Emanuel Luk�r (1868-1941). Lasktr won 1m, 
match convincingly by I�n wins. TI\Ie losSoeS and four draws. In 1896f97 Lasker 
and Sleinitz conlesled a rematch whkh lasker won �n mor� dt"risiwly, by I",n 
wins, five draws. and two loss.es. lasker went on to hold the litllo for Ih'" Iongesl 
of an 1m, champions. kteping it fo' 27 �ars. H", too wM acti..., in d�fending hi� 
tit"", despite tm, absence of an off"lcial. "'!I"nized S)'5�m for determining who 
1m, most sUitabllo chaneng�r wa� al any g�n lime. 

In March-April 1921. Emanuel lask"" was defeated by � Raul (apablanr;a. 
(1888·1942) in Havana. Cuba. Laske' ,,,,signed the match after gam� 14. having 
lost four games without a single victory. Lask",(s supporters. of whom lher� we,,,, 
many, pointed 10 his poor health. but Capablanca was at 1m, peak of his 
str",ngth, and lask"" himw:1f was gracious in �al 

Capablanca held the til� "om 1921 to 1927. when he lost it to A�under 
Alekhine (1892-1946), In a match played at Bl.If:nos Aire-s. Argentina from Sep­
lember to November 1927. Tho! rules had changed 10 the "first towln SiK games" 
unde, the "london Rules. ·'1 proved to be the longest match played forthe World 
lille up until modem times. Allokhin", won a litanlc struggle wilh six wins, 1m.,.., 
los� and an iT>Crl':dible 2S draws. Who !mows how long 1m, malch mighl ha..., 
la�ttd had it been contested unt� tm, first t",n wins had been <;CO{ed. 

Alekhin"" � vk:torywa� a stunning w.rpri� to tht chess wo.ld. as capablanca 
was con�idered a big favorite and, �n, ·invincibl�·. Many hoped for a r�makh 
Whil� much ha� been written about whdhe. o. not AI�khin� dodgtd his rival, 
tm, realily i� that they ne�r played anoth�. malch for the litle. 

In 1935 Alekhine un�xptctedly lost hiS title 10 Machgie1i� (MaxI Euwe (1901-
1981) by a scor� ofnin� wins, thirteen draws and eight losses. They pla�d a re­
match, and Al�khine regained th� title from E\lwe in ��moo 1937 by a ded­
si� scor� I�n wins, four los�s and �l�n draws. Tho! reason for the lopsided 
final SUIre is Ihat Eu_ lost four otthe last five games. After t� two matches, 
Alekhin� didn't defend hi� tit1� again but held it unlil he died in 1946. With the 
dolh of Alexander Alekhine. _ are coming d�r to the moment when I'm able 
10 reach back across time and offer a f� glimpses of our great predeassors. 

If _ pause for a moment and recogni� Steinitz as World Champion from 
1866. ""'tending tm. reign backward instud of from 1886, lhen Iht first fiw hold· 
ers of the World Championship title kept it for 80 years. with Emw holding 1m, 
title for mer",ly two of lhoso!: �ars.. As we move 10 Iht post WWII pmod and 1m, 
start oftlw: � Jll111ennl\lm, IIw: title would cha"9'" hand� ala much fasl"" pau:. 

H is Ihrough tm, Polish·born grandmasler Miguel Najdorf thaI we calch OUr 
f"st story. rw been a witness on at Iea�t Ihr.,.., OQ:a�ions when Najdorfha. told 
it. Chess historians hav", sought 10 <;00. 1m, veradty of this tale bul wilh no w<­
cess. Th'" ",sSBltial� go Hk", this. 



While in Poland, Miguel played for a dub that �ted a �jmultaneou, display 
by Aleunder Ale�hine. The event was for forty players, but the dub deliberately 
contrived that ten pla)"'TS were missfng. They sought redress with Alekhine for 
the missing JlIa)"'TS and the lack of entry fees. Would he be willing to play twenty 
r�ular simultaneous games as well as playing anothe. ten while blindfold.1 
Thirty pla)"'TS in all and the fee for forty boards would. be fully paid. Alekhine 
agreed with the change. The dub then 'fO"eted it, W!ry best ;Ka)"'rs. including 
Miguel, into thl': rOOm wIlere the blindfold board games would be played. Mean­
willie 20 _ake. pla)"'rs would play thl': regular simultaneous gam� While 
Alekhine mopped up thl': 20 �odaJ lambs. he had trouble in the ten blindfold 
9"mes. In fact big trouble. In his blindfold game. Miguel played a Sicman wIlere 
he made a. stock exchange sar:rifke against White's c3-knight. Alelchine declined 
it. but there followed a. _.R.:31<i13 !oiIcrffice wl1kh couldn't be refused. Miguel_n. 

Many )"'ars later Miguel and AIe1<hfne conte-sted a tournament game in Bue­
nos Aires. The game ended in a draw and the tv.o _nt out fo, dinner and ended 
up drinking togethl':r late at night. Giving a toast. Miguel !oiIluted Alekhine as 
follows; "To the greate-st chess player in the v.orlel. Doctor Ale�ander Alekhine. 
long healthl Just remember I have a plus score against)Oll." With that Miguel 
downed Ilk drink. Alekhlne shook his head and re-sponded, "Miguel. I miIy be 
completely drunk, but a draw doesn't give you a plus score against me." And he 
in turn drained his glass. 

Miguel then as1<ed AJekhine if he remembe,ed a particulao Simultaneous dis­
play tourthat he had made in Poland. �khine fro.vned and puzzled, t<)1ng to re­
membeJ. Several minut .... passed by. "I don't remember playing against you. "I!acl­
ing his brain§, Alekhine trled to plac:e Miguel's face. Miguel reminded him that 
indeed they had not "met" in the physk.al sense as he was in another room playing 
blindfold !JiIIDeS. Again Alekhine frowned, shaking his head and fen deeply Into 
thought. Finally he asked. "Did you g� me the RxC3 and Rxa3 sacrif"ICe7" 

Miguel turned cold "My God. Jasse •. How is this possible1 He gave a simulta· 
neous game miInyyears earlie •. a random blindfold game and he remembers my 
sacrificel You see. lasser. that is what mak .... them (World (hamptons) SO great. 
They ha�e a fantastic memory and they don't forgive or forget a lossl" 

It really is a marvelous story and 1 desperately want it to be true ile<:aus.e it 
goes to the heart of chess greatnew all ihe wo.ld champ;,;ms I've met do have 
great memories and they all hate to lose 

MaxEuwe 
From Alekhine we cootinue to Machgielis (Max) Euwe. 'Nhile playing in one of 
the Lone Pine tournaments in the late 19705 I met "Mr. Euwe." OUr con�ersation 
was light and pleasant. At that time he was the President of the FIDE. 'Nhat 
struck me was that he followed the !fames intently and en)oytd kibitzing and 
analyzing in the post-mortemfanalyl;is room. He appeared a dignified elde.ly 

" 
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yentltman from whose lips came some really el«enent suggestions. Somehow to 
my t�nage mind It seemed incongruous. I don't know why; chess players were 
su� to be tough, young guns fighting hand·to-hand type of battles.. Such 
sage, dignified men were not to be so adiwly engaged. yet there was Mr. (uwe, 
throwing patties with the �I of the young lions. It was easy to be admiring, 
especially when his IT\()\'fi we.e consistently proven to be right. 

for the Dutch, of course, Max EuWl': was a chess giant bringing the game's 
eternal flame to the attentiOfl of the Dutd1 public, where It became engrained. 
Today, Hohand is one of the best countries in wI1ich to bo! a chess professional. All 
of Hofund·s professional piil�T$ are deeply indebted to EuWO! for his legacy. The 
Dutch GM Hein Donne. wn:>te of Euwe that he was "The Good," as well as "The 
Wise" and "The Just". And so forth and so on. That, "an things good sprang from 
Euwe: In� after writing such a chapter about Bobby fischer I'm elated to 
reach out and to write simi\a.rIy glowing things about someone I barely met But 
then there is IJf:ntlarsen.. 

FOI' those who don't know, the Danish grandmaster IJf:nt larsen is my one 
true hem. and this booIc is dedicated to him. Of an the master'l I'� ever known I 
admire IJf:nt the most. It is not just the strength of his charillcter, his eJOrtraordi" 
nary mind. his gift fOl' languages. his wonderful sense of humor. and his absolute 
... ghbng determination for victory at the board It is that he has an of these quali· 
ties and much, much else besides: he is a man of character, of principle ilInd. 
most importantly, he is truly a kind warm person as wen. If it is possibko: to say 
so. he is as worldly and as decent a person that there ponib!y can be. t low  himl 

And IJf:nt Larsen hated Ma� (uwe. 
Again we .eturn to tho...., lone Pine days of closed Swiss tournaments of e�­

traordinary strength and rich in title norm possibilibes. The later editions fea· 
tured nine rounds of play, but the playing sd1eduit: was utterly ridiculous. We 
would play fiw rounds in a row, followed by two rest days and then the remain. 
ing four rounds. "Why, evel)'One asked. Why not pliIy for thr� days. then a tr� 
day, then thr� mo<e rounds, then a fr� day and then play the final thr� 
rounds? Why not in�d The answer was Sammy Reshevsky. Sammy was an Or­
thodox kw and to ;w:oommodate his Sabbath. Sammy needed fridays and Satu!­
days off. So that WillS the schedule of play. While these consecutiw: tr� days cre­
ated an excellent opportunity for louis Stilltham, the driving force behind the 
great Lone Pine tournamenu, and his wife Dorothy to throw a party, most play· 
er'l had littko: el...., to do but p<epare and wait. Poker games and blitz 5e'Ssions 
broke out at the DowVillil Motel where t stayed. and some more adventuresome 
sorts made the drive to Las Vegas. It was during 0"'"' of these free days that I re­
ceived an urgent messayetrom Bent Larsen to join him fOI a drink... 

When I a,rlved at his rOOm Bent was more than a little toasty and he poured 
me a rather g.enerous glass ofwine to start with. He be<Jan. "Vas....,r, do you think 
rm a boring person?" 

.. 
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Chell Duels: My C<lmIl!'J with the WOfld Ch<lmpions 

could end the campaign, as could poor preparation,lack of s�p, poor food and 
the rest, Fanure to qualify meant that the three'year cycle would have to run its 
COU� lIdore starting �in, 

Iknt was convinud that he could qualify and bKomea candidate again, but 
not if ht was forrN to play an Inteflonal imide the � Union, To play in tht 
cycle successfully his OM and only condition was simple: "00 not put me in tht 
SoviorllnteflonaH" 

A$ the.e were two Inteflona! tournaments, OM played in the West and the 
other in the East, this was no problem for FIDE and for its President Max Euwe, 
Iknt as one of the g.eatest stan in Iht West, would play in the western Inter, 
zonal. Simple. According 10 Bent, Max Eu_ gave him an absolute, stone-cold, 
personal guarantee that he would not have to play in a Soviet Interzonal How, 
ever, in the 1970s, Bent was forced to play in not one but two Soviet Interzonal 
tournaments, �ningrad 1973 and Riga 1979. Iknl did not qualify in either_ His 
dreams of Wo.1d Championship glory ended. 

Why did Max Eu_ give Benl his solemn verso ...... l promise and then "break 
his wo.d"1 1 have no ide;>. I don't know how the drawing d lots w;os conducted or 
the politiG of FIDE, and I don't pretend to know. All j know is that Bent held the 
1973 Lenin9rad InteflOnal against him and wouldn't forgive him even whfle 
Euwe's fai�ng health turned criticaL. 

Not e�ly what we ...ould call a "beautiful" story is itl Or ewn a nice story. 
Rather a cruel. cold story that leaves uS mystified and .ad, although it sheds so",,", 
light on the passion that potential and actual WoOd Champions bring to their pur, 
suit of the highest honoJ. IfBent had had an opportunity to play in a Western In, 
terzonal and had he qualifoed (or not) the two ",,",n might well J1,;)ve parted the very 
best cl friends. Cmainly chess history WOlJId have � differenl By the middle cl 
the 1970S there was no Bobby Fischer and nobody knows how far Bent might have 
trawled, absent tho/: playe. who knocked him out of the 196!H972 C)'tle. Bent was 
an awesome player and at tho! board a force to be red<oned with. 

A New Era 
Turning to a nicer �ory. _ _  continue our navels with Maw Euwe. After winning 
the World Championship title from Alexander A\ekhine, {"we lost the title in a 
.ematch. Alekhine died in 1946 as tho! title holder. What to dol After m"ch discus-­
sion, tho/: FlOE GeneTal Assembly decided to award the title back to Max ("we, with 
the e")leCtation that ;os Champion he would defend the title against a crNibl� 
Chal1engeJ. ("we accepted ROE's offel and was WoOd Champion for a day. TIl<': 
following day, the Soviet delegation arrjw,d late at the General Assembly nwtIng 
and the motion was opened again fo, diSCUSSion. The p<evious motion awarding 
the title to EUwt was rescinded and instead a tournament of the world's strongest 
players, including {uwe, would � held to deienniM a new World Champion. Mik, 
ha� BoMnnik was the winntr of tht five-playe.- round robin (tht ATnl':r'c.an 
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rh� Giant. 

Granoirnaster Reuben Fine declined to play), SCOIIng 14/20, three pomts clear of the 
fieldandbecame the new World Chess Champ;oo in 1948, 

Botvinnik's vdory ushered in a new era in the chess world Henceforth, FIDE 
would administer a three-�ar £y<:1e under its auspOees which would produce a 
Challenger to the rrigning Champ;cm, The p.ev;ous periods of willy_nilly wo.1d 
Championship matches bdng st� baSt<! on the ability ofa Challenger to f'md 
a sponsor would pass for the time heing, Mo.e on this story in ou. final chapte" 
Under the new fiDE £y<:le any National Champion <:QUId enter the cycle by quali_ 
fying th.ough a Zonal tournament event, which would lead to an Intenona] 
tournament, the winnef'l of which would qualify for a Candidates' tournament, 
late. to be m� to Candidates' makhes, at Bobby Fischer's insistence to p.e­
vent conusion. The winne. of the Candidates' tournamenUrnatches would be­
come the offidal Challenge., eaming ihe right to a Championship match. The 
Championship would be a 24-game match with the Champion having "draw 
odds" (in case of a 12-12 tie, the Champion retained his mle). If the Challenger 
failed in his quest to unseat the World Champion. the Challenge. would have to 
start the ne�t cycle an ow:r again, pe.haps even from step one, the Zonal event. 

Mikhail Botvinni1c also insist� upon one further pen:; for the Champion: 
should the Champion lose the title match, within one �ar the Champion had the 
right to a return match as Challenger. The essentials of this system would re­
main In place until 1993. 

Pr1vat�Iy, lop pla�rs ;ol<e about "Championitis", It is a st.ange v\nIs that af­
flicts pla�rs only when they a.e world Champions, although ea.1y symptoms a.e 
dctectable at the Candidate and Challenge. stages. hsentially, the title or even 
the closeness of the title goes to their heads. Thei. egos be<:ome so inflatNl they 
lose their humanity and cease to 'espect others. Not all a.e susceptible to the 
disease. Howeve., when it fla.es up the .esults aTe not p!'etty_ 

Mikholil Botvinnik 
Mikhail MoiSeyf:vkh Botvinnik (1911-1995) has been dubbed the "Patriarch" of 
Soviet Chess. It WillS largely as a result of his influence that the 24""9"me match 
system, as well as the advantage of a "return match for the defeated wo.1d 
Champion" WillS put in place after Aldhine's death. In various writings, including 
his own, Mikhail was portrayed as a stern and rigorously conea f'J!jU.e. "Iron 
logic" rul� his style of play, and this same "rulhless correctness" ma.k� his 
public character. At least this was how his public image was presented and how 
he was po:rceived by the public. A .Iem, correct figure, fiKat� on dedicat� ha.d 
wort under the rules of iron logic. 

Once askNl about "blitz chess" Mikhail was very clea. in his views: blitz chess 
was bad It leadS to sloppy play and poor habits. The time would be better spent 
on ha.d study! (Pro. me. I spent my whole career playing blit�.) 

I met Mikhail on three occasions, although I can', seem to pla<:e them all p.e-
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cisely. � fif'lt time was at a GMA SWIFT tournamtnl in tt... latt 1� and the 
.....nole Botvinnik publk imagt (rumbitd btfc,rt my t)'tS. No longer WOrld Cham· 
pion. here was a smiling. gtntlt man. who spokt to mt with a lwinldo! in Ills eyes. 
He had brought me a gift from Moscow. a bottle <A Arrntnian cognac. At another 
ll"I«"tmg. on September 14. 1994. he ga� me a copy ofhk btst 9"� with a best 
wishes personal inscription. It � that wht� 'Nt mtt Mikhail wanltd to 
complime!1t me 0!1 my play and had sever-oJ qutStions about my gamtS... 

Wt didn'l sJ'f'ak �nglish together. Mikhail usually brought his nephew with 
tnm, who dutifuny translated tverything. �ach meeting wit h  him was an tx· 
tremtly pleasant eKperitnce. Mikhail was gracious. warm and dlarming towards 
me. I haw no idea why, but 1 �ry much enjoyed his company. We discussed 
chess and analy:<ed together blindfold. He didn't miss a JTIOIIe. Considering his 
advanced age I was �ply imprMsed. 

While I neWr analyzed Or played with Botvinnik on a board, I had the wry 
strong imprMsion from Our conwrsations that he followed the ga� of the top 
pla�f'I closely and was up-t<Hlate on many che .. matters, including FLOE poli­
tiel. Mikhail also had one great SOU� of pri� he was wry fond of one of his 
students. Garry KasparO\l. When Garry's namt was mentioned Mikha11"s fa« 
posit�lybtamed with delight. 

Garry Kaspar"" once told me a story which went ne this: he had an ad· 
journed ending in which he had pawn and bish� fOl" the exchangt and was 
worried whether he could hold the position. He telephoned Botvinnik and after 
explaining the material imbalance got a question in return. "Does your bishop 
haw a square on whkh it is firmly anchored?" asked Botvinnik. "No." Garry told 
him. "�n you are lost." This discussion look place before Garry had gi\ltm him 
the actual position. Indeed. further analysis by Garry proved IIOtvlnnik to be (Of­
Tect. ·Yasser. it was eklraordinary. He Immediately put his finger on the very 
heart of the position. I'W never forgotten." 

It is strange to correlate the publk image of IIOtvinnik wfth It... poivate one 
which I saw from our meetings. Then again, I didn't know him when he was 
Champion and whatever ·Championitis· might ha� afflicted him had passed 
away. 

One story I've always loved. It was in the 1973-197S cycle. BoriS Spassky had 
lost his title to Bobby Fischer, and the authoriti� of the Soviet Chess Federation 
fretled about how to win the title bad. � Federation -enl a letter to all its top 
grandmasters and trainef'l to requ�t their opinions on the playef'l in the cycle. 
Botvinnik ,�ponded with detailed analysis and dossiers of each of lhe players. 
Pi\9M and pag� on Spassky. Karpo..-. 1(0Khnoi. appraising their strengths and 
weakn�ses from a point ofview that was simply unique. Botvinni. came to Lev 
Po!ugaevslcy and according to Korchnoi wrote only four WOlds, 'He has 900d 
health." I always smile when recounting this story and when ' tell n t laugh. Mik· 
hail had a sense of humor but he bpt it deeply hidden. 



Tht GlontJ 

Vanily Smyslov 
One of tht �indest and most outstanding of the World Champion., yet perversely 
one of the least knO'ffll to the westem world i> Vass�y V;mflievich Smy.1w (who 
held the title in 19S7·19�). WMe Mi\ha� Botvtnnik has been extolled both at 
home and abroad as a chess giant, Va..ily was one of the four other player. to 
compete In the 1948 World Ches. Champlon,hip match-tournament, won by Bot­
vinnik. folks remember who won, but tend to forget that V;usilyw;u second with 
an 11120 scor� In 1953, 5myslov won the Neuhausen-Zurich Candidates' tourna­
ment (18128), two points ahead of David Bron.tein, to qualify for a 24·game match 
with Botvinnik. The 1954 matl;h ended in a 12-12 draw and Botvinml< l<ept the title. 

Three year. Later, in 1957, 5myslov again won the right to be ChalIenger_ This 
time, Sruyslov won the match, defeating Botvinnik by a 12'/>·9'/> score and be· 
ame the seventh offidaDy re<:ogn;�ed World Ch.lmpion_ The following year Bot· 
vinnikexerdsed his light to a "return match" and prellailed by a 12'/>·10'/> score. 
What is remarkable is that in the West "Iron Mike" Botvlnnik h;u a justified 
reputation as a great player and an overarching influence on the "Soviet School 
of Ches,". An true. But consider that in their three World Championship matches, 
5myslov won 18 games to Botvinnik', 17 (with 34 draws). andyet he w;u cham. 
pion for only a single year. Who was the better player? During hi> tenure Botvin· 
nik described his status as "fir.t among.t equal,". I'm .ure he had Vas.ily 5mys· 
lov in mind wflen making that .talement. 

AI last with 5mysloY I'm on firm tenain. We pLayN fIVe toumament games 
together and In the next chapter _11 look OIl my duel, with the seventh World 
champion. 

Mikhail Tal 
Our next World Champion i, eIIeryone', favorite. Mikhail Tal (1936-1992). "Mi,­
chao to one and an. Blessed with a charming pers-onality and an ea.ily pro­
nounced name, Mischa w;u danling at the chess board. A comel that burned ,0 
brightly he nearly consumed himself. Hi, d�ss w;u danling, exciting, s.acrificial 
and above an edgy. At the board th� was always a type often,lon, which kept 
Tal's opponents on the edge of their seats. They had 10 be ex\l"a careful and not 
anow even a whiff of opportunity_ Tal brought energy into the po.itlon and in­
fused it with daring ;u wen a. breathtaking beauty_ It w;u impo.sible not to ad­
mire his b.avery. ln 1960, at the mere age of 23, Mischa took the measure of 8ot­
vinnik. winning the match deci,ively 12'/>·8'/>. Tal', book r"I·80Mnn;i 1960 gave 
a fascinating imider'. view on the match and it considered (certainly by me) one 
of the very best ches. boob eIIer W1itten. 

Alliin, Botvinnik availed him!.elf of the rematch clause, and in 1961 he won 
the return match. So the 8th World Ches. Champion too held the title for a ,hort 
year. 

Mischa and I met for the first time in Riga in 1979 during the Inlenonal tour-
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nament. We play� together for over a decade, with fiIIe tournament games and 
one Informal blitzbalnlng session, Wewill rejoin Mischa in Chapter 4. 

",ran Petrosian 
In the early 19S05 a new potential World Champion candidate emerged. Arrne­
nia's Tigran Vartanovld1 Petro,ian {1929-1984). He went on to play in a ,emar�­
"hie ten COnse<:\ltWe three-year qo:�, beginning in 1953 and ending in 1980. In 
1963, he e"med the tight to ch"llenge 8otvinni� and W(ln the ma.t.;h with a 12,/>-
9'/> score. Prior to thilt m"tch, FlOE hild recogniz� that giving the Champion 
both dr"w odds and the right to" return match was simply too g'e"t "n ildv"n_ 
t<>ge f:lotvinnik was denied the right to" return m"tch, "bout whid! he WOllld 
bitterly compl"in. 

Tig,,,n w"s " completely diff�nt kind of World Ch"mpion. one not seen by 
the world before o. siTl(e. Hewas " ca.utious, p"tient pl"Yf!' who ilVOided tactical 
dashes. prde.ring long. ma.rteuveTing g"mes where deep str"tegic pI"nning 
domin"ted. In sud! maneuvering games he was literally unbeatable When his 
opponents lost their 0001 and lashed out with a risl:)' moye Or impetuous sacri· 
fICe Tigran W(luld pounce and punish the aggressor. He W(luld accept the sacrl· 
fICe, neutralize the dynamics In the position and then press the matellal advan­
t"ge home In the endgame. That was the "label" and how he was described to 
thed\ess public. k. wewin see, it is a shanow as.essment indeed. 

One of the 9real quips about fue World Champions and their sacrifices goes 
�ke this: 'When Tal sacrifices, 9rab lhe malerial and Ihen think. When Botvinnik 
sacrifICes, thin� firsl, lhen take the material. When Petr�ian offers a s.n:rffice. 
you are already lost" 

I greatly admired Petr�ian's style of p1;Jy. even if I couldn't imitate it. It 
seemed lhat he had an ability to "pI"y your g"me as wen as his own" In other 
words, he was looking for your opportunities first before looking for his own. I 
found it .ema.rb.bJ.e th"t Ti9,,,n m.an<>ged to go through the 1961-1962 Inter­
zonal and Candidates' tou.n"ments without " single loss. As far as I'm awa,e. he 
i, the only pla.yer to have a<:hieved this iTl(fedihie feat 

Bobby paid a W(lnderful tribute to Tigr"n: "Petr�jan has an Incredible tacti· 
cal view "nd " wonderful sense of the dange .... No ma.tier how much you think 
deep_ .. He wHi 'smell' any kind of danger 20 moves before" 

It was this 'defe� wins" approach that was completely new to me. I had aJ.. 
ways thought that to win a game you had to lake rish and gamble. Petrosian's 
approach was Ihal of the counte.-puncher. He built up a quiet position and let 
the opponent flail about. Then when opportunity allowed, he pounc� ,wiftly 
and decisively. k. greal a strategiC player '" he was, Tigran could also playtactl· 
cany when needed. In truth, he was a 9.eat tactician as _n. 

Mo'e pr"i:;e, this time from Boris 5passl:)', who played two World Champion­
�h;p matches against Tigr"n, "1t i5 to Pdro,tan', advantage fual h" opponents 
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never know when he ;s suddenly going to play like Mikhail Tal." 
Anothe. humOl"ous quote i5 from Robert 8yrne: "Pebosian was ..:> suong. he 

was playing a defensive (ombination to trolde pie<:es long �O"Ie )'Oll .ealile<! 
you had an attad .. • 

In 1966, Tigran �os""n suC«'ssful1ydefended his tit� against Boris Spassky. 
winning the 24'gamemat(h bya 12�-11� KO'e. In 1969. Spasskywas ba<;k. and 
this time he won, with a 12Y,-10Y. soo.e. be«>ming Ihe 10th officially .ecogniled 
World Champion. 

Before passing on to 6ori5 Spasskyloet me just «he the sentiments exprened 
nearly unanimously by all of my ooneagues. as wen as those of the Champions 
and Chal�ngen: Tig.an Peuosian was the toughest player to beat in the history 
of the game. 

BoriSSPilSSky 
Boris Spassky must have been dealt one of the strangest hands of fate of any 
chess playe. ever. After winning the Wo.1d Chess Championship in 1969 for a 
purse of about 6.000 Russian ruble., th.ee years later he was thrust. dramati­
cally, on to the world stage where S250.c«l would be at stue. It was an aston­
Ishing tran.fonnation. Bori. was caught up in a whirlwind where he was but a 
light leaf in a gusting .torm. 

In my circle of friends, we all wanted Bobby to win and "kin the Rus.ianl" No 
one was �n .ure if we were pronoundng Spas.ky·. name corr«tly Or not. He 
wasn"t really a (ompelitor or a sportsman - he was just Bobby's oPPOnent. a 
player who stood in the way of his winning and bringing the WOl"Id Chess Cham· 
pOoTlShip title to Ameri<;a. It was a cruel and unfair treatment of 80ris Spassky. 
fm proud to say that �r the d«ades I"� gotten a dlance to know 8011s quite 
wen and oonsider him a good friend. Only later, when I started to Improve at the 
g,lTT>e did I halle a chance to admire his (hess and his dWader. 

At one time. Bobby FiKher set a r«ord that seemed SO implausible as to be 
positively unbreakable: he became a grandmaster atlS years old. Jaw-dropping, 
unbelievable. How was it possible? Today. 8obby's record is rout!nelybrc*en, and 
now it stand. around the 12"year-01d maIL 

When I became agrandmaste. (January 1980) aged 19 ye<lrs and ten months, 
I was quite proud ofmyself. having started to play in the summer of 1972. 1 was 
an�ious to comJ».re myself to other ·youthful" grandmaster title ame ... Of 
course, there was Bobby. He was the youngest. Whowas ne�tl 1 WM surprised to 
learn that. at that time. Boris Spassq.was the second youngest grandmaster and 
the third youngest was Henrique Meeking from 8raziL I was the fourth youngest 
grandmaster. 

If we go back )0 years there we.e just 100 Ol" sO grandmasters: today thefe are 
over 1,200. When 1 started playing chess, grandmaster norm opportunities were 
few and far between, but now tournaments where norm. are available are sl--
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multaneou.ly hekl all oYer the wo.ld. 
In 1972 Bori. Spassky was no mere opponent ready to ran by the way.;ide. This 

guy was .erious. He had twice fought his way th.ough the qo;les. convino;ingly 
demoli.hing 'ome of Ihe �t playefS in the world on the way. He had (Ome up 
again.t the unbeatable flgran Petrosian and on his second attempt won 
th'OU!lh. Spassky had .mashed against hon. and the iron gave way. 

Cioing into the 1972 malch. Boli. had never lost to Bobby and had won th.ee 
wim of thei. p.evious five gafl1oeS. Boris had defeated Bobby twice in the Crun­
feld Defense, got him in a King's Gambit. and when Bobbywas White had d.awn 
twoina Ruy liipeL 

I've watthed videos and .ead inteTviews wheTe Bobby claimed that the Ru.­
lians held him back, colluded against him, that he was the WOl"Id's be>t playeT 
prio. to winning the 1972 match and so on and so forth. All perhaps wen and 
good but pnor to the;. match. their head·to-head 'e<:ord favored Boris heavily. 
Bcril was no Ip.ing chkken ready to be plw;ked. He held a serious upper hand. 
I'm absolutely convi",ed that Bern was (Qnfldentand thought he would win the 
match. Bobby had no World Championship match e�perierl(e and Boris had been 
steeled in that OIIen twice before. 

Betis had a nea.ly universal s�. He was comfortable attacking. defending. 
playing deep strategk gafl10eS or dynamk tactical games. With a sound opening 
.epertoire, a sllong middlegame and good endgame knowledge. he had no obvi­
ous weaknesses and he had every reason to beconfident. Whywouldn't he winl 

The events that swirled afound the 1971 match were sO inten.e that any one 
of them could have put anybody "off his game" When it all comes rUlhing at you 
at once and you ale .0 totally unprepaTed for a mael.nom such a. this matth 
caused, ;t i. easy foT things to go wrong. BOTis, lhe frlI':ndly, charming, easy�oing 
per.on, was .imply blown off course. Whereas an the chaos and hoopla �med 
to feed. Bobby'. combative '"'ture and desi'e to win, BOTis had to try ha,d to find 
his bearings and to play his he'st chess. 

W11i1e much has been written .waul the 1972 match. and while I write with 
perfect hindsight, I think Bern Spilslky made a huge strategic errOl" in the match 
that would (Ost him dearly. Obviously. the Icelandic organize'! had gone an out 
to host the most prestigious kind of match they could. They had a 10llely han and 
ltage where lpectators could watch the players and where the games weTe 
filmed. In Came One. in a level position long destined for a draw. Bobby. as Black, 
spectaculaTly gTabbed an undefended white h2·pilwn with his bishop. allowing 
it to be trapped. Spassky bolted upright in his chair, wondefing fol a moment 
whether he had been wrong in believing Ihatlhe pawn was poisoned. It was. 
Despite Bobby's daring errol, it was probably oot a fatal mistake. That would 
come later and Boris won game one of the match. 

After the game, Bobby ha"hly complained that noise from the cameras film­
ing the game had interfered with his conc�nltat1on and he demanded the cam-
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e.as be .ell'lOYed. (very step was taken to make the came.as as noiseles, and as 
!nvlsible as possible. but they were not removed. Bobby forleited game two. 
Spass�y now had a two·point lead in a draw-odd, match and his opponent was. 
throwing the biggest ch6' tantrum eve • •  een. The came.a crew had pu.(has.ed 
the contractual rights to film the matth on 'tage and Ch�ter Fox insisted on 
keeping the conbactual tights to what had blossomed into a world·wide event. A 
new solution had to be found If the matth was to continue 

Would the playen ag.ee to play the game in a "janitor·s closd: room" off the 
.ide from the .tagel That way, the kelandic hO'its _re not in bT"each of their 
contract to allow the stage area to be filmed. flobby (ouldn·t complain that the 
came.as interle.ed with his concent.ation. The decision to accept the change of 
venue r�ted with Spas,ky. 

In my view. Bo.is was not just the World Champion; he lepresented theotfia 
of the Wo.ld Champion as well. It was his duty to insu.e that the proper stagIng 
of the mat(h occuned in world-class conditions. Playing in a janitor's clo�t Is 
beneath the dignity of the Work! Chess Champion as wen as the staging of the 
WOIk! Chess Championship itself. He had to reject the offe.ed solution. 

flut he didn'l Boris agreed to continue the match off-stage. Again, I"m sure 
that IklTis felt that whethe, he played Bobby on a stage. in acloset Of in a swim· 
ming pool naked. he was the betteT player and would prove it flobby-won game 
three, and the Sov;ets would ,pend Ihe 161 of the match trying to deteTminethe 
cause of Spas.ky's pool play, going SO fa. as. to conduct X-ray te.ts of the playe'" 
mailS. The .est is history. 

Boris, after leading two games to none, might have stood up and said: "{;en· 
!lemen, sorry. please exOl� me. I am the Wo.k! Chess Champion. I came 10 play 
this ...... Ich on the stage whe� the playelS ag.eed 10 play befo.ehand. I want the 
whole wo.1d to see how Wo:rrld Championship Chess <;an be sh�ased and PTe­
�nted to fans an over the world as an exciting, dramatic; ,port. I wanted an 
event of whic;h we could all rightfully be proud At this time, I am prepil'ed to 
play on the stage and only on the stage. 

"If my opponent again refuses to meet me on the stage. , wm take my le� 
and return to Moscow. Please, I undeTStand that much s.acriflce has been made 
by all kelanders and I most since.eIy thank my hosts fOI an thei. efforts and hos­
pitality. l'm genuinely g.atefu!. t do not insist that I be paid the winners Pll'� in 
ca.e of further forleiture5. Such funds can be used to help 'eco\Ie' the costs of 
the event. I'm sorry such things ted: place. Troly. flut t am the World Chess 
Champion. I mu,ttreat ches, with Ihe .espect it deserves and. I"m sony. I win not 
play in ajanitOT's bT"oom closet." 

Had Bori. ,aid this, o. something ,imila., the whoiewOTId would h� unde.­
stood. and by Cod he would have been right.. He did not. And legendl we.e bOTn. 

The rnapters on the 10th. 12th and 13th Wo.ld Champion, wm be lengthy. 
let us skip any furthe. bT"Oild b.u,hst.ok� and get started on our duels. 
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Chapter Three 

V.ssily Smyslov 

The fil'5t truly wOTld-c;Lus mal player • �, saw wa. hul Ker6. It wa. in 1975. 
V"ncouver, a beautiful dty ju5t ao;ros\ the borde. from �attle, hosted a large 
open tournament. In tl\o$e yean I often traveled north to Vanc:01JVf:., Brili.JJ Co­
lumbia and south to I'ortl,,"d. Oregon, playing in as many open events in the 
P"dfic Northwest as I (ould "Iuefie in between my w;hooI c1as..es. 1 was a ·CI .... 
A" to "Expert" player at the time, meaning I .ported a 1900-2100 rating whidl 
jumped around a great deal The Vancouver tournament. a near two-� long 
event, ran through my ",hoc1 classes and it was a difficult dechion to pan on 
thi> fine event. espedally wilen I learned that the legendary Paw Keres would be 
partkipaling. With the event .. bout to begin, friend<; we.edriving up fo. the day 
to walch the opening round I aught a ride as well. Our eye5 _'t all glued on 
Paul Keres as we wat(hed his every rrKl'.Ic. He w;u a wei dr=ed. dignified man 
with what might be <;ailed a noble bearing. He deeply imp.es� our whole party. 

In hi' game, Keres' opponent was Df:nis Allan, a strong Canadian masteT who 
employed the Petroff Defense and was a tough man to beat. We weTe all anxious 
to see how I(eres might gain an advantage.., lhal we could use the s;une idea 
ourselve.. Afte. an the announcements the game began 1.e4 eS 2.Nf3 Nf6, and 
now, without any hesitation al all I(e.es played 3.<13, as if this was a kine.­
refutation. We weTe �unk. The game continued 3 ... N(6 4-Nbdl l:kS s.n dS 6.6e2 
dxe4 7.dxe4 as 8.0-0 0-0, and Keres won smoothly in 25 moves. It was a Ihrill to 
watch a world·da�s player In action. His manner, Ins bearing, hi> unhurriN ap­
pTOa<;h to the position, the a«UTaty of his n'IOYe$, and the pre<:ision and manner 
in whkh he physkally pla)"'d his moves all made a deep impression. I was esve­
daJly dTawn to observing his physical movement of the pieces, as he carefully 
put them UlTTectly in the middle of Ihe �uare sO as not to annoy hi> opponent. 
In fact. I went home to practke .., that I could mimk his moYements as well and 
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to endeavor, a. best I could, to play rne.s ·properly" at the board; neither to dis­
turb my opponent nor to win by underhand method, of di.traction. In 'hort, I 
wanted to N world cw. and to Nha...:: �ke a worid-clas, player. t wanted to be, 
alleast in manner. Hkepaul Kere •. 

In my youthful imagination I thought that all w<lrld-<:w, players 1"I'lOVed their 
pieces wtth the ,ame grace, p<ecI.ion and accuracy a, Paul Kere •. Many in fact do 
and I was ,hocked to dfw)ver that some do not. 

The TI100St .hocklng was Vassily Sm�ov. 0 .... first game was played in 
Monlpe1li6, France, during the l!Jl1S Candidat ... · tournament We (ame to the 
\I3orM. ,hook hands warmly, sal down and fined in our score-sheets. In time a 
gong .ounded.. and an arbiter ,tarted our docks. The vel)' first move was a shock. 
Va.,ity, quile a tal man with large hands, grasped his d2-pawn and. fumbling • 
• tumbling. rumbling. it somehow made its way to the d4-squ'l.Te. whe.e it was 
plopped down rather ,hakily, released wtth a doubt and the (lock was slapped. 
Thi' wa, not the smooth prec .. lon of a _n-oiled mil(hine trained to make thou_ 
.and, of mOVfl with fluid movements. Rather. thiS was the movement of some­
one who hadn't learned the rudiments of how 10 grasp the pieces at all. Each of 
hi' mo-..e. lIad Ihe .arne quality: unfammarity wtth g.abbing, holding and mov­
ing lhe pieces. Trades � railler .trange aftal'" Vassily would g.ab my pawn 
or piece with his hand, lift and remove it from the board. and then grasp tile GiJ>­
turing piece Or pawn as awkwardly as p::Issible setting it upon the uptured 
square. While thi, was Immen.ely di.concerting al fi.st, eventually ' got used to 
hi' way of f1'lI)Vf:TJlent and soon forgot about it, (oncentrating on Ihe game i�lf. 

later. I would understand: Vas'lly was losing hi, eyesight. Ind.ed, he had very 
thick lense-. in hi' glasses wllich would make him look hard. almost m)'Opkally at 
hi. sco'esheel: to bf: (eTtain of lhe time (ontrol. ' would tell lIim when the time 
control was met. Unfortunately, this debilitaling blindness ha. (Ontinued and at 
the time of writing he .. nearly blind. 

Regardless ofhow hi. pieces .eacked Ihei. intended squares. Smyslov'. play 
was �r lacking in grace. eloegan<;e and efficiency. The longevity of his ureer 
stems. aOeast in part, from the fluid and ea.y style ofhi. play. 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 

Vanlly Smyslov-Vasser Seirawan 
Montpellier Candidates'. 1985 

Bogo-Indian Defense 

Through most of my ca,eer I've preferred the Nimzo.lnc!ian Defense. enjoying 
the rathe, po,itional 'truggles that en.ue. At the time I prefened an early king· 
,ide fianrnetto even more. a defense I called the "Modem" or Ihe "Rat". However. 
for the Candidates' tournament the Rat was too ri.ky a choke and would have to 



Che •• Duell: My Gamel with the World Chomplom 

wait. When I wanted to "fo.ce equality" the Queen's Gambit Accepted was my 
choke. 
3.(4 B1>4+ 4.Nbd1 b6 5.e3 Bb7 6 .. /11 BMd1+ 

Heading fo. a position which I've played with both sides and with which rve 
had a lot of expeflence. I could aho play 6._Be7. retaining the bishop. but afte. 
7.8<13 dS 8.0-0 0-0 9.1:>4, White ha. a slight pull. 
7.Q><d1 0-0 '.bJlI 

A modest move. As White, I usually play 8.114, g.abbing a little mo,,� spa<;e on 
the queemide. F<l. some rea.on, Smyslov's move fined Tnf! with confidence and 
IKought OUI my�t aggfessive natufe. 
8.."""," 9.Q<2 f5 1O.BcI) (DAgnm 1) 

DIAGRAM L Blad! to Pby 

10..& 
Rema,k;IDIy. 81;><;k ha. arrived at a key moment .athe. ea,1y in the gaTnf!. The 

crucial question is: should 81;u:k d>oose on move ten to ma1<e his .cd<: lift? The 
pornt i5 that aft" thoe immediate lO._Rf6. 81;u:k's ,ook is oot yet in the fife of a 
h2·bishop. which takes thoe sting out of a d4--dS advance. Suddenly, and without 
the.e being any open lines. the position takes on asha,p cha,;u:tef. FOf example, 
lo...Rf6 11.0-0n Rh6, and White has feally put hi5 king into the line offi,e. What 
made me hesitate wa. 10._Rf6 11.Bh2 Rg6 12.Rgl, wilen White will castle queen· 
side. Aftef the furth" moves 12 ... d6 13.0-0-0 Nd7, besides the thematic saaifice, 
1.4.ds with NfJ·d4 to follow. I began 10 wonder what my g6·,ook wa. doing and 
whether it was cleverly placed 

Another entirelydiffe,entllru: of play was 10 ... NgS 11.NxgS Qxgs 12.f3, when 
White has the two hi5noP'l and a slight pull. But even he,e. things aren't so c1ea •. 
Black would continue 12 . .  .d6 13.0.0 Nd7 14.e4 f4, when he intends .e6-eS. find-



Vonlly SmyJlov 

ing a square for his knight. 
With the texl l wanted to wait for White to declare an address for his king be­

fore deciding on where to commit an attack. In the parlance of the time. I de­
ckled "to keep my options open" 
11.8b� Ndl 11.0-0 

In the words of mO'lie hero. Ace Ventura Pet DetectM, "Alrighty thenl" Now 
that we know where the target i •• it seemed natural to launch the rool< lift. 
1�...Rf611 

Look. good, but the timing I. wrong. A better, more restrained choice was to 
play first 12 ... Qe7 and ._Ra8-e8. aiming for _.e6-eS and quietly completing my 
development The po .. ibility of this rook lift is not going away. 

White now faces a very severe attack and is compelled to respond in thecen. 
ler, Or else Black will just shift student body righi, to the kingside with ._.Rf6.h6. 
_.Nd7-f6114. and using just normal building moves win sack White-s kings ide. 
1)_<51 

I completely underestimated this move. White must react in the center. but 
the line I focused upon was 13.41S Rg6 14-B�e4 j14.dxe6 NdcS) txe4 ls.Q�e4 NcS 
(the drawback ofB.b3). when Black win win back his pawn with a good game. 

Now I had regrets that I didn't complete my development prior to the .ook 
lift. While the position after 13_.b�S 14.dxcS NdxcS 15.M6 QlCf6. offered fai, 
oompensation for the e�hange. I didn't fully trust the line. 
13 .. .8d5 14.cxd61 cxd6 15.Rfdl 

Highly annoying. 8e.ides th.eatening an invaskm on the c7-"'IW-,e, when any 
queen trade end. my incipient attack, White vacates the fl-square for a defen­
sive bishop retreat. While just out of Ihe gale, I was beg;nning to 1ff1 ftustraled. 
15 __ 1&616.11« Bbl 

I was determine<! to keep as many pieces as possible - if only to justify my 
rook lift. Possibly 16 __ Ndf6 l1.flxdS NxdS was a better moke. 
11.<151 

An excellent move to throw off my atto";!,,ng ambition� I had pleasant 
dreams of playing 17 ... NgS lS.Nel Nf3+ 19,N><f3 Bxf3 20.g3 Qh4, with ide<ls of a 
mating attack. Notice the spectator's role played by the b2·bishop in surn a line 
ofp1ay. 
17_He5 11.Bb51 

Dam It againl White doesn't miss his opportunity to take the punch out of my 
attack. I harbored hopes of playing _.a7-a6. and then completing my develop­
ment with ... QdB-e7 and ._Ra8-fB, with dark storm·douds gathering on the king_ 
side. 
1I ••. 8xd5 lUk61 8xo:6 1o.Qxo:6 (DIaaram �I 

While's pawn sacrifice w.un't just timely, It w.u brilliant. Let uS not forget 
that (hess is a fight, a battle of ideas. Since the start of play. I've been looking to 
the kingside to build up an attack there and White's play has comploetely pulled 
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� away from sw;h ambitions. Ind� Black now needs to play a few good de· 
fensive moves to determine the validity of """'lte', sacrifice. 

DIAGRAM 1. 81 •• to Play 

20._Qell 
And this is not one of those good moves. With this lT1o(WI:' I thought I wouid 

aattily ,eturn the p;!.wn to 'egain the initiative. Inste3d. I m3de it easie. for 
Whiteto play. 

Now was the moment 10 give up my kingside atta<king ambitions and in_ 
stead nur-e my extra p;!.wn. The oorrect � WM 20 .• Re6I. bringing my rook 
back into play. I feared the line 21.QdS Qe8 22.R<:7 Ndf6 H.Qb7 would be favor­
able fo. White. Nol true. firstly. in the position Blad hM B ... QtI. simply ptotKt­
ing the g7-p;!.wn. far mo.e importantly. after 20_.Re6! 21.Q<l5. Black has 21-.Kf71, 
a fine m� that P'oIeds the e6-.ook and keeps the c7" qua,e covered as well. 
8lack is re3dyfo • ... Nd7-f6. and ... Re6-e7. covering all the vital entry point,. White 
would still have to pr� sufflcient compens.ation fo. his pawn s.a.crifice. 
11.Nh4J Re6 n.Nxf5 Ndc:51 

This is the � into which I put great ,tock. In OI"der to avoid material loss. 
While is kicked backwanS. and I thought my initiative would roll onwards. 
13.Qd5 Nf6 24.� dS 2S.Q<2 Rdl 

This was the position I had envhloned on my 20th mO\le. 1t an seemed to be 
good. While', piece are huddled on the queenside while I ha� the cente •. good 
�lop�nL. 
16.Rablt (�am 1) 

A highly u.utious � and yet another .eally <J.nnoying one. I h;td. hoped for 
something like 26.b4 N<J4 n.Rdl R<;8. when I couid sei�e the ,·fiIe and tr<J.de off 
White's dangerous bishop. The text prep;!.res a bishop .et.e<J.! to the at_square 



Voni/y Smyslov 

and � the question: "What are you going to do?" 

The te"t also fOils my potential threat of z6 ... Qb5 H.M N113 . .... ith an initia· 
tive. as now 26 ... Qb5 27.6;01 is a simple reply. 

DIAGRAM J. BIiIdr. to Play 

26 .. �11 
Definitely not the mov.! t wanted to play in this position. As I made my move 

the Fischer quote "to get squares ya gotta give 'em" came to mind y�, , win con­
trol wer the dj·square. but ' give upthe long diagonal as ..... n as the d4-Outpo,;t 
in return. Such a trade stri�� me as favorable for White. Quite simply, I made 
this move out of frustration. t was unsure of how else to continue. The direct 
26 ... g6 27.Ng3 d4 2g.exd4 exd4 29.Qc4 is a show-stopper, while 26 ... Qb5 27.g31 
NdJ 28.Rdl le:ads 1'IOWheu:. What el� to do? 

My bigg�t problem was that at this point I thought I stood better and ..... 1.1 
anxious to press my advanta9C home. A cooler. mo.c objoective view of the posi. 
tion .... as ne<:�sal)'. In truth, the position is about �n and rather than my 
highly committal text. something like 26_Q96 or 26._QhS. activating the queen • 
.... as caned for. 
11.�21 

An important nuance. It is vital for White to keep a rooIc on the c-file after 
... Nc5...:l1. as otheTWise Black would. in time. ta�e possession of the c-file:. 
!1H.Q16 21.Nd4 Re«; 29.h3 (D ..... ilm 4) 

Hitting yet another road· block. A9ain. I didn't see a proper way forwards 
other thiln what I played, which allows an immediate dra ..... To �eep the tension. 
JlO\oV .... as a good time just to "tuck away my king" and a .... ait development� A 
line lilce 29 .• h6, fonowed by ... Kgg·h7, .... a. the most �nsible idea, with approxi· 
mate equality. Patience is a virtue. 
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Ch� .. Du�ls: My Gam�s with th� World Champions 

DIAGRAM .. BIiIdr. to PIiI)' 

19._NdJ1t )o.R<71 RId711 
Oh 001 This wM not tho: way to foru a r��ition. Tho: COITKt 1m.. wM 

1O.,R6<17 31.11(6 I1de;, with a likely draw in tho: offing. 
)LRc&+ Rdlll n.Nc61 

Pow! I simply mi»ed thi� �hot. Why didn't I tuck away my king Mrlier1 Now I 
� material by fon;e and am lost. With a heavy ho:art I have to part with my 

lad)'. 
J2 .•• Rxdl JJ.�1+ Kf1 J4.NxJ6 hl<J6 J5.RdlRdc6 )6.Rxd)! 

Simple-st. With tho: �limination ofth� knight. all of my pawns become target� 
and tho! combination of queen and bishop will dominate the positioo. 
)6 .•• exd) )1.Qxd) Rdl )U) Rd1 19.Khz Rcc:7 4O.h4 Rc64Lg4 

The game was adjourned here. and I spent a difficult night berating myself. 
My seconds Ulf Ando!:mon and Miguel Quinteros tried many tyJlo"S of ·fortress; 
but _ couldn't make anythingwol"t<. 
4L..� 

Tho: sealed move. 
41.Bd4 �14).Kal Ke7 "-&4 KdI 

This wo ... the best defense we (ould conJure up. Black hopes that hi' rooI<s will 
hold the center and .ing,ide. while his king win prot«t the b6-pawn. For sure, 
staying on the king<ide would in time lead to a pawn avalanche and a mating 
attack. 
45."5 

By no means a bad mow:. but it does allow me to a(h� the hoped·fo. de­
kn.ow: set·up. The move I feared most was 45.Qa61. when I would play 4S_.Ke7. 
returning with myking. 
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45. N<71 46.axb6axb6 41.f4 K<l1 4I.f5 Ixf5 49-o.xf5 pi fDi .... am 5) 

DIAGRAM 5. Black to Play 

It was with a tremendou� sen� of�lief that . was able to move this pawn to 
a lighl W1,-",re_ While still badly off. I'm out of the "clearly lost" lone. Setter still, 
I'm ""'Icing it as diffICUlt as I can forVassily lo win. Putting upgood resistance in 
a bad position can drain your opponenl of his killer instinct. 
so.Q.fl+ Kb1 

further soIa«. Now myking i. safe. 
51.Q.11 Rde1 U.Q.dI Rei n.Q.d7 R6e7 54.Q.d6 R� 55,Q.b4 Rc6 "-Q.dl lce6 
57,Q.dJ 1(0;6 SI.Q.<l+ y..y. 

With his lasl move, Va�sily proposed a draw, wtlkh I eagerly au:epted A ruIT· 
rr:t<N esaope. In Ihe final plsilion. the move __ Nt:7_bS. i5 very annoying to fate. 

My overall impression of Ihis game was thai I found il quite confounding_ I 
lhought lhal my opponent had difficulties facing a potentially �rious attack, 
and somehow � his making a defensive sacrifice ' was IhOl"oughly outplayed 
from a position of shenglh. I failed to ·shift" my thinking and to give up my at· 
tacking ambitions when it was better to nurse the advantage of an erlra pawn. 
It Wolln't often that I was outplayed wtlen having an "advantage" or, at least a 
posilion I liked. Va�sily made it look easy. 

Our nelll meeting took place at the 1987 New VOf\ Open. 1Dui. Statham had 
passed away, and the strongest "cJosed" SwIss event In Amerlca was ol"9'lnized by 
Jose (IXhi. who pul on a truly fine competition_ I trled to play as often as I could. 
but mi5sed "",ny of his events. To win a SwIss you ... ally need to make a big score. 
It seems lhat Va�sily wasn't In an ambitious m:>Od anddlOSt a stock drawlng·line 
against my Pirc Defense, wtlich didn't really help either <)f (lU' chances. 
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cd ... 

VilIs5i1y Smyslov-YalHr Slrir;llwan 
New York Open, 1987 

Pirc Defense 

The � ' wanted to play in OUr Candidates' em;ounter, but I couldn't find 
the daring. I was curious to see how V;llsilywould treat this line . 
.... 

Quite a surprise, as I had expected him to play something like 2.Nf}, or ........, 
2.93. In keepIng with his style of dosed po.itional play . 

• Nffi Uk3 p4-HfJ Btl1 S.Be! 0.06.0.0 814 1.Be) Ndi I.Qdl e5 (Dlaanm 6) 

DlAG1AM6. Whlteto PIIoy 

,.neS 
With this move the musk stop', a, whole.iale trades take the Me out of the 

position. lmlead, with g.dS While kttps a sman plus. 
, • ..deS 1O.RactJ. Qd 11.Q<1 Rdl 1l.Rxcll+ QxcII l).Rdl Qfl 14.hJ Bxf3 15.803 
Rdl l6.RxdI y...y. 

Drawn on V;ll,Ily's proposal. 

()n(:e more it wa, back to playing in the World Championship cycle. This time 
we played in the Interzonals, a step below the Candidates·, held in lie], Switzer­
land,.atnbs.olutely beautiful location. And , wa. Wntte this time. 
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1.C4e5 Uk3 d6 3.eI 

V�55er Seil'lllw�n-Vas5I1y Smyslov 
Biel lnterzonal, 1993 

English Opening 

Vonily Smyslov 

An attempt to give tM game a differt:nt twi.t. In hund� of tournament 

games 3.g3 has been my automatic choice. I wantffi to throw Vassily off any 
preparatioos he may have made for Our !lime. 
3.�g64.d4 Nd1 5.Nse1 1lJ1 6.,3 N� 1.8&1 0-0 1.b3 Rei (Diaanm 7) 

DIAGRAM 1. White to Play 

The game has become a kind of french Defense In rewn.e, whert: Black plays 
a Kmg's Indian Attack formatioo. White would like to see Black commit himself 
to playing .-"S-e4, espe-cially before White has castlffi on the kingside. So I neffi 
to spend a tempo on a u.eful move. 
9.&411 

It is hard to sayifthis i. 9fX>d Or bad. I wanted to retain the option of castling 
long. In case of .. -"5..,4, and to kttp the option of BeI·a3, in case the a3-fS diago­
nal became useful. 
9 .. .di 1o.h3 

The waiting cooti!lUel;. Again I'm hoping to entice Black to e><lend centrally. 
1O • ..exd4 

Blae\( has run out of ",eful moves. The direct 10 ... e4 11.94 h6 12.Ba3 NfB 
13.Ng3 dS 14.cxdS cxdS 1S.NbS was the type of line I hoped to play. If Black tries 

" 



Ch�s Oue/s: My Cames with the Wo.ld Champion. 

to ke<!p the t'""'sion by 10 __ .hS, a que5tionable �, then 11.Sa) Nf8 12.dJ<e5 
leads to an advantage for Wllite. Nole that in Ihi! last line U._<1xeS lJ.Qxd8 
RxdB lUS! wo...ld fully justify my ninth rrIO\Ie 
lL1! .. d4 

Afu:r 11.N�d4i'! as! Blacle wo...ld haw: a fine King's Indian position. 'U he h,u 
exa1\ent control of the cS-iquare. 
lL_d5 12.151 Ne4 13.Nn4dKe4 14.0-0 '51 

Blacle mU!;t not delay thi, advance. White Is ready to play BC1 .. d .. Qdl-d2 and 
Noo:2-<:3, with a veryharmaniou, position. Black has to accelerate the paa of play 
and to fight for squares while completing hi, d"""lopment, i\!; otherwise his 
game win be(:ome diffkult. 
15 .. lId CJId4 16.11l1l14 Ne5 (Dill'"lm I) 

DIAGRAM I .. White to Play 

The -pl>§ition is quite len� and the outcome of the game hangs in the balana 
<JVer the neJd few moves. What ta playl At fir.;t blu!h 17_Bxe4 is attractiV<!. as the 
fan;ing 17_._Bxh3 lB.llxbJ B"h 19.Qxh appear.; to be a fine exchange sacrifice. 
Sut if we (ontinue the line a move or two further. we discover that 19.JtbB 20.a6 
RxbJ 2l.axbJ Nf3+ U.Kh1 Nxd4 wins a piece for Blacle. AnllO)'ing. Noo:ilher is 
11_Bxe4 Bxh3 1B_a6 satisfactory .. a! with lILb"a61 Black would be happy to sacri .. 
fice an exchange him "'If. 

Black's threat of 11._Nfl+ compels me to do something. The,." wi\!; the pro­
phylactic Idea of 11.Khl, l�tePJling the threat of check. Hal Srillianti llut how 
good il While'� position after 11_.f5 1B.Nf4 lle61 1 wam't lure there wi\!; much of 
an advantage at all. Another problem i� that 11.Khl Nd31 1B.Sx97 Kxg7 19.1) e31 
is limply better for BlaclL Thil variation remindl me of the �aying "Be careful of 
the tiger y<:IU invit e for dinner. He may eat you." 

" 



Vossi/y Smy.lov 

17.BxU!1 
A r .. th..". radical soIutioo. choosing to giw: up th� two bimops to pUl"Su� a 

queensid� initiativ�. 

17 ..• Bxe5 11.QKdI Rxdl lg.Radl lk7 ZO.Rxdl-t Ixde ZUIl 
Threatening 21.8><e4, as after 21 ... 8�h3, White', rook would no IorIger be at· 

tacked. and Whit� oould continue with 2Z.8�b7, grabbing a pawn. 
11M.RbI n.Hf4 

Whit� renew. the threat of Sgz><e4, by prot«\ing hi. h).pawn. 
u_fS n.b4 (Dla,;ram g) 

DIAGRAM g. Black to Pia)' 

This was the position fOT which I ...... , aiming. tf 1 can slip in ial-dl and f2·0. 
8lack'. bishops can e",ily be<;ome dominated. 
n .... 1d1 24.NdS Ile6 25.Rdl l1xd511 

Going for the bishops of opposite coIol"S ending would not have been my 
choico:. Vassily woTTied that with fl·O. and a future C4-<5. he would be suffo­
cated. I didn't shar� his certainty that things lYOuld be so cut and dried. For ex· 
ample, 25 .• 1<f'71 26.f3 em 21.8�f3 8g5 ZS.c5 IdS. although passive (the b7'paWTl 
is a con.tant wmry). offered a lot of kicking chances. 
26.RxdS Be7 21.<51 

With this move Black has problems to solve, as While i, obtaining .erious 
qwo:en,iQe p""su�. 1 now expected 27 ... ldSI ZS.Bfl Rxd5 29.Bc4 Kf8 3O.Bxd5. 
winning the b1-paWTl. E\I6l '\0, the opposite-<oIored bishop efld9ame may anow 
Blad to draw. I harbored some hopes for the win becau,," Black's king,ide pawns 
are .. n on light squares. As Black. I would have }lImpeda! that ending. 
!1 .. ..b61 

A bad move that .. nows White a passed a·pawn. As. noted. 81ack should have 



Chess Duels, My Gomes with the World Champions 

traded rookfo- If y<:Iu are going to ddend a bad endifl9. choose the one featurmg 
Opp05ite<Olored bishops only. Tho. drawing chancn there are almost always 
much higher. 
21.cxb6 axb6 29.Rb51P 

While it was altractM to �tep up the qu�.ide prH�Ule, lhe immediate 
29.a61 was stronger. I mi��ed the fact Ihat after 29 ... Bxb4 30.a7 RaIl 31.Rd7 bS 
Black doesn't ha� ti"", to execute ... Bb4-cS><a7 as 32.Rb71, wilh tho: threat of 
n.RbSt, wins 

Hoping to �el up � blockade on the b8-.qua.e blockade after 3O.a><b6, which I 
mu�t definitely avoid. 
30.1161 

The pa.sed a·pawn, on the other hand. iI a winner. 
30, .. Bu 3LBt1 Kft n.RdS b5 

Blac.'� b-pawn fans anyway. Thi� i� Bl<l(:k'� only cllancefor a blockade. as oth· 
erwise White win play Bfl-bS-<6. thom �imp1y pu!;h tho-: a·pawn 00""'. 
H.Bxb5 Bb6 34-Rd6 Bu 3S.Rd1 RII 36Jtxh7 

A bit �adisti<;. In bi�hop. of oppl>!ite colors endingl lt  i� a good idea 10 grab as 
many pawn� as pc>!.ible. 1n�lead, 36.Bc6 Bxf2+ 37.Kxf2 Rxa6 3&.bS was �uff\c"'nt 
for the win, but I didn't want to take any ri�", sO I captured the h7-pawn. 
36 ••. 8d.4 37.Rd7 Bb6 !I.Rb7 8d.4 39.Rd7 Bb6 4O.Rd6 B117 41.8di 

Now I felt "bra"", enough" 10 carry out thi. rntlW:. 
4L..""7 U.Rxs6 

Same commenl as abow:. � grabbing while the grabbing i, good. 
42'HRfl43.Ra1� Itf7 44.Rxf7� ICJIf7 45.Kfl Kf6 46.Ke1 ICeS 47.f4� exfJ+ 4I.Kxfl 
Kf6 49.80171-0 

After the game, Vas.ily told me, "I don't know how I lc..t thi� ending." I must 
coofen it felt awfully good to defeat one of the mc..t ren<>WON end9ame players 
in history in an ending. 

In the 19801 and 199()l; the Inttrpoli. touma"",nt in Tilburg. Holland, wa. a 
calendar highlight. Invarlabty it wa, a c� round·robin tournament of the 
higho-:st calibo:l. In tho-: 1994 Nitioo. though. tho-: OTganizen ,witched to a knock· 
out s)'!tem of min;'matcho-:s, and , was paired with Vassily. These would bo: our 
last two game. �inst OOe anotho-:T. 

YaH« 5eira�n-Vassll)' Smydov 
1st matchgame, Tilburg, 1994 

Bogo-Indiun Defrn5e 

1.d4 Nf6 Z.e4 e6 3.Nf3 Bb4+ 4-Nbdz 

" 



Vonj/y Sm)f'l/ov 

R�r.ing roles from our 1985 Candidates' tournament encounter . 

.... OM 
I don', like this combination of moYeS. Black willingly gives up hi' darie­

squared bishop and _akens his d6-squaTf:. Surprisingly, at the time thi' 'ystem 
was quite popular. later4. .. 0.0 s.a3 Be7 6.e4 dS 7.eS Jlffd7 would I::..favorMo 
5.U Ixd1+ "IIIdI d611 

My feelings about this 1I"OI::IW are not just a matter of taste - it certainly lands 
Black ,n trouble. The usual choice was 6 • .cJ<d4 1.Nxd4 dS, liquidating the center 
pawns. 
1.dx(51 oIx(5 1.Q<11 Nbci7 

Black Is heading ,nto a lifel6' pCl'ition. Va .. ily wanted to avoid blocking the 
loog al-h8 diagonal with 8 ... No;6 9.O-O-O Qe1 10.8<:3 eS. which surrender. the dS­
square. but that w.ll a better <;hoice . 
.. � 

Not bad. but not best. Here . spent time looking at 9·941. initiating playoo the 
kingside. The point is that White ha.s to ask himself a larger question: "What am I 
going to do with my fl_bishop and how should I complete my development?" It is 
nice to think that 9.e4. 10.BdJ and 11.es might be played with central domina­
tion. The problem is that 9.e4 e5 gummies up the positioo and leaves me won­
dering what to do with my fl-bishop. Again, another not so bad Idea is 9.g3 b6 
to.Bg2 Bb7 11.0.0 0-0. completing my development But in this CMe the light­
squared bishops neutralize one another and I thought the position wouldn't I::.. 
anything mOre than a small plus for While. Hence my hesitation and search for a 
sharper s.olution. 

In fact 9.g41 is a very strong move as it forces Slack to ans_r the threat of g4-
gS. while also giving the fl-bishop a little f1e"ibility. for example. 9 ... 0-0 10.gS 
NhS 11.Sh3 could quickly lead to disaster. Equa.1ly 9 .. Nx94 IO.Rgl Ngf6 I1.Rxg1 is 
a very fallOrable trade for While. As. soon as 8d2-<;} is played Black wm have se­
vere difficulties on the long diagonaL This leaves 9.94 h6 10.Rgl b6 as Ihe most 
likely line ofplay. But then I1 gs h"gS 12.N"gSI Qe7 U.Bg2 Rb8 14.0-0-0 leave<; 
Black in a quandary - where is he going to put his king1 At the cost of weakening 
the h2·pawn. While has completed his dellelopment. and all his pieces are "'­
lively placed. Black's game would be diffICUlt. 
,. •. QUI (Diolgram 10) 

I rather undertStimated this move when castling. Black Illes to prevent Bdl­
f4-d6. when White is dominating. I was eKpecting 9 ... Qe7 to.Bel 0.0 n.el b6 
12.BdJ Bb7 B.NgS, when • could apply "pleasant PTf:SSUTf:" to the position. 

At this moment I had the distinct impression that Vassily had seriously mixed 
up his opening move order .. nd that sOme punishment was to be meted out. The 
combination of Black's move<; .-'7-<;5 ... NbB-d7 and _QdB-<;7, including giving up 
the dark-squared bishop, creates a woeful impTf:Ssion and I was r..-on the war­
path. Howtocrack the whip? 

" 



(heu Duels: My Games with the WOIld (hampians 

DIAGRAM 10. White to Play 

10 .. 311 
Look! like a good ,tart. I wanted to play 6d2·f4. to induce e6-eS. which 

\IoOUldcreate wea'one»es in BJa.ck', camp. 
1O.MN1411 

Highly prO\lOC.;ltive indeed. Without completing hi5 development Black ;5 rely· 
ing on tactic5 to solve his strategic problem5. I felt that now a winning combina· 
tion "mu5t" eKist. 
11.Bf4 

The m05ttempting, but again second �t. I C01JId avo>d the complio;atiom af­
ter the teJd and opt for a safe and dear advantage by 11.6<:31 ()-() (U_.N><f2 
12.8Kg7 R9B 13.QKh7 R>:g7 14.QKg7 Nxhl 1�.Ng51 is -wry dangerous for 8ladr) 
H.d, when White has the two bish"P' and the superior development. The line 
could continue 12 ... b6 13.Ng5t 96 14.8b} Ngf6 15.Rd2 Bb7 16.Rhdl, when 
White', game is the picture of hilrmony. »crffices against the eO-p;own are in 
the offing and Black's defense would be difficult. The ted wa, based on my cer· 
tainty that a winning combination would soon be on offer. 
11.··"5 n.Bh3 h5 (D!asram 11) 

Once again. Black can't afford to take the f2·pawn: 12 ... N><f2? n.8Kd7. BKd7 
14-8><0'5, fe>lowed by lS.BKg7, with a large advantage for White. 

We have arrived at the position that I felt Just had to contain a winning com· 
bination. After ali. Black', development Is terrible. he hasn't castled and hi' rook. 
aren't wnnectm I kept racking my brains but I couldn't find the win and began 
f .... ling a growing wnw of frustration. 



Vanily Smyslov 

DLt.(;RAM 11. White to Play 

1) •• ",41 
I could have played U.Be3. with a loughly even ganw, but I w .... dd�lmlned 

to bum my bridges at this point. There was nO !JOlng badl 
13._hq414.N""SI 

Riding the back of the tigel. Again, I felt com�ned to "90 ahead" 
The ex­

changE' ...crWlCe 14.Rl<d7 Qxd7 1S.Nxes Qe7 16.R<l1 ().O unfortunately �ms to 
lead to a dead end. 
U. .. Nxe5 U.Rd5 Rh51 

Clearly the only defensive TnOIIe. After 15.J6 16.(!l(eS h<es 17.Qg6+ Kf8 
18.Rhd1 Black is lost 

Releasing the tension and making Black's defensive task mU(h easie •. I have 
an old and wise exp.ession, "When attacking, invite everyone to the party." 
Hf:nce, the most "atural TnOIIe i" the postticm Is all" the best; 16.Rhd1! bl-ings the 
h1-fOOk Into the attack. To stay i" the ganw, Vassi/y would have to find 16_KfSI, 
a v�'Y counttr-Intuitive move. The natulal choice and the one I feared was 
16 .. .f61. Then H.BxeS Rxes 18.Qg6-+ Qf7 19.Rxes+ (xes 20.Rd8+ Ke7 wins for 
White. Embal"l"assing to admit. I ,imply didn't � the win aft .. " 2o_.Ke7. I was 
looking and looking, but with both my q�n and rook flOW en prise I thought the 
line was a dead end. aut 21.Qd61, solve. all of White', pooblems, since It i1 both 
cllKk and mate. 

WhHe 16.Rhdl � 17.Rl<eS Rl<es 18.Qh7 is a much superio. veosion of the 
game, alack would give bad a whole .ook with 18_.RdS 19.RxdS+ Qxd8 lO.axes 
g6, when White would have an e><t.a pawn and good winning prospects. 

So, after 16.Rhdl1 would Black have been able to hoId/ Good question. Aftel 

" 



Chesl Duels, My Games with the World Chompions 

lLKf81 17.RxeS RxeS 18.Qh1 f6 19.Bxes fxes 2O.Qh8+ Kf1 U.Rd8 " m  a piece 
down, but 8lad; is In a nasty pin without an escape. In practice, I WO\Ild rate 
Whitt's winning chanc<!"S much higher than Blacl(s drawing chanc<!"S. 
16. • .bd 17.Qh7 f6 11.Rdll 

latt, and bad .... well. The n«essary line w .... 111.Bl<esl Q><es j18 .. .f><eSII 
19.Qg8+ Kd1 20.RIIl+ Kc6 21.QI!8+ wins) 19.Rdl Kf7 20.Rd8. with an equal posi· 
tiOO as I will win back the c8-bishop. 
11_.Kf7I19.Qhll (OUgr�m 11) 

Ot> my, when it rains, It pour; and blunder; abound. Sad 10 admit, this was 
the position I was playing forwith 16.RKeSl, .... in my mind's eyE' I tho"9ht 8lack 
was helpless to prevent Rdl-d8. after which White coWd harass Slack's kif19 
A9aln. with 19.8>«'5 bIOS 2O.QhS+1 KU 2l.QhBI. intending Rd1-dB. the game 
should be drawn. 

DIAGRAM 12. lIIack to !'by 

19._Qc61 
This cool defensive � came as a cold shock. Myintended "win" of 20.Bl<es 

bes 21.Rd8 overlooked 2LQh6+1. tradif19 Q1Jeens and ending my attack. �arly, 
I had lost control over the game. 
20.Rclll 

Now I've entered some kind of a "sptn cycle" wtJere I'm gr099)' with bad 
moves. Black WC1.1ld still have to work fOT his victory after 20.Bl<eS beS 2l_QhS+ 
Qg6 22.QMS ge6 23.Rd6, wilhtwo pawns forthe bishop. 
IO._ReI! 

And now it Is just game over. Black is a whole TOOktO the good and the attack 
Is over. My winning combination h .... gone lip in smoke. 
21.Qh5+ Ke7 12.Rd6Qe4 1J..RdJ Be611 



Vossily Smyslov 

After waiting for SO long, V,mHy was understandably anxious to devt!lop. 
Frankly. I didn"t ,� what I could do after 23 ..• Kf81, whim 81ad Intends to ,kip 
with his king to the gll-square. Tho:o text. however, II. good eoough. The final 
TnOIIeS were my thrashing about. unwilllng to admit defeat. 
24.8d6+ Kdl 25.k5+ Bd7 26.Qf7 Qf5 27.8f. ,S 11.Bel Qfti 29.QJ7 b6 )o.RdS 
Ql!7 ]1.h,5 Qxg7 n.RxJ1 KC7 H.b) be31 

VassHy 9C1eS for the s.ame type of simplification a, In our Ca.ndidate.' g.ame. 
This time there is no miracle defense. 
34m) Rhl )S.e4 Rxh2 )6J(d2 RJl 17.Rf7 Rx,3 31.d Rf) 19.Kel 0-1 

This game was a truly nasty blow. yO\! can im"9ine how distrall9ht I felt 
when back In my hotel room I dls«>'Vered the line lo.Rhdll 161 17.8ote5 beS 
18.Q96+ Qf7 19.RxeS+ nees 20.R:d8+ Ke7 21.Qd6 was <hedmate. Groan. The only 
s.ati'fac:tion I <ouId derive was that my instincts had �n ri9ht -the position did 
allow a .lro"9 combination. Now, to stay in the two 9"me mini·match. I had to 
win with Slacl<. 

�" 

Vanl'y Smyslov-Yasser 5eirawan 
2nd matchgame, Tilburg. 1994 

Caro·Kann Defense 

I'w long thought that the best ITKlYO! when you � to draw with White is 
U4, as it I. wry difficult in many of the main forcing �nes fOf Black to obtain 
decent wlnnl"9 chances. 
1._c6 2.d4dS ).Ncl I6 

An attempt to keep the 9ame as 1i�ly as possible. The main liM, tend 10 �ad 
to a stale equality or a sli9ht plus for White. Tho:o text is an attempt to take advan· 
tiI!je ofWhlte's third move. Indeed. in myopinlon, the most exact is 3.Nd2, which 
an� a Mull' C2-<3. l<�ping the 1on9 al·he dia!jOnal closed. 
4h) 8,7 S..Nf] Nh6 6.Bdl 0-0 7.o-of61.Rel Nf7 9.b]ll Re1 1O.8b2 e6 

Trying to k�p the position both quiet and as Iong-Ilw:d as I can. 
��, 

Planning C2-<4, to make the play as concrete as possible. White could also 
play lLQe21, to pre�nt Black from developin9 his bB·kni9h1. with the better 

,.-
11._Nd7 1l.c4dIte41].lIxe4fS 14Jk1 (DLlaram l)) 14-CSI 

Tho:o only way to imbillance the position is to create a centla] majollty. 
15.Rbl ad4 16.Nexd4 .s 17.NbS .4 1l.Bq7 1Cx17 19.Nh2 

Okay. it isn't much but I s.a1lOffd the achievement ofhaving driven the knight 
to the p<ls�ive h2-�Il'. Vass�y continues with his plan of simplification. 

" 



Ch�$J OIJ�/$: My Gom�, with th� World ChampiQn, 

DIAGRAM 1). 8bck to Play 

19H.Nft 20.Qxdl Rxdl 21.f] 8<11 22.NcJ extJ 2J.NxtJ Be, 24-Rbdl lxtJ 
lIqain doing my best to (T�ate an imbalance. Splitting up White's kingside 

pawns and playing for the dark squares is my most plomising choice. 
25.gxf3 Itxdl16Jtxdl Ngli 11.Kg2 Rei 21.h4 Ne6 19.NU Rei 

�ing an eye on the queenside so that White isn't allowed an easy b3·b4 
and (4·e5 expansion. 
30.J(fl Kf7 31.Nc14 Nlld4 )2.ltxd4 Ke7 n.J(e) tk, 34-M11 a51 (OiaJram 14) 

DIAGRAM 14. White to �y 



VDuily SmyslDv 

35.IM 
White is having a few plDblems and has t<I allow-his qu�nside p<tWllS t<I be 

split as well. He must avoid ]S.a]? axb4 ]6.l1b4 Rb6I 11.b5 (11.cSl Rxb4 ]8.Rxb4 
NdS+ wins a pawn) ]7 ... Re6+. when Blac\ continues with ... Nf6...:17, earning the 
fin.e c5·out�l With the follow·up ... b7·b6, White's q�nskle majority would 
befixed in Blac�'s favor. 
3SM.RI" 36.blUI5 RxI5 37.8b) H117 

All in an. I was now delighted with the outC<lmt <If the Dptning and middle­
game. l'V1! managed to eam a cleal plus as the lmi!;lht is a better pie<e in this ))O­
sition than the bishop. furtheTm()Te. White's scraggly pawn strudure Dffers 
Black good targets. 
)1.Rd2 Nc5 19.1(014 He6+- 4O.ICd h5 4LICb4 Nc1 42.8<11 ""6+ 43.ICO NcS 44.14 
b6 45.Kb4 Ni6+ 46.1C(} Rul 

Black actNates his rook. while inviting White to trade rooks in order 10 sim­
plify further. In fact. I h<Iped for 46.Re2+ Rxe2 47.Bxe2 ICd6 48.Kd4 NC5 49.80:11 
Ne6+ SO.KO Kes. with a clear advantage. 
47.RdS Nc1 41.Rdl Rhl49.8el Rxh4 50.1th1 Rhl (OIlplm 15) 

DIAGRAM 15. Whlteto Play 

,�, 
Va5:5ily had placed his hopes on this move, gambling that a SKood pawn sac· 

rifice would allow sufficient counterplay with tho! pas.ed a·pawn. I was happy to 
accept anotho!r pawn 
S1-buS 51-as Kd6 S].Rd1+ IC_SII 

Much too naive. I was dreaming about 54-a61 Nxa6 SS-Bxa6 Rxd2 S6.lCxd2 ICf4 
57.lCe2 Kg3, escorting my h--pawn home. Instead. the simple 53_1«6 54-a6 NdS+ 
55.Kb] Kb6l was a better way 10 play ('" the win 

" 



ChtlS Outls: My Gomtl with tht World Chompion! 

J4..K«l 1th4-t n.Kxc5 RIo4 56.Kc6 Ne6 57.Rd5+1 
A kty m<lYe th;lt . had unde�timated. I had forused 0" S1.a6 Nd4+ 58.Kb6 

NMe2 59.Rxt:2 Kf4 6O.Rh2 K"f) 61.Rxh7 95 u my kty line. wheTf: I thought . had 
some chancf:S to wi". 
57 ... Kf4 51.Kb6 h5 59.a6 h4 60.�7 h3 (OUgnom 16) 

DIAGRAM 16. White to p� 

6LBf111 
The rnoo;t qulri liTle. ' was trying to figuTf: out both 61.6a6 h2 62.a8oQ hloQ. 

which should favor 81ack, and tho! far mare wmplicated 61.8b51? Rxil7 62.K�a1 
NC7 63.Rd4+ Ke5 (63._Kg311) 64.Rb4 (64.Rh4) N�b5+ 65.R�b5+ Kf4. when . was,,'! 
Sure if. could wI" or"ot but . liked my chancf:S 
6L .. h2 6Z.BJ2. Kg1 6J.ReIz! 

Obviou� but a1w the ooly�. After 63.8h17 Rat 64.Kb1 R�h1 65.a8_Q Rb1+ 
Blad promott:s his pawn as _" 
63._Nc51 

This t� away my last chanct: to wi" . •  had to try the direct 63 ... Nf41 64.Bh1 
Rat 65.Rb2 RMh1 66.a8_Q 11f1 61.R"hz K"hz, whe" I would have rook a"d k"ight 
�rsus quee" with the potential for protected passed pawns and good 1<ing 
safety. 
64.Bh1 Kh3 65.f4 Nt!4 66.Re1S k&3 67.dQ Itxd 68.bd Nfl 6!il.b3+ Kg4 70.R�Z! 
K&l 7LRIo3+ Ks4 72.bZ Nxh1 n.ltxhz Hal 74-RM Kxf4 75.Rq6 'h-'h 

Wh"e a dose call. c1c>w dofln't ..:on! points. Vassily won OUr mini-m;llch, 10 
kncxk rM out and advame in the toumarMrrt. An irlten!stmg pair of �rMS with 
manyabwrbingldf:as. 



Vo,,;ly Smy$lov 

Post-mortem 
At the Moscow Olympiad in 1994. I scored a gold mWaI for an Individual boiIrd 
prize (8Y. !X'inb from 10 games), The closing ceremony, though. wao; a rather 
chaotic affall, Iu a medal winner, I was invited to one of the Kremlin Palaces 
where the ceremony was to be held. Howeve., my team would nat be allowed to 
join me, l've neve. been to an Olympiad where the team:; we.en't invited. and so 
' declined to attend the ·closed" closing ceremony with only the R:llSsian teams 
and other mWalisb, When my name was called to .e<:e� my gold medal I 
wasn't there, After a second attempt, Vassily Smyslov stood up and tool< my 
place, He re«ived my Illfdal, mailed it to Elena Akhmilov..1<aya-Oonallhoo in Se­
attle, and Elena gave it to me, In tlIm, I gave all my Olympic mffiah toth<! world 
Che:'lS Hall of Fame Mu.eum in Miami, Aorlda, 

This tells y<ru a grut deal about the grace and cia" which marked the .ev­
.. nth world Champlon, 

I win close this pictJJre ofVas.ilyVasmevich Smyslov with a quote from Gany 
Kaspanw: ·Smyslov was a praditlooer, whfl .. Botvinnll< was a researcher, VassBy 
Vassllievich pla�d more Intu.lIlve chen_ Botvinnil< wanted to study an the nu­
ances, and Smyslov's playing was �ke a smam of chen consciousness. Though In 
his best �ars his principle was quile simple: I make 40 good Tn()\Ies, and if my 
partner alsc ma1<es40 good T1'IO\feS, then the.e's a draw: 

Classical Games versus Vassily Smyslov 

Smyslov-5eiTawan, MontpeUier, France 1985; Yo-Y. 

Smyslov -Setrawan, NewYoJ\:;, USA 1987: Y,-Y. 

Selrawan-5mys\ov, Bi .. I, SWintrland 1993: 1.() 

Setrawan-Smyslov. Trlburg, Holland 19'94: 0-1 

5myslov-Setraw.m. Tilburg. Holland 19'94: y.-y. 

5etTawan: ..... win, .......... , thTee draws. Classical SCOre ly..1Y> 

n 



Chapter Four 

Mikhail Tal 

Of all the World Champions Mikhail T;ll, "Mischa" to one and all, was the most 
IfUd, admhed and, yes. Io...w by colleagues and cho:ss fans the world CM:'f. He 
was a strf\ing!y kind and nice pE'non. He had a 50ft voice and a 1fMoly, �lf. 
depre<attns wtt I Tle\IeT heard him utter a harsh wmd in his life. �n when he 
loot a tough !J;lme. Hi> sparkling �s WO\lId light up when�. a chess board 
was in 'i9ht. H� writings s� him to � a worldly, caring perwn. I don't 
know how many langua96 he spoke, but his Englhh WaS e�cel1ent. As cmwds 
gathered in p.ess rooms he held court, e;tSily shifting from one language to an· 
other. He walked and rrIQIIed his pieces with a near-care\ess e�. ready for any 
opportunity life pr�nted on and off the dless board Even when the tensions at 
the board Wl:'Te at a fev<!. p;tch his � _� fluid 

The first tifno:o I saw Mischa was in l.;Itvia. in 1979. I _nt to the Riga Inter­
ton;ll '" the �ond for Arne",,,', James T'''jan, a�ionale1y \mown a5 "Toe­
Jam" to his fmn<b. I had spent the summer of 1979 as Jim's guest at his Holly­
wood, California apartTl'H!'nt. I W\lld write many �toTies of OUT �ummeT together. 
One I dearly enj<lyled went like this. We u�ual1y got up late. aTOUnd noon, after 
Spending a long e-vening analyzing. Such senion� often la�ted into the early 
hours of the morning. When we woke. if we were up to the task. we 'M)uld climb 
into hi� old weathel-beaten white Voi]c<;wagen "bug." OT Beetle car if you plefer. 
and tool down to Venke Beach fO!" cappuccinos. where we would ogle Toller­
blading giTls a� they went by. 

One day. half as�p. we had gotten into his car and �tarted our routine ;au.­
ney. Jim'� eye'5 were on the road and I was wa1<ing up and beginning to look 
aTound the car. "Far out. Jim." I s-aid. 'Vou'� clea� up the ca •. " '  admi.ed the' 
unupected cleanliness. "What?" said Jim. who kept driving. More liTl'H!' went by 
and I noticed a necklace hanging from the .ea .... .;ew mirro •. At the bottom the.e 
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was .. picture af .. n .. ttlactive I .. dy in .. pendant. "Who's the l .. dy?" I asked, point­
ing to the picture. "Oh s'""If" cried Jim. We were In the wrong Cilr. We high .... iled 
it bac� to his .. partment .. nd parked the car In exactly the same spot where we 
had found it. This in itself was quite something .. s parking spots in Hollywood 
were always at a premium. 

Relieved to be out of the hijacked car, we looked at the white bug again and it 
was as dOlO! to weather·beaten as jim's as possible. Even the rust spol'; were In 
the right places. we went off to hunt for his car. Jim's car key had wo,ked just 
fine. and we spent the rest of the day laughing off the incident. Had we been .. ', 
<flted for car·theft I wondered if a judge would agree with OUr defense: "You 
�, your honor, we couldn'l ten the diffe.ence. Can your 

Sack in those days the Inlen:onals were lengthy round,robln tournaments 
with 20 playen 0' more, factor In adjournment days. free days and the like, and 
the Riga Intenonal lasted ewer .. month. It was my fint journey into the Soviet 
Union and I got quite a dose of the Communist giant. 

like an travelen to the USSR. my fint stop was In Mo.row and a stay at the 
Metropol Hotel for a few days before being "cleared" tojoumeyonwanls to RI9"­
After being oka�. I then went to an "internal" airport in Mol.cow and flew to 
Ri9a. where we all stayed at the Hotel latvia. It was a tan hi9h-rl5e, fortress-�ke 
hotel with security guards eveoywhere, Including On the individual floors of the 
hotel. I WM given a hotel gueit ca,d and w .... warne(! to k�p II with me at all 
times. It was checked whenever I came into the hotel or went to take my room 
key. Even after staying over a month the se<urtty guards. all of whom knew my 
face wen, would stm check my hotel identity card with the intensity of a first_ 
timer. 

Of course. the Intenonal WaS in Mischa's home town of Ri9a and as he was 
the tournament fallOme the crowds watching the games were simply huge, 
Many days the hall was a sel1--out, with standing room only, Mischa had the type 
of tournament we can only dream about. Evel)'\hing went In his fallOT. Simply 
evel)'\hing. Bad positions he either saved Or won; good positions he exploited 
fully. He cruised to victory in absolutely breathtaking fashion. It a\l �med so 
easy. Truly a Tomp to the finish line. At the closing �Temony he was weighed 
dawn In flowers and trophies for victory as we\l as fOT "Best Game." "Br!lliancy." 
"8ei1 NOvelty." and the like. One has to imagine a half-dozen trips from seat to 
s� and SO Mlscha's chair was completely fun by tN: end of the ceremony, 
where he sat on its ed�. The crowd '�red lustily with each prize-giving, 
stomping their f�. These scenes repeated with every prize given are something 
rve neve. s�n in my life, before or since, at any other (hes� event. It W!emed to 
me that Riga had a real hero In MiSCha and he lowd them in return. 

Mischa has �n described as a ·chess playing machine." which I found to be 
an unfal' characterization. It doesn't do him justice. because it O\Ie.looks the 
emotion he brought to the game. He loved chess. Hewas willing al anytime. day 
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or ni9ht, 10 analyze, play, solw probltms, sU99HI TJ1CIYeS and talk about chtss­
Ht lOW<! analyzing, playing and writing about chess. And it s� 

In Rioga, Mischit had a I�am of helpe ... and SKOndS. One of his coaches was a 
young ftllow_ about my agt, a loeal latvlan named Altksandtr WojtkitwiCl. "Sa­
sha- and I b«amt clost fritnds during my slay. His English was .imply exctl1ent 
and _ spent a part of our day in lhe Press Center playing blitz. analyling the 
games or just tall<ing. During ant of our blitz se.sions Mischa rmhed by On his 
way to a p.tsS (OnftreflCt. stopping to comment: -, think ht Is vtry good." refer­
ring to his SKOnd Sash ... This comment encouraged me to redouble my effort in 
tht gamt. Mischa tallied just long enough to exclaim "I think you are �ry good 
too," We all laughed.. Sasha made introductions while _ continued to blitz 
away. MIscha twinkled that if "I needed any htlp for anything wh�t in Riga. , 
would onlyhavt to ask for help and he would put in a good word to tht authori­
ties." He soon left and even though _ did not shaltt hands it felt niu to havt 
Riga's hoero on "my side." 

One day ' went tothe Playing Hall and found It unusually jam-packed.. It was 
hard to enler as the doooway waS blocked by a throng of people who could 
hitrdly move. Siruggling through Ihal group. t found It hitrd oewn to find any 
standing room <>gainsl the walls. $Orm!how I managed and s.aw SMha pinned to 
a wall by bodies �rywhoere. I sq�zed my way to him and found �lf 
tJapped as _n. He s.aid to me excitedly "II-s more crowdtd than a bus in Kievl" 
Although I had never been to Kiev I got his point Why the eo«:itementl Thal day"s 
round fealured thoe match_up �n Tal and I:lenl la ... 'm. Although he WaS 
Slack. I:lenl had the better chances before a fighting draw WaS settled. The 

crowds Io\Ied the exciting game and applauded loudly as Mischa saved thoe game 
and fended off an im]XIrtant rival. 

As mentioned. our stay in Riga was a iengthy one. Jim got offlo a good .Iart, 
playing well against the Sovioet contingent on whom we had concentraled Our 
preparations In Hollywood. Sut by the �nd half he simply ran oul of gas. 
Amtrican grandmasters were not used to such lengthy loumamtnts. Our diets 
are primarily Opens, tht Iong�t of Which, lhe US Open, IMled two �l<s. The US 
Championship wa. a round-robin, but with only 12 Or 14 partidpanl� Most of 
our tournaments were the sewn Or nine rouJl(b of play variety. (on�rsely. the 
Interzo .... l. were 1S Or 20 rounds of play. A brutal grind of preparation. play_ ad­

.}oumrm!nt, analysis. play, preparation, adjournment and anal�is non-stop for 
over a monlh. There was always work to be done. � grueling events were in 
fact more or less unique. Toss in OUT fortress ciTtumstan(6 and the not-so-good 
food. and by the month's end we were completely worn out_ 

Amtrica's Edmar Me<\nis (Ompeted as well. Edma. WaS Latvian-born and "ts­
caped" to the US to naturalize. Edmar needed help. and I would assist him when 
Jim felt suff'o:iently prepared. While I enjoyed the extra worl<. I felt exhausted 
whw thoe event finished. 
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The� was one w:ry funny sto')' that in a way was w �trange ft wmehow 
managed to captu� properly the highl)' pewliar (ommuni�tI"'pil:illist rival')' 
that e�i�ted then and much else besides. It went liKe thi!;, Edmarhad a �Iative in 
Riga.. a great·aunt whom we visited. She wa� quite diminutive in sitt and it 
�med that life·� woes had g�atly weighed her down. Edmar wanted to give 
her a gift and asked her what stle wanted most. Her fate lit up. She would like to 
90 in the -special store." the one for foreign shoppers only - those who paid in 
American dollars. She would liKe to ha� a pair of thick boots. Men's boot... The 
one. that were weather pl"oof and kept the feet warm in the darke..t days of win· 
tel. (ould we do thatl Shopping in.ide the .tore wa.. wmething .he could only 
imagine. We 100«<1 at tach other. Why notl 

Edmar, Jim, "our" great·aunt and I went to the shop. The three Americans 
were all grffied warmly by the sales staff, whereas they looked very darkly at our 
great·aunt, who �med to shrink in sl�e under their gla"�s. Our presence !}iIve 
her courage. Overcoming her fears. she persevered and went to the men·s shoe 
department where .he tried on boot after boot after boot. It look her several 
hours 10 be ab!.olutel)' su� that she had chosen the right sitt and best model 
Ouring thi!; time Edma. had a thought: how much ca�h did we all collectively 
have? Pooling our resourc6. we found that we had. remarkably. a grand total of 
e�actly $l00 and no more. £dmar asked about the e�change rate and, as the ru· 
ble was stronger than the US dona., OUr "buying power" was roughly 516 rubl6. 
While we all had plenty of rubles we were not allowed to use them. Edmar asked 
how much the most eKpensl� pair ofboo::>U cost. The good news was that in the 
whole .tole the n1O!.t npen'M was just a little over 51S rubles and wme kopeh. 
We had it cover� 

.v.o� time went by trying on various boots, when at la.t Edmar', great .... unt 
pror"O:lunted. herself satisfied She had found the 1'f'rtec1: pair of boots. We went 
to pay. To om horror we we� told that the ruble had strengthened in the houn. 
that had passed Our $100 left us e"",ctl)' 2S American cents short of the pur· 
chase price. We would be unable to buy the boots. Our hearts sank and we 
quickly wondered if any ofus had any change back at the hotel. Just at that mO­
ment another Amerkan tourist. who had nothing to do with the chess tourna­
ment. entered the special shop. We .med him for a qU<lrter. "No probleml" He 
haPl'ily ga� us the two bils and the pUlChase was made. 

Once ,he had the boots Our gleat·aunt immediately put them on. while still 
in the .hop, putting her own shoes in the Shoe-boK for the boots. At last. we left 
the shop. The strangeness of the whole afternoon continued Oul elderly. di­
minutive great_aunt began searching for-puddles. A!;. soon a. ,he spied a puddle 
she would immediately 90 and step in ft and bounce around. cMd·liKe. to be 
su� that her new boots _re indeed "water-",si,lant." Silo! was elated that they 
performed as gU<lranteed. and she showed. one of the sweete,t ,mIles of an eld· 
erly lady I've eve. �een. Keep in mind the� were men', thkk. heavy-soled. leather 
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"army" booh. lac� high above the an\les. being wom by an elde1'ly lady bounc· 
ing around in a puddle. It i. an image I'll alwaY' remembeT. I was �ery ple� 
with EdmaT Ihat he allowed me to contribute 10 such a spe<:ial gift. II was the 
best money I've ever .pent. 

One other remar1<a.ble memory from Riga Came from the game belwffn Bent 
Lanen and Ruben Rodriquez from the Phflippines: 

Ruben Rodriluez-Bent. Larsen 
Riga Interzonal. 1979 

Grunfrld Defense 

1.d4 Nf6 l.C4 Jfi )..Nc) dS 4-Nf) BV s.�+ tfi 6.ads Nxds 7.&4 Nb6 I.QcZ BI4 
'.N� _ 10.&1) !HJ l1.Rdl NSd7 lz..Nf) Qcl 1).h) fS 14-N1S Nf6 IS.f) Khi 
16.Nxefi QI<e6 17.Qb) QItb) U .... "bl fU4 tll.be4 ""'5 ZO.14 ,..,3 n.Rlt Rf3 
ZZ.Rxl3 RlII3 Z).Kh RM3 Z4JU1e3 Bh6-t ZS.KeZ Rdl Z6.BIZ 814 n.es IS ZI.8e4 
Net7 ZII.81S Nfl 30.Ni\4 Ka7 31.b4 b6 n.Rd3 1hz n.Rdt Kf7 34-Bc:Z ,.6 3S.BXJ6+ 
hq6 )Uk3 81417.Ne4 Kef; II-b) Rh13!il.Rd3 Rae 4O.Rdt Rhl4LRd3 Kd74Z.Rfl 
KC7 41.Kd) .. 6 44-KCl Kd7 4S.K<4 Kef; 4fjJ(d] Bc:t47..Nc3 Ba3 4IJ(t4 Rdl 4!i1.Ne4 
bS+ 50J(d3 BlIM 5LNq5+ KdS 51.Nfl R"' S3.l\4a5 S4.h5 ph5 55.pM a4 5fi.h6 
ub] 57.h7 Rilt (Dial.am t7) 

DIAGRAM 17. White to Play 

SI.hl=Q hZ 5!i1.QdI+ Bd6 6O.Ke] btQ 61.Nxd6 Qc1+ o-t 

When the diagrammed position arose iIfter 6Iad,', 57th move I happened 10 be 
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sitting in the playing hall. A<. it was an adjournment se"ion the hall was rather 
empty and I managed to .ecure a front-row .eat with a clear view oft ..... playen. 
Ruben wa� pondering the position and reached acro..s the table to pick up the 
white queom for po"Omotion. He held it and twi-sted it around in his finger; while 
thinking. II was dear to me that if he promoted hi� pawn he would lose. On the 
other hilnd. if he p1ilye<l the simple �iYe retreat S8.Rf2. he would draw. The 
minute'l tided by and Ruben k� talculating and rubbing the queom. Bent �t 
perfectly still. a completely blank expression on his face. Stoic itS a rock. Finally. 
Ruben promoted his pawn and pres.ed his clock. llent won a few moves later. 

At dinneT that night I told Bent that I had carefully watched what had hap­
pened and I had a question for him. "While Ruben was twisting the white queom 
in his hand. what were the exact thoughts going through your mindr I asked. 

"I was thinking about t ..... touch-move rule: Bent answered. 'Could I go to the 
arbiter and �y 'my opponent has touched his queen which is off the board and 
he mw.t promote hi. pawnt I didn't think that t ..... touch-move rule applied. If I 
had tried to force Ruben to promote, it would have rai.e<i his suspicion and per­
hap' he would have seen the bishop retreat which blocked his check. I decided 
not to try to enforce the rule and instead tried to remain a� calm a� pouible." We 
both �hilred a good laugh. 

My first proper meeting with Mb<hiI came a year late •• during the Malta 
Olympiad The American teams stayed in an apartment block outside v .. netta. 
The .. p .. rtmen\s were l .. rge but r .. ther �parse. I shared .. two-bedroom .. partment 
with larry ChTistian.en. but we had a big problem: Larry was way too tan for his 
bed and he ended up mostly sleeping on the living·room couch. The couch wid· 
ened with every passing day as u.''Y "gTew" into ii, pushing the sides further 
"9"pe with his feel My other memory it that. for some reason. our apartment 
would receive two bave-s of bread a day. This was more than we could possibly 
e .. t, and the loave-s piled up as the event wore On. 

This was my first Olympiad and in the backofmy mind. as well as that of the 
team, we dreaded. yet also looked forward to, a pairing against the formidable 
� 5quad "Ore .. ded?" you .. sk. Well, conside-r that t ..... sheth board for the S0-
viets w .. � G .. rry K;J.�parov_. 

Pal Benko. our captain. �pent some time each �ning checking lhe leadeT 
board� 10 see if .. USA vs. USSl! pairing might be imminent. If SO, we would want '" 
much preparation time as pos�lbIe to choose our Hne-up and so on. The American 
team hadn't done that well or that badly. so it wasn't �n clear whether we .wuld 
mt'rl. Naturally. the pairing happened when it was least expected. 

I was sleeping contentedly when there w .. s a loud pounding out�ide my bed· 
room door. It was l�ny and he shouted. "We play the S<Mets1 You play L� Po­
lugaev.ky. You afe White'" Groan. At that preci.e moment I certainly dldn't feel 
like playing agaimt anyone, much less the SovIets. And what did I know about 
the games of� PoIugaevsky anyway? I knew he had a line in the Sicilian named 
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after him, but what did he do as Black "9i'inst the English Opening1 Whilot m\fS­
ing In bed I tned to remember LeVs games at the Riga InteTlOn,d, searching for 
any insights. The rest of the morning was spent going through all the Infor­
mants, which were the chess player's bible in those days. e .. th te .. m member h<ld 
lugged a suililble number tothe �t to m .. ke a tamplete set. After being sure 
to go through every PoIugaevsky g .. me that I (ould fmd, I was ne ... ly late fOl' the 
big makh. Waiting for me at the boa.d was Mikhail Tal. I was done in. All my 
preparation out the window - no one could Sily that Tal and Potugaevsq. played 
the same. Virtwolly at the time I arrived at the table, the 9On9 sounded and the 
games were underway. Mischa and I shook hands ... 

. _and for the first time, I reali� Mischa had a birth defect known as comptell 
syndadyly. On his right hand. Mischa's little finger and ring finger wefe fus.ed 
together, as were his index finger and middle fingel. The effectoflhis was seem' 
ingly to give him two thick fingers and a thumb. 

"So whaU· you might say. And rightly so. But the .evelation (ame as a shock 
to me and was so unexpected that , spent the early part of the game pondering 
this fatl Why wasn't hIs condition well·knOWll to the che .. wolld1 In an my 
readings about Mikhail Tal, including his own writings. I COIlldn't recall any men· 
tlon of his condition. In the many photos it seemed that he tuded his hand 
away. Why the .ecret? Was it shame or embarrassment? There was nothing to be 
ashamed of -he had been born that way and it was no big deal. 

My thoughts were everywllere as I contemplated the human condition rather 
than the position in front of me. Mikhail COIlId be a poste-. boy for everyone who 
happened to be different. He had overcome his affuction, If that's what it was, 
and become WOI"Id Champion. Mischa was the livlng embodiment of the tTUth 
that any achievement by anyone was possible. We are more limited by what we 
believe than by CUI physical attributes or what others might think of us. What an 
insp/fation he was to millions of chess players. Had he not hid his condition, 
might he have been to millions of othe .. ? But who was I to sayl lt was very much 
his business. not mine. 

So many thoughts wefe swilling through my head. that even as my clock 
ticked away I found it very hald to concentrate On the game. I also tried to put on 
hold devising a SUitable punlshmel1t for Lany for having mis.guided me into 
studying Poluga ....... q. games the whole of the morning ... 

YillSser Seir.lWiln-MikhilH Till 
Valletta Olympiad, 1980 

fnglish Opening 

1.l:US 2.NC] Nf6 ).Nfl Nt6 401) ds s.ocds Nxds 6.d31 
Huh? What kind of mOlle was thisl l hilve no explanation for why I plilyed this 
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1nO\Ie. In hundred!; of gamn. I'� played the standard 6.Bg2, provoking Blac�'s 
ds·.night to run away by 6 ... Nb6. and only then continuing with d2-d3 at some 
point in the future. By failing to include 6.Bg2. there is no reawn far the dS­
knignt to move. and White achieve-l precisely notning from tile opening. 
6 •.• 8t!7 7.Bf:l Be61 

Now to my horror I realized the effect ofhaYing committed my d·pawn pre· 
maturely. for example. the correct m� OHler 6.Bg2 8e6 7.0-0 1lle7 B.d4! would 
9� White a .nown opening plus.. Now B.d4. with White haYing lost a tempo, 
make-l no sense. 

Angl)l with myself. ll.new it was time toforget about Tal's plly5ical condition. 
he seemed happy enough. and to forget about my wasted preparation and con· 
centrate on the damned game. In no time myconcentl"ation was Indeed focused. 
1.0--0 0--0 9.>13 Qd7 10.8dl 

W1tn Black's knight On the actm dS-square, as oppo.ed to the passive b6 . 
.quare. it make-l it that much harder for While to develop a queens� initiative 
wltn bl·b4 and further expansion. 1\ was probably a bette-.. Idea to continue 
10.Nxd5 Bxd5 11.1IIe3, playing fi::rrequality. 
1O...ffi n.Rd Rfdl 11.114 Nn3 1).8xc) 8<15 14.Qc211 

A rote decil;ion and a pool one at that. It WiU better to play 14.Qdl as" 
1S.bxaS Bxa3 I6.1ta1. when While stands slightly WOI"se. 
l4-"5I t5.tIs Nd4 u.Bxd4 nd4 (Diagram 11) 

DIAGRAM 11. White to Play 

Without doubt the opening hal gone in Black's favo-r. He has a good hold of 

the center. the two bishops and prospects of exploiting White', advanced queen­
lide pawns as weU. 
17.Qbl 
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COYWng t� a3- and bs-pawn� WhittctJtalnly cannot play 17.Qxc71 B�a3t 
trading tht c7-pawn for t� a)·pawn, ill. aftl'T 18.RCZ Bb4 I rtd.on I'd be close to 
lost. with Black·s as-pawn ready to zip down the board. Of course 14.Qc2 was 
designtd to put preo;surt on tht C]·pawn with pretensions of being an active 
move. With the text I now -seize the defen.I"",." 
17_'6 

Certainly a reasonab1oe thoke and perhaps �n OM ofthe best mows On of­
fer. yet for :!-Orne reason I was happy to see It. I was more contemt'd aboul 
17 .. .a41 when I feared being eternally handtufftd to the defense ofmy a)-pawn. 
For eJcample. considl'T the position aftl'T IB.Nd2 B�g2 19.I(�g2 b6 2O.Nc4 EkS. 

White should be pleas.ed. right? He has a lerrific C4·knight. after all. But if we 
e�amine t� position a little more closely. """ see that in fact that is all that 
White can boast.. Black'. cS·bishop is great and it is clear that iliad will soon 
Irain his major pieces against the e2-pawn and White will be in for a long. grim 
defense. 

Although I have nothing 10 be pToud of, I was .eally happy to play this, a. now 
I don't have 10 wony aboul being anchortel to the defense of my a)-pawn. 
19 ... d 20.12<1 Rabl 21.Nd21 Be6 21.Rbl Rb4 23.Rxb41 

Without prejudice I cede Mis.cha a protecttel pass.ed pawn and the long-term 
advantage. In any�, there wasn·t much to be done. If White didn·t exchange 
rooks. be$ides threatening to snip the a4.pawn. Blad wou1d double on the t>.file 
with a dominant position. 
11_.<:xb414.Rcll Qd6 lS.Qbll 

With the tut I have dreams ofplaying I1.tl.c6 and Ndl·C4. with good play on 
the light loquar6. 
2SH.Rcll? (DioIaram 19) 

Again, perhaps this is a good move and maybe the bel.t in the po.ition. But 
pel5onally. 1 was quite glad to see it and con5idert'd It dubious. The line that con­
cerned me mo.t was 2S_.QeSI 26.Bf3 EkS and I just didn't see how l could playfor 
a win. FOf e�ample, 27.Nc4 Qc7 28.tid2, inviting a repetition, could be dedlnt'd 
by 28 ... Qa7 when illack has a .man plus. By allowing me to trade rooks and pull 
till! e6-bi.hop away from the control of the b)·loquare, t thought my game had 
Improved. 

According 10 my soornheet. with his 2Sth move Mis.cha offered me a draw. Of 

coune t was relieved that my early error hadn·' caused a maio' accident and I 
could "escape- with my skin intact. Our match strategy tonsisttel of the follow· 
ing plan: "In � of any draw offen. we should go to our captain, Pal Ben\o. in· 
form him and ask what to do. !>e.haps a combined draw on other b::>ards could 
be offI'rtel." That was the deep thought before the match. So. in keeping with 00' 
gland, over·arching match st.ategy and as a good team :!-Oldil'T. I went to Pal to 
infOlm him of the eJccelient news. Pal didn·t look good at all. Indeed. he looked 
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like he had swallowed a disagreeable-tasting frog. I.e\I Alburt on board one had 
�n brutally sma.hed by Anatoly l(arpoY, and Garry l(a'p;!.10\1 wa. .trategically 
winning on board four. Boa,d three would M d,awn and I had. .tood worse .Ince 
the o�ning gong. Pal obvlouWy �aw! a 3'/>''/> deMeI/!. 

DIAGRAM 1', White to Pby 

"Pal. Tal offered me adraw. What should ! do'" P,d's mood and face lightened 
con.iderably. "/teally' That's good!" Clearly. P,d undefStood. a. did I, thai I .Iood 
� and he wanted me to accept the draw. fqually, Pal made it dear the choice 
W"" mine iU there was nothing to "negotiate" on the other boards. 

I returned to my g;ome. Tal stood up and. leaning towards me, held his hand 
halfway out for a hand.haKe and an agreed halving of the point. "I'd like to play: 
I said Mkcha gave me a face that s�e volumes. What WiU wrong with mer 
Didn't I understand ' stood worse? And by the way. who was I to turn down an 
offer from a fanner World Champion? Yes and � Truly ' UndefStood it all. 

Yes, Black .tands well in the position. But. you see. there are many positions 
where a player can stand "worse" and feel quite comfortable. For me, our game 
WiU just such a position. FOT the first time :lince the start of play, I acrually felt 
comfortable. I had nice play on the light squares and I didn't see how , could lose. 
For e�am�, If a mOVe Of two earlier Black had played 24 ... /tc8 25.Qxc8+ Qxc8 
26.1txc8+ 8xc8. then 27.8<15+ 1(f8 28.Nb3 8<17 29.NxaS Bxa4 30.Bh3 would leave 
Black's b4--pawn firmly blockaded for li�. 

AdU<llly, the continuation ' had �n ....:mied about was a tough concession 
for 81;od, to make; earlier he should toss away hi. � and joy, hi. protected 
passed b4,pawn, by 24. .. b3! 2S.N�b3 Qxa4 26.QC7 B�b3 27.Q�e7 Qd7with a h1<ely 
draw. Certainly. if any player had winning chances here It would have been 
Black 
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SotpiayNan. 
26..Rxck 

Visibly �nnoyed. MI..:ha pu�d his "p', gaw 1M his famous "Tal stare" and 
tumtd up his "punishment mode" frequency. This young whlppennapper had 
to be taught � less.on. Mi..:h� boTe dawn and Te�lIy st�rted to concentrate an t� 
9�me. Out of the corner of my eye , saw that Pal had tmown his hands up in the 
air �nei was chatting with someone in truly �nimattd f�shian. Of oourse. I under­
stood his dismay; ' stood worse and didn·t "understand" that the draw offer was 
a gift to be embractd �nd accepted. Inside, I had to laugh. I jwt \mew Pal was 
cursing him!oelf for having accepted the role of team captain without "ooneii' 
tions." Two of which he could write down now: 

1. P\ilyers must not annoy the team captain. 
2. They will accept draw offers in positions where they stand worse. 

16, •. 8IIel H.Hb)1 
My point. Now both the d4- and as,pawns are hit. With the rooks an the 

board, the d4,pawn really wasn't ""lnerable. Now it i� 
27 ••. Qe5 (Diq:ram 20) 

DIAGRAM 20. White to Play 

11.141 
A dream move for me. In many ca� White is happy to have the extra f2' 

s.quaTe as luft faT his king. The f4-pawn can be<ome very useful. especially if the 
d4-pawn falls and pmterttd passers appear. Finally. byluring the black queen to 
the el-sqU<lTe there is a possibility that she can be trapped A move with triple 
benefits. Outstanding! 

The prejudice that I had to O\Ie.oome in making such a move is that I weaken 
the e3-sq .... Te. TnJe. But it isn't as if the queen is SO powerful sitting thefe on her 
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own. If Black had a knight in the position, obviously I'd have .econd thoughts 
ilb:>ut this move. 
21 ... Qol+ 29.kfl1Sl 

Mischa i-s now sinking fart and didn't realize his advantage had disappeared. 
Instead of still "plilying for the win: o. continuing in "it·s time to pUl1ish the 
young whippe"n;lPJler mode: it was time to conside. �se, 29 ... 8d81 
30.Q>«i4 Qlcd4 3l.N�d4 Bb6 32.8d5+ 1(18 B.Nc2 was my main line. He-e Black 
should go afle- the h2·pawn by H,.Bhl+ }4.Kn ligl and should be ableto make 
a d.aw. Fa.this .eou.on. I would probably have played 11.Ne6+. il1vitil1g iI bi.h� 
of opposite color.; position whkh • thought held some chances for me. 
JO.Nnsl 

5uddenlythe situation for Black hils become �ryserious I� Besides wil1-
l1ing a pawn al1d 9"lnil1g my 0Wl1 passer. '  cal1 harass 81ack·s queen by Nas·C4 
and Qb2xd4. winl1ing a second pawn with additional tmeals as _II. 
JO .•• Bri 31.Nc6l IkS 12.NMb41 (DiI&,arn 21) 

DIAGRAM 2L 81ad! tel flby 

Mt knight is a wor\ing-cl;us he-o. Black'. OnCe powerful protKted passed b4-
pawn and whole queemide has beel1 s_fIt bare. 8etteT.tiTl, I didn't 1ft anydan­
ger; to my king and two eMITa pawns are, after all. two eMITa pawn •. 
32_srl4 

At last. Mischa follows up on his "threat: as it was about the Ol1ly thing he 
could do. But it tu",s out to be a ,ather empty threat. 
n.Nds1 811dS 34.8I1dS+ 1(11 lS.Qb1+ 

This queel1 al1d bishops of opposite colors position � a completely un�uaJ 
battle. As is _11 ).nown. in such positions the attacker has a huge advant;tge as 
there i. no way the defender cal1 match hi, opponent on "his colored squares." ' 
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must point out that when I played lS.Qb2. I oouldn't d�am aoout m .. king such a 
�. Mischa now had four minutes remaining to r�ach the tim� oontool at 
move 40. 
15 ••• 8e77 

Time p1'essure rean its ugly h�ad. Again. ' felt Blac�'s last chance to fight was 
15 ... Qe7. going fOI" an opposite..(olmed bishop ending. I wasn't sure if I would 
allow lhal or play 16.Qc8, beping queen. on the board. Most li�ely, 1 would ha ..... 
kept the qUefll •. 
36.8e41 

Now the position i. WOn. 
36�.k" 37.Qc8+ kI7 31.1214+ kfl 39.Bxh71 

As befoff, not just grabbing a pawn but gaining �t .. nother out.ide piI�5e' to 
-
39_.1k1fi 40.""41 Bxf4 IlMaram 22) 

DlACiRAM u. Whlteto Play 

It was a gre .. t feeling to be gr .. bbing pawns on the la.t two moves of lime 
control. 
41..11:12 

And keeping the booty too. White's king I. wonderfully !are. This was my 
§eaied move and anaJys;sconfirmed lhal Blackcouldn·t hold the position. 
41....1k1fi O.8e4 Qdz 43.h4 8e5 44.h5 ke7 45.Bf3 kd6 46.QJfiI 

5imply escorting the h-pawn 10 coronation. Black has no way to ""rilS� my king 
46�.Qf4 47.1161 Qh2+ iII.kfl Qh3+ 

If 41LBg3, I would play 49.Bg2, blocking the threat of 49�.Qf2 m .. te. when 
Black hits a solid walL. I particularly liked the fact thai Slack ha� .. n fti-pilWM 
which pre ..... nts hi� bishop from covering th� hS·square. 
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Now we play a game of "ring around the mulbeny bush" wIlere the pieces 
<Wing around and I keep winning a tempo with each swing. 
49.1Is2 QdI so.Kf2 Qc1 51.813 Qe3+ n.Kil Qf4 53.h1 Qh2+ 54.Kfl Qh3+ 55.1Is2 
Q<l 56J(fl Qcl 57.Bf3 100 (DiaJram 23) 

DIAGRAM 23. White to Play 

We've been here before. but my h-pawn kept advancing in the meanwhile. 
This was the sealed move and Mischa �igned the game before a second reo 
sumption. 

(NOte: Some databases give the additional moves 57_.Qe3+ 5S.Kg2 Qg5+ 
S9.Q>cg5 fxgS 60.35, but those moves weTe never played - they are just some· 
one's analysis that was added to the s<:ore.) 

My teammates and aptain were an hearty in their congratulations. I could 
hardly believe my good fortune myself. Thoughts of admonishing Larry for our 
"excessive preparation" completely faded away. 

For interested readers Inside Chess (YOIume 2. issue 3. page 4) published a 
photo by Catherine Jaeg where Mischa's physical condition is visible. 

ao.ing thoughts about the Malta Olympiad: My first often Olympiad events 
coovinced me that team even'" can produce some very uneven individual results 
wIlkh should not count for norms. Players an have an excessive number of 
white games. They an c� which opponents to play Or avoid and even com· 
bine outcomes of their game with others (if the team captain negotiates a 2-2 
mal(h draw. for example). Norms are su� to be eamed f,om an individ­
ua.1"s result. but team play is very different. While I do appreciate that, for many 
I'IiItions. Olympiads represent the best (perhaps only) opportunity for title norms, 
there is something very wrong when «>Iors can be so lopsided,. packaged agree--
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menu fof draws in all games can be made and players can choose .....t1ether Of 
nat to play opponents. These all per.oert the notion of an individual norm. Per­
hal" "Olympiad norms" should (Ount. but anly half as much as "regular norms" 
fram individual events. Team play is just a different kind af chess. 

In Malta I scored a Silver Medal tOl" Soard Two. one further mema<y of this 
Olympiad comes foom my game INith loltiin Ribli. Ouring play, the USCF"s dele­
gate Don Schultz informed me that the FlOE Titles Comm� had confirmed my 
Grandmaster title. I was elated and very pleased INith myself. "I'm now a Crand­
master'" was the thought that looped through my head. I lost that game - my 
first loss as a Grandmaster and myonly loss in Malta 

My ne�t meeting with Mischa tool( place in Ni)(sit, Yugoslavia. In those dilys. 
Yugoslavia was a heaven for chess players. as TTliljor events took place all over the 
country. Ni�it 198� featured a 9il1alC)' of chess stal"So the former World Champi­
ons. Mikhail TlIl. Boris Spassky and Tigran Petrosian. as well as the future WOI"kI 
Champion Carry KaspiiTOll. We will return to Ni�i¢ often in this book. I had a 
very uneven performance winning and losing games right and left This game 
was one of my happier ones. 

Vasser Seirawan-Mikhall Tal 
Niksit, 1983 

Nimzo-Indian Defrnse 

Ld4 Nf6 2.c4 R6 ).Nc) 1b44.Qc2 dS s.ads nd5 6.11g5 h6 1.1xf61 
I don't 9ive this move an eMc1amation TTIiIrk because it is the best move. On 

the oontrary, it is a oompletely tame vanation tOl" Black. I give it because of how 
_n it fits ag<lirnt my opponent. I wasn't about to enter the wikl and woolly 
variations of 7.81"14 g5 8.Bg3 cS 9.dxc5 Ne4. when after subsequent ll"IO\IeS like 
... Qd8-a5 and ... 9I:8·f5. the !lame is turned into a tactical slugfest. Mi�ing it up 
INith others. yes. aut with Tall Absolutely notl 

Instead. I wanted the game to enter the calm waters of a strategicany con· 
tested battle with few tactical operations. That means trading off the pieces and 
ttying to bore my opponent to death 
1_.Ql<f6 ..... ) IIK)+ !J..Qnl (DYy.om 24) 

The position is a well-kfloym Queen's Cambit Declined pawn stnxture. with 
two pilirs of minor pieces cleared from the board. I will conduct the well·worn 
strategy of a queenside minority attack. trying to fi� Illad with a (c6.pawn) 
weakness. .....t1i)e Black wil! look for chanr:es on the kingside and inth� «,mer. The 
battle tines are clearly drawn. In troth. there isn't much for Black to "attack" and 
Wllite's winning chanr:es are modest. even afterthe best case SCOi'Tlilrio wllere he 
saddles Black with a weak ,6-pawn. All of.....t1ich suited mejust fine. I woukl be a 
bulldog gnawing at a OOne. lfI oould get <me. 
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DIAGRAM l4. Black to Pboy 

, .•. 0.0 10.113 8151 
Offi.>ring his (]-pawn as a sacrffi(e. whir:h 1 had no intention of a«epting. 

Tranquil sterility and steady as she goes was my mindset. 
11.NelRall 

aut this attempt at infusing the position with active play is wrong-headed It 
is dear that aliw:k wants to play ... (1-<5. but. simply put. this freeing break works 
to White's advantage. Mis.o:ha should hal'le contented himself with 11 ... di H.Ng3 
8g6. and brought his knight to the f6·square as quidly as possible. ko:eping an 
equal position. 
u.NaJ Be6 13.b41 

Putting an end to any further e�pansille Ideas on the q�nside. Now it is 
,lear that the c8-rook Is misplaced. 
1) ... a511 

Continuing his ill·fated treatment of the position. Again, MiKha wants con· 
crete. fordng play. A better approach was 13._Nd7 14.Rcll1 aSll 15.M3 axb4 
16.axb4. with a small plus for White. The text pla)'§ right into my hands and 
helps me in saddling alack with a queenside weakness. 
14.Bel axb4 15.axb4 RxU-t l6.QXU Qe7 11.Qc1 Nc:61a.b5 Mda 1,.o-od 

At last. 81ack ar:hieves his desired ._.(7-<5 b.eak. But all he has managed to do 
is assist White in Qlnying out his bl-b4·b5 minority attack. 
1O.bxdi bxdi n.Rnl (D!aa,am lSJ 

With MiKha's help the mission begun on move seven has been acoomplished. 
alack has a c6-weakness with nothing to (Ompensate for it, not even a smidgen 
cI a center 0' kingside atla(k. Mel I'm happy with my bone to gnaw. 
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DIAGRAM 2S, 81K11 to Pboy 

21_Bd1 22.QaS Kfal 
Really a challenging move 10 e"l'iain. i c.mnot. 1f the position was giWn as a 

diagram to a �ry wide 5O!:lection of, say, lOOgrandmasters and they were asked 
to offer their best andidate moves, I'm not sure anyone would suggest the text ' 
thought that , (ould auS<:' problems in (a5O!: of U_Ne6 23_NfS, with ideas lil:e 
QaS·a7. to harass Blad,s pieces_ My rTIiIin concem was how to make progress 
after 2LRb8, intending ... Qe7·b4, for eKiOmpie. After all, my g}·knight is a long 
way from either the (S- or es·oulpost. 

The only way ' an explain this move is that Mis(:ha was an incredibly deep 
calcuLator and in some �nes he anticipated a QaS-a7 invasion and a possible 
queen trade, when Black's king is nice!ycentralired. I, of course, had no intention 
ofhelping Black with trades in this position. 
n.Qll 8e6 2 .... Qb6 Qc:1 2S.Qbll KII 26.8d31 

The last few probing moves ha� been successful. Black hasn't i"'l'� the 
position of his pieces. and especially the wayward dB-bright. Whereas my minors 
are ready to CO� alive 
26 ... Qe721.Qc2 

With a areful eye to prevent _._c6-cS breah. 
2] •• .8d7 lI.8hl+1 Kh8 29.8fs1 

A fine move played without prejudice. Blaa has a "bad d1·bishop" which is 
useful only for defending the c6·pawn. but this is where we come to an insight­
ful saying of Romania's Mihai Suba: "bad bishops defend good pawns." This is 
the point of my lTIOVf!. ,'m wil�ng to trade my good bishop for BLack's bad bishop 
in order to attack hi!. good c6·pawn. 
U .. .BxfS )o.NxfSQdl )LN .... I fDi ..... m 26) 
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It might not look like it. bul in ln,rth I'm making 5erious progres� in getting to 
the e6-weakne��. The bi�hop Irade ha� opened up operation� on the fS-square 
and I'm now ju�1 a move or two away from Nh4-f3-eS. locking my �ights on the 
e6-pawn 

DlAGRAM16. Whiteto Pl.ly 

U ... Nri n.qf5 (5 
II'S strange that the whole game \eemS to haw revolved around this push. Is 

nowthetirnel 
J).ox.:5Qe7ll 

Mi!o<:ha is the fir�t 10 blink and «>sis himself a pawn. 81a<:k wa-; obliged to (On­
tinue B ... ixes 34.RxcS N>«:S 3S_Qlcdl I3S.Ng6-+ fxg6 36.Qf8+ Kh7 37.QxcS should 
be a drawn queen ending) Nxd7 36.NfS, with a knight ending only marginally 
better for White. It seems that Mi!o<:ha had a momentary bout of blindness. He 
wrongly thought that in this knight ending he would be forced to play _.l(h8·h7. 
protecting his h6·pawn prior to playing ... g7·g6. in which case Black does indeed 
fall into trouble: 36. .. l(h71 17.Ne7 Nb6 38.1(11 g6 39.1(e2 I(g7 4O.I(d3 I(f6 41.J1K6 
and, by playing I(d3-d4, White has some chances to torture. 

However, if Black continues 36 ... g6I, he saves a key tempo: 37.Ne7 (37.Nxh61 
Kg7 38./1194 fS, trap' White's knight) Nb6 38.1(11 Kg7 and Black's king arrives in 
the een�r safely in time, with a likely draw. 

The text, on the other hand, is a lime-pressure blunder. Combined with the 
momentary bout ofhlindness, it is fatal 
14.,11 Qd77 

Dreadful. With 34-.. R>«:S 3S.RxcS NxeS 36.QlcdS Black loses a pawn but (ould 
put up long resistance. With thetexl Black's position collap'es. 
)5.(61 RlIc6 36JtJ1c6 Qxc6 31.Qxf7 
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Thh. ending of queen. knight and four pawns versus queen. might and th� 
pawn. il. completely different The miJJing f7-pawn versus holding the isolani_ 
dS'pawn il. a stone-cold win for White. 
31M.Ha5 )I.Qi5 Qf6 n.Qxf6 pf6 4O.Nf5 Kh7 41."" 1-0 

With time pressure overand the game adjourned. it is dear that 81a.:khacs no 
hope:<; for holding the position. For eMamplE', after 41 ... Ne6 42.hS 81ack's king il. 
handcuffed to the h6·pawn. whilE' White's king makes a beelirlOl' towards the dS­
pawn and victory. Mischa resigned 

Our third encounter takes uS bad to the Montpellier Candidates' tournament 
-the event where I had a lively draw with Vassily Smyslov. 

One of Mischa's considerable strengllls was that he could play any opening or 
any defense. Besides the Nimzo-indian. he regularly played 8enoni and King's 
Indian positions. as wen as Queen's Gambits and soon. Somehow my team and I 
conectly guessed his choice of the Semi-Slav, looking for a complicated game. I 
decided to prepare hard for the Meran Variation .• 

YitS5et' Seifilwiln-Mikhilil Till 
Montpellier Candidate5', 1985 

Semi-Slav Defen� 

1.<14 ds 2.« e6 ).Nf) Nf6 4.Nc) c6 5-") Nbd7 6.Bd) IIb4I! 
More than annoying. I was ready for the main line Meran Variation 6.-.d>cC4 

1.BMC4 bS, when I was an set for a lengthy theoretical discussion. The teMt was 
completely new to me and took me out of my preparation. I was on my own. It 
seems s"ange to offer to trade the dar1<·squared bil.hop fa< the O-knight. but 
8lack has no such intentions. He has a deeper idea; 1.a3 Ba511 8.b4 Be7 when the 
differenr:e ()\I/:'f the normal 6 ... &16 lines is that the bishop i5 less vulnerable on 
the c1-square - a key tactical point - and it isn't clear that White benefits from 
his queenside elCpansion. I spent a lot of time trying to weigh the nuanr:ed dif­
ferences in the key variations. without su«ess. Blad's siwth TTIO\Ie is very clever 
indeed. and I'm surprised it isn't more popular today. 
1.0-00-0 '.Bd2 

Not l:')(actly inspired. but this is the best , could find White now threatens 
9.NMdS, with fallOfable trades 
"MQe79.Qb3 

Renewing my pre\lious threat. 60th players are preparing 10 break with their 
e·pawns and want to do so on their own terms. 
9'Mdm 

Mischa breaks Ihe tension. I felt that While stood a little better after 9 ... 6d6 
10.e4 d>cc4 11.Bwc4eS 12.Rael., but this position is quite complE'M. lf 8!a.:kwanted 
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he could play 12...e>«l4 U.Nxd4 BMh2+ 14.KMh2 QeS+ 1S.Kg1 Q!cd4. swiping a 
pawn forthe two bishops. My intention was just to bring my rooks to the c�nter 
by9 ... Bd6 10.Rfu and U.Rad1. then to push el·e4. and hope I had something. 
1O.Ql<G411d6 {Dlafram 21J 

DIAGRAM 21. WhiWtoP\.ly 

I now had the unpleasant feeling that I had been oul-prepared. My queen cer­
tainly didn·t feel comfortable on the C4-square, and lines with 11.e4 e5 actually 
seemed dangerous for me. II was lime toT a re·evaluation of the position. C ... r­
tainly my position isn't bad, bul what are my trumps? I dedded to forti' a few 
trades and see if I (ouldn't take advantage of my superior development. 
lLNe41 Nxe4 U.Bxe4e5 U.Qcl iii 14.Bc3 

Okay. I'm oot winning any awards toT "J'lfE'paration of the Y"'ar," but at the 
lime that I played the modest 8.Bd2, I had W!rious doubts about any "advantage" 
at all. With the text, I felt good about my piece platl'ment for a chaTlgl:'. Once I 
bling my rooks to the (enter, White's game will i0oi< brighteryet. 
14-_Rd IS.1Ife1 f5 

Not the most attractive �_ but other suggestions don·, (0rTII:' easily. Slad' 
should be careful not to open the position. as after 1S ... e><d41 16.e><d4! his lack of 
development becomes obvious. 
16.do5 NoS 11.NQ51' 

A \/elY deep conception about which I had doubts. I give up the two bishops. 
as well as control of the d)-square. in return for a mighty c)-bishop and safe 
king. After 11.BMes BMes 18.NMes QMe5 19.Bfl BeG the position is only marginally 
betterfor WhIIe. 

Accepting my challenge. After 1.1_.Bxes 18.Bfl one key differenc;e compil"�d 
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to the previous note is lhal 8lad(s queen isn't on Ihe lofty eS-perch. In order 10 
actiViite the dI·bisht!p 81"d, has to play lB. __ BM<3 19_Q!c<3 �, when White has a 
superior version of the above nole. Translalion? The !"'Sition would slill be only 
marginally better for White 

With the teM! thefe is much more play for bolh sid6. 
1I.Nc4 Be7 U.Ncl21 ItS 20.Nfl (OLIeram 21) 

DIAGRAM 21. alKk to fib)' 

This was my conception. Quile a knight tour around the board. In the result· 
ing position, the question is, which side has the better set of minor pie<:esl At the 
moment, the fS·bishop isn't any greal shakes. 
IO._bdl 2LNc3 

Threatening 22.Qb3+ and B.Q><b7. as there is no ___ 1k7MhH riposte. 
II-RotS n.ltadl hell 2J.JbIdS IbtdS 24.Rdl IM,31�r"m 29) 

No doubt played with a hea"Y heart. This trade means that Blad can hope 
only 10 draw, as onr:e more in the resulting bishops of opposite colors endifl!l. the 
attad'er has lhe advantage. And in determining which side plays the role of the 
attader. <oosider the situation of the respective kings. 
2S-blll! 

My best move of the tournament. By capturing with the f·pawn. I'm setting 
my Iring up for the perfect pocl<et on the h2...quare where it wm be cocooned. 
Capturing with the h2·pawn isn't nearly as good. as Black would always have 
<hances for perpetual check. 
IS._Rxd1+ I6.Q!cdl Qd7 11.Qell 

Aoother fine move. My queen oawls along the back rank waiting for a chanr:e 
10 leap into lhe fray. The len envisions lines involving h2·h3, 93"'.14 and lhe pos. 
sibility of Qe-1.g3�S. creating a deadly battery 
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DlACiRAM 29. Whltl to Play 

2J .. .h6 21.b) <S 29.h) bS )O,Qf1 
And, jusl like lhat. Black is lost. There is no way that he un prevent While's 

qUeE'nfrom adivating herself, and then his king will bea sitting ducl<. 
)0.-"4 )UIS QdII n,Qbsl 

White's queen is unleashed. and no defense I!; possible. 
)2.,.QdI H.Kh21 

A really unpleasant rrlOYe to face. White tucko; his king away and asko; his 
opponent: ·what wm you. do for play?" 
H __ adS 14.Bd6 

Cooing to harvesl the pawns 
14.." 35.QaS Kf7 )6.IIxCS Qc6 17.Qxb4 Bri JI.Bd4 

Co\1e<tion a>mpleted. Now it is lime lotarget Blac�'s hapless king. 
)1_.hS )9,Qb8 KI7 4O.QiS 

When playing 11.N�eS. 1 dreamt about such a battery. 
4O. •• Qds 41.QfS+ HI 

With the time control reached, Mischa resigned. 

One ima!je .11 long remember from the 1985 MOntpellier candidates' tour· 
nament O«UlTed at the closing ceremony. An the players were on a stage with a 
long table before them. In front of each pLay.,- were chess boards and pieces set 
up in the SLUting position. When it was time to accept his prize each player 
would sland up and wal� behind the other seated players 10 Ihe podium, ex­
change a smile as we\1 as handshake with the speaker, recei� his enveloped 
cher:� and walk bac� behind Ihe seated players 10 hI!; ()Yffl chair. After receiving 
hI!; prize, Mischa rigged right instead of left. walked in front of the assembled 
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masters and began to make a move on ea.:h board as if giving a simultaneous 
display. The audience roared with laughter and applauded loudly. The pIa�rs 
joined in with the audience as well. t dare �y he was the only one amongst us 
who (auk! either have thought of sudl a thing Of have pulled it off. HE' was sur:h 
a special person 

The late 1980s and early 1990s were a golden age for chess. with the found. 
ing of the Glandmasters Association Mur:h will be written about the GMA in the 
chapters on GaITY Kasparov. The Wortd Cup events were a fantastir: series of six 
tournaments spread over two years and featuring the best stars in the chess 
world Each player partidpated in four events. with their collective soores making 
up the fi .... l standing� • played Mis<lIa twice in the Wortd Cup series 

In the first of these games I a93-in h;od White, for the fourth time in a row 

Vasser selrawan-Mikhall Tal 
Brussels, 1988 

Nimzo-Indian Defeme 

1."" Hf6 l.c4 e6 ).Ne) 1b4 4.Q<l 
I §tarted playing the Cla.sical line of the Nimro-lnd.ian ],ong before it be<:ame 

popular to do w. Howe\ler. O<'IO! Kaspar"" tool< up the tine and infused it with a 
mh stew of original ideas. it seemed to become tht treatment used by everyone. 
CIo1arly not lIappy wilh the outcome of OUr NiHil: encount ..... , Mil<ha� takes a dif­
ferent approach . 
..... 0-0 5.115 11611 

Of coune, thefe is absolutely notlling wrong with this move Of. indeed. the 
whole Hoe. Black will have fair development and a reawnable position. but . 
can't \hake the feeling that Black is too casual in hls eeding of the two bishops. In 
my view. this whole line of deve],opment gives White a ],ong·term plus. ev<m as 
we agreetllat Bla.:k is okay. 
6 ... ) Nbd1 1.8d) h6 1.lh4 <5 9.Npl b6 lD.G-O exd4 

Alertl White threatened to move his c)-]might and utcl> the b4·bishop hang­
ing in mid·air. 
n ........ Ib7 U.a31 11l1<.3 13.Nxc3 

It is very important to TXlte that in White's operation to win the two bishops 
he did not play a2-a) and Qc2xc3; rather White recaptured on the c)·square 
with his might in order to achieve a more harmonious piece deployment. White 
wM able to do this because Black's fifth move, 5 ... <16, was restrained and didn't 
put any immediate central pressure on White's position. 
U._Qc7 14.1041 (Diagram JO) 

I've now 3(hieve<\ pr&isely the type of position I hoped for: I possess the two 
bishops. fair central control and now space on the <jueemide as a bonu� In my 
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�s. an I needed to do was centrali� my rool<:.. play f2-f3 to bkxk the long (hI­
as) diagona,l. and White's position is strategically won. 

Mischa went into deep thought. and I could see that Identical thoughts were 
going through his mind as well. Where I� Black's play? Obviou.ty 14 ... dS? 15.c51 is 
strategic disaster. as is 14 ... eS? 15.d5. and In both cases the b7·blshop Is septic. 
But if Black IS unable to fo.ce matters In the center and choose!. to play slowly 
and wait, how can hf, best do that? Suppose: the moves 14 ... Rfe8 tS.Rfe1 Rac8 
16.RaCI Qb8 17.Qd2 Qa8 18.Bfl are played. What has Black accomplished by 
"playing slowlyI'" Absolutely nothing. Indeed, with each passing move White's 
advantage seems to have g.own. Afte. a future 19.f3. 2O.Bg3 and 21.Ne4, Blacl's 
d6-pawn win come under attack and Slack will soon be fo.<:ed. on to the defen. 
SM without having made a visible mistal<e 

I (ould �I" through Mischa's body language that his level of concern for the 
position was becoming elevated. AI such limes he had the habit of pursing his 
lips and leaning his head forwards into the board I too $<)metimes bear down at 
the board and bring my head forwa.ds. At times our heads came dose together 
14.H�ll 

While . think this a poor move. I can only temper mycritidsm by saying that I 
don't have a good suggestion f« a better one. Slack's position is not easy to play 
and this move accelerated the slide along the downwanls trajectory. 
15.&41 

A very strong rejoinder. Black's a6-bishop looks particularly f<)flom. and the 
"threat" to the «-pawn is to be blocked by 16.Nb5. That i� also White's response 
to IS_.S�(4?, which would cost a piece. Since Black cannot capture on C4, hetm 
to increase the pre�sure, but his next move doe�n't really accomplish much. 
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15_.RfcI 16.Nb51 Qdi 
There is no joy in Mudville as the lext doesn't help at all After 16_.BxbS 17.axbS 

eS ll_Qbl NhS11 19_lIfcl Nt4 21.Be4 Rabl 22.dS I thought the position was astra· 
tegic diI-Mter for Slack. 61ad<'s position may already be beyond salvation 
17.81) �5 11.Qbll d5 19.1tf(11 QR (Di ... �m 31) 

DIAGRAM )L White to � 

Al ias!. Mischa has a position where "concrete play- and the powers of calcu· 
lation are in the ascendency. Unfortunately for Slack. the position is about to 
burst open at a time when White holds the trumps of two bishops and SUpeliOf 
development. Now it k time to win material. 
�0.ad5 QIld5 n.RIU'" RIIel n.NxI7I 

Achieving ou, most blessed state ofbelng: holding a paw n more. 
n ... Bb7 

There is no solace to be found In 22 ... Ra 2).S�a6 Rxa7 24.SbS exd4 2S.Rdl. as 
White win win the d4·pawn and be a healthy paw n to the good with two bkhops 
in an open position. All ofwhlch meanS an easy win. The text, keeping piea's on 
the board by th.eatenlng mate with 23 ... Q><g1. was Mischa·s best chana' 
23.811 Rc4 

There is only forwardsl Of course. It is a leap of faith and hope that the chess 
gods look kindly on such brave play __ For my part. if I can "avoid mate" (take a 
second i0oi< at White's king safety). ""'=101)1 is in the bag. 

24.Nb5 
Probably 24.dJ<eS was simpler and stronger. but I calculated a line that went 

24 ... Ng4 2S.Rel Re4 26.Rl<e4 Q�4 27.NbS N�es 21.Nd6 Nfl. and I shuddered. 
forgetting that 29.g�fl Qdl lo.N�b71 eliminates the fearsome bishop. Whether 
the te'" is inexact or no!. I can·t fault myself for bringing my knight back Into 
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play. It i� always a good idea to keep your piecfi gainfully employed. Now a fu· 
ture NbS·d6 wm eliminate the dreaded bishop. 
24-.ex64 2S-RdlIID1;1""m 32) 

0IACiRAM 31. Black to �y 

Changing my mind. My original intention was 2S.Nd6 RC3 26.Nxb7 Q>:b7 
27.Rd1 Qds 28J3, with wIlat I coosldered a won position. But the more I thought 
about il it seemed to me that Blacl·s c4·,001< was �imply "trapped" and I could win 
an exchange. 1 1001<ed and doubll!-dJedr;:ed, but oould not �pot TaI·� oompensatlon 
2.5 •• Bc6 26.NJId4 "'5 27.01 

This is precisely why I change<.!. my mind. With the long diagonal �hut down. 
6Iad,·s c4.rooI< is left looI<ing dreadfully exposed. 
27_.1 ...... 21..1Jt(4 Ql«4 29.RU Qd3 30.Bf21 bS 

For all hi' wondrous calculating ability there are simply no tricks for Mischa 
to conjure up. If Black doesn't protect the a4-bishop and tri6 30 ... Nf4, then 
11.Qcll wins at once. I cove, the dl-!.quare, making Ruxa4 possible, while also 
hitting the f4·knight. Black can't even ball out with 31 ... Q>:d4, is 32.Qc8+ step. 
out of the knight fork on the e2-iquare wtth tempo and wins Black's quet'!n. 
J1.Qe21 Q<:3 32,qe11 

1\ is perhaps exce-ssl"", to award myo;elf exclamation mark. for my last two 
maves - after all, the positi.,., is winning. However, trust me that whenever you 
have one of these legendary guys ;>gainS! the wall, being exact i� critical You 
don't ever want to give them a smidgen ofa chance for �pe. They wm find it. 
With thi� maneuver I bring my queen into play wtth tempo and keep everyone 
on my team protected. 
32_.Qd3 JJ.Qe1+ Nfl 34-Nc6 1-0 

Facing massive material losses. Mischa was forced to stop the clocb. 
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Amazing. Fou. games, foUT wins·for me. How was it possible? Really, I cannot 
e�plain it myself. In �y\ng the following, I'm aware that I'm patting myself on 
the back, but it needs to be poln�d out. 

Mischa has a deserved .eputation fo. ris�·taUng, daring adventures from on 
high where a single slip could be a fall cO!.ting the game In an instant. This fine 
imagery fmCfi uS to admire the daring high-wire acrobat. Actually, it is funny. 
but statistics show that Tal was One of the ha.dest players to beat. He has two of 
the longest sneab without a loss in modem coos history. Tal was the ad.oit 
anohit who didn't fall. In truth, defeating him once was actually a very fine 
achiew:ment: therefo.e, beating him fOUT times is absolutely beyond my undel­
standing as wen. 

R�Tding Tal's twin sneab: hom July 1972 to April 1913 he played a record 
86 wnsecutive games without a loss (47 wins and 39 draws). He then bettered 
this record between October 19B and October 1974, when he played 9S con­
se.:ubve games without a loss (46 wins and 49 draws). Tho!se a.e two of the long· 
est unbeaten streab In modern coos history. 

We an know of those situations where player · A" defeats player "B" routinely, 
player"B" defeats player 'e" routinely, and yet player "e- defeats player'A" mu· 
tinely. No OIle gets anywhere. In this case I can only �y that somehow Mi..:ha 
did not match up well with me. He was unable 10 achieve the type of double· 
edged. compHcated games in which he e�celled, while I managed to keep the 
games In the deaf quiet strategic channels that suit me. By trying to obtain the 
kind of positions he li�ed, he just made things WOfse. This "style explanation" 
e�plains a lot (I can't helping thinking of my good friend, the Canadian GM Dun· 
can Suttles, and hI!. fine reco.d against the stmngeT Bent lanen, and his even 
worse record against the classicist Srtloza. Gligorit). but four wins in a .ow? 
Sometimes one must also look to the Olen Gods for explanations ... 

Finally, I should mention, obviously and without shame (it wasn't my faultl), 
that I had fou. Whites In a mw. And,)"!S indeed, it Is nke to have White. 

OUr final game was played in Skelldtd .. Sweden. Mischa was having no fuT­
theT entanglements with me, and from a standard position he offered a draw 
before we had ew:n left theal)' behind. 

Mlkrutil Till-Yuser Selrawiln 
Skellefte�, 1989 

Semi-Tarrosch Defense 

1,« c6 l,d4 ds 3.ekdS cxdS 4.(4 Nf6 J.NC3 e6 6.Nf3 Be7 7.adJ Nxds I,BeI) Nc6 
9,0-00-0 to,lttt Bf6 11.11e4 Nee7 n,NeS Ya-Ya 

Drawn on Mischa's pwposal. 
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By the way, did you noti«' how the opening was labeled a 5emHarraKh De­
fense (a line of the Queen's Gambit O«lined) iw.;tead of a Caro-kann Defense? 
Su<:h are the vagaries of opening dassifkation. Apparently the position ruched 
in the game most often comes from the II'IO\Ie orde. 1.d4 dS 2.<:4 e6 3.Ne3 Nf6 
4.NO CS S.e3 Ne6 6.Bd3 oc<14 7.exd4 Be7 8.odS NxdS 9.().(I ()..() 10.Ret Bf6 11.Be4 
�7 H.NeS. with the same game position and hence the QGO Semi.Tarra:;ch 
classifkation. The same position can arise from other openings as well 

Most of Mischa's Hfe saw him In pool" health, suffering HYe' and lidney dys. 
function. In Skelleftd he looked tenibly gaunt and worn. We ali feared the 
worst. and indeed he pas.ed away in June 1992. 

Ooo't for a moment think that a victory �r Mischa In his declining years 
wasn't to be reli>l1ed Not at all. In 19S8, Mischa won the World Blitz Champion· 
ship In Sl John, Canada, ahead of both Karpoll and Kasparov. It was an amazing 
spectacle to behold. In the Final, Mischa won against Rafael Vaganlan. and I, like 
many others, found myself standing on tables to watch the action. I was In SI. 
ioI1n Oosing a Candidates' match to ionathan Speelman), where Mischa and 1 
played blitz games, preparing ourselves for the tournament. On my honor, I won 
IMi:ry blitz game we played (about five) before Tal said: "Okayl Thank youl Now 
I'm ready for the tournament." And win it he did 

Another memory of Mischa that I'd like to share comes from an event in Reyk_ 
javik. Iceland We were in the "players' room" ""'ere we could se� ou.selves 
coffee. drinks and sandwkhes while at play. I had a containe. of orange juice and 
I was looking for a glass; Mischa had a lighted clga.ette with an incredibly long 
ash and was hunting for an ashtray. We almost bumped into one another. estab­
lished eye contact for a brief moment and he said. "You have your pfOblern� I 
haw my pwblems." We both laughed and continued OUT hunt. Somehow that 
statement sums up the wilDIe of life as wen. 

Again as a footnote to that event In Rey\javlk, it was the first one where 
smoking was fOl"bidden. H�. tho! organizers made an eXa!ption for Mischa. 
His "table" was allowed to smoke. There were many players in the event who 
wanted to be paired with Mischa so that they too could smolle. 

The year 1990 featured tho! fifth and fmal FIDE World Championship match 
between Kasparov and k,,,pov, in New York City and lyons. t had been hired by 
Bessel kok to be a commentator for a "SWIFT Suite: whe.e VIP guests could mill 
about and have drinks ard snach while watching the players from a monitor. I 
had a dernOl"1stration boa.d and would comment on the games and anSwer 
que.tioos from the guests. Mischa was a second for Karpov and frequently vis· 
ited tho! SWIfT suite, where we would chal pausing to sign autographs and pose 
for photos. 

One day, , believe it was Halloween. a very dose friend of mine. Min Yee. came 
into my suite. Min worked for Microsoft as tho! President of Microwft Press and 
he played a considerable role in tho! enormous success of the company. develop-
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ing tho! ·CO" te.:hn%gy at tho! finn. Min, by his own adminion. is a bit of a 
"mutt.· A large man at about si� feet and 275 pounds. hi! is "half Chinese, half 
American 'ndian. half Irish, half ... • H� Cam� s_�plng into tho! rOOm wearlng a 
full-length, greywolffur coat with hood. To say ho! wa, a magnet for ,tar�s is an 
und�rstatemenl w� hugged, he ast his coat asld� and settled himself down in 
th� front row of my de.....,.boa,d and began peppering me with questions. 

At one mom�nl Min be<:am� very ��cited by a .......... that ho! thought Kaf]lOll 
shoUld play. No. I sag�ly informed him. tho! suggested move wouldn·t work and 
would lose a pawn. 5ure �nough l(af]lOll played ·Min·, move· and Min burst out 
of his chair with ��dtement. �noc�ing down the gentleman seated ne><l to him 
Of cou!"';e. ' was horrffied. Min then too� his huge ham,sized hands, grabbed tho! 
fellow by the s.cruff off the nec� and lifted him back to his chai •. "Oh gee. "m s.o 
s.otry about thaI I just got too e�dted. I apologize." said Min. 

"That's quite all righl" responded the wounded gue'S\. "Not a problem. J get 
excited too." 

Pleased that the gentleman look the Incident s.o _n, Min thlust out his hand 
fOT a ,hake. "Hi. My name is Min Yee: he dedared. 

·Pleased to meet you. My name is Milos Forman." the gentleman responded., 
and tho!y shoal< hands. 

Without pause, Min responded. ·MilOS fonnanl MilO$. l like your work. Great 
moviesl· Min turned to 1001< at tho! demonstration board and fOCU'Sed his eyes on 
me. "Okay. What now; he shouted 

I was dazed Fortunately. Min didn't injure anyone else and the whole eve­
ning went well. At a <:ertain moment. Min pulled me aside and said. "Vasse •. I'd 
Hke to invite everyone to a big Chinese dinner tonighl l')1 hire s.ome limO$ and 
make reservations. Invite as many grandmaster buddies of yours as you can, 
with their partners too, tell 'em there will be lots to eat and drink. I haVl!just one 
condition: I really want Mikhail Tal to be then!. Do you lI1inkyou could invite him 
t001" I had my dutles to pertorm and found Mikhail shortly. 

"Mischa, a friend of mine would IiI<!! to h",t a dinner party. lots to eat and 
drink. Then! will be a Hmo w-nstairs at eight and many grandmasters will ;oin 
us. My friend Min has one condition, though.· 

'Yes; asked Misc;ha. 
·He wants the party to be in you. honOf. He i5 a big fan. If you accept. _ have 

a party. If you refuse. no party: I e�plained. 
"Let"s party." s.aid Mischa. 
So we did. Two white stretch limO$ took us to a pretty swan�y restaurant and 

about 18 or s.o joined the dlnnef. Min lead us into the restau.ant with his grey 
wolf fur coatand we all unbundled from the New York chill. All the grandmasters 
were in suit and tie. being commentators for the pubHc, but Min was missing a 
jacket. The mai!fe d'loob:d askance and informed Min that the restaurant policy 
required a jacket. but for just such occasions the restaurant had a selection on 
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hand. "I don't care whkh color, just bring me the biggest Onl! you have: hollered 
Min. The maitre d' n!tu.rned with the blgg..st )ackl!t they had and Min barely 
managed to squeeze himself into It. He looked as If he could hardly breathe. 

We all went to the table to be seated. Min ordered, welcomed everybody> 
thanked Mischa for coming and then apologized to his guests. The jacket was 
suffoating, Min flexed his back and the )acket mad!! a loud ripping sound and 
neatly split itself In half. Min WOI"e half the jacket on one shoulder and ann, the 
other half on the other should!!r and ann. We all bu�t into laughter and Mil-(ha 
mo'<t of an was having a giggling f"tt. The maitre d' passed by our table. tool< one 
look at Min. retrieved the jacket and pronounced the regulation unf!! for the 
evening. It was quite a wonderful dinner. 1hankyou. Min! 

One other thing I definitely must mention: besides being a great player, Mis­
cha was a gifted writer. Ask any well-read chess player for his top ten faVOrite 
chess titles and Invariably Tal will have two listed. His boo!< Tal·Botvirmik 1960, a 
highly pefSoOnal account of his World Championship match versus Botvinni� and 
1M lifo and GIl""" of Mikhail Tal are, In my view, two of tho! best chess boob 
evt!r written. Every chess pla� Should have these two wm\s. They art simply 
outstanding. What makes them "'very spedal is his honesty. He saw something, 
he missed something, his head wasn't in the game; whatever was going on up­
stairs. he told his read!!rs. He didn't try to prove the soundness of every combina­
tion - on the contrary. he would let us know that he was gambling and was feel­
inghiswayalong 

Mischa's writings were completely different from everyone else's: the profes· 
sors teaching us what was right and .....,..,.,g. Here was an author who struggled 
over his decisions, suffered a missed blow, a. found Ihat opportunity une�pect­
edly called. Mo.e often than 001, he found his bala�. The struggles were so 
pefSoOnal that I felt I was sitting beside him. It was e�hilarating to read both the 
ups and the downs. Such honesty brought MII-(ha closer to his readers and en­
deared himself to them. You can't ""ad these boob without smning and laugh, 
ing aloud. 

On another topic, Tal was famous for his "stare." In chess lo.t he would look 
upon his opponents and hypnotize them. How else to explaln why so many com, 
binations. not quite sound, hit their martl ln truth, there was nothing to it Like 
many deeplhinkers. Tal had a "far-away'" look in his e)"!:s. He might be talking to 
you,. but you could see his mind was elsewhe"". When cakulating deep combina­
tions he simply looked upwards and towards his opponents. He wasn't "looking 
at them." Indeed, I ooubt he even saw his opponents; rather, he was simply cal­
rulatlng and it seemed he calrulated better when nol staring fi�edly at the 
pIKes. I'm absolutely certain he didn't 00 this in any way 10 disturb his oppo­
nents. In our games when I gave him a quick glance I realized that he was 1001<­
ing "past" me, really as if I wasn't there. 

In a slnonar �In I .emember being warned by a Seattle friend. Michael 
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Sp�e� that thl! Soviets had two enorm"",1y talented junior players, Boris Gel­
fand aT'd Va$sily ivaTl(huic I've played them both_ At the board Boris has thl! 
habit ofloo.ing down. Lite.ally staring at thl! square "eO" while calculating_ Con­
versely, Vassily stares up at the «iling to calculate. On one particular �, , 
thin. Vassily tool< about SO minutes, and thl! whole time he w;u 100ling at thl! 
«iling. At some point about 40 minutes into his thought I too began to i0oi< at 
the ceiling, see.ing insights as wen 

When I murned to Seattle and spol<e with Michael he wa, quite eX(ited 
about my contests with Boris and Vassily_ "What was it like play against them/" 
he e�dtedly as.ed. 

"Michael, you were right." I answered. "They are both incredibly talented. Be­
twe..n them they have both the macro and the micro vlews of tile world com­
pletely cow,ed. " 

The following are nice passages by Lev Alburt and Al Lawrence in their boo!< 
Thlff Days witll Bobby Fiselln & other ch .... "''''P, page 30: 

·'n general, BoMnni. preferred to enter an important match with rome dis· 
like for his opponent, or at \east rome psychological distance hom hlm. .. BoMn­
nik's complaint about Tal1 HI'! confido!d to l� Alburt his damning fact: 'I couldn't 
make myself dislike him.' For enmple, when In 1961 BotvInnil<, thl! challenger 
after all. approached Tal for his thoughts about the lights or the set aT'd board he 
wanted. Tal would say he Wa$ Sure that anything Sotvinnik chose would be just 
fine. 

"Tal showed none of the pre-match maneuvering. tension and histrionics 
that characteri�e<.1 Fischer. off·the·board behavior. In fact. In a sense, Tal put all 
ofhis 'incorrect" behavior into the ITIIWl'S he played.. while fischer put all of his 
'cor�ct' behavior into his 1TIIWl'S. fische._ with his ultra-d,-y classicism, tool< 00 
deliberate chances on the hoard ar>d relished the moment he 'crushed his oppo­
nent', spirit.' Tal would sacrif� a piece ifhe .aw 00 direct refutation, �n in a 
world...:hamplonshlp gamel Ho! relished the e�ploslve poetry that he consistently 
found under the noses of his moll! practical peers for Its own Intrinsk beauty: 

This topic of "off-the-board" behavior or psyChological tricks raises a gll!at 
do!al of discussion because such Incidents are ro rare and the media love to focus 
upon them. While it is tT\U! rome players preler to dislikl! their opponenh. find_ 
ing it difficult to play a9"inst those with whom they are on frleT'd1y terms. my 
overall e�p"rience after three and a half deades of play is that psychological 
trlch are really at a minimum. 

The g.eat majority of my opponents have been genuine �portsmen. Not out 
to distract o. to win in any dubious way, rather they hope that st.ong TnC>Ve'S will 
be their only correct path tovidOl)l. ln particular, ilnd In 00 ordo!r, my most _11-
behaved. "gentlemanly" opponents include Uif Andersron, Ale�indo!r Bellavsl<y. 
iohn Nunn, Jan Timman.Arthur Vusupov, Lubomi. ftami., Judit Pokja., iohn Yiln 
do!r Wiel and many, many othe� An of whom have behaved with impeccable 
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""",,·the·boa,d mannerS. The ""ry idea of deliberately distracting their opponent 
would be vlew<!d as lidirulous by them. 

111 close this chapter with a qwrte from Garry Kaspar",,: "We calrulate: he 
doe. this then I dothat.. And Tal, through all the thkk layer; of van ants, saw that 
around the 8th move, It will be SO and so. So"", people: Can see the malhematkal 
formula, they (an imagine the whole pictu'" instantly. An ordinary man has to 
calrulale, to think thl, through. but they just see it all. It ocrurs in g'eat musi· 
dans. great scientists. Tal was absolutely unique. His playing style was of cou.se 
un",peatable. I calculated the valiant< qukkly enough. bu.t these Tal insight< 
we", unique. He was a man in wt.o.e presen«' othe., sensed thei' mediocrity." 

Classkal Games versus Mikhail Tal 

Sei,awan·ral, Valelta. Malta 1980; 1..() 
Sei.awan·ral. Nikfit. Yugoslavia 1983: 1·0 
Sei.awan·Tal. Montpellier. Fran«' 1985: 1..() 
Seirawan·Tal, Brussels. Belgium 1988: 1-0 
Tal·Seirawan, 5kelleftd, Sweden 1989: y..y, 

5ei,aw.o.n: fou, wi .... one draw. Cluslcal ",on! 4Y,·Y, 
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Chapter Five 

Tigran Petrosian 

Of an the World Champions, Tlgfan Vartanovidl Pet.oslan (1929-1984) is the 
hardest to categorize. We all want n� definitions. labels that we can affi� to 
people Of things so that we feel comfortable by giving ourselves a reference we 
understand. We can something a "hammer" or Klmeone "hammer-like" and we 
are immediately happy. We know what a hammer is and are ready to dis.:uss Ih 
penon's hammer-like qualities further. WhY. we positi..ely know till! fellow and 
are ready to elucidate furtherl 

We are happy calling Mikhail Tal a "combinalional genlus," °a lactldan with­
out any peers: oT "i tactical magician.' It urtalnly helps us fet:1 closer to Tal, and 
we can define the player, at least a little, fOTourselve5, � Ifsuch a definition is 
ridiculously shallow. Didn't Tal ever play an endgame In his life? Hed, could he 
play endgames at all? Or did he just sprinkle his magk tactical powder on f!Ver'J 
position, including bare kings, producing fjrewor\s at an Instant? 

Which brings uS to Tlgran. Each of the World Champions In his own special 
way has brought something uniq� to the game, imbuing the pool of che$s 
knowledge and making It deeper. Some special understanding of the game - hh 
;"ftlpl"Ptanon of a pm;fio" or ,tyIf- cf play. All tI1� champions imparte<1 and 
sllared with uS their legacies. It may N trite to say that Tigran was a "hard man 
to Nal," or "a deep thlnhr wIIh long-winded strategic Id�as: Of that "he had an 
acute sense of danger." (Which World Champion did 0011) Yes,lIe had all these 
tllings, but these labels are mere descriptions that don't help uS understand the 
player. To tI1� contrary, they lead uS astray. The reaSOn is that he was an these 
tllings and a mbcture of oIher qualities as ......,11. 

To begin with, Tigran was a gifted tactician who could calculate with the best 
of them. look at his game versus Kasparov from nlburg, when! he out-calculat..:i 
Garry In a wild tactical m(l,lee. He was a fino! strategic player. but he wasn't 11m-
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ited in this a.ea; he played a YM.e variety of openings and defenses, bringing 
unique insights to a host of middlegame positions. While he was most successful 
in dosed p:>sitions. he played open positions veT)' well indeed, 

Tig.an was also ruthless in p.essing home an advantage. We all blow won 
positions. that comes with the job, but my imp1'l'Ssion of Tig.an's games was 
that hewas veT)' !jOOd at bringing in thewhole point when he had his "positional 
grip" on you. In short, if you fell into a bad position, that waS it - you weTen't 
going to escape, 

Tiglan has bee!o critic:ized as being not especially ambitious, This criticism has 
evoked thoughtful ag"'ement f.om a wlde selection of grandmaste-rs, The oft­
told joke 9Ol'S that once Petrosian was determined to dlaw a particular game 
nothing could stop him, not even a won position. A delightful and humcroU'; 
Jok. yet Tig.an was one of the most successful modem chess players where the 
World Championship cycles weTe concerned. To perform well in these brutal c�­
des one'. ambition must be to conque-r the whole world. In 1963 he defeated 
Mikhail BotvInnik UY>-9Y> and in 1966 he beat Boris Spa .. 1<y (the sewnd young­
est GM eve. at the time) U'/>-11I'>. Then in 1969. he Jo.t the title to Spassk� by 
UY>-tOY>, but in 1971. he put a stop to 80bby Fischer's rampage in the final 
Candidates' match, winning GameTwo after losing Game One from a much bet­
ter position. 8obb� went on to win their match and become the Challenger. How 
different history might have bee!o had Tiglan won Games One and Two of that 
match. 

So let us try to place Tigran in the hierarchy of chess greats: he defeated Bot­
vinni!<. one of the longest·1lYed World Champion legends; he both defeated and 
lost to Boris Spassky. the ·urriversal champion;" and it took a meteoric Bobby 
Fi..:hertostop him in his pursuit of a third matchversU'; Spassky. That strikes me 
a. an elrtraordinary record of outstanding achievement, yet for all of thls Petro­
sian is thought to be lacking in ambitionl 

Worse stm, Tigran ;s often dismissed as a "defensh,e" playe., whowas 9"<'d at 
antidpating and then "frustrating" his opponent's plans before (grudgingly) 
·counter_attacking_" Such chara<:teriution. sound so co.ny and funny, , JU';t 
have to laugh. How about those countless games where Tigran just absolutely 
mashes strong g.andmasters off the boa.d. neve< giving them any chance what­
soever1 lu.t a total Cl"U'ih f.om .tart to finish. How about those games where Ti­
gran's opp::ments. as White. were so intimidated that they rushed to the safety of 
the nearest drawing variation and counted their blessing. after the scoresheets 
had bun signed? wt..,re do these hundreds of gam<.'S fit into Our nice labels and 
definition. of the "great defenderr They don't. 

When critics have melted away Or given pause, a ray of sun,hine does appear 
Enthusiastic attacrers credit ngran with the exchange sacrifice " a near trade­
ma.k in his play where he would upset the material cart for dynamic play wit h 
the minor pi«l:'S. Defensive player, you sayl Really? Just fer fun, I challenge you 
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to do a �tat"tical camparison bet-.", the percentage of draws made by Petro­
sian and. �y, thefigureo of Tal or Fischer. You maybe surpri.ed. 

figran wa� a umque player becau.e he could, in fact. play many roles: the op­
portunistit attaCker, the careful defende., the skilled counter-puncher; the mas­
ter strategit visionary; the consummate endgame playe., and )'5. the playe. 
with the stranger nerves. Of cour;e. where Tigran', games sparkle is in hi' ex­
traordinary ability to resist in, and save, difficult positions, turning them around 
as if by magic. 6ecause ofthis unique ability, we label him as we do. I n  truth, he 
was a univer�l player. perfectly at home m a tactic;!.l melee, but simply out­
standing. without peer. when required to iceep- th� position 

It would be remis, ifl didn"! also draw attention to figran's remarkable Olym­
piad record He played for ten st.aight S<Met Teams from 1958-1978. when sim­
ply being carnid�red for inclu,ion was no mean feat. His record was a spell­
binding 78 wins. SO draws and one single loss. He certai"ly was a player ] would 
wa"toro myteaml 

Another oftero-toldjake was lhal it was as difficult 10 wi" the Soviet Champi­
onship as it was to win lhe World tille. Tigran won the SovIet Championship four 
times - in 19S9, 1961, 1969 and 1975 - over a 16·year period. yet he wasn"! c0n­
sidered a great taurnamerot player. I find it amazing thai such e)(\raordinary suc­
cesses draw any rnticism. 

I fir;t met Tigran at the 1976 lDne Pine Open and fm the second time at the 
1978 edition of lone Pine. It was at the 1976 event, when ] was 16 yea" old, that 
the foll()Wing episode happened. 

Ouring the tournament ] was surprised 10 � that fig .... n was keeping a lively 
interest in my games. Often when I would lodo: up from the board or walk 
around thelourname"t hall I �w that he was watching my games. ] knew abso­
lutely no reason why. hen I didn't find my games that i"teresting. HOWever, I 
thought his games were greatl 

It was dUri"g one of the ffee days. The TOWTl Han building where we played 
also had a" analysis .oom wooe Miguel Najdorf was holding court. He was play­
i"g blitz and clobberi"g one Amenca" Junior player after another. Aft ... thei. 
los .. the ju"ior would give up his seat and make rOOm for the ne)(\ one in a small 
line-up of players. With each victory Miguel WOuld loudly chortle to the whale 
loom: "8100<1.1 1 need young bloodl You afe too old to. me! Bloodl More young 
bIo<>d!" He did this over and over again. and was (learly ""joying him.etf while 
cleaning the docks (If America's best junior players. Even at his adllanced aye. 
Miguel was a formidable blit�er. My friends pressed me to join the line of ju"iors. 
as they knew I was quite a capable bliu player and it was time for a little old 
blood to get s",lled_ l"m not sure what ] hi>d intended to. the � day. but being 
humbled by Oon Miguel wa,n't it. Nevertheless. I allowed myself to be per�uaded 
tOjoirl thelirn:. 

£Ventually. it came my tUrn to play Miguel. He was in full throttle mode. bel-
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lowing his n� fa. yet morl:' young bk>ad. We shook hands to set upthe pieces. 
My tuonl t ju,t knew that Miguel WitS tTuising for a bruising and his comeup­
panee WitS due. bactly at that moment, Miguel receWed a tap an the ,houlder. 
He tmned 10 look up and saw figran Pet.asian asking him for his seal Miguel 
asked Tig.an in Russian if he really wanted hi' place. Tig.an irdeed conf"mro 
his desires. and Miguel jumped out of his seat and 9'lve it in an instant to Tig.an. 

Quite unexpectedl l too stood up, a..surning th.at Tig.an wanted the set and 
table to analyze or perhaps ,how something from hi, own games. No, not Not at 
all! He flapped. his hands up anddown that I was to retake myseat. '""'" wanted to 
play blitz again.t me. Cooll 

Suddenly all those who had been merely mulling or drifting around the playing 
venue found a re;tSOn for being close and they all piled into the analysis r\'>Qm 
wtnc:h quickly filled up. Petrosian was playing blitz! While setting the dod's I heard 
the cry of Walter Shawn Browne: ")-1 odds on Petrasian. Who takes ..,. bet?" We 
all burst into Iaught ..... Ard now it was VassllyS� ilS well: he took a position, 
standing behind Tigran, and pul him in a gentle bear hug. speaking in Russian. 
The 5ClJttlebutt was thai Vassily didn't want Tigran to injure the spints of the 
young players and that he should show us all mercy. Eve!)'Or1e seemed to be in 
good spirits and both vassily and Tigran enjoyed a vert good laugh together. 

Soon, we were ready. I ,tarted with White and played an English Opening 
While there witS no "kibitzing" per "', there was an appreciable volume of 
"noi"'" where ohhs ard ahhs would greet a good .hot or fine defensive cheap!). I 
really don't know exactly how, but I managed completely to "'-'tplayTigran, who 
had a big reputation ;lS a great blitz player, and I won the game. 

The room was in shack. Me too. I stood up to give up myseat totheT\f:'Kt jun­
ior in line. What a great honor to play Petrasianl No, nol Again, he shook both 
hands at me totake myseat again. Hewanted a second 9'lme 

lIqain, while setting up the pieces and dod, there came the loud cry of wal­
ter Shawn B.owne's voice as it rang "'-'I. "Ohy SO-SO! Who takes mybet?" lIqain 
we an burst in laughter, enjoying the revelry of the moment. This time Vassily 
didn't try to pe ... uade Tigran to have mercy on the poor junior pla� but rather 
he was now "permitted· to play at full strength.llqain Tigran, with his very ""­
pres,ive face, started laughing loudly. 

Of course, I .tartoo with Black, but this �me has completely slipped out of 
memory. I "think" I played a Bctvinn;k Pawn Trianglefonnation. Somehow l onee 
a�in miln;>ged to win. The victory was no flag Or fluke win either. I won a nice 
game. Had I been possessed? 

lIqain. I began 10 stand up, and this time Petrosian was far clea,er with hi. 
hand motion, ·S;tl" Again, whne setting up the pi�1:'S for the third game, the 
unmistakable \IOke of watte. Shawn Browne rose above the din: "3-1 odds on 
Sei.:awanl Wllo takes my bet?" We an rcaroo with laughter. Walter prided him­
.elf on being . good (xldHnak", too! 
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1 wa. in heaven. My last clear recollection was that t was cleanly oushed in 
the next two games. Much to my great relief. Tigran broke off the match and 
shook my hand. Wow! A 2·2 .plit! Suddenly it .eemed like everyone was shaking 
my hand to congratulate me. I think we were all equally disbelieving. 

In J>3 .. ing. let me point out that during the 1977 US Open in Columbus. Ollie. 
I won the title of US f"",·minule (blitz) Champion with a 7'h. out of 8.0 lWI'e. t 
WMn·t a pu'''''"''''in blitz. But neither wa. Petrosianl 

k; mentioned earlier. I helped Victor Korchnol in his 198011981 World Cham· 
pIon.hip campaign. Hi. fin.t Candidates' match was in Austria a93inst rigran 
Petrosian. What a tough. ten.lon·filied match that wM. The playef • ......, ... mortal 
enemies and neith .... . >de ga"", an inch. In the end Victor mana9"d a narrow win. 
We all counted OUr bles.ing' and anxioU'lly departed It wM during that match 
that I gained a real appr«iation fo.-just how .trong Tigran wa •. let me be clear: I 
thought that Victor Kon::hnoi was the best playef in the world or. at the ve'Y 
leMt. second best. and Tigran testN him in """'Y game. It wM only with abso­
lute grim determination that Victor won. In match play Tigran was indeed fOf· 
midable. 

The one and only dM.leal tournament game Tigran and I played with one 
another was again at the NikSit: tournament of .upef.tars. The ""e where my 
result. alternated win. and losses. Draws .eemed rare 

ViISset' Selrawan· Tlgran Petrosian 
NikSiC, 1983 

Nimzo-Indian Defense 

1.d4 Nffi !.c4 e6 Uk3 Bb4 4.Qc:l d6 5.B15 Nbd7 6 ... 3 c5 
Terrible. Here I am writing a book on my games "93inst the World Champions 

and I now realize for the firsl lime that Smyslov. Tal and here Petrosian all lUed 
the same poordefen.ive .ystem. bytran.posilion. against the Cla.,leal variation 
of the Nlmzo-Indian. Perhaps Ihey all read the .ame vaunted "S<Met xhool of 
Chess· opl'f1lng. book that recommended thl • •  ystem for Black. Honestly. ' can't 
seewhythis .ystem would be at all attracttveforbiack pla�rs. and much les. for 
lhe legend. of the ches.board 
7.c1xc51' dxe5' 

Thi. JT1O\le came as quile a surprise M I con.idered It simply a mistake. The reo 
.ultlng position is pas.ive for Black with little thance of oeating play. My main 
linewM 7_NxcS 8.Ne2 h611 (8 ... Nce4 9.Bd6 Nxf6 10.a3) 9.Bh4 l>S!. This la.t JT1O\le 
I con.ide.ed "absolutely necessary" for Black in order to c ... ate counterplay. or 
else he would just be beaten backwards. Then after 10.a3 8xt3+ 1l.Nxt3 bxt4 
12.BxC4 Bb7 13.0-00-0 the p:>siticm i. roughly ..wn. 
8.0-0-0 Bxe) 
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NOt a voluntary trade that iliad plays for in the OMskal Mmzo_ Normally, 
Black wait. for al·al. which w.ts White a tempo before Black part< with his b4-
bishop. The concrete problem here is that White's c)-knight is thre"tening to 
skip away with NCl·e4, when the b4-bi.hop will be left high and dry with noli>­
ingtodo. 

,.QxeJ Qe1 (Di.;IlfiIrn HI 
Tlgran wa.n't interested In handing I1'"Ie the address of hi, king. After 9 ... 0.0 

10.Bd31 1 had dreams of Bd3-bl and Qc3<2, with a very dan9"'ous battery. Note 
that after castling kingside prematurely, BI;Kk will not be able to break the gS­
pin with _h7·h6, as h2-h41 will be a strong retort. 50 if BI;Kk wanls to bre"k the 
gS-pin with _.h7·h6, he should toos in that move befOl"e castling. With the text, 
Black makes it clear that he w"nts to ,etain the option of castling queenslde. 

DIAGRAM }J. Whh to Play 

Take a do.e look at the diagrammed position for a moment. I know it SI:'I.'fTIS 

strang.e. but it i. precisely here that I felt that 1 had a strategically won position. 
Why? Well, think about it another way: imagine that While plays f2-t) and Qc3-
C2, exactly what will Black do for counterpiay? The gs-bishop pin is annoying, 
White's gl-knight will deploy to the cl-square and White can just build up his 
position. Toss in the tvvo-blshop advantage and the piusse. in White', position 
keev adding up higher and higher. 

That said, I was new looking for the mo.t precise deployment of my pieces. 
They ""'l>Uld have to be re;tdy to take advantage of whereve-. Black might castle, 
while trying to take fun (Ontrol <:>veT the center. In .hort, owing to Black's nm.take 
on his �th move, how 10 win my much superior posit;""? 
1O.Bd)1 

I thought for some time. but the �lowIng series of moves was really quite 
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difficult to find becau.e of the nume,ous po5sible set·ups. In the end I was quitt 
pleased I found the best. Fal .... hails Include 10.Nf3 b6!1 (10 ... e5!?) 11.Bf4 Bb7 
12.8d3 0-0-0 13.8a, which seemed quite iltt,active, but afttr the shange ,eheat 
13_Nb8 I WilSn't su'e how big my advantage was. 

Another very attractive line of plily was also tm. simple 10.Ne2 h6 11.Bh4 b6 
12.Qc2 Bb7 U.Nc3 0.0 14-f3. when Black has fililen inlo a very disag,.,..able posi· 
tion. Blac�'s counlerplay is hardly visible. and left to hls own devices White win 
play 92.94, Bh4"93 and a gradual kingside advance 

In 1m. end. I decided I �ked the le><t best. 
10 .•• b6 11.t4l 8bl n.W e5 i).NflI 

Thanks to a very p1"oose order of m�. Blac� is in serious dange. of being 
ripped ilpart. My .... If...:onfidence was soaring. The posilion is poi<ed for being 
ripped open and I'm hoIdin9 thetwo bhhops. 
l1_.QtfiI 

Practic,dlyspeaking, lhe only ....,..,. Black has 10 b.eak the pin befaTe thecen· 
te.bIows 
14-""5 

Vet another difficult internal .Iruggletook place 0\/t'T this move. Blad isdose 
to complete asphyriation ilfter 14.f5 Qe1 15.Be2 0-0-0 16.l1he1, when he 'iln 
hardly....,.., and White has all the time to prepare for ags-h4, '12"94"95 and BI\4-
93. and Black could p<lM away wit hout a murmur. 

Ichos<. 1m, le�t becau.e . felt certain that ripping open the position would be 
faVOTable. Having the position a'jain. I would likely prefer the aforementioned 
"big clamp" opHon. 
14-N141 

t completely underestimated this move. For some reason I fiKated upon and 
calculated 14._NKe4 lS.BKe4 BKe4 16.l1d6 Qfs as mymain line . •  had pU�P'lTed the 
yeT)' powerful .eply 11.Qd21, when Ihanh 10 a numbel- of Ih,eats, including es· 
e6, I thought lhe pos;tion winning. 

The text, On the other hand, .eally caught me f1at·footed for some .eason. I 
had .ejected l4-.Ng4, beciluse of a d1-exthange sacrtflce and was now forced 10 
double-check lhe planned sacrifice which I thought could not be allowed by 
OM 
15·11<2 Npn (DYanm )4- _fdlowlntl pari 

The moment of truth has <I.rived Obviously. in view of the dt'\lastating th.eal 
of 1«11-<16. Black had to capture the eS·pawn. Now the the<s playeT's etemal la· 
ment arises: to sac o. not to sacl (In this ca.e. the d1·rook.) 
16.1<141 

Dam it. dam it, dam ill And triple gosh. darn it. t didn't trust my gut instinct. 
ilnd avoided lhe crucial Ii....,. Immediately after the game Tigran pointed to his 
d1·lmight, made an extremely SOur face ard cleany indicated he didn't �ke his 
game after the natu.aI 16.Rxd1 NKd1 11.Q><g7 RfB. Certain!y it was easy to calcu· 

'" 



Tigrcm �trosjDn 

late this far, but then t� que<tion w;u: ·what nt:ltU" Unfortunately, the very 
posing of this question put me off the whole line. Sometimes we forget that 
che'is is just a fight. And while we may not be able to analyze to a concrete win, 
we ha"" to und...-.tand that <Ometimes it is just a verygood thing tD put our op-­
ponent into a position that � doe<n't like. And that too is very. ""''Y good for us. 

DIAGRAM )4.. � to Play 

Of course, I didn't find a dean win aft., 17_.�8. for the simple rea..,., that it 
doesn't eltist. �ther. what does e,,;st is a position where White has bis!lov and 
pawn for the e><change. perhaps with a second pawn in the offing. 6lack ha«n"t 
completed his development and White has fint: at1acking chances. Sut :again, the 
proper approach tD the positi"., was tD imagint: a lint: of play that my oppoI"1ent 
would simply hate to play against. From that perspecli"". there we.e two �nes 
after 17 ... �8. The first cho;ce was 18.eS!I, keeping 8Iack'. king stuck in the cen' 
ter. and the .econd ane 18.Rdl, srrnply bringing the rook into play. The main line 
that I looked at during the game was IB.Q>ch71! (an old wnknel., of mint: " 
grabbing a. many paWTlS as possible) lB.-f£ 19.Bf4 ().O.O. which is ohy for Black. 

In pract;.:!!, after 16.1b<d7! Nx<i7 17.Qltg7 �8 IB.es, Black has a diffICUlt deci, 
sion to make. Should he be greedy and grab the c4-pa.wnl No ... That seems too 
dangero",. Should he play 18 ... Bxf3, and grab the eS'paWTll For eltample. 
IB..Bxf3 19.9xf3 QlceSl Answl:'!"! no. After 20.QlteS Nltes 21.1Ia4+ Black Is che<k­
mated in short order. Quite a niLSty surprise. SO, grabbing the «·pawn .eems too 
dangerous and gi"';ng up the b7-t»s!lov doe<n'! help. which leaves only 18 .. .f6 as 
a possible defense. Again the path seems rather narrow, but also straightfor­
ward: 19.1bU 8xf3 (a forced capture as 19._Nxf6 2O.Qltb71oses for Black) 2o.gxf3 
Nxf6 21.exf6 ().().() 22.Qlca7, reaching our analyslsdiagram IDMgnom HJ. 
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ANAlYSIS DIACiRAM n, BliKk to Play 

We again come to one of those "",itions where we can't speak of any defini­
ti"" "win." Only which side is easier to play. For the moment White ha. a bishop 
and a few pawns for the exchange, and it is highly �kely that White ha, a per­
petual check any time he needs it, and of course also has chances to mate. The 
point - to repeat myself - is that $OmI:'limes you just have to realize that chess is 
a foght. You try to put pn:'Ssure on )'OUr opponent and keep levering up the 
threah and hope he crack .. Sometimes )'OU just have to go with your gut and 
play the movethat feels right 

This line and thi, game bothered me not only for the whole night but for the 
whole weeIt Somehow Slack ju,t had to be punished for his weak opening play, 
and I spent a long time analyzing the variations. Eventually ' remembered my 
own old wise adage: ·'nvite everyone to the party." SUddenly the line that , did 
net COflcenirate upon during the 9"'me became e'pecially attractive: 16.Rxd7 
Nxd7 17.Q><g7 1If8 l8.Rdl! f6 19.8d6 Ibcf6 (otherwise, 19 •. Qxffi 2o.Qxd7 i, mate 
and 19. .. Nd6 2o.Qxb7 is good for White) 2o.lbcd7 when I have two pawns fCK the 
exchange. Black can continue to ride a tiger by 20 ... Rxf) 21.lbcb7 lIfu 22.Kd2 
O-O-O�I 2).Kc3 when I thought ' ,tood bett.,.., but after n .. Rel7! Black is fine ,,",e 
more. Chess can bea tough game. 

Frustrated that I (QUldn't find the win, I had to put the game away. PeThaps 
SoOme day in the future it can be deflnitivelyshown whe<e I blew i\. While my gut 
tells me the exchange sacrifice wa. right, I could simply be mistaken 

After deciding to .eject the exchange satTifice. my new focus was 16.N><eS 
Q><e5 (16 ... Nxes? 17.Bf4!, is very strong for White.) 17.Qd2, which appeared to be 
mo.! appealing. Then I saw 17 ... 8(61 - a really annoying move. But even then, say 
after lB.Rhfl, White has a small plus thank< to the two bishops. 
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With my head spinning from all these variations, it wddenly occurred to ml' 
simply to pin thl' d7·knight. when Ellac�'s knights arl' "'fastened" tJ:I one another. 
In my mil1d.'s eye. the "anI)'" way to �ak the pin would be to play __ Elb7-<:6. in 
which case after a bishop trade I could plant a rook on the ds·square. Unfortu· 
nately. after the tm, Ella,k has just enough time to skip away. 

lastly. one move that I didn't CQflsider sufficiently was 16.1If4 16 17.Nx1'51 ncl'S 
IB.1I3.4 0-0-0 19.Bxd7+ when White will have an advantage in a bishops of oppo­
site colon. middlegaml'. Thl' idl'a of voluntarily giving up control OI'er the dB· 
square 'imply hadn't occurred to me. 
16_.o-oI11.8f4f61I.Rhel 

Whilf: playing this defensi"" move, I realized that my ea,1y opening advan­
tage had slipped away. A!;ainst an opponent of Tigran's taliber. opportunity is SO 
fleetingl 
".-'ff 

One of those highly surprising defensi"" rYIO\IeS that was a halIT".nk of Ti· 
gran'S play. I hardly gave the text much thought. I'xpecting lILRfdB, which I 
judged as even. 
19-h) 

Played out of trustrahon as much as anything else. There are some lines 
.....,,� Black might play ... Qe6-g4. so I thought to takl' away that opportunity. 
1,_.NKfJ 10.gKfJ Rats 11.1\4 y...y. 

Drawn on Tigran's prDp05al. Without making a move. he CfO!.sed hi' fingen 
to offer a draw. I acrepted, thinking that thl' lion's sha,e of my advanta!l<' had 
disappeared. After the obv;ous 21 ... NeS I considered the game even. Fo. both 
players. time troubles were going to be serious and the outcome of the game 
was !jOing to be decided by a blitz finish. Exciting fOT spectators, but stressful for 
the playel""l. Vet another of the many confounding 9"Tnes with the Champ;ons. 

Unfortunately. Tigran passed away on August U. 19B4 at a mere 55 yeaTS of 
age. The chess wo.1eI mourned this gifted. unique player who defied charade,;­
tation. 

Our Classical Che.s tournament score ends with a y .. y. push. as well as four 
d the most memorable blitz games I eYl'I" played. 



Chapter Six 

Boris Spassky 

Boris VassHievlch Spa,,1<yoccupies a special place fOl' all American chess players: 
he witS the Champion who lost hi, title to Bobby F',cileT in 1972. Even today. (10-
ing on 40 yean later. the American public is likely to !mow the names of two 
chess grandma,ten abo\le an others; Bobby Fi.che. and Boris Spa.sky. Certainly 
it is not the way that Bo.;, would like to be remembered, but such arethe whims 
offate. Similarly, it W"," not the intention of Hector to fall to Achilles in the sack· 
ing of Troy when the fonTleI' chose to compete in a duel he didn't haw. to accept. 
A loss fo. which he will be remembered tm the end of time. 

for me, Boris 5passky was a truly ·un;"'e ..... )" player. He was capable of play­
ing all facets of the game equally well. Clea,ly. he enjoyed the attacker's role 
most. ",n(! he was e�tremely fo.midable. but it was the "balance" ofhi. play that 
impressed me the most. Hefelt comfortable in every type ofposition. ln fact, it is 
hard to distinguish Spas-kY' style. As Miguel Najdorf would say. there w;"n'I .o 
much -slyle" -j\J$t illal of great pIiIy. 

Boris was an OUhtanding Worid Champion. He was at the height of his p:>wen. 
from 1969 to 19n while hoId;ng the title. Then the 197Z World Champion.hip 
match defeat "M" and things just went tenibly wrong. Hi. los, dtlle woOd titl/, 
didn't endear him to the SovIet authorities and he eKperienced a loss of privileges 
and restliction, fOl" hi. failure to �eep the Chess Crown.. His second maniage ended 
in divorce: "We were bishops d opposite coIo.s: Boris would say. 

In the 1974 Candidates' Semi-Final. Spass�y was trying to climb bad tovvard. 
a rematch with Bobby Fischer wilen he ran into the young Anatoiy Karpov. Kar­
poll won the match and �nocked Spassky out of the cytle. I was too young in 
those days to follow chess events closely, but that match struc� me as a vel}' 
.. trange one. For the 197Z match with Bobby. Efim Geller had �n Spas,ky'. 
loog-time '>l'Cond. Then, before his 1974 match with Karpov. Gener switched and 
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5uddenly joined KarpoY5 team. That musth;o.ve � as quite a shocking blow to 
SpiUsky, ;o.s hi. opening repertoire would h;o.ve been known by K<J.rp<lII 

Boris continued to compete in the World Championship <:y<:1es. In 1971; he 
failed to qu;o.lify at the M;l.ni1;o. lnte�onal for the candidates' event, but owing to 

llobbfs forfeit. Boris got acandidates' seeding in Bobby's stead. With thisoppor­
tunity, &oris fought his way to the 1971-1978 candidates' finals match in Bel· 
9rade. losing to Victor Korcllnol. In Ills 1980 candidates' match with LaP. Por­
tisch the players fought to a 7-7 standstm. Portiscll advanced thanks to more 
wins with Black. In the 1982 Toluca Interzonal, Boris failed to qualify by half a 
point, while In the 1985 Candidates' tournament In Montpemer he srored 8/1S 
and failed to ad�ance. His best daY" of succe .. fuflycompetlng In the <:y<:1es were 
receding. 

Although Borts did not defect from the Soviet Union per se, he was granted an 
f:dremely rarf: f:xceptlon: he was allowed to move to france with his third wife. 
and able to travel freely as he tiked. 1-1e made a special barg.ain wrth the Soviet 
authorltJes, In return for his unique status Boris would be apolitical and would 
not speak out publicly about the USSR. and certainly not in anydercgatory fash­
ion. He would not be ;0. "refusnik" or ;0. "defector." He would simply become a 
quiet Russian citi�en �ving and wor\(ing abroad. 

My first tournament game ag.ainst a World Champion was in 1980 against 
8ori, Spassky in the Tungsram tournament in Baden. Vienna. My second game 
versus a World Champion, Mikhail Tal, came OI1e month later at the 1980 M;l./ta 
Olympiad. There are a few things I remember quite weH about the Baden event. 
Tungsram was a Hungarian-based e1ectrical light bulb manufacturer, ycl it was 
easier for the company to org.anlze an event, invite players and obtain cfflcIal 
approvals In AU5trla. than In Hung.ary. At the time this struck me as really quite 
strange. A twi5ted welrdnes5 one would find on a television episode mthe Twi­
li9ht lon/!, if you will Of course, in Communist nations all klnd5 of nonsensical 
ewnomic things happened often. 50 in fact Ihi5 wa5n'1 5O sUrprlsing. but it left ;0. 
deep impression on me 

At the opening ceremony everything went fine: the proper speeches. the 
dr;o.wing of lots. drinks and ;o.ppeti�er5 ;0.11 wenl iitcording to schedule. There 
came a lull as folks milled about and spolee wrth one another. , found myself 
walking around the building and came Into a "study·like library room" that ' 
found really attractive. I took a seat at the desk and seemed to pass immediately 
Into a meditative, wonderfully calm state of mind. It was amazing. I fclt � re­
laxed and at home in thl. pleasant room. Eventually. I was "disturbed" as one of 
the organizers came to Inform that we would now be boarding OUr bus to takf: 
uS biitk tothe hotel. Noticing how peaceful I appeared to be. he said. "Ah. So you 
Hke Beethoven's study." Apparently, I had been sitting in the Great M;l.n·s deslc 
chair complelely obtivious to my drcumstances. I can ooly enthuse that il was a 
marvelous room for Inspl,alioon. 
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Another memaoy hom this twnl gave me an insight into the playing fees OJ 
"honoraria" that grandmasters rt<ei�. (Keep in mind that I was just brealdng 
Into the arena in tho.e years.) In many NeJlt. in which I played the prizes were 
sman, as the or9'lnlzers gave guarantees or starting fees to the playe.s that were 
negotiated indMdually. A pIa)V's titlt(s) and raling determlned much afhls fee, 
of course, but there could .till be a large diloCrepancy between two Similarly· 
titled and rated players, leaving it upto the players to �Iate their own terms. 

Unfortunat�ly, there had Ntn a mix-up in the honoraria paid. The organize" 
gave Boris Spassllythe envelope for Alexander Beliavslly and. of course, Beliavslly 
re<:eNed the enwIQpe for Spasslly. A. a fonr.er Wond Champion we might think 
that Spassky'. enwlopoe was the larger ofthi' twol No! so. 8eliavslly was the one 
being shart-<:hanged as a result of the mixed-up envelopes. The organizers were 
put in the uncomfortable position of asl<ing the players to trade their envelopes 
with one another. Here Sori. dug In his heels. k; a former World Champion he 
wanted a fee equal to 8ellaVlky's. While the difference wasn't great, the or9'lnlz­
ers were quite unhappy with Boris. After alt he had accepted his invitation and 
fee prior 10 the event. These "discussions" seemed to last a good portion of the 
event. In the end I don't know h.-things were settled. 

From the moment we met, Saris struck me as an extremely friendly, humor. 
ous person. Quid and easy smiles illuminated his whole face. I liked him from 
our very first introduction. His play at the board w.s torrect, and he moved the 
pie<:es with a smooth, easy, practked mation that made me retiln Paul Keres. He 
seemed to me to be everything )':Ill would want in a World Champion. 

.... " 

Boris SpaiKy-Yasser Seirawan 
Baden, 1980 

Coro-/(onn Defenre 

At this point In my career, I had three primary defenses 10 1.e4; my favorite, 
the Pi.clRatfModern Defense, which consisted of 1-096 and 2 ... d6 (actually play· 
able agaimt anything, nat just a king pawn opening); the f.enr:h Defense 1..e6; 
and theCaro-Kann 1...eO, my chOice for this game. 

When playing against 1.1'4. defenses Should be thought of in two types. The 
first �s are those that attack the e4·pawn directly u.ly in the game. Here the 
Scandinavian, Altkhine, Frenr:h, �roff and (aro-K;T.nn (ome to mind. The second 
type i, not a direct e4·pawn attad,. rather, Slack seeks 10 skirt around the e4-
pawn. Here the Sltillan, PiJ( and Ruy topez Closed defenses come to mind. In 
general, those defenses that seel< to "hit" the e4-pawn early are the most (on­
crete, in terms of fordng �nes. Those that dance around the question of the e4-
pawn, su(h as the SidHan, tend to have a wide berth of flexible plans 
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The (a.o-I(ann is attractiY<" to m .. as il has !>.-en one oflhose deftn� wile ... 
the main lin<"'l of playa ... dea.-wt and easy to l.-am. Amateur pla�rs seem 10 
avoid the Ca.o-Kann boeause of its stodgy 'eputation o. boeause th ..... sultlng 
positions a,...,'t dynamic 0' exciting .. nough for them A pity. hul about f!!'t!ry 
WOI'Id (hampion at 0 ..... Ii ..... playe<! Ih .. ca'o-Kann. Trying 10 penuad.- folks to 
play Ih .. caro-Kann , .. minds me of a Tal )o\(e, 

"10 on .. of his games he was In a must-win siluatlon and played Slack. H .. 
chose Ihe (aro-Kann defense, but could ach ........ only a draw. Wh .. n a ... porter 
asked about the choice of such a quiet opening and something sharp like Ih .. 
Sicilian defens.- Tal responded: 'I play the Sldlian o..fense wh .. n I ..... ed a d.aw. 
but when I want 10 win, I play the (aro-Kann Defens.-I" - GM G.eg Serper Ch<"'ls 
(lfe (Septtmb.-. 2007, pag .. 33). 

So fa. I'm on solid g.ound ... 
1.d4 dS 3.Nt3 dxe4 4-Nxe4 Bf5 

My favorite main·li ..... move. Ot ..... Ca.o-Kann pla�rs. including AFliltoly Ka,_ 
pov, prefer 4 .. Nd7, whl� David S.onstein·s choice, 4 ... Nf6. attracts me flam ti ..... 
to time. 
5 ..... 3 B&66.M3 

Not th .. TTIOSt testing Ii ...... Today. dec:ad.-s late', the critia-l li ..... stin remains 
-Spassky's Tr .. alment: 6.h4 h6 J.Nf3 Nd7 S.hS Sh7 9.Sd} hd3 lo.Qlcdl e6. a p0-
sition I've 'ea<:h<"d on do�ns of occasions. Th.- teKt, wIlich does not lndud.- "the 
weakening" of White's h2-pawn, trl<"'l to give White an advantage in the n·sult­
;09 positions based on "space." The d4-pawn will control more �uares of Ihe 
oppo ..... nt's territory than will the efj.pawn. Not much of an �fOf While, but a 
plus of sorts. Thelefore, from SlaCk's perspective, !fhe can play _.e6-e5, and trade 
his e6-pawn for While's d4-pawn, he will I3kt away White's space advantage 
and at �asl equalize the game. 
6...Nd7 7.Bel3 e6I.o-o Nsf6 '� Be7 1O.8f4CH1 l1.Bx&6 

A very difficult qU<"'ltion to answ ... : which side benefits TTIOSt from this trade? 
On the Ofl .. hand, th .. doubled g.pawns a ... a weakness. S!a<:k's klngsid.- strue­
tu ... loses fle�ibllity and White gains the g5-squa.e for a knight 10 be station.-d 
offsld.- and close to the goal: checkmate. Th;tt ..... ans the ... a ... Iat .. nt attacking 
chanc<"'l in the ... sulting position for White. On the oth .. , hand. alack gets luft 
(ai.) (11 his king (use of th .. h7·�ua ... ) without losing a tempo. This (Ould be ;,n_ 
portant fOf the middJe.game battle and. finany, wheth .. , you want to term the 
doubled g-pawns an infle�ib� _akness 0' not. Slad's king has a lot of guards 
around him. wIlich is a good thing. 
11.�hq6 U.Qel Qb61 (DiIol"lm 161 

An important shift of plan. Inslead ofplay;ng th .. usual ... c6-<S. the teKt envi. 
siOfls a plan of awaiting developments. My Intention is to k�p a watchful eye on 
the d4-pawn, .. �pand on the qu�nslde and 10 make anytrad<"'l In the center that 
may co ..... my way. 

'" 
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DIAGRAM 36. White to PI.Iy 

13.Rfdl RfdI 14-b) nl U.Ne4 NXM l6.QxM .... 1 11.Rabl axb3 11.axb3 !lUi 
So far, things have gone like a dream. I've traded off a pair of minor pieces. 

there are no major problems with my king and my last move, a nice active one. is 
90ing to cause White to ma�e further trades. 
19.hJ !ldaII lO-Be) Nf6 11.Qf4 NhS 11.Qe4 N(6 1).Qf4 y>-y. 

Drawn on the proposal of Boris. I was ab50lutely delighted with a ·solid draw· 
against a former World Champion as 81ac� on my vel}' first outing. 

following the lengthy di!.Cusslom about honoraria. Boris and Alexander 8e­
llavsky jointly shared first place aT'd top honors with impressive 10'/:tllS scorts. 
loris _nt unOeffattd. and won his individual game versus 8eliavsky to win the 
trophy. The final results made me ewn more pltased with my solid draw. 

Our second battle together tool< plact atthe Phillips 80 Drew event in london 
In 1982. This was a vel}' .trong tournament whkh turned wild {o. me. I won six 
games, including a win over Anatoly KarJlO'ol, and lost thTff. to take third place. 
My gamt with loris was. sad to say, a truly lousy, gruesome performance. Pre­
pare yourselves - those with strong nomachs will be all right, but those with 
_ak dlge5tlve track. are advised to skip ahead 

80m Spauky· Yasse.-seirawan 
london, 1982 

Caro-Kann Defense 
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TM Advance Variation of t� Caro-Kann has a tumultuou. history with 
strong oplnlo", voiced ofWn. White ·wa.te." an entire tempo to advance in t� 
ce<1ter, hitting nothing. Unlike, for example, In the Alekhine and certain varia­
tlo", oflhe French Drien.e, 3.es doe.n't attack an f6-knlght. and White's third 
� can easily appear squandered. Black win sef:k to US(' the e""ra tempo In Ins 
favor to develop quickly and to counterattack White's advanced certter, hoping 
to .ebe the Initiative along the way. White plans to control the game by main­
taining his advanced center and the 'pace advantage that goes along with it, or 
by blasting Black offt� board if � trie. too hard to undermine White's center. 
White also hopes that his e5-pawn will tIh a klngslde attack In his fa""r or just 
allow him to play a lengthy 9'lrne, and even endgame, where t� advanced cen­
terfav.m White by keeping a long-term cramp on 81<>ck·, pl«e.. 

It is Inlerestlng to note Ihat today' most dynamic grandma,ters consider t� 
Advance Variation to offer the best chance. for White to s«ure an opening ad­
vantage �rsus the Caro-Kann. 
J-BfSI 

As all french Oefen.e players know, their favorite defen.e has just one draw­
back: the cB-blshop. Developing it before fixing the center is a French Defense 
player's d.eam. Indeed, what could be sweete'? Solving all our opening p.oblem, 
In a mere three fllOVeS . 
...... 

A �ry hard move to try to explain. I'm not e�n 'u'e I an. TM basic theory of 
the move gee. like this: White's advanced es-pawn cramps alaek·, natu.al king_ 
.Ide development and White hope. to be able to create a klngslde attack than .. 
to Its influence. With the text. White determines to "fix· the king,ide pawn 
structu.e. Once fixed, White can then deploy his piece, to those square. he cen­
trol •. That's t� thl'Ory. It does 10010: goofy to advance t� h2_pawn. having jmt 
advanced t� cente.pawns. White is making only pawn moves. 
4..h511 

Going along with White·, p"'9ram. Bori. obtai", the gS-squa..e; I conect the 
g4--square. Fal.enough. Note that In this way, Black also keep. t� f5-outp<>!;t for 
the bishop. Again, a fair deal for both players. 

In .ub.equent games. I tried to have my cake and eat Iltoo. That I., I'd play to 
retain control OWr the gs-square by 4 ... Qd7, In orderto stop the 92-g4 advance. 
The idea would be 4. .. Qd7 s« 1>61? 6.Nc3 ..0, when Black has made t� h7·square 
available for hi. bishop, and has not ceded the 9s-square. He is ready to fight In 
the center. A similar Idea Is to play 4 ... Qc8, keeping the d7--square nee for the bB­
knight 

Finally, another Interesting line of play re.ults from 4 ... h6, preparing a possi­
ble bishop retreat to the h7-square. White i. practically forced to continue 5.g4. 
but then 8lack can demon.trate the flexibility of his pesitloo with S ... Bd71 (S._�4 
6.f3 Bh7 7 . ..01 Is an unpleas.ant pawn sacrifice for Blaektoface) 6.h5 ..0, transpes-
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ing into an Advanc� Fromch po5lt1on where White ha� a much ac«,INat� king­
side attack going on_ Sut it isn't clear that all thHe tempi have �n a wi� In­
vestment as Slack will castle queoenslde, and the !mpr.-s�1ve ch.-st-beating .ing­
side advance may simply whiff and miss the target completely. 
5.t4 Bxbln 

Gasp. ' can hardly believe my ey.-s that ' played this TTI(>Ye. What was j thinking? 
Embarrassing to say, j know- ex<>ctIy what j was thinking: j thought j wuld clip a 
pawn. tn short. t had a truly ridirulO\ls tactical delusion. That said. there was also 
an element of wanting to "punish" White fO!" having made so many pawn TTI(l'o'<"S. 

51nce there I� no 'punishment" forthcoming, there was no reason to give up 
my nice f5-bi�hop for an undeveloped bt-knight (painful to Imagine I really 
m� that trade). Perhaps the second questiol1 mark is e�cessively harsh as t 
don't lose materlal after this 1l"IDYe. but t do achieve a �trategically septic position 
unnec<"Ssarlly. (My game gDl'� Into the toilet) 
6.Rxblefi 

Not the grandiose "win of a pawn" follow-through that I had antlclpat�. My 
plan was 6 ... Qas+ 7.Bd2 Q>:a2. dipping a pawn and chanenging White to do any_ 
thing about it. If White plays 8.8cl. Intending to trap my qu�n, then 8_dXC4. is 
my rescue as I secure the b]-square_ Then in my mind', eye t began !o � a prob­
lem building up. Continuing the line, White cO\IId play 9.b3, again threatening 
Bflxc4 (or b3XC4) and Rb1-n, trapping my qu�n. I'd be fDTc� to take again 
9 ... cxb], far from having won one pawn I just gobbled threet Then White plays 
to.Bd], and to save myqueen I must playto...b2 (Dilopam 31). 

ANAL VSIS DIAGRAM H. White to Play 

from our analysi� diagram, I now saw 11.Nh3 or 11.Ne2, and wanttd nothing 
further to do with the line. Black has no development and White Is ready to fire 
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salvos at Black's �ing with eS-f'6 and much else as well In fact. if we go back to 
6 .. ,Qas+ 7,M2 Qxa2, there is a ""ry strang case to be � for the poweoful 8.e6t 
pawn sacrifice as wen. Thanio:s to his control over the 9S-squa.re, White is ready 
for natural Ngl-fJ-gS and Bfl-d) development, and complete domination. 
Meanwhj� '" my king gets sacked I get to hold up an u-pawn as my g.eat re­
ward? Rldlculousl 

Realizing my whale line was a crodo: of manure, I found that my spirit sank and I 
played poo<Iy_ In the post-mortem, I asked Boris ifhe planned Ia play 8.a;, sacrific­
ing a second pa.wn or not. His answer was; "Do you mean after 6_Qa5+ 7.M2 
Qxa2?1 saw only 8.Rh31 Don't I win your queen?" Missed that too. Groan again. 
7..i1)1 

No, no, this isn't about Boois trying 10 save his az-pawn, In truth he would 
have happily sacrlfoced it. This move was to prevent ... Bf8-b4+. which would help 
Black trade pieces. thereby reducing the influence of White's cramping center. 
1 ... Ncl1B,Nf3861 

Terrible. Black wastes a whole tempo only to create further kingside weak· 
nesses. While there is nat much good to say about Black's position after 8 ... dxc4 
9.BXC4 Nb6 lO.Bd3 Ne7. Intending ... Ne7·fS, ... Nb6-dS and ... Qd8-d7. I could plug 
some of the holes m my positioon and put up a good fight. The text misseo; the key 
lathe position bya country mile. 

'."5 Be1 (Diaf:Tilm )B) 

DIACiRAM 31, White to PI;oy 

to.adSI 
And this is the obvious and simple key. from the diagram it is easy to see that 

White has a nlee Iud in developrnenL the two bishops and a poweoful .:ent.a! 
wedge. An fine pluses. Bul he needs to tum theo;e advantages into something 
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concrete, and the proper way 10 do that Is to open the po5itioo up by trading 
pawns_ Hence this trade, opening the c-file, works heavily in White'! faYOl', and it 
is why I had to play 8_.dxc4, a. mentioned above. 
1O....o:dS l1..Bd) Rc8 1UHl KftI 

Slack's po5l!lon is as bad a grovel as it looks.. White can practkally win the 
gameoneitherflank. 
1).Rn RXC1 14.Ql<C1 K&7 15.Qf4 1"g5 16.NI<g5 Nh6 17.Rcll (Dt.g�m 19) 

DIAGRAM )9 . ..... k to PI�y 

Clearly my po5l!ion is being dominated. and things may well be beyond Ie­
pair, but my "resistance" now goes straight into the "pathetic" catf9Ory. 
17_.Qb67 

Mispladng thoe queen. As bad as things ate, and they ale pretty bad. Black 
should try 11 __ NfS, in order to play ... NfS-h1, to chal1enge the stout fellow on the 
g5-sql.lilre. In thilt cale, Black could also aspire to play ... Rh8-e8-e7-<7. challeng­
ing the c-file_ Oby. ' despise my position, but it was my ooligation to put up the 
belt resistance that I could. 
d.b4 ReI 19.Rc3! 

White need not engage In pretense but can openly telegraph his moves.. The 
te"' ls setting up for  2O.NKf7 and 21.8"96, when the rook swings along the thi.d 
rank with decisive affect. 

Clearly not my day. My last chance was 19, .. NfS, when prayer Is in order. 
20.Rdll 

Simple and decisive_ It is as if eve')' one of my pieces is wrong·footed And 
they all are. Slad Is hoelpless.. 

lO._HiI 21..g41 
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I thought this was a Vf!ry strong � and felt like gMng th� position a r ... t. 
Sut .... Igning so soonl l dldn't want immortality in a boot of miniatures. so I 
stumbled onwards. 

In the commentators' .oom, the combination lLSxg611 fxg6 2l.Re81 was 
spotted. and I have to admit that powerful shot was even bette. than the text. 
11.....h"'411.h5f5 

I dldn'tli1<e my .ole In the script Soris had written after 11...gxhS 13.Nxf7 hf7 
24QgS+, but thetextdoesn't help either. 
l).exf6+ Ndxf6 14.Qe51 

Nicely played indeed. 
14. ... 1 15.1txlll+I kxf:8 16.Qxf6 pf2+ 17."11 Qc7 11.Ql<I6+ Kfi l,.Qf6+ l� 

I ho� I was now out of the "sure to be published miniatu.e dange. lone" 
and .... igned. That plan, at leacs!. seems to have worlced. (In .uch a p� of manure 
there has to be a pony.) 

It do.-.n't happen to me too often, but on otusion "ve been totany crushed; 
as you've just wttn ... sed. Ouchl What .eally annoyed me about this defeat Is that 
after my opening mktill<e S ... BfSxb1, a move l 1<new had to be bad even while 
playing It, I dldn't bear down and try" to save the g...me; .ather I seemed to p4y 
poorly throughout. There Is nothing Wfong in losing the good fight. hJst .emem­
ber to fight well. And while I'm the first to admit that Bori. is one of the great 
attat1<ing players in chess history. I hardly put him to the te'lL 

We will ret\lm to the 1982 Phinips &. Drew toum;!.ment in our next chapler 
The 1982 Toluca Interzonal wacs my fil'5t attempt at the th.ee-year Work! 

Championship ')'tle. I qualified through the US Zonal and went with my 5«. 
ondJcoath GM lubomi. Kavalek well prepared and in high .pirits. My Interwnal 
featured si� p1a.yers from the fa.t, Against the four Soviets. Boris Spassky. lev 
Polugaevsky. Arthur Yusup<I" and Yuri 8alashov. I earned an even 2-2 split 
�imt the Hunga.ian dllO of lajos PortiKh and Andras Adorj.\n. both p<e-vious 
Candidates, I managed to win. With a 4/6 score against the pre-tournament fa­
vorite'l l/we thought qualification was all but assured. Not so fa.tl Eugene Torre 
of the Phi�ppines. Asia'. first g.andmaster. surprised us all. defeating me on his 
way to qualimtian and a sha.ed first with lajos Portisch. It was an elecctrifying 
.esult for Asian chess fans. I missed qualification by a point. It meant a three­
yea. wait for another shot. 

Boris Spo!ISSky-VilS5et" Selrawiln 
Toluca Inten:onal, 1982 

Caro-Kann Defense 

'" 



Not a very inspiring move and certainly not superior to the 7.8<13 played by 
Boris in 01.11 g.ame from Baden. One look at the position make'5 things clear: the 
gf>.bishop is an el<Cenent piece and should be traded 
'.�e6 a.o-o Bd6 !I.RU Ngf6 lO.lIf1.ll 

I was having a hard time following Boris' moves. I was S\lre he wanted to pay 
10.Nh4 and win the two bishops. In response. t wanted to play for ._8<16.f4 to 
trade a pair of bishops off. � teKt j\lst looks like a Wilste of tempi. 
1O_.Qc1 11.t4 0-0 1l.8dl �S! (Diaaram 40) 

DIAGItAM 40. Whlt"tD Play 

A5. mentioned above in my notes aooIrt 1.e4 de�nses: in the main 4_Ek8-fS. 
Classiuol 1ine of the Caro-Kann. when Black malces this freeing break, he ellmJ· 
nates the d4·pawn and takes away any space advantage that White possessed. 
Indeed. with an elrtra center e6·pawn, the advantage may easily shift tothe sec· 
OI1d player. as we are about to wiIMSs. 
u.Bn Rfd8l1 U.QU 

Refusing my challe�. I had ho� to Induce the advance 14dS exdS lS.cxdS 
Nb611 16.BxfEi gxfEi 17.Ne4 1:97 lS.Nc3 C4 when I wanted to isolate and destroy 
White's dS·pawn. 
u...cxd4 15.Nxd4 a61 16.R�1 NcS 

Black has g.ained the advantage and can think about how to play fDr a win. 
11.Nf3 Nce4 18..11H Nx83 1!1.hx83 

Irtlnically. tNs time it·s White that has the dmlbled g-pawns. 
1!iI_.1!"5 

This seemed the most consequent Wily <If imprcwing my position. The prDbIem 
Is that White has a pawn sacrifice which helps Eklris simplify. He immediately went 
for the sacrifice. With hlndsighl Black can and should heighten the tension by 

'" 



Boris 5posdy 

19 • .a51 In order to � b2-b4. Black'� pbn would be to c� forwards with 
20 •. 8<5 and 2LNe4, when White h;ts a challenging route to equality. 
20.csl axes 

In taseof 20 ... Q>cc511 2U�an Qb6 22.N�es While is doing fine. 

21.Qlces Q.b6 (DIiIlr"", 411 

DIAGRAM 41. White to Play 

.. -", 
Before this move w". pbyed I was quite optimistic about my position. Black 

Ihre"lens 22. .. Ne4. "nd if White should. wandel offwlth 22.Nh4? then 22_Brl2� 
2l.Bd2 Q>cfh 24.Klcf2 N94� wi", a pawn. 1 wa�n·t �ure what Boris .....auld. do 

when I realized thueKtmiglrt iust sail White intoa playable ending 
n •• Rxdl 23.Rxdl axb4 14.Q.bz 11<.5 U.Q.xb6 8xb6 U.NeS ReII? 

This ;s �ry helpful to White'� defense. I should have played 10 keep pieces. 
especially my g6·bishop. The besl line was the unusual mzneu�r 26 ... 8<21 

27.Rn 8<>41 2S.B<4 !leSI. which seems IfI<e quite a strange ooncept as Blaci< is un· 
d�loping a _n·placed bishop. HClWelle •• in lhal case White would. ha� 10 sol. 
die. on a pawn down wlthoul the benefll of the two bis� With a healthy e�­
Ira pawn. fd rate my winning chances highly. White's el-bishop should have 
alerted metothe same possibilityfol Black ... 

A second attempt, stm �upe1'ior to the game, wa� 26_.BhS 27.Rbl 8<7 28094 
B�es 29.gxhs bS, with an ending ';milar to the game but with far better winning 
chances thanks to the presence of rooh. 
17.Rxdl+ axd' 28.Nxtfil hxtfi 29""1 

NOw I awoke to the realization that with the two bi�hops White holds pretty 
comfortably. An opportunity slipped by ... 
29 ... 81>6 30-8<.411<.5 31.Kfl KflI 32.Kfl2 K.7 33.11 NefI 34.Bd511 



Chess Duels: My Gomes wUh the World Champions 

34.a5 was strong.e •. cl ... mping down on the queenside. 
1 ... _ bS n.axbsaxbs J6.�S Nf6 J7.8bJ NhS JI.Ik7 IS J9.14Nf4+ 

Acquiescing in the draw. but it's reillly not possible for 8\;1d to m ... �e progress 
by keeping his knight. 
4O.8n4 y...y. 

Our ne�t enrounter W;l.S at linares. 198�. a tournament that scaned both 8o­
m and � for life in � different ways. From my side. I had a problem with the 
organizer luis Rentero from day one. My agree�nt to participate called for air­
line tra�1 reimbursement from my Seanle home to Madrid, as well as train re­
Imbursement for travel from Madrid to linares; hotel and focd expenses while In 
lInar6; and something �ke a $1,500 honorarium. The prize fund for the ewnt 
W;l.s � modest, as most of the money went Into honoraria for the top pla�rs. I 
accepted my invttation forthe simple reason that lina.es was gaining a .eput ... -
tion for being one of the strongest events of the � ..... That year. the World 
Champion Anatoly k;l.rp<III w .... pI ... ying. and I W;l.nted to participate in the 
strongest competition. possi1.l1e. regardless of my more modest remuneration. 
Clear 

(lut it .eemed to me that tinares. 1983 was a tournament whe.e "everything 
went wrong beginning with the starting pistol." When I asked Mr. Rentero for my 
airline tra�1 .eimbursement I ga� his staff my airline tdets and thought that 
it would be a simple matter. I had pUKhased a discounted tic�et from Seanle to 

New Yor� to Madrid and back. and in fact "saved" the organizers some mon� by 
booking well In advance. Not so fasl Mr. Renterotold me he had called his tra�1 
agent and W;l.S able to get a tldet $200 cheaper to Madrid.. What' Ilmew this 
was Impossible because I used an agency that had. the �ry be.t discounts_ Sec· 
ondly. even if such a feat was possible. what had that to do with anything' I paid 
an amount that was promised. to be reimbursed 

There we", bac�·and-forth days of haggling. and I w .... really becoming an· 
noyed.. finally. we were able to clear up a misconception: , lived in Seattle. Wash· 
ington. As In Washington State. Mr. Rentero obtained a quote from his travel 
agent for a tkket from Washington OC (Distr\ct of Columbia). the capital of the 
USA. on the east COil.t and hence much closer to Madrid. I was able to point out 
this simple error and that in fad I lived tho"""nds of miles away from Washing· 
ton DC. in Washington State. 

I thought the matter settled. Not at all. Mr. Rentero refused "complete" reim· 
bursement and offered to "split the difference" between wflat tit: was willing to 
pay and what , had actually paid. I W;l.s shoc�ed. What kind ofgarb.tgewas this' I 
accepted his "compromise offer" and made it clear to MI. Rentero that this 
would be my last unares evenl 

I shared. my unhappy "negotiations" with my coileagU6 as well. I was 
.hocked evffi further when they all told me they had. "Issues" of their own with 



Boris Spouky 

Mr. Rentero. He �med to br capable. on a whim, ofhanding out a cash prize for 
a !JiIme Ill" liked or "fining" playe� on tlll" .a� day for failing to engq in a full 
struggle. Hi. only criterion �med to br tlY number of moves made in the 
ga�. Win a .hort g.ame and get a tip; draw a .hort game. evffl with a �rpetual 
cheo::k, and get a fInf:. Such tips and fines were not .�l\ed oul In any agreements, 
and tilt: affKled playe� were understandably either pleased Or furious, but at 
all times confused. What was even more amazing was that this had l:le.,l going 
on for years. Vet year after year the playe� who had l:le.,l furious with M •. 
Rente.o would .eturn politely in the following re<" to kiss his a.se. Well. 'me. I 
.aId, "A pox on all you. houses." The pl;tyeu and M •. Rente.o deseNed one .. n· 
otllt: •. Me, I w .. s done with LIn ... es 

{wen writing these wo.ds now. m .. ny ye ... s l .. te •• makes me angry". Of course. 
tilt: money was minoT - it w.ts tilt: principle of how I was treated wnkh bfings 
me to .. boil. And nowtothe Li ..... es hotel wllt:,e the players all stayed. The Hotel 
Aniba.l was one of those tiled buildings you � so often In Spain - the,e _Ie 
tiles �rywhe.e. Tiles on the RooTS. the bathrooms. the w.tlls. the roof ... Vou get 
the ide ... Tiles u.n br brautiful and ado,n. In sum�' they a� lovely and.eflect 
/le;!.t; in wmteo they are cold. F,eezing cold. My room .eemed to ha� no heating, 
and the tiled floor radiated a chill. I caught a very bad cold with a whooping 
cough. as did many players, and my coughing and .nlffllng to and from my bed 
to the playing hall, coupled with the lengthy o'!JiInizational p.ob!ems, made the 
event tembly unpieasanL The finishing touch, of cou�e, was that I played mis· 
erably. I couk! hardly wait fo. the event to end. 

I'm oot su.e if Lin .. ,e., 19B3 was the worst �nt of my life (I had � losses 
and just one win to finish neaT l ... t pl<>eej, but by � criterion th .. t I mea.ure 
toum .. ments it w .. s cert;>inly the wo.st �nt in whkh I eve. pl<1yed. 

Vikesl Quite a horror story" rOT yom. truly. 6o.is Spassky. on the otheT hand, 
had a jarring eK�rience in a completely opposite way from me - he won cleaT 
fiul undefeated. half a point ahead of the World Champion Anatoly I(arpov. 
Wonderful, you .ay. Well. yes and no. His vletOl)' had con�uences. In those days 
l(arJlOV was the national .ymbol, tilt: flag-brarer for "Soviet chess powe'." Other 
Soviet players seemed to "defe," to I(arpov when outside the So\Iiet Union. I don't 
think in till" enti� time that l(arpov was Wmld Champion, from 1975-19B5. he 
lost a ga� to anathe. So\Iiet player played outside the Soviet Union. He either 
'Mln O. d.ew an the games played agaln.t hi. countrymen. An impl"essive, but 
d'ITe I .ay .tatirtic;!.ily improbable .Ko.d Il"\dero. As the Sovlets were often the 
very .trongest players in tilt: tournament, going through the Sovlet line-up with 
an equal 01" plus sto.e was an eK(eIlent formula for tournament succes •. 

As mentioned. Boris won the event �nd he 'Keive:l quite a boost from �. He 
'Mln OUI game "twice: both times from lost position •. In the last .ound, I(a.pov 
as WhIte needed a win against me to cat(h Boris. I held the game while the S0-
viet A.mbassador to Spain Ioo�ed on. awaiting Ka'JlOV'. inevitable vidory". 
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Th� rest of the �tory is from IIoris himself: "Vasser. I � you a big debt of 
g,atitude and thanks. Thanh to you , was the tournam�nt wlnnft. I letumed to 
Moscow and the Soviet authOlities decided that because of my Linares victory I 
was 00 Ionge! entitled to my monthly stipend of rubles a� a glandma.t�T. Their 
reaction provoked m� to tak� a harsh course. I would move to Franc� Thel�was 

a leally big foght, but I was mad and wouldn't be compromised. ' wa. leavlng and 
that was it. , agleed not to mak� a fuss. not to speak out, no denunciation�. 
Nothing. ' would go to live my life peacefully In Paris. Thank you. Good�. Whkh 
Is what I did and how '  came to 1M In flanc�. Linal� lSB� was the tnggering 
e\ltnt that set. everything in motion and completely changed my wholio lik· 

So how did I blow It and tum a Rus�ian Into a frenchman? 

CO" 

Boris SpasskY-Yil5ser Seirawan 
linares, 1983 

Queen's Indian Defense 

Another alad but. thankfully. Boris has tiled of OUr CioIG-kann gam6 for 
now. The la�t one. where he obtalned less than nothing, may have caused him to 
try � diffe.ent opt"ning applOilch. 
1 .• Nf6 U4ri ).114 b6 4-He) 8b4 

At the time. KaspalOV was popularizing the "Petrosian Variation" 4.a3, as wen 
as the move order Uk3 Bb7 S.aJ. a line I wanted to avoid. Hence my choke. 
5 .... 5 Bb7 6.e) h6 7.8h48,,0+ 

In those days. the main lines ran 7..gS 8.8g� Ne4 9.Qc2 fS 10.6<13 B)«3_ 
11.bxc3 d6 12-dS with hail·lalslng a�nI1Jres for both players. As I preferred 
White in the main lines, I chose the less critical terl, which, incidentally. could 
easny transpose. 
lI.bxc) d6 !I.Bell Nbd7 1O.o-<I Qe7 1LNd21 

A nea-sslty. To try to gain an advantage, White mU$! fight fo, control of the 
e4·squar�_ The teet �nvlsions an opportunity to play (2·f4 and e)-e4. with an 1m· 
pressive central phalanlt Clearly If Whit� achie\led hi. ob§ettive. BI�ck v.<Iuld be 
rubbed out. The only way to hit back against thl� plan is on the kingside. 
1L..15 u.8() 0-0-0 

The battle lines ar� drawn; an uncompromising fight lies ahead The playelS 
have castled on opposite side •. and wiTI dotheir be�t to maul the other's king. 
1).CS (DIagram 42) 

Flom a strat� pe�p"'ctive this sacrifice i. as natural as a baby' • •  m��. But 
before we start handing out brihiancy pril�S. let us not forget: that s"cctssjid 
combinations occur because a mistake has � made. Wh;ot has al�d don� that 
was so t�rlibly wrong? Why should he be punished at all? 
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DIAc;RAM U. White to Play 

from my penpKtiv� I was wondering � attack was fast�r after H.Qa4 
KbB 14.Rabl hS 15.f3 h4 16.8el. when Whlte's caveman intentions are Rbl-b3-
a3. and in ca.e of _.3.7-3.5. to sacrifice a !might against the as·pawn. Conversely. 
I'm going to have �� dlffocu/tie. "ripping open" the lrill9'lde. 

After the text, I was quile happy. Not only becau.e I would � a pawn ahead, 
thank you very much indeed.. but now I have the dS·<mtpost for my knight to 

help oondUtt kingside operations too 
lJ'Mdx(5 1.4.Qa4KbB 15.Rabl NdSl l6.RbJ f51 ID1:oI"""' 4J) 

DIAGRAM 4). Wh1teto Play 



And this too is the reMOn for my joy. As Robert ayrne �keslo say, "Plain 01' or­
nery counterplay." If I can get in .. .fS-f4, not only will I win a piece, but 111 aho 
open some lines against White's king. 
17.8a61l 

With this Il"KI\Ie Boris burns his bridge'l. and there is notuming b<>tk. Myrnain 
line was 17.e4 Nt4 /17_.Nxcl!? 18.8xq .. hC7 lSl.hcl KbS was also interesting) 
18..Ba6. when I didn't know how to evaluate the po5ition. "Oyn;I.miully even" or 
"both sides ha�chante'l· seem like good cop-outs. 
17-0101411 • .".0141 

With this move Boris reany goes too far. Obviously 18.8xb71 Nesl is a disaster 
for White, so he must take the d4'pawn, but with 18.exd4? White recapture'l 
with the wrong pawn. The only line going through my head was 18.0114 f4 
lS1.RaJ Qb41 when I wasn"t getting mated. Ind� I had so counted. upon the de­
fense _.QeJ-b4, that Boris must ha� read my mind and thought: "I must not al­
low ... Qe7-b4 under any circumstance'l." The teKl tosSe<l a p>ece for ghost threats. 
1I_.f4 

Thankyou. 
" .... 

It's hard to say what White should do. After 19.8xb7 Kxb7 lO.Ne4- a very 
sturdy defensM move is 2CLNbSl. p!"otectlng a lot of sqllilTe'l and !oetting up 
... Qe7-e8. completely TOuting the attack. 1M allowing Black to keep the bishops 
ma�e'l White's attae� much harder to prosecute. 
19._kIIl l0.8b5 

for some reason I found this mow rather mystifying. Howcould White be at­
tacking, on the one hand, and yet be wasting tempi playing to and fro with his 
plece'l? Of course. the TnOIIe does ha� a point: White prepares to alt<1tk IIlad's 
a7-pawn. 

NOw I went Into a king think and by the time I emerged I be9an to pank- I 
ha� no e><planatlon why. Allow me to say "bad form" and eccuse my play. aur 
prNecesson would can this condition, "Long think. wrong thin�." 
lo._c611 

There is a serious logic glitch with this mOlie that am 01l1y be explained as 
panic. With my previous Il"KI\Ie I avoided trading bishops: with the ted I toss a 
pawn to forte a bishop trade. Hmm 

I spent most, perhaps all, of my time on the straighlfolWard 2O ... N7f6t pre· 
paring a lateral defense of the a]-pawn with my queen. Then 21.Nes In.RaJ?! 
c61 22.8xc6 Bxc6 l3.Qxc6 ReB, followed by 24-R�c4, wins for Black) 11...Ne41 at 
first sight looks a little frightening, as the c6-square seems quite tender. How· 
ever, Black has nothing to fear after 22.Ne&> (22.Bc6 NexH 13.Qa6 Nb4 14.hb4 
QlCb4 2S.B�a8 Kxall 26.Nc6 Qa4 wins) B�c6 23.Bxc6 Qd6, and Black is winning. 
While staring at this line/position, it occurrN to me how nice it would be to sac­
rifice an exchange and get rid of the annoying c6·bishop. Therefore the move 
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H ... Rd6 looked promising. Unfortunately, 24.Q�a7� would be a stock mating 
sacrifice. And this is w�re the panic set In. I now "forgot" about t� winning 
21 ... Qd6, only that t� c6·bishop was frightening and that H_Rd6 was taboo. 
That Is how by gho!.tthreats I scared myself into the text. 
n.h., 1bt6 U.Qxdi R .. 13 ..... S lbct611 

Oh my. This isjust plain ,illy and takes panic to a new extreme. Afterthecalm 
21 ... Rc7 24.C4 Rhea 25.Qa,4 ka81 26.cxdS exdSl both of White', minor pieces are 
trapped and Black I, just winning. There goes my "'rr st win." 
l4.N""k Kc7 n.Ne7 Nxe7 16.c411 (Dby.om44) 

DIAGRAM 44. 8bdr. to PIxy 

We've ;l.Trived at an ending which. while bette. to. Black. is also playable for 
White. Thete><t was ine><act. though. White should play 26.B><I'4 ,�t 
Ui._Nc61t 

Returning t� favor. With l6 .. .f�g31 27.f�g3 Nc6 Black has a much superior 
veosion of the game as my king.ide structure is less vulnerable to attack while 
White's pawns are doubled. 
17.8xf4+t gxf411.Rdl RfB 

06pite my stumbles to leach this position, It is still very much in my favor. 
We were both now growing ,hort of time, and the game began to become a 
nervy affair. 
It.Rh3 Rf6 30.Rhs est 31.dxeS Ndes n.Rds Re6I 

In spite of my time ,hortage I've played well and my advantage ha, grown. 
33.h4f31 

The attacking H ... Ng4 34.kfl Nb4 3S.Rdl was tempting, but I preferred the 
teJrt as my pieces are more harmoniously placed. 

J4..pf31 

'" 
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A �I)I bad � that tosses the point right had to me. My main 1l� was 
!.Omethlng likt 34.RfS fxg2 3S.K�92 N)«4. w;jh a superior position and. winning 
Cl\anc6. 
)4...Nxf)+ 35.11:82 (DI .. ram 45) 

DlACiMM 45. 8Iad to Play 

l5�.Nfe5n 
Mystifying, mysticism or black magic1 1 just cannot u�'stand how I didn't 

play the obvious 3S�.NCd41, setting up checkmatlng threats (36 ... 1196+') and win­
ning on the spot. I had sten 36.K93 Rf6? 37.Kg4 and stoppt<! looking. If I had 
�potted 36.lI:g3 Ngli. th.eatening 37_.Nge2+, Ch6S hi�tory would have been 
written quite differently. The teKl w.ses away win number two. 
36.c51 b5n 

Completely missing the point of White's 36th move. which I thought was only 
an effort to trade pawns. In v;ew of my time tlouble. I should Just fofce a draw 
with 36 ... 1196+ 37.11:113 Nf3 3&l1d6 Ngl+ 39.lI:h2 Nf3_ and pelpetual chec"- I saw 
this line and such a draw during the game. but instead dreamt of a queenside 

paSsel. 
)7.Rd61 bd6?t 

White's last move came as a shock, and 1 reacted out of in�tinct (winning a 
pawn). Pe.hap. 37_.l1t7 Won bed, but after 38.l1dxh6 Whitt Is nOW fo. choict. 
1I.cx0l6+ Kxd6 )9.Rxh6+ 11:015 4O.h5 a511 

The usUill last move of time control mlstakt a� I ding to my drtam of a 
queenside pas�r. Red·faced I wa� �tunned to discover my position had 9Of>f'. Tht 
Irnights simply cannot c� with the rook and. passed klngslde pawn�. In the 
words of Nikooy Minev. "The disaster is now complett." 
41.Rf6! N<l811 

>3' 
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My best chaTl(�. 41._Ng.4 42.111"5+ Jlke5 43.Rg5. wouldn't have saved the game. 
but would � offered a mOle stubborn defense. 
42.h61 No!f7 4).h7 '" 44J(13 Nil! 45.Rb6 Kc4 46.a3 Ndf7 47.Kf4 Kc5 48.RbI Kd6 
49.R05 Kri 5O.RIo5 NB6+ 51.Ke3 KH 51.R.u4 KI7 53.RIo7 1-0 (DiagrMn 46) 

DIAGRAM 46. White to ""y 

One of those really. really painful defeats suffered whilf, having the worst 
event of your life. Such games just 90 hand-in-gIOlie with such <'WTlIs. 

Before leaving Linares 1983 1et US lOS. in one final straw to show how angry 
the gods were with me. For some reason in 1982/83 I was tempted to writ� a 
�I. A romancel;ldventure. SUTp�1 The story came to me in a flood of inspi­
ration, and I found m�1f -aibbling away for hours at a time over several 
month<!;, I would buy one of the mut!i.ring.ed notebool<s popula. amongst college 
students ard write my story. first filling one. then another and finally complet­
ing my fIO'VeI with f"rve thlc� A4-sized ringed noteboob. Collectively this bundlf, 
was rather bu1\y and up tm this event I had been transporting them in my 
·carry-on-lugg�·. but now the n�1 was finished. It made �nse to put the 
bulky notebooks into my ·check-in-lll99a.ge" for the flight leavIng Madrid. My 
check-in-Iugga.ge from my Madrid flight never aTlived. I was reimbursed by an 
insurance company for the checked bag. but my novel was lost Nat1Jrally as it 
was all done in long hand, I had no cop;es_ (II would be 22 years before I would 
take up the novel again.) 

N�><t. once more we return to the NiH;¢ tournam�nt of superstars ard pick 
up our personal rivalry in round len. 



Clleu Ouel$: My Gomes wUII tilt World ChOmpion! 

., .. 

Vasser Selr"wan-Bork Spassky 
NikSit, 1983 

Queen's Gambit Declined 

As my handling of the Blac� p;eces iIgiIinst Boris hadnl brought much suc­
cess, I must �y it was nice to have the Wllite pieces for a change. I'm sure Mik­
hail Tal had the same �ings against me during OU! fifth encounter. 
1. .. Nf5 lMe6 J.NfJ d5 4-NO Be7 

These were the days when thie World Champion Anatoly Karpov would play 
the Queen's Gambit o«lined and challenge all)'One to dent his defenses. Not 
many could. Therefo.e instead of going fo< the _"-t.odden 5.Bg5 path, I chose 
an important side variation from BooiS' 1972 World Championship match. 
5 •• 40-05.e) b611 

This takes the game into a QGO where thie f4·blshop actually turns out to be 
more favorably placed than on the 95-sqlJale. Theory rightly conside� 6 ... c5 as 
nearly mandato,), in terms of flghtlng for equality. 
MUSlu51lIDlagr""47) 

In principle, Black usuatly seeks to trade a pair of pieces beca� of what i. 
perceilled as a space defICit and 10 allow for free play. ' e�pected 7 ... N�d5 8.Nxd5 
e><dS 9.Rtl, when atcOrding 10 opening theo')' White has the upper hand. 

DlAGRAM47. White 10 Play 

B.8bSl1 

'" 



8cri� Spauky 

An attempt to distu,b Black's scheme of development. Black wants ... Bc8-b7, 
... c7-<5 and ... NbB..:I.7, challenging White to find a chink In Black's rentel . 
•.•. 1Ib7 9.0-0 c6 10.8a4 Nbd7 1LQO!211 

It was certainly mo,e prudent to play 11.h31, ,etalnlng the f4·bishop by mak· 
Ing the h2'square available. 
lL .• Nhsl ll,Be51 f6 1).Bg3 Nxi3 l.4.hq3 f5 

Blatk has wen Ihe two bishops but al some CO'lt: he h3.'< advanced his f7. 
pawn, Cleating many weak�,e'1 on the kingside as well as on e6-squa"�. On the 
ethe, hand, if White can', take ...:!vantage of these weak light squales, the fS­
pawn win P'O'o'e useful in tont,clling the t<mle' and Blatk win benefit. I thought 
the position was dynamically ""lanced. 
lS.A'fc1 Bd616.Qdl Qo:117.MU Rae. U.Rclll 

Possibly the p<<<U.'so' to a tempo loss. The line 18.11(2 cS 19.dxcS NxcS 20.Qd4 
Qe4 seemed better for Black. Note thaI in this line 19.Bxd7 G41 is also better fOf 
61ack. By putting my rook on the c)·squale. I make the retleat 83.4-<2 possible. 
18M.1ft 

Whae Blatk C01.IId play 18_.cs 19.dxc5 N>«5 20.Qd4. I wekomed the opportu­
nity to play agaln.t the Isolated queen pawn. The text s.eems quite sensible. just 
pinking the knight on the e4-squan. lastly, note that White also has an IntrigU­
ing queen satriflce In IB ... t$ 19.8>«17 G4 20.8>«8 cxd) 21.8xb7 Q><b7 22.Rxd�, 
when White has compensation but I didn't think the sacrifite fa"",ed him. 
19.Rae1 c5 lo.duS bxcS n .• 3d 161 

This additional weakening of the kingside is hnd to explain. Black should 
pl<Iy 21._Ne4, with at least equality. In fact, ' slightly p'efe, 8lack's position, and I 
missed my second bishop. 

ll.Nf4 Rb8 (DI.,am 4!lJ 

DIAGRAM 48, White to Pb)I 



Chell Duels; My Comes with the World Chompion! 

n.Qdll 
I want to fOf� �lther the ds-pawn or the tS-pawn to advance in oHler to gain 

squa,es for my plt:.:es. The ted is a p<efiKe to Ba4-b3. to athi� this goal. 
1)_.8;0' 24.Bb) aU.8M Rb6 26.b)l 

Mission accomplished. Now. fOI the first time. I was mole th<>n $<ltisf"1ed with 
my game. It seems th<>t Boris and I read. the $<lme sClip!: abcut how the 9"me 
.... ouJd proc�. but ,eached different conclusions. 
26_.Ba) H.Rbl RIb. 21.QO!2 "". 29.Rdl Qf6 

After this move. Boris had less than eight minutes remaining to the move 40 
bmecont.oL 
)G.Nxd51 

»officing an exth<>nge for two pawns and a knight. which is usually more 
than enough compensation. I thought the resulting position was better for 
White, whe.eas Soris conside.ed the position even. 
JO_Bxd5 Jl.Rxd5 Nl:J J2.QX'" Nxd5 n.Qxd5+ khl 3 ... ",,51 Re6 35.f4 RbtUl 

Now in severe time-I.ouble. Soris made a homble ove .. ;ght whkh ends the 
game. My main line was 35 ... Re7 36.Nt6 �t7 37.b41 when I liked my position as I 
was entertaining Ideas of trapping Black's a3-blshop. 
)6.Bkd 

Boris slumped In his �at and shook his head. We all understand that time· 
trouble does strange things to a player. Sometimes the mental processes just 
short-chrult and fry them.elve •. 
)6. ....... n.Rc6QO!7 3 • .Itx£6 Rf8 )9.Rc6Qs7 .o.Kf2 1'() 

Oby. not the most satisfying of victories. Boris rather made a gift of the 
game. On the othe. hand. I had �n more than generous in our p.ev\OWI games 
as well I was simply g.ateful and happy for the win. 

While in Ni!dit. Jan Timman told me that the or!t"ni�rs of the wo.ld"s 
st.ongest tou"",ment. Tilburg. would like to invite me to that year's edition. I 
asked Jan for his advi� on a starting fee. and he suggested that I double the or­
ganizers' offe. "nd ilSk for 5.000 Dutch guilders. My counte • ..offe. was iltcepted. 

The Interpolls Iournament was everything I e�pected It to be and �rythlng 
that the Linares tournament was not. The o.ganlzers and their entire staff were 
marvelously professional, the playing conditions were simply e�cellent; the hotel 
and food were good; and the players were treated like stars. 

Having Just heaped praise upon the organlze.s, I .eally don't recall what the 
stof}' was for the following game. I'm embarrassed to say Ihat if the organilers 
a'e going to ....,ke outstanding offers and efforts, I should match them as well 
and do my vef}' best. This game was certainly not my best effort. Not at alii 



Vasser Selrawa� Spassk)' 
Tilburg. 1983 

King's Indian Defen� 

l.d4 Nf6 Z.c416 ).Ne) BI1 

Boris SPQllky 

While BorIs has a wide openln9 repertohe, hi' choice of the King's Indian De­
fense (KIDI was surprising. Those were the days when everyone, including theh 
weaker sistef, played the QGD as well as the Queen's Indian Defense. Genera­
tions of Soviet players had enriched the theory of the KID, but at that time the 
KID seemed to be in some wasteland of su.piclon. It would take the emergence 
of carlY Kaspalov to rehabilitate the KID. 
� d6 SoBeZ He6 6.Nf) 8t!4 1.Be) 0-0 8.0-0 Rein 

Through a tricky move order I've caught Boris In a theoretical poxltion where I 
prefer White. The immediate B. . .eS 9.<1S BMf3 10.B><f3 Nd4 lLBxd4 exd4 12.Q>:d4 
wins a good pawn. The text pl'epales this 'ine bjr creating an attack on White's 
e4·pawn. 
,.dS! Bn) 10,Bxf3 Ne511.BeZ c6U.f311 

I should have done withoul thl. move, a . ... Nf6.g4 Is hardly a formidable 
threat. Simply 12.Qb31 gives Black concrele problems to solve. Should he play 
12 ... Qd7 n.RM1, 8lack's queen I.n'\ comfortable on thed7-.quare. lthoughtthat 
Black would play 12 ... Qb8, and, lf so, wonderful. In that case, the as'Took isn't SO 
haPP)'. 
U .. .e6 

Offering a piece sacrifice. 
1).dxc61 

Having played fl-f3, I wasn't thrilled about 13.f4 Nxt4 14.8"'4 �d5 15.M3 
Nxe4 16.8xe4 <!xu 17.8114 dS, when Black has thr� good pawns for the piece. 

What really annoyt'd me after the game Is thai In these types of position I 
knew that 13.dxe6 is the cOTTecl. capture. Invariably It leads 10 an awkward posl· 
tionfor Black. tf13_1b<� 14.Qb3 and White ha.lhe two blshops and a nice back· 
ward d&-pawn to gnaw on. White would double On the d-file, and Black would 
have no tounlerplay. Or 13 ... fxe6 14.14 Nf7 1S.Qb3 QC1 16.Rad1 and White enjoys 
his .pace advantage as well as the two bishops. Once more, Black has little 
chance 10 develop tounterplay, as while his f7·knlghl ls an excellent defender. it 
has nQthing else lo do. 
12._Nxc6 14-QbJ Qe1 15.Radl RadII y...y.. (Dboaram ul 

Drawn on the propos.al of Bori,. I cannot understand why I agreed to a dlaw 
in thi, position. which Is ,tm favorable for White. Let uS call it ·star powel." Black 
has no compen$ition fo. the two bishops. After 16.Q;t3, followed bjr doubling on 
the d·flle, Slad would have a solid but cramped position for a very long Ume. 



Ch�n Du�ls: My G"m�$ with th� W"rld Ch"mp;"ns 

DlAGIIAM 4'. Whit. tc> I'Y)' 

One amusing st"ry f.om the Tflburg tournaT1"lenl the hotel whe.e the players 
stayed featured an "in·house" movie channel. and one night the Sianie)' Kub.id 
mIMe � ShInIng was played. Those familiar with it will remember Jad Nichol· 
son's frightening descent into madness. As the film became increasingly tense, 
at a certaIn moment I decided to watch the rest of the movie in the lobby and nol 
alone In my room. 1 aTlived at the lobby to deafening applause. Appa.ently, every 
other playe. watching the mm was In the lobby as wen. 1 was the lut holdout to 
jolnlhem. 

My next encount�. with 8(lris was at the Zurkh Open, an �nt celeb.ating 
the 11S·yea. existence of the oldest chess dub in the world. 

1"".<16 

Boris Spauky-Ya55er Seirawan 
Zurich Open, 1984 

Pirc Defense 

As T1"lentionec\. the PirclRoit was .eally my favorite defense. I knew it was risky. 
but I just had to try it. at least once. against a World Champion. An Open event 
seemed like the perfect setting. 
2M Nf6 ).NC) " .. Nt) Btll S.h) 0-06.Be) il6 7.i1417 

A rathel unusual opening treatment by Bolis. His initial set·up implies that 
he want. a kingside assault based on Be3·h6. in conjunction with castling 
queen.ide. All quite .easonable. but the text doesn't fit Into such a plan. 

, .. 



Bo,;s 5pauky 

] •.• b6.1 
A bit p'ovocatiYl!, but • thought 7 •. Nc6. intending ... e7·es, would lead to a 

dale position after WIlite hades on the eS·square. 
Uk •• l 

A highly ambitious, imuitlYl! attaclcing decis\on. Open events force an extra 
dosage of risk-taking on the playen In order to takt a top prize, and Bori. and I 
are both caught up in the moment. 1 1\ad expected8.8el 8b7 9.Nd2, with ant:Yl!n 
position. In that case. my plan was to play 9_e6 and 10 ... tS. thipping away at 
White·scenter. 
B •• .Bb7 (iJY&ram SO) 

Continuing in the same highly ambitious. provocative manner. Perhaps the 
�. valorous 8 ... e6 was better or me�ly pTlJdent. I saw the game continuation. 
winning material. and thought that while I had not done anything ·wrong." the 
two moves h2-hl and a2·M didn't link well together. and that. If anything. White 
had done something wrong. �in. to win one has to take risks. and we were 
both In a gambling moo,L 

DlAGItAM so. Whtt.to Play 

!i.e5 
In a greater sense this move is forced and both players follow a narrow tacti­

cal path. deatlylines like g.dS?1 c61 and 9.fIOd2 dSI are helpful to Slack. 
" .Ne410.Nke4 Sxe4 11.Ng5 

Again, same comment a. before. White doesn't really have ... choke If 11.0-0 
chceS 12.Nxes Ncfi and 81 ... ck has a fine position. 
11 .•. S",l 1l.Rg1 Bc6 

A rea.onabie deciSion. I thought there might be a vari ... tlon where ... defenslYl! 
... 1Icfi�8 might come In handy. With the allematiYl! 12 ... Bb7. I'd keep the e8""4 

'" 



Ch"Si DuelJ, My Game, with the World Champia"l 

diilgonal open and thi, could bt u�l if I wanted to play •. Qdl!-e8, hitting the 
a4-paWTI. Not an ea�y choice and It was more intuition than calculation that per­
sU<>ded me to tT)' the text. 
1).Qc41 

I definitely thought this the most annoying as White Just masu:-; piece. on 
the kingside. I hoped for 13.e61 (6 t.4.Nf1 Qc811 1S.o1S 1le8 16.Nh6t Kh8 when 
White haS O'ole'e><lended himself. 

n .. .e6 14.0-0-0 Hel7l7 
ContInuing to be as p.ovocatlve as eve'. A more cautious move WiU l4-.Qe1. 

to fortify the f7- and e6-pawos. 
IS.h4Jl(Dlagram 51) 

WhUe Boris wa� thjn�ing over Ihis move, ' was really beginnIng to have some 
worne. about 1S.Nxf7 Rxf7 16.Q><e6 QfS when. if he likes. White could win an 
exchange by 17.Q><f7� Ql<f7 18.B><f7� bf7 19.015 BKd5 2O.R>«I5 NKe5, with a pIli< 
fo,Whltc. 

DIAGItAM 5L Black to Pia)' 

Now I fate the old caveman attack. White just grabs his clubs and starts beat­
ing the position as harshly as possible. In truth. I WiU rather happy to see this. as I 
thought lhe attac� was unlikely to succeed. Even so. Black's defense is not easy, 
and now is the moment Black must make a key decision. 

To lake or not to take the e5-pawol That is the question. 
15 •• ..:1"'5 

By capturing at once, I open up the d-flle and "allow· Boris to sacrifice an eK­
change. On the OthH hand, the line 15 ... Qe7 16.h5 dKe5 17.NKh71 was really dis­
concerting. My continuation of this line went 17 .• KKh1 18.h"96� Kg8 19.9xf7� 
R><f7 20.he6 Kf8 21.dSI? Nf6 22.Qhl and simply pul l didn't like my game. In-



80r;� Sp'l$<ky 

deed. what Is thereto likel White k having an thejo�. 
With the terl, I fmn ....."Ue to ,espond to the threat of _.Nd7-f6, and slow hk 

atb.c� fo, a move ... 
16.dJte5 Qe7 17.Rxd71 

loth forced and good . ....."ite pla)'$ wtth the .ame elan that he started with 
when playing 8.8(4, since when the players haW! been at the mercy ofille fo,ce· 
fulwinds. 

AS before, White couldn't paU5e fo, 17.f4? 1Ifd81 1B.hS NfBI when I've solidi_ 
fied my Ungside and I liked my game. Soon, it win be my turn to start trading 
( ... Rd8xcil) 0' pursue an attack (_.Sc6xa4; . b6·bS). when I'm in business. 
n ... 8xe11 n.hS (Db,ram 52) 

DIAGRAM 51. Blilck to Play 

Boris is an unstoppable attacking machine. Even so, I had the impression that 
I ·should be winning," but I didn't see my win. for starten I'd been _rrylng 
about the .acrlfice NgSxh7. for Quite a while and It was .eally annoying me. The 
win I wanted had to begin wtth g.abblng the es-pawn wtth ... Bg7><eS, then play· 
Ing ... Qe7-b4 to 90 on the offensivoe. This was the ·win" that I had been counting 
on for some time. The line that was really confounding was l8. .. lxeS? 19.Nxh11 
Qb4 (my win) 20.8<141 Q><e4 U.BxeS QXg4 U.� Kg1 H-h6 .. 1I, and White 
stands much better. This line came as a real shock. Going from winning to 
_r5e? I kept spinning my jets ·analy�ing· this line lfKe a moken re«lrd. I WiU 
sure it held my elusivoe win. which ' never found It was only with g'eat 'eluc· 
tance that I gave the line a rest. 

The other forcing continuation. going after White's king. was lB ... bSI? which 
seemed to be altogether wrong. Why force the «·bishop on to a mo.e dangerous 
diagonalr Nonetheless, I made an effort to look at this "wrong line" - after all, it 



Ch�ss Dlltls: My Gomt. with tht World Chompion< 

i� �n atttmpt to get at White's king. The line continued 19.Bd3 bxa4 2OoNxh71 a31 
U.hxg6 axb2+ 22.Kdl. which brings u� to an analysi� diagram (DIagram S3): 

ANAlYSIS DlA(;RAM 5). Black to Pby 

Oamntd if I knew what was going on here: 22.JS 23.eKf6 Rxf6 seemed "forc­
ing". and now the players could toss a coin In the air to decide who wins. 

This second line made me thln� that 18. .. bS was a gamble or even too much 
of one. It also provoked a sense that some lateral defense of the h7-pawn was 
"""". 

A bad n-.ove which .ucceeds only in weakening my king�lde. It tum. out that 
1S ... b5 wa� the nece�!.ary move. 

The,e wa� One othe. funny line that looked temble. but I didn't bothe, to re­
fute It: 1S ... h611 19.Ne4 gs 2Oof4 bob d'eildlul for 81acl<, but ZO ... Kh8 is not SO 
ea�y fo, White. 
19.Qt.31 

Very nicely played. White a\/Oids 19.eKf6 Qxf6. which would help me defend 
my king while gaining a tempo against the b2-pawn as wen. 
19 __ f41 

Suddenly. my po'lition Is no longer so attractive. but this throws the game 
away on the spot. 1 had to play 19_-9xhS 20.Qxhs h6 21.Nh3. which i� nice to. 
White. However. afler 2LKhSl 22.flff4 Qf7 I can keep kicking. Not that I would 
l;):e my po'lition. 
20.hlIg6I8""5 

Not my intention at an. When I pla� 19 .. .f4, 1 thought that I had 2o ... h6, at­
tadlng two while pieces. 1 had set up thl� ,early great cheapo - 21.Nxe6 KhSI!, 
intending 2LRaeS - when it �uddenlydawned On me that afle, 20._1>6 1 had no 



Bor;s SpD5Jky 

Ih'eat 10 take the gS_knighl at all. White tDuld jusl igno.e my "th,,�al" and play 
21.8<12, and whoops. I'm in deep doo-doo. White is ready 10 play NgS-f1. and 
wins. The I"t unfortunately doesn't help eithe'. �'h<>ps I �hould h<>� played 
my Intended 20 •. h6, alte. all. 
U.NKe61 8D6 U..IIxri+ Ki7 

Or- 2LKh8 23.l1h1 and I can give up. 
l).ph7-t 1-0 

A veT)' good win by Soris. A sp.nkling game. in fact. I missed my one chance to 
hold with l8 .• lIS. and after that il was an downhill to. me. Some d.;ly5 you just 
have to lip you. hal and say "B.avo and _n donel" 

The US Open has long been 'ega"led as the most p<e'lligious Open event in 
American chess histoT)'. I fI .. t played in Ihe Chie<>go, 1973 edition as a 13·�a.­
old, and thai event holds g.ul memories to. me, as does the Lintoln. 1915 edi­
tion. At the 1985 US Open, I lied with 80ris Spa"ky and Joel Benjamin to. first 
place, winning the I.ophy on lie-breah. TIlis was ou. cmdal match_up game. 

Vasser Selrawan-Borls Spauky 
US Open, Hollywood, Florida, 1985 

Queen's Indian Defense 

1.d4 Nf6 1.c4 e6 3.Hf3 b6 
Not at an une�]lKI.ed. Indeed, I would have been surprised had 80ri. played a 

Queen's Gambit DleclinN 01" a Kmg's Indian. AS mentioned, in those days the 
Queen's Indian Defense was an the 'age, and it just seeTMd as if everyone played 
� 
4..Nc3 Bb7 5.815 

Besides the te�t. the.e a.e two Dlhe. choices: 5.;>3, the Petrosian Variation, 
which kaspa.ov was using to tea. up the WOl"Id; and 5.93. offering to "anspose 
Into a mainline Queen's Indian whe.e the move o.de. has denied Black an oppor­
tunity to play ... Be8·a!; lines. I thought the text would be the most uncompromis-

.. 
5-.Be71 

Dam. Thls ff>CIVe sunk me. I had hoped to get the variation 5 ... h6 6.Bh4 95 
1.Bg3 NhS 8.e3 Nxg3 9.fi<g31 Bg1 l0.Bd3 On the boom. as I had .een Some games 

by Vale.-y 5alov that I thought he handled ,eally _n. The text is kind of a hybrid 
1ine ofthe QGD and the Queen's Indian that fits wellte>gethe •. 
6.Qcl 

Thanks to Black's move O1"de. he th.eatens the freeing move 6 .• i'k4, with a 

fine game. The text cove .. the e4-sqw"e. but who knows If White's queen is op­
timally placed. 



Ch�n Duels: My Gom�! with th� World Chomp;"", 

6...h61 7.lIh4d5 B.cIlllS 
Not much choice here 81.lck is re3dy 10 pl ... y -dS><e4, going for ... Queen's 

C ... mbit Accepted·type of position where White hs pI ... yed Qdl-<2, which isn't 
very good in those positions. 
B_.Hxd59,NlIdSll 

ToSSing away any pretense of gaining an opening advantag.e. White's besl 
was 9.Bxe7 Qxe7 10.e4 N�cJ 11.bxO 0-0 12.Bd3 c5 13.0-0, when in my mind's eye 
I s;l.W that Black would play _RaB-<R, picking up a tempo against myC2-queen. I 
thoughllhai would mean easy enough equality. Maybe not. Oftentimes the rna· 
neuver Qd.1 .. a-e2 Is played by While In such positions, and he stm has his central 
phlan� to which 10 cling .. 
9 ... Bxd5 1o..Bu1 Qxu 11.Re1 

The IMg idea. I hope lowin the c7·pawn. 
11 • ..o-o�541 

DlA(;RAM 54. White to Play 

u.e411 
lIery annoying. I've played for the Win of the c7"pawn, and now I argue myself 

out of It. Talk about not being very consistent. Of course. I underslood thal"Win. 

ning" the c7'pawn wouldn'l give me a won position Or anything of the sort; 
rather, I knew that Black would have "sufficient compensation." Bul there is a 
difference between sufficient compens;l.Uon and equality .. I feared Ihat if 1 look 
the c7"pawn Blackwould gain "total equality". Hence the lext. 

He.e was what I calcul.Jted: 12 .. Q><e71 Qxc7 H.hc' Na61 14,Rc3 Nb4 1S.a31 
Na21 when I preferred Black's JlO'lition. The p.oblem is Ihat 1S.a3, w ... nting to 
gain ... tempo "'9"inst the knight. is a serious mistake. Rather. 1S.a4 (1S.Kd211J is 
lhe proper way forw .... ds.. The line would continue lS ... Rfc8 16.Kci2 Na2 17.Ra31 

'50 



Borif SpQnty 

(the important point - White isn't forced to trade rool<� which is helpful for 
Black's initiati�), when Black goes 17 ... Nc1 (17 ... Nb4? ,B.Nel!). whereupon 
White plays 18.e4. returning the pawn for development. Then 1B ... B�e4 19.Ba6 
Rc2+ 2O.l(e3 adS brings us to OUr analysis diagram (DIagram 55). 

ANAlYSIS DlA(;RAM 55. White to"-Y 

I �ached as fal as 21.Rc31 be3 22.bxc3 Nb3. and the game "tt.lteven." That ts 
true eJ'lOU9h. but I didn't give the position at TIIOIIe 18 enough consideration. I 
think that Instead of 1S.e4, White can try 18./110':5, when Black still has to p<"0Ye 
his pawn sacrifice. 

PostKript: One amusing line that appeals to me would 90 lB.NeS Nb3+ 
19.1(d3 f6 20.e4 fxe5 21.eKdS Nxd4 22.1(0:4, where the general lead'; his army into 
battle. 

In any event. I should have played U.Qxc7. and just returned the a2_pawn. 
lL.Bb11].Qltc1 

Not a """'" that can be de-saibed as "beautifully timed." After 13.fkl3 ReB 
14.0.0 CS Black has fully equalized. The te�t I thought gave chances for a favor­
able imbalance of tho!: pawn structure. 
1) ... Qb4+1 14.Q<) QIIU .. 15.bllC) bM n.NeS f61 11.f) Bh11 

Thls last 5eqUl!nce of moves have been ""I)' nicely played by Bori� Without 
the last two little moves in particular. I thought that I could gain a pull in tho!: 
position. 
" .Ht!:4 Mc6 t9.Bc4 11fe1 1o.Kelll N;o5 11.1b6 Rad. n.Rhlll (DIa&r_ 5&) 

OI<ay, full confession. I'm not eKilctly roci<1n9 the chess world with sparkling 
play here. but I thought thai here Black could easily slip Into a difficult position. 
White has a space advant"9". the sl'.ghtly more active pieces and the possibility 
to r6el by Ng4-e3. fon�d by- a Idngside charge. What a.e the as·knight and 



Chtu Dutl�: My GQmt� with the World Chompiom 

h7-bi�ap .eally doing. afW a111 In short, t� position h;u a dCll1ap Clf poison, and 
Black can e;uily be lullf:d Into a falw. �nse of security. In fact. e�act play Is 
needed and Boris .t$ponds well to t� challenge. 

DIAGRAM 56. BlKk to ""y 

n ... Rul 1).He) Bc61 
Darnl Very fine defem� play indeed. Slack Imm.:dlattly 5eel<s to activate his 

bishop by ... Bg6·eS .... 4. when In conjunction with ... b6-bS. I may soon find my 
own a6-blshop misplaced. 
14.BbS BellS.bel Rexel 

Thams to Black's fine operation of trading bishops what chances the.e may 
ha� hH:n in thfo position ha� slipPf'd away. 
l6.f4 hs'h-Y, 

DTawn on thfo offH of lions. In my�, thew. last two games have really 
highlighted Boris at his vel)" best, consummate attackef and gifted defen<!f.r. 

Once """e, we now .etum to Montpellie. and thf: Candidates' tournament In 
Foance. whe.e I p�sly faced Vassily Smyslov and Miiha� Tal. Of aD OUf con­
tests togethe •. this game WOtl the most painful and left me the most 5Q.e at Bo­
ri, 

The story goes like this; we were scheduled to play in round nine of the tou.­
nament. My seconds Ulf Andersson and Miguel Quinte.os and I .ented a home 
outside of the city. and we would all d� into town togethtr and to the playing 
hall. We aTTived at the playing hall at our nonnal time well Wooe the start of the 
game. I went to my table and filled out my sco.esh� waiting for Sons and the 
game to begin. The Arhitef came to tell me that lions had an eafache. That to 
accommodate Bon .. he, the arbiter. had rescheduled the game for tomorrow's 



BOIi� Spauky 

free day. That was it, ju�t tik� that. Well clearly, thi� was more than annoying for 
me. I had made plans lor the free day, and If I had known thf:re would be no 
game for me that day I would ha� sta�d home. 

Now t made a dreadful mistake. t starN to watch the round. Lourdes, Ulf 
Anderson's wife, beg� me to go bad home and to "enjoy tM: free day." She 
knew somethIng that I did not. I failed to follow her sage adYKe. By the time we 
returned. all the game-watching and analyzing left me with the Impression that 
I had played the round. 

The next day 'Nt: went to the playing hall. The whole place was empty. no 
pla�rs. no spectators - just a few arbiters, Boris and me. It was a "'If strange 
feeling. I couldn't shah the concept that somehow we were "pLaying outside of 
the ewnt.· and .that the game became disconnected from the "real tournament" 

Boris seemed absolutely fine. The earac:hf: had passed. 
NOW we fllOW: to a completely different aspKt of thf: ,tory. the rules. Simply 

put, In those days the rules allowed the paye .... and arbiters to m� the sched· 
ule of play easily. So. to be d�ar. Boriswaswen within the rules to request a free 
day because of his illness. On the other hand, there are rules and thf:re is the 
spirit of play. I was clearly negatlw.ly affected by the changed schedule. My opin­
ion was not sought. and nor was my consent given. Boris knew In advance that 
th� gam� was rescheduled; I did not. Today. such tlmeouts cannot be made. EI­
ther you play at thf: scheduled time Or you forfeit. The player simply has to follow 
the schedule of play. I like thf: rules of today. r", pla� with SIllitting headache., 
an upset tummy and dreadful jet·lag, but have newr requ61ed a timeoul Or 
reschf:duled a game. 

L"45 

Boris Spaossky-Yasser Seirawan 
MontpeHierCandidates', 1985 

King's Gambit 

I had started to take up the Petroff Deftn .... and really "ked tM: positions I was 
obtaining. 

6cris now began rolling his head back and forth from left to light. and made 
hand �nts as if tossing an Imaginary coin Into the air, catching it and flip· 
ping it �r to see what he would play. 
Lf4! 

The klng's Gambit. Tal .. about catching me flat·footed. Of course. I knew that 
Boris did, on occasion. play thf: King', Gambit. but somehow I had put it out of 
my mind and out of thf: realm of possibility. I began to think and think. Could I 
play something a little offbeat and perhaps catch BorIs in his own speda1ty? 
l_uf4 J.Nfl Ne711 



CheH Olltl�: My Come� with tht World Chompiom 

A combination of (Ner-the-board inspiration and poor hmne analysis. I was 
trying to think about the main lines and a blitl �ssion I'd had with Robert Syme. 
He too liked playing the King'� Gambit as White. and I had come off pretty wen in 
tho� gamel. � line I liled best for Slack went 3�.gS! 4.h4 94 S.NeS d6 (much 
attention had also focu�d on S._Qe7 6.0:14 d6) 6.N"94 Nf6. returning the pawn 
for "comfortable devf:lopment." My preparation. in ca� anyone would play the 
King's Gambit against me. continued 7.NMfti (7.Nfl I1g8 8.M Bh6lool<s fine fOl" 
Black) Q><f6 lI.Ne3 Ne61 9.NdS Qg6 lo.Qf3 Nd41 11.N)(C]+ Kdll 12.Qc:3 Qg3+ 

1.3.Q"93 h<g3 14.NMa8 N)(Ch lS.Kdl NMal. with a typkally KraPPI' kind of posi· 
tion that I more 01 leu analyzed out to a dlaw. 

So, whydldn·t I playmy "main" preparationl Wen, a thought intruded whiT<': I 
mU5ed over what to play. �re was a player, Jacob Vw;htman, a defector from 
the Sovio!t Urrioon, who I usN to play blitz against when visiting New York City. He 
had rec:ommended the teJd: and we had analyzed it together �uperfkia1ly. and 
somehow right now tt seemed 10 fit the bill for taking the game off the beaten 
track. I hoped w catch Boris off guard. 
4.<14 d5 5.NcJ "'�4 6.NJte4 Nt!61 

And this is the �ry big deal. Black simply defends "hIs· f4-pawn and chal· 
lenges White to show compensation. Ofcour�, Black must not be allowed ... 8f8. 
e7 and ... 0.0, when he simply stands much better, if net dose to wlnning. White 
has to strike (jllickly and hard. disrupting Black's scheme of dewloprnent, or elSt 
hewill bewoTW. ln passing, 6 ... NdS is reasonable for Black and is the oot move 
7.hotl 

Without this move. White stands worse. My problem was that I didn't think 
White could play the text. 
7._Q.m (Diasram 51) 

". 



8c';� Spcnky 

SImply put. j WlDr>!j1y thought that WhItt'S play was now reMed. After the 
"forced" 8.�2 hS, Black can be ccmfid�t about the rtst of thl! ga�. I woold 
complete my deW:lopment t:,- ... 8c8--94. ... Nb8-c6 and •. 0-0-0, while holding on to 
tho! f4·pawn. And my gamf' literally plays itself. 

With hinc4ight thl! text is a mtstake. I should have continued 7 ... BfS 8.8d3 
(8.�2 8b4+l 9.c3 ()-OI is fine for Black.) 8 ... EII"7 9.hS Nh4, with a roughly �n 
game. I hardly gaw: this line oomideration becau� I thought that. in thl! dia· 
gram�d position, White was in trouble. 
I.Kf21! 

A real ringer. A �rful m� that tmany rocked my boat As in ()l.lr game in 
Zurich. my play was suppo�d to bring me an e�pected victory ( ... ag7l<.eS and 
.�7·b4) that simply wasn't there. My analysis had simply stopped at 8.Qe2. and 

, """",r considered anything el�.let alone the te�t The move refutes my �t·up. 

8_1114 
It was stunning how �rely I had wrong·footed my own pieces. My queen 

on the e7'iquare Is clearly mIsplaced. intem.ring with thl! Qew:lopment 01 my f8· 
bishop, wI1kh In tum, keeps my king In the center ... 

Of C()l.lr�, White wants to play h4·hS, drive away thl! g6-knight, and capture 
the f4·pawn with wonderfully harmcnlolJS �lopment. I can', play 8 ... hS, 
wh>ch gives up the 9S·�ua'e. I�, after 9.Neg5 I'm sunk. Whitt is ready for 
10.M3 and 11.Ret. not to mention 10.&4. when ' hate myposltion 

In my view. things are now SO bad I should probably have sacrificed my queen 
with 8. .. Qxe4!? 9.8bS+ c6 to-Re1 Qe7! 11.Rxe7+ 8.e7 12.8d3 I!g4 U�l Bxfl 
14.8)(96 8dSI when fOT Slife White has a clear advantage. but there are some 
holding chance� 
9.h51 Nh4 (Diacram 51) 

DIAGRAM 51. White to PI.,-



Chen Dud�; My Gome� with the World ChompiOI1J 

This wasn', my intended choke eithe-<. I thought I could bail I)ut with 
9. Bl<.hS!? lo.lbchS Qke4. when I certainly didn't trust my position. but neithe. did 
I thin� I was kist. Howeve •. the ml)re I looI<ed al 11.8c41. the worse my position 
seemed tl) become. Besides th'eatening Bc4Xf7+, the>"e was also a f:Ic4-dS th.eat. 
winning the a8·roo�. I didn't set: anything bette. than 11.�Qe7 and then there 
was H.Ne5 and.. horror of honOfs, the hS·rook is magnificently placed as well. 
Our reschedulf.:! g.amf: was turning into a nightmare. 
10.aJCf4 

A moment of gWfuI triumph for King's Gambit pl¥!"S. Hafd to imagine 
more stupidly-placed black piKes and more harmoniously-placed white ones. 
Groan. 
10 . ...Nc611.Bb51 

Making sure thai my king win not find comfort on lhe queenside either. Aft" 
the text, not .urpriSingly, Black is basically lost. 
11 ... 0-0-0 l1.all.6 bllcfi U.Qd31 Nxf3 14-pf3 ItS lS.Qa6+ Kbl 16.Nc5 lid 
17.Qx.6 Rxd4 (Diasnm 59) 

11.RH11 
Splat. Andjust Hke that I'm lost. Boris played 1m. re.t of the game in Y!ry ac­

curate style. A des.erwcl. Of even inspired, win. 
11. •. Rxf4 19.Qb5 .. Ka8 !o.Qc6-t Kbi !LRxe7 IIIe7 H.Rdl Itf6 n..Nd7 .. BlId7 
! .... Qxd7 Rd3 !5.QbS+ Kc.8 U.RlId8t- !bull U.Qa4 15 !1.Qu7 114 n.Qa6 .. Kbi 
3o.Qd3 Be7 31.Ql1h7 14 )1."'3 HI 

Atu.r the game Boris apologized to me, ·Vasser, I"m sony , had 10 reschedule 
the g.arne. I tried to can you in your hotel room to ask for your uno:\efstanding. 



but you _r� not checked In the,�. I'm sorry: TheJe it i�_ wnat to say? Sorn.!:­
times. bad things happen. 

OUr last dassical che-ss toumam�nt �ncounter took plate at the GMA World 
Cup in Barcelona. In a grand cathedral I came to Ih� 9"me with an idea to mix 
things up right from th� opening. 

1 ... 4c6 

Boris Spilsdty-Yanel" Seirawan 
Barcelona, 1989 

Caro--Kann Defense 

Upon seeing this mow, Boris committed a wonderfully blatant rule W:>btion 
and openly spo� to me: ·YasSl!r, why do you tortuTe me with this Caro-Kann 
businessr I didn't know what to say and could only laugh with him. Ono!: thing 
for 'UTe, It wasc�rtalnlybett�rthan losing to a King's Gambit 
!.d4 dS ).Ne) dx.4 4-Nu4 Nf6 S.Nxf6t-Ixf6 6.c:) 

As mentioned. on occasion I enjoy playing th� Bronstein Variation of th� 
(aro-Kann. White·,last moveis consklered the proper treatment as White k� 
his development �hemes fl�xible. An �arly 6.Nt) Bg4 allow. a pin and easy de­
�lopm�nt for 8bel<, wheJeas now If Blad tries to develop the c8·bishop by 
6_.8fS 7.Nel Nd7 B.Ng) 8g6 9.h4 hS lO.8eZ, White can go for th� win of the hS­
pawn, as in J.Peters-Y.�lrawan, US Champlon,hlp, �84.. 
6. .. Qds(OI� 601 

DIAGRAM 60. White to "-Y 

'" 



Chtss Dutl�, My Gomt� with tht World Chompjons 

My big i<it ... I just put my qu�n In tht middlt of t� board in Scandinavian 
style and saY' "Go ahead-Try ta find an advantage." 
1."",111 

This really does not make a good impression. I thought White's best chance 
was 7.Nf3 Rg811 8.Qb3 Qxb3 9.axb3 � 10.b4 Nd7, with a small plus for Whitt. 

The text merely encourages me ta carry out my plan In a wry comfortable 
way. 
1M.eSI 

Preventing Ne2-f4, 1nd gr1bbing squares in t� center. 
I.Be) Be6 9.Q<1 Nd1 1D.13 

t+ot txactty an inspiring mow:. When White has to pl1y such a mow: prior to 
casthng queenside, it is time to bad up 1nd confess something ha� gone wrong 
already. Unfortunattty, according to th<!: rules, _ 1re not 1llowed to takt bad 
ourfr>()W:s. 
lD. . .iHHJ lLIHHl Nb6 

Good enough for 1 small pus. but $«Dnd·best and ine><act. A stro�r line W1S 
ll_Qal! 12.Qbl Qb3! UQr:2 Nb6. ftnt bringing my queen to the b3-square with 
gain of tempo. Now White has a p<oblem to solve ""'" best to ccmplete his devel­
opmenV White's p<oblem is that he can't traMpose intottle game by 14-dxeS. be­
cause 14-Qxc2 lS.Kx.:2 Bbl" 16.Kxbl R><d1 is an e�change sacrifice White might 
be unWIlling to make. Howew:r. should he try 14.Ng3 Na4. Blacl ls making a grad· 
ual drift ofpieces ta ttle queenside and towards White's Ung. Suddenly, sacrificial 
continuations start to abound. Black can also oons& 14.Ngl Qxc2+ 1S.Kx<:2 Nc4, 
playing on t� light squarts as _11 as hying to gain the two rullO!». 
l1.d .... sl 

Wen played. White fletS Into an even ending, as opposed ta an unpleasant 
mlddJe9ame. Otherwise. with ... Nb6-c4, on the agenda. Black hou good light_ 
squared play. 
llM.QxdH U.Qxdl RxdH 1.4.Kxdl fnS IS..Np fS 16.Bd) « U.BU C5 II.NhS 

Y>-Y> 
Drawn at Boris" S\.I996tion. 

OUr total classical chess tournament results ended with one win. four losses 
and fiw: draws. i.e. an overaIl 3'h-6'/> scorein favofof80ris. 

OUr final tournament encounter took pIa� during the Kasparov versus Kar­
poll 1990 World Championship match in JIfew York City. at the Hudson Theattr. 
�en the games of the World Championship, Bankers Truit sponsored a USA 
wrsm the Rest of the World Match. Tht conditions of play _,e a series of mini· 
matches of two games each. The ttme-<ontrol was 15 minutes per player forthe 
entire game. In Cil5I" of a 1·1 tie, tht players would contlnut to play fivoo:·mlnute 
9"mes until ;t winner was decidtd. My match with 80ris w.u the long.est of these 
mini.matches 

'" 



Bo,;, Spo .. ky 

I started with a win as iliad, whlch meant the match was p!'actlcally over. 
Understanding the dire predkament he was in. Boris threw caution to the wind 
and tried 1. .. b51!. which worked lib a charm. There was a second drawing of col­
ors. and this time two draws. but again 1I0ris got away with L.bs as Black. Now a 
third drawing o1l(7ls with no JlO5sibility of "rellf!nge." This time 80ris went to the 
well with 1 ... b5 once too often. and I won our mint-match. 

Surprisingly, the USA actually won the match 11·9, see InsiM COO" Issue 24, 
Oecember 10, 1990. page 9 fo. fun individual perfo1"mancedetal1s. 

Boris SpaSSky-YiliSSeI" Sei'ilIwilin . 
1St matchgame, USA vs. the World, New York {rapid), 1990 

Caro-Kann Defense 

, .. " 
At the time of this encounter. the time-corrtrols for "rapid chess" weren't 

firmly on While t\a<;sical (SiK.hour �ssionsl and blitz (f"ove minutes peT player) 
time controls were more or less clear, rapid chess 9"mes could be defined as any· 
thing from 15 minutes pel player to eme hour p!!T player for the whole game. 
There WOtl a question theTefo.e of whether or not wilen playing rapid chess the 
players should iteep loCOre" - that is. write down their moves. Since we had u� 
of electronic boards the decision was made that we didn't have to write down 
our moves. but could let the electronic board capture the score for us. Which 
ag.ain causes other types of problems. How W(luld the players know about a 
three·time repe tition? What about the 5O-move rule? And so on. Thesequestlons 
�e left unanswered.. We would just play sportingly. 

Again. please let me emphasize the distinction: I think rapkl and blitz are 
completely difff:llmt kinds of chess from cJassical galTN!S. The quality of play goes 
down Otl the time-control gtls faster. Games One and TW(l are "rapid· and 
Games Thr� Four and Five of this �ries are "blitz." 
1.d4 d5 l.e5 

Back to the Advance Variation. 
l-_BfS 4.Hf] eli 5 ..... 111 

At the tfme, Nigel Short was introduci"9 his entiTely new lreatJr>enl of the 
Ad .... n::e variation. Nigeh prindpal ldea was 10 say, "'Well done. You have an fS· 
bishop. But I den·' think it Is doing anything useful for you thert." He has won 
some fabulous fj3.Tnes with his sy�tem, but j think it is a crock for White and j've 
canN his treatment, the Short Defrnst. In my view, Wh� will soon �be the de· 
fensive. Need.le�� to say, Nlogel has tried to coned my ·defamation· of his .... ria· 
tIon. With scme real �uccess. I must confess. 
5. . .Nt!7 6.o-oNd7 7.<3 <5 1..Be] HOi '.Nbd1 .... 7 (DWgram 61) 

'" 



CII .. " D .... /�: My Gam .. � wjtll III .. World Cllampjons 

DIAGRAM 61. Whiteto!'by 

f.-e achieved a very pIe;uant "Fr"n<h Def�n5e' with my o�n 5eptk c8-bishop 
acti.-ely placed on the fS-squa.,�. I pru� Bla.ck·s position al�ady_ Sony, N\goI':II 
lD.lle:!. G-O 11 .... )11 

Trying to force th� Te$Olulion of the c�nt",1 t�nsion by th�at�ning the b2-b4 
advance. 
'L-<4 

Intum. alt�mpling to k .... p my advantag� alive by not trading. I thought that 
Whitt: would do flrw: after U...o<d4 12.N�d41 N�d4 (lLNdl<.e5 H.N�f5 is wffi­
dent compensation for White) 13.9�d4, with an even gam ... With th .. text I hoJl": 
for a que...nsid<' roU .. rby ... b7·b5, ... Nd7·b6·a4, and so on 

I certainly wasn't afraid that, thanks to the eS'pawn, I would fa.c .. a kingslde 
mating attack, as til<' f5·bishop Is a flrw: sentI)". 
n.b4 ab) l).Qxb) IUS 14.Q-l ltd lS.C4 dxc4 l6.NxC4 NXC4 17..8_C4 Nb6 
11.Bb) Be4! 

Through simple play I've nOW gain<'d the superior position. The fS·bishop 
corrw:s alive. 
1,.lIecl Qd7 10 .... adS Il.JlS IIxb) n.Qxb) NIlS lJ.BsS bnt- Z4.Rx<:l ltd 
zS.R.nl 

Although ' stand slightly better. this is a seriOUS ...-rOT that I don't understand 
at all_ I thought 2Hc4 h6 (2S __ BfS!1) 26_Bxe7 Nlle7 would be th� most s�nsibl� 
lirw: of play. wt.en I hoped the as-pawn might prove to be a fatal weakness. � •. 
haps Boris felt the same way. but giving upthe c-fi1el 
zS�.BfIl 

lIemember. at its most basic le\lf!l chess is a 93"'" where you want to keep 
you. "good pieces" and you want to !-addle your opponent wi1:h his 'bad pieces.." 

'" 



In this C3�, White's g5·bishop i. just a bad bishop. 
16.Bd1 h6 17."" N.m (OIaanm 61) 

DIAGRAM 61. iliad! to Play 

Bo.is Spouty 

The dS·knigllt makes a glolious picture, no doubt about it. but it is an empty 
creatun! flailing away at no1lling. Now it is time to put it to good work lIitting 
some weak white pawns. 
II.Rbl RC1 19.Qdl Qa41o.,4?1 (OIaan-m n) 

DIAGRAM 6). 81ad1toPlay 

Okay. I wm be the first to admit tllat Bori. has enjoyed some outstanding 

'" 



Ch�" Duels: My GDm�' with th� wo,ld ChDmpjons 

moment, of SucaSS whw attacking my king. I've panicked. chol<ed and in gen­
.,-al played like a defensive idiot when p,essed by him. But going on the attack 
when cl"a,ly defen,�fOf Whit�was job o .... ? Hmm. Enough is enoughl 
JO._Rd7 JLQb)l1 

wen. all right. Bori, has ",rond thoughts about 31.g5 h5. giving up the fS­
squa,e. But the text plays right inlo my hand. as I can now concentrate on at­
tacking the weak <14- and as-pawns 
JL •• QlIb) 32.Rxb3 Mit B.lCh Nc6 14An Be7! H.Ied) Bell J6.bJ RelS! (� 

.. , 

DIAGRAM 54. White to P\ily 

Mi" ion accomplished - flOW the game i, WOn. 
37.Rb3 8.�S1l.""'S Nxas )9.Rb6lCfl 4o.Ndll1 

This is a little helpful as welL. 
4O. •. N<6 41.Nfj Rd7! 41.&5 hxa:S 43.hxa:S p! 

Wilh the kingside flOW locked up and sewred. 1 can Clawl with myking along 
the fjr.t rank and up to the queen.ide. where the connected pas",,, decide. 
44,.1C<4 lCel 4S.Rbl ICdI 4fi.Rhl lCC1 47.Rh4 bS+ 4IAq ICb6 49.Ndl �5 5o.Rf4 a4 
51.0 1<7 SIAbl Nb4 5).1C1>1 NdSl 

Much simple. was 51 ... a3. as well as 51 ... Nd31. attacking the f4-'ook and p.e­
paring ... Rc7<1+·C2Oo. winning White's knigM. On the other hand. the text is so 
wondelful1y "positiona .. " 
54.lh4 b4 55."" Nc)+ 56.HxeJ RxU H.dS Rb)+ SI.ICU exds S9.Rf4 ICcS 6o.Rxf1 
Re) 6Lf4 ReH nAb1 b) 63.f5 �) 54.R<7+ 1Cd4 is.hp Ut ".xu In+ 0-1 

'" 



80,is Spossky 

YaS5ef Seirawan-Bom Spnsky 
2nd matchgame. USA vs. the World, New York (rapid). 1990 

Polish Defense 

..... " 
Why not? When )IOU absolutely have to �n with fllad. playing �hing as ir-

regular as this h;u its merits. By the way, I'm not sure where the naming for this 
�en� (OmI:'S nom. 00 Poles really want the credit? Or is It the blame? I think it 
was TartaI<ower who started it all in the "modem" era. playing l.b<! in the fal1"lOl.!S 
New Vork, 1924 tournament. with the story that he dedicated the game to an 
orangutan he saw at the zoo. The opening sometimes bears that name as well. 
2A48b7 J.fJ iii 4.«11 

Oefinitely helpful for fllack. I thought I had spotted an opportunity to Pllt 130-
ris into a really strong binc!. With hindsight, 4.34 WOlIId "'" mychoketoday. 
4-..11"'4 5 ••• « e6 6.Qt.) Qtl 7..:1Sl1 

This adv�nce was wt.at I had in mind If fllack misplays the ned move Or two. 
thegameCOl.!Id ""' over  in a huny. 
7M.Nt6 '.BeJ IDiacram 65) 

DlAGRAM6S. Blade to Play 

This was the position for wflich I was aiming. Optically, it appears as if White 
has a massive bind on the position. How will Black dew.lop his queenside pieces? 
ObvIously, if White mobilizes by Nbl-cl and Rat·d. and Black's piecH remain 
stuck at home, the game I. over. 

'" 
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•.•. a51 
A very good rn<:IYe. witllCllJt which I!I.lck would just bo:o str�tegially lost. Now 

BIMk is abl� to SIllve his queenslde developm.:ont adequately �nd hO:' obtains a 
reaSllnable: game as well. Simply pul l missed this rn<:IYe when pl�ying thO:' whole 
line. I gu�" Black's third move made such a strong impre-sslon on me that I 
thought till! a6·pawn would remain gh.1ed 10 that squ�re for th� rest of the 
game. 
9.Nd Na610.dxe611 

The game ronlinu�tiOfl is based on an oversight on my part. I think 10.Ngez 
was bo:ost, with an e"",n game. 
10 ... fxe611.eSll 

At thO:' time I pIa� my last two mows I thought things were fine and still g0-
ing my way. 
lL.a41 12.Qdl (Diacram 66) 

DIAGRAM 66. IIbck to Play 

12·_Nell 
Murual blindness. Whal is the wllCl1e idea of the early queenside fianchetto? 

Why, to pli!)' _.llb7xg2 of COUTie. Either U ... Ng41 Dr 12 ... Ng41 would have been a 
bit embarrassing, with advantaqeto BIMk in both cases. 
13.Nge111 

MDn! sensible wa. 13.Nxil4, laking a pawn and stopping any q..-nside mo· 
lestation. Since I'm happiest wlll!n grubbing a pawn, failure to do so IlI!re is es· 
�ial1y strange. 
13._al1 14.Rbl .... l 1S.0-0 NfS 16.811 axbI U.ltxbl 8c5 1 •• Qd1 

Not a bad n\OVI:', but in v;ew ofthi:' match situation it was advls.able to simply 
go for thO:' draw with lB.Qbll B<:6 19.Bd3 0-0 2O.llxfS RxfS 21.Nd4 Rxes 22.Nxc6 

", 
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<bcc6 H.Ne4. with an even endir.g. 
1 ••• .0-0 19.,..3 1m. 1O.Qxfl He7 11.Rfb1 Be6 11 .... Khi 1I.Qe3 Ntl6 14,Bb5 
"'IIS,Heelll 

This loses some tempi. Simply lS.Ngrl and Nd4 is betterforWhitr. 
15 •• ,Qd8 Z6.Rcl IdS 17.Nc3 c6 I1.ld3 Nf4 19.1fl. ""6 (Dasnm 67) 

DIAGRAM 67. Wh1teto Plily 

So far, not too much has really happenro. other than a little pie<:e·shuffiing. 
1'w. man� to keep a small advanta9". Now 3O.Nge4, lntrnding 92"93 and f3-
f4, keeps everything nicely unde-r control 
jo.Rb7Qe7 11.Qb61 Qc5+1 

How embarrassing. I simply mi.sed that this lTIOVI:' wa. tactically possible_ I 
thought 6Iac" , knight wa. trapped and I wa. kicking it back to the ba" quare 
and pl:'rdition_ � 31_ .• NeS? 32-NwdS wi," a pie"" ' thought the ,ame wa. tn«' 
after the te><t: 32.Q�cS NwcS B_N.dS, but I forgot that my b7-rool< is om prise to 
B_.Nwb7. winning an e><d'ange. 
nJ(hl lk41 

A very crafty move which solves Black's problems. , wrongly thaught that 
Black's position was hanging by a tactical thread when in fact it was a strong 

.op<. 
U.Qx<5 

The tactic, were suddenly becoming a little hairy. I thought H.B�C4 Q�C4 
34.R1«I7 should still � oltay or pl:'rhaps even good for me, but I realized that 
34. .. NdS 3S.Qb2 Nab4 36.Rc1 Nd3 37.Qe2 could easily end in a tragic accident. 
Unfortunately. this queen t.--ade is simply ewcel1ent fer Black. In the upcoming 
ending my eS·pilwo is too weak. 
H_NltC5 J4.Rb4 lxf1 lS.Nxf1 Ned3 )'.Re4 NeSll (rNaram 61) 
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36.-.Ng6 was mur:h ,I.onge>. The tedgive� me an unexpected opportunity. 

DlAGRAM61. wtlitetD Pbiy 

)7.ie31 
Going quietly into that long good mghl My best <hance was 37.R><1'41 R><1'4 

JB.Ne2 Rfxa4 39Jb,<S RBas 4O.Rxas Rxas 41.f4 Ra2 42.Nfg3 Rah 43.Ng1 <5 
44.Ne2 <4 4S.g3. with good holding <han<es. 
)7�.Nu4 31.1) Prbtc) ]t.Rnc) NelS 

Nowwith an e><ha pawn anda tenifi<:dS·mule, Bla<k;, just winning. 
4O.Rb) RfbI 41.Rcb1 Rxb) 41.Rxb) KII 4).Rb7 <51 44-Rb2 <41 45.R<.1 <3 46.RU 
Ra147.14 Rb141JCll Kf7 4f.h1 h6 5o.Nh2 c2 5LKh. Nb4 52J(8) 15 53.hI5 h"l5 
54.Nf) 1ts6 55,,4 Rb)+ 56.Kel Rxf) 57.Kxf) Nd3 0.1 

All right. no one like. losing. E'pe<:iaHy with White. But to L.bSl That ",ally 
was insultingl To �ettle the mini-makh, we now had to play a �et offive.m;nute 
blitz game.. Boris drew the White piKe.. 

Bods Spassky.Yas5ef Selr_an 
3rd matchgame. USA \'S. the World, New York (blitz), 1990 

COfo-Konn Defense 

1.e4 c6 2.d4d5 Uk) ibM 4.NJce4 Nf6 5.NJtf6+ uf611 
I have doubts about this. COIlSio:lering the resulting position to be a plus fOf 

White. My chc>ice was motivattd by a desire 10 have '" safe a king as pes .. I"". 
6.cJ IIcS6 7.Bd) 0.0 I.Ne2 Rei 9.1e3 Nd1lO.Qc2 Nfl 11.Ns3r! 

White �hould do without thi� l'l\OVe and play 11.0.0.0 at once. 

'" 
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lL .. &fi 11.0-0-<1 f5 1).HI!1 QaS 14JCbl 8e6 lS.bl Q<7 16.Qd1 15 17.1\4 a4 11.b4 
b6 19.Bf4 bS 10.Bxd6Qxd6 11.Hf4 BclS (Diaanm 69) 

DIAGRAM 69. White to Play 

Not ml.l(h has been happening. and the game is aoouteven. 
11.Rdel Ne613.NxdS Qxd5 14-13 Np! lS.Rxe&t- Rxel 16.Rel Rxelt-17.Qxel Ne6 
11.Qe3 1C17 19.1Cb1 h6 30-&3 f6!1 

An interesting attempt to pr� that if any side has an edge. it is the queen 
and knight side versus the queen and bishopslde. 
3LBe1 1S n.h"lS h"lS1! (DIagram 10) 

DIAGRAM 70. Wh1teto Play 

," 
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With }2 ... bgS. Tl:"<tering my kingside structure te fun functionality. I would 
haVf:ilsman chal)(e. 
n.BeI} f. 34.11t!4 NIt!4 15.11<1 .... 611 

lS . .J(f7 was better. playing for .• f6.fs. although the game should ,till be drawrl. 
36.Qe4 Q.e47 

This looks like a Cl"l:'f:'ping tlme--lroubleerrOf.JusI 3S ... Nf4 keeps a comfortable 
draw. NowWhite ha. a big plus. 
11.8_" Ndl 38L41 b_C4 19.K<:) Kf7 4O.K_« Ke6 41.KcS fS 42.BeI)11 

Thi' also oeems to be a fiightful time--trouble enor. We both had the samr 
blind�pot. 42.1bc6 was an obvious and good m<lVf:. Then 42_N�c6 43.dS+ Kd7 
44.d><c6+ 1«:8 4S.bS 94 46.f><g4 f><g4. and while 47.b6 enly maws. 47.Kd4!. hunt· 
ing down the g.p;twn. would win. 
41 ... 14 0.fx&4 "'14 y>-y. 

A oourtesy d'aw offl:'r frem my side as Bon. would lIl<eIy haw: lost en timr. 

Vaslei' 5f!irawJln·Botk S�y 
4th matchgame, USA vs. the World. New York (blitz). 1990 

Polish Defence 

..... .. 
80ris needed a must·wtn game as Slad:. and this WOI"I<ed onr:e. A reas<lnabie de-­

cision to haw: another gol 'decide not to try to refute the line, but pI3)'1:'d quietly. 
1."4 Nf6 ).Nf) Bb1 4.e) a6 5"') e6 6.ad3 dE; 1.0..0 Nbdl 8.Nbd2 es !I.e) 8el 10.a4 
Qb6 luoxbS nbS IUd'" hal l).Qel c4 14.11<1 d5 15.RiI1 0..0 (01 .... 111 

DlAGItAM 71. White to PIiIy 



�_n 
Theft is playing quietly and then there io; putting the positiOl1 to sleo.p. Ar­

guably. with 16.«, there might still be something in the pooitlonfor Wilite. 
1fi._1k6 17.b4D<bl 11.8xb3 Ral it.baa.. axal 20�1 Bb7 11.NeS NuS 1l.8xe5 
"'" 21.Bdl NcIfi 24 .... 2 N<4 15.Nn4 bx<4 26.0 f6 11.8&1 Kf7 1l.Bdl Q;o6 
19.Qu6 8ufi 10J(fl '/:1-'" 

Not a magic:al mystical feal that would stiT the hearts of poets. 

Nowthe situation was sudden death. The victor in the T\l:'xt game would win 
the match. A third drawing of lets and I was White for 9i'TfII:' fiw, a bHtz, five.. 
minute !rime like the previous two. 

ViiSset' Seirawan·Boris Spank)' 
5th matchgame, USA vs. the World, New York (blitz), 1990 

Polish Defence 

.... ,,' 
Now this is really 100 muc:h. It waS time to play for a refutation. 

2-<=4 1Ib7 J.8dJI e6 4-NO a6 s.o-o d6 6.<) Nd1 1.a4i HIffo l.Rel le7 "axbs axbS 
10.Ru8 QxaI (Dlapm 711 

DIAGRAM u. White to PIa)' 

n.es! 
Direct, consequent play has its Tl:'Wards. White now stands better. 

lL_d�"5 12.cbces NelS 

'" 
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Thert would be no compoensation aftt. 12 ... B)<f3 13.Q)<f3 Q)<f3 14gd3 NdS 
lS.BxbS, as the doubltd f-pawns aren't as important as tht two bishops 
lJ.Bxb5 Bd 14.Bx<6Qo;<61S.Nd4 Qb1 16.Q841 

An extra pawn and Ihe Inltiatlw. as _11. Thoe position is almost won. 
16_g6 17.Ndl <51 

I was happy 10 see Ihis move. as the 'S-pawn limits lhe activity of both the 
d7-knight and the e1-bishop. 
11.NoIfJ h5 19.Qe4 Qc7 10.Nc4 h41 11.&cSI BqS ll.NxI5 Rh51 1J.Nxefil 1-<1 

fun di-sasler. and BoIis lost the makh. 

I W01.lId like to leaw. this <hapler on Boris Vassi�evlch Spassky with the follow· 
Ing stOl)'. It i. one thai he himself likes to ten. and lie does it so w.1Y well: 

"II was a Soviet Championship. This meant thai the.t was a Women's Soviet 
Champiomhlp played alongside as well. I was at the cafeteria/restaurant with 
my second, lsaa.: Boleslavsky. We weft having OI.IT dinner when the lady _ came 
to .it �Id� .... Shot was In iI rage. Quite anglY. II was dear that she had lost her 
game Ihal day. Sht Implored BoI�lavsky to help her fer the I"M!Kt 1'01Jnd 

"Bo�lavsky nodded his assent. (He took a deep slow breath. breathing heav­
Hy through his nose - Borls imitales his second) 'Wlth whom do yOlJ play tomar­
rowr Boleslavsky askeci. 

"With so-and·so <omes Ihe answer. 
(Deep Ilow b,eath th.ough the nose is taken.) 'Shewill play 1.e4.' 
(Deep Ilow breath th'ough the nose Is taken.) ·YOI.I win play 1 . ..eS.' 

(Deep slow breath th'ough the nose Is taken.) 'She will play 2.Nf3.' 
(Deep slow breath Ihrough the nose il taken.) 'YOI.I win play LNc:6.' 
(Deep ,low breath through the nose is taken.) 'She will play 3.Bc4.' 
(Deep slow breath through the nosels taken.) 'Yoo will play 3 ... Nd4.' 
(Deep ,low breath through the n<Xe i, taken.) 'She will play 4.NxeS: 
(Deep slow breath through Ihe nose is laken.) 'Y0lI will play 4._QgS.' 
(Deep slow breath thrQl1ghlhe nose Is taken.) 'She will play S.Nxf7: 
(Deep slow breath tllfough the nose is taken.) "lOll will play S ... Ql<g2 .. : 
"I, of a1lme, followeclthe whole ron""rsatlon <l05ely. Thoe next day Ihe same 

situation. This time the lady romes ""hlng to the 'eslaurant and tooor table in 
extremely high spirits. She <omes to Boleslavsky and gives him a deep kiss on the 
�ps, grabs his <t.e..ks and says. "Thank yOlJ very muc:hl The gamewenf exactly as 
you said It wouldl l haw. won brimantlyl" Then the ladytums to me, looks me up 
and down with a look of <omplete disgust and says, "Hat With su<h a second. I 
<0lJld be World Champion too'" 

For me, Borls Vassilievkh Spa,sly was not only one of my Urughest OPJlOTIf'ntl 
-he is Ihe fifth g.eafest <hess player the WOfid hal ever seen. 



Spassky-Seirawan, Baden. Austria 1980: Y>-\I:> 
Spassky-Seirawan, LOndon. United Kingdom 1982: 1-0 
Spassky-Seirawan, Toluca. MeKko 1982: 'h-'h 
Spa.sky-Seirawan, Linares, Spain 1983: 1-0 
Soeirawan-Spa .. ky, NiMit, Yugo.lavia 1983: 1-0 
Soeirawan-Spa .. ky, Tilburg, Holland 1983: YO-YO 
Spassky-Seirawan. Zurich. Switzerland 1984: 1-0 
Soeirawan·Spanky. Hollywood. FIorid<l. USA 1985: Yo-'/> 
Spassky_Seirawan. Montpellier, France 1985: 1-0 
Spanky_Seirawan. Sar<:ek>na, Spain 1989: 1{)-Yo 

Rapid (james venus Boris Spanky 

Spassky-Seirawan. New York. USA 1990: 0-1 
Seirawan-Spanky, New Yorlc. USA 1990: 0-1 

Blitz (james versus Boris Spassky 

Spassl<y-Seirawan, NewVorJ<. USA 1990: ¥ ... ,/> 
Seirawan_Spassky, NewVork, USA 1990: ¥,.'/> 
Seirawan_Spassky, New York, USA 1990: 10{) 

Boril Spouky 



Chapter Seven 

Anatoly Karpov, 1975-1985 

Thi1 chapter is dcYIlted to the 1975-1985 World Champion Anatoly Yevgenyevkh 
Karpov. a player of eKtraOrtiinary powers. 

Whereas Spassky's name ;s linked to Fischer's, Ka'1'O"'s name is ine><triably 
linked with not one but two great �ayers; Robert James Fisth.,. and G'UTY K;!.s­
parov. Anatoly or "Tolya" was. after an, the "main who received Bobby fischer's 
World Chess Championship title crown ll)' foIfeiL For fans like me, � knewthat 
had Bobbycontested the 1975 match, he would h� won_ l<Iying a l,lUre! wreath 
on Anatoly's shoulders was an insult to chess fam and a �t"'y.tI of the title. For 
millions of dedicated chess fans. the title ·World Ch;!.mpion" was supposed to 
mean "world's best player· too. I was convinced that in 1975 Bobby was the 
world's best player. It hartlly matte� to me wh;tt �me national delega� ;1.1· 
tending a FIDE General Assembly might say about the matter. The only opinion 
that counted - at least for me - was my own 

Who Owns the TltIel 
I(arpoo/s receiptof the world title in 1915 byforfeit raiseda profound and deeply 
disturbing q�tion for the chess WOI'Id. Who "owns" the title of "World Cham. 
pionl" PIiof to Mikhail Botvinniko the public .eoogni�ed the World Champions 
certainly as "wearers of the titleo" bI.It was it theirs 10 ownl 

The title WlISnOt a p!'operty that one could hand away_ WlIoen {manuel lasker 
tried in 1920 to bestow the title upol1 his Chanenger. Jose RaUl Capabbnc.a. with· 
out playin!j. the public didnOt want to hear about it and refused to accept Laske"s 
decision. The match WlIS played in Havana after lengthy delays. aefore play began, 
Lasker inSisted on being treated as the Challenge •. tu he made clea' in his �­
.por.derlce. he had previously gi� aWilY the title to Capilblant.il before their 
match be9an. Now. at least in his view. he was playing to f"e9"in his lost crown. 
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The public didn't share Lasker's point of ..;ew. laske' was the World Cham­
pion and recognized as such by the public until the day he resigned the title in a 
contested match. But it was not a title or piece of property he could give away or 
bestow upon a Challt:nger. worthy or not. The World Champ;on pos�saf the 
title. like a caretaker. but it was not owned by him. When Ale�hine died as the 
title-holder a new event was �. II had to be staged in ,uch a way that the 
public would accept the conte,t as legitimately creating a worthy new World 
Champ;on. Or at least someone who had doni! .omeIhing worthy enough that it 
might be said, "well, out of the Candidates, he is close enough: Close enough to 
claim to be the world's bnt player. 

Will the Real World Champion Pleale Playl 
From AIe�hine', death while still World Champion. we fast·forward to Anatoly 
Karpov in 1975. Certainly, Anatoly had achieved what was required by the T\lles 
to he<ome Challenger. But the OYerall sense of the public was that there was a 
gulf betwHn Challt:nger and Champion. and that Bobby was simply far superior. 
Unlike Alekhine, Bobbyhad not p;used away, and although Anatolywas close he 
was not the real thing. He was not close enough. And therein was the rub: in 
1975. Anatoly Karpov was a paper champion and the publM:. certainly the West­
ern public. simply wasn't willing to ha� the FIDE wool pulled OVer their eyes. 
And SO began a strange interplay at dynamics that would last another two dec­
ades. if not longer. 

"E�ryone" (that is, fans like me) �new that Bobby Fischer was the world's 
best player, but as long as he stayed out of competition there was nothing to 
debate. The "real champion" wasn't playing and showed nothing. Anatoly,onthe 
other hand, desperately wanted to be accepted as a �""lne World Champion, 
aJong with being recognized as the world's boost player. His ,""sion was simple: if 
he wanted to be treated or thought of as a World Champion, he would have to 
play against the best playen in the be$! events and win. And win often. He did 
Anato/y was the world's best player amongst active grandmasten. 

Anatoly's tint test as "defending FIDE Champion" came in 1978, when "9"in 
he faced Victor Korchnoi. this lime sanr:lioned as a World Championship. He won 
the match by the narrow m'lTgin of si� wins versU'l five losses. with 21 draws. By 
Ihe end of the match, A""toly was fading b<>dly. losing three of the last five 
games. His Yict01Y was much 100 close for comfort and didn't dissuade his critin, 
even if they grudgingly admitted that defeating Victor Korchnoi, Ihe sec:ond­
highest ranked player, was no mean task. The Yict01Y margin was harrowingly 
s�m. 

Another th"""year cycle came and went; Anatoly lVnained an acti� World 
Champitm. winning Or tying for firsl in virtually all the e�nts in which he par_ 
ticipated. In 1981 he faced \/Ktor Korchnoi for a thin:llime in a match that would 
determine t� Champion's lillt. This lime tht result was a decisi� SiK wim. two 
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lon� and len draws perfonnance. Anatolydominated the shortest world Cham. 
plon,hip malch in post-war hislol)'.A new kaTpO\', a version ).0. was born. 

The Anatoly KaTpO\' of 1981·1984 was a player the woI"Id had rarely seen be­
fore. This wa, not a "fint amongst equal,· World Champ;on - this was a WoOd 
Champion that _ had hoped Bobby Fk<her would blossom into becoming: a 
WoOd Champion of indisputable credenlials, one rut above his colleagues. Ana­
toly pI;lyed in a" the major events and won mosl ln tht years 1977·1985 a new 
type of event was being born: Ihe Cattgol)/ 15 event - an �ent sO .trong that in 
the histOl)l of chess only a handful had been staged. Cal� 1S events became 
annual fixtures. and Karpov either won or ,hared first in just about all of them. 

EveI)' chess pl<tyer has an opinion about what would have happened in a hy­
pothe\kal 197S ,howdown between Bobb)' and Anatoly. I'm no different. Bobby 
woold have won 10-4 with about 20 draws along the way. Sut b)' 1984 Anatoly 
Karpov had grown into a formidable World Champion and would have defeated 
any challenger. including. in my �Iimation at least. Bobby. It is really unbeliev· 
able how good Anatoly was during Ihis period. In my opinion. Anatoly Karpov is 
the second greatest chess player the world has ever seen. 

But kaTpO\' has suffered a cruel fale. He had to contend with an opponent 
that no one could overcome - the .hadow of Bobby FiloCher. No matter how great 
hi. accompll,hment., no one could t:vI!r know for sure whethtr KaTpO\' wa, the 
true Champion, because he never played his first great rival. This was a tragedy 
forth", ch�, world, for Analolyand, arguably, for Bobby a, _". 

Despite tim, Karpov compiled a tournament and makh record that win never 
be equaled, not tven byth'" greatest ch�, player ever, Garry Kasparov. There is 
real irony in the .econd blow delivered to Karpovbythe Ches, Fates -he was the 
reigning World Champion when KasparQ\l <;arne on the loCene and he had to con· 

tend not jl15t with a shadow who would not play. but with a real opponent who 
would. The two went on to contest an astounding number of matche •. 

Before turning to the Karpov-Kaspa'Q\I rivalry, I cannot .tres. toogrntlythat 
Karpov was far more than the bridge behveen FiloChe, and Ka,paTO\l - he was a 
trernendou:sly pooverful player in his own right and chess playen .houk! be eter. 
molly grateful that he took on his rivals with .uch delermination 

The Infilmous 1984 Miltch 
Let US pause for a moment to understand how grnt KaTpO\' was. In 1984. when 
h defended hi. title, thi. time again.t a new Challenger, Garry KaspaTO\l. in the 
famou:s aborted first match, KaTpOY led five wins to nil. ReallycogiLlte oYer that 
fact for a TT>On>ent. Garry KaspaTO\l, who would rise to become the greatest chess 
player the world has ever seen, was getting ,ma,he<! 5-0 by the 1984 Anatoly 
Karpov. Wow. This is a gap with his rivals that only the vintage Bobb)' Fis,he. of 
1971 was able to demonstrate. 

Many p1.Indits. including me. have 'll99"'sted that if Anatoly had won the 

'" 
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1984 match 6.{) (draw.; not cQUnting� l(a$parQ\l would have bftn psychologically 
wiptd out and would not ha� btcome the l(alparQ\l that _ know today. That 
indeed, proptUed by luch an enormOU'\ victory, I(arpov would ha� kept hi. title 
to.-another ten years and gONe on to be the g�att$t player �r. That il the way t 
see it: Karpov wim the 1984 makh with a blow·out 6.{) victory. Garry Ne�r fully 
recovers from $uch a di5a$ter, and l(arpoY stay.; on top of the throne to. another 
de<ade. After reigning supreme to.- 20 years in total, he would end hi$ career as 
the grutest player �r. Anatoly was that close to such a script of chess g�at­
Ne$$. 

But that's not what happenoed. What actually OCCUfled 15 simply astonishing. 
My only des.:riplion is super-human. Trailing the match S.{) after 21 games, 
Garry Kasparovfind$ reSO\lrCe"S within him�lfthat he doesn't know exisl Facing 
the most horrible ordeal p<»$ible for a chen professional, KaspaTO\l fi9hts with 
every ourw:e of determination he can muster. He mmt not lose a single game. He 
will draw and draw -fo�. if necessary -but he win not lose. He must not lose. 
The makh is no longer a game or a lport;ng duel - instead it has transcended 
chess and morphe<i into a Itrugg\e between life and death itself. The loss of just 
ONe game meanl the death of a ca�er. I(alpa"'" mUlt stay with hil opponent. 
holding on day after day, withstanding the �ry best that Karpov has to offer. 
Neither player is keen to ta)(e risks. KarpDY wants a 6-0 shellacking. With Game 
)2 Kasparov's nightmare is over; he wins his first game of the makh. OUt· 
slandingl The th�al of a whitewa$h is over. Should Karpov now win the match, 
Ka$paTO\l will ha� the solace of at least On! lone vktory. 

Again, the rearguard action of "must not lose a game" con\inue$. Karpov is 
unable to push the match acrOSs Ihe vktory line. After fI� months and 46 
games, the s.:are $tand$ unchanged at S-l. The Ofganiren and jouma�sts are 
growing exhausted and impatient. Some reporters have been grimly 5talioned in 
Moscow linee befo� the ltart of play and ha� remained for some six months. 
Hotel rooms ha� become homes; vokes of loved ones at the end of a long lele­
phone wire ale changing; budgets ha� been grossly Q\lersptnt. and no one ;. 
sure 01 the overall deficit s. 

Abnqltly, the never-ending match takes an entirely newtwht: Kasparovwins, 
back-to-back, Games 41 and 48. The match s.:ore is S'3 and tor the first time in 
months, things have gotten interesting. A flurry 01 activity takes place. and ru­
mors ilbound: Karpov is said to be exhausted; there is a suggestion from uniden_ 
tified doctors that the health of Ihe players could be at risk: the organilers a� 
said to be considering yet another cha"9" 01 venue: there is a possibmty of a 
month.long postponement as an official timeout before resumption of Ihe 
match; flOE officiah are considering canceling Iht match, scheduling a new con­
test with a fj�ed numbe. of games. In Ihort, rumors swirled, and noone kNeW for 
certain what would happen next. When was Game 49 scheduled anyway? 

Nodecisions 01 the magnitude of aborting the 198418S match are made to.- a 
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single reason. There are always a multiplicity of cau�s for lu,h a decision and 
for what takes place. We may never know an the f;w:tOf'l and dynamiu. What we 
do know is that the RDE I'residenl Aorencio Campomanes. made a far_re",hing 
decision: he aborted the match "without ,esult· and caned for a new 2411ame 
match with the scores reset to 0-0. The chess wmld was up in arms. 

Barrels and barrels of ink have been spilled about the cancellation. but my 
views an! agnostic.. The,e Is no question that the match had run fa, beyond any­
thing thai any rea.onable penon might have e�pected. Ave to .i� months fm a 
lporting event? The upper bound. of extramdinaf)' had long been breached. Of 
all the people involved in the match, Campomane. should have reaHzed that 
suc:h a dire possibility as the n�r-.ending-mat,h was real. He had been the (10"­
ganirer of the 1211ame match in Bi>guio City between Karpov and I(orchnoi in 
197B that ended 6-S. That marathon_like mat,h Wal beginning to If)' the pa­
lierw:e of the organiren when it too came to a sudden and furious conclusion 
1«(IO",hnoi won three of the last f"ove games. but lost the one game that I(aspall)'\l 
WO\Ild not. the final 9"me. 

Campomanes knew that the "must-win-si�lIames· match rule. had been put 
into place in 1975 as a means of mollifying H.rnd. demands fm a "must-win­
tenllames· match. By the time of the 1984-1985 match, such rules had outlived 
their u.efulness, as they had � put in place to atlfact Bobby out of retirement 
and that gambit had failfillong ago. It was time to .oap that Sy$tem and go 
back to a 2411ame match format to, which o'!janizer.; could properly budget. 
The 1984·198S aborttd match fOfCedjU$t $uch a .ational deci.ion. 

Myths and Legends 
It $houk! alre<>dy be dear to the reader that World Champions are the stuff of 
legends_ The ltunning abilities of evef)' Wmld Champion, from Steinih to KaS­
paTOY. lend themselves to mythologizing. �maps It was always true that the 
Work! Champions themselve$ played a role in creating their own myth$, but the 
mythology surrounding Fische •• Karpov and Ka.pa.ov reached heights neve. be­
fore leen 

Let's filst look at Kasparov'. myth of the 1984-198S match. 

The Myth of the Stolen Mittch 
Who!n the fir.;t Karpov·KaspaTOY match was aborted. with the S'OTe S-} in favor 
of I(arpov, Ka,p;lIoV' reaction was far from what you might have e><peded. 

Astonishingly, the Condemned man, Gal')' Kaspa.ov. and his supporters in 
the West roundly criticized the actio", of Campomanes. describing it as a "Day of 
Shame." In a depiction most I;m,te •. 1(a.p;1TOV c;l$t Campomanes a$ a dose 
friend and (more darlcly) perhaps even business p;1rtner of I(arpov. (No evidence 
oi any mutual busineu dealing$ has ever been presented.) Campomanes. we 
were informed. either "",ted on o.ders" (most likely Ihe I(GB - those b""""ds!). or 
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had aborted th� match to "�ave" Kilrpov and their mutually lUQalive bw!;in�1 
agreoementl from tillilltrophit d�feilUcollap:;e! No doubt billions _re al slilke 

Let's think about the:;e allegationl for a moment. APilTl from the conjecture 
as to Campomanes' motives, tiln a cogent argument reany be m;ttIe that it wal 
KaspaTOll, ralher Ihan Kilrpl)", who IU�red morefrom th� �nding of Ih� malch1 
I don't Ihink so - Campoman�' dec;ision 10 abort th� malch suited KaspaTOV per_ 
�Iy. He wouldg�t a new malch, a clean sheet so 10 lpeak: the current 5-3 defi­
cit score wa� wiped away. Day of shame? lei's be c!)'Stal clear: how aboul a "Day 
of Celebrahon�" And �ak oul the bubbly. It simply could not have gotten any 
better for Kasparov. 

Conversely, Campomanes' decision w.u lerrible for Karpov. Ifu on�lime lead 
of 5-o had evaporated and hk Ihen cum",,1 5·3 lead wal wiped oul as _ll l1eal· 
iring the obvious, Kilrpov wanled lhe malch 10 continue, ciai.mng he wa�n'l �x­
hausled and any reporn 10 Ihe contrary 'Nf:ff false. No �;ree:, he had a full head 
of .Ieam and was anxious to rumble. In the word� of boxing promoter Don King, 
-In forty-nine we win �hinel" II was not to be. 

I'm not a doctor and I c�rtainly didn't have a chance 10 e""mine Karpov in 0" 
de. todeterminethe stale ofhis health whenlhe malch ended. His clilim lhat he 
was in fine fettle is as unlikely to be lrue as KaspaTOVs claims Ihal the match 
was �nded to save Kilrpov from certain defeat. Of coune, the malch ted; a toll on 
Kilrpov.just as did his grueling 1978 match again�t Korchnoi. But the chances of 
Karpov losing three 9ame� VeTSU� winning one were cerlilinly low. At the lime of 
lhe cancellalion, Kalpa.ov e.limaled that he had a one in Ih= chance of win­
ning Ihe 1984·19B5 malch If it conlinued I think lhis is 100 optimi�lit. In my 
view, Kalpa.ov'. chanc� _.e al be�1 25 pe"�ntlowin, whith meam a 75 pe •• 
«-nt chance thai he would have lost 

Wh�e Kouparov ltill al:;erts his -oay of Shame- hyp<!lh�is, a((1.,,;ng -Karp:>­
man�" (a twinning of the names of Campoman� and Karpov) of having coop­
erated wit h the U5S1! Chess Federation in saving their man, it really is time to lily 
it to rest. While ' disagree with Kalparov's estimate of his chances, let us give 
Garry the benefit of the doubt and accept his H percenl chance of winning. That 
means a 66 pefCent chance of losing, 10 who benefited mor-e from the decision to 
","'" 

Re<ently, I read an article in Nrw In Chess Magazine (2008, i�sue 5, p<lges 62-
70), by Kasparov. Referring 10 Game 48, KaSpaTOV wrote, "I think Ihal this game 
wal not only my best OYerlhe f'ove months' play, bul allO Ihe best in the malch 
OYeraU ·  Now Garry has a penchant fo. revkionist history, perhap� .Iemming 
from his early yeaTS in the Soviet Union. Apparently Kasparov, after laking a 
deeper, more objective view of Ihe match, tilme 10 a ltunning condus>on: Ga......,� 
47 and 4B 'Nf:ff two of the very besl games produced in the whole malchl lf, a. 
sugg�ted by Garry, both players played extraordinary high.level th�s al Ihal 
point. it mUll have been due to the 4611ame warm-up_ But where doe'l thai 
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leave Garry's 1985 (laim that Karpov was exhausted, and that W he was unable 
to continue he should �sign the match1 

Wen, if we a«ept this revisionism, I ask for the same opportunity to revise my 
views too. Give me a fresh Karpovin top form and I raise my 7S pe=nt estimate 
of a Karpov vjctory had the match oontinued to 80 or 90 percent. If the 1984 Ana, 
toly Karpov, playing the best (hess of his life, needed to win only one game be­
fun!: lo.ing three In a match where draws don't (ount. I �I I'm on very solid 
ground with my 80 plus percent estimate, Karpov was the be.t player in the 
world in 1984-1985 and certainly no one could spot him a 3-1 advantage. Any­
thmg could have happened, but let's keep OUr feet on the ground .. 

The rest, as they say, is histQT)'. Kasparovwon the next match, to be<:ome the 
youngest World Champion m histQT)'. He would goon to dominate chess fo< the 
next 20 years, as we wm dis<:over in the chapters ahead 

Fa' too often we look at life through the lenses 01 OUI own eyes, and fail to 
stop and consider the views of our opposition and whether theiT view is just 0< 
not. I've often wondered what Garry might have said had the roles been reversed 
and it was his s·] lead that had been wiped dean. In that case his hypothesis 
regarding the "Day 01 Shame" would have been justi�. In the reality in which 
most of us live, his hypothesis strikes me as absurd, yet it ha, taken on mytho­
logical proportions for no flOOd reason. After all, he did become World Champion 
in late 1985. 

The Myth of Fischer iJS Dilvid vs, CiolliJth 
Let uS boldly state the obvious, we a� all Saints and Sinners both. Anatoly hr­
pay wa, and is no different from e3th and every one 01 us. He has his good 
points and bad, high' ill well a� the lows. n is all a part of OUr human comedy. 
Perfect beings don't need toilets. 

FoT those who think I'm going to plaise hrpov to the stars, this chapter wlli 
tome ill a shock, and for those who think that, as a chess fan of 8obbyfisther, rfl 
pun Anatoly into the mud, wrong again. Let me be clear; I admire Anatoly a 
great deal His games and achievements are amazing, and WOfIhyof OUr highest 
respect. He artainl)' rt<elved a lot of help aJong the way, but all too often Kar_ 
poo/s "sport5 program" ascent to the World Championship i. contrasted to the 
myth of fis<:her as the lone wolf. 

The (hss public has long been fed the fable that Bobby Fische. single­
handMly (haliengM the Soviet chess Juggernaut and, m a nod to individual gen­
ius, defl'ated a coflective SOCialist sports 'ystem built over dec;wles. How evoca­
tive. The lone genius standing up for right (M'r might; individual liberty versus 
systemic straight-Jadet training; Bobby fighting an enti� government appara­
tus to ,nakh away the World Ches, Championship. Wow1 Suth an angle ma1<es 
for a b.miant storyline. Hollywood couldn't make this stuff up -there has to be a 
movie in he� somewhe�. 1 mean, how(ooI is that1 Cool but robbish. 

'" 
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To put things in perspectm, it'. true that from the standpoint of the game it· 
.elf, fi..:her was largely self·taught. What he laded in the formal, institutional· 
iled training that characterized the "Soviet ..:hod of chess" he made up for with 
single-mindM determination and hard work. He studied the games of the top 
SeMet pla�rs and read Russian chess literature avidly. In the end, Bobby "out· 
s.ov;eted tilt Soviets," and did it with only modest Iltlp from his colleagues. 

But that is only part of the story. Let us start with the simplest fact: in the 
three-�ar cy.:le that Bobby won, he didn't qualify. "Single·handedly"" Bobby had 
taken himself out of the c:y<le be<a� Ilt I:>oy<:otted the 1969 US Championship, 
which also happened to be a Zonal qualifier and the first stage in the World 
Champion.hip cyde. The legend could have ended right then and thereo "So 
sony, Bobby, afraid you're out of this one. You can try "9"in in the ne�t three· 
yearcy.:le. The one that begins in 1975_ Bye_ Take good care ofyO\lrself." 

It was the decision of Pal Benko, who had qualified in the US Zonal, to step 
QS� and to give up his quallf">eation spot In favo. of Bobby that would allovv 
Bobby to compete in the Interzonal which set him on his path to stardom. tet me 
repeat: Bobby was out, and only becau.e Pal Benko made a fantastic sporting 
gesture was Bobby allowed to soa •. 

Lil<e lasker trying to give his title to Capablanca without playing. it wasn't 
even clear that Benko had such a right to transfer his qualification spot to a 
player of hi!" choice. If Pal wanted to step out of the cy.:le, wouldn't the player in 
the Zonal who had been next in line move up to replace Pa" In fact, all the 
American players in the Zonal would have to agree to let Bobby take Pars qualifi· 
cation spot and give up thefT rights and claims. On top of that, it was fiDE's Cen· 
tn1 Committee th;!.t would have to approve the swikh as well. The rules were 
clea., the top players hom the Zonal qualified to the ne><l stages of play. Players 
who were ilbse1"1t we�'t give1"1 preferential lreatrne1"1t. It was at this Committee 
that USCF's officials worked mightily to secure the votes needed that would 
permit Bobby to play ;n the cycle at all. 

Writ ers have claimed that Pal was paid mcmeyto step aside. This is simply not 
true. Pal stepped aside for the simplest of reasons: he thought Bobby had a genu· 
i� shot at be<oming World Champion, certainly a bette. chance than he did 
him.elf. HI! was willing to give up his place, but only for Bobby. So Just to get 
started, Bobby needed and re<eived the help of Pal Benko. If Pal had any hopes of 
remuneration there was but one: if Bobby advancM far in the cy.:Ie, perhaps he 
could be a coach or assistant. 

Nt><l, all the players in the 1969 American Zonal had to agree with Be1"1ko's 
decision to swit ch with Bobby. If Benko wanted to step down, fine, that was his 
deciSion; but the fellovvbehlnd Be1"1kowhowould have quallf"oe<I would also have 
to give up his claim. And so on and so forth_ None of these players were paid to 
give up their rights either. They all wanted to see Bobby play_ To see him play and 
�n 
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You can ,� that off t� board Bobby needed help to have his shot at the 
World Champ>omhip, and he received it. And the stOT)' doesn't end there. 

Once tl>!! USCF secured Bobby's place in the cycle through ROE Central Com­
mittee appTOYal, the USCF came to hi. aid and supported him unrese�dly. The 
USCf becutive Oirector, Colonel Ed Edmond.on, devoted much of his time and 
energy to making sure thai Bobby had all the ,upporl he needed. To quote lhe 
forme. USCF becutive Oirector Al l.a.wrence: 

"leooy OUbe<k. poesident of USCF from August 19fj9 to August of 1972. re­
membe .. that when he took ave., he agreed with then·bewtive Director Ed 
Edmondson to focus lhe entire reso\m:es of the chen federation on a single. 
monumental 90001 - getting Fischer a chance to win the World Championship. 
for this pu.pose. the two even rechanneled an the money coming in from life 
membenhips. instead of iTl'leSting it." Chm Lift {Septemt>er 2007, page 2S). 

Along with Leroy OUbeck and Ed Edmondson, there was Fred Ctamer, also of 
the USCF. who helped Fischer with agrrements and numerous legal issues. 

The Grandmaslers Bill Lombardy and Luboih I(avalek were tl>!!re to offer their 
serv'oces m any way Ihey could, a, was 1M Anthony Saidy, a close friend of 
Bobby's. There was Lina Grumette. a lovely, elderly lady, a mother figure to< 
Bobby, who similarly devoted hersetfto hk ,upport. Fo< several yea .. as a leen· 
age •. Bobby stayed as a gutst in her home. where she devoted heosetf to his well. 
being. There is the famous story of tina in a movie theate. with Bobby in Reykj;t· 
vik at a crucial juncture in the 1972 match. steadfastly telling him just to play 
and win. There we.e streams of people. organi.ers. fans and ;ournalists anMious 
to help Bobby. wishing him to succeed.. willing him forwards. 

The.e was an outpouring of support from all come ... If Bobby had made a 
public appeal to chess fam in 1975 and said, "Please, I need your help. Support 
me and send Sso to my training fund and help me relain my World Champion­
ship. With your support I promke 10 compete, and if tl>!! competition doesn't 
OCCUr I will ,endyou back yourdonalion ... : I suspe<t Ihat I, as a lS-yea. ok! with 
little <TIOTley. and a million other American chess fans would have donaled. 
Gladly. Bobby would have had a Sso million donar war chest nearly O'\Ier night, 
such was Ihe "support" he had. The very suggestion thai Bobby did what he did 
on ms own is a myth created by the media and devalues Ihe tremendous effortl 
by the many people without whom Bobby would have remained a "what if" to 
the chess world 

To put the matte. directly: single·handedly Bobby didn't get an)'Where. He 
put himself out of theq<le. The simple Intth is that 80bbywas at times his own 
worst enemy and tOSI himself dearly, at times forfeiting. withdtawing and in 
genera! sabotaging his own campaigns. It was the ass,stance of some kl:')' people 
at crucial moments that helped push. persuade and prod Bobby to meet his des­
tiny. Don't forget Dr. Henry I(issinger's phone call that got Bobby to board the 
plane 10 Iceland. Single-handedly? Please! 

'" 
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The Myth of Karpov ilInd the Level Pli!iyinl-Field 
Bobby Fischer was the Soviet chess machine's worst nightmare come to life. They 
needed a Karpov and. to paraphroue an old saying. if Karpov hadn't elCisted,. they 
would have had to invent him. Did they/ Karpov was a great player. but as the 
flag·bearer for Sovioet Chess and the SovIet State. he was supported fully. With as 
mall)' privileges as possible. No chess player has ever enjoyed the bounties of· 
fered by a State and by HOt: as much as did Anatoly Karpoll. Could he have done 
it on his ownl Did Karpoll overroTl"H! the shadow of Fiocher by being an "active 
Champion" who. fair and square. let hi> piece.. and pawn. do hi> talking? As we 
..... 11 see. Alliltoly enjoyed � advantage posSIble and then .otM that had never 
been thought of before. 

"State support" for Anatoly seems to have begun from the very beginning of 
his career. Then the gravy train just accelerated. He was permitted to relocate 
With his family to Moscow - permission not gWen lightly In the Soviet Union. tel. 
us revioew the simple tacts of the 1972-197S three-year cycle which brought him 
the tit1e by forfeit: 

1. Anatoly qualified from the Soviet: Zonal 
2. He played in the 1973 Soviet Intenonal in Leningrad. tying for first pla<;e 

with Victor Kon;hnoi undefeated 
3. He played three Candidates' matches. f"trst defeating Polugaevsky in his 

home my of Moscow. 
4. He defeated Spassky in Leningrad in the Semi-final. 
S. He defeated Kon;hno! in the 1974 Candidates' Final in Moscow 3-2. with 19 

draws. Korchnoi's home city was Leningrad and Ka.pov's Moscow. The match 
was in Moscow. 

6. lastly, gairung the title in 1975 by forfe;! thanks to machination. Within 
FIOt:·s General Assembly by the USSR Chess fflleratiOO. The USCF was on the 
other side of the nw;hlnatlons. in support of World Champion Bobby Fioche •. 

In part beuuse the Interzonal in which he participated was held in lemngrad 
and becaU$e hh Candidates' opponents (Polug<U'Vsky. Spanky and Korchnoi) 
were all Soviet players (at the time). it w happened that Anatoly Karpw became 
World Champion without playing in thot proau 0 single 9"tne ouWde of the .s0-
viet Union; or. better put: he played all of his games in Russia and most of the 
games. including the Candidates' final, were played in his home city of Moscow. 
In British understatement, "That is useful." 

I can sti11 see Bent Lanen complaIning that for one leg of the lengthy three­
year cycle only, the Interzonal in wt.ich � would be forced to compete would be 
held irlside the USSR I wonder how Larsen might have done had an entire three­
year eye .. t"bn pIou in Coprn/utgf"n. 

let me be ab>olutely ck'ar: I am not making any accusations of cheating or 
chicane')'. At the time, Karpoll was already in the top t�n in the world. I am only 
saying that his efforts had the fun backing and support of the SovIet Chess 
federation, and that without t .... t support hi! might wen not haW! succeeded. 

," 
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�r�tion, �nd th�t without th�t support he might well not have succeeded. 
Aft�r karpov w�sded�rfll FlO( World Ch�mpion �nd the question of Fischer's 

9-9 tie clause w�s bf:ing deb�ted. the question w�s: ·what adv�ntage, if �ny, 
should Ih� Ch�mpion enjoy�· fiDE officials decided to g� Ch�mpion karpov � 
huge adv�nt;lo!J�: � rem�lCh c1�use. In c�se Karpov lost a title match he would 
have � righllo a r�match -the Vff'J rlghl that Bornnnik twice exercised success' 
fuTty bf:f� it WilS laken away from him beca>ne it wa,IOO great an advantage. 
The ri9hl to a rematch was simply a hugol' �dvantage faT Ihe World Champion 
and c�rtainly far gre�ler lhan �nything Bobby had asked for. from Karpov'S per­
spective, thiswas all quite natural. Why should h�object1 Why indeed1 

Wilh his ascensIOn to the chess thmne. Anatoly KafJ'O" became a leading fig_ 
ure in the tircles ofSovieI Sport and Soviel Culture. HI:' had rear.ptured the crown 
that has been tak�n away by the upstart 60bby Fischer. Hoe was awarded the Or­
del of Lenin and twic� voted Soviet Sportsman of the Year- a not inconsiderable 
accomplishment in a nation that produced World Champions in plactically !!Very 
sport. By the lill"H! of the 1978 match with Victor Korchnoi, and esp«lally lhe 
1981 one, Karpov's Influence in thf' USSf: was quite powerful. His opPOTll!nt, a 
defector, offICially a criminal of Ihe SeMel Slate awaiting lrial, was the perfKl 
foil for Anatoly. He held Ih� flag, upheld the honor of the USSf: and k�pt the 
crown. The Comm;'�rs had to be absdutely de1l9hled wtth Analoly karpov - he 
was the perfect "national hero of the motherland." 

Karpov never pl�yed fiso:;he"r, but he three limes defealed Ihe demoni�ed Vi<;· 
tor Kon;hnoi. fair and square. Or did he1 1n 1976 Korchnoi defected from the S0-
viet lJnion wh�e playin9 in a tournament in Amsterdam. H� loeft behind a wife 
and a son in lhe USSR. He begged the Soviet State to allow his family m�mbers to 
le� and to join him in the West. but this request was rejectfll many time.. 
I<orchnoi would explain at press conferences that his family WiI' bf:ing deliber­
ately held as "hostag<!S" by the Soviet Slate. That on the eV<! of h;' matches 
against karpov. his son Igor was sent to a plison camp. as indeed happened in 
1981. 

This is where things become particularly intereiling: I<orchnoi would (iaim 
that Karpov. if he wanted. could int�ne and ask the State to release Korchnoi"s 
f<lmily membf:n. It was a charge that I found quite compelling. Just simple re­
spect for one-s opponent should h�ve required karpov 10 make weh a request 
let the family be reunlled �nd put �n end 10 a very �rful and emotive 
charge. while at the same lime �nsurin9 thai Ihe important question of Soviet 
chess suprematy was settled on Ihe board 

It was only years after Korchnoi stopped being a Ihreat to th� World Champi­
onship title that his wife 6e11a and son Igor were permitted to leave th� Soviet 
Union and live in the West. Vidor ended up divon:ing and marrying again. To my 
knowledge. Karpov nevel onc� spoke up on behalf of Vidor's family members. 

Karpov was a formidable player. but he did not gain his stlength unaided. The 

'" 
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Soviet Union was tM grNtest che ... �rhouse on Nrth. The very bet players 
in the world came hom the USSR. and Karpcw spent a lifetime competing with 
them. The Slate sponsOTe<l him. his trainers. the Irainir.g sessions. suppfied him 
with Chevi books and matenals. and insured that he was a fun·time. �l labn 
can. of Chevi professional. He was able to devote his time and energy to study 
and play. and it wao; simply inevitable that his talfllt would allow him to emerge 
ao; a strong grandmaster. 

At various times I've n.ad words from folles who should know much better 

that Bobby FiS(:her was the wooid's "first Chevi professional" and how we are an 
"indebted" to Bobby for his "professionaMm." How he paved the way for othen 
to be(;ome profeviionals as well. Bobby had a professional approach. but it's 
laughable to consider him the first chess professional. The USSR had professional 
players as wen as profevijOnal athletes long betOTl! Bobby learned an opening. 
Soviet grandmasters and World Champions had apartments. incomes, dipends, 
cars. d:;w;has. holidays. trainers. coaches and pensions for de<ades befo.e Bobby. 
These players devoted their lives to their craft. They wele the ep;tome of p.ofes· 
sionals. 

What Bobby did was pop .. /ariu chess in the West and mal<eit possible fodts 
adhe,ents in the West to eke out a modest living. Eastem professionals were d0-
ing just fine long before then. eaming many times the in(Ome of the "common 
man" in the stTee!. 

To glve just one example. my dear friend 1M NikoJayMinev trained as a medi. 
cal doctor in Bulgaria. After working as a doctor for a few years, NikoJay switched 
professions. He beGlme editor of the Bulgarian Chess Federation's magouine 
Shokhmotno Misl. and a fi�t\l1e in Bul9<'rian Championships and on their TIiI· 
tional team. Whyl Simply put, Nikolayearned threetimesas much being a chess 
player than as a medical doctor ondworked fewer hours as _II. As a player. Ni. 
koJay was also pe!1l1ltted to travel abroad. which was simply impos,ible as a doc· 
tor. Chess profes,lonals did very well in the Eastern Communist nations and. 
when their best playing days were Oller, they could easily join the ranh of 
coaches and trainers where apartments. salaries and pen,ions we"" provided. I 
am not saying that living in the Communist countries was easy; but living In a 
Communist country was much eas>e-r If you were a chess grandma,ter. 

Anatoly karpov was a professional player and owed his livelihood to the S0-
viet State. As he r",ked up various successes. his privileges Increased as wen. He 
had the best trainers. the best coaches. tm. best chess libraries that the USSR 
could offel'. A long. long list of players. including Mikhail Botvinnlk, Igor Zaitsev. 
Lev PoIugaevs1<y. Efim Geller. Semyon Furman. Mikhail Pod9i'et� and MiS(ha Tal. 
worked for and on behalf of Anatoly Karpov. The cream of Soviet trainers helped 
Anatoly hone hi� 9i'me. 1f Bobby counted ·only on himself' to train and p.epaTl!, 
Anatoly was hi� polar opposite and counted on the labors ofmany for their help. 
Again. we ale talking about the best of the best - in the whole of the wo.ld. Ana· 
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Analoly Karpov, 1915-1985 

fl:'Ct, his army of helpers. k.1rpoVs Iosr.es In a given year flom \975·1985 oould 
�tly bf: counted with on� hand. And he was a very active player. 

Anatoly had two bitter riYals, apart from Fischer's shadow: Victor Kon;hnoi 
and Gany Kasparov. While Mohammed Ali had hi> JOe! frazier. Anatoly had two 
mortal en� and what contests they producN against one another. In the 
� of hi. three matches with Victor KOfchno; it seemed to me that Karpov im· 
p.oved. while in the unpre<:edentN 1M! World Championship matches between 
Karpov and Kasparov, it seemed that k.1sparovimproved. 

Meetin. Kilrpov 
It is not surprising that my first �ing with Anatoly Karpov was unfo.gettably 
ooupied with Gany Kasparov. We mum to the 1980 0lympiad in Malta. As �n· 
tioned. the Ameriun t�ams wer� housed. in an apartment building oomplew O\.lt­
side of Valletta; the So\riet t�ams by contrast stayed in the best hotel in Valletta. 
which was an easy walk to the tournament hall. Outside of the rounds of play we 
didn't see mIlCh of the Soviet T earns. 

I recall lhe Incident thai branded in my mind an imptession of these great 
champions very _no I was slaring directly at the Soviet Men's team: they were 
playing again.1 Bulgaria and the &llgarian players had their backs to me. The 
USA played that round "!i"inst Hungary on "Table 1." I could 1001< across the tao 
b1�s of players from Karpov on board one, playing against Evgeny E!"TTlenkov 
sHghtlyto my right, down 10 Gany Kasparovon board four playing agaimt Krum 
GeorgieY. further to my ll:'fl. I h;td the perfect view of the events a. Ihey unfOlded.. 

I was aware lhat Gany had committed an egregious blunder in Ihe oP<"'­
lng/early middlegame and stood very badly. (I had walked around the tables and 
noted the game:s in play earlier.) Anatoly mad� his move on board one. rose from 
the game and crossed over to the "Bulgarian side" of the table and began a slow 
stroll down Ihe table. checking the games as he made his way to the far wan. He 
s� at k.1sparov'. board and began openly laughing at Garry's predicament. 
Garry was furious. He tuT1"\ed red, said something in Russian quite forcefully and 
boushed away with hi. hand, "Inviting" Anatoly to lealle. !t was shocking. Talk 
about team spirit. Anatoiy understood the message and shuffled off to find him­
self a cup of coff�. 

Until then things had been merely "amusing", but now they became posi. 
tively sublime. Gany dedded on his TrIO\Ie, made a .harp movement of hand and 
plea {in the physical sense). smashed the dock, stood up and made a beeline to 
i0oi< al Ihe position on board one. He studied it for a few minutes, and then 
moved around to EYgeny and whisperedSOfl1ething in hls Nr. 

I was tit;]lated. t waited for Gany to lUIIe and went to Evgeny to ask him 
what had just taken place. Evgeny told m� that Garry had told him in RUSSian. 
"You stand brtter. Karpov will soon off�r you a draw. Oon't ;KCepU" it was just 
too funny. In passing, I should mention that it was only a totalitarian Commu-

'" 



Ch�ss Duels: My Gomts with tht World Chomplom 

nht regime that could m.1Ina9'" to kH:p tht>e two men on the same ttam. More 
about this in future chapttn. By tht way, Garry was complttely right, as a few 
moves later Anatoly did in fact offer a draw. Evgeny. how<'!ver, didn't acc�pt 
Garry's fT�ndJy advic� and took the draw offer. 

I met both Garry and Anatoly officially during Round 11 at the USSR VeTS", 
USA match where I faced MiS(ha Tal. Ther� were various handshake. and my 
recoI1a;tion was that both Anatoly and Garry beha� (at least on that OC<;<uion) 
very professionally. at least towards me. My teammat�. lev Alburt. playing on 
bo,lId one. �lt diff�rently. leY had defected from the Soviet Union and had been 
"building himself up" to play Karpov on board one. He had looked forwards to 
shaking KarpeNS hand - it would be l.e'l's way of saylng. "See. I'm here. I've de· 
fected. but " m  still alive." Karpov was haYing none of it. When lev e�tendtd his 
hand for a ,hake, Karpov made it very clear there would beno gesture. off.�nd· 
lines, and refus.td hi, hand lev was totally deflattd and playtd a homblegame. 
Maybe the wont of his career. 

I found m�1f di,appointed with Karpov CNeT this incident. Many )":'an later I 
asktd him about it. "Why not ju$I; shake lev's hand1" I innocently asked. His e�· 
planation went on to show how m.1Iny worlds apart we lived: "Vasser. those � 
the days of the Soviet Union. Keep in mind we were an being constantly watdltd. 
Everything we did and said was in some way monitored or 'recorded.' lev was a 
defector. A«ording to the State. offICially a criminal. If I had been seen shaking 
his hand, it would have been reporttd and I would face an inquisition and would 
ha\le to eKplain myself. 'Why did you shake the hand of a State mmlnalr I would 
be asked. 1\ would be a black m.1Ilk on my record" 

Viewed from that penpectiY<!. I could understand Anatoly's decision. I 
wouldn't want a black mark on my CIA _ord. Hmm, do I ha\le a CIA recordl 

n.., nerl time ' met Anatoly was fuzzier. My reconection Is that I was in Spain. 
perhaps on holiday, became bored and deddtd on the spur of the moment to 
drop In on the 1981 lina= event. larry Christiansen and lubomir Kavalek wele 
participants, so I h;!.d reason to hang around fol a few days. While there.. I helped 
larry a little wfth hi!. game preparations. along with a frlendly"Go get 'em ti!ferl" 
comment before the round Whatever we did didn't hurt. larry tied for fint place 
wfth Anatoly. 

The inddent I ha\le in mind (and I do think it happened in Unares during this 
partir;ular visit) is that we had a brid9f' 9i'me 90in9 for \lery sm.1ln stakes In Span­
Ish pesetas. Hardly enough to buy a round of drinks. larry was my partner and 
we were playin9 Kavalek and Ka.pov. I was the weakest player at the table by far, 
and larryv«>u.ld have to carry the team. Not successfully enough, unfortunately, 
as larry and I weTl! be;ng killed. (That is. we probably owed two whole rounds of 
drinks.) At a certain moment lubosh went to the bar for a round of drink> while 
Anato!yvisittd the restroom,leaving larryand me alone. 

"let', fiK the deck." larry whispered to me. 

'" 



AnQtolyKo.pov, 1975·1985 

"Wl1aU" 
"let's fb tho! next hand. When they b;d th�contract}'OlJ doubl�.ol<ayr' 
W�l1, let's say t ..... devil got th� upper hand on this on�. and I agreed. In no 

time at all Larry had fi><ed th� de<k. let's be cI�ar. thi. wasn't Ian f1�ming's 
Moonroker moment wher� JarT1e5 Bond switcheo a pre-mad� dec� of canh. Larry 
did it almost instantly. Was he practiced! By the time Anatoly started wal�ing 
back to the tablt:, ho! could see that I made a show of "cutting" the card. to gtve 
thl> TU5I! that an was on th� straight up. lubosh returned whh drinh and W;t5 
pleaSfld to discoYff a very fine hand awaiting his arrival Between thWl I think 
thty had 34 point. and got to "g<lme" liddy·split. I, of course, do\lbled -fo. ab­
solutely no '<SIson. Th� bidding had an been one.,;ided. This was met by a "re­
double" which caused much laught�r ;t5 our opponents started complaining 
about being insulted._ 

In the �nd, Anatoly played th� cont.act and lubosh W;t5 proud as punch to 
show his dummy honors. Anatoly started with the words, "Aiy·yi-yi." H� immedi. 
ately understood that tt-.e;. hands duplicated honors and that he would be very 
fortunate indeed to mak� the contract. Well. as Iud would have It a.eryfine.5<! 
went a9'linst him. Anatoiy. bless his heart. cursed with each lost trick. I definitely 
had the impression that Ru •• lan I. a rich language in which one can curse .eally 
very well. It was quite a treat. 

To this day, I don't knowhow lany and I h�1d OUr nerve and d;c!n't bu.st into 
convulsive laughter. lubosh madf! it around the table to � Anatoly'. dilemma. 
said something like "Oh, Sesus. let me get another round._" and departed. Wen, 
Anatoly went down bi>dly, something like four lrich, vulnerable, doubled and 
.edoubled When lubosh retumed. Anatoly went into a Iong·winded e><planation 
of how temble the hand WiU. Larry and I wee stud - Ihe complaining W;t5 so 
vociferous we couldn't bring ourselves to oonfess. Instead. """ quietly continued 
playIng like good Christians. I suspect that single hand may have brought us to 
even on the scorecard ... This story has a continuation. but let us can it a ditt. 
hanger for the moment. 

On� other adventur� from that Unares event: on one of the f.ee days the 
plaY"'rs were invited by the organizers to be matadors against the buns. Larry 
and I acnpted, and off "'" went to the bullfighting ring. let me be extremely 
clea. here; the ""bulls" we were to fight against ""'.� calve.. " m  talking tv.o·year 
oIds. Even at that age they are big animals and veryfast and frisky. I win not s.ay I 
W;t5 -terrified" to take them on, but my dan9':'r signals were on high aim and I 
often turned and ran behind a ooncrete slab for protection. In the photos I have. 
Larry seemed to have proven to be a better matador. He certainly had .tyl�. On� 
thing I can definitely say about the whole experience. regardless of your view. of 
bullfighting. is that the matadors that stand in front of a fun grown bun have to 
bII! absolutely fearless. No way would I trade careers for a �ingle moment. 

The next time I met Anatoly was at the 1981 World Championship match 



Chen Duels, My Gom�s wUh th� World Chompions 

with Victor KoKhnoi I reg)I bf,lng in Ih� Hotel Palace In Merano when Petra in­
formed us, Ihe Soviets have arrived.· They h;td co,"", in by a large roach bus 
from Milan AIrport.. What had impressed her mosl1"1 counted 35 piKes of lug-
9"9'1'," It was a stunning number I� How many perwn.? Why so much lug-
9"ge? And yes, Karpo'<' had com� in a .pKlal Car a. wen, In the wold. of a local 
s"att\e Chess Mast", Johnny Walk"", when a spon5OT counted out a c;uh award. 
"Now that is what I call a sponsorl" In .0,.,...., ways it was quite .obering news for 
our small team of l::QT(hnoi 5upporten, We really were up a9"inst a big tum of 
many people, 

My fI�t gam� against Anatoly Karpo'<' came in 1982 In the fi�t round of a 
tournament held al lh� famous S<:'aside resort of Mar del Plata, ArgentiTlil, I met 
his fusI wik there as wen, In general, Anatoly was very quiet in Mar del Plata, He 
didn't play wen, arguably his worst event in yea�, and I didn't see much ofhim 
either; my eyes were focused On the beaches. 

We an have our lilies of Ih� "really, really big one (fish) that got away.- Wel� 
this game is just such a story. In fact it is th� woffi story In my areel" of the really 
big one that got away. Even today, looI<ing at this game hurts. It hurts lik� the 
pain of an ugly old scar. I ju-!;t have togrimac� and tum away myeyes. I stm an't 
believe I didn't win this one; Anatoly was sooooo lostl 

I annotated this 9"me for The W�kly, a local s"attle m;oguine (in the issu� 
of March 10.17, 1982, page 31), in an article titled, -The Assault on Mt. I::arpo'<'." 
The notes below marked "The W""k¥ are from my annotations. PleaS<:' note 
these annotations were for a general public audience and were therefore light 

e .. ..  

Anatoly Karpov-Ya55er 5eir;llwan 
Mar del plata, 1982 

French Defense 

Pin:. Caw Of French? Th� were my primary defens� choices in my fim 
game ye�us a lelgning World Champion. I can't saywhy I went with th� french. 
I gue5s it felt right. 
1.014 05 ).Nc) 

Perwnally, a. a french DefenS<:' plaY"" I always �njoyed the dilemma posed to 
Whlt� player. On move three. Th� lines of 3.eS, 3.NC3 and 3.Nd2 are .o diffe«-nt 
from on� another, and they mu>t choose one. Som� player. ponder their choice 
for .everal minute-s, while other. have chosen their line well in advance. My 
scoresheet indicates that ATliItoly had no SUCh probl�m.; he made his fint three 
ITIOVeS within a rmnute and his first five move.. within fiV<! minutes. 
) •• .8104 4-e5 Ne71 

I've alwaY' felt that thi� i� the proper move <:>«Ier for Bl;w;k In the Wlnawer. 



AIIQtoly KQIPQV, 1915-J985 

5 •• ) Hxc:H 6.bxc:J b61 
And this is Ih'" .�asan why. Th'" line aft..". 4. . .c5 all! Ie .. fl<!leib\e and SOil\<!' 

lime you just n� 10 surpn><!)'OU. opponent with an offbo!at choic",. Th'" texl 
po:orfectly suited t� bill Flaying main·lin", th<!ory against I:arpov in tho><! days 
wao;n'l t� t>Tightet idlea. Fo. su'e, h",would be b<!tte'JIfl:'pared. Aft<!T an, h'" had 
played Ih.""" malches wllh VictoT I:on:hnoi. a Ff<!TICh O<!fen><! ""'po:ort. The l<!Iet hao; 
a WOI:"fully simpl", id""" I'm jusl trying to g<!I rid of my bad ca-bishop. 

"This is a W<!n.known vanation of Ih", F.."ch Oef<!fl><!. th", WinaW<!' syst",m. 
I:on:hnoi Is a ma;':" adll(lo;at", oft� French Clef",n><!, soil is Hk",lythal KafJ'O" had 
p.epaT<!d for this position. flul I(OTchnoi n<!Ver ",mplo)'ed t� French ()o:ofenS<! in 
their Worid Championship match " - The Wtd� 
J.NhJl1 

And the\"l:'W<!nt my preparation. I now tllought for 40 mlnules and finally de-­
dded lhat th", ptan of Nh]-f4-h5 simply had to be stopped. ben at the cost of 
misplacing my own knight. 

"Nov<!lty. A new idea. This is probably what l(arptJV had pr<!p.lred for KoKhnoi. 
1iow<!Y<!r. 1  show KarpoY should not be SO ple....-d with his idea." - The W<"r� 
7_Ng6Il'.il41l 

Very ambmous lnde<!d. Anatoly d� he want. command OV\!T t� ",nli.", 
board and prepar<!S a4.-as. for a queemld'" Iock-down, 01" 8<1-a), with a lo.dly 
bishop. I was mou: wo.ried about the modest approach 8.Bd) Ba6 9.0-0. wh",n 
White pr<!pa1l!S for f2·f4-f<;, and if 8\ack trades bishops. th",n am) allows the 
newly-minted dJ-pawn to protect SOil\<! fine squares. 
L1lifi9.Bufi7 

A mistak", that helps 81aclL Whit",'s op<!Tling fI"IO\I<!S do not ;ell W<!II. Again. 
9.BbS+ C6 10.8d) was my expect� line. with advanta9<! for White!. 
g ••• Nufi 10.D-() NbSI 

I was absolut",ly delighted with this on<!. Happy dreams of one day reaching 
lhe «·promi� land fin� my had. In any case, it is clear Ihal the aiS-knight i. 
lefTible and n<!<!ds a prop<!rjob. 
11.Qs411 

Furth<!T contu.ion Why not ju.t get on with th", main la.k of playing 11.f4, 
and OP<!fling up line on the king.id",7 ' would lik",1y haY<! played lL..Nf!7, when 
with til<! fo11ow-up 12.Qh5, Whit"' ... tm for choic"'. 
lL_Nc6 

AI\"l:'ady ' was becoming optimistic. Now Ih<!T"' '' the pos.ibility of ... Nc6-<!7, 
holding up White's kingsid<! break for good. 
U.Nf41 

This wao; definitely shocking. Voluntarily trading off knightsl Eith<!T 12.f4 01" 
12.Ng5 S<!<!med logical. The 1"",1 is based on a long·wlnded calculation that con· 
lains a key flaw. Th", lesult is that I(arpov leaV<!S himselfwith an absolutely t<!fri· 
b1",bishop. 

'" 



Chen Duel5: My Cornel w;th the World Chomp;onl 

U.�Nxf41 U.lxf4 Ril 
"Karpov h<u realiled hi� idea and ha� gained �pace On I"" king.ide. llul I ha� 

also realized my ide ... whkh i� 10 saddle Karpov with an ineff«lMo bi.hop." - The 
Wut� 
14.1f:5Qci7 15.f41 jOIal"am n) 

DIAGRAM 73. IIKk to PI� 

Thi� is Ihe posilion that Karpov ha. Mn playing for over  the last half-do:wl 
ll"ICIW'S. Fint impre •• iorn. are vel)' favorable ind� for White. Bl;u;k·� king i. f,o­
len in the center. while f4·1'5 " coming fast and furious. In .hort. Black appears 
to be In t,ou\M. 

"A horrible mistake. Karpov U$O!d 13 mmutes to find this lemon. OYO!!"\ooII;ing 
my 21st lTIO\Ie. The wo,ld champion now i. totally outplayed· - The Wtd� 
t5.�f51 

Fo,eed moves a'e most often good """"'" a. _n. Thi. ends White', f·pawn 
mak. 
16.Qh5+ 

No choice ""Ie eilher. If 16.e><f6 gd6 H.Rae1 (17.QhS+ Qf7 18.QKf'7+ Kxf7 
19.Bh4 Ne7. with the idea of �.Ne7·f5..d6. i. just lerriftcfor Black) o-o-o and Bl;Kk 
.... in. a piece fol little compensation. 
l'.�g6 17 .Qh6 Q87 18.Qh3 

The speed with .... hich Karpov eKecuted hi. ITIOIIO!S was incredibit. He �med 
to be in a hurT)'. Sofarhe had seen ew.Tything. ukulatin9 that I .... '" in trouble. 
t1-Na51 1UI� Qf7 l0.Qh6 (OIIIgram 74) 

Karpov played his la.t .iK moves in len than .Ix minutes. Remalkably. he h<u 
;u;hieved the eKact position he aimed fOT at � 12. He simply didn·! � a way 
fOI me to untangle my pie<;es and defend I"" position. White .... ant. to play the 
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obvious rook lift: Rfl·f)·h3, and dip my h7-pawn, with good winning chances. if 
not just a WOn game. 

'Karpov up to this point had 1:>«n playing quir:kly and confidently. Sut afte. 
my rejoinder, he sinh into �p thought. Karpov had based his .trategy on win­
ning the KRP. But I have a simple �nse." - The Weekly 

DIAGRAM 74. BlKk to PI� 

10 ... (6U 
Bang. The irap-<ioorclo,""s and loeb shut. )",t like that it is game over. White 

i� sbategically lost. Not slightly worse, not badly off, lost. Gone. Over. Dead Bur­
ied. Walking the Green Mile. On his way to meeting his Maker. Game overl 
1LRfJ 

Played out of inertia. if nothing else. There is simply no play in the position for 
White any more. Forwhat it i. worth. my chess engine program assesses the p0-
sition as a .mall pi", fotWhite. Ha! 
1L.Jtdl 

This lateral defense of the h7·pawn Is what Karpov mi • .ed. The Te.t of the 
game i. play on one goal. Black lotally dominates. 
1l.hJNc4 

Arriving al the promised landl How did I eve. ha,-bor any misgiving.? 
n.RdJ 

Protecting against the po.sibility of ... Nc4-d2-e4. when the knight is a bead of 
.everential beauty. A Thor. A No.se God of thunder. 
2J_.Kd7 

Black's position on the queenside is so nice that his king decides to stroll oveT 
and have a dose.lool<. 
24.14 K<7 25.Kf2 Kb7 U.lh4 (01..-_ 75) 



Ch�ss Du�ls, My G"m�s with th� World Champions 

DIAGRAM 75. Black to Play 

AI dinner Ihal evening Senl larroen .Ialed matter·of·f3C\ly: "Vasser. in .uch 
posilions. you Can sa� )'Ourself a tol of lrouble in lhe future by just playing ._H· 
as. before putting )'Our �ing on a6. Then. you play_.b6-b5 . .ecure an outside 
pa.sed a5·pawn. Then you trade 10ole. down the b·file andiu.t win." 

How do grandma.leTS ju.t "know" these thIng., Of course, what Sent sa)'" 
makes perfect sense and WM, indeed. the simplest winning method 
16'MKIo61 

"' haw. many wa)'" ofwinning the po>ition. Perhap' simpler would be to ad· 
vance the QftPandthen the QNP." - 711� Wo!t'ltly 
2J.Ke2 <51 

At the time, the telCt made perfe<:! sense. Isn't this what Slack aspire. 10 in a 
Winawer1 1 had dreams of opening lhe c·file for my rooks and. who know .. . im· 
ply pic). off sorne weak quo!t'nside pawn •. In reality, Ihe lelCt give> White's h4' 
bishop a p::Itential role in the game in case a cS·pawn is created 

Slack should have taken back hi!. lasl move and played Ihe winning method 
outlined by Sent 
U.RU 

Truly pathetic. Sut White has 10 protect agaln.1 the p::Ilential of ... Qf7�8. and 
... NC4·b2, picki"!l off the M-pawn. Also, the ted Is useful in ca<e the a·pawn 
needs protection. 
U .. .Rc7 1'.Qs5 h51 

A pleMant mOW. to employ. , manage 10 trade off the potentially weak h1· 
pawn and open up the h·file. After all, that i. a while Iring in the middle of the 
board. With every passing move, Black', plsilion just becomES better and better. 
)O.RI) 
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This is not the Karpov of harmooious coo,dination. White'. piece. are truly 
�< 
lD. •• hxI4 )1.hq4 IthI 

"I haw: completely achieved my plan and have ape:ned line. against the en­
emy king. And nOW 1 begin to attack." - Th� W�"!Y 
)1J111Qei 

Now was a 9'XJ<I time to give the position a little thought. Wh�e the'e is no 
question that the C4_knight is a thing of a beauty. it hadn't OCCUHed 10 me that 
ocrupying the promised land of the «-square stifled my attack. Wilhout preju­
dice. now wa, the appropriate moment to give 3LcMd41 H.CMd4 serious consid· 
e.amn. 1 could then put my pieces to the concrete I",k of winning material: 
33 ... NaS )4.Bu Nc6 3S.c3 Qea brings a different kindof position. What has Black 
a<:complished? Wen. in this manne. I keeplhe u-bi"hop utterly inactive and I'm 
setting up for _.Ncb-aS and_.Re7"':4. going after the a4·pawn. 

Notelhat in this line I l<eep myking's pooilion .ock·soIid and safe. The a7- and 
bf...pawn •. the as·knight and a c4·rook work nicely to give excenent ]l1"otection. 
As the game prog.esse., you win see how king safety becomes a key considera· 
tion. 

I can't fauM myselffo. the te>Ct, though. Indeed. everything is .tm flowing like 
achann. 
)).8fl RhJ 

A9am H .. n<14 34.0<14 Rch71 is just pooitional ove.·kill fo. Black. 
"This move was duhlous. Bettel" would have been P><QP." - The W�k!y 

J4-lrlS lrlS )S.duSI 
At a W:'Ydarlc moment in the game. Anatoly is alert enough to keep fighting 

and to Cfeate a weakness that his fl-bishop may one day bite 
"Now the wolld champion creates a target." - The W�1<o/ 

15-_bx<5 36Jtgl R.,11 
Unbelievable. This is .eally a disgusting move which makes me want to take a 

hot showe. and >crub my..elf clean. Eve'Yone uOOefStands the first simple rule of 
attac):ing: don't unnecessarily trade good attacking pieces fol poo. defensive 
ones. 1 have nO excuses, and no explanation either. ' just don't know what 1 wa. 
thinking. 

I .ec1<on that the Simplest way to win this position Is to play 36 ... Rhh7. with 
ideas like _Qe8-c6 and _dS_d4 to follow. Black can also then think of playing 

RC]·b7·b2. offering a trade of .oolts just to snip off the a4-pawn. Eveoywhere I 
look . r.ee Iow·hanging fruit. One thematic line would run 36 ... Rhh7t 37.Qg6 Qc6 
)8.Rgl Rcg7 39.Q><g7 RMg7 4O.RMg7 d4 41.CMd4 cxd4, with a winning attacl<. 

"Better would belo keep my attacking forces and play 31;' .. R-R7." - The W�"1y 
J7.Q1II3Qdi1 

II is going to take a very selious effort not to win this game. so please bear 
with me as I .\rive to do my be.1. Remembe. ourthun(\e. god Thor? Well. now 
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would have been a fine time to make his acquaintance: 37 .• Qhs+ 38.Qf3 Qrl"3+ 
39.Kxf] Nd2+ 4O.Ke3 Ne4 is positional domination in the ending. White's M· 
pilwn is weak. the bishop is awful. and White's .ook Is pathetic. The win would 
be very eas), I would play •. cS-<4, •. I(b6·aS and activate my rook.. 

So why didn't I play the abaYe simple winl Clearly I wanted "mQfe: I had 
dreams of invasion and smashing White's position by a di.ect mating attack. It 
was annoying that 17 .• Qb8 38.Qg1 (forced) 38 ... Rb7 39.B�cS Rbi didn't win "di· 
rectly." White plays 40.Qg6. attacking Ihe e6-pawn and isverymuch alive. 

The te�t an the ather hand. seemed 10 keep an my various trumps, whethe. 
they were helpful or nat. I keep an eye on the a4_pawn ( .• N«-b6.a4 is a poo.ibil. 
ity); I'm .udy fo. a borne inva.ion: I cove. the CS-pawn and prepare fof ... dS·d4 
with a winning attack - one day. It wa. ea.y to talk myself into the te�t 

But WI': must neve. forget an important rule, <ie5pite what I said about having 
to beat Karpov three times in each game: one win pel game is good enough. In 
fact, one win pe. game is all we wi1\ evt:. need. l.ading queens and going into a 
winning end9ame was lights, undles and curtain. out. 

·�w I begin to play badly. Having opened up lines On the kingside I should 
utilize them. Fo.this ..,ason Q-KRl would have been bette •. " - The W«i!y 
ll.RiIll Rb1?1 

Unfortunately 38. .. d4? 39.Qd31 offered no hopes of a "winning attack." No 
worries. llhoughl. l would just ..,position my rook 10 crown the attack. 

It becomes mo.e and !TIOfe unbearable to 1001<. With the obvious 38. .. Qb71. 
p..,paring to invade down the b-file, White is helples5: 39.Qd3 (39.Qg8 Qb2 
4O.QlCe6+ Nb6 wim) Qb2 4O.Rh1 Ka51 41..R1lfi Rc6 42.Ra7 a6, and White cannot 
p..,venl the Ios. ofhis a-pawn and the game. Black just .Iowly marches uptlle a· 
file. wIle.e the black king is perfectly safe. and e..:c>rt. the a7-pawn to p.omo!ion 

The text misplaces my rook, which wa. very Wl':11 located indeed It is my 
qUHn that .hc>u\d be doing Ihe attacking. A good rule of thumb to remembe. i. 
that the queen is a more poWl':nul attacker than the rook. Make a note. 
J9.Qgll 

"bcellenti Kaopovdefendswith vigor." .. The Weekly 
19 ... Rbz7 

"Defending the 6P would have been better." .. The W«k!y 
4O.Kdl! 

Don't a •• me why. but this move th,ew me off kilte •. In truth, White had 
absolutely no ather choice. ff e1the. 4O.Qd1 o. 4O.Rc1, then 40...d4! is a winne. a. 
White no longel ha. time roo the defen<ive Qgl-h1, tf)"ing to p.otect the «­
.quare. I'm <ure I thought that the terl allowed 40 ... d4, and a mating attack. I 
kept looking and looking, but 40 ... 014' 41.Qhll is a dc>ne-cold .efutation. 
4Q..J(b67 

Reaching the time-control, I .emained sup.emely confident of my evt:ntual 
vktory. Even sa, I should have played 4O ... Qb7 41.Rc1 (41.QgSn Rxc2 42.Q><�+ 
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Kas and White win be mated sherUy) 41...Qh7 42,Qg2 Qh6 43.6e3 KaS! 44.Rhl 
Qf8 when Black makes ine�orable progr6S. 
41.Qg8IK11611 

It was better to play 41 ... Ka5. 
U.Qsll Rb1 4J.I"0:5 Rh1 44.Bd4 (DUp ... 76) 

D1A(;RAM 76. BliKk to PlilIY 

The adjeurned position. 
"The fi� hou .... of the first session ha� been completed. I must �al my mo�. 

Umertunately, I chcse te seal my rTIOVf! hastily. With thought I W<:Iuld realize the 
win with 44...Q-Kl. Instead I sealed the p::>ar m� 44 ... I·R6+. After th� nights 
of anal)"is I be<:ame aware a win no longer was possible. Fer the rest o:>f the 
game, Karpovdefends with precisien and secures the draw." - Tht W«i!y 
44. .. RhJ+ 

My sealed mOVIe. This game was adjourned for many da)" and the mere I 
studied the position. the ont:>Te frustrated I beCAme, My "trivial" win stepped be· 
ing trivial and became elusive. White', anemic bi,hop ha. become a tower o:>f 
defensive ,trength radiating fiem Ihe d4·square. Worse still, in many line. my 
king no lenger enjoyed sanctuary. In short, I've really messed things up badly. 
Still, it was hard Ie bdievethat I soouldn't win ... 
45,Ke2Qe1 

After daY' C>f analysis, this was Ihe best Ihat I could rome up with. The win­
ning try is tel crawl up the h·file Ie get at White', king. 
46.Qs5! Rhh 41.Bf2 

So far all the moves from adjournment ceuld be described as forced er forc­
ing. We have now reached the critical position that kept me up several nights in 
a row. Howte procee<il My two straightforward trie, fail, 
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While 47 __ .<14 loolts atl.adive. eonm defense s.aves the day, 48.Qg3! (fofted) 
48 ... Qh5+ 49.Qf3 (fofted) 49 __ Rxf2+ (49 ___ Q!<f3-+ SO_Kxf3 dJ<e3 SU:93 is not a prob-
lem ending for White) SO_Kxf2 Qh2+ Sl.Qg2 (fofted) Sl. __ Q!<f4-+ S2.Qf3 Qh2+ 
53.Qg2 and Black can do no bette.than a perpetual 

The toade of minor pieces would open up White's king (as wen .u my own). 
but somehow . couldn't bring myself to give up my glorious knight. One should 
ha.e principles even when winning a game! Clearly 47_.Nd2n 48.Qg11, winning 
for White, would be a tragic blunder. 

The piece ,wap • anal)'led went 47 ... Ne3!. threatening ... NO·g4, winning. 
White mu.t capture 48.Kxe3, then 48 ... Q<6, threatening both 49 ... QI<c3+ and 
49 ... Q<S+, winning. White h'" to defend with 49.1tf1 Q1((3+ SO.Ke2 Q><c2+ 51.Kei 
Q<3+ 52.Ke2, when again an these moves ,ince the adjournment could be de· 
5Oibed ", "fOfted.· My line continued 52 ... lh3 53.Rdll Qf)+ 54.Ket and . hit a 
wall. I ,aw the forting 54-.Rh1+ 5S.8g1 Qe)+ S6.Kfl and all I 9et i, a perpetual. 
Tragically, 1 missed that 54 ... Rh21 (01 ..... 77)would win on the spot. 

ANALYSlSDIACRAM 77. Whit� to I'IiI)' 

How marvelou,1y simplel White's pioe<:es ale comically misplaced: 55.Qgl Rhl 
or SS.Qg3 RhH are simple wins. while SS.Rd2 RhH S6.8g1 Qe3+1 wins thanb to 
luring White's rook to the d2·square. 

Again. I anal)'led in depth. s.aw the perpetual mi,sed the win and in the end 
,imply couldn't bring myself to play a line where . parted with my adorable C4· 
knight. 
41_Rh71 

Since I wrongly thought that the draightforwa,d toy 47 ... Ne31 ended in a per· 
petual, I decided simply to play around for a while, bying to improve my po,ition 
before playing a winning ,hot. White', position is extremely difficuit to defend. A 
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�ingle misstep of any type and lhe position i. qui<�1y won. While I'm nol expect­
ing Karpov to blunder, I thought that by J",t keeping up the pressu.e I would 
ha� goodthing� happen. 
41.11<14 K.5 49M2 .. 6 

I can't say for �ure whether it w", a good idea o."ot, but it just seemed use­
ful to place my a7-pawn on a light square. 
50.1Ih4 1Cb6 51.812+ 

Of <Ourloe. 51.Qd8+?? trading queens. would gi� White a lost ending. as the 
dS-bishop is misplaced and needs to be on the d4.square. 
51_Kc.7 5Z.Bh4 Nbli 5J.Kdz! 

karpeN h", no intention of cooperating by putting his 34-pawn on a dark 
square. 53"'5n NC4. would help me greally 
5J._Kdi 54.Bfl Rh5 55.QJJ Nc4+ 56.KeI Rh6 57.1215 RhJ 51.Bc14 RhS 

Unfortunately, S8. .. QhS+ S9.QlchS RKhS 6O.Rgll allOW!. White to hold com· 
fortably tha" .... to the strong d4-blshop 
59.QJJ Rh6 6O.Rgll 

Nicely played. The rool< makes a timely appuran<:e lo ... vt: the day. To think 
that al one time this creature waS on the aI-square a. well. A.,ghh. it hurt� 10 
lOOk at this game. 
6O. • .Qhs+ 61.QfJ Qh2+ 62.R&2 Qh1 61.Qfll (Oiaar .. m 71) 

Quite frustrating. Karpov does a marvelou� defen�ivt: tob. I had a rldkulous 
fant",y of 63.8g111 Rh3 64.Rg3 Qxf3. 65.1bd) Rxf3 &6.Kxf3 Nbl when by triKIing 
the major pieces. I easily win the minor piece ending. 

DlA(;RAM 71. lII;ock to Play 

63 .Qxft+ 64.Kxfl Rh465.Rg61 Rld4. ti6.Kel Re4. 61.Kf11 
Around these parts I was really becoming fed up with the accuracy of Kar· 
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pov's defense. He continue. to play vet)" wen indeed. 

67 •.• Kd1 68.R(1+ ICcil 69.11,1+ ICd1 1O.1tg7+ 1Ce8 11.R�11 Nxe5 12.Ru6 Kd7 n.R'" 
Nc61U'51 

And now It i. (lear that the really big one that should not ha� got away ha!o. 

A rather feeble attempt. but 14....N�d4 1S.c�d4 R�d4 16-'16 Ra4 71.a1 Kc7 
18J!e8 ba 7 19.Rxe6 i. a pretty dead drawn rook ending. 
15.Bb6 Rc4 16.Mi be) 71�1 Nx�1 18.RlLJ1+ Kd6 19.Ra2 

"Excellent The game Ilas been a draw for some time. My I",t hope for a win 
was that Karpov would allow the trap 19. R·R6. TIli. would Ilave walked into tile 
pin R·B3 winning. Now the game fizzled into a draw." - 1M Wtekly 
19 •• .64 8O.h1 f4 8Ubl+ v..v. 

Drawn on tile propco..al of Karpov. I wa. dreadfully disappointed wltll Illf rf· 
suit of till> fXha",ting gamf. Defeating a reigning World Cllampion '" Black I. to 
be relished. and on my \/elY first outing ", well. Nor i. this OI1f where I can say. 
"ce.t la vie". I put ten. of hours of analyois into the adjourned po.itlon. and the 
win j ... t .Iipped througll my hand!... I w'" bummed out for most of the tourna· 
m.'" 

"At tlli. point Karpov looked up and smiled. 'I offer a draw: he said After a 
quiet he.itation 1 had to accept. The audience applauded .lroogly and Karpov 
gently said. 'How could you not winr" - 1M WHkly 

Our second battle together took place at the Phim", & Drew event in london 
in 1981. I've annotated thl. game move by move in my book Winning Chess Brillj· 
ancifi frankly, I can't do any better than what I wrote there, 50, deaf reader. I 
refer you to that WOf\ for mOTe comprehen5i� note., a. my annotation. here 
WIll be a tittle ligllter. 

Y.asser Se{l'IIwan.Anatoly Karpov 
London, 1982 

Queen's Gambit Declined 

1.Nt) Nf6 2.(4 e6 ).HC) ds 
My move order w'" intended to a\OOid a Queen's Indtan Defense and to in· 

duce a Queen'. Gambit O&�ned, Anatoly'. favorTtf defense. Whfle preparing 
witll Victor Korchnot. he had found a newidea that ' was anxlou. Iotry. 
4-d4 8e1 S.815 h6 6.Bh40-0 1.Rel b6 

Anatoly re�als Ihe variation tllat he played in the World Champion,hip in 
Meraoo in 1981. I Ileld my breath wondering if I would ha� thf cllance to play 
my preparation. 
I.cxdS NxdS g.NxdS exdS l0.8xe1 Qxe1 tl.g)11 
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A completely different approach hom the main line: u.el when White's fl­
bishop finds il difficult 10 find gainful empl�nt. The teMt envisions a fi· 
anchetto to put immediate pressure on the long diagonal 
l1-R�81 

TtIi. ;,. 61ack', be.1 approach to Ihe position. In Meraoo, t::arpov had tried 
lL8b711 and oblaineda bad position forh;" effort. Theterl;" far mOre sensible. 
Black utilizes the half-open e·file in o.der to pre .. ure the e2·pa.wn. In this way he 
hopes to demonstrate that the kingside fianchetto w .... ill·advised. 
u.IIe)1 (Obrcram 79) 

DIAGRAM 79. BLadI to Play 

This was I<or(hnoi'. novel idea. In some variations, the rook can swing ac.o,s 
the third rank to block Black·, attack on the e2·pa.wn. Note that the immediate 
12.8g2 8a61 would have undone White', strategy. as the el-pa.wn b«omes a sen­
sitive point. 
12. ...... 

Karpov spent a mere 11 minute. of thought. Most grandma.ters, when con­
fronted with a novel idea, stew for about one hour in orde. to double-check the 
variations. t::arpov's qud reaction caused a warning light to go off in my head. 
Who w .... trapping whom? 
U.Qa4 

Thls too was the intended follow·up that Korchnol and I had anal)'led to­
gether. The threat ofRcl�l made me believe that tu .. poII was in a heap of trou· 
ble. k I rose from the board and walked around the playing hall I .trolled by 
Efim Celler, t::arpov's long-time trainer. Celler had excitedly grabbed Jan Timman 
by the arm and eMcbimed " ... ($1" Pfetending I hadn't overheard. I continued my 
pace. "13_.($ - doesn't that lose a piece?" I thought 
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1) • ..<:51 
When Karpov played this l'TlOIIe, my heart ... nk. 'Oh (bleep]!" I thought. • had 

obviously fanen Into hili preparation. Karpov had fo,e.een my strategy and had 
p�pared a pl«e sacrifk:e. He doe.n't ,acrifke hi. pieces ba>.ed on intuition, but 
.athe. when he i. 99 percent .u� thattht ,acrifice is corn�ct. He had called my 
bluff. l thought for 1S minute, about declining the ,acrifke with 14."3 c41, but in 
that case llIack would have the better game. 

In a subsequent .apid game pla� in Hamburg, a, you wil! see, Karpov im· 
proved his play with t3_.bSI, winning a \V)" good game. 
14.ReJI 

Since I have no choke. I may as well ride the tige' and go for the gusto. At 
times like this. when a pla�. is nervous about falling into a losing trap. having 
some e><lra material in hand provides .ome 5Olace. 
14H.Be6 15.QKMi 

Reluctantly accepting the offered piece sacrifice. Despite my "antic analyo;s, , 
didn't see a winning line fur Karpov. 
15 • ..cxd4 

Opening the position to go after my king. My immediate problem i, dealing 
with ._Qe7·b4+, which I have to .top. Black will use the open c-file for hi. rools to 
launch an attack. 
16.RbJ 

Prevlenling _Qe7·b4+ was priority number one. So far �rythin9 has been 
forced. Certainly Karpov had prepared the sacrifICe. but he now surpri.ed me by 
thinking for 34 minutes. 
lL.Bf51 

The best move. While Karpov was thinking I saw that I can beat bad the at· 
tacking 16 ... QcS with 17.Qd.l1 QaS+ 117 ... RacB IB.Nxd4 Qa5+ 19.R'3 would ,ave 
White's skin) 1&Qd1. Qxaz 19.Nxd4 Rae8 2O.f3!! (making 100m for Kn·f2, "",ap­
ing to the king.ide) 2O ... Qt.1+ 21.Kf2 Rc1 22.Nxe61 fxe6 23.Qd} Qa1 24.R..}I, and 
White win •. 

Even "",ie. would have been 16 ... 1tac8 17.Nxd4 Rc1+ 18.Kd.2 Rc4 (l8 ... QcS1 
19.RC31 wins) 19.Nxe6 fxe6 20.1'3 when White emerges a bishop ahead 

While the te><l th.eate", 17 ... 1k2, snaring my b}·rook, it was al50 something 
of a relief. Now I would have just enough time to save my king. 
11.Bs2 Be2 

Black ha, nO cholee but to pick off the b}·rook. The If)' I1-d3. th�atening 
._Qe7xe2 checkmate. would be a mistake. After 17 ... d31 18.e3 d4 19.Nxd4 d2+ 
2O.Kxdl RadS 21.Rdl all of al�ck's Ihre�1s would be fini.hed; White would con· 
solidate his king's position and pock ... the point. 
11.NKC!41 

This i. what Karpov had missed in his prepa'ation. He thought White would 
be forced to play 18.0-0. which would allow 18...Bxb3 19.axb3 Qxe2 20.Qxe2 Rxe2 
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21,Nxd4 Rxb2 with .ough �Iity. But if I Can .ruin I""'" e2-pawn, an endgame 
wm be winning foJ me. 
1 •.. .8J<b) 19.Nxb) Rxli 

A natural _ as BI;l(k "!izes I""'" open c-file. Black mu.<1 TIQt be beguiled by 
19_Qb4+1, �iTl(e lO.kf1 RilcS 11.BOI and kfl·g2 would """" p me castle by hand, 
and only misplace Black's queen. The a7-pawn would lad protection. 
10..&1'11 

The key point - wilhoul sacrificing I""'" e2-pawn by 20.0-0, 1 achieve a lechni­
cally winning position. The protected e2-pawn neutralizes Black's battery on the 
e-file 

It was only at this point that I(arpov ail� his poI<e.-face lo slip. Etim Geller, 
who had been imme.sed in his own game, TIO'IV surfaced to se<!: I(arpov's position. 
As Geller sla.ed at OUr board in open astonishment. I(arpov's face turned crim­
son. Disturbed by Geiler's preseru, he fixed him with a long scornful stare. The 
suggestioo was dur: ·Comrw, w"""'n we rdum to MoKCNI, we shall talkl" 
"",ner hu�d away. Karpov again rrlumed to tilt: boa.d to think, and the poIter 
facewasbou:1<. 

I felt exalted but knew il would be necessary 10 keep my kille. InstiTl(lt had 
slipped so many time'i before a9i'inst Ka'l"J'l 1 was determined r>Q! to let it hap­
pen again. 
IO_.Rell 

This ..... >U1d be Karpov's final mislake. Black inlend:< 10 capture t""'" bl-pawn. 
bul Ihe.ooI< will be woefully misplaced. BLack had 10 try W ... Qf61 21.().() Qxb2, al 
which poinl the bLack queef1 would have a chance of causing some damage. lhls 
line Is a strange echo of my Mar del Plata game with Karpov, where I 100 used a 
rool< instud of my queen 10 Invw the opponent's camp. 
11,0-0 

What a great pleasure it was 10 castle and .emove my king from danger. 
11.�Rxbl11.Rdl! 

Overcoming my temptation to control the c-flie. Now that my king Is safely 
tucked away, I can concentrate on bringing my pieces to strong squares. Besides 
wanting 10 win Ihe d5·pawn, I need 10 reposition the b3-kmght and that mean. 
controlling the d4-squa.e 
n._RdS 

BLad hopes for 13.RxdS1 Ih<dS 24.BxdS Rxel, trading his weak dS'pawn f� 
my strong e2-pawn - a swap 1 had no intention of making. My priority TIO'IV was 
activating my knight. 
U.Nd41 Rd7 (Dlalflm 101 

White's pieces a.e a picture ofharmony. But how to win1 looldng deeply Into 
I""'" position, I saw a combination based on Black's weak back .a11k as well as the 
hanging b2-rooll. 



Chess Duels: My Gam ... wjth the World Chompion! 

DIAGRAM 10, WhIte to I'b)' 

14 ... Ndi! 
The starting �uence of a knloght .acriflce to win material and to attack 

Slack's king. 

''-'''' 
Karpov has TIQ choke. He h'" to pooled: h;' back rank. for example. 14. ... Qc:Sl 

15.Qo:I .. wi", the d7-rook, while 14_._Qfgl 15.BxdS picks off the dS-pawn with 
impunity, as the el-pawn is now adequately defended. 
l5 .... a71 

Grabbing a pawn and challenging Black to do  something about it. 
lS ... RC7 

Anatoly .aw the script I had prepared and a...o\ded my piKe <1fftr. Moj main Ii� 
was a forctd win: 2S-QaB 26.Rel Q><a.7 27.ReB+ Kh7 2B.Qdl+ g6 29.Qd4I, with II><': 
double Ihrut of }O,QhI. chfikma�. and }O.Q><b2, capturing II><': b2·,,,,*- Slack 
would have to oonti� 29 .... Rbl+ 30.Kg2 f6 H.Qxf6 R97 n.Qf8 gs wllw I antici­
pattd HQfS". pkking up the bl·TOOl. While this echo variation is charming,later I 
realized that HBhSI was �n ....,.e powerful. Il"s alwaY' nice to have choices. 
U.a4l 

Once more , challenge Black to accept my pifie offer. If he doesn't. it will take 
only Na7·bs and Qa6xb6 to complete the queenside harvest. 

' didn't want to play l6_RxdS RbH 17.Kgl Recl, with counterplay against my 
king because I had seen a trick - 28.h4n Rhll, with the th.eat of ".Rbt-91 Chfik­
mate - which gave me a shudde. 
U,_�I 

At last the pifie sacrifice becomes Irre5;'tfble to Black If he had chosen 
26 ... Rb4, then 27.NbS Rcc4 28..Nd6 would win material. 

'" 



Allololy Korpcw. 1975-1985 

17.Rxcl51 
The r""" now blast:. it. way into tl\oo, 930'""'. It was this mow that I had m mmd 

wilen my might _nt pawn hunting. 
11 ••• QJ:17 

The brave knight has given hi:-; an and wln � rMeemed when the rest of 
White's forces reach the black Iring. 
18.Rd8-0 Kh7 19.Qd1-t 

The audience that packed the Greater London Council Cham�rs for the game 
had be<:ome noticeably agitated and were murmuring. The)I n:JW realiled that 
the World Champion's king was in graw dan9ft. 
19H.fS Jo.QKfS+ g6 31.Qe61 1-o 

A""iding the last trick, 11.QffiI wl\oo,n 11H.I/:cl+ 32.Kg2 12911 would give Black a 
chance of survivaL As Black faced 11_.Rg7 32.�8 g5 33.8e4+ or 31.-Rcl+ 32./(g2 
Qg1 31.Rd7. wlnning the queen. Anatoly stopped tilt: clock, shook my hand, and 
congratulated me. 

This was an historic moment, as it was tilt: first time in 21 �ars that a reign­
ing FIDE World Champion had lost to an American in tournament competition. 
In his wh� car�r. Bobby Fischer wasn't ab!f, to defeat a relgnIDg fiDE World 
Champion before his t972 match with Boris 5passky 

OUr ned meeting was In Hamburg wilt:", we p1a� riJIld games forthe B8C 
Master Game program. 111 kJok atthose rapid games later In this chapl:er. 

OUr third clas.ical chess encounter took place at the 1982 Olympiad in Lu­
ceme. I hadn't quite eamed the right to pLay board one yd:. This time I pla� 
seamd board behind Walter S. Browne. 

Anatoty Karpov-Vasser Seirawan 
lucerne Olympiad, 1982 

Caro-Kann Defense 

1.e4 c61.d4 dS ).Nd21 
The most accurate mOW OJder for White. If White intends to play the Nbt­

c3/d2xe4 variations, then he should play this _ order to avoid the possibility 
of 3._g6, as I pla� against Smys10vln a must-win game. 
) __ dx" 

The point of tilt: TTIO"o'e order is that now 3 ... g611 ",ally lacb sense, in view of 
4.Ngf3 Bg7 5.8d31 Nh6116.o-<1 a-o 7.Re! 1611 8.c41 -this strike in the center Is the 
reason that the bl-knight is better placed on the d2-SQW.re. furthermore. in case 
Black chooses a line with ... 8c8-g4. white will haw the central fortifying mow a­
c3, which makes tilt: g7·bishop bite on cement. In .... ch a case, Black wlll haw no 
compensation for the lost bishop-pair. 



Chen Duels: My Comes with the World Champions 

4.Nxe4 BfS 5.NaJ Sa6 6.1\41 
Unlike Spassky, who wM reluctant to advance his h·pawn. Anatoly had no 

�uch misgiving .. 
6_.h6 1.NO Ndl l.h5 Bhl !iI.8dJ 1110 lo.QxdJ Qc:7 

for many years, 10 ... Q<:7 wM my automatic move, as I liked to prevent Bcl·f4 
for White. Now, with the �neftt of many Yf'ars ofhlndsight. I've come to realize 
that the f4-squan for White's bishop Is really no gll!at shakes at an. That, in fact, 
the very oot move order is 10 ... e6I, as there aTe many occasions where Slack's 
queen can bette. go to the as-squall! or the b6-square, Or Black may jUl.t play 
.. .c6-cS. as early as possible, without moving his queen at all. 
11.Bel2 

One thing about Anatoty. he wuld be counted upon to play the main line. A 
p.ovocative but interesting rno::o.te fo. White is 11.Rh41. whir:h is underrated. 
U._Ngf6 11-0-0-0 ri 1).Ne4 (Dbc.am 11) 

11_R<II1 
Too c�. for Tn)' own good. I wanted to avoid the main lint 13 ... 0-0-0 14.g1 

NcS 1S.NMCS B�cS, as I've committed my king to the queenslde at a �nl I'd 
be happier Sitting on the !i8-square. While I like my d8·rook, I'm Ignoring the 
problems of my king, and this m� should land me in trouble. 
14.NKf6+1 NKf6 15.QeU 

Thls mistake returns the favor. While a highly standard m� In this varia­
tion, th<': t<':><1 simply fai1� to crack th<': whip and lets m<': off the hooI< completely 
White should haw playro 15.N<':SI Bd6 16.Qgll, a � I saw but underesti­
mated. My focus had �n on 16.f4 0-0 17.94 c51, variations that actually tum 
out _11 for me. After 16.Qg3 the m"""" 16 ... lg8 is a rather sad Tespo� and. 

". 



critic might � justified in asking what th� heck I'm doing, 
15.,.<511fi.dItC5n 

Thi. is far too compliant, t expected �ither 16,Qb5+ or 16.Be3, with a .mall 
edg� fur Whit� in both �nes. After the t�xt t thought I was just beller. 
16_Bxc511.Ne511 

Further .lippage. II was time to. White to sei�e with both hands t7.QbS+ Qc:6 
lS.Qxe6+ bxe6 19.N�5 6><f1 W,Nl<C6 ReS H.NeS 6g3. and go fo. a drawn ending. 
17_0-0(Dlat:ram 12) 

�RAM'2.�to Pby 

Now BI"ck .�any stands bette<. Think about th� diagrammed position in adif. 
ferent way: it is like a Sicilian where Black has played a _.d6·dS ad""nc�, tradin9 
off his "backwards" d6·pawn for White's e4·pride and joy. Secondly, Black has 
the half-open c·fil� line, already aiming at White's king. Thirdly, Black has an ex· 
Ira c�ntral pawn (the e6·pawn). which clogs flies and protects squares (fS and 
dsl that can becom� useful outposts. 
II.Nd) 

Not �actly a ma,.,r ach>evemenl What is the dl·knight doing anywayl 
a�a,ly Anatoly is hoping for a king.ide pawn .torm and just gets his knight out 
ofth� way, but h� wm soon be selling the defensive in a ma;or way. 
1I __ 7 19.Kbllk1 

A very difficult ehoic�, as 19 ... RdS, was quite attractive. 
20.R<1 

Furthe. slippagel l wasn't quite su.e. I had expected 10.Bcl, but in that case I 
planned to play �Qc:1·b6, double rooh on th� c·file, ... Nf6.JlS, _.Be1·f6 and give 
the Wo.\d Champion checkmate. The te'" takes away th� doubling against the 
a·pawn plan and introduc�s th� id�a of c1-<:4, denying my knight the dS·squa.�. 

,os 



Ch�H Du�ls: My Games wjlh Ihe World Champions 

bcenent rea""" f",this �. On the other hand, the ct-rool! is now a fun·time 
defender and ! was happy abou! that part and contusf:d about the .est. 
10_.Qc4 

�h tempting mOYeS a.e hard to .esist. Sut in gene",l ! had the feeling that the 
te"'-was wrong ard that my queenside attack needed to be praseo::ut� with rather 
more urgency. To this end lO_bS. �uring the dS·'lqWl.e. seems best. A �mple 
variation might ron l1.g4 NdS 1l.f4 b4l. which is my w� point: 61ac. should be 
creating the �crif\cial th.eat of ...NdS..:3+ as soon as possible. To continue the line 
B.gS h�gs 24.fxgS Nc3+ 2S.B>cc3 b)((3. with superior chances f", llIack. 

This whole line of play raises a vel)l interesting question: ·When doe. an 'at· 
tad' fust beginr Garry Kasparov gave a vel)l thoughtful and I believe coTTtCI: 
reply when he answered: "When you advance a pawn Into the attac ... A<. we Can 
see f.am this variation. advancing the b7-pawn tHing. Into playt",", lint:-opening 
�criflce _ .. Nf&.:lS..:l, with checkmating threats. Thanh to the pre�nce oft",", b­
pawn the attack Is acu/eraIN. 
21.Rtoel NelS?1 

Oh my. ,,,,",,, is a d!fficult game. Now the teMt is mistime(\. If I wanted piece 
play, then by all means introduce the pieces. With 2LRfd8 lH4 QbS 23.g4 Rd4! 
the game is going to be a wild and bumpy journey. I p.efer alac.', position. 
21_141 :l51 2).Ne5 Qxe1 14-Rul :l4 1S.aJn 

A rema'kably cautious move. My expectation was 25.C4. a move I considered 
"forced" Then l5 ... Nb416.Bxb4 Bxb4 27.Nd71 Rfd8 lllNb6 Rc6 19.N><a4 Rd4 30.f] 
Rdx<:4 31.Rxc4 RXC4. achievin9 more or le,s an even position, was in my judg­
ment best play. 
15_MbSI (Du,ln,m 13) 

DIAGRAM 13_ Whiteto Play 

"" 



Anotoly Korpo�. 1975-1985 

Once a9'lin. thanks to tilt: SUPl"riOf pawn structure. I �tand better. It may be 
hard towln, but " m  W1111ng lo gi"'" it a try. 
16.NdJ R«l7.f3 itkin 

Not the m<>'it useful tempo. t wanted to role out blob!. on(e and for alllrut 
White certainly had no �u<:h intentions. A better choi(e wa� 21_.Bd61. playing for 
... RfS-e8. _.f7-f6 and ... Kg8·f7. when, by �uch �mall. c�plng moves. Black im­
P"""'"' Ills position. White is well advised 10 playa·C}. RC1· .. :I1. Kbt-c2 and to just 
wail. 
21.cJ Bd6 1,.,,111 

A ""'I)' survrising choice indeed. as Analoly decide-. to open line •. I expect� 
H.llee1 kf8 30.kcl. keeping the positloo quiet. 
2'._Rdl1 

I want� to encourage Anatoly 10 pursue his gS·break, as I thought it would 
benefit me. The move 29 ... kfS, 10 discourage the hfeak, was also a fai. choi(e,lrut 
sometimes you jw.t ha"", to 9i"'" your opponent the rope he needs to hang him_ 
"". 
)0·151 

This con�uent follow-up will ha"", la.ge ramifications. With this move 
White dest.oys his king.ide pawn structure. making me a vel)' happy camper. 
)0. •• ""'5 )1.R"I5 _7 

Allowing the trade of my g7-pawn fo. the hS-pawn. A better line was 
3t. .. Relal, allowing White to "enjo)o his structure" the �s for which were sown 

at move lO. A sample line might 90 31.lIeg2 Bf8 32. Rsg3 Rh41 B.Bh6 Rhl+ with 
a healthy advantage fer Black. 

I cannot fault myself for the text, be<:ause I thought I was heading to a four­
rook ending with opposite majorities and where my p.otect� pa.sed pawn. 
were more advanced. In .hort, I thought the text would lead to a winning pesi-
-
31.,,1 Rh4 n.Reg1 Btl J4.Bh6 

Clearly, White cannot deviate and mw.t gofOTthe game variation. 
J4-.Rxh5 )5 • .,..,1 .,..,1 )6.RxtlH Kf' 

Vel)' nice. I have the bette. structure, bette. minor piece, good king position 
and I'm about to tadle the f)-pawn. All due to g4-95 hom White, trying to ferce 
a draw in the position. Myconfidence was riding high. 
37.R714! 

A very good defensive move. While Anatoly was thinking, I 9'1"'" up hope that 
Ilt: would play 37.lIg8+1 ke7 38.Rxe8+ kxe8, which onlyuade-. my passi"", ea-.001< 
for White's acti"", 97-.001<. The hoped·fo. continuation 39.1198+ kIl7 4O.lIbB1 kC7 
41.m RfS would be a dream come true. 

The text set.; up two crucial defensive ideas: flAtly Nd3·f4, to get rid of the 
passive d)-knight. and secondly C3-c4. to obtain play on the quef:nside by creat­
ing an a4-pawn weakness. 



Ch�H o..�ls: My Gomes with th� World Champion! 

n .. .115 lObs"" I4J 
Going stra;ght for my main lint. Black is also bttter after 37 ... l(e7. just im· 

proving things. 

DIAGRAM '4. White to I'tay 

JI.Nb41 Nxb4 J9.Rxb4 RldJ 
I see from my swresheet that both players _re playing quickly, moving with· 

out hesitation. I had over 40 minutes left for the tim�ontrol while Anatoly had 
13 minutes. I had my tunnel vision going for what I thctught was a winning rook 
ending. Also 39 ... RcB deserved consideration. 
4Ohb5eSll 

As we Imow. in rook endings every move has major implications. Further· 
more. each move can have a "ripple effect· as a forcing line of play ca..:a<ks for· 
wards. If I had a second chance, I would play the .... pt:rior 4O._f51. In that ca�. 
Black could bring hi. king to the f6-s.qua,t, then advance hi. f5-pawn to the f4-
!-QUart and OI1ly thtn advanct thee-pawn. It sounds !fkt a .low process, but it Is 
not In fact. it would go pretlyfa.t. 

Think of this !fne in anothe, way for a moment: Black will have two conneded 
passed pawns. White will have th�. Black's pawns, h�r, win be much fur­
the, advanced and he wm have a supportive king as _n. While it is impossible 
to prove, I can't shake my conviction thaI with 4O ..• f51 I would have won the 

.. � 
41.Kdl lDUcram IS) 

We have arrived at the position I aimed for with 31_.6e7. Here I stopped and 
"thought· fa' 40 minutes. SO that I could �al my move and confi,m my win with 
ad;oumment analysis. This turned out to be a very bad idea indeed and. sad to 
say, I believe it ended up costing me a victory. 

'" 



Anotely I(o,pov, 1975-l985 

To begin with. before I started "thinking" about what to seal. my intention 
was to play the obvious 41-.f61. opening the way fo. my king to "go forwards" 
with ._kffJ-f7-e6. and then simply to advance the pawn� Passed pawns must be 
pu:<h� and all of that. fJut while I was "thinking" - basically waiting for the 
moment I (QUid seal my move - It  began to seem reawmable to advance my e­
pawn as well. Annotating the game in Coos Inforrr'I(Jnt 14. Ka!"jlO'l. Iong·servlng 
sewnd Igo. Zaitsev suggested that 4Lffi1. with the Idea of 42.M2 Kf7 43.Ke2 
Rh3. would have lead to a big advantage for Black. He is right. A typkal case of 
"over_thinking· the position. 

DIAGRAM IS. Bladl to Pby 

4L . .e41 
My seal� I1"I()ve and a ve,), bad one. Ouring the adj<>umment the whole of 

the American team <;ame to my aid. (ven Vkto. Kon:hnoi tried his hand as well 
Lots of cooks. but not enough broth. The posltion is a cold draw. I just couldn't 
believe that I had done it again. I had let the World Champion escape hom a lost 
position. Darnl 
41.Kcll e)+ 

ObvIously the e-pawn I. running 100 far ahead. The problem is that 4Lf5 
41.l1gg51 f444.l1gf5+ allows an immediate perpetual ched across the fifth rank . 
.. UCel Rfl 44-Rfl Ra 4S.Rb7 kl+ 46.1Ce2 kh 47.Kel RC1+ y...y. 

By the way. this was my second Olympiad. I have explained that in these team 
event. Individual norms should not be (QUnted. In tuo:eme. this was the .econd 
game in a series where I played with the black pieces in seven consecutive 
games. 

Again we return to tinares. 1983 and the worst tournament of my career. 

'" 



Chen Duels: My Games with the World Champions 

Anatcly needed a win in tilt final round to cakll and share first place with his 
co •• mtryman Bon, Spa..l:)r. Jh,t Soviet Ambassador to Spain was in the front row 
to watch the merriment I understood my 0WTl role perfectly well spoiler. 

co< 

Amrtoly �rpov. V;mer Seir3Wiln 
UniJreS, 1983 

Caro·Kann Defense 

T\Ito,se were the days when Anatoly played 1.e4. with the impervious attitudt 
of "Now the rest 15 just a fomlaHty of proving a forced win" His absolute belief in 
W"!1ite's advantage wa5 impressive. "WIn with Wlltte. draw with Black" was his 
fonnula for SUCCes5. A formula shared by many of his great predecessors. cJI 
course. 

From my S;Qf, of tilt table, I thougltt Black was just fine and was capa])H, of an 
ta>y draw agam.t 1.014; I enjoyed playing ifjiinst 1.C4; and only felt "under pres· 
,urt" against l.t4. There really I, somdhing to Bobby'. "1.e41 JIe:o;t by test" com· 
-"' 
1_c6 1.d4dS J.Ndl dxt4 4.Nxt4 BfS S.NIJ 1116 6.h4l 

I nott that Iht databases give the wrong move order of 6.Nt3 and evenlu.11 
transpo,;itlon. Anataly always played the main line5 straight and accurately. 
6 ... h6 7.Nf) Nd7 I.hS Bh7 '.BeI) hd) 10.Qxd) Qc7 

According to my scoreshtd Anatoty had usM a whole ,Ix ,!,Inutes to my one 
minillt. No doubt he was prepared to improve on our game from lucerne. Me 
'00. 
l1.8dl Nsf6 1l.C).()-Ori U.Ne4 Be71? 

An unusual choice. The commOTl IIne b 13.J).().(1 14.g3 NcS lS.NxcSlbcS. as 
mtntloned before. T\Ito, text is a definite improvement over t3 ... RdB�. but hardly 
better than tht mam Hne. II i, this combination of mO'o'e'i 10 ... Qc1 and 13_.6e1. 
whKh convmcffi. me that 10 ... Qc7 wasn't the best move and that 10_e6 was 
mOTe f'lt:xlblt. T\Ito, tempo _.QdB-<1 might besparedand be put to bette. use 

14.Nxf6+11 
5.eeldng to wrong·foot Black', pieces.. 

14._Bxf6 
T\Ito, proper reaptu'e, as 14._Nxf611 1S.NeSI gives White an ideal set·up 

lS.Qa4!C).()-OJ 
Suddenly, IS ... 0.0 16.g41 Iookffi. rather turbulent while the '1ueenside ap­

pearffi. positively tranquil. Al a peaceful person, I chose tranqwlity. 
16.Bf,,! fDIatIram 16) 

Stop and consider the diagrammffi. position for a momtm. White has. m my 
Voew. achieved an the advantages possible in this line. A kingside space edge, a 



AnotolyKofpov, 1975'1985 

near clampdown over the eS,s'luare and an advantag'""""S po-.;ilioning oJbishops 
(81ad's bishop might be more comfortably pl'Ked on the a·square). Vet for an of 
these plusses I'm perfectly happy with 81OKk's po-.;ition, 

16 ... QJlS l1J(bl Rhea 
Come and get mel 

11,8gJ1 
This type of_ is a KarjlO\l specialty. fine prOJlhyiactic play. whkh leaves It 

up to his opponent to find a plan, while also imp"ovIng hiS own options. The 
move ..... en receive'i il<; own moniker: "Karpovian." Okay, I'm game, let ou ton­
tinue. 
lI-QfSI 

Fir;t to stop 19.Qf4 when. in the words of Victor Kon:hnoi, 810Kk would ex­
perience "_.unpleilSant sensations._" Second. this invitation to an ending should 
be declined as BI'Kk's pieces stand well after the trade, SO I win a tempo_ 
19.Qe2 (Olill"ilm 17) 
19 ... bSI 

Bravely and well played. While . throut my king's shield fOTWards, I also grab 
space and give my king the b7 luft square. The text helps me control the «. 
square and by extenskm the dS-squaTf!. 
to_RIll!? 

I'm not reany sure what to "'gge.-t for White, and the text looks ilS good as 
anything. After 20.NeSII NxeS 21.dxes 8e7 I would be quite happy with my posi­
tion. The text hilS ideM of swinging the rook aero .. the third rank in cases like 
Nf3-eS and Rd3-f}, or at times to play for a,2-a4 and Rd3-;tJ, with a sudden attack 
on thequeenside 



Chtn Dutl" My Gomt' w,'th tht World Chompiom 

After my last m� a line like lO.Nel2 is attractive. aiming for d6, but my plan 
was to .acriflce an excl\a"9'" with Zo._Bxd41 21.�4 Nf611 11.Nd6+ Rxd6l3.Bxd6 
Qxflil. with a knight and two pawn. for t� TOOk. Also 2l_.tS!r leads to an Inter· 
e.ting middlegame position w�r .. t� d6-bi,hop makes a .tra� Impression. 
The te><t Introdutes such a maneuver without sacrifidng t� d4-pawn. 

DlAGRAMI1. Black to Play 

ZO ••• Nb61 
I wanted to stop t� possibility of NO-dl-e4-d6, and was happy to allow the 

game variation where I cede my bishop. 
Zl.NeS Bltesl H.BlleS 161).,41 Qh114.Bg3 Kb11 

I definitely felt good about this mov ... safely tUCking In my king. 
1S.RUU! 

Similar to my 19._b51. I liked thl. expansion as well. A<; before, I'm closing off 
avenues of attad< for White; foT In.tance, RdJ·a3 and �2-d2·aS Is taken away 
At th .. s.a� time, by adyanclng my a1·pawn to the aA-square, I'm securing the 
C4-square as well. What I mean Is that White will have to playb2-bl, tog,,;n con· 
trol �rthe C4·squar ... G.eatl ln thaI c'"'". I'n be "ble to pl"y ._Mxb3 and pote .... 
tially utflile the a-file. 
16_Qdz at! l1_f3 

It seems White has ma)(lmlled his position and so takes along this little flick 
just In cast the g4.pawn requires a little protection down the road. While White 
Is shoring things up and putting some polish on his position. this pause works 
fOl" me too. as I wanted tolmpr""e the situation ofmy queen. 
11 ••• 12111 11.Re4Qf7 H.QU IdSI )o.a) 

Ah, at last, a small concession with which I am content With this 1llO'Ie. I've 
now won control over the C4- and ds-square complexl 
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)O...Qd7 
Mission accomplish� my quet'n is back in play. At this momtnt I openN up 

peiKt nl'gatlatlons with an off.-r of a draw. (Throughout my caretor I ha�n't 
lik� offering draws. l'Ieast nate my draw offt� from this bc:K* ve�us those 
from my op�nts. I have normaltyoffered draws when trying to secure a tour­
nament success or bKaust I was .tally in bad physical shape, ... ualty bKause of 
1d·lag.) Anatoty poIitety declined my offer with Iht approved r�ponse "I like 10 
play." This I. really tht one and trut reason why I don'l like offering draws. Hav_ 
ing my advances for peace and universal brotherhood rejected/ lntolerablel 

In truth, I wasn'l unhappy with Anatoly's decision. In such positions I have a 
very small preference for the kmght over the bishop -think of a Ma�hall Gambit 
ending whtrt, a whole p<lwn behind an tht (jUet'nside, Slack draws easily Ihanks 
10 a powerful dS_lmight. My draw off" was based on tht pawn stTucture. which I 
lhought was solidly b;!.lanced. 
)LQdl Rell )2..11U 

White's l;ul two little re!reats weren'l �actly an admonishment for my draw 
offer. The three possibilities of 3Le5. 32 ... N« and my game choice slarted 10 
look attractive. 
12._1511 

An interesting attempt to mix Ihings up and catch Karpov off-gua.rd. I was 
afraklthat after 32_Nc4 33.8c31 1 wouldn'l have anatlltr chance 10 take advan· 
tage of the piKe position. 
n.Rd 

A r.ec�sary retreat A bad altemativt was 33.g><1S1 exfs, which helps me get 
rid of my �weakness and leaves Iht hS-p<lWII sitting like a SOft Ihumb. 
3J.-Qf1 34.110411 

An interesting judgment I thought A""toly should have played 34-801.5, to 
trade mino� and make a draw. But havingjU'it refused my kind. offeL. 
34, •• hc4 n.fxIl4g6 )6.Qel ph5 

I decided 10 piayfor "�fely: as 36.-.hd4 31.Rxeti Jb<d3 38.o<d3 Qf311 39.hxg6 
�ed like a line which. if it didn't go right, could easily go wrong 
37,Rxe6 Rldl 31.ph5 1tf571 

AI tht lime, this struck me as dev.-r since il drives lilt d}-rook b;!.d to the dl­
square to pretect the first rank. Now I realize Ihallhe d3-rook is actually mis_ 
placed and I'm helping White defend. So much for my clever zwisd>enlU9 - I 
should have played 38 ... hh5, at once, likely winning a tempo over the game 
)9.Rdl Rxh5 4O.Qe4 N115 41.1k5 

The ad;oumed position. 
41._Rhz IDiapam oj 

My sealed move. I went back to my roem to analyze the position and the more 
I Iook� the more pIe;ued I w;u. I had an e;uy draw. There w;u a knock on my 
door, and 1 went to answer it To my surprise it was Boris Spassky. He inquhed 
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about the position_ I told him it was a draw and he asked if I I1N<kd  hi' help. NO 
thank you. t answered. it wasn·t neQ5�ry. 

DIAGRAM II. Btad< to Pia)' 

42.1'1 
Baskally the only potential play in the position fof White is associated with 

Q.C4. when afte. the trade of the a·pawn for the bS-pawn. the M·pawn Is left 
unprotected. A happy thought for Anatoly. 0... the other hand, opening up the 
se.::ond rank I, suicidal. 
42.""54).Rh6 

Avoiding the nap 43.C41 bMC4 44.R><C4 QfH 4S.lkl Qbs (4S_.Qf2 46.Rc2 Ql«:2+ 
41.Q>o:2 Rlca 48.K)«2 Rh1 is a little better for Blad<)46.Ral1 Ncc3+1. winning. 
4) .. ..Rfz 44.Qel RdB 

White had a wn=te threat ofQel-aS. which would be unpleasant. The te><t 
intend<; to meet 4S_QaS1 with 4S __ RaSl. and a swift kick backwards. 
45.Qdl If) 46.Qel Yo-Yo 

Game drawn on Karpov·s pmposal. I was very happy to see the end of the 
eIIent. The final position is balanced. yet under different circumstances I might 
have played 46_Rf6 41.Rd6 Qd6. and COIItlnued the game. Black's king is per. 

fectly safe. and that is a passed hS-pawn In the position. A main line Caro-Kann 
play ...... pride and ioyl (Mo,al victories that overpower White', .idh move de· 
� special aWredation.) 

Our ne><t da55kal chess meeting was in Tilburg. It was Interesting how In the 
major events at linares and Tilburg. tOOe was Karpoy, and in the other majoT 
event in NiH;'::, there WM Kasparov. t bellelle this avoldaoce was deliberate by 
both men 
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Anatoty Karpov·Vasser Selrawan 
Tilburg. 1983 

Caro·Kann Defense 

1A4 d; 1.d4 ds J.Ndl d04 4.NlIe4 815 S.NgJ Bg6 6.1\4 h6 7.Nf3 Nel7 I.hs Bh7 
9-adJ BxdJ 1O.QxclJ Qc7 11.Bell Ngf6 ll.o-<l-Oe6 u.Ne4 ad6l1 (Diqram 19) 

DlACiRAM 89. White to Play 

Po. specialty line of mine that I've dabbled with on occasion. I'm quite aw;u-e 
that it can't be a good Idea to give up the good bishop for a mere �nlght. but ;n 
the cTucial line that tests my whole concept Wllite has to ma�e a pawn sacrifice 
and l want� to take It. 
14.Nxd6+ QxcI6 15.QeII 

White has a la.� numbel of ChoiCH, including 15.Rh4, 15.C4 and 15.Kbl, but 
I conslde., having studied this position In depth for oveT a decade. that this is 
White's best. 
U ... Qd5 16.Kbl NxhS 

The pawn sacrifice referred to earlier. Either It Is �ef}' blave 01 foolish to ta�e 
it. Since I played It, let's go with the forme., as it WM, after all, the position fOl 
which I was aiming. Po. more circumspect 19otta love that word) choice was 
16 ... Qe4. offering White a slightly .... perlor endgame. 
l7.NeS "''' 11.f3 

How swed, a pawn to the good. Unfortunately, it i5 the type of sweet that can 
cause you to choke and, without a timely Heimlich maneuvellO un·bloc� the 
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pao;sage, asplly><iatlon Can result. So _ uOOerstar>d t� remedy: return th� pawn 
w�n necessal)'. How to continue? 
lI_bSn 

Stin part of my preparation. I win reh"n the pawn, but On my term •. I could 
alsotl)' a "wipe-out" varialion to vacuum pteces offlhe board: 18._Qlcd411 19.1l1:3 
Qc5 20.Nod7 Nod7 21.hg7 RgB n.lbh611 (22.8d4 Qb5) 22-.0-0-0 23.Bf4 (23.�3 
QeS) H_.Nb6, with what I thought w.u a -.mall" plus for White, I rejected thi, 
line because I wanted I(arpov to P'OYIe hls compensation afte. the te><l. 
!i,14IRI' 

A very Plovocativt: and dangerous mOYIe. I fully understood th;!.1 t"m playing 
with the, but I believed in the basic soundness of my position and didn't want to 
return my f:Klra pawn. Yet. 

TM te�t a'lCids t� 94-gs thlf:at at the cost of losing klngs\de castling prioIi­
l�s loot that this was a trump to be used) and, more importantly. badly mis­
pladng my Took. A worse choicf: was 19 ... Rf8. which would only f:ncourage a fu­
turf: Bd2-b4, with tf:mpo. MCreoW'r, thf: bail-oui varlalion, 19_Nb6 20.g5 Nfd7 
2l.gxh6 gxh61? 22.Bxh6 NC4 23.14, wasn't what I was hOJling for, as .. w returned 
my pawn and White slill has pres.u .... 1 had stopped. analyzing hf:re, but surpris­
ingly with 23 ... Nd61 Slack'. !i"me isn't so bad, .u thf: h6-bishop is temporanly 
pinned to t� ht_look and 8lack has ideas Hkf: ._Nd6-fS and _.QdS-e4, offf:ring to 
t.ade quef:ns 

If the text w.u Plovocative. I .eally couldn't bring myself to play my OIhe. 
prepared line. 19 ... Rh7. for fear of being laughed at by my colleagues and pel' 
haps neon:r being invited back to Tilbulg again. 

In any case, now th;!.t thost: worries are out of the way. lf:t me explain why I 

!i"w 19_.Rh7 seriou, conside.ation. In the fio,t placf:, _ und ... stand that the 
thlf:at of g4"9S, winning bad a pawn, cempel.thf: h8·rook to rnOYle. Whf:.eWTit 
mo\If:S, it is nOi 9"ing to be _11 placed. Onf: bad square (h7) is as depressing as a 
second bad square (gB). Thereforf:, _ h,we to ask "What are t� 'plillises' of 
19_Rh7r Surprisingly, they are nUlTlO!rous. In the first plac<!. from the h7·square 
Whltf: is strongly dis«lUfaged from playing 94",]5. which opens up t� h.mf: and 
Nberates thf: rook. 5e<:ond1y, with a futule ... g7"']5 01 -97"']6. the (7-pawn is pro­
tected. maldng queenside <;.utling possible. Fin.ally, and thi, was the thing that I 
found most attractive. Skid, con <:TOW' with hi� kin9 to the Aingside toon/<5 te the 
protmton of the h7-fOOl. 

let US look at a sample line, 19 .. Rh7 W.R�l (as in the game) 10 ... l(fBI 
2t.81>4.+ Kg.8 22.b3 (trying to tal<e advantag.eofthedS-Queen) 21_.Nb6 13.G4 bXG4 
24.i»cG4 QdB 2S.N�c6 (winning back the pawn) 25._Qc7 with a fine poslt;()n for 
Slack. White actually has to be careful. slncf: 26.Ne5� 1!b8 is alleady an advantage 
(ClI Siad. SUlprise! 

Give the preposte.ous-Iooking 19 ... Rh7 a glance. and if you find a refutation 
dlOJl me a line. With hindsight of course, I I�et that I didn't try the Variation. 
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wnile Wl"iting this ba!:*. I watched an absolutely fant;utic game between 
Russia's Marazevich and france's ugl'ave. The players reached the f�lawing po. 
sition after wnite's 27th move (Dia..-_ 90): 

Alexander Morotevich-Maxime Vachier lalTave 
Biel,2009 

DIAGRAM 90-BIKtI ta .... y 

Z7 • .Rh711 21.hl Id 2'.QI<I:6 EId4 )O.Kd2 Ql<bl Jl.Qc4+ Kh!I J2.KdJ a5 JJ.Q<I 
QaJ+ J4-Ke4 bJ )5..cxb) a4 )6.Rbl Qb4 )7.Qc4 Qb7+ )1.Qd5 Qbl 19.Qc4 Qd2 
40.114 U 41.Qf7 Qc2+ 41.Kd5 Q<5+ 4).K_4 U 44-Rn uQ 45.RI<I:5 11<1:5 46.Qd5 
Qel+ 47.KdJ Qdl+ 48.K« QI<d5+ 4,.KxdS Ba) so.lfS "II 51.1(05 Rhl 52.Kd5 
Nh7 51.ph7+ Kf7 S4-1p. Kf6 55.'4 In 56.15 Bd2 57.Kd6 IIll 51.KII7 Ibl H.KC7 
KU 6O.Kd7 113 6l.Kc:6 Kd4 61.Kc7 K() 6J.Kd7 Kbl 64.Kd6 KxbJ+ 65.Kd5 Bb2 
M.Kd6 Bf6 67.Ke5 Kc3 68.Kd6 Kd4 69.Kc6 RdI 70.Kb6 KdS 71.Kc7 Kc5 72.Bf7 ,5 
13.fq6 Rel6 74-BeI Be5 75.Kb7 Rb6+ 76.Kc:1 Kd6o-1. 

What a fantastic mav .. flam the diagrammed position. Of cauTSe. Slack is in 
desp.-rate ,trait., and nfiH.ity i. the mathN of inv .. ntlon. If lagrave could play 
the absurd ... RhS·h1, then many years earlier I should have dane the same. 
HI.Rh,uJ Nb6 (Dia .... m '1) 21.b31 

6efure the te)(f we were stin in my p!"eparatlan. I canfess t simply underesti· 
mated the strength of this J'O'Wrful quiet move. 

My focus had been on twa forting line.: 2tJ4 Nfd7 22.1511 (a helpful mavoe) 
2LN�eS 23.d�eS Qc41 24.1),:e6 (24.Qfl 0-0-0) 24-.Q/oe21 2S.eMf7+ Klof7 26.Rxe2 
Ke6 (26 __ Rge8). when I'� -returned" the uta pilwn an my terms. The resulting 
position may offer wnite a plus, but Black h;u an attractive blochde and. most 
importantly. it w;u this position I wanted. 
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DIAGRAM 91, White to Ph.,. 

Another hoped-for f<m:ing line was 2l,gSn hxgS 22.BxgS, which o"tlcaily 
1001«; !tfong for WhItt, His pieus all! ail vt.rywell po.ted and he is • .. 'OPf'ning up 
tht position for his bettt. dtvt.\ope<i anny, .. " That tomment can bt read In tvt.ry 
instructional ttlrtbool< for �nntr to exptrt. Tht problem is that. in tht par_ 
lanu of baseball, the line simply whiffs and stnl<tS Ollt afttr 22 ... Nfd7 23.f4 ffi 
24.QhS+ KdS 2S.Bh4 Kt7, when Whitt is ldt tmp1y-handed, 

Sinct ntither of Ih� foning lines wonied me, I was pleased to defend Ill)' 
whole wncept of play beginning with 13 ... Bd&, risking the capllJll! of the hS' 
pawn and challenging KarpOll to prO\le his compensation. 

Moreover, I didn't think that White could play the po.ition quietly because 
Black has many ways of Improving his position. For example, 21.8Cl might �m 
reasonable, although I don't know what it does: 2l ... Nfd7 22.Rd3 (ldrne comment 
as befort) 22 ... Rf8, and, if allowed. to continue unmolested. Black wm castle 
queenslde with a safe king. It was actually this quiet line, where tht defensivt. 
m� ... Rg8-f8 could be played, that attracted me to 19 ... Rg8 and not 19 ... Rh7. 

The lelrt, on the other hand, k quite di\oComforting and considering my reply 
fOKed me to change my evaluation sharply. Besides t;tleing away the «·squall! 
in the �ne seen in the fITS! paragraph, the text prepares Bd2·b4 and c2·C4, when 
Black is routed foUt and furiously. The f)-pawn isn't the only bil.ttering·ram in the 
position. Suddenly I didn't feel so good about my position. much like the cat after 
swallowing the canary. 
l1_,Qd6 

Not tht squall! of my dreams. but something had to be done. White's Sd2·b4 
and Cl-<4 are coming fasl and I have to get out of tht way. 
22.'41 



NOw the timing fur this m� Is really stroog. 
22-.Nfd71 

Anatoly Karpov, 1975-1985 

OI<ay. my love for the po.ltion has"", Its bloom, but thl> pushes me from the 
heat ;nto the flame. I'm not happy, but 22 ... QC7 was Tl«essary. defend;ng the f7. 
pawn and p.eparing to flee q�nslde. WhIte has three a1:tr"acti� lines of play: 

a) 23.fS71 ().O.o 24.fl<e6 f><ef:i 2S.6a5 RdS! reveals a ,,,,,,moo tactical motif In 
the Caro-Kann. Blac1<:. dS·rook gets out of the pin and prevlents (2-«. thanks to 
the sideways hit oIl the as·bishop. White has ucenenl oom�nsation but no 
fOlUdwin. 

b) n.Qf3 (H).() 24.Nl<c6 Rd6 and White has won back his pawn. but the posi· 
tion isn't much of a problem fOl" Black as the d4-pawn is hanging. 

c) H.gSI was what frightened me away: 21._hxgs 24.bgs NfdS 25096 (2S.C4 
bl<C4 26.bl<C4 NM might be good fOl" White. but at least I'd get in a tidle 01" two) 
2S ... f6 26.Nf7 (preventing queenside escapes) 26...Qe7 27.Qg4 Kd7 (Dlagrilm 91). 

ANAlYSIS DIAGRAM 92. White tol't.y 

I "",de a �ry ser\o\ls errOl" of judgment assessing this analy:sls diagram posl· 
fun. I thought it was temble when actuany Black has good defen.1v<! chances. In 
any case. 1l ... Qc1. was forced. 
23.fS NRS 14.c1xes Qc5? 

Another mistake. When it rains It pours. AJTeady I didn't see a satisfactory de­
fense. The -obviou.- 24 ... Qe:7 2S.Qe4 (threatening Ild2-b4) 2S_.NdS 26.(4 bl<C4 
17.bl<C4 RD8+ 2S.Kill QaJ 29.Rbt looked ho�less. while after the fo:med move 
24...QC71 25.8as RdS 26.Qe4, t stoppedloo;;ing and missed 26 ... RdS..:I.S. aoommon 
tactical motif in the Caro-Kann. Oem't get me wrong. I do not recommend the 
position after 24. .. Qc71, but It was the right way to put up resistance. After the 
te><t t land in a km root; ending. 
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DIAGRAM 9). Blato P1�)I 

Simple and very powffi'ul. 
26._QH5P 

My co1lap$e i� (QTTlplett and I �pe<ed White along in hi� winning task. The p0-
sition i� lost. but 26_Qe1 was ntctsl<1.ry. 
H.Bxbfi 

At tht bOilrd. thi� was tht lTIO\Ie I ftared the most. as it forces a winning tech· 
niu.t ending that Karpov handles flawlessly. After the game. it was pointed out 
that 27.Qdlt. would have WOI1 tht 9'lme faster. Soth players saw the win that 
was played in tht game and Karpoll unhtsltatingly grabbed it. I don't blame him. 
One win per 9'lme Is all that is needed. 
H ••• Qxel ll.Rxel lXb6 l9.Rxe6+ Kf7 )O.Rxc6 R&da n.Rf1+1 KII Jl.Rf51 

Well played. No doubt 12.Rxb6 Rd4 3}.RKbS Rxg4 14.a4 i5 good for White as 
well, but In that case I'd � haW)' too as I'd have a few passers of my own. ThO:' 
text preparrs to meet ... Rd8-d4 with 94-115, nol allowing me (Onnerted passers. 
J2....Rdl+ 

�\ping White gain a tempo or two in a rook ending. Sut lLRd4 ll.gS hS 
14.gl:i1 1 judged to � hopeless. 
JJ.1Ch2 Rll 34.Rl<bSt R",4 )5.Rab6! 

Everything is nittly flowing for KarpOll and he is on a real roll. ThO:' extra pawn 
is very meaningful as Whitt's king Is marvelously protected and thtre are no an· 
noying checks. 
)5 ••• " 

A pretty pathetic advance in a race that should � a sprint. 
36.RbI+ RKbI 37.1.1>1+ KI7 n.M Re4 39 ... 5 lle7 4O.Mi Kf6 41.104 15 42.b5 Ra7 
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4)Jtbk 1-0 
, didn"t want to lose a pawn after 41_.Kf5 #hh6. 100 ' dedded to giv.e the 

struggle a rest. 

True. this game might not go down in a collection ofKarpov's absolute best 
games, but think. about this: with n.b3! he essentially .eMed my opening 
preparation OVeT the boa.d to sec:ure an advantage, he played flawlenly in the 
middlegame and then he showed peTfecl endgame technique. To my mind. this 
was vintage Ka.poY at his very best. I'd like to flatte. myself and think. that was 
what it took. for him to beat me_ With the eMception of move H, when he had a 
thoiote of wins, give his moves another glan<:e and tell me if any of them deseTves 
a second guess_ ' don't think. 100_ His play in this game made a deep imp'6sion. 

The last classical game thai we played while Anatoly WaS the 12lh World 
Chess Champion WaS at the 1984 Phillips & Drew event in london. ' had won OUT 
game at the same tournament two years earlie., when I had White. It felt good to 
hav.e White on<:e again after the run of BIacIc caro-Kann games. 

YiKM!r Seirawiln-Aniltoly Kilrpov 
london, 1984 

Catalan Opening 

1.d4 Nf£ !.c41flfi ).1)11 
Not my usual choke in this position. frankly, ' was out of ideas as 10 how to 

meet Karpov's usual Queen's Gambit 0e<:1ined.. as well as the Queen's Indian De· 
fense. At the time, ' had  an idea in the catalan Open variation. which is what 
Karpov p<eferred to play. 
3.�dS 4-Nf3 Be7 S • .,Z 0-0 6.0-0 dxC4 7.Qat at; I.QItt4bS ,.Q<Z Bb7 10.Bf4 

And this was the big deal. At the time White was having a very hard. if not 
Impossible, iob of proving an advantage. Many ideas, including 10.BgS, lO.Bdl. 
IO.NO and 10.Nbdl. had been unsU«essfu11y tried. The texthada diffe.ent spin; 
I'd allow or rather encourage a trade on the f4·square, so that after the re<:apture 
gld4. I take firm coollol over the eS·square. Best of all. I had been successful 
with this idea In IoOme of my games. 
10 .. ,8d6l1 

No one had played this move against me befOfe. Ev.el)'One had played lO ... NdS 
lLNbdl!? Nd4 1l.gd4 Nc6 13.Nb3 Nb4 14.Qdl, when my doubled pawns aren't 
100 bad. and most importantly "ve hampe.ed the tibe.ating ...(7-cS, which is so 
vital in thisva.iation. 

One "wipe-out" line that I had prepared went 10 __ Nc6 11_Nbd2 NMd4 12_NMd4 
Bxgl 13.Nxe6 fxe6 14.kJ<g2 NelS 1$.BeS Nb4 16.Q>ct1 QMd2 17_Q>ce7 QdS+ IS_Kg1 
Qxe5 19.Qlcb4 Qxe2 2O.RaeL with a better ending fQTWhite 
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n ..... ' 
hwmtially continuing with my pre·game notions. but there reany is a ques· 

tion as to wheth�r the diS-bishop is so wen placed. and both 1LBg5 and 11.Bd2 
had to hi! considered. 
lL_Bxf4 U.gxf4 NbcI7 n..,) Rtl 14.b4! (Dlqn,m !I41 

At this momoent I was \'!ery happy with the outcome ofthe opening. Getting in 
b2-b4 meant that I had put the kibosh on .• c7<5 farever and could look foTWalds 
ta gnawing against B�'s c-pawn fOI" ages ta come. Interestingly, while I con· 
sidered the position to be greatly to my advantage, Anatoly disagrNd, pointing 
out that he controlled squares too. 
U ••. Nb6 15 ... 1 P 16.lIf<:1 ad5 

With his last few moves, Anatoly boukafly puts up a wan and says. "An right. 
What are )'Ou going to do/"" 
17."511 

A tough move to <;rltici�e. It looks and �ls good. but the timing is likely 
wrong. With hindsight I would like to take this rrocove back. Today, I would play 
17.Qdll. with �al ��planations for the imprOYlemoent. Firstly. I must be awa� 
that my dOllbled ,.pawns do have a drawback: my king's palace has holes. So 
lll<71Ies that don't fomfy the kingside should be looked at asl!aroce. 5«oOOly, my 
queen, while nice, rlUds a better tole. I need to double rooks on thl! c·flie as 
quickly as pos.ible to tie Black down to the defense of the a·pawn. Lastly, thl! 
lll<71Ie Nf) .... 5 nud. to be played, but I should prepare that leap by first playing 
Qd1·fl, and only thoen Nf) .... 5. After a g2·bi.hop trade I can "'capture with my 
queen and lord OYler the long diagonal. 

Another way to think about the po-;ltlon k as fonows: what can Black do to 
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improve his position/ Yes, he might find .. .QdB-e1 and ... RfB·dB to offe. modest 
imp1'ovements. but he has a p.obiem finding a long·term plan. On the othe. 
hand, t haw. a very dear and straightfofward plan: double roob on the ,;·file, 
'<'POsition my queen to the Iong·diagonal (hI-a8), play Nf)-eS. then sit upon and 
ma.h Black to death. Admittedly, thl. final .tage is a little Ies. conc:.ete than the 
p.eliminary .teps, but you get the idea. 
17 .. ,Bxs1 l'.Kql Nfd5 19.Qe4 bill 

It I • •  !."ngt'. I .ealty didn't know what on earth Anatoly would pl"y. I was al­
ready cruising at my most optimistk best. I have fantlrtic conuol Oller the 
queen.lde squa.es and I didn't I-t'e a way for him Oul ofthe bind SoTm'how, with 
!tie !eKl Anatoly man"ged to mt'smerile me and ronvin(e mt' that _.a6-aS might 
one diiy become " !tnea!. In another life, perhaps he rould charm cobras. 
2O.Nl:6Qd71LN.l51 

Good grief! What nonsense. I take my beautifully centlaliled es-knlght and 
reroute it to the stupid as-square/ What was I thinking/ No idea. Afte. the no,­
mal ll.Khl Ne8l? 2l.Qg2 NaT B.N�e1" QxeT 24.Nb) I po-eferWhite's positioo. 
n ... Ndl U.xhl Nd' H.QgZ Khll 

While it may appear that neitl-.eT pLaye. has come up with an tffKtIw. plan, 
Analoly is doing nothing bdter than I "m doing .0. l"lle text is part of a well· 
concealed pI"n to open up 1i� on the kingslde. Of course, 1'¥Ie done a fine ;ob of 
ellCouraging this by putting my as-knight well out ofpLay. 
24.1k5 ReI! 15.M1 

An acIo:now1edgmenl that bad. things win happen if the kingside is ripped 
open. The te><t seelo:s to shore up my king', defenses. I'm being outplayed. "nd the 
adl/ilntage has swung. 
15 ... QI!1 26.",315 Z7.Ndqf6 l1,Rac:1 15 Z9.fq5 Q>l15 (Diacn,m 95) 

DIAGRAM 9S. Whiteto PI.Iy 

m 
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)O.RKdSll 
A dtfens� combination ba�d on an OIIe�ight. I WM becoming concerMd 

about Black's budding threats and thought an el«Change sacrifice WIluld lake 
care of my problems. While 30.Nes f4 31.exf4 Qd4 WIluld be a tittle better fOT 
Black. there really wasn't that much to WIlrry abouL Indeed. 3O.Qf31 RatS 31.QhS 
is roughly even. 
lo... ... KdS JLQ_dS 

Thk was not my Intended follow·up. I thought I had time to play 31.f4 first 
and thtn to capnue the dS·pawn. In thatCll.�, the fS'pawn is fi><ed and I hal/e a 
mighty eS'squa,e for my cfi·knight and, In my view, excellent compensation. 
Now I aWlll<!: to my problem. If 31.f4 Qh4! 32.QxdS? Rxg31 wins a ,,",ce and the 
game. How embarrassing. I WIluld not have made the exchange sacrifice if I 
didn't think that 31.f4 could be played. Suddtnly. my confidence sufferN a blow. 
31-f41 

This simple rn<;IVIe makes all the differtnce in the WIlrld 61ado: promptly fOTees 
a queen trade to lake away any dangerous chedo:s. 
n.QJI15 RxI5 n ... xf4 11&4 )4.Ne5l 

This mistake 'eally does land me in serious t'ouble. I was forced to play 
34.Ne21 whtn Black could make an immediate draw with 34. .. Ne4 35.Rfl Nell 
36.Rdl Nt4. if he likes. Black shouldn't become too frisKy, though. For example. 
34.Ne2 RagS 3S.Nes Rg2 36.Rfl Ne411 31.Nfhl WIluld be embanasslng. 
)4.hRxf4 n..llIel bfli )6.Rdl Ne41 

Wen pla)"'d. Thanks to my mhstep, AnalOty has seized his chance £0. the ad· 
vantage. To make matters WIlr�. I had only one minute for the 4O-mOlle time 
control. 
37.0 Nxe5 U.ms btl 39.�Rxal flMcrarn 16) 

DIAGRAM ,6. Whimto Play 



Anoroly /(orpov, 1975-19B5 

4O_Nf51 �1 
The dramatic last � of time <:Ontrol l wasn't sure if the roo� ending after 

4Q.Rxf51 4LRdllf- Kg1 42.e1 ReS 43.e8oQ he8 44-tOte8 Rb} 4S.Ra8 Rxb4 46.RKa6 
wao; lost o. not, beuu:;e after 46,_.Rbl my �ing is (Onfined to the first ran� while 
Blad's king can wander freely_ After the te)(\. I don't give Anatoly .. second 
d1a1la for that ending. 
41.Rdl] Rf) U .... h6 

The ilIIjourned position. 
42 . .J!el 4).Rc'1 Ref8 44.RI4I 

This is a mu.ch different rook ending. Now Black', king Is cut off and White's 
�ing is actiye. Adjoulnment analysis confirlMd an easy draw. 
44-.J!Jf6 45.Nf7+ Rlxf7 46,uf7 Rxf7 47.K121 

CeTtainly there Is no r .... 'on tofear a king and pawn ending. 
47 ••• 1tf6 4I.Ki3 h6 49,Rf4 R&6+ 5O.KII4 Rd6 51.Rf7 Rd4-t 52.lh5 1txb4 5).Ra7 Yo-'/> 

After 51_Ra4 54.Kg6I, th.eatening mate, 81ad< i, rorced to repeat wnh 
54._l1g4+ 55.Kh5 Ra4 S6.Kg6 0rgive up his a6·pawn. 

Another annoying game where my opening preparation calM to nothing. 
Worse still, I obtained what I (Onsidered to be a favcrable position, only to be 
comprehensively outplayed. In the end I managed a narrow escape. 

So our classical chess toumalMnt score ends with one win, one loss and four 
draws while Anatoly was World Champion in the 1915·1985 period of his ca�r. 
Considering his place at the top of the chess hierarchy, this Is a pretty good score; 
but considering the position. t had, I considered this was a terrible result. 

Rapid Chess GamH 
In 1982 the.e was a television ",oduction event called TV World Cup �$.It was 
a joint effort between a Hamburg. Germany·based television than�l and the 
BBC. The games were played in Hilmburg while the pia),,:," did the ·post­
",oduction" WOI'� or "voio:e-(llle,," at a SBC studio in the UK. I think this post_ 
production worlc was done in Bristol, but I'm not ceriain. The games were not 
HO-rated, as they were pIa)":'d at .. tim,....(Ontrol of 60 minutes pel pia)":" for the 
whole 9ame {a maKimum two·hour galM). 

Anatoly l<arpoll was the winner of the event. defeatin9 Boris 5pass�y in the Fi· 
nal l,!>-,!> and he ,wept me in the poe�minal;"s 2-0. One part of this event nl al. 
ways remember: the flight from Hamburg to the UK. As fate would halle it. Anatoty 
and I endtd up seated next to one another. Aftrr the flight took off and settled 'nto 
cruising altitude we were Informed that a snadl1uoch se.vU would soon be 
16Ved. Suddenly, it seemtd like an �knt opportunity to malle a confession. 

I started the conversation with a gfeat deill of trepidation. "Anatoly, I'm sorry 
to say that I ha� a confession to make." 

Anatoly immediately objected: "Confes;!;ionl SUfely not. You have nothing to 

n, 
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besorryfor" 
At this point I understood that Anatoly may ha� been thinking of my having 

assisted Victor Koru"'oi during hi� 1981 match. "Well. )IOu'� probilbly c0m­
pletely folgotten the incident already ... But we once plilyed bridge and. ....... n. 
Larry and 1 fi><ed a hand.. .. 

Anatoly was immediately up to �peoed and 'ight on topic. His 'taction was 
completely une�pected. ·Oh my! Thanl<)IOu so mud! £0, telling me. You know. 1 
had nightmares for months about that hand .. " 

ViI»et" Selrilwilo-ARiitoly Karpov 
1St matchgame, Hamburg TV (rapid). 1982 

Queen's Gambit Declined 

LNf3 Nf£ l.<:4 e6 U«3 dS ........ Be7 S ... S h6 6.8h4 0-0 7.Re1 b6 •• OOS NxdS 
9.NxIIS odS 1O.1bto!1 Qxel 1Lg1 .... ll.Rd fU6 tJ.Qa4 

Reprating the variation played in the game I won. Anatoly came prepared 
with a �ry powerful nowlty. 
tJ_.bSI 

At the time • •  wa�n't oonvlnced that this � wa� very gooxI. but aftrr a 
g'eat deal of analysis I'm imp'essed. All my efforts to rrtute the mo� went no­
whe'e. and It seem� to be fine. The,rtore n.Qa4isn·t ;iS strong ;iS I thought and 
should probably be ,eplaced with 1).r), with a roughly balanced po$ition. 

1 didn't want to publish my analysis and be ao:cused of -�ing up an oppo­
ntnl.- whkh might have been a fair charge had I annotated the game. Instead. 1 
... t On my analysk and �han� it he.r for the first time. 
14.Q,ooSl 

The firsl poinl to be made is that 14.Q�bSl lIb8is just flat·out bad fOI White. 
Aftel the game. my attention wa� drawn to 14.Qc2!. whidl l w.onglythought 

favored White. The idea is to plevent ... <7-<5. quidly complete my development. 
and then to takr advantage of Black"s chronk queenside weaknesses as wen as 
the off�lde a6--knlght. It an sounds good. but concrete analysis doesn't show an 
advantage. Black plays 14-.<51 anyway, the very move I had hoped to pre-vmt. 
The line ..... ms pretl)' rtralghtforward: HAxcS Nb4 16.Qd2 (16.Qdl and 16.Qbl 
ale JXI'�ible but look less trustworthy) tILQe41 H.a)11 QbH 11.Qdl (ll.lIc1/ 
Nd)+1 is Black', trick) 18_.Qxb2 19.Qb) Q�b3 20.Rxb3 /<K6. with an equal game. 

The p,oblrm with the text is that Black now has a forced draw. at the least. 
and I faU right into Analolf� opening preparations 
14. •. Qe41 iDbJr"m 91) 

A �ry na�ty move to face. Note that through inclusion <:If the move _b&-bS. 
this queen ... ny is po$�ible. If BLack m.mediately plays lJ._Qe41 then 14.N<l2t 
Qxh1 15.Qxe8+ ;s to Whitr'� advantage. 



Anofoly Korpov, 1915-19B5 

lS-lCd! 
White has no choke, as there is a IhTNI of _.Qe4·bH. With Ihe 10''''- White 

plans Rc3·e3. a thr .... t of Il1Y own In anycase, lS.lCd2 seemed to be the only 1TlCM!. 
15 •• Jte61 

PIa� nearly instanlly. Now I undentood that I had really fanen into Ihe stew. 
16.b) 

Thl'rr dldn"t .....,m 10 hi! much choice. I want to capture on bS and SCUnybilCk 
with my queen. Afte. the !l"me, Analoly offrred 16.b4 as an altrmal�. 
16....1>4 11.Re) Qbl ll..Rx.t; Qbl+ 19.1Cdi lH61 

Black has a perpetual whomever he wants. Thr altrmalm r«apturr. 
19_.fxe6?! 20.r31. would £orer Black 10 take the perpetual. as 2O ... Q><f2 2l.Nd21 
may start to favor White. 
2O.Qu6Qah H.lCdl QcJ+ 21.Kdl IfSI 

Still t<"lting. The perpetual chec:k isn·1 going away. 
U.He11 RbI 

further testing. 
14.QulIRb6 

Last 1<"It.Answer correctly and it is a perpetual check. 
U.rll 

Wron9 an.wer' I was klrced 10 conlinue 25.QaS+ 1Ch7 26.QKdS QaH 21.Kd2 
QcH when Analoly told"..., he Intended to lake the perpetual. 
25_R<6I 

Winning on the .pot. My failure to capture the dS·pawn pr� fatal, as we 
.hall see In a moment. 
26..1k4 Qal+I 17.lCd Qb2+! 1I.lCdl 



Ch�n Du�'$' My Gom�$ with th� World Chompiom 

There is no esca�. 28.Kfl 8113+ 29.K91 Qdl and 18.Kfl 8e4+ both win. 
ZI . ...dKC Zt.Qd+ Kh7 JO.Qxc6 <)1 1).1 (t)iIsram til 

DIAGRAM ta. Whit .. to Play 

Nicely done indeed. hcellent preparation by Anatoly. whkh goes 10 show 
how formidable his homewor� was. 

This game,as well as the ��t one. stude in my craw for a tompld�ly different 
reason, Analoly annoUted both games for Ihe Chel� Informont. I considered Ihis 
a �ind of sacrilege. !n lhose days. the publication was a near bibloefor pla�'s and 
t,"", games that appeared in the Informant were all "dasskal games" of the 
world's very best players and best events. The games played in Hamburg �re 
"rapid games· and gave Inforrnont readers a false Impression. Put another way. I 
considered these to be "exhibition games for the TV program" that �e un­
rated. Had I won. I wouldn't have annotated them. 

By the way. in his InJonnont notes. Anatoly showed that had I played the suo 
perior lS.Qa8+ Kh7 16.QxdS. he could haYe done better than to take the perpet­
ual chec� with 16 ... Qal. 17.Kdl Q><a2+1 28.Ke} Re6+ 19.Kf3 8e4+. with a superior 
position fOI" Black. The tonclusion is that after 14.QilS' I was practically lost. 

After the a� setback. in order to qualify I would have to win with the Black 
pieces. A tall order. 

Anirtoly Kilrpov-Va"er 5eirawan 
2nd matchgame, Hamburg TV (rapid), 1982 

Queen's Indian Defense 



Aflatoly Karpov, 1915-1985 

At the time this ga1m' was played, the teld was all the rage for White.. 
6.,.c5 

The mostcombiltive.After 6 ... 8bl l.Bg2 8<'4 S.Qb) B.d2+ 9.B.d2 White would 
have the lwo bishops to show as an o�ning pIll'>. Morl! importantly, the ,,'Suit­
ing position hardly 9i� Slack a chance to mix things up. 
1.MI 

otherwise the line would ma�e no sense. For instance. after 7.8g2 � Blad 
has smooth development and an exc:ellent game. 
1_.010:\4 I.U Ng8 

The circumspect moYe. The "",in line .an S_.Bb1 9.Bg2 (9.exf6? Qxf6) 9_.N94 
10.0-0 Qcl I10._Nc61 u.h31) 11.Re1 Nc6 U.h3 Nh6, with a sharp 9i'me. Suspect· 
ing thilt Anatoly would be better p.epa.ed than I was in this main line. t chose 
thetexl 
UI� Nc6 1O.G-O.Np1 1u3 

Grabbing the two bi.ho",. ! ho�d 10 mi. thing. up and create a mess after 
1I.Nt4 Ng6 12.8gS QP 1).a) Bfall. which when I look a! it now.urns rully pro­
vor:.atlve. In any case. considering my tournament .ituatlon, .uch a line had to be 
t.ied 
11_.lI>Id2 U.Bxd2 b5113.cxbS!1 

Unexpected I thought Anatoly would go fo, a po$i!lonal grip by 1).CS b411 
14.Rf'el bxa3 lS.Rxa3 BbS 16.Qe4 d3. with a small plus for White. 
1)H.8xb5 14.Rfn d3 (DiaB ..... 99) 

DlAGRAM".Whlteto� 

I was satisfied with the outC01m' of the o�ning. fo< the moment I'm a pawn 
;thead. a very good thmg Indeed, with good squares foI" my pieces. In prindple. I 
would have preferred not to advanu: my d4-pawn, but therl! was a problem with 

'" 
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my bs-bishop. 14...0-0 IS.<l41 8;06 16_b41 gives White th!! initla1jyf" but if I stopthi5 
plan with 14._as, thtn lS.QcSI is a double hit a!r';mt my bS-bishop and d4-pawn. 
u.QbJ Rbi 16Jte411 

Frankly, the purpose of this � was lost on me_ I WiU immenal in the �no! 
16.a41 Ba6 17.Q;iJ �S 18.Ng5. trying to figure out which White threat worrifd 
me the most: Bg2xd5 and b2·b4, or NgS-e4. heading for the d6--square. Tho! te",­
!-eemed to get in the way of White's compensation, SO I took advantage of the 
opportunity to squirrel away my king. 
1'-. .. 0-.01 

Very bad timing and almost de.efVing of a .ewnd qUe'Stion mark. I should 
have sewred the queomslde first by 16 ... a51, when Black has an excellent posi. 
tion. Now Anatoly has his chance to pounce. 
11.a41 1b6 11.QO Nf5 19.1'41 

This sequence of � makes an the difference, and the initiative is now 
firmly in White's han<.h. 

l!i1 ... dS 
dearly, I cannot anow b4'bS, dosing off the protection of the d)-pawn. 

lO,Rf41 8c41 n.bs Hee7 (OJacr"m 100) 

DIAGRAM 100. White to I'I.y 

OM of those positions where Anatoly's jIldgmm was far superior to my own. 
As a FfI�nch Defense player, I thought I was doing "all right." I'm still a pawn 
ahead and, with _Noe7-g6 and ... f7.{6. thing. might 9" swimmingly in my direc­
tion. But it is White to mow and Anatolyfind. an Impresslv<! """uence. 
1l.g4!"" l).RoI4l 

It is ironk. I played 8.-Ng8 just to avoid a line where my knight would be rna· 
rooned on the h6·s"uare. The d4·rook in the middle of the board makes a 

'" 



strange impre.slon but is uNluailable. 
n ... Ng61 

Anotoly l(orIWv, J975-J985 

further bad timing. Thi. move realy doe. nothing to improve my game. Tht 
best line was B ... ai), brea�ing up the queenside team and trying to uti1i>;e my 
bB-rooie. ,fWhite goes fOf the �ing.ide with 24.Qct KhS 25.B�hi) g�h6 2i).Q�h6, I 
have plenty of defensive resources after 2LRgS!. and the idea of _.RgS·g7 and 
... Ne7-gS would patch up my�ingside. 
24.Qcl Mil 

I seemed to have a timing problem throughoutthi, �me. 24._KhS wu forced. 
25.1041 

Suddenly, While's attack hits the bull',"¥. My knights are poorly placed and 
get peppered with tempt 
15._f6 

I was trying to find some bail'out ,acrfficlal variation likr 2S ... axbS 26.hS Ne7 
27.Sxh6 Nc6 2UI",) Nxd4 2g.Nxd4. but feared that WhltO!'s klng,ide attack would 
90 smoothly. E'len the queen sar;rifke 2S_Nxh4 2i).Nxh4 Qxh4 26.8gS NfS held 
my brief interest until I saw 27.RxC41. winning 
26.m6 Rxf6 27.8&5 

Certainly not 27.gSn RKf31 2S.RKf3 NfS when the tables are completely 
turned. 

27, •• Nf7 21.lxf6Qxf6?t 
Bette. �ickjng chances were offered by 28 ... gxfH which strangely enough ' 

hardly con,idered. 
29·aSQfS?t 

Further misplacing my queen. Both 29_Qe7 and 29_.Qd8 were better. 
30115 (Dblll"ilm 1011 

DIAGRAM 101. Black to Play 
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Oespit� a host Df :;emnd-rate and mistimed move�, and plain m'istake�, I'm 
not yet lost and still have a r�al fighting ,han,e, 
)O .. ,Np51 

Not any ITIOI'�_ This can be described as "the final blun<W'." After the ,oned 
lO-.Nfesl 11.Qe31 N�f3+ 32.Bd3 �5 H.Bg2 Whit� has a dear advantage, but ' 
could still soldier on. 
)LNh41 

Now we clearly see that it truly was the WTong black knight that landed on 
the es·square. My queen is trapped '" 1 lose a piece. The final moves weren't 
really neassal)' and suggest tlme·trDUble. 
)L.Qq5 n.Qq5 Nq5 n.f4 Neil 34-1"C5 Kf7 35.p hxCfi 3li.NxCfi nil; 
n..nb5 e5 )I..Bxd5+ 1-0 

As youcan _ from my notes, this is not a wen-played game and it ",ntained 
many m'istakes, whldl is quite «>mmon fur rapid chess 9"mes. Having my queen 
trapped Dn � 30 in one move is c�rtainly not a proud moment fOf me. This is 
why you can understand that 1 wasn't delighted that the games were annotated 
f",the Chess '"fonno"t. These days. of course, rapid games as well as blitz games 
decide the WOfld Championship title Itself (gasp!), and Nell those games now 
appear in Chess "'forr'nalltand In the databases. 

Our rapid chess tournament SCOI"e ends with two wins for Anatoly while he 
was W",1d Champion inthe 1915·198$ periodofhls career. 



Chapter Eight 

Garry Ka.parov. 1985-2000 

Garry Klmovich KaSpa'OII was and is tho!: greatest ,he�� player eve. born. He was 
a meteor, oomet and .:elestial body that streaked <1oIer the thess WSmQS. We an 
watched In open-mouthed. rapture at his arTlil1-ing list of accomplishments. for 
Tlf'arly two decades. from 1986 to his retirement on Ma"h 10. 200S. Garrywas at 
tho!: top rung of the rating list, holding the numbe. one position. On«: he had to 
share the top spot. but oftentimes he w .... number one by a large gap. It Wil$ an 
e>rtraordinary athievement in modem chess and in modem sports of any kin<l 

His taretr was charmed in another way as well. Garry witS not only the high. 
est·raled player in the world. he also had an .. �lrilO.dinary gift for being the (en· 
tel of attention. If the.e witS a cont.oYeTSY o. if anything of .. �ceptional interest 
of any type happened in the chess world. you could be absolutely su.,. that Garry 
WitS to be found front and center in the happening. When these two abilities are 
linked. we start to see what a rare and spectacular career Kas�rO\l had The 
spotlight bloued 00 him so constantly that it became hard nol 10 mention ·I(a�. 
par"" and chess· in the same breath Of same article. for 20 yea's he was "M' 
Chess." and in chess drdes was simply known as "The Boss." 

He was bom Garry l(imovkh Weinstein on Aprl1 13. 1963 in Baku. Ale.baijan 
to an Armenian mother andJewish father. When Garry was seven his fathe' died 
ofleukemia, leaving him to be raised byhls mother. l(lara. as an oolychild. Garry 
learned chess at Quite a young age and began attending the famed Y01.lng Pi0-
neer Palace chess programs by age seven. His prodigious chess talent was noted. 
and by age len he began trainIng formally with Mikhail Botvinnik at the latle"� 
che'Ss school in Moscow. At the age of 12. he adopted his mothe"� A�nian 
surname, Kasparyan, modifying it to its Russian equivalent. Kaspar"". His name 
change wasn't without contmversy. David Bronstein, for one. neve' changed his 
name. and his Jewish Identity was open fOf an to see. Garry has given his reasons 
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for hi� name ,hange and far be II from meta judge him an such a SOOI'e. 
Now Carry Kimovith KaSpar","" his caref!rsimply taoic offlikt: a racket. In 1976 

he had an astounding resuh; tit won the Soviet Junior Champ;anship (under 11 
years of age), scorin9 seven points from nme 9","",s, when he was only 13 yean 
old. Amongst junior playe.s this typE: of result was amazing; occurring as it did 
within the Soviet Union. th� st.angest the�� nation on earth, It was an the more 
Impressive. He repeated this su«ess ttlt fallowing year in even more dramatk 
fashion, scoring BY, fram nine 9","",s. Words btgin to faH to describe adequately 
these results. 

�ufter the racket continued turning into a to'""'t to the stan. RecOfds 
we� routinely bro\(en at nearly every outing. In 1978. at only 15 years of age. tit 
qualified for the SovIet Chess Championship, the youngest participant eve'. In 
1980. in t)ortm"nd, West Gennany, he won the World Junior (under 21 years of 
age) Championship. Stor�s have been told that during th� �vent he also played 
blit� ,hes:s. giving his OfJpanents odds of f_ minutes to three and even one 
minute. and winning. In 1980, he repre-senled the US� Olympiad team in Malta. 
the )'('\lngest representative eYl'r fOf the USSR Tum. He was awarded his 
Grandmaster title by the ROE at the event. 

In 1980-1981 and 1981·1982 Kaspa.rov twia tiC!d for ftf.t place in the USSR 
Chess Championship, becoming one of the )'('\lnge�t Soviet (ltampions ever. Oul· 
side of the Soviet Union he had breakout resuhs in Banja loJka, Yugoslavia in 
1979, winnh'lg th� event as an unrated player (I) with 11'h paints out of 15 
games. The grandmast�r norm was 10'h points. a point \en than his final �. 
EYI'n more sensationally. at the 1982 category 14 event in Bugonjo. Yugoslavia 
he won with 9Y> points from 13 games. this time two and a half poinl$ dur of a 
grandmaster norm. This was not a player barely making the cut -he was calVing 
oul a rompletely different title for himself. One of his own (.utlon whkh win 
neverbtmatched. 

Owing to his success In the USSR Championships, a Zonal event, Garry quali­
fied for ttlt World Championship cycle and played in Ihe 1982 Moscow Inter­
�onal touma,"",nt. He won the event and qualifiC!d fOf the Cand�' Matches 
at his fi.st attempt. at the age of 19. Only Bobby Fischer was a younge. candi­
date playe •• qualifying at 15 years old m 1958. Comparisons were inevitably 
made. By the time tho!: Candidates' Matches began Gany was tho!: fallOme to be­
to'"'" Chanenge •. as hi� rating had soared to numbe:r !wQ on the January 1983 
FIDE list. second only tothe W01"Id Champion. Anatoly Karpt'll. 

Kasparov was unlucky with the drawing of lots. In his Quarter.final Candi. 
dates' mat,h he was paired. against Ale�ande, Beliavsky. who in my estimation 
was one of the most dangerous opponents for Garry_ Haweve •. Kaspa'OIo' won 
convincingly (,,3. Politics. though. threatened to �nd Kaspa'oVs run in the Can. 
didates' C}'C1e. following the SovIet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979. the U5A b0y­
cotted th� 1980 Olympic Carnes in Mcst:cNI. a faVOl" the SovIets would return by 
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b<lytotting the 1984 Olympk Games in los AngeJ.es. In 1983. FIDE had awarded 
the Semi·final candidates' match between KasparQ\l and Korchnoi to Pasadena. 
California, neal lo$ Angeles and the upwming Olympk Games .-enue 

It would be hard to allow a 50Yiet to compete in Pasadena and toe�plain why 
other athletes cculdn"t compete in lo$ Angeles. The result was thai Kupa'Q\I was 
baned by the Soviet Government fforn competing in the United states and for· 
feited the m;ltch. Combined with the Maltese Olymplad incident with KaqxlV, 
the.e were a large number of opinions about this forfeit and whether the USSR 
Chess kde.ation was ]lI'otecting the cunent champion or whether it was a case 
of bad luck. 

Kaspa'Q\I would famously �y that he had spoken to a USSR Chess Federation 
official: "We already have a Soviet. World Champion." Garry's translation was 
"We don"t need a second one." As wen as. "And you a.e not him." Such outspoken 
comments were Sure to draw rebu� In the USSR, and we in the west wondered 
what would happen to KaSpiI'Q\I thereafter. KaSpiI'Q\I was now out of the cycle. 

In their very bitter rivalry. at times it would seem that both Karpov and Kas· 
piI'Q\I had nasty things to l<Iy about one another and seemingly "enjoyed tearing 
one another down." Amusingly, they often used the l<lme mutual accusation 
ag.ainst one another. FOI" eumple. while visiting the �st. Kasparov would (On. 
stantly inform his audiences that Karpov was the State's chosen flag beare •. How 
Karpov had the complete suwort of the State. He would cast mmself as the "out· 
side," battting a9'linst State forces, asking only fOl" fail and equal conditions. 
These wele interesting charges and certainly unusual ones for a Western audio 
ence to consider. Most folks In the West thought of tile USSl1 as cont,olled by the 
Party: a faceless monolith" entity whkh made commandments at the Politbulo 
level that simply flowed down the chain of wmmand. Ob;ectors were sent to the 
Gulag. How cculd KaSpilmv "battle" wltlUn such a Stau system? 

In tum, !(a.p"'" would cha.ge that he wasn"t the anointed one -rather It was 
Kil'SpalQ\l who had the dilect support of Heydal Aliyev. one of the highest· 
ranking membe� of the Politburo hom Alelbaijan, who was friend<; with Garry 
and was. in fact. his supporter. A friendship that Garryconfmned. Karpoll would 
l<Iy that Garry had joined, and was one of the youngest members of. the C0m­
munist Party. That the "State." starting flom the highest levels of the Politburo, 
supported Garry and that It was he, Karp""'. who was under pressu.e 

It was an amusing mutual cha.ge. Both men fighting faceless apparatchiks 
who could make 01" break their careers? How could we In the West divine who 
was telling the truth and who was e><3ggelating? Certainly. both men had far 
more privileges than many others, and they both had thei, SUpportel5. 

But back to chess for a moment. tn 1983. Garry was out of the cycle by forfeit. 
So what did happen? Was the outspoken outsider, the reb/,I with a cause, cast on 
to the heap of State accidents? Co1\ateral damag� to preserve the collective big 
picture? O. was Garry not quite the outsider figure that he thumped? 



Cheu Duel" My Games with the World ChampiOn! 

In a rather stunning about·face, the USSR (hess �ration did ��hing 
that the USSR rarely, if ever, did on an international leVf+ it backed down and 
apologized for its behaviOl', The USSR Chess Federation repaid the OI'gani�ers of 
Pasadena fOl' the organiu.tional costs of lheir forfeited match - in Western CIlr­
rency. They paid a fine to FlOE and issued an apology. It was simply extraordi­
nary. Without precedent. Who in the USSR could haw OI'dered such a dramatic 
r�rs.M 

Would the SaYle! players Kaspar"" and Smyslo. be allowed bad into the cy· 
de? This would depend upon ZoItin Ribll of Hungary and VictOl Korchnoi of 
Swftzerland, who had won their Candidates' maid\es by forfeits. In the case of 
Ribli, from Socialist Hungary, this decision would Hkely be made fOl' him. The 
tricky case was that otVictor Korchnol - a �fector, let uS not forget: -who would 
have to agrt>e to a replay. I don·t know whether or not these players rece� a 
bonus to replay their Semi·Final Candidates' matches, but both Kordnwi and 
Ribli agreed to a replay. Both lost. Kaspar"" began the first 9"mt a9"in:;1 
Korchnoi with a loss. but he won his Semi·Final Candidates' match 7·4-

In 1984. in V�nius. lithuania. KaSpilr"" won the Candidates' Final 8Y.·4'h. 
vanquishing Vassily Smyslov to quality as challenger to the World Champion. 
Anatoly Karpov. 

In the last chapter we read about the 1984·85 match, whkh was aborted with 
"no result." The secood KarpOll·Kaspar.,.. match, in 1985, was organized in Mas­
CCIW as a 24-game contest; the first player to score 12Y, points would claim tile: 
title. If the score was a 12-12 draw, Karpoll would .etaln the title: as defending 
Champ;on. Kaspar"" won the 24th and final dramatk game wfth Black and on 
NOIfember 9th, 1985 secured the title of World Chess Champion at 22 yea.s of 
age. 1-io! won by a SCOre ofI3-11. Had Kaspa • .,..lost Ihe final gamt, Ka!pO\' would 
have retained tile: title:. With his 1licl00000, Kaspar.,.. b.oke the e�istin9 record of 
youngest World Champion, Ile:Id by Mikhail Tal, who was 23 when he defeated 
Mikhail 8otI!innik in 1960. The legend of Ga"y Kaspilta\' was born and it contln­
uedto flamt eve. brighte., 

Anatoly Karpov had Ihe right to a .ematch, � the players faced off for a thud 
match in 1986 in London and leningrad, each city hosting 12 games. The match 
was initially one-sided as Kaspa'OIf opened a th.t>e·point lead, but Ka.p"" won 
thrt>e coosecutiw 9ames to level the � late In the match. As mentioned, I(as· 
pa''''' had a knad foT being in the middle of virtually ... ery clle:ss contr�rsy: 
following his bUTSt of losses, charges erupted when Kaspar.,.. fired one of hls 
seconds, Evgeny Vladimiro., acClls\ng him of seiHng his opening preparation to 
I(a.pov's camp. Kaspar.,.. managed to achltve one more win and kept his title by 
a final 12'h·11'h SCOfe 

finally, Kaspar.,.. had rid himself of his eternal r;"al. Not so fast. �use of 
tile �aordlnary events that su"ounde<\ the aborted match, a new first match 
and then a rematch to settle: the cy<1e, the time-frames for the 1985-1988 <:y<:le 

'" 
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beame badly mangled. You will recall the 1985 candidates' tournament with 
my games against 5myslov, Tal and 5passky. In the FlOE regulatlons, the "loser of 
the 1984 World Championship match" had been scheduled to compete In the 
1985 Montpellier candidates' tournament. As there was no result, flOE dedded 
that the evmtual loseT  would Q.uaHfy for the Candidates' matches. 

Thanks to a Kaspar"" victory and the n«d for a rematch, the Candidates' 
matches contlnued 10 be played without the partidpation of either Kao;par(W or 
Karpo..-, ao; no "�" had b«n de<:ided. In the end. And.ei 5oIo:okw"woo the C)I­
ele: but was not pTOOOUnced Challenge •. Following his loss in the thi.d Wo.1d 
Championship match, Anatoly Karpco.' fell a mere step' He wao; seeded into a Can­
didates' final and needed only to win one match 10 b«ome Challenger again. 
Karpco.' successfully defeated Andrei SoI<olov, and neveT before had a playe. done 
so little to bewme Challenge •. /I wao; an enormous benefrt. from flOE to Anatoly 
Karpco.', and it wouldn"t be the last. 

Thus a fourth match to. the WOI'ld Champiooship look place in 1981 In 
Sevil\e, Spain. At Ihat lime. I had worked closely with Bob Walsh, the Chairman of 
the 1989 Goodwill Games in 5ealtle, to bid tOT the Tights 10 host the match. The 
Seattle offer was within the flOE statutory minimum, with an additional million 
doIlalS in "best-9ilme pYizes" to be awa.ded to the playen in equal amounts and 
not subjed to the fIDE 20% tax. The auction wam·t even close. Seville ma� a 
whopping financial offIt. and won the bkl.. 

What was particularly interestlng about that 1987 fIDE auction was that the 
playen could �ide the site. If both players chose the same site, flOE was bound 
to aca-pt the dedsion ofthe playe.s. Ifthe>e was a playe. diSilg.eement, then the 
financial amounts on offe. WeTe the r!Tst "tieb.eak,," and ROE made the final 
decision. As there was no chance that the playelS would ag� on the site, Sevolle 
won on tiebreaker. I managed to secure Kasparov's support fo. the Seatlle bid. 
but couldn't swing l(arpov's. 

The Seville match wao; a dour affair - near trench waTfare with neithe. playe. 
a� to achieve a lead of more than one point. In an echo of theh confrontation 
in Malta, during the match a controversy arose: Karpo..- m� a move which 
blundered away an exchange. fTOm the came.ao; we could see Kaspar"" sitting 
up sharply, turning to the audience and openly laughlng/g>ggling at his 0ppo­
nent. Something simply not seen in tho! dignified atmosphere of WOI'Id Champi­
onship match play. Karpco.' complained that his concentration had be<en broken 
by Garry's conduct. but to I\Q ava;1. No sanction or other action was taken. 

AfteT U games the match wao; tied 11-11. Fans boo'ed to tears we.e jolted up­
right by a dramatic burst ofplay: Anatoly won Ga11"H! 23 in a neovy affair, to take 
a one-point lead Now to keep his tlt1e, the .oIes WeTt .eversed, Garry would have 
to win the final Game 24 with the White pieces, a feat that Anatoly had been un­
able to accomplish in their 1985 match. lust before the tl11"H!-controi was 
.eached. by applying steady p1"essu.e Garry managed to win a pawn and Game 

m 
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24 was adjourned. In an ending a pilwn ahead the winning methoo. wasn·t SO 
clear. All around the glebe chess fans made frantic effort'; to determine the oot­
come of the game and therefore the whole matth. 

I had some doubts that Garry could win the game. However. thanks to shod­
Ingly poor endgame play by Anatoly, Garry did win and retained his title by vi._ 
tue of the 12·12 score. It was a virtllOSO peofermance that had the Spanish audi_ 
ence shouting "Toml TOfol" as they would fOf a matador. following Anatoly's res' 
ignation. 

Skipping ahead a few �an fer a moment, to 1992 when Bobby Fischer came 
out ofretirement to .eplay Boris Spassky on the Adriatic island of Svetl Stefan in 
Montenegro. I spent a day with Bobby, Ch'Oflicl� in my boot< No Reg.m. Bobby 
was adamant In his view: Nery mClYt' of every match game pla� between Ka,· 
p"" and Kaspilroy had been "staged.." Bobbywas tOflvinc� that the players had 
perpetrated a fraud on the whole W<II"1d and /he !jiImes were In fact "all scripted 
befOfehand." What was tlCtTaOfdinary is that Bobby, having given the matte, a 
g.ut deal of thought. had b'ought together some amazing oTtumstantial evi­
dence which he showed me. He p<omised to write it all up in a book to e�pose 
the coiminals. 

Bobby had one small p<obltn1: theory in an ivory tower Is nice. How would the 
theory be appll� In actual p<actice? SpecifICally, I challenged Bobby as follows: 

·Okay, Bobby let's say you are 100 percent light. No pl"oblem. How does it 
specifICally WOI"k? I need details. The players are actors. right? They need. a script. 
They need. a scoreshffi of the !jiIme to be pla.�d. They will have to memorize and 
review the sccresheet the night before so that they can ·battle' and fulfill their 
roles the next day in the play. No pTCblem, there a.e plenty of good script-writers 
In MoscDw capilble of devising a wen-playtd game. What I'm interested in is 
Game 231n !>MIll!. Thematth has been boring. At the p<cper evening hour. there 
Is a knock on Karpov"s door. He opem and there is the appa.atchik giving him his 
script fer Game 23. Karp"" \ooI<s and lets out a hoIlI!, of delight. He gets to win. 
Down the hall. Garry geu his script. O<omnl What is this? Why must he lose? Isn1. 
he the youngest Communist party membe. ever? An asset to the Party?" 

Bobby fO\lnd my characterizations amusing as I hammed it up. 
"Both being good Commies. the game goes as planned and the deed Is done. 

Next day. same situation. Knode on the doO!" hele is the script for Game 24. Now 
the roles a'e reversed. KaspillOY is delighted. doing bad·flips and cart·wheels In 
his 'oem. Karp"" is embittered. Why musl he lose to this idiotl Both players 
study the!1 scrIpts and memorize the 1I1OYeS. While memorlting his moves, Kar· 
pOY realizes. 'Hmm. This Is strange,just before the time-tOfllrol l CO\lld defend. as 
follows. not lose a pilwn and get a dead drawn positioon.' 50 Bobby, what you a.t 
telHng me Is that these two men who hate one another's guts with Ihe passions 
of Achmes and. Heeter would follow the script fer Ga!1'le 241 1<arpov wouldn't de­
viate?" 
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Bobby had to laugh. And so did the audience in the room of my wife, Yvette, 
Eugene: TOfTe and S�ozar Gl;gooi¢. Bobby didn't bad< down from his claim but it 
did cause him some hesitatioo and reflection. Now let's get baell to the rivall)' of 
the"K's," 

After hi' loss in Satille, Anatoly had to battle his way through the Candidates' 
matches to become Chanenger, which he s�sfuny did to set up a fifth match 
between the two for the Worid Championship title. An unpreadented number 
of matches between two players for the title. The 1990 match was held in New 
York and lyons, each city hosting 12 games, Again, the result was close, with 
Kasparov winning by a 12Y,·UY> SCOfe. (My first chess book, Five CIDWTJS, was 
about this fifth match.) In their fove World Championship matches, KasparDl/ 
wen 11, lost 19 and drew 104 from the 144 games played. The margin that sepa· 
rated these two great players was statlsticany so sman as to be hardly signlfi. 
Q"' 

Despite the vel)' sman difference In results, the style of play of the two men 
couldn't be more striking. Ouring his World Championship reign Anatoly had 
taken "technical ches" to new peaks ofperfection. The best players in the WOI'ld 
feared any pawn weakness might be the root cause of their downfan. Sacrifices 
that didn't Immediately rewver the material were held in abeyance. 5teady, ac­
curate, technical chess reigned supreme. Kasparo'lfs arrival therefore was a 
breath offresh air; his style of play was a throwback to Mikhail Tai. Garl)'thrived 
on dynamic play where tactics dominated. Never mind a pawn weakness. Garry's 
!f3.me was sacrifice. sacrifice, attackl Anything to create an imbalance where dy­
namic play ruled. That was Garry's game. The chess public rightly lOlled Garry's 
style of play and embrac� his ascension. 

Tal joked that when he became World Champion, an the Soviet school chil­
dren became vel)' unhappy. """'" they had to learn how to sacrifice pawns and 
give up their pieces. That when Tal lost the title ba.tk to 8otv\nnik, the children 
could r\"joKe as they could now go bad< 10 p<otecting their pawns and pieces.. 

KasparDl/'S successes meant that chess wasn't just a game of technique, and 
his daring play was universally heralded His play was exciting. Chess didn't have 
to be a dl)' technical e�eTClse, but could be infused with dramatic play and dar­
ing sacrifICeS once more. Carl)' lusted after complicated play and leapt into the 
fray unhesitatingly. For he had a gift that no one else could come close to match­
Ing: his powers of calcu\atioo were sublime. 

Just as few could mimic Anatoly, none could match Gall)' and his brand of 
chess.. He was a devastating attacker. When he held the initiative not many could 
hold out fOl loog. Garry's openings and defenses matched him well. As White he 
could play anything. 1.e4 or 1.d4, and his range of opening p<eparanon was just 
as deep as Karpov's befOle him Indeed, Garry became thl! master of the devas· 
tating n"""tty. and time and time again he won outstanding 9ilmes thanks to 
his Intense and deep preparation. 
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When he wa�n't wntesting five World Championfhip matches, Garl)' was 
also on the circuit playing the strongest tournaments in the world. In tourna­
ments he WilS a �a�t. Not jU'it winning them, but trying to do SO with maximum 
Stof6, in the style of Bobby Fi<eher. He rai� hi� rating to a level new. seen by 
an)'ll\e before or S;nte - 28S1 .emains the .e«>rd. This i� even more impressive 
when we realize that sinte his r�tirement the.e hilS been inflation in the FlOE Elo 
rating system. 

Gany was driven by powerful passions. He was greatly dissatisfied with the 
state of modem che-ss, and In 1986 launched a campaign to change the FIDE 
leadership. He strongly supported a challenge ticket of lincoln Lucena ilS Presi­
dent and Raymond Keene ilS General Se<.-etary in an effort to unseat the Presi­
dency of Florendo Campomanes. In the 1986 FlOE General Assembly in Dubal, 
Garry failed in his attempt to promote a change of direction ilS Campomanes 
retained hi� P.-esidency. 

Once more Garry would be at the center of a chess cont.ow.sy. Ont of the 
�t.ong �upporters of the thanenging ticket of lincoln lucena WilS D •. Ricardo 
Calvo of Spain, an International Maste. and author. Dr. CalllO campaigned ha.d 
amongst the delle9i'tes of latin Amerka.. letling it be known that if they would 
support the ticket of lucena and Keene, in return Garry Kasparov was ready to 
come to their countries to perform a simultaneous gratis to "raise chess aware­
ness." While such mutual badc-saatthing, bribery, skUllduggery - call it what 
you wHl - was arguably common in flOE eledions, such offers were sUpPOSed to 
be a pooI"ly-kept s.eaet at a minimum or a sacred blood oath never to be .evealed 
at a maximum. Or. Calvo made the mistake of penning a truthful artio;le about 
the seedy side of flOE politics for New /n (hesf magazine. 

fiDE's dele9"tes were aghast, indlgnant, shocked. Unbelievablel Was it t.uel 
Was the flOE World Champion Garry KllSparov offering free simultaneous e�hi­
bltionsl Was the WOI"1d Champion trying to (gilSp) bribe our wry own dear dele--
9"tesl AOE'� ve�tal vi.gin�1 Shocking! In a r!\. of sanctimonious ,age flOE's dele-
9"tes decided to support a motion making Or_ Ricardo calvo a "Persona Non 
Grata. - A fancy way to say a "Pe,son not Invited," or more simply an ·unwanted 
pers.m_- Garry was not sanctioned and the me-ssenger was duly punished In· 
stead.. 

It .... as great comedy_ No one ew:n �new what a "Persona Non Grata" actually 
meant. W�.e such pe,sons allowed to participate in eventsl Spectate at theml 
And how could flOE sanction an individual anywayl After all, there was nothing 
in the Statutes. Its mem�ls were composed ofnatlonal federations. It WilS the 
national federations who were to discipline their Individual member'i. 0 •. Calvo 
was furious with his new FIDE title and pursued the matlerin awurt oflaw. the 
exact outcome of which t know not. To my knowledge, only Or. Calvo hit'> 
achieved SU(h a unique di�tinction, his very own FlOE title. 

One truly humorous aspect about this story was the Oubai Olympiad. itself. 
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Hosting �uth an event was awkward. to I-ay the least. for �tarter�. the big hurdle 
to be faced was: wh;it about the Israeli team? Campomanes had hi� $(Ilution�. all 
of which were rejected in the end. and Israel did not participate in the Dubai 
Olympiad, but �nt a mes:sage Ihat it was not 10 be boycotted The Dubai organ· 
izeT'i �pent laonshly on the Olympiad. It was dearly the best j've ever attended 
Indeed. $(I generous were ou' host� that those nation. wIlo voted for Campo­
manes managed to have the tra�l of their teams paid for by the o.ganjzlng 
wmmittee. Lincoln lueena's bid for the FIDE Presidency was .trangely low-key 
and ineffectual Worse. his "running male: Raymond Keene • • eemed to pop up 
almost ever)'Whele in the chess media with .tatement. whkh. let'. ju.t I-ay. of­
ten failed to bear Kfutiny. Campoma ...... • .ee\ection was as.ured. and lw:ena 
wit hdrew his challenge befOTe the vote itself took piace. I(aspa.ov was furious. 

With his desire to refor-m and ch;inge the FIDE leadenhlp rejected in Dubal. 
Kasparov dedded to c .... ate a new organization and launched lhe Grandmast= 
Association (GMA). as a counte.welghl to FIDE. Thl� �menl was greatly wel­
comed by his Western colleagues. Ju SoIriet playen in particular and Eastern 
European playen in general dominated thes;!;. having a union·�ty\e organization 
of gr"ndmasteT'i would make sen�e only with lheir partidpation. Under Gauys 
Ie<tdership. a union ofgr"ndmasten was a perfect way for chess to beadvanced. 

In myslic circles it is \.aid, "When the �tudent is ready. the master win ap­
peal"" The clever students would rather \.ay. "When the master is u�ady, the �tu­
dent will appear: Serendipity is a beautiful thIng. In Dubai, Gany Kasparov met 
and got together with lhe no of SWIFT. Bessei l<ok. Together, they created lhe 
GMA and launched a golden era in ches •. 

For now let·. playa few games and settle In with OUr 13th Wo.ld Champion. 
AS mentioned, I first \.aw and met Gany al the 1980 Olympiad In Malt ... An 

event incidentally, In which _ _  'e both "wa,ded the grandmao;leT title. I was 
�hocked by his phyl;ital "ppearance. Although Garry was about Ih.ee �aT'i 
younger than I was, he had a �prinkling of grey in hi� ha.ir. It wa� re"lly befud­
dling ao; he appeared much older lha.n hi� �"rs. I'm sure il i� �mething thai he 
ha.s to I"ugh about " grul deal ao; _no These da� his grey h"ir suits his "ge. 

We newt met in Bugojno in 1982. the site ofone of his mo�t celebrated break­
through llictories. I had accepted an invitation to play. , arrived in 8ugojno to 
find out that I had been ''\minvited" and that Miguel Najdorf would take my 
place. No One bothered to Inform me. Ahem. The organizer of the 8ugojno 
loumament. Dimitrlje Bje!ica. po.ltively put the Linares organizer Luis Rentero 
on a pedestal of lruth, virtue and honesty. It is a travesty that Mr. BJelita is 
"llowed In the mes. world at all. For me, he IS .imply not to betru.ted.. let us \.ay 
l iried  as best I could to ,ecover some travel expense money and never ,etumed 
10 the event "9aln. 

Before taldng my leave of Bugojno I had a free �nlng. Gany and I decided to 
war. into town "nd watch " movie together. The theater was "good five kiiome-
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ler walk or so from OUr hotel, SO we had plenty of time to chat and become 
friend�_ fi�tthemovie. lt was great. II wa. a Kung-Fu "B" 11'lOYie with atl lhe slap­
stick that could be mustered. However. what was really cool was that the hero 
kept coming up "!f"in�t opponent,; who grew increasingly fierce in appearance 
and grandeur as he got past them. Gany and I started oul d<'"!.Cribing early 0ppo­
nents as "2400." middle movie opponents as "2600" and by the end oflhe movie 
we roth reached "3000: The final fIght Ioequen= were marvelousl We loved It. 
A pity I can't rec.al! the name of the movie. Let' . .... y �trongly recommended by 
lhe movie review team of Kasparov and SeirilWanl 

During Our walb to and from the theater Gany and I talked arout govern­
ment and It. evolution. Garry explained how mankind had gone from hunter­
gatherer !oOClette. of tribal 1eader; to kingdoms and priesthoods. How kingdoms 
and Iheocraci ... had given way 10 republics and democracies, and how lhese in 
turn had given way to Soc\afu.t and Communist .Ial .... , roared with laughter 
and explained that al Our ag ... If we weren't Socialist. we had no ideals or heart. 
but that if we weren't Democrats by 30 we would have no bnln •. We argued 
back and forth. Garry, convinced in the correctn ... � of hi. beliefs. could not be 
shaken. ' congratulated him on the high TT\ilrb that he undoubtedly received in 
his classes and from his teachers. and told him that we woukltalk a!jain in ten 
years when he had more experience. It was great fun debating with a Commu­
nist. , had  �r had the opportunity before. 

I mu.1 say ' found � greatly attached to Garty. We were closeln age, and 
I found him 10 be like a younger brother. I felt an affinity with him while hardly 
even knowing him. I admired him and enjoyed hi. company Immensely. 

In Bugojno we also spoke about a match. Our TT\iltch. In 1981-82 there wa� 
much challer arout a chanenge match between Gany and me. The UScf had 
found a sponsor, and Garry was willing_ In the end the USSR Chess federation 
had given him a choice: a malch a!jains! me or he could play in the Bugojno 
tournament 01" another event of his choice. He chose Bugojno. Great choice, a. he 
won the event with panache and awoke chess fan. all over lhe world from lheir 
technical slumbers. Who was this brash young attacker an)Way? 

We contested our first game in the greal evenl held in Nik�it. Yugoslavia 
Please forgive me, I'm not one to make excuses and I don't mean to offer one 
here, but I just have 10 get this comment in once (at leasl) for the record. Those of 
you who have traveled internationally win know that jet-lag is a pain in the you­
know-where_ Virtually all the major events I played In were In Europe. Tra�1ing 
from the West Coast of the United States often meant fi�t making a si�-hour 
transfer flight to the East Coast. �re catching a connection to Europe. only to 
transfer again_ This meant Ihal reaching my destination took 24 comecut� 
hours of travel and sometimes longer_ Oftentimes I showed up at events bedrag. 
gled and only many days later, aften as much as a week, did I begin to feel ao:1i. 
mated. The lirne-rone changes were always a minimum ofnine hours 



Corry KOSpOfOV. 1985-2QOO 

I tried an kind� ofremedies for jet·l;ig. including m'imiding the time zone of 
my domination days before traveling; sleeping on flight�; not sleeping on flight�; 
OYer-eating; fitSting; drinking gallon� of water or not. Nothing worked fo"r me. I 
would always arrive worn and simply have to "tough it out: Needless to say. my 
Ellropean coneaglle!. were better off. sometimes not by milch. but better. So 
natllrany. I had this lengthy travel of three airplane transfers that takes me to 
NiUif (Montenegro). whldl reqllired a transferfiom Belgrade. and I finany made 
it to the rnountainous hotel. Round One: Garry Ka!OparoY. 

By the way. not to beat the above point ofjet·lag 100 harshly. but at one time 
lhe "only" US tournament that was attractM to European guesl. was the LOne 
Pine event. Take a look al Round One and Round Two !f3,mes fiom some of Ihe 
lone Pine tournament!. and see how many foreign guests 101.1 Or .tumbled badly 
in thO!.e early round<.. often to Jesser opposition. Don·t read too deeply into lhe 
.tatistk •• lhough. as some were c\ever enough to arrive early and perhaps play in 
an event beforehand. I'm sme you'll be sllrprised 

Vilsser Seif4lWilrt-G4Jny ICiisp<lfOV 
Niksic, 1983 

Tarrasch Defonse 

1.d4 d5 Z.c4 e6 ).Ne) (5 
Garry played the TarraKh in his early years with considerable success. using 

it. for example. 10 qualify as Challenger during his Candidate!.' matches. Prior to 
Garry'. endorsemenl. this defense had disappeared from top-level chess. Kar­
pools technical prowess was such thai accepting an Isolated Queen Pawn weak­
nes� Wa!O seen itS a prescription fo"r a lengthy tortu,e and ultimately disaster. In 
time. Ka!Opal'Oll would flow through a litany of defenses. Queen's Gambit De­
clined. Goiinfeld. King's Indian Defen .... Modem Benoni. the Slav and Semi-Slav •. 
Vou get the idea. In time. I think Garry played jllst about everything. Scratch that; 
I don't think he ever essayed the Dlltch Defense. 

In any ea .... his choke In this game wasn't Ilnexpected Not at all. 1\ was that I 
ju.t didn't know what to play. filStly. because the line WitS so ,are in my practice; 
secondly, because I hadn't made a eareful .tudy of the main lines; and. finally, 
because t had an idea that I thought was good but wasn·L. 
4.<JldS odS S-Nf) Ncfi 6.13 Nf6 1.Bs:Z Bel '.0-0 0-0 9.Bt!:5 00:14 lo.Nxd4 h6 
11.Bdfi 

The main line is lLfk'3, with theory stretching for anothe! dozen fflO\Ies at 
lea!Ot. The idea I have in mind is to put pressure on Black'. queemide. 
lL.Bxf6 12.Nb3 d4 13.Ne4?1 

Implementing my plan and a poor choke. The u.ual healment for this varia· 
tion is U.NdS. with a balanced "ff"ir 



Chess Duels: My Gamel with the World Champions 

n ... Bel U .. Rc:1 Qb6 1S.Nec5 (outr ..... 102) 

0IACiRAM 102. Bbd: to PI;oy 

The "big idea" is revealed. dearly. the plan is to stop the c8·bishop from de­
veloping thanks to the loog diagonal pl"es:5ure. Also. simply to snap off the d4-
pawn, sometimes at the cost of the g2·bishop. 
15 .•• R68 16.R«H 

Sen.el ...... Inexcusable. Jet.Iag. What to say? MOTe natural and. dare I say.ac· 
tually 'prepared" was 16.QdJ, just bringing plece. Into play. By coverlng the bS' 
and a6-oqua ...... sometimes White can threaten NcS·OI4. with advantage. For eM' 
ample, 16 ... aSII 11.NOI4 Qb4l lS.Rt4 would fan right in line with my plans.. I sus. 
pect I had a last-sewnd change of plan over concerns arising hom the tactics 
after 16 ... Nb4 1.1.Qe4 BxcS 18.NxtS Nxal 19.Rt4 Qxbl 2O.Rbl. which is good for 
White. as I knew. Even then KasparOll enjoyed a reputation for aggression and I 
"batked down" hom my pl"eparation 

The text allowl; Blad< an easy game. 
1'�.Bu511l.Nxc5 

Already I have to fight for equality. While it is typical In this line to play 
1.1.RxcS Be6 18.8.c6. gi¥ing up my pl"ide and joy. 91ac� isn't obliged to recapture 
my bishop. Instead. Black has lLBMb31 19.Qc:l Bxa2t when he is a pawn to the 
good. The te>ct gives Black a smaller plus. 
11 •.• Qxbl 18.QtI Qxcl 19.Rllel RbI lo.RbI Rd6 n.Rdl b6 U.Nb) Bbl l).Rbdl 
Rbd8 24,Kf1 (Dia&rllm 10)) 

Although I will win back my pawn by capturing the c6-kntght and then the 
d4·pawn. the r .... ultlng po.ition of rook and bi.hop vt'fius rook and knight win 
favor 91ac1<. and 111 be forted toflght for the draw. Black win have the sunny .1de 
of the tortme_ 



Garry KaJparo�, 2985·2000 

DIACiRAM 103. IIIxk to Play 

14 .... h61S.BJtC6 1bK616.Nxd4ltd 17.Nb3 1t1Ul2 21.1txd2 1le7 29.ltdl+ KhI JO-KU 
Ik4 31.Kdl " n.Nc:l Ka7 33.a3 KHi 34.e3 K.7 3S.1td4 R117 

Garry dldn't find anyth11'l9 better than trading all the pie<:es into .. king and 
pawn ending, but then the draw;'; ilImost as�u,ed 
36.Kd Ibuk37.Kxd4 bS 31.Nd3 BIUI) )9.bd) Kd6 (oI;oc.arn 104) 

DlA(;RAM 104. White to P\;Iy 

., .. n 
Oh de.lf, the la.t move of the time·cont,oI m;.take and a colo .. al one at that. 



Ch�ll Ou�/s, My Gomn with the World Chompions 

With the $imple "nd obviou!; 4OJ(d4, the g"me i� dr"wn. l(<lSparov "nnotilted the 
game for Informant J6 "nd gives the following note$' 40.1(<141 g5 (40...fs 41.f4 "5 
42.e41 f>ce4 43.l(xe4 KCS 44.g4 i$ equal) 41.f4 16 42.e4 as 43.h41 "";th equality. 

Given a golden opportunity. Carry $elzes his chance and there is no escape. 
40_15141.'4 

1 cannot anow Black to play ... g5·94- which would freeze my kingside majority. 
41 ••. .,.,441 • .,.,4 K<:5! 

Wen played. Black ""es the opportunity to put my king into a type ofpenalty 
box "rea whe.e I'm shouldered ... ide and forced to gM' way. 
4).Kc.) �5 44J(d) h5! 

Agilin .... 'ell pl"ye<i. "nd we tontinue "";!h K<lSparw"� notes- t unnot (ontinue 
45.Kt3 bec"u$e of 45 ... b4+ 46.ilxb4 <tXb4+ 47.Kd3 h4 48.h3 b3 49.Kc3 bl SOJ(xb2 
Kd4 S1.e5 Ke4 S2.Kc3 K><f4 S3.Kd4Kg3 "nd Bl"d< "";ns. 
45.h4 

IU we·ve �. my onlymove. 
45 ... b446.M 

OthetWi$e the 9"me tr"nsposes Into the above note, where I lose. 
46H.�1 

The "";nnlng tempo. If Black', king moves, then after 47.Kd4 the game Is 
drawn as I ju,t shuttle my king l>ack and forth bet ......... n the <14- "nc\ C4--�u"res. 

Note that 46....b}11 47.K() bl 48.Kxb2 Kd4 49.Kb31 KXe4 SOJ(C4 K><f4 Sl.KbS 
would allow me to promote my a-pawn and �ke1y dr"w the 9"me. It was for this 
trick that I kept mya-pawn. 

Now, however, I'm forced to adv"nce my f.pawn "nc\ 9iye up control over the 
e�-j,(jU3.re. 
47.f5 (Diac'''' lOS) 

'" 



Garry Kasparov, 1985-zooo 

47_,Kc.61 
Garry gives a maTVt'lou� les50n of king triangulation to Ic-.;e tempi and to win 

the game, Again 47._b311 would transpose to the aOOve note and <tllow me to 
draw the game . 
... ..1« 4 KQI 4,.Kd) 

A neuossary retreal lf 49,Kd4 Kd6. and Black's king triumphantly marche� to 
the e5-square and a full me<tl. 
4,_Kd71 

Pladng me in zugzwang. I'm wrong·footed with my king having fewer 
squares than its counterpart. If 5O.Kc4 Kc6 Sl.Kd4 Kd6, Black has the oppo$it\on 
and wins. 
5o.Ke) Kc6 51..Kd) K<5 

Achieving his 90"1. Once mOfe I'm forced to give way. 
sz.Ke3 b31 

AVOiding my last trick. The advance 52 ... K«1? H.eS! would allow me to save 
the game. 
53.1td) Kb4 54-1:5 Killi 0-1 

Black'� last move was the only one that wins. A dam good one too. 
I resigned. I(udos to Carry, very impressive technique. One bad slip at the end 

of the time-control and It was curtains for me. This is what happens when piay­
ing against glant� They have a chance, seize It and throttle you. Return the faVO!", 
perhaps? Forget about ill 

Before leaving NiMlt j'd 11\:;0' 10 share a storyhom the event. It comes hom the 
eighth round of the toumament. Kasparov �uffered hb only loss on his way to 
t;,.,t place, at the hands of Boris Spassky. Jan Timman, ljubom;r ljubo}evit and I 
watched their po$t-mortern. The.e are moments in life, in sports. that are �lmp1y 
sublime. Unforgettable moments. You watch the basketbal1 great Michael jordan 
fake right, go right, cause the defender to back_pedal, Qver<ompensating 
ag.ainstthe drive. With the defender now wrong·footed. Michael makes a sudden 
behind the bad d.ibble sliding to his left and switching the ban to his left hand, 
without warning his head, his upper body dips 10wer and he springs towards the 
hoop. His body soan Into the ai. and his head seems level with the basket, his 
hand grips the ban like a cantaloupe and he does a whhly·bird helicopter dunk, 
with h ... left hand landing cat·lf\:;e undem .. ath the hoop. HIs tongue is out as he 
turns and makes his way back up Ih .. court. HI!. action convey. a m .... .age to the 
other team: your ball. Your jaw drops. 1\ takes three second,; and you realized 
you've just � athletic gr .. atnes� and art fuse together. 

I have a digital videofile ofthe marti<tl artist Bruce tee. He b on set for a fllm 
and is taking a break. He is playing ping_pong. His paddle is a set of Nunchal:u 
�ticb. These are specially·treated wooden sticb tied together either by a chain 
'" by string. Anyone who has practiced with Nunc:hal:u knows it takes years of 
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could v;ew Ihe games from a greal dislance as the demonstlation boards were 
simply huge. !' d suggest each one ffi<'a!iured five meters by five meten, and they 
wele \.et up throughout the playing han. The demonstlation boards wele 
manned as follows: a runner would gather the moves from the tables then climb 
stalls to Ihe operaton, who would use long hooked wooden stich 10 fish out a 
metal loop attached 10 a piece 0.- a pawn and movett 10 Ihe square. The physical 
process of mOYlng the pieces took considerable time and effort. 

I should also mention that Ihroughout the playing hall thorn: W<'fe large 
numbers of Arab spectators in fo.-mal Arab dreu. As a Syrlan·born player I r .... 
ceived much attention, sigmng many autographs and posing for photos 
throughout the day. 

At last the big match occuned. The American team had gotten off to a flying 
start and I was having a tremendous result. We would be facing Ihe pre· 
tournament favorite Soviet team. If we could get pa!it them, good things could 
happen and we might win medals. Thai was OUr cherished hope. 

I came to lhe board early. filled out my sco.-esheet and waited 10.- Garry to 
show up. Much to my annoyance, I saw thai OImllrlje Bjelka, Ihe mganlzer of 
the �no tournament, was mHiing around my board with a Yugoslav film 
crew. I would h ....... dearly loved to have him thrown out of the playing area, but 
the rules permitted photography and filming for lhe fint five minut .... and he 
had credentials as a photographer. Damnl 

The clocks W<'fe started, and I played my opening move and waited for Garry. 
He was a few minutes late. arrived In a huff and shook my hand. He was about to 
sll down when Bjeli<:a pounced. With cameras filming. Bjelica spoke hurriedly in 
Serbo-CTOilt and trle<i to present Garry with a box of commemmatlve coins. 
Garry took one look Oil Bjella, loot a o;ewnd downward look al the coins and 
whacked the boo< away with his hand. Hard! Coins started flying through the air. 
and Bjellca had to ..:ramble on hi!. Imees to retrieve them all. I was absolutely 
elatedl At times. I truly admired Garry KasparoY. I iooI<ed at him and said. 
"Bravo!" He smiled gleefully too. Apparently Bjellca had crossed him as well. 

Vasser Seirawan-Garry Kasparov 
Dubai Olympiad, 1986 

Gr{infeld Defeme 

1.d4 Nf6 2d i6 3.Nc:) ds 
Like many othen b!fo<e me. I've always had a problem handling IheGrunfeld 

Defense. Some of the razor·'5tlirp main lines last for dozens and dozens of 
moYes. In a fight as to who is best prepared thele was no way I could out·duel 
Garry and his team. So In thi!. case tt was necessary for me to fall back onto 



Cheu Ouels: My Gomes with the Wafld Champions 

something quiet ,,"d �terile. I had been experimenting with a continuation that 
leads to a Queen's G"mbit Oe<::1ined pawn structure with reasonable success and 
so played the follo;>Wing. Garry expected my choke and wa.. well prepared. 
4.Nfl 111 5"'5 NM6.cxdSll 

This was It. The usual rntJ\/eto retain the Griinfeld flavor i, 6.B1>4 Nxc} 7.bx(} 
dxc4 1.0 Be6 9.Qbl. with a sha. ... g"me <Lhead. 
6 .• .Nx15 Ubl5 e6 

Neces�ry to regain the pawn. as Black has a double "U""k against the gs­
knight and ds·pawn. 
'.M, 

A modest retreat. A different approach Is I.Qd2 exds 9.Qeh I(fS 10.Qf4 Bf6 
11.M when Black ha.. lost hi' castling ptiYneges. Thi� i. not a great concern fOf 
81ack. a.. I1.-K97 gives him a comfortable game. While thi. line h .... been played 
fre<juently "m not ,ure that the f4-queen i. well placed. 

I should note too that 8.Q34+ i. a poor move. After 8 ... c61 9.dxc6 Nxc6 10.Nf3 
8d7 m"ck wm quic:ldy obt"in " superior g.<lme. 
,,�pdS '.104 Qd61 

For me. this move was " vel}' strong n""eIty ilfld ,,!though I spent " good de<l1 
of time thinUng OYer a reply. I didn·! find a positive w"y to continue. Previous 
opponents played 9 ... 0-0 10.e}. and would contrive ways of giving my minority 
attack a boost and an advantage: for instance. by 10 ... Qd6 11.Rbl Bf5?1 12.Bd3 
Bxd3 n.Qxdl. helping meenorrnou�ly. 
10.Ull 

Not the sort of move White wants to play wilen his pawn h .... already 
maTChed tothe b4·square. ln principle, White should be playing b4.b5 and a2-a4, 
trying to justify the minority attack. 

In later games I would play 10.1>5 and IO.Qb}. the l"tter being my first in_ 
stinct. Indee<!, 10.Qb3 protects the b4-pawn "nd retum� the f"vor by "tt"cking 
the dS-pawn. The response th"t had me stumped w .... 10_.Nc6I with a double 
attad again�t my b4- and d4-pawns_ There i� no way I'd allow that sleeping g1· 
bishop to aw"ken, so n.e} seems best, "nd no;>W the continuation 11._Qxb4 
12_Qxb4 Nxb4 U.Rbl CSI w .... becoming disconcerting. At various moments i ean 
toss in" BfI-b5+, but my m"in line continued 14.<13 BfSI1 15.a.>eb4 BxbI 16.Bb5+ 
Kf8 (16_Ke7II) 11.Nxbl 0<114, with "  pretty messed up material imbalance. I 
wa..n't sure which side was better and reared that I cOllId be worse. furthermore, 
with the speed at which Gany was playing, I was certaIn he had prepared spoe­
clflo:ally with this sha ... line. Bluffor not, l blink first with my tenth m""",. 
10. .. 0-0 n.d c6 n.Bel I'S 13.0-0 Nd1 14.Na4n (DI.,.am 106) 

White w .... better off playing 14.bS cSi 15.dxcS NJ<CS 16.�, with a rOllghly 
e<juai position. The terl tr\gger. a wen-regarded c1 .... sic reaction. 

'50 



Gorry I(olporov. 1985-200(1 

DIAGRAM 106. Black to Play 

14-.JI51 15.Qb1 b5116.Nc5 a4l 17.Q<1 Nb61 
A 5erie� of �ry f"me m� by Illack has not only completely neutrali�ed 

White'� opening advantage. but has already given alack an edge. While the CS­
�night "loolo:s great" it actually does nothing. Conver5ely. Black has a 5erious grip 
OYer the C4-Square. When the b6·tnight makes its hop. it will have to be cap· 
tured. and Black'. reward will be to have a .trong protected passed C4-pawn in 
it. place. 

Sad to s.ay. White really doesn·t have much of a plan In this po.ition and I can 
only Intimate that I may one day play e3.e4. with hope. of equality. 
1 • .Ndl R .... 19.tfd le7l0.Bf3 Rfe.1L13 BM 22.Bll BXl2 13.Kxg1 fsl 

Methodk.;>1 play by the World Champion has allowed hIm to build up a .upe­
rior position. White Is condemned to passivity and mu.t try to react a. best he 

Okay. hardly a move to be proud about. but I admire the thinking behind it. It 
i5 clear that Blac. is planning ... g6-<]S and .. "S·f4. pawn·storming his way to 
White's �ing fof a gang·tackle. With the te�l l at least insure that Blacl: will also 
have to prepare with ... h7·h6. when a trade on the gs·square will open up the h_ 
file. I know I'm about to face a fierce attad but at least in that ca5e. I can play a 
rooktothe h·file and remind Blac. that he ha� a king as well. 
l4�.NC41UIf3I1 (Dla&ram 107) 

An Important long-term ded.ion. as I choose to he with the monstrous C4-
knight which andlo� one to my a}-pawn. While I didn't liu 25.NxC4 d><C4 26.f3. 
it might ha� b«n a better choice. With the text I'm hopeful of .lowing down 
Black'� kingside initiatl� and if'  �hould have an OJ'portunity to remind Black 

'" 



C"�u OlJ�/s: My Gam�$ wit" t"� W."ld C"ampia". 

aboul hi�own king. I'll need som� piec� In lho! vidnlty 

DIAGRAM 101. White ta Play 

2S_8f6 26.Rul 
Similar to my 24th m�. it is hard to give plaudits for �\I(h a lame mtMe. bul 

in the given position this was my best move. I'm making il possible 10 switch a 
rook to the h_fi1e. 
16'HRa111.Rhl Qe111Jleel h6 

Blad< is not disguising his intentions in the least. A slorm is brewing on lhe 
kingside and Blad has all the time in the world to bring his pieces to their very 
best squares. 
19.Qd3 RfI )o.Ndll 

living with the C4-beasl is no fun. I de<ide Ihat its elimination I. nec�..ary af· 
lerall. 
)o..,Qe1 31.NJtC4dJtc4 n.Qdll Re7 H.Ref1Qf1 34.QflI Qds 3S.QxdS+ adS 

Getting TId of the qUtfllS ha. been a greal relief. True. I'� fallen inlo a pas­
sive ending. but thai sure beals facing a middlegame checkmating attack. Otten· 
times endings hold a number of surprises. 

In the following ending all lhe lever.; belong with 8lad<_ He un quietly pre­
pare ... g6-gs and .JS-f4, 10 break open lines in order 10 win. 1\ would be highly 
inadvisable for Whil� 10 play for eith�r 93'94 or e3-e4. as both breaks would 
r�aJ1y weaken his position. So for a while we see a gr�al deal of shuffling going 
on as Black winds up for his big breaks.. 
36.Kf)I Bl1 n.Rd1 Rff7 )8.Rdl 

The only question I really faced was; ·What to do with my king1" On the one 
hand. .camperlng over to the Cl·square looks loglul to blockade the passed 
pawn finnly. On lhe other hand. it is quitt clear that all the ensuing action is go-



Garry /(ospo.ov, 1985·1000 

ing to come on the kingside. Therefore. there are compemng reasons to hang out 
aver there and see what Garry can come up with. 
JI._Rea 39.ltcl<l1 Bfl 40-Rdi1 IIg7 

leaching the fint time-control of 40 �s in two hour!>. The second S6Sion 
of 20 moves in one hour would contin� without adjournmenL so _ would play 
a continuous six·hour session. 
U.lett Kfl 41.Rcil 1Ce7 4).Rcidl KcI644.Rhl Ik6 

Same question for Garry. Ho! deciMs hi' king might � useful on the queen· 
,ide. There are stVffal reasons for his determination. The ("ITst Is that, quite obvi· 
ously, if the h·fi� breaks open Black·, king could be In range of something bad 
happening. Se<ondly, Black has the possibility of capturing the cS·knight. In that 
case, depending upon how I recapture, 81ack could sacrifice a pawn for a break. 
through either by ... bS·b4 or by ... dS-<14, when 81ack's king becomes active and 
may.-.cart hi' C4-passer all the way home. 
45.Rhhl Sfa 46.Rdl Bd6 47.Rcidl �am tOI) 

DtMiRAM 101. Blildl to Play 

All the 10-109 and fro-i09 was taking a heavy loll on my dock. Garry now 
rna1<e, a Iong·range de<ision 10 try to ta1<e advantage of my time shortage. 
47 .•• BltcSI1 

By no means a bad decision and maybe �n lhe best move. On the other 
h;lnd, 1 was relieved. 81ack could continue "doing nothing" until thelime·control 
was reached and then adjourn. In this way he could work OUI pre<isely how best 
to continue play to make his break. GM Eduard Gufeld. for one, was annoyed 
Ih;lt Garry didn', do precisely that. 
48.<lxe5 Re41 



Chen Duel" My C<rme, wjth the World Champjons 

The big idea. Black plan� ._.(\5.04. followed by moving in with his king. I 
shouldn't play 49.R<i41 11>«14 SO.e>«l4 Re7. when after a subsequent _.Re7-el. 
there will come aruglwong and Black's rook wm break into my camp. 
O.Rhl1Rd7 

Played quickly. With this moYe Garry now went into "blitz mode" in an effort 
to push me OYer on the clock. Soon both players were blitzing like mad. me in an 
effort to avoid losing on time. Garry in an effort to pu.h me OYer. 

The .pectators wert in a tizl)' and had lined up dozens deep around the fence 
to watch the action. Tht poor demondration board bclys were frozen as the ru ... 
ners couldn't p;us the �s to the handlers In time. 
50.Rd4 15t 

The big break. This I, what Garry 11M � building up for 20 Tr'IOYeS and does 
so when my clock_time is nearly eMhalUted 
51.h>115' 

Not panio:king_ Opening up the h_ftle appears to be good for Black. but I'll 
have tricks as well II w;u far worse to play Sl_hSI when I would have to worry 
constantly about lines with either .. ,tS-f4 01 even ... gs-g4. going after the h5-

,.� 
51.Hlucg5 5�.Redll RMd4 SJ.R1<d4 Rh71 54.Ke21 RMIl (Di ...... 109) 

DIAGRAM 109. White to Play 

Playing with fl,e or a cunning winning attemptl I had e><peeted 54 ___ Rhl 
55.Rdl RM S6.Rd4. with a � of repetition. U�ing what tittle remaining time I 
had. I decided to accept the challenge that Garry had presented and go for "')' 
chances too. 
55-141 f4 

Straight aheadl Garry continued to blitz his m()IIes as there was no tlcming 

'" 
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back. Clearly 55 ... fxg4? S6.Rxg4 RhS Is not what Garry had in mind That is no way 
to treat one's own rook. 
56.uf4 Ru)11 

Humma, humma. hummal {A famous line from the ecmedian Jackie G�ason 
and one of my perS()nal favorites. This was from the American TV sit-com show 
1M Hornymoone�. Whenever Jackie's character, Ralph I<.amden. was in lroul*, 
especially with his wife. he would say. "Humma, humma, humma", and .tart 
babbling. moving his mouth and making no1� trying 10 explain hlm.elf and 
get OUI of the trouble he was in. He really was hl!anous and one of America's 
moSI beloved ecmedians.) 

Things are rtally heating up now. I thoughl lt Incredibly dangerous to grab 
the a3·pawn imlNdiately and was .tunned by the changing po$ition. I had ex· 
pected sr> .. ¢4 S1.Rxf4 Rxa3 S8.gS Ral 59.Rf6.<- and was content to think I likely 
had a perpetual. Allowing me a passed g5·pawn seelNd reckless. How would he 
stop the little fella? 
51."'15 hH 51.xf)lc)11 

Oh myl After this move there is no stopping my g.pawn. Garry had to rein in 
his ambitions and go 5B...Ra3+- 59.l<g2 Ru 6O.g6 Rei. to try and draw. Garrycon· 
tinued in blitl mode like an angry bull. There was no stopping him. 
sual d4 60.1' d) 

Nrj mind had been racing at 100 miles per hour. , didn't realize we had 
reached the time-control and wanted to react in haste. I saw a trick 61.bd3 C2 
62.Rc} Rol}1 and nearly froze. I qukkly grabbed my king and made a m<M.'. As It 
tums out, grabbing till! pawn would have been good as well, since 62.g11 would 
also have won in Ihls variation. 
6L�)lxfl 

Garry played this capture in a flash and my flag fell. Inwardly' groaned. 'was S() 
"hot" hom the game. I had no idea if I had lost on time or not. The arbrter refievtd 
my an)(iety immediately by not folfeiting me. but rather politely asking me to fill 
in my soore by presenting me with his. When I saw that he had written to move 61, 
I eculd ilfeathe a sigh of relief. Afte.- catching up with my KOresheei and studying 
till! board for a lime the arbiter appeared again and asked me to §fal my move. Of 
coune, I have 00 choke and sealed a S()TIg. 'Passed pawns must be pushed: 
62.v1-(I 

After I .ealed my move and .Iopped the clocks. calm began to be restored. 
Slowly till! runne� and handlers had caught uplothe poSition on the board and 
till! crowd of .pectato� hom 100 meters away could look upwards and see my g. 
pawn running for a touchdown. When till! awarene" hit Ihe crowd that a Syr· 
ian-born lad was about to defeat till! World Champion a .ponta�u, "la·la·la· 
b: cry began around the cavernous playing-hall (Think about the scene hom 
Ulwrenu' of Arabio where the Arab armioes attacked the Turkish train singing. 
"la·la·la·I ... " Avictorycry.) 
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Garry Kasparov. 1985-1000 

hand and said. "Tan Chin Nam_" We shool< hands and he said "You know_ Vou 
cost me a lot of money." 

"Really? How did . do that?" ' asked 
"Well. you know Oon Sc:hultz? He and , like to bet. 1\Ie been losing all my wa­

gers to Don. To break even we made a double Or nothing bet on your game with 
Kaspar()\l_ I gave Don 2:1 money odds and tool< Kaspalov. In return. ' got dfaw 
odds_ How to know that the World Champion would lose? ' thought that, with 
draw odds, Oon was giving me a chance to break even. t-k>w ,'m down 20 bucks 
and have lost my confldence." 

"Serves you right," ' anSWt'fed "You shouldn't bet against me." 
Tan Chin let out a big laugh and said "GoodTlel..1 I like you ahead)'. Let IU be 

close friends." We afe. 
There Is one ironical a.pect of the Dubal Olympiad. In this book you will have 

read my doubt!. about using Olympiad team lesuttS fal individual title norms. 
Befofe the Ouba! Olympiad playels were asked if they wanted theil individual 
lesults Tated for the FlOE Elo list. ' elected. "No." Hence, one of my fmest lesultS 
went umated 

8efore we leave Dubai. there is much stm to be said. What I'm wliting now 
has nevel been shared before. N. mentioned. Garry was definitely "distracted" 
during the Dubai Olympiad by the FlOE elections. HI! had been hosting numerous 
delegates in his suite. which was right down the hall from my room. The Ameri· 
can team got used to the de�tes trekking to Ganis abode to be p!elosed into 
voting fOf his p,efelled candidates. Garry was a tileleu campalgnl'l, as I can pel­
sonany attelol. If you evel wanted to pick a political supportl'l In such a campaign 
Gany Is lelentleu. 

At a certain moment at the height of the election, I leceived a call from Garry 
alound midnight imploling me to come to his room_ At that p!ecise moment I 
was with my gillfriend and had no intention ofleaving_ Garry was insistent, ex­
plaining that Campo manes was sending a peace emissary wflo was about to ar­
rive at any moment. Garry wanted a witnes!.. "You are the only one ' tnut_ 
vasser, I need your help." What to say/ My younger brother needed help. and I 
Wt'nt to hi. suite avel the protests of my lady friend. 

When . arrlved. Garry was in an excited mode. He was paang around at good 
speed, talking rapidly and tiding off a number of thing. on which he could not 
comp!omlse. II look me a while to get up to speed about the upcoming meeting. 
but Garrywas patient with me. Indeed, it was to be a most Important meeting. 

Garris highest priorities were that glandmasters would have more control 
over thei, own affairs. Number one on his list w;u the WOlld Champlcm.hip 
match. the WOI'ld Championship cycle, and that the players "control" this cy<:1e. 
That the titles and ratings needed to be ·profe»ionali.ted" and Ihat a romme" 
aal company be formed to make su.e these rights would attract the best spon· 
sor!.. Lastly. the 'Rul� Commiuion" should be cont.olled by the playefS as well. 



Ch"55 Duel" My Gam", with th" World Champion, 

Insuring that the rules remain unlvenal and to prevent .illye�P<'ri�nts .uch as 
reta>cing the 5O-TTICMe rule for twa knight ending. had to stop. Garry .panked hi. 
fist into hi� hand, nailing these points one by one byane. He wauld demand all 
these condition� before he could talk "peace." The P<'ace would have to Include 
condition� of positions for his candidate�. as well as player representatives on 
the FlOE Central Committee. 

Eventually. there was a kflO(k on the door. There �tOXld a Silver.haired. beauti. 
fully dressed. elderly gentleman. A picture-perfect SllKimen of wealth and 
power. I can only "mpha.ize how deeply impressed I was by hi. appea.aTKe. 
Clearly, whoever he wa., he was a man used to having his way. Again, I was im· 
pressed that C3.mpomanes cauld .ummon .uch a fonnidable representaliYt'. 
Garry began the meeting. Seriou.ly, fa. the ne>rt 20 minutes Garry .poke non· 
stop. Not once did the eml • .ary interrupt. Garry vented his feelings from the Oay 
of Shame to the present. Only when Garry had e�hau.ted what he wanted to .ay 
did the emi.sary "'P<'ak." Ouring this whole time I had been sitting on a couch 
oppo.ite the emi�$lIry, who had been sitting on a dlair facing �. Garry had 
been walking mostly araund me. but also circling the room. Both of u' watched 
him move and we adju.ted our",)ves a. Garrypaced and 'poke. 

Now it was hi. turn. The emissary .poIce and moved his mouth. Hi. voice 
barely a whisper. Garry and I looked at one another pe.ple�ed. We had mi.s.ed 
what he said entir,,'y. Garry aslced him to repeat him.elf. Again the eml • .ary 
spolce, cleally moving hi. mouth, but again the whisper was sa faint we mi.sed 
it. Garry came and .at an the couch besides me and again pre.s.ed him to repeat 
him"'lf. Was the emi • .ary a mute? After Garry was "'ated, we heard the words 
clearly and for the first time, "Ves. ' under�tand you complet"ly. I too have had 
many troubles in my dealings with FIDE. However. it is time to mak" compro­
mi",. so that we can benefIt and TTICMe chess forward •. " He had aul total atten· 
tlon. for the next 20 minutes Garry and the emissary .poIce together. quietly, 
conf"odently and with mutual respect. It was clear they would leach an under· 
�tanding. The meeting was aver. the emissary left and Garry was beaming In de­
light-The door closed 

Garry turned to me and .ald. ·'sn't it wonderful?" I turned to Garry and told 
him he was an idiot. Garry was .hocked. "Whyl" he wanted to know. I then pro­
ceeded to eotplaln that I was merely a witnes� That before the meeting Garry had 
laid out a series of principles that needed to be fOllawN. That in each and t!IIt!ry 
one of hi. ·lIOn·n�able issue." he had compromised. The emi • .ary had spun 
him around and around, and he had ba.gained away each ofhls core condition� 
"What did I mean, asked Garry. 

I did my best to eMplain funy. On the i.SIIe of creating a commercial company 
that would h� the lighl.to the World Championship tyCle a�we" a.the World 
Championship makhe�. the emi.sary had "lCpIained that approval for .uch an 
agreement mu�t come from the fiDE General As",mbly a� it was a .tatute. 

>5' 



Hence, in t� final anary-.I!. th� FlOE �n('fal As.embly could both app<CM" and in 
t� futur� abTll9Cltr t� contract, TM ulllmat� p:mer would continue to ,est 
with flOE, 

Regarding the TIght. of th� pla�r; to detennin� the site of t� match, this 
was at,eady in t� rul� Ifboth playoer; ag'ee, we had a winning bid. �nd of th� 
story, As we both under;tood., Karpov W(luld be his most likely riYal and if t� 
pla�ri didn't ag'ee, flOE tktermlnedthe winning bid, 

In the C3SIe of player 'epresentation on the FlOE Centrat Commi\tet" Garry 
"won" the right to attend. either perwnatly Or by representative. Good for himt 
What did 11 meanl One vcte. One vcte from 12 Or 141 And did GaIT)' want to 
joumeyto annual. bi·annual or Quarterly meetings with FlOE', official.? 

In the case ofhis candidates having FlOE posts, no problem. On what commit· 
tees would they like to se�1 He W(luld personally In.ure that they we,e voted In 
and approved through a fiDE �n('fal Assemblyvote. TM pos1lion. of real Influ­
ence, FlOE President. FlOE Deputy President, fiDE General Secretary (berutive 
Dil&tor) were fill<'<i. 

And so It went down the entife list. Garry had compromise(! on each ofhis key 
points and the bargain made eamed him precisely nothing_ Garry turned pen • 
• ive, and I tool< my leave. 

Upon .eruming to my room, I discCM"red I'd be spending the night alone. As 
my mind was racing from the meeting and discussions I carefully replayed them. 
ana�lng what had been spolen, what had been agreed and making sure that as 
a witness my interpretation was correct. I wrote down some notes, a practke I've 
made for all the major meetings I've attended. 

Having completed my notes, I found that �p would not come to me, so I 
picked up a book that was on my bed table. II was by Mark McCormack. the 
founder of lntemational Marketing Group (IMG), tho! la'gest sports agency in the 
world. Hi. company had made him a billionaire. It was the first book of his .ems 
and was entitled Wh<It n.�Don't Tl'aCh You At Harwrd Bus;M35 Schoo/. 

Through example MCCormack expLain<'<i how making business In the thee>­
retkal sense of academia collides with the true reality of the business world. TM 
contras" were brilliantly chosen and highly amusIng. MI:(ormack devot<'<i an 
omtire chapte' to a man from Venewela, Rafael Tudela. In thl!. chapter the bril­
liant business man managed a th.ee·way trade whereby Ar�ntine beef. 6ra�;r. 
ian soybeans and Venezuelan oil we.e all traded with no ca� involved. It was a 
ma�lous coup and billionaire McCormack spole highly of Tudela's abllity_ To 
quote: "Several yeaI'! ago I met a Venezuelan on and shipping bu,inessman by 
the name of Rafael Tudela. As I have come to know, respect and adm'.e him, he 
has impresse(! me a. the quintes.ential street-smart executive: 

The word "quintts.enhal" jolted �, and I had a sudden realization. I got out 
of bed to check my trou.er pockets, and I found the emi"ary's bUSiness card 
tucked away. Indet>d, it was the very same Rafael Tudela. Serendipity at play. 

'" 



Chess Duel!: My Gomes with the World Chompiom 

Garry had come up against one of the true masters ofbusinen and finance. and 
dil.cowred � wasn't in his league. Not even close. 

A mystery for me is wI1at happened to Rafael Tudtla. the quintessential capi. 

talist who ran clrc .... around Garry. Allowing myself room for con)ecture. I would 
l<Iy that It seems that at .orne point T�la and Campomanes split. and Tudela 
withdrew from flOE. Whe.e did � go? Was � still interested in chessr I nevel 
I<IW him again. I ""ked Don Schultz about him and was told that Tudela had 
medical pooblems and started losing his tytslght. He was an extraordinary man 
and who Irnows what � might have accomp1is�d for c�" if given a proper 
chance? 

One I""t story about Dubai before we take our leave. It Is often diSC\U!-ed In 
chess circles whether it is a good idea to take your wifelhusband or lowr to a 
tournament. Manyhave strong views. I un only «ho the words of an American 
athlete when asked about se� before a track meet. He replied. "1\ ain't the 
catchin' that's the problem. it's the ch""in'" My view is dear: wife or husband at 
an tvtnt. yes. The relationship is on .olid. stable g.ound. Such partners ale a 
foundation and can help. A lowl. on the other hand. can both assist and dttract. 
When t� relationship is going well. positive emotions and confldence can be 
boosted d.amatically. When t� relationship sputten. and fans. it can be a fltTce 
distraction. Such happened to me in Duba!. 

I had a partner of several yUfS and she wanted a deeper commitment for OUr 
relationship. A commitment I was unable to TTI<11e at that time. On the eve of the 
final round she brolo:e up with me. Emotionally I plummeted badly. The last 
round was a crucial match as we faced a st.ong 6ul9arian team and we kad a 
na"ow lead owr the foeld. Up until that moment I enjoyed. a wonderful tvtnt; 
after 11 games played I was undefeated while beating the world's best on board 
one with a plus five result. Clearly my team captain wanted me in the team. as 
did I. Now I was an emotional wr«k.: lightning and thunder out of t� blue sky 
What to dol Shouid I ask my team captain to d.op my narne from t� team at 
the last minute and rea"ange the lineup? Or suck It up and concentrate? I dlOSt 
the latter. 

Not to disparage GM Kim GeorgltY's perfo""ance In any way - he won a fine 
garne Indeed - but I wasn't there. , was hollow Inside and played. as if in a 
warped trance. My result injured our team's ckances. As it turned out, the SeM· 
els won their match ave. Poland 4.(1. and we had no chance of such a .esult Yer· 
sus 6ui9aria. .o the gold medals slipped away. To make matters wont, .odid the 
silve. medals. as England won Its match 4.(1 against a good ar;uilian team. The 
USA tool< b.onze. 

When you tai<t a committed partner with you to an event. flrle. When your 
relationskip is young O. unstable the .esuhs can be dangerOU'>. You play with 
fire. Play carefully. 
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The Grandmasters Association (GMA) 
Although kasparov'� Soviet team WOO the gold medals in Dubai. it wao; an event 
that he would p<ooably prefer to forget. His loss to TTH! was painful. and even 
more so IhI! gn'at effort<; he made to chan� the FIO£ leadership came to naught. 
Deeply di.a>uraged. he felt that he had had enough of flOE and iU officials. and 
would strike out in a brand new direction. At juo;t the right moment a new man 
appea.ed On the s<:ent'. 6essel KolL Be<,;sel was the President of SWIFT (Society for 
WorldMde Interbank finanr:ial Transactions). a membership'OWlled bank wire· 
transfer group. and had taken a deep interest in chess. Garry wanted to start a 
new organization. a union of chess professionals. and needed help. Would Be<,;sel 
initially sponser the costs of forming such a body and help him have it legally 
registeredr Bessel not only agreed to finance thl! projecl but also brought con· 
siderable skills to the table in terms of Its registration and legal status. The first 
thing Garry would have to do was to form a Board of DireclOl's so that tho! Arti· 
cles could be discussed and the process begun. 

Garry went from fiDE campalgnt'r to player Board of Director campaigner 
overnight. He asked Anatoly karpov (I). ljuoomir ljubojevlt, Lajos PortiSCh. John 
Nunn. Jan Tlmman and me to become directors In his new project. and WOn the 
support of all of us. Everyone agn'ed tD WOn together and help the new OTganl. 
zation. Quite a remarkable feal when you think about it. In those daY' Garry had 
the respect and admiration of his colleagues and not just heCil.use he was thl! 
World Champion. Here wao; someone who was working really hard to boot·�trap 
che.,; and to lift it toa much hlgherlevet Garry is indeeda man of"big ideas." 

I first met llessel in Ilrussels in March 19l16. when I played in the SWIFT tour· 
nament Iogei:her with Karpov. We got along immediately and it pleased me 
greatly to have such a wonderful sponsor. It was a great surprise to see him in 
Duhal as well. for me. Garrywas the mother of the GMA. giving birth to it. while 
Bessel would be: the fathe •• providing securtty and support. Jointly the two would 
crute a golden age of che.,; -if only for a period that was far too short. 

In Dubal. it was dKided that tho. first meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
rrwly-minted organization. the Grandmasters Assodation. would take plate In 
�bruary. 1981 in Brussels. where Bessel was based at the time. All the alTang"" 
mf!nts and costs were to be bornt' by Bessel and his staff. 

The birth of the GMA was not overlooked by FlO( offidats. lt was decided that 
lhe GMA and flOE would hold their first meeting Iogei:her In Brussels aft�r tho. 
GMA had been legally incorporated Things were moving very fast Indeed 

In Dubai. Garry had carefully sketched out ideas for what he called "The 
World Cup." A series of six world-class events featuring the top chess stars 
played over a two-ye�r period. It would have a multI-million dollar cosl and 
Garry was convinced that with th� right commercial spon§(lrs the events would 
be: a hug� success. drawing tn the media. elevating ches� and leading to big pria 
monies and rewards for the players. He was absoJut�ly right 
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�bruary came quickly. W� all camt to thrash about, haggl� and Iron out a se­
ries of Artidl:"l fcr our new OTganization. Bessel was a ma....elous host and tossed 
his wife Pif:oTTl:'tte into the fray as well. Pierrette was an attorney by training and 
a damned fino:' Onl:' at that. She was wise, tolerant and patient. She also knew 
how to chair a meeting. l·m certain that without her the meetings might have 
ended in chaos and nothing would have been accomplished In addition, Bessel 
induded another 'NOnderfu11ady. Angela Cay of Toronto. � organi�ation 'NOuk! 
need an Executive Director and Angela was a spark.plug of energy. She too 
played an Important role In our meetings and Insured that we stayed on the 
agenda and accomplished our buslnl:"l� 

/Is you. can l1nagl"", having the woI'Id's best pla�rs at a meeting to dIscuss 
theIr own mu.f'fits can it!ad totumultuous discussions. We became bogged down 
on numerous tSSUI:"l. for Instance, we _re the Grandmasters /lssodation, a union 
dedicated to chess professional� Clear. But Id us takethe 'NOrId "professional" for 
a moment and. think about Its meaning. �re were SOInI! wrtters and jouma�ts 
who wen! indeed professional owmg their liYI:'�hoods to their chess wrtti�. 
Could they betOTrN:' members? What about merchants who dealt exclusively with 
chess produ<"'? Too, then! were coaches and trainers. not neo:essarily grandmas­
ters either. who earned their livings from chess training. Could they. as profession­
als. join our merry bAnd as well? Was the name "Grandmasters Association" per­
haps confusing? Would it be bette. to say "Chess Professionals A.ssoclatlonr 

Another Oller-arching issue related to the "grandmasters" themselves. Who 
were they and where did they live? focusing for a moment only on those who 
had been awarded the title from FlO(. a small investigation would instantly re­
veal that the vast majority of the 'NOrld's grandmasters lived behind the Iron Cu.­
taln. In fact, two nations. the Sovlet Union and Vugoslavla, held a majority of the 
WOI"Id's grandmasters. The moment the GMA held its first members· meeting. 
players from these two natioos could combino:' thei. ""'-1:"1 and move or overturn 
any legislation On their awn. The ""Wl:"iIem" grandmasteos would be out"9unned 
2:1 at least. So we had to choose a formula on how to "limit" tire votes of any ooe 
nation without taking away the .epresentation that came with each voting 
membe •. We dl'cided that t� maximum members' vote from any 0"" nation at 
a membe.s" ml:'eting would be 25 percent of the total. The discussions continued 
long and hard for th.eo:' COTlS«utive lengthy days. 

I was very proud of my coneague5. Everyone was permitted a voice and �\l'ery­
ooe made endur!ng and positl"" comments. t was Impressed that despite the 
lack of legal traIning we all kept up with the 1e9"1 r�strktlons presented by p;.,­
rette. Of the ""Ius, t'NO spol<e the loudest, Gany and Lfubo (Ljubomir ljubo}eYll: 
of Vugoslavla). At Urnes they were very combati"" and feiSty. At other times they 
got along extretnely well. This combativeness of t� Board was at times rather 
too much for )ahn Nunn, and he beta""" the first to 'esign his �at on the Board 
of Directors. 

'" 



Gorry f(olPOTOV. 19B5-2000 

After the three strenuous days of discussion OUr Articles of Incor-poration 
were completed We had hemmed and hawed and chewed Our way through 
them. and had a crystallized vision of how the or9'lnlzation could operate. cou­
pled with a mission statemenl We were all exhausted. 1Je,;<eI congratulated 
each ofus and said, "Now we ha� 10 sign." 

"Sign'" said Kasparov. "I'm not sure I can. As the GMA will become a poHtlcal 
counterweight to flD£. t will ha�to get special permission from my federation." 
Acomment Immediatelye<hoed by Anatoly Ka'P<"'. 

ufos Fortisch too began to feel uncomfortable. "Yes. Gany is righl l! would 
be best that l;uk my Hungarian Chess Federation. 

hen lJubo. from the much freer nation of Yugoslavia, professed his own 
doubts. "t do not think the Yugoslav Federation will ob}e<t, but thq should he 
asked. Yes. Deftnlte1y1" 

As this toollefsatlon moved around the table something be9'ln to stir In me. 
Perhaps it was my tiredness from the three long days of discussion and argu­
ment, and )et,la!j. wnatever the! cau .... I simply snapped and committed the 
worst faux pas of my life. Without thinking ' made an outburst as follows, "Gen­
tlemenl Please! This is rldiculousl" I Shouted. AS' went on, my o;oite grew louder: 
"We haW! been arguing for three days. At last, we ha� a document we an agree 
upon. It is why we came here. If we don'! sign there is no organilation. wtJat do 
we need. the permission of OUr mothe.-.r The moment this final word left my 
lips I regretted my outburst. Almost immediately the whole room broke down in 
convulsllrl:- laugh!er. At first I was confused. wtJat had I saldl Then I reaHzed that 
during many of the meetings Kaspa.ov would leaw the room to speed-dial and 
speak with his mother. j turned to Gany In open-mouthed horror to mumble an 
apology, but he had turned bright red and lool<ed away flom me. The laughter 
went on for a very long time before ljubo said. "Okay, okay. , sign: In tum every' 
one signed I had shamed them Into standing up forthem ... tves. 

That night I went to Garry's room and softly knocked On his door to offer my 
most sincere apologies. "Gany. I'm SO sorry. , was angry and the words just 
popped out of my mouth. I wasn't even thinking' Pk'ase fo'g;"" me." I began. 

Gany was having a hard time looking at me directly. Clearly he w;u still SOf1! 
at my stinging words. "II is all right. , know you we,en'! speaking a9'linst me. 
you spoke emotionally. Never mind. You know. maybe it was the best thing that 
you did the whole day! Without your comment maybe we wouldn'! si-gn and in 
MOScOW they would be debating for months'" Gany started to laugh. and ' knew 
I had been forgiven, I was greatly relieved I was tremendously proud of what he 
was trying to a.tcompHsh. A young man from the Soviet Union, treating an inter­
national or9'lniutlon based in 6!usse1s1 Appointing himself and receiving the 
unanimous support of his Board of Directors to make him the P.esidenH To cre­
ate an organization that would seek capltall Was this pr� Communist �hav' 
lor' Clearly. he was showing great daring. My umntended insult laid me low for 
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quite a while. It taugltt me to bite my tongue in mo"""n" offnmrirticm and eo;.. 
pt<:ially anger. Ganis only soliloCe was that in a� hiS MOS<Ow apparatchiks did 
be<ome upset with him. they would haw: to be upset with urpov ao; well. They 
would both be In the same hot·�at. 

Once the GMA had bftn legally .egistered. the FlOE offi�ls all a� S� 
lng §OUndly In my room at the 8rus�ls Sheraton Hotel I was surprised to rece;"'" 
a telephone all. "Mr. Seirawan? This 15 reception. I'm sorry. but Mr. Schulu is 
coming to town and we nt't'd your room. Would you plea� help us?" 

Of cour�, I knew that Don Schultz of the FlO( Central Committee was oomlng 
to town and r"d be damned if he COUld have my room. Let him find another. ' was 
about to voice an ob1«ti0n when the receptioolst continued, "Pl<'a�, }<lu 
wouldn', have to do a thing. We will do all the packing and moving for you. We 
have arranged a suite for you On the top floor. There will be a bud .. et of cham­
pagne waiting for you in your room and we will give you a hOI) voucher for a 
dinner in our restaurant._" Hmm. Well, if the hotel was going to put it tlKltway, ] 
decided my current room wasn't so special after all and Oon could enjoy it to his 
heart's tontenL I a((f::pted. 

Of course. I shared my good fortune with my fellow Directors. and Jan Tim, 
man made a beeline for the champagne, which he prooO\mced quite good. We 
all shared a toast together. The suite was magnificent, and Garry upresSl:'d his 
admiration, mentioning that now my room was twice as large as the GMA Presi­
dent's. We wert all in a very good mood. FlO( was nOW at our door and coming 
before Ul;. Things were going to b«ome quite interesting. and we were prepared. 
Better stiH. Bessel and pj..,rrette had managed to Instill in all ofus a sense of con­
fidence and a clear direction. We were ready for the challenge. 

The meeting between FlO( and GMA officials tool< place at the Sheraton H0-
tel. in ooe of Its many conference .ooms. We were all �ated behind our respec­
live long tables covered with while lablecloths and spoke for two days. In tTllth. 1 
an hardly recall what was said. It didn't seem to me that anything truly coocrete 
was agreed. but only that we would seek to cooperate and make our best mutual 
efforts. fair enough. 

At one moment I had a quiet word with Don Schultz, the useF represo.ntatM 
from flor'oda and a close friend. I asked him about his room. Don said it was fine 
and seemed mystified by the question. His quiuical eJcpre5sloo made! TnI:' ask him 
his room number. NcAhing personal strictly professional ' assured him. He told TnI:' 
and I reaHzed it wasn't my old room . •  went to the recepticmlst to ask and was told 
that the US Stcretary of State, � Shultz, was ,n town for a NATO meettng and 
that for security reasom his staff wanted the whole 16th floor to themseM:s . •  had 
been the only guest 00 that floor, SO It was decided to evacuate me. I never met 
Geo<ge Shultz, but two thumbs up for him and his rose·tattooed derri!!11!. 

After the meetings with fiDE, Bessel took the CMA Board out to a ,estaurant 
to reflect on the wee!<, what had been accomplished and his views of FlOE. As a 

'" 



GOfry /(OSporov, 1985·20c0 

newwme. to the woold of chess. his insights were a .eal hamme.·blow to thl:' 
GMA Board and OUT 0Wll pe«:eptions of OUT sman _.ld. Bessel·s view as hi:' 
sha.ed it with us that night would also be quoted befo<e a public audience: "I've 
neve. been in a .oom where the.e were so many people who seemed to hate 
chess." Harsh words Indeed. 

A further recollection of the joInt Flo{/GMA meet1ng was havIng Belgian waf· 
fles with Robert Hamilton. a member of the Canadian delegation. SI..kJhn's, New 
Brunswick had made a winning btd to host IhI:' candidates' Matches, and a big 
festival was being planned. The event was a mess because the rules ofille cy<1e 
hadn't been settled. Can;tda was also aspiring to place a Canadian rep.esenta· 
tive in the event. Robert and I debated a hosl of vanous fomat. and settled On 
one thai we liked best for helping the �.ests of all parties. We wrote it up on 
the back of a napkm. It would be my job tota]uo backourp.oposal and to "sell" it 
to the FlO{ officials. I did They liked the fomat, and the SI. John·s chess festival 
turned out to be ont' of the very best in thl:' WOI"ld 

My "'I'xt duel with Garry was at the following Olympiad in n.es .... lonikl 
Greece. again in the all·lmportant USA v USSI! match. Thistlme Garry would take 
his revenge fo< Dubioi. scoring the pivotal win for his team and providing the 
winning Zy.·1Y. margin. 

Before we begin with the game, a few words about the 1988 Thes�lonikl 
Olympiad. Astute readers will haW! noticed my 1980 game versus Mikhail Tal in 
Malta, my 198Z game against Anatoly I(arpov In lucerne, and my 1986 game 
against Garry kasparov m Dubal - but no 1984 Olympiad game against the So­
vi� squad. What haWl:'ne<i? It Is a long story and 111 make it short. In those days 
a good portion of the US Olympic team eMJlI:'TlSe funding was p.ovided by the 
American Chess Foundation {AUl· At that time thl:' ACF was headed by James 
Sherwin. He decided that instead of having ratings qualify team members, it 
would be better if the teams we.e decided by a selection committee. I'm aware 
that a few nations do use a selection committee to decide thei' teams. while 
othe. natIons .elyupon a captaIn to choosethe playe.s. 

In the US. where politics seem to be a facto. in many chess decisions. I was 
strongly opposed to a selectlon committee. The objective aiterlon - ratings only 
- had worked well enough and more often than not the US teams outperformed 
thei. expected rating .esult 

To impose a selection committee, the USCf would haw to agree with the 
ACFs demands. Again. as the USCf .elied on the ACf for funding of oul two 
teams. Men's and ladies·. thl:' Golden Rule prevalled- he who has the gold makes 
the rules. With the USCF on boa.d the "'I'xt problem was: "whO would serve on 
the selection committeer My friend o. you�? Not surprisingly the P.esldent of 
the ACF. James Sherwin. and the President ofthi:' USCF, Steven Doyle. put them· 
selves on the selection committee. The idea that thesoi' two could judge the dif· 
fe.ent st.engths and weaknesses of g.andmasters is absurd. t think Doyle was 
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"B" player stlength, while Sherwin was a reti.ed 1M player. SheTWin finished 
third in the 19$7-58 US Championship (behind Bobby fischer and Sammy Re­
shtv-;l<y). HI! played. alheit not veT}' sua:essfully. In the 1958 lntermnal. scoring 
7v.nO. 

Who is stronger: lubomir kavalel< or John fedorowia? What wouldyou do to 
answer thisqUl:'sttOTl? Pefsonally, t would look at their Individual fesults and lo0Io: 
at their ratings ... 

I ob}e<;ted strongly from the start of the whole process. That the SpornoT (the 
ACF) could also choose the players struck me as an aHogether bad Idea. MyobJ«· 
lions fell on deaf ears. I was told to get with the program or get out of the way. I! 
was a veT}'difficul! personal choice for me to make as I ",ally en}oyed the strong 
camaladene of the team. In the end. t decided to withdraw as a player and of. 

fered myself In any other capacity. analyst. COiICh. captain. All my offers to help 
the tum as best I could were ",buffed 

In this maelstrom I received a seaTing letter from the then USCF Executive Di· 
rector, Gelard Dullea. He chalacterized my actions as beIng "insane." An emotive 
woo-d in the world of chess. I was vilified In C/>eH Life magaZine as a prima donna 
wishing to play first board only or not to play al an. II was a remarkable charge 
as I was a9"-inst the selection commitlft from the start, not knowing who would 
be chosen. the board order or why. 

At that time I was most worried about two players with whom I had dose 
friendships. Roman Ozindtichastw11i and "lubosh" Kava1ek. I strongly fel! that 
both players deserved to be on the tum and both had had run_ins with USCF 
officials. In the original line·up. I was happy to see that Roman was in. Excellent 
Board one. �n. Bette. still. I was invited to play boald two and thele was no 
lubosh on the team at all. I! was cruel favolitlsm In a veT}' ugly form. 

After I declined my Invitation, Lubosh was offeled boald thre... which I found 
amUSing: how ;s it possible that when I'm On a team of six players, there is no 
Lubosh, but when I'm off the team lubosh not only makes the team but vaults 
over �ral other players to be worthy of playing board three? Welcome to the 
sel<'ction committee process where .easom are not given. Nor do they have to be 

Much to my joy, the team played verywell; Roman had a fantastic resul! tool I 
was veT}' pleased for the team. Unfortunately. my withdrawal would have deep 
",percussions. In a way that ;s hard to describe. I was "black·balled" or "black. 
Hsted" by USCf officialdom for years and years. 

fortunately. the selection committee was a one-Qff experiment and the fal· 
ings criterion was put back in 1986. I played fOf the team theleafteT. That Is the 
short version ofhow I missed the 1984 team. A longer version !ncludes a sloT}' of 
my meeting with the ACF becutive OirectO!' Allen Kaufman In NVC. wile..., we 

diSCUssed the selection committee and compromises. II is the only time r"" cried 
In front of anothel man besides my father. I pledged Allen not to r�al my emo­
tional distress and to my knowledge he kept his promise and never did. 
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ThO:' whole experience wa� absolutely dreadful and emotionally damaging. I 
lhink I stoWf:'d playing in tournaments for si� months and §eriously considt'red 
giving up ch�s. I spolo:e about sU(h a decision with my mother who told me that: 
OSman minds always try to �top others. You ha.-e to decide wht'ther lhey will suc­
ceed or not." I".-e often wondered what I would have chosen if I had stopped play· 
mg professionally. At that ti� I was the i<lndlord of two rental property homes. I 
�uspect real-<:'state would ha.-e bI:'oome my profession. and in the dec.ild� that 
followed Seatt� n:'al esta.te appreciated tremendo .. nly. ThO:' ways of fate an:' 
strang .. and unknown. 

Garry Kasparov-Yauer Selrawan 
Thessalonild Olympiad, :1.988 

Queen's Gambit Accepted 

Ld4d51.HO <5 3.<:4dx<44.N<:3 
At the ti� I was SP<"cialiting In the Qu<'eTl's Gambit Accepted. which 9O':'S to 

e><plaln Gany"s unusual order of opening fnOI/I:'S. I now felt that I had beoen soml:'-­
what aught out in the opening. If I play 4 ... Nf6, White need nol cooperat .. with 
the la� 5,"3, transposing into the line I wanted. but Un try for a bigger 
advantage with S.dS!, with 0'2-<:'4 to fol1ow. If I play4.-.. 6 then S.<'41 is ana: again 
a sUJN'rior ..... rsion of the regular QGA. In futun:' garrN:"i. I'd play the tried and tflit' 
2 ... Nf6, which is th .. most circumspect. 
4-.cxd4 5.Qxd4 Qxd4 6.Nxd4 Bd71! 

When I �sayed the t .. xl it �truck me a� a clever move thai would neutralite 
th .. position the mom""t a timely ... Nb8-t6 could be played. I"m du .. l�s as to 
what attfact .. d me to it. a� it win soon be<:ome painfully obvious that the TOOVI:' 
sucks and Bla.:k will find himself in difficulties. 

l1O'markably. Black an keep a playable position with the surprising 6 ..... 51 
7.NdbS I:d81. which at first glana: appears to be overwhelming for White. But in 
a game 1 had with l<'v Alburt. 1 managed to tum the ta.bles quickly after scm .. 
quite natural play from my opponent: 8.Bel Be61 g.o-o-o+ Nd7 lO.S><a7 Ngf6 
11£4 R><a71 lZ.NxaJ Ng41 and In an Insta.nt White was in serious trouble. An­
other natural lil'N! of play Is B.8gS+ Nf6 9.0-0-0. Nd7 lO.NdS a611 11.N><ffi Be71, 
with a lively rrN:"is. My main line of pre�ration was a ta.ctical minefield that cem­
tlnued H.NG RbS 1].NcdS gxf6 14.Nxf6 Re81 1S.<'4 bS. with even chances. 
7.NclbSI 

Clearly the strongest 1l"IO\'Oe. White might eke out .. symbolic ed!Jl:' after 7."4 
Nc6 B.Nxc6 8xe6 9.BxC4 rii, but I didn't think it was §el"ious. Men:' importantly, 
neith .. r did Garry. 
7_N.l6 ''''4 Nf6 (Oi.Iaram 110) 
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OIAatAM 110. Wh1teto Play 

lUll! 
Fiddlestick<;l Or something 1ike that. There goe-.; my preparation out the win­

dow. Much li1<e in my King'� Gambit game with 60rk Spa<;$ky. I myopitally con­
centrated upon the natural 9.811:(4. considering it fOT1:ed in OTder to regain the 
pawn. protect the bS-knight and $tOp my ._Nf6xe4 threat I thought thilt in that 
case I could successfully untangle my a6·.night by 9 ... RcSl lO.b) Nb41 11.Nxal 
RXG4!. with roughly equal chaTl(es. 

Now I had to leassess the sitliiltlon. The good news is that my posttlon wasn't 
lefuted, as happened with Bolls. The bad news was that I leaHzed I'd he under a 
lot of plessule fOT many !l1CM'S 10 come and I'd have 10 defend veT)' acclifately. 
Theposltion I wanted to avoid was 9 ... e5 10.1Ig5 (10.Be] 8e61 is all right fm Black) 
10...Be6 11.0-0-0 Be7 12.B><f6 gxffi l].Kbl when I h'ared that White might man· 
age to damp down em the central dS-sqliil�. Hence, my game deckion. 
'H.8llbSI 

Not a happy choice to part with the two bishops, especially as in many varia· 
lions It is nn to be able to play ... Bdl-e6 and retain the (4·pawn. On the other 
hand, I had a dear idea of how to continue the game. 
1O.NI<b5 .-5 11.k) Bb4 .. 12.J(fl Ke11 1l.8xc4 Rhcll 14-bc:l Bc51 

The key point. By trading off the two bishops I neutralile White's pre5SUle. 
15.Rhdl B .... J .. 16.ICxeJ !Dias.arn Ill} 

Good defensive play has brought US to the diagrammed position. wt1e� 1 now 
missed a Key leSOUlCe. Had 1 played the correct 16 ... Nc11 1 think the game would 
have been easlly dlawn. That movoe had not occurred to me b«ause Ihelhleat of 
Nb5·d6 loomed so large in my imagination, it had to be stopped. 



Corry Kosporov. 1985-2000 

DIAGRAM 111_ libel< to PLoy 

lr....PHlI1 
So, I stopped White's threat 
While the teKt isn't bad. I could have Silved myself a boat-t�d of trouble by 

16 ... Nc71 17.Nd6 Ncd5+1 (the resource that I missed) 18.B><d5 N><d5+1 19.Kfl Kxd6 
20.Rltd5+ Ke6 2l.Rcdl Rc61, with a dead even ending. Of course. after 16_.NC7. 
White an retreat with 17.Nc3. to retain some pieces, but in that case I've solved 
the problem of my eoanl a6-knlght and can start thinking about 17 ... Ne6 or 
17 ... NceB. with a fairly level game. 

The other way to ·stop· Nb5·d6 was 16 ... Rc61I, when I fearN something could 
go wrong after 17.Bd5 NxdS+ IB.cxdS Ru1 19.Rul, with advantage for WhIte, 
thanks to my wayward piecH. 

The ten may appear overly defemive, but ooce Black is able to play ... Na6-<7. 
fOO'.;t of his problems wlli be over. 
17_ .. )11 

It is by no means an easy task for White to keep the presSUTe going. In fact, 
Garry spent SO minutes agonizing ove. the te><t. which p-.evenh the des;.ed 
17 ... Na<:7 by 18.N><e7 Nxc7 19.B><f7I. snapping off a pawn 

Note that the attractive-looldng 17.&1511 RltU l8.RltU Nb41 is quite helpful 
for Black. when again the a6-problem has been solved. as the b7-pawn is poi­
_"-

The Ie"'. On the other hand. Is a subtle move designed to e�t .. "' control over 
the c-file by threatening to trade rool<s On c8 and capture the a7-pawn. 
11 •• bU 

n..,se weren't easy decisions, Giving up the c-file meant good pressure fof 
White. When I played 16 ... NeB. my hope was to meet 17.Bb) with 17 ... NcSI, when 

'" 
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White ha� two ehoi,�s. ThO:' fi�t croHroad, l8.RdS Nxb31 19.RxeS� Kf81 200Rd 
Rxc8 21.a.xb3 Ral 21.Nxa7 Rxg2 23.RbS Rxhl 14.Rxb7 Rxb2, Is a. wipeout varia­
tion and White comes up empty.handed. My problem was tho! Hne 111.8<lSI a6 
19.NC1 RabS 20.b4 Ne6 21.B><e6 Kxl:'6 2l.N�41 Nd6 23.NeS� K"'7 24.RdS ffi 2S.Rrol 
Rc6 (01�&r .. m 112). a variation that had a (ertain "flow" about the moYl'!S. They 
all seeTMd natural and besl bringing us to our ana¥i, diagram. 

ANALYSIS DIAGRAM 112. White to Play 

I now think that I mad'" an error of tudgment and that in fact my position I. 
quite defl:'nsible. At the board and in my mind·, ey'I' I didn't like the doubled 
rooks and the strong (S-kni9ht om' little bit. and so avoided this variation. In 
fact. it is hard for White to make any progress at all. 81ackjust play-.; ._RbB-<l.S and 
... Rei5-c7. and I don·t see any problems 
11.bel ffi 

Finally. and at long last. I'm nOW ready to play .. Na6-b41 and bid fof my free­
dom. 
19.13 

Jerk. 
19 •.• Nd6 (Di",,,,,,m 113) 

I realized tho!re was no way that Garry would let my a6-knlght escape to b4, sa 
I had planned a �econdary meanS of escape 1<1"9 ago with the text. If White 
wants to play <In. he would ha� to sacrifice. 

In pa��ing. pleilSOi' note t�t 19._KdSn W.1:le61 Nat7 doesn·t � my prob­
lems. but it does end them afte. 11.Rd1+! Ke7 1l.Nxc7 Nxt7 n.Rd7� Kxe(i 
24.RxC7, when White wins. 



Garry Kosporov, 19B5-l000 

DIAGRAM 11). Whlt.to Play 

W� now reached a key moment. Garry has been �ry suspicious of my open. 
ing play (so ha� I). and for the whole game my a6-.night has dominated both 
our thought poocesses. GaTI)' must punish me fat my enant play. To do that. he 
will ha� to �erif\ce two minor pieces fot rook and pawn. I wrongly Judged the 
trade to be in my favor. Garry rightly judged it to be equal. in which ca� he 
should continue to play on. 
10.8<151 

I now find it amusing that I was happy to \.ee this e�cellent move. At the time, 
lthought Garry was going �r the line in pur;uit ohictory, ao; he did in Dubai. 
2G. •• Nxb5 

Grabbing the loot and seizing with both hands what I thought �re my win· 
ning (haT\C6. It was �fer toplay lO ... RbS 21.NXl!.1 Kd71 (21 ... I!aB11 U.NcB+1 wins 
for White) Z2.a4 Ne7 13.Bc41? RaS Z4.Nb5 N�C4' 25.R><e4 N .. bS 16.a .. bS Kd6 21.b6 
Ra6 ZS.Re7 Rdl6 Z9.R"g7 R�bzl. wit h a comfortable draw. 
21.8 .. b7 Nbc7l 

Again, the �jsions are so difficull to make:. For ages rye wanted to bring the 
a6-knight into play. Was now the right time fo. 21 ... Nae7 Z2.B�a8 N.aS, solving 
my conundrum? I fu.ed that me. 23.ReS Nb6 24.Rc5 Nd4 25.RC7+ KfB my win­
ning chances �r� zero, while my losing chances were much higher. I made the 
right choice. 
n .• o. N .... B 2).RcB 

At the start ofplay, Garryhad pLa� "softly" with his piec�s, but over the lao;t 
few moves. as the tension increased. he began to play "ha.d" He would "screw 
the pieces into the squares. and �n "mash" o. "vibrate" the pieces onto their 
squares before releasing them and pressing hlselock. 1t was becoming annoying. 
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and I could feel emotion starting to wen up inside at me. Ifhe kept up his beh ..... · 
ioT, then! might come a violent e><JIlosion ofanger. 
n .. .Hb6 

Not my fint inr-tinct, but again the right choice. Initially. I planned to try 10 
"trap" White', rook. The;"tea I had in mind was B ... N8c7 24.b4 Kd7 25.Rg8 Ne8. 
planning to k� White's rook trapped in the CCIfI">er. I rejected the line becau� 
2S.Rf8 Ke7 26.Rcg forC6 an immediate repetition. 
24.R&BI 

It is clear that White should keep an active rook. Should it retreat with 24.R(11 
Kd81 my hope! of bringing my lmIghb into active position, won·t be jult a 
dream. they will be quickly rea1i�ed. Qearly, a rook ,ttreat would lose two tempi 
and help me n!position my knights. 
24-.Kf7 25.1!h8 Nest 

A brave but wrong·headed attempt to win the 9<'me. After the straightfcrr· 
ward 25 ... NC4. 26.Ke2 N�bll1.Ra81 NC5 28.1""7. KfSl? 28.1\4 Nba4 61...:. has an 
impregnable fortress on the q�nside. I thought the position offered me ""'"' 
and therefore there was 00 reason to force a premature draw. 

Note that White shouldn't misjudge his chances either with 15._NC4+ 
26.Kd311 Nxb2+ 17.KC3 Na4+ 2S.KC4 Nb6. 29.KbS Nc,. 1O.Kc6 Ne6. as while 
White', ...:tiw1 king imp'esses, the position favors BI...:k. If White continues 
wrongly with 31.hh711 Kg81 H.RM Nf41 33.Rg3 Nc4 34.34 Ne2, BI...:): is in COJl). 
mand thanks to the Incn!dibiy clumsy rook. However . .-..en if White avoids cap. 
turing the poisoned h7·pawn and continues 31.RbS Nd4. 32.Kd6 (32.KCSl1 Nd7+ 
wins the rook), then 32 ... Nc4+ wins the a3-pawn and Blaei has all the dlance� 
26.Rb81 

With this move Ganylashed out and smashed the clock with a cl�d fhl. Un­
fortunately, the 1AbJ.e happened to have little give to it and the end resuh � 
that all the pieces jumped off their squares. I was furious. Indeed. Garl)l had 
been so violent that on the adjacent board the game between Kal"pO'l and Gulko 
was also diltu,becj by Garty's outbunt a5 thei, pieces jumped as well. So here I 
was. pieces spewed about my clock running and now this. for the last few 
moves Garry had been doing hil "piece screwing" bliSlness, and I had lIad 
enougll. 

I decided right tllere and tllen that a solid right puncll to theJaw was the rt­
quired respo�, and I clenclled my fist. Galty', �n� of self·pre�.vation kieied 
Into higll gear faster than I could "make my move." Garry put hi' hands in the an 
and kept saying. ·Sorry. Sony. Soll)ll" Repeatedly. All the whilf: readjusting the 
pieces and putting them on thllir propel squarts.. Garry's sudden change to a 
fawning apology disarmed m�. The rush of adn!nalin that wanted me to put Kas­
par"" in a diffen!nt time-zone had nowhere to go. and I found that It took """ 
many minutes to restore my concentration. 

While not In time·trouble. I Wa5 beginning to drift in that direction, and the 
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whole Incident had a completely unnerving effect upon me. In my whole ca'e<!' I 
had never been In such a situation, although .ome opponento; had been well and 
truly .ude, But thls� Talk about enfant t"ribie behav'Klr. What had caused Garry 
to behave so badly? I have no idea of the P'e$su.es that he was under (0' those 
e�pectatiom he placed on himself), but there was simply no e><CU5e. It was a 
leally unpleasant busiT\eSS and put me off from the tremendous =pect I had, 
and have, for him as a pia)"!., A g.eat player, but in this instance a terrible 
sportsman. 
16 •• ,Ke7 27.1>4 (Diagram 114) 

17 .. .IK4+11 
Groan_ WTong move o.der. After the correct 27 ... Ncd7 28.Rb7 and now 

28.._Nc4+ the game would be drawn: 29.Kd3 Nxa3 3o.Rxa7 NbS 31.Ras Nd6 
32.Kc3 96 B.bS fS, with an equal game. 

The text, on the other hand. blows the game on the spot. In passif>9. this I!nd­
ing has echOl'S of my garne versus Spassq. in linaTes. There too my two knights 
were out-gunned by a lone rool<. 
lI,keZ Nd7 n.Ile'1 

The difference. Now White isn'l forced to play :I;9.Rb7 and transpose into the 
drawn line noted abo:Me 
2'_-35 

This was the best chance to rescue lhe game. I couldn't play 19 __ .kf7 3O.Ra8 
Nxa3? 31_Rxa7. when While wins a knight 
30�1 a5}Lb .... 51 

Playing for the knight's Achmes heel, the distant outside passed pawn. The 
game is gone. 

m 
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31_NXil5 )z.b81 Ncfi 31"'5 Kdli )4-1) hS )5.h4 1""" )6.1""" ""'5 n.a6 K<7 
Pla�d with my flag hanging 

)8.a71 
A mistake. With 3S.Ke3. White's position is nearly winning. 

)L . .Nb711Z-<I 
A �hort..:;rru;t eTfOf induced by time-tfouble. My brain fried from tM tension. 

When I rnliud that 39.RcS+ followed by queening was p"'sible. I ga� up. In· 
stea� after 38 ... Kb61 39.KOI N.a7 4O.RhS Nc6 41.R.hS i<c7 White's practical win_ 
ning chanc:� are e�lIent. I doubt I could have saved the game. but I could put 
upaflght. 

I won't share with you what my true feelings _re and how I felt after this 
game. �t"s say that, In a book to b/! .hared among.! family memb/!", jrl· 
stfeams of profanity should b/! avoided. I remembered a few muttered by Ana· 
toIy during OUT bridge game that could fit wen. I won't repeat them cither. This 
game had me boiling mad for a long, king time and it's been a long, oJow cooling 
period as well. � lohn Nunn might say, "We are talking half.lives." 

My ne.t encounter with Carry KasparOll took place in 8arcelon� The Wo<Id 
Cup events had become a reality. and tM GMA was b«oming an established 
voice for chess prof�slonals. � could be expected, there were a � hiccups 
along the way. As mentioned eaflief. John Nunn stepped down from the Board. 
to be replaced by Bent Larsom. In my own case, as a member ofthf, CMA Board of 
Directofs, I attended quarterly meetings, all of ""lch were held In Europe. This 
was quite a hardship fOf me. as I would travel from �attleto Europe. a near day· 
long flight, a� for a � daY', toll throughlrl-lag and, by tM time j" d adjusted 
to the nine-hour time-zone di(fe.ence. I'd fly back to �attle and repeat tM read­
justment proce$s an DYe' again. It wa.n·t a '1ue.tion of just losing one week hom 
thf,se tfips, as sometimes jet_� persisted and affeded me for much Iongef. If I 
lost two weeks making the.e trips. that was eight weeks a year. which was a c0n­
siderable amount of time taken f.om a hectic �hedule. 

My dutie. as publiSMr of Inside 'hess magazine neve!" stopped. (Those who 
have _,ked on magazin� know that the demands of magazine publishing are 
insatiable and are always coupled with an immediate deadline.) Too, wa.n't I 
supposed to be playing ch�sl You know. against tM best playe" in the world. 
The very same guys who _Ie preparIng for me. It seemed that I never had 
enough quality time to work on my own game, and whenever j did manage to 
.nag a quiet evening together with Nikolay Minev Of John Donaldson, it felt like a 
glorious moment ofsanctuary. I should al.o lik� to add a mo.t gracious and ldn:l 
word ofthanb to Dena, Nikoby"s wif�, who often cooled .omething wondeTful 
to go with tM coffee. 5hf, alway. made me feel .0 very wekome and at home. 
Thank YOll. Elenal 

Following the GMA's Ii"t assembly of it. members. I wrote a report for Ins� 



Chns about what happened at OUt oprn members' meeting. Garry was not 
pleased. to say the least. He felt that I had vioLated the confidentIaLity of the GMA 
as a SO'ITd member. WhiLe f reasonabLy pointed out that dozens and dozen. of 
members had attended. many of whom were journalists and had written the:ir 
own reports. Moreover, I never 0Il.:e wrote about the 6oa,d of Director,' meet· 
ings. as they _re cOIlfidentLal. Garry wasn'l prepared to see the distinction be­
tween a dosed Board of Oirecton.' meeting and an open meeting of the GMA 
membershIp. He wanted me to ,esign from the GMA Soard. 

11 was the GMA ChaLnnan, s..,ssel 1(01<, who del�red to me the bad news. 
"Garry wants you to resign as Dhector of the GMA." he intoned. 

"Reailyr 1 answered. "I acceptl" , added with a broad smile. 
My reaction really surprised. Bessel, who had prepared himself for a com· 

pleteLy differenl type ofructlon. "Youdon't mind?" 
"Not at an; I responded. "Maybe . can get myHfe bad'." 
I happily stepped down in favor of Jonathan Speelman. the choi.:e of the DI· 

rectors. In time. Mal<im Dlugy was voted in as a Director to replace me. That is 
quite anothel story. however. 

In hindsight. the irOllY is that Inside Chi'S! endea...ored to publish only the 
news releases Issued by the GMA. • was �ry careful not to print any confidential 
information of any type. My leport on the: membe",' meeting was a factual aC' 
count that was witnessed. by e�� who attended, and whLle leservN tol 
memben., It was a �ry puhtK discussion and was the only GMA meeting I wrote 
about while a Director. 

In Sarcelona the GMA's success was �ry visible. The playelS stayed in the 
magnificent Ritz Hotel. and the toumament was played in a mar.oelous tathe· 
dra!. The conditions were simply ex.:ellent and our Spanish hosts went O'/er the 
top in making eve� feel welcome and special. The event garnered enormous 
publicity. with excenent local �Iage and attendance. The extraoldinary suc· 
cess of the GMA and the World Cup events. howe-.<er. masl<ed a very deep-seated 
problem: the conflict between the GMA and fiDE had escalated. The animosity of 
Garry towards (ampomanes continued unabated. Attempts at cooperation and 
best efforts were not Y><IrkiTl!f, and events had come to a steaming boil. 

An artKle I wrote, "Fraternal fight · (an FIDE and the GMA a....:rid a Wal�". 
published in Inside Chen (Volume 2, 'ssue 10, page 26-27), reported that the GMA 
and FIDE were seeking to create an agleementthat would dearly state the lights 
and powelS of each organization. The GMA issue<! a press release on March " 
1989. explaining that at a meeting between the GMA and fiDE in Brussels Febru­
ary 13-l4. 1989 a tentative A4Jreement had been reached that was by ...... 1")' esti­
mation enormously favorable to the GMA. 

On FebT\l3.ry 15-16. Bessel Kok and Jan Timman traveled to (annes. France to 
explain the proposed Agreement to Garry. who nalLy rejected it. Ga.rry w;u on 
the warpath. He wanted nothing to do with FIDE - indeed. as he upressed it 
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himstlf. he wanted to kill the organi�ation, On Feh<ual)' 17. 1989 Jan Timman 
tendered his resignation as aGMA Director. Besstl Kok did the same in his capac· 
ity as the GMA Chairman, but would fulfill his duties until /lily 1, 1989 before 
formally stepping down. The GMA WM fraying apart. tempers were n.onning high 
and folks were dlqging Into their positions. 

The FlOE Presldenl Aorencio Campomanes. WM certainly doing no better ei­
ther. The hardliners within FlOE we.e aghast that he had accepted such a one­
sided Agreement in the first place. The Agreement would turn over the running 
of the World Championship cycle to a "Commission of Experts" that would ha� 
four GMA members and one FIDE representative. The GMA had won the right to 
call the shots for bah the Wood Chess Championship cycle and the World Cup 
cycle. flOE wollld receive a percentage of the prile funds for its general bu� 
and play iI greatly reduced or rulSOI)' role. 

On Aplil 9. 1989 ooth Ian Timman and Besstl Koi< journeyed to Barcelona to 
implore Garry ona again to see reason and find a compromist. During the Bar· 
ceio"", eYent Garl)' and I talked often and got aiong vel)' well indeed. Whenever 
Yvette and I were in the restaurant he would come to join our table, oftentimes 
surprising his own C01.lntrymen, who we.e also dining nearby, by not joinIng 
them. My resig"",tion from the GMA Board was ignored during our discussions. 
(Again, I felt that Garry did me a great favor by re�evlng me Of my responslbilt­
ties.) We talked calmly aoout the flOEIGMA situation. and I urged Garry to ac· 
cept the Agreement. I e�plained that virtually all my Western �Ieagues were 
ecstatic with the highly favorable \elms. They wanted peace, not war. 

Garry compromised with Besstl and accepted the Agreement with the major 
change that another GMA membe •• lothar Schmid, was added to the Commis­
sion. Garry was stacking the odds overwhelmingly In favol of the GMA. Bessel 
was jubilant and anxious to get bade on track. 

While In Barcelona �I paid me a great compliment: "Our meetings aren't 
as much fun without YOll. You ha� a good, positi� influence on Garry, and he 
.espects you. Why don't you come back and join OUt Boa.dl" he asktd.. I gra· 
cio\uly thanked Bessel for the compliment, bul e�plained lhat my life was so 
much easier not being a member of the Board I didn't wanl lo .etum. 

The following comments on my Barcelona game wilh Garry were published In 
Imi� C1>tss (volume 2, Issue to, pages U-14). Updated comments are marked 
"VS. 2010" at the end of each new paragraph. 

Gany Kasparov-VaS5er Seirawan 
B�rcelona.1989 

King's Indian Defense 



Gorry KOlpGrov, 1985-2000 

Surpri-e. ka.parov had a rKent goa ..... with Speelman that continued 2.<4 es 
3.Nf3 e4 4.NgS Nf6 5.Nc3 Hf'.i 6.94. Though the game ended in adraw, Speelman 
had lhe better chancfi. I wantN to � Garry" imprOVO!ment. No ouch tud<. Oh 
well, the Pirc suit<!; mejust fine. 
2...Nf6 3.f311 

Damnl Outplayed. and the game is only three rl"I(I\/fi oldl lf I wanted to a\lOid 
the �mi'iCh king's Indian (a defen-e I'� �r played) my chokes are 3 ... eS. as 
pla� by Niko!i¢ against ICorchnoi in Round 1. or MS. Neither variation suited 
m. 

'.-s' 
Garry began to smell a rat! Was I really allowing a King's Indian? 
We must never forget that chess is a fight between two human beings. We 

are animals. imbued wit h animal insUnd., including those for nn ..... wal. Allhe 
board we pick up Ih6e Iong,lostllall., -en.ing OUr opponent'. discomfort., WOr­
ries and fears. We makl! dforts 10 conc:ul but rewal our own kat .. WI! .weal, 
"" react 10 ooSl!S around uS and how we react, �Iher with a laugh Or a grlm­
acI!, reveal. OUr mood. WI! arl! not a. evolved as we would like to think. (ys, 2010) 
4.Bdl BgJ 5,Qdm 0.0 6..<4 

Y6, it·s a King's Indian - but who's trapping whom' I recenllyca ..... across an 
eXCl!I1enl artide by 1M Andrew Martin on the Bronstein Varlalion of the SJ.mi..:h 
King's Indian. suggl!Sting some new dl!fl!nsivl! ideas for Blatk. This prompted ..... 
to look at the variation and I found a new idea 
'_.es 1.dS Nh5 8.Nc3 Qh4+1 9,lf2 Qf4 10.8d Qh4 .. 11.13 

Garry wasn't allogethl!r happy about playing into this variation. His ambwa_ 
Jell«' about contInuing thl! game was obviou .. 
11. • .Nq:3 12.Qf2 Nxfl U.QKh4 NxeJ (DAlram 115) 

DIAGRAM 115. White to Pby 
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A well-known position. Black has 5aCrif1ced his queen lor two bishops and In a 
moment two pawns. Black's thleat Is _�3""92+. forking king and queen. The 
playen continue following the dictates of opening theoty. 
14.ke2 Nx<4 i5.Rd.1 PU6 16.Ndl Nb6 17.Ne3 Bel7 iB.Nh3 f6 U.Nf21 (DIagr_ 
116) 

In the celebrated game Karpov-Velimlrov;t, Sl<opje 1976, Informant 11/556. 
Karpov played 19.Rhgl RadBl 2O.NfS, and Y«ln �autifuHy. 1M Martin su!J9l'Sls 
19_.Rae8, Intending ... Re7, as an impr�ment. and only then chipPing away at 
White', center with _.0-<6. I had another, more powerful i�a in mind 

The text was a novelty and an improvement over I(arpov"s play. t had e�­
pectedhi' move 

DlAGRANl 116, .... ck to Play 

19 __ Nc:811 
Outstanding. This move stops White's klngslde play cold. this idea Illkes all 

the punch out of the Ne3-fs IoiICTifke. FurthermOl"e. If White Is stubborn and 
plays 2O.Nfg4?1 �7 (lo ... hs!1) lLN11-6+ Kh8 (11-.8�h611) 22.Rhgl. White must be 
prepared tofaee 22 .. 095 nQhS Ng61 (a key motif) 24.Ng2 fSI? nQxgS (HufSI?) 
23._fI<l'4 24.1xe4 NcS, wlth Cfazy complications. 

Garry didn't feel that his lmight belonged on 1>6. He now went into a deep 
think. Where WIll White attack If not On the king$i�? 
20.R<31 N.m (I>iaanm 117) 

The Idea behind 19._Nc:B isn't one dimensional (defending the king.) The real 
point behind the move i, to play __ (7-<5. in order to bring the knight 00 a6 into 
the game by ... Na6-<7-bS-d41 

After 20_-'51 21.dxc6 White hardly has a choice. If he allows the position to 
.emain closed. iliac. win eventually e�pand on both flanks with _Na6-c7, ._b7-



Garry /(asparov, 1985·1000 

bS. _.a7·as. and _.bS·b4, 01 preparation for ... f7.fS. In eithe. case. White ha� serio 
OU� problems. Now that White ha� been forced to exc:hangoe hi� dS·pawn. the a6· 
knight on a6 ha� an open avenue to the f4 or d4-outpost�. 

Now If 21...b.c6 (21...8",611) 22.Rdl Nc7 23.Rcd3 NbS 24.M Nd4+ l5.Rxd4 
exd4 26.Rxd4 c5 is better for Black. White's king Is in the center and Black's 
pieces ale due fOI a wake·up call. 

So, wily didn't I play 20-£9 Wen. I was sure White's "attack" on the quem· 
side was nothlfl9, and I wanted Garry to Inve-.t more lime going down a dead 
end. l'Teparing the break .. .f�f5. with ... m-f7, in conjunctlOfl with _.Ra8-f8. wa$ 
�ginnlng to look more and more attractive. 

' think ' wa$ overly crltkal of the text. The move _uld not be SO bad If I had 
followed It up corrKtIy with ... c7-(S, preparing to lecapture on c6 with my 
knight. If the knight man<lges to .each the d4·square I �hou1d be doing well (vS, 
2<l10) 

DIAGRAM 117. White to PIa)' 

2LRhc1! 
Garry understands that he can·t Just sit. The text prepa.es to sacrifice an ex· 

chan�. 
21...Jtxlll 

I'm still too enamored with my king,lde break. Unfortunately. White's attack 
on the queens ide turns out 10 be reat. I can't heat the attack so casually. Best 
was 21._.c51 22.dxc6 (U_Nc4? Nc81 will transpose Into positions explained above) 
22 ... Nxc61 2].)(f1 Nd4 24,1(92 NcS. with a position that Is difficult 10 evaluate. 
Tellingly. Garry didn't like the 'e'lulting positiOfl for White. 
n.ltb) Rbi B.Nd) 

I saw that White was P'eparing the billiard shot "queen to the bottom CU$h. 
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Ion." That Is. Qh4· .. 1·as . ..  m"'ging 011 till" oth ... sid.- of till" board. But I was con­
vinc .. d that Whit .. ·s qUl"ffl had to prevent ... Bg7-h6. wnich would br a brautiful 
diagonal to operat .. from. B.-.lde •• I saw that by bringing my �night bac� to b6. 
White-s quemsid .. attack would br stopped. So I smugly played the following 
�. 
13_Rf7n 

losing the ga ...... outright. Or$pit.- all the tempi I've wast .. d, till" .Ituation Is 
still uncl .. a. aftr' 23 ... c51. 

Whil .. I was right to br Clitial of this TI'ICI'Ve. brcause H .. .cSI Is so much 
stronger. the srcond question mark Is c .. rtainly eMc"Hive. (VS. 2010) 
14 .. QellNc8 

This Is the !l'IOVl" thaI actually lands me in d�p wal .... The transre. of the 
knight to b6 allows a winning combination. wnlle losing tempi as ....... 11 Once 
mor .. and for th .. last II ....... 24 .. .c51 25.Qa5 (25.dxc6 N><c6) 25 .. .f5 (25 ... Bh6!?), pu.­
suing my long planned ldngsid .. attack. was the right path. (¥S, 2010) 
25�5 Nb6 26Jtx<71 

C,ashing through. Now the real horror of 23_Rf7 is r ..... uled. After 26_.N><c7 
27.QMa7 my ,ool< 011 b8 ]ac):s protection. 

w .. n. siner I've just paid d.-a,ly for an opportunity to attack, ! might as well 
g.-t onwith it. 
z6 __ fS 11_R<zl 

Garry's rewlvr fails him. The simplest win w;u 27.R�b1 R�bl 28.Qxa6 IIc1 
29.hb61 a .. b6 1O.Q .. b6_ and White's two paHed pawn. cannot br stopped. When 
I showed this to Garry in th .. post-mortem he just tut-tutted and shook his head 
sadly. The second-be-st move in the position was 27.Rcl. also winning. The point 
is to challenge me on the f-file. 
27 ... flIM 2UxM RMB 

In my note. 1 should have ...... ntio�d that I rejected 28. .. 1Ia4. snaring an .. �­
chang.-. because of 29.hb6 B�C2 30.hd61 with a big advantage fOf Whit.-. (VS. 
2010) 
29.Rxb61 (Diagram 111) 

Garry made this crunclll"r of a move and accompanied it with the offer of a 
draw. ' can only say that both pla)""r. we ... f .... ling till" tension and that neitlll"r 
of us knrw wnat was going on. 

Howrver aft .. , 27.lIc2. I was brginning tof .... 1 unduly optimistic about my at· 
tack and (;arry sensed my rising conf'ld .. ncr. Whit .. ·s growing ti ...... -p.essur .. also 
contributed to my nasant .. uphoria. , was aortain of only one thing .. I wanted to 
continur the game. Su ... ly. White is in traubl ... Why .. 1s.- would Garry offer the 
draw? Stop for a Il'ICIfI>ent. What doyou think about the (diagrammed) position? 

Racking my brain. I came to the conclusion that Black was lost. And I was 
right. Aftrr 29 .. .a�b6 3O.QMb6. till" two choices I comld .. red wrr .. 1O ... Bh6 and 
3O-Nc5. In the post-mortem. Garry ... futed 3O_.Bh6 with 31.Q>cd6 Rf3? 32.NfSl 

,so 
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gKfs B.Qd106 fl<e4 14.Ne1. winning. i t.wi improving on this variation with 
31_.Bh3. but was onee again undor.!. by 32.NfSl. 

DIAGRAM 111. Bbock to Play 

Therefore, the only nlOV<! i. )a. .. NeS (forced accOJding to Kasparov) 31.NxCS 
dxcS. At frr-t ..... went along convincing our ... lves that the position was undear. 
(I � liked the position. Garry was doing the COnvincing.) 

Then Garry found 32.Kdll1, which <eemed to end the ga� and the post. 
mortem ... White just consolidates with B_Re2. and then asserts his material ad­
vantage. After this �. the main topic of diswssion was 3LBh6!. intending 
._Rf7-0-h3. with counterplay_ At the end of the post·mortem ..... Wf!re convinced 
Blad. was los!. " he? 

Anyway. bad to the game_ After thinking for H minutes._ 
�.� 
Oraw ag1l!O!<i!1 
So� databa ... s include the following l'fIO'o'es: 29 ... ub6 30.Qxb6 8116 31.Qxd6 

Rf3 32.NfS gKfS UQxh6 fl<e4 34.Nel Y>.Y>. But that is just analysis. as those 
moves were not plajIN. (VS, 2010) 

TIIeGame 
The following game was plajIN in the sixth and final toumame-nt in the GMA 
World Cup. in S\elleftd, Sweden. The World Cup """,nts had been an out· 
standing suc�ss, and the GMA ... emed to have established itself as a key chess 
organization. A bright future was <eemingly assured. but within a scant two 
years the GMA collapsed. a�r Garry withdrew as its Presldent. 

My annotations Wf!'e published in /I15idt Chess magouine. and updittedcom­
ments are again marked "VS. 2010". Of all tht games in this bool<;. the one that 

'" 
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follows .anks tm. highMt in te.ms of ideas.. tension and drama. 
E ... ry now and then you playa gaTnO!: th.at is so oomplicated. and filled with so 

many twists and turns, that you don't really know wh.at is going on. You aTe 
forced to .ely upon intuition, to play by the seat of your pants. Dflly montlls later 
do you diloCCM1" ew-n mOTe ideas of attack and defense. How wonderful it would 
be to ha ... the World Champion partlcipale in the post-mortem. My sin"' ... 
thanks to Garry Kaspa.ov for graciously analysing the foRowing game with TnO!:. 
For e...ry hour we spent playing the game. we spent thr� houn looking at it 
late •. Two "try long post-mortems, Sf!"tral meals, anda four·hou. plane ride ha· 
ven't exhausted the wealth of ideas diKovered 

Valser Seirawan-Gany Ka�rov 
Skelleftd, 1989 

Kin9's Indian Deftnse 

1.1114 ttf6 I.e4 g6 J.NO 8f:7 ... " d6 
The last time we played tills position. Garrywas White and I was Black. 

5.kZ 0-06.8f:5 (5 7.d5 116 I.Bn 
The alternative is 8.Bf4 e61 9.dxe6 Bxe6 10.Bxd6 ReB. witll masstv.. complica­

tions for the sacrific.ed pawn. 
The tlleoretical continuation of this gambit line by Black goes on toT at least a 

dozen moTe mo\leS and e...n mOTe. As Garry lIad a great deal of experien", in 
that line I avoided It. (YS, Z010) 
•... ft '.QdZ exd5 1O.cxd5 1te8l 11.fJ h51 

An important �. I!l.1ck uses his h.pawn to gain space on the kingside. 
White has won some fine games by pl.1ying g2·g4 and h2·h4. In thoe 1982 Toluca 
Intenonal, GM Amador Rodriguel played 11 •. a61. against me. My elbow-jerk .e­
action was 12.3.41, exchanging blunders_ After 11 ... a61 12.Bxh-61 Nxe4 U.Nxe4 
Qh4+ 14_g3 Qxh6 tS.Nf6+1 sna ... s an exctlange. 

An additional comlTlO!nt to the abcM! note. It was normal for Black to play 
11 .. Kh7. protecting the h6_pawn. in which case a pawn storm by g2-g4 and h2-
114. gathers momentum. Carty's novel approach put thoe kibosh on this variation. 
(ys. 2010) 
lU4 a6 U.JI51 (Olagram 11') 

Both players aTe waiting. While wants to play Ngl-h3-f2. While Black is wait· 
ing fo. the opportunity to play _Bc8xh3. The question is: who win benefrt more 
from the waiting game? Kasparov's ned move answers that question: Black win. 
Whit" should ha ... played 13.114 (in orOO 10 capture on h) with his rook) 
13 .• Nh71 14.g3 b61 1S.Nh3 Bxh31? 16.hh3 R.17, intending _.Ra7·e1, with a better 
game for 61ac1<. All this lTIO!ans that playen who employ the A .... bakh system win 
ha ... to look for another job. 
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DIAGRAM 119. IIIxk to Play 

ll_Nh71 
An import ... nt new ide;!. in the position. Blac\( intends ... fl·fS, attaclOng 

White's trump. his powerful center. If Black succeeds In deslloying the center. he 
wins. White's position will be rUined. I now had to undertake a major rethin\( of 
the position 
14.Bdl 

Not pretty. but nKelsary. If 14oBd3 Nei7 IS.b3 ""'S 16.Bc2 b5 17.axb6 Qxb6 
with good play fur Black. Or 14.Na4/ f51 15-.Nb6 Ra7 and, in spite ofhis temporary 
discomfort, Black Is on the attack. 
14._Nbo:I7 

n... waiting is ow.:r. 81ack h;u won the first battle. While has been fun;ed into 
an ugly Kheme of development. 
15.Hp2 Ne5 16.bJQh4+11 

More ""tural is 16 .• f51 17.8<:2 nee4 18.8xe4. 61 ... ,\ now h;u ... hppy moice be· 
tween 18�.Nf6 . ... nd 18 ... G4. In either case, I prefer 61 ... ,\(. 
17.812 Qf6 11.QeJl 

Continuing to misuse all my pieces . ....,ile only a couple of BlilCk's are clumsily 
placed (Qf6, Nh7). I rejecWl l8.0-o NgSI (18 ... QKl1 19.BxcS [19.Nf4 Nc41 wins for 
Black] 19 ... Qdl 2o.Qxd3 Nxdl 21.8xd6 is a speculatM! sacrifice) 19.Khl ""'Kl3t 
and Whlteis busted. With the text. I shofe up fl in order to plewnt the threat of 
18...QK1'3 19.9xf3 Nxf3+ 20.Kfl BM mate. The best way to meet that threat was 
IS.Be31. inviting a rep..tition. If Black declines to Tep..al then he has misp!aad 
hi. queen. The only way to take advantage of the free tempo - 18_.Nxfl+11 
19.9xf3 Qxf3 20.Rfl -favors White. With 18.Qe3r. 1 jus tify Black's queen sally and 
help him increase his ...:tvantage. 
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Actually, White'! �t rna"", was 18.0-01 NgS 19.Ele31 Ngxf3+ 20.gxf3 N><f3+ 
21.Rxf3 Qxf3 22.Nf4 Q)«!3 n.Qxe3 80:14 24.Kf2, with a roughly e"",n game. (vS, 
2010) 
lL . .h41 

Another benefit of 11. .. h5, Is that White can't allow _h4.h3, but. by playing 
h2-M myself, mykingside becomes a rigid target. Blac� wll] also keep the mighty 
outpostoneS. 
19.h3 ,SI 2o.CHI 80:17 fDiagnm 120) 

DIAGRAM 120, White to Play 

t ain't happy. How often do you see a bishop voluntanly "developed" at dl1 
My knights afe particularly sad. � e2-1might Is an object of ridicule. loG\: at 
those blac\: p<lwnsl My king Is the object of Blac\:'s attentions. My bishops are 
wondering what to do, while my r001<s ha"", no cluel ln short, if I we ... the World 
Champton, with White's position, I'd Offef a draw and ex<;u� myself. Since that 
tactic wouldn't \YOr\: he.e, some repairing is in orde •. E!efo.e an else, my \:ing 
needs protectionl 
21.J:h1/ NfIl 

Oedining the opportunity for a direct assault. t had hoped fur 21 ... 6h6 n.llgl 
g41 n.f4 gxh) z4.gxh3 Nog5 ZS.bgS Qxfl Z6.gxh6 Bxh3 2J.Nf4. favoring White. 
n,Bs11 Nfs6 B.ehl 

Good defensive play has brought me bad into the game. While stm devoid of 
counter-play. I should be able to avoid Immediate loss. Blac\: should now �y 
23._BhEi, Intending _.Ng6-f4 and a doubling OIl the g-file in ca� of an exchange 
on f4. Anothe. plan would be to leach "till! Zu\: point" by playing H ... BbS, ... Re8-
e7, and _.Ra8-e8, preparing to punish Whilefor any active moves. �concept of 
the "Iuk point" needs elaboration. Robert Zuk was a SltOng Senior Masler, now 

'" 
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mostly retiTed flom clless. Tho! ·wlnter of Zuk" (1970-71) still evokes awed 
memories. Bob came down hom British Columbia and dealt tM top player. of 
th� Pacifk North>wst over 120 cons«utive games without a win. That included 
a st.eak of OVI':r 40 cons«utilli! victories (no draW5) for Bob. Zuk was famous for 
building up his position to an absolute maximum befor� att�mpting to find a 
winning plan. GaTT)' should haw: used that methcd her�. Inst�ad. h� uncorked a 
strategic howler of major proportions. 
13M.c4?? 

When making this mow., GaTT)' screwed the pawn into the C4-sqwr�, then he 
rubbed tM pawn On tM squar� hard �nough to .ock the table. t was SO d�1ighU:d 
by this mov� and it. accompanying motions that I couldn·t repress a smile_ I 
wanted to tip.too. a.ound th� board. gi"" GaTT)' a peck on the chee\, let out a 
... ",1\ "thankyou," and tMn ti])"too. back. Tho! TV came.as _r� too intimidating 
(n... � was broadcast to 15 nations.) lNh�n I told GaTT)' later. h� burst into 
laughter, "I ��JVe ill" he exclaimed. 

R� my summation a�r the last diagram. In an instant, my rooks know 
wh�.e to pl.1y_ Tho! knight on e2 is offered 014, wh!l� my queen is unleashed on 
the gt-a1 diagonal. Stunno!d by the new·found promise my position offered, I 
spent s,ew,ral minutes readjusting my thoughts. I was going towin this gamel 
14.Rbl 

n... suddenlll'!ss of Whit�'s advantage can bo! uplained as follows. Think of 

the position as a King's Indian.. White is about to break th.ough on tM queenslde 
with killing effect. Black's attack on the Whit� king has a long. long way to go. 
The hz·bishop offefS fantastic s«urity. 

All of this is true, but Black has a hu9" trump that Is not common in a King's 
Indian, a powerful eS·knight which gives him tactical opportunities with .• gS1l4, 
as well as s.<>criflces against the h)· and f)·pawns. In short, Black'S KID attack is 
not based solely on a pawn-storm but includes dynamic piece pl.1y toT which his 
pieces a.e splendidly posted. (VS, 2010) 
24.MRKllS-Qul 

Same move faster was bette._ I was tormenU:d by tM memory of a recent loss 
to Karpoll in Rotte.(\am_ n...re I had moved my queen far away hom the protec· 
tion of my king. I spent 11 crucial minutes analyzing possible desperation saer>­
flas with 2S ... B�h3, as well as the mot� fearsome 15.--9411 26_hxg4 8xg4 
(26. .. N�g4 27.Bgl h3 28.g3 N4<!S [28 •. h21 29.B<l4 wins) 29.Nd4 [19_Qxb7!1; 
29.Qe3!1J when Black is about to boo: routed) 27.Nog11l (If 27.Nd4 Nd3 28,Noce1 h31 
29.g) Rx�4! allows 81ack a powerful attack. Whlt�'s knight on d4 is a juicy target. 
which makes tM f)·pawn vulne.able.) 27_Nd3 28.N3f:2 (2IleS!?) 28...R><e4 
(28 ... c)1 Z9.SC2 protects the ,0000 0n h) 29.mC4 (DIasram 111). 

This is the picture I saw when I finally decided on 2S.Qa7. Make no mistake, 
Black Is On the critical lis!. Too many of his unlts a", <'01 pli><'. 

Kasparov grew mcreasingly agltat...:l. n... game was slipping away. launching 
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himself into th� posmon witll iTlCre;ued determination. he began to se;l.cll for 
wa� to save the ga�. 

My final judg""mt about tll� analysis diagram position after 29.bxC4 WM too 
strong. After 29 ... R�7, Black has a perfectlyplayabl� position_ (¥S. 203.0) 

ANALYSIS DIAGRAM lU. Blilck to Play 

2S-_Nf4 
As good as anytlling �lse. Black is impaling Ilimself on Whlt�·s defenses. 

26.b.«1 
As Kasparoy indicated afterwards, aft�r th� simpl� 26.8Kf41 gxf4 27.Q><b7. 

8lad is in real trouble. At first, """ (Ouldn't find a way for 81ac� to continu�. �.g. 
27_.Ra8 Z8.bxc4 with two pawns and an attack fOl" Whitel CM Roman 
Ozlndzktlaslw11i mi9ht llaW! said. "White has (Ompensation for Blad's two 
pawns.· After consk\erable constemation. Wf! found 27 ... Qd8!. Hardly a crowning 
acllie-.em�nt to Black's attack. Althougll best. I doubt it could sav� Black. After 
28.Q><a6 (26.b41?) 2B.-Ra8 29.QKd6 Qxa5 30.bxc4. Black Is being done. 

The reaSOn I didn't capture on f4 is tllat I felt it was unnecessaf)'. It felt good 
to keep the bishop On hzt My capture with tile rook on b7 would felTce Black to 
play his entrapped bisllop on d7to bS. That would allow "'" to exchango. the ac· 
cur"":! knlgllt on c3. 

Capturing by 26.Bxf4 certainly was best: 26._gxf4 27.Q><b7 when Black should 
continue 27._RbSl 28.Qxa6 RaB 29.Qb6 RebB 30.Qd4 Rxas, with adequate com· 
pensation fur his pawn. (¥S, 2010) 

I WM too critical of the text. It isn't as bad a mcwe as I fi,,' thought. NOte that 
after 26.Qxb7 Nxez 27.Nxe2 BbS gives Black good compensation. The "mutual 
trumps' variation 26.Qxb7 Nxel 27.8xel RbB 28.Q><a6 ocb3 29.Qa7 �7 3O.a6 b2 
was by no "",ans dear either. (¥S. 2010) 

'" 
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Z6 ••• NJ<t41 
Played in an instantl That should have been a walning. I had ex�ted 

l6. .. Rxc4 27.Rxb7 Bc8 (saving til<! bishop!) 2B.Rc7. when Blad is merely lost. 
It SO!<!ms that hype:lbole was grlUng the bo!st of me as the game was such an 

excitIng one. With llL.Qd81 Black Is funy In tho! game. ('!'S. 2010) 
11.Rxb11 

A capture made with high hopes. I'm amazed that I could play such a bad 
move. OIlCO! again, I was too Sure of my king', defe�. NOw was tho! last oppor· 
tunity to take on f4. Forced was 27.Bxf4 gxf4 28.Rxh7 Ra8 (21L.Ne3 29.Rg1 BbS 
}o.NxbS aJChS H.RxbS Qal, as indicated by Kaspa.ov, is al$o possible) 29.Qf2 BhA; 
lO.NxbS aJCbS 31.bbS bas 32.RxaS NxaS wittI good compensation - I<;!.spa.ov. 

After I failed to capture on f4, Black has a ferocious attack against my king. 
A9"'ln. I was 100 crttical of the very .easonable text. My whole car""". has been 

spent grabbing pawns - and now I start criticizing myself for doing what comes 
naturally. After 27.Bxf4 gxf4 28.Rxb7 Ra8 Z9.Qf2 BbSl is too cooperative. With 
29 ... Re71 Blad has good play on the diUk squa.e-s. Fo. example. 30.6;14 Bxa4 
H_be7 Qxe7 12.Nxa4 Ne3 B.Rel IIO!SI 34.Nb6 RbS looks good to. White. but 
Black·s play on the dark·squa.es has to bo! ta\en seriously_ His plan of __ KgS.h7 
and ... RbS·gS cannot bo! tnated lightly. My ez·knight remains �fully uoem· 
ploy<!d ('!'S. 2010) 
Z1._NdZ Z8.Rp (DIasram 112) 

For til<! r...:on!. I should have noted that parting with my hz·blshop with 
28.Bxf4 Nxf1 29.eS !!xeS 30.BxeS Q!ceS ls good fat Black as he th.eatens ... QeS·h2. 
check and male. Hence, I have no timetacapture the d7·bishop and after }1.K91 
Ng31 Black has a winning attack. This is the ... me checkmate pattern that Vladi· 
mir K.amnik missed in his 2006 match with Pup F�. (v5. 2010) 

DlACiItAM 112. Black to Play 
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Here, my confidence in victory was absolute! After aU. isn'l Sla(\(s bishop 
slmplytrapptdl ln fact, the position Is harrowlnglycomplicated 
ZI.�Nxh)1I 

Expectedl I had long dismissed the faint hope of ZS ... Bb51? Z9.NxbS axbs 
3O.Nrl"4, winning. The problem was that I thought I had the answer! After several 
houn of ana!)"i., -. came to the conclusion that 28...N�h3 is the btst move. The 
<entral lheme is the smothered mate on f2. As strange as il sounds. the draw­
bit<k of Ihe move is thaI it puts the knight .. " pri ... 1 That Is. WIlite can always deal 
with lhe problem of,""le by capturing I"'" knight. My real sea.e was Z8._Nd3t7 1 
have t'NO defenses, 29.hd7 and 29.130;2 

When you are defending. you grab as '""ny of you. opponent's pieces as 
quic\ly as you <ani My tint .ea<t1on was 29.hd7 h<3 )O.Nxc3 (30.hd61 Nxe411 
- a recurring knightma.el) 30_Q>« 3 31.Sxd6 8d4 (Ihe d·file is everyone's t,wor­
ite) 32.Qc7 (n.Qxa6? 8"91 33-�xg1 Qd4+ wins) 3LNfl. H-Kh1 Qe3 34.RdSl 
(34.Rrl"7? Ng4. 3S.h�g4 QlCg1+ 36.Kh3 Qt.l+ 37.6h2 6eS wins) l4-.. hdS 3S.QlCdS. 
Kh7 36.Qf8 Ng4" 37.fl<g4 Qxg1. 38.Kh3 Qh1+ 39.8hZ Nfl (39 ... Kg6140.Qg80- Bg7 
41.BC2 Is good for Whit .. ) 4O.QKf7. (Dlasr.Im In) 

ANAlYSIS DIAGRAM 123. Bbock to Play 

- and after dodging all the bullets, the game ends with a perpetual. 
A fine p;e.:e of analysis for .uch a lengthy variation. I should have mentioned 

I"'" impra.emenl 31.Qe31, a move I had miSsed which �1s the gS-p;twn and 
prevents an nnmediate ... Bg7-d4 attack. Play would conlinue 31_N« 32.Qe2 8d4 
33.Rft Ne3 34.B�d6 R<8, with another complelely messed·up position. SIa<;1(s ai_ 
lack is feroc1o\6, and "'" should ha...., sufficient <ompen",lion 10 draw. (¥S. 2010) 

My inlended defen ... was t"'" quiet killer 29.6<;111 hc} 30.Nxc3 QIC<3 31.B�d3 
and. funn�y enOU9h. Slack is just dead, 31 . .  6d4 3l.Q><a6 Bell 33.Qc61 is a qukk 
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trip to the dugout. Meanwhile. the bishop desperado 31--.8lch31 rebourds with 
fatal consequence�, 3l.gxh3 Qxd3 H_Ih<f1. with aded�M: attad:" 

8Iack is dead only after 31 __ 6d41, which loses. With 31_Qxd31 32.1!xd7 6<14 
(only now this �) 33.QQ 6xg1 34.6.g1 Nfl! Blac� f"oght� his way to a perpet" 
ual che<:�. (VS. lOtO) 

Gany calculated a lot of U1<'!5e variations, but, wittlout enough till"M! to form 
judgments, he reliedon instinct to guide him to l8 ... Nxh3, and not l8...Nd3. 

And what an amazing instinct a� a guide. We �hould all b.. !.O gifted. (Vs, 
lOtO) 
Z!U57 

My Intended resource. The �tructu,e g2-f3 ... 4-<l5, was supposed to corral 
Blae"'s knight�. �w. jumped the n.ncel I lherei'o.-e had no reluctance lo .n 
the gate. By Interfering wilh Black', altack on c3 I figured 10 pick up a piece or 
-

My best chance to saw. the game now is 29.Rxd7 Ra8 3O.Qb6 NOlI. The point. 
My queen <;annet protect fl. Now the best move is 31_Rf1!, when we arriw. at 
SOIl"M! unUSU<l1 middlegaTTll! positions: 31...Nxb6 32.Rxd611 (32_axb6fi') Qt.7 
3l.Rxb6 Nf4 }4.NKf4gx1'4 3S.d6 (Olagr,lm 1Z41 intending NeHlS. 

ANAl. YSlS DIAGRAM 1Z4" 1IUdI to Pby 

Although 8Iack has won a queen fo.-two minor pieces, the situation is com· 
pletely unclea •. Llck oftime ,"ohibit� exhausti"" analysi •. 

The evaluation is indeed unclear. The whole Ii"" features an incredible mix· 
ture of material imbalances. Just for fun, I decided to flog the compuler engine 
to produce the following amusing Ii"" from the analysis diagr.Jm: 3S._QfS 
36_NdS 6<14 37.Elxf4 Sxb6 38.axb6 RedS 39.eS Qg7 4O.ik2 1(h8 41.Bf51 Rabl! 4Z.g4t 
when White's three minor pieces ard pawns completely dominate Black's q.-n 
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and roo�. While'� la�t m� int.odll<=es the idea of Khl-g2 and Rfl-hl, winning. 
(VS.lOlO) 

But we �penl most of our analysis timean (29.Rxd7 RaB 30.Qb6 N<:41} 31.gxh3 
Nxb6 n.axb6 Qrl)" 33.Rg2 axe3 34.b711 (late. it was �u9!lested the pawn mighl 
be bettel left on b6) 14 ... Rab8 3S.Nx(1 Q><c3 36.RxgS+ KhB (Dblnom 115). 

ANAl. ys/s OIA(jRAM 115. White to Pl.iy 

An amazing position. For the queen. White has two blsh00p5 and a powerful 
passed pawn on the seventh. If my king were safel (the h3-pawn on, say. g2). 
then the position is no doubt a win. But that's the rub. My �ing is a� badly ex· 
posed as Black's. Victor Kon:hnoi, Garry Kasparov, Alexander N;\itin and I spent 
lhe plane ride from Skelleftel to Antwerp analy:!ing these positions. The ines· 
capable (Qn(lusion was Ihat, with precise pI.1y. I:llac� has good charas to win. 
Playing predsely in this position is no ea�y las\ 

From lhe lasl diagram. White has Ihree ll"IQ\IeSo A} 37.RKf7. B) 17.Rxd6. and C) 
37.RhS+. 

A} 37.Rxf7 loob good. but Blac� is qukkel to the pundl: 17_.Rxe41 lS.Btl 
(lS.Rf3 Ret+ 19.8g1 Qc:l) 3S ... Qc:,.. 19.R91 Ru 4O.Bg4 Rxgl+ 41.B�gl a5 and 
Blid wins In both cases. 

The analysis Is oorr«l. B1ac� wins af\el 17.Rxf7. as Ills altac� I, 100 fasl (VS, 
lOlO) 

B) l7.Rxd6 tllreatoms mate in one] But after 17.36 lS.Rgl Rxb7 39.eS fx"S 
4O.R1l6+ RIl7 41.Rllg6 Q><hl 4l.Bg4Qdl 41.Be6 RIIS wins again. 

n...se two variation, quk�1y taught m" ttl.al the mo"",nt Black activates Ilis 
rooks. it', Instant deatll. I ha ... to �eepthe files for a moment to gel my bi.tlOP. 
going. 

q 37.RIl5+ Kg7 3S.RgS+ Kh6 39.Rgt(DI.,.m 1261. 

,,0 
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ANAlYSIS DIAGRAM l1S, BlKkto Play 

Whit .. Is On th .. \l<'rge of an instilnt win with 6hl-f4+-, ... l(hS_h7, and Bdl-g4-fS 
for example: 39 .• Qxh31 40.Rxd6+ KIl7 4l..Bg4 intending 6fS+-winning. 

n... win i$ TllO«' Ulmpliuted than I first thought: 39 .• Qlch311 4O.RxdS+ Kh7 
41.Bg4 Qe3 41.6fS+- KIl8 43.1!c6t is th .. winning move, since 43.,Rxbn 44.aeS+ 
leads to mate and 43 ... h3 44.6xhB Qf3+- 4�.KIll Qfl+ 46.l()(h3 Q�91 47.BeS+ 1(98 
48.Rdll wins for Whit ... (V�, 2010) 

Or 39 .• Rxe4 4O.Rxd6+ KIl7 41.Rd7 R .. l 41.Rxf7+ Kh8 O.BxbS wins �in. Un­
fortunately, it's Black's mow. 

capturing the d6-pawn, whil .. good. Isn't strictly nK<'5sal}'. Th .. immeo:!iat .. 
40.Rxf7 is good fofWhite. Henc .. , 39 ... Rxe41 is at", an errOr. evs, 2010) 

With 39 ... R98!, h .. dodg<'5 a f<'w lRJ.llets. Nowit's Whit .. 's tum to panie: 4O.Rfl 
(40.Bg4 Rxg4l 4l.Rxg4 Qxh3 42.Rxd6+ KIl7, Of 4O.Bf4+ Kh7 41.Rxf7+ KhS 42.1Ig4 
Rxg41 43.h><g4 Kg81 and Black wins either way) 40 ... Qxh31 (NOt a bad TnCI\If!. Black 
attilcks both of Whit .. 's rooks and threatens mate in 0�1) 41..Rxd6+ KIl71 
(4LRg61 41.Rxg6+-fxg6 43.RO wins) 41.Rxf7+ Rg7 and Black is about 10 win. 

A fi� piece of analysis. (V5, lOW) 
There Is a lot of room for either player to go wrong in Ihls variation. Equally 

clear is that if both sid<'5 avoid all the various pitfalls, Black has the betteT 
chanc<'5. Therefore, White should play not 31.gxh3 but H.Rfll, after which the 
game Is simply unclear. 

Without question this whole sequence ofvariations beginning with 19.Rxd7 
Ra8 30.Qb6 Nc4 Is fascinating and. Indeed. 31.Rfll would be the correct con· 
tinuation, but it is eKtremely dffflc:ult to g;"" upyour queen in a real game when 
you are unsur .. of the resulting position. Again. I'm harshly criticizing my moves. 
and the t .. ", is a \1<'1}' r .. ",onable ehoiC<'. In fact, a darn good m�. ('0'5, 2010) 
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At the ri�k oflo�ing you, dear readl'T, in a thicket of analysis, the qUHtion of 
what ;� going on in Ihi� Hne has \lexed me fOT many�ars and I'd like to give the 
following PQ'ition a look wffh fre$h eyes: 29.R>«I7 RaS 30.Qb6 No;4 31..Rfl NKb6 
n.RKd6 Qe7 nRKb6 Nf4 34.N�f4 BJU;31 3S.d6 QeS 36.NdS Qd4 37.Bb3 BKas 
38.Rb7 ICYarllm il7). leading to the fo!lowing ana�is diagram PQ'ition: (\'S, 
2010) 

ANAl. VSIS DIAGRAM il7. lIac. to Pboy 

The PQ'itian I. yet another crazy imbalanced one. Bhhop and knight for 
q�en. but White'� piecH have marveloU'l coordination. My thrta1'l Include 
39.Ne7+, folloY.rN by 4O.Nl:6 OT 40.B><f7, gr.abbing an important pawn. My fNling 
is that a timely ... h4-h31 will rescue Black but theTe i� no certainty aboul that. My 
engine r«kons Ihal 38 ... Qb2 is ala<;](s bnl choice. iI. near imPQ'sible mO\le fo. 
human� 10 make ;u it walks into a disoovered attack from the b7-rook. I too like 
Ihi� mO\le for Black. ' .. I consider counterplay wilh ,.h4.h3 to be vital. The H� 
continues 39.Ne7" Kh7 la very diffICult choke fOT Black to make.) 4O.Nl:6 h3! 
41.g�h3 Qe2 42.R�f7 .. Kg-6 43.Rgl Bb6 44.Nes" R�es 4s.BKeS B�gl 46.R16 ... with a 
perpetual ch«1<. (\'S. 2010) 

A completely over-the-top. lengthy piece of analysis where both players come 
up empty·handed afte. all. (VS. 2010) 
19'MRxes1 

Played with a �light pause for refl«tion. It was he.e that both Garry and I 
missed the crucial point. Nikitin'� '"""'" 29-Qf51 Cause5 While real problems 
Stack simply deiend'l his bi�hop - ro.Rxd7? Q><d7 wins. Black now threatens 
3O ... RaS, wilen White'� queen i� short of .quares thai protect fz. Both play.oTS 
"notked" thi� move but rejected it by refleK because of 3o.e6l. Black can't play 
3O .. .fKe6? ;u 31..Rxd7 gains � tempo �gainst the bi-shop an g7, winning. NOT i� 
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lO ... Bxe6? 11.dJ<e6 good for Black. Thus 29 ... Rl<e5 is narural. It is also a mista�e. 
Blat� had a hidden possibility, namely: 29_.Qf5t 30.e6 RaBI ll.exd7 Red81 (It 
WO\Jld be intefesting to test a computer to see If it woukl "thln� and choose" this 
varlatian. What level af"thaughtdepth" would be nec .. uaryl) 

Preci§dy 20 �ars laler that is whill I am now doIng, che.;king my analysis 
with a compute •. (ys, 2010) 

12.Qb6 NCo! ngxh3 (n.Rhl? Nxb6 34.axb6 Nf4 35.axt4 gxf4 36.Ba.4 with an 
Interl'Sting po.ition thilt should fa\O'Or Blad). 

[Indeed, th .. position aft ... 36.Ba4 m� than fa\O'Ors 81ac� after 36 ... Bxc31 
37.Nxc3 Qd3 3B.Rtl. h31, and Blac�iswinning. (YS, 2010)] 

H. .. Nxb6 34.axb6 Qxf3+ 35.Rg2 axe) 36.Nxc3 Qxe) ([)bIram 121l with posi_ 
tiOTl5 similar to the previous variation. 

ANALYSIS DIAGRAM 128.. Whlt.to PI.Iy 

White's problem here is that the rool< on b7 is dreadfully misplaced. As in the 
previous variation, " m  convinced that White should a\O'Oid Qlpturing on h3 and 
instead tty the positions afler Rgl-fl. Reade.s: helpl 

","ar Yas ..... : Allow me to come to your rescue. You were unduly influenced by 
Nikitin's suggestion. After 29_.QfS, lO.Rel side-steps the smothered mate threat 
Afte. 30.Rn axeS 3l.Bxes Qxes 32.Ne4 N)<l'4 11.fxe4 Bg4 M.RtI ehS 3S.Nd4 
8>cdl 36.Rfxf7 the 9"tne remains balanced. Youo·s truly. The Chess Engine. (Y5. 
2010) 

","n Chess Engine, Than. you for your h .. lp. I'm r .. lieved to �now that my 
mcwe wasn't so badafte. an. Yass...-. (yS, 2010) 

","ar Vasser: You're Vf!I)" welcom ... II's whilt I do best. Yours truly, The Chess 
Engine. (yS. 2010) 
)O.Rxd7 MKJ1 (OIa,ram 129) 
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DIAG/ItAM U9. White to Play 

31.Qq1! 
In making this rroove. I was on� ag.ain funy confident ofvictOT)'. Most of the 

little horrors hOllering around my ldng have disappeared. fm ahead in material. 
Things never appeared so rosy; the only drawback was the time control At least 
that was mutual. 

Unfortunately. my confidence was not fully warranted White's knights on c3 
and e2 step on each other's hooves. My queen is passive. And the f1·pawn can 
easily N undermined by ... h4·h3. Both players weTe beginning tote� up. I feit 
my mind had slipped into high gear and was speeding at 100 miles per hourl 

The rroove I chose was so human. � desln! to rush back and cover up my 
king is an instird I win take to my grave. The inhuman machine has no 'och 
concerns. It prefers 31.8xeS QxeS 32.1e><91. keeping White'� pieces firmly on the 
attack. After 3Lhc3 H.RdB+- 8fB (H ... l(h7?� 34-Qlcf7 wins on the spot) 34.QbB 
Ieg7 35.1MB RCl 36.RgB+- 1017 37.RhB+- Kg6 3B.QgB+ K16 39.Qd8+ " perpetual is 
the outcome. (¥S. 2010) 
]1. •. Reel1 

Une�pected. , hadn"! imagined that Carty would jettison his d6-pawn. My cal· 
culations had rejected 31 ... Ree7 32.R�d6 Qf5 H.Rc61 RceB 34.d6 Re] 35.Rc71 
intending d6-d7. lfthete is no good sacrifice on O. the whole variation becomes 
.=, 

A good line. My Inmrds were COfrect, and Black should play 3l._.N"f3! 
32.g><f3 QlcO+- n.Qg2 (the n!ason I recaptured on gl with my queen) H. .. Qf51 
34.Bxe5 B�es 3S.Ne4 Qxd7 36.QxgS+ Kf8 37.Nf4, with yrt another brain-leasing 
position that receives an evaluation of even. It seem� thai both Carty and I 
mined 33 ... Qf5I, for a second time. By hitting the d7·rC!CN; Black I� fine. Clearly, 

'" 
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my l'I'lCM"of 3l.Qlcgl w;u playoed predSlelyto �top ... Nd2xf3 �,,,;rifkn. (Ys. 2010) 
The�fore, at the time it �med that Blatk had only one thance - s;u;rifke the 

r� on e5 by trying H ... h)1 32.9�e5 Qxe5. when (I1;u;k ha� good oompensation 
for hi' piece. I didn't doubt th�t White had the edge. but ] did fear that time­
pressure would decide the game. 
J2.Rxdfi Qf5 JJ.1b41 

Garry overlooked this grab from the crypt when playing H ... Ree8. I had been 
dreaming of such a moment ever since 14.Bdl. Blad is foft:ed to part with a roc* 
for]he septic cleric on d1. As Gany exclaimed aftelWards. "I can't believe it. This 
bidlClp," he said. holding it up and shaking It at me. "It - it took a WHOlE ROOK'" 
Black has no cho;ce. If H_.Red8?, then 14.R�d8 R><d8 35.Qe1 NC4 36.Qe4 is an ab­
solute slaughter. 
H_Qd11 

A mmendous �actiCln to the !.hock of 33.9a4. Bl;u;](� queen is omnipotent on 
d3. My knights are in wnerete �Iloes. The bum's rush d5.d6-d7 is nigh imponi. 
ble. ;u the queen stands behind the d·p�wn 
34.I�eII R"". )5.Rdi hJ (Diagram 110) 

DIAGRAM 130. White to Play 

Using his only chance. I've !\o doubts the position i, won for White. Am I noU 
full pi«e up? Pfoving the matter. however. is not easy. 
16.1111 

A strange move. I had calculated a few variations th�t Blatk wins with ... ReS­
tH. and an�iously covered tht tl"squart. Instead, 36.Qf2 begs to be played. 
White shores up 13 while planning to recaptu� on g2 with the king. The lIne that 
finally motivated 36.Bg3. was 16.g�h3' B�c3 37.N�t3 N><f3 38.Qf2 Rtl+ 39.Kg2 
Nh4+, and Bla(k wins. 

'" 
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Here a correction is definitely in order_ The TTIOVIe 16.gxh3. is. in fact, a very 
reasonable choice. Since after the missed 36_f:l><c:3 37_Rxc31 Qlce2 38.QlcgS+. 
White Is winning. For example. 3B ... 1Ol7 39.Qh4+ KgB 4O_Elg11 when White pro­
tects his king and Ieave-s it up to Black to find a r;ontinuation. The e><tra two 
pawn� help, of course. (YS. 2010) 

The question Is. after 36.Qf2 Re3!. doe's White winl 
White, de�pite hi� e><tra plece, ;.s being smotheredl Truly an amazing OCnIr­

rence. I �pent a mor� evening in the Eta� D>sco believing 37.Qg3 to be an im­
mediate killer. NOt true. The game remain� complicated. For example, 37_hxgl+ 
38.Kxg2 Nxf3 39.RcS+ 1Ol7 4O.Qh3+ Nh4+t Whoo� 

After 36 ... Re3, let's lid White', optiom first: 37.NCl.; H.Ite8-+, intending Ne2-
g1; 37.Elg1; Of 37.R(8+, intending Q(1--g3. 

At fut �>ght. 37.NCl seem5 to refute 8lad(� position H�r. he ha� a tacti. 
cal re5OUK� 37 ... ReHI 38.Qxel hxgl+ 39.K�g2 Qd3+ 40.Kg1 Bd4+. with mate to 
follow. Suth variations led meto 36.Elg3. 

The la5t variation bri"9'l up 37_Rt8+. 1f 81",� interposes with his bishop. then 
Ne2-C1 or 8h2-<16 works. So. 37 __ Kh7 38.f\4g1 was my first thought. White Tetum� 
his e><tra piece in ordeT to win a pawn and cement his king. But Blac� retains hi� 
inltiative: 3B ... Bxc3 39.N�h3 Bf6 (DAll'lIm 1311. 

AN ..... YSIS DIAGRAM 131. White to Plly 

During analysis. we were joined by many CM�, including Nigel Short. Both 
Nigel and I too� White's position Between us. we kxt 20 Swedi�h kronor to 
Cany. Blae\( doe� get plenty of counterplay. 

Indeed.. it would seem that after 40.016 Re2 41.Qg3 Q(S Blac� has play for the 
pawn, but I ha\le doubt� that It is enough to hold hi. po�ition. (¥S, 2010) 

Another �educti\le variation i� 37.Elglll, attempting to �it� Bla/:� bao;�. He ;5 

'" 
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fon:ed to clarify malleTS: 37._hxg2+ 38.Qxg2. 81",k <;an now <;aptu� on f3 in two 
ways: 3S ... N>tt3 and 3S_.RxI'31. If 3S_.Nxf) 39.1kS+ 8fS (39 ... l(h71 40.Qh3+ �nd 
BglxU) 4O.Qg3 (in order 10 va.:ate 92 fur the I<ing �nd de�1 with the pseudo­
thre�t of ... Qd3·h7+). 

[In this vari�tion. the move 40.Qg4. i� stronger �nd i� winning fur White. {YS. 
2010)1 

4O ... Qh7+ (40_ltxe2� 41_Nxe2 Qxe2 42_Qd6 wins. as does 4O. .. Nxgl� 41.Qxg5+. 
winning the house) 4l.8h2 (Dbcram lJl� 

ANALYSIS DIAGRAM l31. 11K. to Phoy 

Bl",k is In big trou� bl'caust: of the th��ts of Ne2-g1, Qg3-d6, and QgH>8. 
An important feature of the posit!on is that Black has been forad to Interpos.e 
his bishop on f8 to bIor:k the check. When Bl",k is furt:� into this passlvtly, it 
uSUillly spens the end 

This analysi� i� oorrect. The nlOVIe 38 ... Nxf3 i� a mistale and would lead to a 
10\;1 position fur Blacl<. {YS. 2010/ 

Best is 3tLRxf31 Now comes 39_Q94. thre�tening Rc6-c8+; �nd �fter ... l(gB·h7 
then Qg4·hS+ winning. (White <;an't be tlicJcy �nd tT)' 39.Ncl1 Qfs 4O_Qxd2 Rh3+ 
41.Bh2 Qfl checkmate.) In these positions. Bl�c"'s kni9ht on d2 ;� � little too f�r 
from the battle. Bul as usual. Kasparov has hi� resoun:6! Best is 39 __ Rh3+ 
4O.Kg2 (40-8h2 Nfl 41.l(g2 Ne3+. forking my kin9 and queen) 4O ... Rh41 41.QcB+ 
(White's queen is forced to disappear: 41.Qg3 Qfs with the twin thre�ts of . __ QfS· 
h checkmate and _.Rh4-g4 winnIng my queen) 4l ... Kh7 (Once a9�in. bad is 
41 ... Bf8l 42.Rf6 and White is �udden1y winning.) 42.Kf2 (White', king Is forced to 
scurry. If 41.8e3 (DI�ram lU) 



Ch�!I Du�'J: My GDm�J with th� World ChampjonJ 

ANAlYSIS DIAGRAM 1)). lbdItD ....,. 

42...8xc:3!t fThk move is SO tale that after a time I ctidn'l_n �ali� it was Ie­
gall Greedily a.pturing the p;ec� is bad: 42_Ql<e31 4).QfS+ KgII ..... Rc7 ends the 
.. �I 

[Not quite. 81010(1, Iotm hu ..... _Rh2+ 45.K>ch2 QeS+ 46.Ng3 Qxc:1, winning bad: 
the rook. Aft�, 47.NcU ,ough rqwolity jJ at hand. [YS. ZOlO)) 

4LBxc:)1i 43,Nxc:) QfH 44Kg3 Qf3 cileckmat�t) 42 ... Rf4+U IOiacram 114). 

ANAL ¥SIS DIAGRAM 114- Wtllte to Play 

An amusing twin mate arisH afte, 43.N�f4 8014+ 44.Kg2 (44.I(e1 Nfl r;hedc. 

'" 
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mate) 4l._.Qf3+ 4�.Khl Nfl ched:matel So much for the knight on dl being far 
from the battlel 

All of that prO\led highly annoying. 1-10_,. my sense of outrage didn't be­
tray me. Black is lostl How? After many hours of analysis following the World 
(up closing ceremonies in Brussels, I found the elusive win. lhislast variation 
la11!Jht methat White's bishop should stay on hz. Too often, Black has the saving 
resource _RU-h3+. Afte1" a short walk around the block, the p>eees began to talk 
"'�, 

Dest is 36.QfZ! Re3 H.Rca.. Kh7 (H ... Bf8? 3&.Ncl wins) 3&.Qg31 hxgZ+ 
39.QxgZI. Once �in, Black has the dual captures on 1): 39 .• 1txf3 and 39 .• Nxf3. 
We analyze each in tum. 

39 ... Rxf3 40.f\4g11 Rfl (the rook Is rot so dangero ..... on f1 as on h3IJ 4l..NeZI 
(!>Alrlm U5) and White has fm;olly sw;ceeded in bringing his knighh into the 
battle. 

ANAlYSIS DIAGRAM 135_ &lad< to � 

The d2-knight is tied to the protection of the fl-rook. White threatens the 
simple NeZ-g3 followed by Qgz-h3+. Dr Qg2xgS. Blad is lost 

lhls analysis is correct. (YS. Z010) 
White has an important option with 41.QxgS (instead of 41.Ne2)_ Both kings 

are under the hamm...-, but despite White's extra material. Black has tactial re­
sources: 4l. ... Qhll (not 41 ... Bxc31 4Z.QhS+ Kg7 43.Qh8+ Kg6 44-Rg8+ KfS 4S.Qh7+ 
which skewers Black's queen) 42.QxdZ Qxc8 43.Qdh QfS. when Blad Is still kid_ 
ing. The analysis might continue:: 44.Ne4 Retl 4S.NgS+ (45.Nfti+ Kg6 46.Qg3+ 
Kxf6 47.Qxel QxdS+J 4S .• Kg6 46.Qg3 ItxgH 47.8><gl Qxg5 48.Qxg5+ hgS 49.d6 
and. alth011!Jh White wins a p>eee, he doe:sn't win thegamel 

This last piece of a""lysis was wrong. Afte. 46.Qg31 QxgSI (not 46 ... Rxgl+) 

'" 
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47.QxU QlcdSt. B\�ck is winning. The nlOVIe 41.QxgS i� � mistake and 41..tie2 i� 
conect �nd good for Wllite. (YS. 2010) 

39._NKfl 4O.Qg41 (�ngling for Qg4·hS" leading to mate) 4O. .. Qg6 (4o. .. Kg61 
41.Nf4+. or 4O.-R�e21 41.QhS �nd White wins both times) 41.Qh3+t (J""I so. With 
Black'� rook unprotected. Black is forced to interpose his bkhop.) 41 ... Bh6 41.R<;61 
f6 (Once again foJced If 42--94 43.Qxh6-i-1 wins.) O.Rc7+ Kg8 44.Qd7. 5uddenly 
White', pieces create too many threats. And he is � pie<;e up. 

(while this vatiatioo is indeed winning for white, the finill mo\Ie 44.Qd7. is 
not the �trongest. T)M, be:st line is 44.d6 g4 4S.Qg3 N�h1 46.d7t. with a nice tacti­
cal win. fYS, 2010)! 

, hope YOUT patienc:e hil�n·t �n e�hausted by thi� lengthy analysis. Of 
course, I (ould merely have .hown the winning variation and �topped. Then. 
however, I wouldn·t have bftn able to �hare my agOlly. Normally " m  conlentto 
e�pla;n the important Urategical and tactlol theme� of a game. This time I felt 
an obligation to prove that Garry w.iI.� busted and that ilnother win had �lipped 
through my fingers. 

Bad to the gamel ' WilS still h�ppi1y (onvindng myself that Bl;w;k w'" �. lost 
ilS eve •. The goal was simply to reOlCh time control �nd bag the game. 

It Is rema,kable how dose this analysis is to the truth. Indeed. 36.Qfl Re3 
37.Qg3 would lead to a win for me. (ys. 2010) 

Best of all. however. would Nile bftn 36.Qf2 Re3 37.Rdl+ Kh7 3B.Bf41. a move 
I didn't consider. By sacrificing the bishop I win (ontrol 0YeT the h4-square. For 
example, 38 ... gxf4 39.Qh4+ 8M 4o.Q�h3 - what a reliefto capture this aggravat­
ing pawn and keep my kingside �hield f\Oow, owing to the threal ofRc8-c6, Bla.:k 
is lost (¥S, 2010) 

So, does It reany mean that my move, 36.ilg3, tossed. aWilY � win and that 
with 36.Qf21 I oould have dealt the World Champion a second 1os.1 Unfortu­
nately. not SOfilSl lt turns outthatthe seductive 36._Re3 -the mo\Ie I fe�red and 
the move Garry intended - is a mistake thilt would halle lead to � lost game. as 
we halle just seen. Afterthe restrained 36 ... hxg2+1 37.Qxg2 Nxfl my engine reck­
ons that 8la<;k has adequate compensation fur his missing piece and considers 
the positioo balanced. Moreover. after 37.lIJo.g2 NC4! my engine reckons that 
White stands only a little better. In the heat of battle. there is no question that 
Garrywould have played 36 ... Re3" but th�t moment is now at a time and a place 
worlds away. (YS. 2010) 

One thing is fo. sure, my move 36.Bg3 fell wrong at the time I played il and 
while It doesn't toss away the elu.ive win. 36.Qf2 was certainly the more natural 
nlOVIe and would lf1tely have Induced 36_Re3, the move Garry and I considered 
best. Again, con�idering our time-pressure the natural human play that �m� 
bert to me was 36.Qf2. Re3 37.Rc8+ Kh7 38.Ngl Bl<C3 39.NKh3 at6 4O.d6, as the 
most 're�sonable' continuation. (¥S, 2010) 
J6 __ ""IHI 



Garry /(osporov, HJ8S,2000 

A tough d«ision to make when you. opponent is in timetmuble, I had hoped 
fo. (even e�pected) 3LR�e2 (while winning back material it helps solve my de­
fensive p.oblems and cu.es the headache of activating the knight on (31) 
37.N�e2 Q�e2 38.ReB+1 Kh7 39.Rul. White plans Qgt·h2. with a likely win. By 
keeping the position as complicated as possible, Kasparov hopes for a mistake to 
keep him afloat. In the post·mortem. GaIT)' Indicated an amusing possibility: 
3L8�c3? 37.N�c3 1«1 3B.Bf21 1121 (DIag_ 136), winning. 

ANAlYSlSOIAGRAM 136. Whiteto P\:Iy 

Funny, to be sure. When Garry first pointed this shot out. 38.8f2 looI<ed like 
such a sensible move! 
31.Qxr;1 Hxf3 38.d6 

Played in o.<ie. to PT� variations such as 3B ... Qh7+ 39.8h2 BtS1 40.d7 Rd8 
41.RcB, winning. The 11"IOVe, �, has a d.awback that GaTl}' swiftly exploits. 
The winning try with 38.Qf2!1 g4 39.1«4 Qh7+ 4O.Kg2 Neb 41.Qxel R,..,l 
42.8xe1 BtS lool:ed too dangef01JS. 

Indeed. this line is dange.ous fo. me as Slack should play 4O ... 9d4I, with a 
strong attack. (VS, 2010) 
38. • .Re61 

An unpleasant surprise. I hadn't =1<onedon oong mated on the h_file 
It is amazing that while we were both short of time, our minds 'acing, and 

the tension at the highest level ofour encounters. we both found some excellent 
moves. IYS, 2010) 
39,Qfl r;440.Rc8+1 

The notmal last-mow.·of·tlme-control mistake. If White has a win. this move 
make:s it mOfe difficult. The pllmary feature is the sudden threat of quee>ing the 
d-pawn. for this th.eat to retain all the airs of a dectslve bloW, queening has to 
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come wfth check- While happily making the time control, I was blissfully un· 
aware that I was helping 9latk sa.� the game. If another win exists, It must be 
4O.Kg2!. Among Black·s many possible replies are 4O ... Nel+ and 40 ... B�c3. �t us 
look at them In turn 

OIle mow: that isn't as good as it look< is 4O .• NeH 41.Khl (If 41.Q)tel QO+ 
aoo 42 ... QJcc6. While White k. better, ' � no rrouon to give up the rxchange.) 
Rh61? 42.Rc8+ Kh7 43.QJcf7 Rf6+ 44.Q><ffi 9�f6 45.K""1. winning. 

Indeed, while this line � win for me, the move 41 ... Rh6 Is a mistake. Black 
should return with 41 ... Nf3. which my enginr evaluates as giving a balanced p0-
sition. II'S, 2010) 

The next try Is 4O ... Bxc3 41.hc31 {Not 41.N�c3 NeH 42.Q",,1 Itxd 43.Rc8+ 
{escaping the double attack from 131 43._l<g7 44.B)tel Qh3+1 45.Kg1 g3 and Black 
wim ow/ng tothedoublethreat of _Qh2+ and ... Qxc8) 41 ... Qxe2 (41...Qc!5 42.Nf41 
Nh4+ 43.KhZ Nf3+ 44-txf3 Rh6+ 4S.Kgl Qxf3 46.Qxf3 gxf3 47.N0:61 winning) 
4Z.d7, winning for While. 

This analysis Is conect. (rs. 2010) 
While those two defenses may not be Black's best, the point is that 4O.Kg21 

makes Black fight for the draw. 
Indeed, it Is the case that Garry would haw: to fight to !>old the oo.lan"'. How­

rver, the equality � r�lst and again my lout move woun't a "bad" mistake In 
the sense that It does not toss away a wtn. (YS, 2010) 
4O_Kh7 

Now that the time control had been reached, 1 sank into dl':f!p Ihought and 
couldn't believe my �. My mlnd had stopped working. I couldn't fioo a win 
After a 37-minute tank, I (\l,ci(\ed to force a repetition. 
41JH4? 

I spent nIOl.t of the time looking at 41.Bf411 Be5. Black oowthleatens42 ... 8xf4 
43.Nxf4 Rh6+ 44.)(g2 Ne1+ wfth at least a perpetual. Also, the d6-pawn is nOW ..,., 
priSt. Unable to find a ,"omising line, 1 returned t0 41.Kg2 and began to awned­
ate why 1 should have left Black's klng on gS. Kasparovthought the position aftn 
41.Kg2 was nOW equal aftn either 41_.Bh6 Of 41 ... Rh6. 1 dlsagret. 

Ganywou right. (rs. 2010) 
4LHRiI6+ 1:58 n.Ktl Nel+ O.Ktl Nfl+ y...y. 

A game of enormous complexity. Once again, thanks to Garry for his g.a. 
clousness In sharing 50 much lime 10 analyze the game togethn. 

As a postscript to this game. I would suggesl two things. dur rrade •. Firstly, 
just look again at Ihe game moves only with their punctuation. Clearly It was a 
game ofhigh d.ama. slips. near falls, thunderous blows and e�cellent .«OW!nes. 
Then I WOllki suggest \ooI<ing at the game with an engine. ' found it astonishing 
that the valuations ha.dly ever change. II i s ;u  if the game was In the drawing 
zone as from the opening m�. Truly remarkable. 

'" 
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llefare we tak� aur lea"" of SUliefttl, a few warIU of reflection. As In BaJCt­
Iona. t� �nt w;u magnifiCtntly staged. The! organize" fulfillo!d their ,� 
wan.rerfully, and t� """nt w;u One of the! best 1'"" playN in. The preu and tel.,.. 
vision ga"" prominent """'rage throughout. 

Optning ce.emonles a.� nice, tfmostlyborlng. affai.s. Genuine wo.ds ofwel­
come and the! .... rlous part of the drawing of lois takes pl;>ce. This i. when the! 
players find out the good news ofhaving an extra white or the additional chal· 
lenge of having an extra black. Organize" ha"" used all types of devices and 
sche!mes to help the! player. find their numbers. Numbers haw: been placed in a 
hat, the playe" are iTlllited to draw boxes. or to pick a statue Or scarf. Once. in 
Mar del Plata. balloons were placed in a pool andattTact!ve di""" wauld "'� 
a chO$f!n one. Lajos Partisch WOI'e his swimsuit and insisted on jumping in the! 
p::>Ol and fetching his balloon hlm .... lf. In Skelleftd, a goId·mining p.ovince, the! 
organize .. had b.icks of gold on a tab"'. As the gold bars were stamped with 
numbers. the! players would go and try to lift One and show the number at the 
bottom. laps w;u th� only one able to "'" one arm. Poo. Mischa. on the other 
hand, w;u so gaunt and frail that hecouid barely manage at all and net:ded he!lp. 

During the t'VenI, On one of the free days. the o.ganize" aTTan!jf:d whitewa­
tft rafting excursions. It was by far one of the most enjoyable free days I',"" """, 
had at a chess event, and I think many of my colleagues who joined the excur' 
sion felt the <same way. We finishe!d off with a <sauna and fish barbecue. which 
w", .uperb. 

Fo. the c!osing ce.�mony a cast from the musical CIl .. u gaw: a performance, 
and it toow;u a tt<'Tl1endou. highlight. Everyone w'" in grut spirits. K",parov a 
Hltl .. "'" so. since Karpoo.r had a .uptlb performance as """n, tying for first with 
Garry. He Ottded to ""nt a little annoyance and so in the! """nlng he chanenged 
me to a blitz session for a few Swedish kronor ptI game. In his worlU: "I need 
monryfor dinneo1 W's play." 

I laughed and <saId. "GaTT)'.)'Oll maywin but)'Oll will noteat well." We playN 
late into the! night and it was probably the early morning when we fin;illy brolce. , 
paid Garry hl. winnings. enough for a McDonald's HapP'J' Meal, but all the .es­
tauran" were c10S<'d. It w", a wonderful blitz """lon. 

With the! WOfld (up .... Ties finishe!d. the! winne.s were_ Garry K"'parQII first. 
Anatoly Karpov se.:ond. The! """nts were so extfac"dinary that it S<'<!:med that 
something w;u missing. and something waS. A match between th .. two should 
occur, and it did: the! 1990 World Championship held in New YOTk City and lyons, 
a ROE """nt. 

Following the match, all eye<.; turned to "what's next?" Tl1e.e w'" th� thlet-­
year fiDE C)'C�, of (aurs .. , with a World Championship match to be scheduled In 
1993 and the se.:ond GMA World Cup ;os well Between the lip and the cup many 
a drop has slipped .. 



Ch�u Du�IJ' My GDm�s with th� World Chompions 

The Death of the GMA 
Pespite thei. rapprochement in Barcelona, Gany was having se<ond thoughts. 
� �ntua.ny determined that the GMA ""'ml:: ..... hip should dKlde between 
war and peace with fiDE. A GMA member;' meetIng was held In Murcia, Spain In 
1990 and it p.omised to be a battle .oyal Garry was campaignIng stTongly for 
war. wt>i1e lIessel and most of the GMA 8oa.rd wanted the Agr.,.,ment to be rati­
fied. I TeCall that Carol Jarecki and Viswanathan Anand (1) were to tabulate the 
votes. 

Pl"lor to the casting of votes. I had introduced a motion to have the question 
referred 10 a committee. My motion wa5 rejected In my heart I just knew that 
Garry would lost the vote and that if he did. he wou\d. see it as a rejection ofhi5 
lea�r;hip and feel compelled to step down from his position a5 the Pl"esldent of 
the! GMA. Such a severe ripple of event5 would mean. in myview. the end of the 
GMA. The stakes _.e high and I expressed my de<!pest misgivings to Bessel KoIt 
Bessel .eassured me that both he and Gany had made a 5trong pact. and that 
regardless of the outcome the!y would both continue to work together for the 
GMA and respect the vote ofth� ""'mbershlp. He was confident that the GMA 
would survive. I openlye"JIressed concern thai il would not. 

Garry lost the vote 6S,/>-60Y. w'f\h a hugely Important asterisk: the Soviet 
grandmasters strongly supported his position. but as the CoMA statutes limited the 
votes fTOm anyone nation to lS"" of the total. the Soviet \o\Otes .....,e reduced. (In 
my GMA newsleiter; the actua.I numbel" of reduced \o\Otes is not "",",ioned) The 
membel"s endorsed the Agreement for peace with flOE. After the result had been 
declared Garry gave a rambling speech and sat down. I was seated In the audience 
looking at the podium, and Nigel Short, also In the audience.. stood up and asked a 
simpk question: "Garry, does this mean you resign from the GMA Board?" 

Gany thought for a moment, took hold of a micropho"" and said, "Ves, It 
doesl" He then left the stagt, walktd down tothe audience, sat Qown right neJd. 
to "'" and said, "Vasser. This 15 aliJoOlurfaultl" 

OIl dea •. Quite a char9" to make and pe.haps a silly 0...." as there _re so 
many dynamic; at play. In truth, though, Gany's charge Wa5 a direct bun·s�. I 
wanted peilCe and I voted In filvor of ratifying the agreement. Many colleagues 
a5ked me my opinion. and I swayed their vote in favor of peace a5 _11. Had I 
supported Gany with my vote. a few proxies and, more importantly, with public 
support fo. Garry's position. he would have won the vote handily and would 
ha� had his fiDE war. All of which a5sumes that other dynamics remained con­
stant. of course. Who knows what might have happened in that case? 

To c1arify my own view. I could not fathom why Garry wanted to kill the fiDE 
Ofganlzatlon. ln troth. as you wHf read in Chapter 11. FIDE does so"", mighty im· 
portant work. Garry's beef was with the personalities ofthe fiDE leadership. Spe­
cifically. hl� anger towards the FIDE President FIorendo Campomanes. Ganywas 
taking a persona! �ndetta too far. 
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Garry Kasparav, 1985-1000 

This ep1!iOd .. is, In many ways, a prlm .. ..  �ample of Garry's pC!rwnality. His is a 
binary On .. in the style of the former Amerir:an President George W. llush, Junior: 
you ar .. with me Or agaInst m ... VIctory Or def .. at Black or whit ... For Garry, ther .. 
was no in·between, and no shades of grey e�isted He demanded total support 
from th<xe on his side. As an only child. he was used to getting his way and most 
often did In Garry's world. the ... we ... supporte .. and members of the opposi­
tion. He was a .ebel railing against the system. it stands to leawn that the oppo­
sition was In the majority, and that to ac:hiew: his goals Garry wOI.Ild ha..., to 
woo-k dlllg .. ntly to OVC!ICome the opposition. Because I had voted ag.alnst Garry In 
Murda, I was now In his dog·house, consigned 10 those who opposed him. 

Garry's .es\gnation f.om the GMA Board and its Pre:!iidential function didn't 
�essari!y mean th .. end ofthe GMA World Cup. WOI.Ild Garry continue to play? 
In a famous meeting in a Chinese restaurant, he agreed to play If he was paid a 
handsome $100,000 stipend No player rec .. 1ved any honorarium, as the p>il: .. 
monies were quite generous. Such a demand changed the dynamics of the World 
Cup prizes. Nevertheless, Bessel ag.eed, and a Chinese waite. witnessed a napkin 
agreement Ihat the three sign .. d together. Aft .. rwards, Gafry reconside'ed his 
position and withdrew as a player in the second World Cup ew:nt. The first one 
took plac .. In Reykjavik, Ic .. land. and with Garry's withdrawal as a player the 
World Cup ever1ts wer .. canceled. and soon thereaft ... the GMA collapsed. Garry 
would say ofhls crealion, "The GMAwas wo .. e than ROE: 

With th .. conapse ofth .. GMA in 1991-92, the on!y game left in tOYllll was the 
FIDE World Championship cycle, as wen as the many private 10000maments. The 
World Champion,hip title lemained the great pllze, and with the collapse of the 
GMA. it was still firmly, fol the time being, with FIDE. 

The Birth of the PCA 
In 1993 the spell of"Kasparovfirst and Karpov second" was broI<en. A new Chal­
lenger .. m .. r9f'd. Nigel Short of the UK. H .. def .. ated Anatoly In th .. Candidates' 
Final to become the first We:!it .. m Challenger sine .. Bobby Flsch .. r. A fantastic 
achievement. They would play together whe ... ? As rumo.s of various bids 
start .. d circulating, both playe .. had high hopes of a record-breaking purse 
The.e Wf.:'e strong .easons why the play .... Wf.:re w optimistic. .. 

Astonishing one and all, 80bby Fj<eher came out ofre\i'ement in 1992 to play 
his rival 8o.is Spassky in Sve!i Stefan and Belgrade, Yugoslavia. The match fea· 
tured the Steinltz rules of the first to win ten g.ames. The players fought for an 
a<tonishing prize fund offiVf: minion dona ... W1th no flOE ta� either. A new re­
cord for World Championship prize money was set. For the first time in ages, 
Garry wasn't the primary focus of the chess spotlight. 

When asked his opinion about the match In Yugoslavia at a press conferen", 
in tlnales. Spain, Garry, not for the first Or last time, put his foot firmly In his 
mouth. He degladed the players, .. xplalnlng that FI<eher's play was "poor" and 
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that the 11th World Champion waJ a legend who w;os hom the "p;o.st" and that 
Bobby risked in;uring his Ieq;o.cy. Yes. conhnued the journalist. but w;osn't Bobby 
contesting a World Championship match? Not at an, retorted Kasparov. The 
match In Yugoslavia was merely an "e�hibition match - Vel)' wen, re<ponded the 
journalist. But how were they, mele journalists, to ten the difference between a 
"World Championship match" and an "e�hibition match" to their publkl Garl)' 
let him know ptecisdy how: "BecaUl.e of the money!" Oh, )li::ah. The moocy. 11Iot 
makts the difference 

Bobby's 1M! million dollar exhibition match set the bar enormously high. In 

1990. K;osparov had played for a th.""mlnlon dollar pu.se. Could his 1993 match 
venus Nigel top that figu.e? lf not. would Garry be the one playing an "eMhlbi· 
Iion makh1" 

Where would such a princely sum come hom? Would Ted Fields, the sponSOl' 
of the NYC half of the 1990 match, make a bid hom Hollywood? Would a Sheikh 
hom the Middle (;ost step fofwardsl "",haps one of the emerging oligarchs hom 
RUo;.Sia? Ot would a city find the funds within its marketing budget and p.e<ent 
tts "edenttals on a world stage as happened with SeviIIeI Rumors flew. and we 
were all on the edge of 01,1' seats. No mOfe so than the players. 

WhIle playing In MonitCo, at One of the early Melody Ambe. tournaments, I 
po.ed the que-stlon dhectlyto Nigel himself. W11t1e not having a clea. idea either, 
he was vel)' buoyant about a bid from Manchester. He! had met with rep.esent;o· 
ttve< of the dty, and a lofty dlroJ'lslon of two mtlllon pounds had definitely got. 
ten his attention. 

Then came the day when the bids at the ROE office< were announced.. Man· 
chester had won with a one million. two hundred thousand pound offer. The 
players were "e<tfallen, and in particular Nigel himself. He was convinced that 
Campomane< had deliberately sabotaged the bid by allocating tho!: mooeyto be 
spent in other parts of the Ql930nizing budget and away hom the prize fund It· 
self. Angl)' and disappointed, Nigel ga..., GarT}' a call: "Would you Hkt to playour 
match outside the auspices of FIOEr he asked. My goodne<s, would he everl 
Garl)' leapt at the opportunity. "Greatl W's (Teate OUr own organilalionl" 

As. Garry e>tplalned it himself, In NIgel he saw the perfect partner. The "best 
repl"esentativr hom the West: teaming up with himself, the best rep.esentative 
from the East. What could go wrong? Garry woli:ed with a NYC·based attorney, 
Robert Rice, to found the Professional Chess Association {PCAI. The PeA. would be 
the! counterwdght to FIDE that Garry had always wanted At last he could put his 
dream of a "professional commercially suc<:e'lsful" organization tQ9d.hel. ROE 

would be swept away. That was the plan. 
AOE's President Ao.encio Campomanes was beside himself with gfief, anger, 

shock and disgust. After all, it was the flOE cycle that had ""eated these stars" 
and now the ingrates had run off together, leaving ROE in the lurch. ROE de­
pended upon the 20 percent til>< from the! Wolld Championship prize fund for Its 
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general admini.tration e�pen.es. FIDE sent both player. an ag.eement to be 

.igned by a certain dead!tne. or else GaTT)' Ka.parov would lose hi • •  tatu. a. 
"Champion" and Nigel Short would lose hi • •  tatu. a. "Chat1enger." Both players 
allowed the deadline to lapse. and FIDE forfeited them both. As Karpoll was the 
player who lost to Nigel In the candidates' Final. he was invited to compete In a 
new 1991 fiDE World Champion.hlp match. As }an Timman was defeated by 
Nigel Short In the Candidates' Seml·Final .. he was Invtted 10 compete against 
Anatoly Karpov for the ROE litle. There would be two Wo<ld Championship 
matches held in 1993. "Garry's War" was On. 

The PCA World Championship match between Kasparov and Short was staged 
In london for a prize fund of One ml11ion pounds. The FlOe WOlld Championship 
was split betwttn Holland and Indonesia with a one million dollar prize fund 
($800,000 went to the players). 60th organizations had g.eat diffICUlties staging 
their �nts. and particul.l.Tly FIDE. At one time Campomanes announced that 
Oman would host half the Karpov-Timman match and promised a much g.eatel 

pulSe than did London. He wanted to .how the two errant lad. who was the 
boss.. He overplayed his hand. howevel. a. theOman bid fell through. 

I<a5parov won his match again.t Short, while Karpov again became the FlOE 
Wo<ld Champion. The coos world was split and would .emaln 50 for over a dec· 
.d.. 

The Great SchIsm 
As any professional player can attest. the chess world Is. On the One hand, re­
markably small - almost like a fraternity - yet on the other hand chess has tens 
of millions of pe<:lple a.ound the world who play the game and follow the impor_ 
tant events. Fragmented Is one word that come. to mind. Chaotic i, another 
Having a .ingle o<ganization. FIDE. is a way of helping to cont.ol the chaos. but 
only to a deg,,�e, as II I.n"l the most professional ofgloups •. Having two organi­
zation. both claiming to hold the WOlld Championship title led the public tnto a 
state of absolute confusion. Comparisons were made to the bo�lng and WTe5-
Iling "world" federations. Sponsors threatened to walk unless the che .. wo.1d 
put II, how;e In order. 

In 1994. FlOE was having trouble with the staging of 115 two-yeally Olymplad 
even\. In fact. the original bidconapsed. following the difficulties II had in o<ga­
nizing the ROE 1991 World Championship match, a faned Olympiad In 1994 
could have been the death-knell for fiDE. In this d'l.Tk moment of crisis It would 
need a savIol. II found one; GaTT)' Kasparov. Surprise! 

The Olympiads ale huge. COitly affairs. Given that the.e are over one hundled 
Men's and Women's teams. it takes an army of organizers_ directors and a.biter. 
to stage Ihe threi:-week affair. Toss in the FIDE General Assembly meeting and 
the nei:d fol lnterprelers as well and It is obvious that yeaTS of careful planning 
are lequir�d. GaTT)' had found sponsors in Moscow. and as the city has just such 
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an army of organizers, dlrKtors and arbiters at the ready, It was able to pull off a 
last-minute en()Tmou� effort. Gany w'" seeking a rapp'ochement, and FIDE WaS 
grateful. 

Garry learned the 1es�. of hi. war quickly. coming to a C')'$I:a1-dear under­
standing: a clles. war w'" bad for .pan"" •. bad for pla)'en, bad for journalists 
and bad for the public too. Hi. <tatU'l as "Champion" was being questioned even 
wIli1e he reigned .upreme on the rating list. Making lhe .ituation �n cloudier. 
Anatoly Karpov had one of the most remarkable tournaments of his illustrious 
career, winning the 1994 Linares event with a m",�ive tournament performance 
rating (TPR) that e��ded Garry's actual rating. Garry w'" second in the field. At 
onetime Ganyw", quoted as .ay1ng, "linales sepalates the men flOm the boys." 
Now his rIYal had WOn undisputed first. When ",ked Ifhk Unales victory meant 
that he w.u the "true" World Champion, Anatolymerely .aid, "W U'I say I am the 
best plal"'r of the moment." 

Tho! 1994 MoscowOlympiad also hapJ'lC'ned to be an election )'O'ar forthe FlOI' 
Presidency. Gany threw hI� support behind Campomanesl He convinced him to 
run for a fourth consecutive term. Previously, Campomanes had let it be known 
he would not be seeking re-election. Now, wllh Garry's prompting. he de<;:ided at 
the 1",1 moment to tOS' hi. hat into the ring. It proved 10 be the TTIO'lt tumultu, 
OU5 election In the flOE history. and skullduggery was .ampant My own federa, 
tion. the UScf. ac:cepted a bribe, a free simultaneous e�hibition hom Kasparov. 
to change Its vote. The USCf delegate. Faneuil Adams. le'ligned hi> position In 
disgust. campomanes won. 

The standing joke of the time wa� thaI ROE changed Its motto from "We ale 
one family" ("Gens Una Sumus") to "We are One man" When I reported On the 
1994 elrction In the pages of Imide Chess. one reader accused me ofreportlng a 
scandalou<; lie. I(a�parov supporters _Ie disbelieving. 

Of cou,se, for all his effort� In �taglng the 1994 FIDE Olympiad. Gany had his 
price. He wanted the title back. As fiDE couldn't merely forfeit Anatoly and pIC>­
claim Gany champion, a new makh would have to be �t"9ed. fair enough, But 
herein w'" a price IIlat couldn't be met. '" in a makh �n the two playelS, 
Anatoly, '" the fiDE World Champion. would be de/ending the title crown and, as 
the defending champion. he would ,eceive draw od<.h. GarrYS position was that 
he would not give d.aw� to his opponent and wanted a match between 
"equals · � didn"! want to pay any price for having absconded to play hI� match 
ve .. u� Nigel Short. AOE's Statutes _Ie very clear. and no compromise wa� pos­
sible. 

Once mOfe _ can openly wonder ·what if1" What If Garry had agr....:! to play 
a new match versu� Analoly a� a Challenger? I have no doubt he would have 
won, even ceding draw.oods.. The split would have been healed and the chess 
world could have returned to Its low-key Internecine squabbles. Sponsors would 
have ,eturned, lesson� would have been learned, and a bright future mIoght have 

'" 



Garry Kasparov, 1985-1000 

been P'»slble. W11at happened was that the PCA and the fiDE battled one an­
other fOf a shrinking base of sponSOB. 

Before lea..mg the 1994 Moscow OlymPiad. we should note that there were 
..,me veT)' strange things buz�ing around. As host. Russia had the chance to field 
n:lt one but two teams. As the fiDE Wo.Ld Champion, Anatoly Karp:rv was Cer­
tainly e�per:ted to play. Pe.haps he would even lead his "own" team, "Russia B," 
while Ga.T)' Kasparov would lead "Russia A?" Garry was having nOne of it, and 
Anatoly was given a choice. to play for the Russia A team behind Garry Of not to 
play at a"ll. Anatoly refused to play behind Garry In the line-up. (As previouo;ly 
mentioned. only a totalitarian State COIJld put these men On the same team.) 

So Anatoly didn't play In NVxoow, but this is where thing. got truly ridicu­
lous; he was barred from the hotel as a vlsito •. How bizarre was that? The FIDE 
Ches, Olympiad was being played In the home dty of the fiDE World Champion 
and he wasn't anowed 10 visit an offlc1al fiDE evenU W11en did Anatoly be<:ome a 
hrsona Non Grata? 

The 1994 FlOI' election of Campomanes had not gone down at an wen with 

the delegates. There had been a great deal ofbad behavloor. Here. I'm reminded 
of the quip by the mmedian lily Tomlin: "I believe diapers and politicians should 
be changed often and for the same reason�· 

Following the Olympiad. many of fiDE's Western delegates were in open re­
volt. At the nel<t fiDE Gene!"al Assembly meeting. slated for Paris in 1995. one 
.nda item would call for President Campomanes to resign. Another problem 
had to be faced.: the 1993 ADE Wo.ld Championship match priz.,·fund had bern 
a hardship to .aise; whe.e would the ne><l spon..,. come hom? Seendlplty to the 
reSCUeOTlCe mare. 

The President of the autonomous Republic of Kalmykla, Kir, ... n Ilyum�hlnov, 
had. been Invited 10 attend the 1995 FIDE General Assembly In Paris as a guest. AS 
a great �r of chess and a maste.-st.ength player. he had happily accepted the 
invitation. He was al.., a friend of Kasparovs. In 1990. a diamond-studded "Kor-
1off" trophy had been presented to KasparOli as the winner of the World Cham­
pion match. Before the match both players agred that the winne!" would allow 
the handsome trophy to be auctioned off. with the money going to a fund for the 
victims of a devastating earthquake in Armenia. The winning bidde. was none­
olher Ihan Kirsan. 

AI the 1995 General Assembly meeting in Paris. Campomanes agre-ed that he 
would step down as President and was offe!"ed the place of Chairman. a .ole that 
was not sptlled out In the FlOI' Statutes. He! accepted. Kilsan was asked If he 
would Hke to run for the now·vacated seat of the FIDE P,esidency. He did and 
won In a landslide vote. Could he reconCIle the world of che .. and heal the split� 
He was wen.equipped to pun off such a coup -he w;u rich and on friendly lerms 
with both K;upa'Ov and Karpov. 

Before healing the split. ROE had first to complete the existing cycle. In 1996, 

'" 
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Kir5aJl played host to tho! FlOE World Championship match in Elina, tho! capital of 
Kalmyl<ia Karpolls challenger was tho! American Gata Kamsky. Karpov success­
funyretained hi. tille in a well-contested match. 

On tho! olher side of the split, tho! PCA World Championship match was held 
in New York City. Kasparov's Challenger was the Indian Grandmaster Vlswana. 
than Anand. Again, in a wen·fought match KaspaTOll .elained hb title, after ini· 
tially faning behInd The slage was once more set for a grand reconciliation. The 
chess WOOld now wanted to know, when the two world. champions, KaspalOll and 
Karpov, would face off and contest a si)dh match and heal the split. 

Kirsan had hi. Own jOe", aboul how to do that. His misfortune was that he 
had the mean. to put his Own policies In motion. Taking a page from the world 
of tennis, KhQ.n conceived a three-week, 128-pla)",r knock-out World Champion· 
ship tournamenl to decide the WOlld Championship title. The idea was to have 
two "Classical" game minl.matches all the way up to the semi-final matches, 
which would be four games long, fu1lowed by a Championship match of siM 
games. 60th KasparOll and Karpov would be seeded into the ....,mi.finals, SO that 
the 128 pla)"'rs would haW! to play one el<lra match to win the event. Kilsan put 
up a five mmion dollal pri�e-fund, and this staggering sum had the whole chess 
woold aflutter. 

To suggest that a 128-pla)"'T knock..out event turned the idea of plestigious 
"title matches" upside down doesn't do the uplesslon justke. The event is com· 
pletely ill·sulted for determining the highest title. In two-g.ame matches any 
grandmaster has a chance to wtn against any other - it is precisely thanks to 
lengthy 24-game matches that the bettel pla)",r can be clearly determined. FUI­
tho!rmole, in � of a 1-1 tie, 01 a tie In any match, the playelS would play two 
games of IS minutes each with bon .... se<:O� fOI each � made; and in case 
of a further 1·1 tie two blill �mes oftille minutes: then, if the tie was still not 
bloken, a sudden·death Armageddon game whele White had si� mInutes to 
Black's five minutes and Blade had draw odds. The system gaV1! anyplilyff in tho! 
top 100 a leasonable chance of becomIng Wmld Champion. 

Allow me to spell out the absurdity of the new rules. Suppose I we.e to play a 
two-game match with Kasparov. On paper Of by rating he would be a cleal favor· 
ite.1 might start with the White pieces and a dtawmight suit Kasparov. 1n the sec· 
ond game he would haV1! White and would want to win in mder to avoid playing 
rapid and bHIl tit-breaker games. If he were to sHp and CIV1!r·p'e5S he might lose 
and be out of the compelltlon in an instant. To make a poor analogy, It would be 
like two profe .. lonal snooker players playing two frames "'9"inlt one another, In 
case of a lie, the two would. play a "blade ban" to see who would advance to the 
neMt lound It """,.tid be an insufficient test of skm. Most of the top snooker players 
can easily make a century breal<. lei me make it """'" limpler: IUpJlOle that !(as. 
parov and I wele to play a two-g.ame match, he might be a 201 fallOTite. lfwe play 
three matches, ao:colding to the odds l ihould win one of them 

'" 
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How would Carry Kuparov �act to KiT$;ln's lI<':W plan? Vehementlyopposedl 
He pul lhe mailer succinclly; the FlOE Wo.ld Championship wao; being d� 
into a "Iottety" he would d«la�. Which wu precisely Kirsan's p::Iin"- Any quali. 
fied playe. had a chance to win. Kasparov was having nothing to do with the 
<!Vent, which suited Anatoly perfectly well. KiT$;ln had offe.ed to seed both play­
ers Into the big·money""mi·fina.ls. Should either player decllrH! to play, then lhe 
other would be seeded dindly into tho. final match. Thu.. Anatoly would T<!CeM! 
yet. anothe. Juicy advantag.: from FlOE, a berth Into the final match of a 128· 
player knockooOUt � A9ain. in B.iti.h understatement, "useful." Better .1m, 
his OPp::lrH!nt, having ju.1 won seven brutal nerve-wracking mlni·m;l.lches, 
would hav., 10 fly from Groningen, Holland, th., sit., af the event, to lamann." 
Swihe.land 10 play the final match "9"lmt a well-rested. well·prepa.ed Cham· 
pion. The rules were gTOnly unfair to the Challeng., •. 

With the extJaordinary wealth of its lI<':W President, the fortunes afFlDE took 
a �marlcabJ.e tum for the bette •. No longe. an organiution clawing for every 
pfennig in the budget, it wao; now on eao;y st.«t. It had found a sponsor and 
President together In one package. The fortunes of the PCA. on the other hand. 
soon dete1ioratf>i. l'm not Sure when It wao; quietly put to rest. Its Oirectonhips, 
of Kasparov and Short, unwound a. Nigel stepped down, and it §<!emed to drift 
towards the chess gra�a.d - which is quit., fun of such hea.u.tones. The result 
w .... that aft.,. 1995 Garry Kasparov, fht people'. champion, didn't def.,nd his titk: 
for fI"" long yea ... �r, unHk., FI..:her, who stopped playing in 197Z and 
stopped a second time in 1992, Kao;parov remained ao; active as ever. He reigned 
atop tht .atings list and .emained the dominant player of his time 



Chapter Nine 

An.toly K.rpov, Post-19B5 

Perhap5 I'm �ing unkInd to Anatoly. but at OUr meeting at the SWIFT tourna.­
"",nt in Br .... m In 1986, when he was no longer the World Champion. he had 
beccome less Imperlal. H" was a far more awwachable, talkative f�low. He no 
longer cam.,.} the burdens that Ca,"" with the po-Kious tltl". and t .... symptom. 
of Champicnltls rec� Anatoly could relax mOre. 

In the mid-1980s a .- sponsor a"PP"arN on Ih" scene. lies .... ] Kok. He -01 on 
to have an mustriom hand in elevating chess. The SWIFT tournament justly gained 
a ,�utalion M on.. of 1Iw: flTl6t � in tilt. world. lies"" was a marvelcJui host 
and ill illI Ii ....... I� his be!.t to mak" Ih" players f� warm and _kom... A<. a 
.mall 6aJnp� foflowlng the VJ88 SWIFTtoumament 1Ies .... 1 invited Mikhail Till to 
stay on and �I him to hospital for a thorough txamlnation and J7rOl>"T treat· 
ment Mischa was very appredat� and this li1«'ly added years to hl, liftoo. 

At the time of the nelrt duel. I had ecpando:d my opening defensiW repertoire 
to include the Petroff M"n .... as Black- Thb � landed a strong blow .quaTeI)' 
to my jaw, ilnd the �roff Oef� lost much of its sparkll for me therlafter. 
Howl reg� I didn't ess.ayt� fTench Oefen�hom our first encounter 

In annotating this giUnll win abo liberally qUClll Jan Timman hom his e�«,l­
lenl book PrYtver Chess with �. The subtitle is "The Ultimate Guide 10 the 
Bishop Pair I!o Strong Knights." 

This SW1FT tournament Wil'; one of lhe first """nts on lhe elile cin:uit lo fea­
lUTe a .i�_hour $ession of 40 TT><>'Jes in two houTs and 20 TTIOV\"S in one hour, fol· 
lowed by adjournmenl The older time-contTOI was 40 moves in two and a half 
hours. followed by an adjournment, a five.hour $ession. Upon resumption t� 
lime-controls wt� 16 moves �T hoUT �r player. So a faslertempo and a longer 
session. There was some gTUmbling amongsl the players, including Anatoly, 
about Ihe faster tempo. With lhe advance of chess engines, adjournments would 
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Ch�u Du�h: My Games with the World Champions 

DIAGRAM 111. White to Play 

u .. ;1I)1 
An important little � to darify the �ituation in the (enter. Now that the 

e4·knight Is well protected. the «·pawn wa' threatened with capture. The trade 
lZ.tl«IS11 N�dS n.N�e4 flce4 14.NeS N�e3 ls.nee3 R)(fH 16.Qdl BgS is helpful 
for Black as he is able to .esolw: the question of what his b4·knlght is doing. 

A highly intriguing position occurs after 12.cS11 f4 n.Bel Nc6 14.Qb3 NgS 
15.Rdl Qd7 16.Qxb711 Nd3+ 17.Bdl Rab8 18.Qa6 Bf619.Ne2 gs 20.h3 Rb41 21.a3 
Rxd41. I wanted to play this crazy sacrificial 11m. again.t �m. but n� 
found a vktim. Again, It was these types of kings ide initiatives that made n ... J'S 
an attractive option. Positionally, the lim. i-s a 1111]0, dodgyfor Black but I was in­
trigued by the line'� potential - as thl. note shows it is w:ry easy for White to 
play natural mOYe'i and fall into an aw1cwa.d position. 
U._Nn3 

I haw: to avoid lLNc61 13.N�dS B�dS 14.ocdS Q1cds IS.Rcl, when I don't nke 
Blad·s position one bit. 
U.bxc3 Nc614-qa411 

An importanl tactical justifJc:ation for Black', play occurs after the direct 
14.C�dS B�dS 15.<:4 B)(f3 16.8�fl f41 17.8d5+ Kh8 18.Bel N�d4 19.Rbl BeSI 
2O.Bb211 Qf6, a line that I kept triple-checking in my preparations to be .ure I 

hadn't missed something dire. 
The tut, on the other hand. k�p5 the centrallension alive and forces Black to 

resolve the situation. I was stin comfortably in my preparation and thought I had 
found an equalizing solution. 
14. . .f4 1S..8d.l 

The mow: I upected. Afterwards a good argument was made for IS.Bu. the 



Anotoly Ko,pov, Pod-Jg8j 

idea tN.ing to .""p the d2-squar� fr"" for Nf3-d2-e4 and to ma.� the atignment 
Bct-b2 and C}-c4 possibl�, when the dar1<-squarN bishop is well posted on the 
long diagonal. Personally, ,'...., always en� driving my oppon�nt's pieces bad­
wards. How far back thq go is his choic�. 
lS_khl 16-Ram. Rbi 17.tieldxC4 

P�rhaps il is pr�maIUT� to reso]"., tM t�nsion, as 17 ... a6H I. an int�rffilng 
option. If Whit� continues 18.Brl311 dxc4 1.9.BXC4 11g4. we hoi...., tnnsJ><l"!rl Into 
the gam� whe� lhe m� .• a7-a6. would haw been very uWul. I was (oncc�TTIf:d 
ilboul 17 ... a6 18.CSllwhen mybishop has J>.,.,n denied �ofthe d6-square. 
11.ln4 114 19.kl ld6 

A nalural lnOVO' which win give m� cause for �ret. In a lal�r game. M.Rohde­
VSeirawan. p1a� at the 1986 US Championship in Esles Parl<. I fir;t inserted 
19 ..... 611. as an att�mptl!d impTCM'!menl. That 9i''''''' continul!d 19_. a6 2O.h3 BhS 
21.N95 (to take advanta9" d my ... Bf:l·d6 omission) 21 ... B��21 (not 21_.8�g51 
22.B�h5 f} Z3.B�g5 Qlcg5 24.Bxf31 Rxf3 25.Q)(C6!, which Is a cute trick that takes 
advantage of my back·nnk) 22.Nel; Qds 23.R�e2 fll 24. ..... 11 (24.R""3 Is forced) 
24....f"92 2j.Nxf8 Rxf8 26.Qdl Qfs Z7.K�g2 Qxfz+ 28.Khl Rf}, and I went on to 
,",. 
1O.M IhS {Di;Igram 1311 

DlA(;RAM 1)1. White to Play 

Do.: can only prepare so much and for so far. Her� is where my preparation 
.topped, as I was satisfied with the position. How to .um up the opening strug· 
gl�l White has nic� c�ntnl pawns. good piece deveIopmenl and a saf� king. 
That's the good news. The bad news Is that the d2·bishop Isn·t a ....,ry happy 
camper. In my mind's � I thoughl my dO!Vl':lopment reasonable. and my king 
was O!VI':n a tad safer. I antlcipatN tN.ing abl� to complete my development by 



Chess Duels, My Gamn with the World Chompions 

... QdB·f6. and I could face the future with confidence. I ha� lhe potenlial for a 
�ingslde pawn·stOl"m and who knows whal dangers may luric Ihe,...,1 lel me jll'<1 
make one further point: when facing a "giant" it is vital lhal you go p,...,pa� 
with an idea for the game. as if you are so ludy as lo calch one in)'Ollr prepara· 
lion iI gives)'Oll a �f}' pleasant feeling irxleN. 
21.11>51 

Neilhe, befo,..., Ihe gafTl<'! nor at the board did this mQVi!OCCU' to me. A kindof 
b1ind-spot if )'Oll will. While such a maneuver ts common In many lines of the 
Petroff iljust failed to r�isler as a possibility. It ,...,ally is a W!I)' good move be­
ca� iI disrupts my hoped-for kingside initiative and simwtaneou.ty makes the 
hop Nf3·gS playable. It is whal could be described as an Ir\some """'" lhal .poils 
my hopes of creattng an iniliatiYe. 
11..._lIeIl 

An OW!r-reaclion to lhe thrNt ot capturing the hS·bishop. I j.aW ghosts after 
2l ... Bg6 n.NgSll l1eS 23.Qt4 Qffi 24.Bli3, when I fear� While would be in time 

10 reposilion his f3·knight nicely to either the e6- or e4·squaTeS- This simply isn·t 
the case. u after 24..Rxe1+ 2S.8xe1 a61 26.8xg6 il>CbS 27.Nf1+ KgS White should 
take Ihe perpetual check by 28.Nh6+. u his queen is en prise. A fact that I simply 
missed I saw 28.Nxd6+??, capturing a bishop with ched. and thouglrt I would be 
lost. CleaJ"ly. with 2B ... bxC4. capturing White's queen. the tables are turned. 

Just to comp1d.e the above line. aftl!T ZS.Nhfi.+ Kf8!l 29.QgB+ r..,7 30.Qxh7 
White has pawn and bishop for the e!<Change with myklng crawling ar01.lnd I'd 
judge the pomion as "balanced." but in a practical game it i. easier to play 
While. for 6amplt., 30 ... l1fB (in orde, to make a run 10 the queen.ide with my 
king) 31.13 Kd7 lH'94 Qe6 33.M2 lea ...... me with a g7-pawn to worry about. For 
thi • •  eason I would haw: allowed lhe perprlu;ll if I had realited thaI White's 
queen waS attacked. 

In hi. annotations in tnfonnont 41. Anatoly said that after 2L.Bg6 22.C4 
White hu a big advantage and stopped his analysis. I disagree. It seems to me 
that 2L8g6 wu my besl ffiOvt':. and lhat 8lack has an euy gafTl<'! after 22.c4 a6t 
23.Rb2 (the only squa.e. as H.Rbt or 23.Rb3 Ek2 Jos.es an e!<Cha!l9f! and 23.Ik1S 
8e4 is helpful to Blad; with the rook on the bz-square the d4-pawn Is OOW 
pinned) U.Qffi 24.6t3 (24-cSI BxcS) 24-.. 8e4 (24-Bhs!1) 2S.Qd.1 I1beSI 26.Rxb7 
8xf3 27.8Kf3 Rxe\+ 2S.Q><n Nxd4. when the gafTl<'! Is even a. White can't .etain 
the two bishops: 29.Kht? Nxf3 Or 29.Qd.1 Ne2+ and ... Q(6)(Cl, and finally 29.8dl 
f3 30.g3?? Bxg3 is good for Black. In this note. there is also a temptation to grab 
the hanging iO)-pawn as well. wllich I restrained myself from doing. 
12.QC21 1613.Rf51 

further irritation. Anatoly Is forc1ng a trading sequence befor� I can ......,n be­
gin to ,...,allze an inltiati",. Ht. conectly intuited that the "good-looting" bl-rook 
was not u useful in the posillon as my fS-rook. By trading them away, White 
r�llCes any dang.." to his kingsid... 
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n._Rxf5 24-QJ<f5 116 25.(2&41 
This ;s re,tlly becoming annoying. White keeps his queen buzzi"9 around the 

kingside, not only bottling up my initiative up but also keeping his option. of a 
knight hop to the g5·sq .... fI! alive. 

Anatoly fl!j«ted the att.activ�looking centralization 2S.QdS Bxa31 26.Q.dS+ 
Rxd8 21.Bxf4 Bb21. wlth an ending whe.e both playe.s have trumps. Aho. 25.� 
Qf8. intending togain a tempo by ... RbS-eS. would misplace White's queen. 
2S._Qf6 26.Bc4 RfI 

I had my doubts about this W!I}' no"",,',lool"';ng move, which bring. my rook 
into play. Now that White h .... the �file, he win alwaY' haY<! fine playbased on a 
TOOl inv .... ion. the.e is the potential to. Nf3-g5-e6, and it Can easily happen that 
the advanced f4·pawn bKomes a liability. My key alternative was 26 ... 8t5. to 
cove. the f:6.sq .... ,e: 21.QgS lISl? 28.8dSl1 Ne7 29.Sb3 Ng6. inviting Whitetoplay 
QgSxf6, doubling my pilwns if he should wi.h to do so. In that case leaving my 
rook on the bS'sq""ue m .. y be benef"w::ia1 in the ending, as the a3·pilwn could ad­
vance and I have .. n opP:111unily to seize an o� b·file. 
27.U.! 

A little move that simply moves the pawn on from a sql.lilre where it can be 
captured- In a strange way. my position has hit a wan and I don't have a definite 
plan to stfl!ngthen my position further. If I tl}' to reposition my knight with 
27._Ne7, I weaken the control over the eS·sq .... re and simply invite 2S.Nes. with 
advanta9f: 10 White. 
27 ••• 1k2 

While il lools strange to go pawn-hunting, that .. my style. My problem w .... 
Ihat If I now II}' lo tr .. de queen, by n ... Bfs 28.QgS h6 29.Qxf6 Rxf6 30.Re8+ Kh7 
31..NeSI, White has the initiative. TheMiea of the tel<! l.n·1 jus\ lo.nap offlhe a4-
pawn joh, yes it 151), but also to be able to play ._h7-h6 and _.BC2-fS, klcldng lhe 
g4-queen off her perch. 

Tlmman now makes lhe emb;!.rrassing oomment th .. t the tel<! w;u a "fruitless 
excursion" and thai, "_.a more stubOOrn defense would haW! been 17_.h6 which, 
sooner or late •. woukl have been inevitable .. _· Jan is truly a gifted annot .. tor. but 
in this c.ase he had a vel}' Tare momentary blind-spot. as 2S.Re6I wins a piece at 
O�. 

The tel<! was necessary to makewayforthe "inevitable· ... h7-h06. and luft. 
21.Qh5 

Not a b;!.d move, but I was much more worried about 28.NgSI BfS 19.Ne41 
8_94 3O.N.t6 Bxh3 31.N�h7 KJch7 32.9_h3 when White has the tv.<> bishops at 
the co.t of split �;"9side pawn� Perhaps the endl"9 Isn't so had fo.- Black. but I 
didn't like it. 

I was ple<Ued 10 pl .. y this move to take aw .. y Nf3-gS, and while I dldn'llrU';t 
the pawn grab 2L96 29.QdS 8xa4 30.NeS Nd8I? it wasn't an enti,ely bad OJ>-
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tion . .. s m .. n� ke)' squares .. re �red Bl .. tk an reset his pieces by ... &4..,8 or 
_Ba4-cfi, and respond to White's threats as the)' .. ppe .. r. The "fTuitlcss e�cursion· 
has earned .. reward. If you "Tf! going to grow:l. you m .. � as Wf:. do SO with .. n 
""'rapawn. 

In his Informant notes. Anatoly point. out the attr .. ctiw: finish zlLlb:a4 
29.NgS h6 30.Nf7+ Kh7 31.Re6 as winning for White. 
19.Rell 

Impres.ive, dare I .ay.ublime, understanding. A!fain. thed-,ook looks better 
than its fB-counterpart. bI.It m� TOOl< is defending .ome important squares. 
including the g8--square B� trading rooks White elimin .. tes .. key defender .. nd 
the squares arQllnd my lOng become more wlner .. ble 

Around this point it bega.n to dawn on me thai my c6·knight is not re .. lly d0-
ing .. nything .. nd is in fact nitely co ..... ned by White's tenlral pawns. I began to 
k>ok for an opportunity 10 bring it into pl .. y. 
29 ... ats 

A r .. ther sh .. med·fated retre .. t. This time Z9 ... B�a4? 30.Rc6 Qfs 31.QxfS RKI'S 
32.Nh041 Sinks my ship bec .. use of my weak g6·squa.e. 

One line attradiw:1y shows how the second rook trade helps White: 29_.11g6 
3O.RxfB+ B)((8 31.Qd51. threatening 32.129B th«kmale. 
Jo.adSI ad} 31.1txf1.t Qxfl n.Nh4 lid n.Qe21 (Diogr�m 119) 

Co ... «tly avoiding 3J.Ng6+1 Bxg6 34.Qxg6 N"7 3S.Qe4 NxdS 36.QI<dS. whir:h 
wou.ld giw: m" an oppor!l.lnity to trade two pairs of minOT pieces and equatiu. 

DIAGRAM 1)g. BIKktoPloy 

At this moment, time-trouble was beginning to .ea. its 1I91y he .. d and uncle. 
Ii'; relentless pressure I su ... "ndered the wrong bi�hop. 
n ... NdI1 
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A ..... ry bad mistake, induced by time-trouble, which allows White to increase 
his advantago: significantly. The best move was 33 ... g51 (rememoo that king.ide 
pawn·.torm?) 34.Jlff5 Bg6 35.Nxd6 Q_d6 36.Sf) I(g7, although White definitely 
has the sUlmy side of the torture. The idea of the dark·squarN bi.hop b.ing 
transferred to the long diagonal made me shudder. Nonetheless, itwa. here that 
Tl1)' b.st hopes for.alvation lay. 
' .... ' 

This powerful centralizing move gives White domination over the light 
squares and a strategically winning position. 
)4-MQel n.Ng6+ Ixgfi )6.QxP eli )1.Bb) bS )I.I(f1 QFI 39.Bcl 1(CI 4OJb3+ Khl 

Having 'u£ces,fully made the time<ontml. ' could now ilSSesS the dafTlil9'!. It 
wasn·t pTPIty. White's g6-queen is omnipotent. In fact. I didn't see any chances 
forl'lay. 
41.10411 

While it is desirable to ha"" an hH,awn. insur1ng that any queen trades on 
the g6-square will be tenible for Black. it was much stronger to crack the whil' by 
J1laying 41.«1 Immediately. Whltewould be threatening c4<5. with a strategical 
stranglehold If 41 ... bi<C4 4l.Bi<C4 and the ali-J>3wn I. lost.. Then 4l ... b_a.4 43.B_a.4 
(5 44-Ic2 I(gB 45.Qh7+ 1(f7 46.d><es Bxes 47.B><I'4 wins a ""wn and r�ains the 
Initiati ..... a. _n. A<. I'm being allowed to fight on, the game continues. 
41. •. Nbl U.c4 tal 

Black i"l running out of move. 
4).Qd31 

Releasing his grill on the position. With the natu.al and consequent 43451 
White will realize his dream of l'ulting his dar\·squared bishop on the long 
diagonal. and the game wm be over shortly. for eltamJ1le. 43 .. .cxdS 44.ub5 axbs 
4S.Ek3 Qh7 46.Qf,S+ Qg8 47.QI<98+ Kl<g8 48.B�d5+ when I can giw: it a rest. Now 
theflght flares anew. 

Timman'. comment about the text Is Illuminating: "White allows himself to 
b. intimidated. Immediately after the adjournment l(al'JlOV indicated he had 
overlooked a magnificent win here. 43.Bt211 would ha"", be.:n the end despite 
tho. fact that Blad Can caJrture On e4 with check. The point is that afte. 
4) ... Qxc4+ 44.Bd3 1298 4S.Bt3, Black has no defense against tho. threatened 46.d5, 
followed by 47.Qxh6+ and mate. 4S_.b4 46.Bb2 would b. no more than a stay of 
execution. 

"This i, a good illustration oflhe mength oflhe so-called Horwitz bishops. If 
KarpeN had not found this it. little 100 late. Ihls game would ha"", been a true 
mast�rpiece of accu.acy and subtle manw....ring. The advantage of Karpov's 
hesitation is that the game is now eMlended by an instruct;"" endgame." 

I couldn't agree mor� with lhe final paragral'h. Before the Ie><l ANtoly had 
played marvelously from a JlOsition I had prepared. badly ilS in our game in Til· 
burg that he had won. My only comfort then was that I wilS able to resi"lt and 
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fOTted An..loly to mak" a gr"al ..tfort to win ... 
4J .• .qh7 44hl IS 4S.cS Bc:14ti .... b5 

In his annotalion� in t""lnformant Analoly canN thi!. mov" dubioUi. Whilt! it 
is tll!<" that ke..ping an "",ra pairofpawmon t .... board U5uallyfavors I .... player 
with the initiative/advantage. in that "" na.. ""ha optloru., Ihl� .trikes m" as a 
case of nit·picking. The t"", is poerfectly fi"" and � 10 a wlnning posltion. 
46._ub5 47.hS 8;lS {DIagram 1401 

DIAGRAM 140. White to PIily 

I'm .till .tTlJ99ling In a near hopdr:ss Situation. Again, Anatoly has t .... oppor­
tunity 10 • .,.., t .... victory hom" by 4B.Q�h7+ I()(h7 49.<151, wilh a decisive break­
through. I had in mind what lihought was a cunning Irap - 49 ... &7, hoping to 
indue" so.dr. BaSI, when .hockingly and completely und�y Black has r"al 
holding chanc;.,s. Theprobl"m is that with SO.dI<t61 N�cS Sl.B<iS Black wm J,.. un· 
abl"locreat.. a fortr..ss and """,ntually Whit,,'s king wm smash through. 
4 •. 1k11 

A mistal<" that anows "'" 10 continu" 10 ""ist. 
4 .... �7+ 49.Kd1 

An "mba"assing �I of his own. Anatoly had int"no:t..d 49.1<0. considering 
his king "untouchable: He TI(1)N saw that 49._94+ 5O.1<ltg4 QgS+ Sl.Kf3 Qlchs+ 
was very much a "touchy feely" variation that lit! would greatly prefer to avoid.. 
49 .•• �1+ 5O.Ka Qxfl+ 51.Kb1 

w"n, grabbing a pawn with cheel< was a pleasant surprise. but now I face a 
seTi0U5 problem. With Qd3-gr. Or d4-d5 and Bcl·bz+. White has a ready·mad.. 
checkmaling attack. With de..p r"9",t I'm forced to trad" quel':ns and double up 
my klng.ld" pawns. I fearN that the resulting ending would lead 10 a 10.. by 
zugrwang. but it WiS th" only way 10 contin"" th" fight. 

,>0 
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SLQJl Sl.Qxll 
Playing into t� ending that t feared mast, and a very human decision. My 

engi"'" prefers S2.Qdll, informing m<" that Whitewill have a che<kmating attack 
afte.- S2 ... Q�gl H.dS! Qe4+ S4.BC2, whoen B!ack's king i� helples. against the fera­
dous bishops and pilsse .. 

Anothoer attrac:tiW: finish would have been S2.Qdl 8d8 S3.Bb2 Bf6 S4.dSI 8xb2 
5S.dxt6, winning. 
52.-Ix11 H.ld' 

Anatoly continues to make his lask more diffICUlt. allowing me to put up a 
fight. The best movewas S).6b2!. putting me in a quandary. 1ft play S] .. Kh1, my 
king will be shuttered out ofplay on the kingside, and White's king will sprint to 
thecenter and the gam<" is over. Therefore. S] ... l(g7 would more or less be forced. 
and now the difference compared to the game i5 clear, 54.dS+ I(f8 SS.dxt6 Nd8 
{unlike in the game. I canoot u.pture the CS·pawn: 5S ... NxcS 56.Sa)1 b4 57.8xb4 
8xb4 S8.C? and the (·pawn promoles) S6.8dS. with an extra pawn and domina· 
tionaflheboard 

In his Informant nates, Analaly lets this moYl.' pa .. without comment and 
merely points out that after the text White stands slightly better. True enough, 
but after 5J.8bll I'd eva1ualet� position as winning. 
5J-1CV 54.d5 NlIC5 55.8bl. I(fI 

It felt as if I was running through a mine-field in this tricky ending, avoiding 
some explosives altogetherwhne those I stepped on faned to expl�. giving me 
a reprieve. Once more my time was nearly exhausted. {A reminder, t� time· 
control was 40 moves in two hours. followed by 20 moves in one hour t�reafter. 
SO it is move 60 and not 56 thai Is the time-control.) 
S6.dn6 ,..61 (Dlasram 141) 

DIAGRAM 14L While to Play 
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Thanks to his slips, Anatolyhas gi�en me a real chance to save the gam� This 
tnding is quite an Intere:§ling one than�s to the possibility of a fortress with a 
d6-bishop, a c7-knight and a b5-pawn to �eep White's �ing at bay. The problem 
is that the h6-pawn �s coo�tant protectioo, and either my �ing orbidloOp will 
be anchored to it. 

It is vital thai the bS-pawn should remain where it j�, as it helps control the 
approad1eS for White's �ing. S7_.6b4n would be ad.eadful rmstake wh>ch, after 
58.c11. would (OS! mE' lhe gamE' at once. 
SI.BriIIlb4I 

Now this move is playable as 59.c7? N�C7 attacks thee6-bishop. 
S9.8bl Bfll 

Not the common last move ofthe time-control blunder. but TatheTthe penul­
timate move of the time<ootTol blunder. While the desire to protect the h6-
pawn Is cleaT, it Isn't my majoT problem. The c6-pawn i5 the bone in my throat. 
Afterward� 1 was sure that SQ ... ee7 would draw the game thanh to 6O.M7+ Kd8 
61.6g7 NbSl 62.6�h6(r) Nxd7 63.C�d7 Kxd7 64.flg7 Kef> 65.h6 Kf7, when 61acl(, 
king is;u.1 m IimE' to slop the h·pawn. 

H�r. as nmman ,hows. 62.C7+1 !(xc7 63.6�bS will lead 10 the win of the 
h6-pawn. when White has e�",nent practical chance:§. He thus COTTectly refutes 
my claim that 59 ... 1le7 would have drawn 

Nevertheless. ' will begin a new contention that the position could be �1Ied. 
My mined opportunity was concealed in a very nke resour<:e: the trapping of 
White's bishop after it captures the h6-pawn. This idea is best illustrated by 
S9 ... Bd61 6O.flg7 Nb4+ 61.Kdl Ke7n 62.Bd7 Nd5 63.B�h6 Kffil (Diagram "11, 
bringing uS to OUT analysi5 diagTam. 

ANAlYSIS DIAGRAM 141, White to � 

m 
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This was the saving resource which I missed. With the h6-� out of play. 
White has to deal with two problems. the passed b5·pawn and the vulnerability of 
the g2-pilWT1. The position is extremelytricq.. with almost problem.like traps fur\(· 
ing at every lllOYe. For eJ<ample, from the analysis di�m. White may be tempted 
to reposition h;s d7-bi,hop to the g6-square by 64.Be8? but thi' is a bad idea as 
64-Ne}+ 6SJ<d2 Nfsl 66.818 BxfS 67.G Nd6 is some fine kmght hopping indeed. 

It seems to me that the analysl' diagram position is drawn. If Whlte's king 
goes to deal with the bS·pilwn with 64.KCl. then after 64. .. Ne1 6S.Bhl (6S.Bf8 Bf4 
and the g2·pawn falk with check) 65 ... 94 66.8xel gxh1 67 .g><h3 92 (Diagram 141) 
we arrive at a most unusual ending worthy of another diagram. 

ANALYSIS DIAGRAM 14). Whlteto Play 

In view of 81ild·, threat of _Bd6-f4, While will not find the time to advance 
his pawns: 68.Kdl Bf41 69.Bgl?1 {69.Bd4+ Be5 70.Be} Bf4 is a repetition) 69 .• Ke6 
70.Ke2 b41. and 8lack has the advantage. 

A new world of possibilitie, occurs after 64.Kdl b4 65.Kc2 Ne]+ 66.Kb} Nxg2 
67.BfSI (a thematic escape by the h6-bishop) 67 ... B0:7 68.116 Nf4. White can acqui. 

esceto a draw with 69.h7 Ng6 7O.Bhl Kf7 71..8h6 NhS 72.Bx95 Kg6. or allow both 
,�to queen with 69.Be8 g21 7O.h7 gl._Q 71.h8-Q+ (Dlacram 144 - see follow-
1"1 PiI8'Il. bringing us to our last analysis diagram position. 

White cannot win this p:lsition. as after 71 .• KfS 72.Qh7+ 1(94 the bishop is 
p:lisoo (n.Qx(7? QdH and White wm find his ki"9 and queen forked.) 

8ac�ing up for a mo�nt. we should note that the variation starting with 
59 __ BdS! raises several questions. Why didn't White play 6O.Bd7+. protecting the 
�_pilwn? In that a� 6O .• Kf71 prated, the g7-square and prepares the kmyht 
trek ... Na6·b4(c7)-dS-f4, going after the g2_pilwn with wunterplay. Then. afte.-
6O.8g7 Nb4+ 61.Kdl why not take the c6-pawn right away? But 61 •. Nxc6? 
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62.8�h6 Be7 6J.8g7 8f8 64.8f6 ee7 6s.6b2 8f8 &6.l(g2 gives Whitt an advantage 
that is best avoided. 

The text is my \ .... t nmtilke, not bKauSf! I now play perfOOly, but bK;lUR I'm 
not given another chance to 'kIve the game. 
6O.Bd1+ 1(011 

Although WI:' su«essfully reached the time.-:ontrol the ntxt two fordng 
TI>O\IeS were made rather quickly as well 
61-Be5 Nb4+ 62.Kd2 (Diacr:om 1451 

DIAGRAM 145. Black to Play 
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Here the game was adjourned. and I sealed my TnOV<!. It would be two day!; 
until resumption. and I spent some sleepless night. trying to save the positioo. 
The adjournment gathered much attention from the other competitors as well, 
and there were many forceful opinioos. 
6l_NdS 

My sealed move was the best. but it wasn't good enough to save the 9i'me. 
6J.Be6NC1 

The p<elude to a line that leads to my immediate capitulatioo, which was 
highly annoying considering the time I had to analyze the positioo_ I missed 
White's 66th move oompletely, and my adjournment analysis was rendered 
oomplete crap in an instant. Arguably, the worst adjournment analysis I ever 
made went into this 9i'me. (At least I hape this was the casel) 

Having lost the thread of the position let me tum the reins over to nmman's 
notes as he quotes KaTJlOV' "Karpov rejected this move during tho! post-mortem. 
Shortly before the resumption he had found a defensive plan starting with 
63_B04-+ for which he had not been able to find an ""mediate refutation. 

"Now the White �ing has to be careful in Its choke of squares, as both 64..Kd) 
and 64..KU are met by 64_.Nf4+. while 64..Kdl is effectively refuted by 64 ... Be)1. 
The only correct reply is 64.KCl. after which Karpov had considered 64.._N<7 
6S.8f7 Na6 66.Bg7 Ke7 67.Bg6 BaS. It �ms strange to put tho! minor pie<es bac� 
in the Same positions as eight moves earner. but he assured everyone that this 
waS BIac�'S only rnan<:e and that he had planned to oontinue with 68.Kdl.." 

Indeed. I 00 not understand 51_.BaS? either. For sure. 6lad should try 
67 ... ed" as a betteTchance to savelho! game. Timman continues' 

"He had not analyzed this any further as he assumed Seirawan was unli�eIy 
10 consider two such parado�ical and de<entralizing moves in a row. 

"later the American turned out not to have been too impres� by the position 
eith ..... regarding it as lost in all variations. His prolonged search for saving options 
had been in vain. Personally. I also fan to see how BIac� shoukl save himself. e.g. 
68...Nb4 69.Be4 Na2 ]O.BfS Nb4 71.Bd7. followed by n.B�h6. and Black is doomed." 

1 can only add that in no wayduring myana1ysis was I trying to defend tho! p0-
sition by returning my pieces to the a-file. Such ideas simply didn't occur to me. 
64.11f7 Nell 

This is really bad. As I've already mentioned, 1 jul;t missed White'. 66th move. 
My best chance was 64 .. 041 (for some reason, I thought my bS'pawn should re­
main fi�ed to block White's approaching king) 6S.Kd) NbS 66.edS ed6. hoping to 
get a lin� like 67.Bg7 Ke7 68.B.><h6? Kf1;. trapping White's bi�hop. While' think 
White should win this ending. Black is fighting. Th� text should lead to immedi· 
ate resignation. 
65.BxeII 

Trading into a bishop of tho! same colors ending wins instantly beatuse I had 
missed something ... 
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6s .. ..Kua 66.Bf61 
And this is il ln 1M words of Vidor Korchnoi, "So simple." IndE'ed. 8Iad' i�n"t 

gillen a chan<:e to play ".Ke8--e1.eti. to leep White's ling at bily. The Te$t of the 
game is futile. and I played on rather out of inertia. Just as I feared at t ..... start of 
this whole ending, indeed . would be forced into zugzwong 
66H.84 6Uk) Bel6 61.11t11 at4 69.Kb4 Ida 7O.IxbS Iq 1Ue5 1Ie)+ 12.Kd5 Bf .. 
n.Bfal 

This is the zugzwang. Slack can hang it up. 
1J_Kb614.Bel6 litiS 15.BxI3 1-0 

losing is always lough. but this game felt lile four losses in ooe. Firstly. be­
cause I had 1M positioo I had prepared on the board and lost in my prepared 
variation. Not goodl Secondly, �au .... after 40 moves I had �n masterfully 
outplayed and should haw: lost shortly lhereafter, but waS allowed to leep fight­
ing on. Thirdly, bt<;au .... I had a draw that I mi-ssed in hme-trouble. finally, de­
spite nearly two whole days of adjournment analysis I _nl bilrking up the 
wrong tree. That is a lot of"defeats" for one gaml':. For Anatoly it was a win that 
he won twice and he probably wasn't too pleased with his various sHps. aut he 
obtained the victory and the whole point. 

Although I wasn't proud of my adjournment a""lysis. a word like disgusted 
would be appropriate. At such moment. I'm always reminded of a comment 
made to me by James larjan ffom ourtraining days lCJgether in 1919. ' hope you 
too, dear Teader, will tale his commenl to heart 

The incidenl that I have in mind was as follows. At some point m our prepara­
tion for the 1919 Rioga Inle ... ona� Jim had an Idea to prepare for lev Polug<levsky 
and wanted to explore the labyrinlh of 1M PoIug;tevsky Variation oftM Sicilian 
NaJdorf. The hope was that -. might find a new idea, catch hUn there and steal 
away a whole point. Great ideal One day of mind_numbing analysis followed 
another followed another. The days turned into a week and into a second week. 
At Iong lastl We had found something and wereOYeTjO)led. 

"Ohy. let's see how we got herel" As -. reconstructed the whole variation 
we discovered to our lament that _ had simply stolen a tempo along the way. 
At some point in mid·week we had set up our analysis -tabiya" position wTOflgly. 
Good grief. I was particularly �tfallen, and Jim tried to chee<meup by saying: 
"Vasser, doo't wony. An work is good work. Even iHt is WTong. it will help teach 
us Whal is right All WOI"k Is good work." Over the course of my career I've found 
this remaThble msight 10 be profoundly true. All work is good. won. Of course, 
we have to learn from our mistakes. It is the only way, trial and error. We can 
speed. up the mstruction process by learning from t ..... mistakes of ot ........ , but in 
the end _ haw: to be prepared to work ourselves and admit that mistakes are 
inevitable. f:Iy wor!dng hard we will find our way 

My nelrt classica' tournament g.aml': with I(arpov was in the GMA World (up 

'" 
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organized b)I tM same SWIFT .taff two years later. While we often saw one an· 
other at GMA Directors' meetings and tM like, we mis.ed each other O\Ier-the­
board. In tM late 1980s 1 very much enjoyed playing in an Open event In lugano. 
Switzerland. and I tried to make it a fiKture on my playing calendar. At one of 
these tugano Opens there was also a blitz tournament, and Anatoly came to play 
(only in tM blitz event). We met in the last round; he waS White and led by a 
point. With a win I could catch him. Anitoly played 1.e4, I chose a french, 1 ... 0.>6 
2.d4 d5. Anatoly paused fOf a few seconds and played. 1.\"ICdS, tM hchan!jf: 
French. ' commented to him aloud "Vou dog!" and we both had a good laugh. 
(On my time!) 

In a way that I can't fully e�plam. the Exchange French is a stran!jf: opening to 
play wMn White wants to force a draw. The Manila Interzonal game � 
Mikhail Gurevich and Ni!jf:1 5hort saw Black win and has had a searing le!lacy on 
these two fine pIa)'<'rs. In Nigel's case, he went on 10 bKqme Challenger. � 
over, thecapablanca vs. A1ekhine match saw Black win in a World Championship 
makh (with 1.e4 e6 2M d5 l.Ne} Bb4 4.e�d5 \"ICdS). l"m not even sure that White 
has a 50 percent SCO<e in the Exc ..... nge french. (Probably he does.) ' just remem· 
ber a few key Black wins that have left i lasting imprgslon. Well, sure enou9h, 
Anatoly too got. the worst of things, and althou9h I pressed, I couldn't win. and 
Anatoly WM the victor in the blitz ewnt. 

I had Whlte in Our _ond meeting In B�sels and, after some very tough 
Ios� with the black piecg, my, oh my, WM I ham to be playing While. Best of 
all, I had an idea a""inst one of An;lloiy"S ptt set-ups. let', � him defend lhis 
one. Anootations for Ihis 9ame also include my own notes hom Informant 4S 

Vallet" Seirawan-Anatoly Karpov 
Brusse)s, 1988 

Queen's Gambit Declined 

LNf) Nf6 2.<4 e6 ).Ne) dS 4.114 Bel S.scs h6 6.Bh4 0-0 1.e) b6 I.Be2 8b7 9.Bxfi 
Bxf6 lO.cxdS ""dS lLb4 cS lUIKS bIKS i).Rbl �S (Dla£ram 146) 

This line of defense WM a kind of tabiya for Anataly at that time. He was in­
credibly stubborn about certain vi� � was Ihat While is better. and that 
Black Should try to �1ize and draw. This meant that Black should play (dMSi­
cal) defensg which gave only a �lightly better position for Wllite. In tum, this 
meanl with corn�ct defen§e a draw was a likely resull. Henc�."om the diagram 
positi"" Anatoly's view was that Wllite has only a small edge, and Black has a 
draw with COOTW play. I begged to diffe... 
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DIAGRAM 146. Whlteto Play 

.. �I 
A strong novelty that I had especially prepared for Ihis encounter. Previoously 

14.Qd2 had been played. and Blad did just fine. 
14 ••. OId41S.Nxd4 Nc6116.NclbSI 

This is the real point "beI1ind my novelty. White will have good pressure 
again.t 1M isoIani. 
16 ....... 7 

Avoiding the major piece ending: 16_.BxC3 17.NxC3 Qxc3 18.lbcb7 d4 19.Rb3 
QaS 2O.Bf3 RacS 21.Bxc6 Rxc6 22.Q><d4 when White has an edge. 
17.Qa41 Qu4 l1.Nxa4 

The end of my preparation. and a late mldd�meJear!y ending has ap­
peared. I considered tho! position 10 bequite good for Whit� as Blad(s b7-bishop 
and e7·knighi are passive and the dS-pawn wuld be attacked. I didn't see an 
easy route 10 �uality fOT Black. 
18. .. Bc6 19..NcS Rfcl lo.Rfcl Bd>51 

Surrendering the right bishop al tM right lime_ 
11.BKb5 He1 

When annotating this game for Informonl4S I awarded the te)(\ move an e!C' 
clamation mark. However. later. Anatoly improved on his play with 21 ... d41 
22.Nd7 <bee3 2l.Nxf6� gd6 24.fxU RabS 25.Ba4 Kg7 26.lbcbS IbcC1-+ 27.Kf2 RC7. 
when a draw was agreed (j.Tlmman·A.Karpov. Amsterdam. 1988.) 

As you see, in no way did our encounter dissuade Anato1y from his tabiya. On 
1M one hand. such stubbornness isa characteristic trail ot all great players. They 
just believe in themselve:5 and theil ideas. TheyhaYl! to. On the ather hand. a cer· 
tain inf)e!Cibility starn to crup into their play and by not adapting to the chang· 
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ing rhythms their strength begins to sHp_ Chess is constantly evoMng. and �eep­
ing up requires constant �assessment. hard work and dedication. Sometimes 
the friendly opening and defense lines that setVed so _11 need pruning. 
22.Nd7 1k) I).Rb) Bil514.Rxt1Bxc7 25.8111 

I was correctly critical of his move in my Informant annotations. suggesting 
instead 2S-KIl, to bring myking into theeenter. 
25 • .JIcl1 

A slip that will land Black in deep troub"". As mentioned in my Informant 
notes. 25_.Bd61 was the light move. intending ... f7-f6 and ... Kg8·f7·�, bringing 
the king into the center, when B'ac� should hold. 
U.Bil6I1ti1 

Anatoly must retrace his steps. After 26 ... RdI? 27.Rb71 Rxd7 28.8b5 White re­
gains his piece with a winning endgame. For e ... mpl� 28 ... Rd6 2g.R�q a6 10.80:13 
KfB 31.Ra7, and tllfo a·paWTl is lost. 
l1,Rb7 8116 lLBb5 

A very difficult choke. I hated to give 8lad an opportunity to move his a·pawn, 
as it is good to �eep the � bottled up for tllfo defense. On the other hand, the 
bishop isn't the proper blockader. I need to put pressure on the ds-paWTl and 
therefore repositioo my bishop. In fact. tlw! same can be said about my d7·knight 
as well. At the time, 11 was required to C£Nef the bB·"",are but it too needs a better 
sPJI. A strong a1tematiw: was 21.Nes, wilen Black's posmoo is difficult. 
1I-"'51 2"�1 &61 (Dillgram 147) 

DIAGRAM 141. Whiteto ptay 

A bad mista�e that failed to register. I had been analyzing the retreat Nd7�5 
for a long time and had e�pected ... f7.f6 earlier. Thete�t never crossed my mind 
and I shared the same blind·spot with A,natoly. 
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JO.8b31 
Missing a veT}' poweful shoe 3O.Nf6+1 Kg7? 31.Ne8+1 and Wh;te is winning. 

Black would be forced to play 30_ .. Kf8 31.Rd7 Bb4 32.N�d5 N�d5 33.R�d5 Ra7, 
with an opposite-colored bishops ending with an extra e)·pawn for White. In my 
opinioo. these endings are winning in practical pl;!.y as the defen§e is a bnrtal 
task. 

In his November 2007 Ole» Uft wlumn (pages 56 and 51). Pal 6I.'nko wrote a 
brilliant piece about just such rook and opposite-colored bishops endings. and 
I'd encourage naders to have a look. Pal cited Cilr1!.en.Xiangzhi. Cap d·Agde. 
2008, Kere§'Pirc, Munkh, 1936, and Ragozin·Bondarevsky. Leningrad. 1939. My 
guesstimate is that the side with the extra pawn should score 75 peKent in such 
positions. Another ooe that got away ... 
)O..J(17 

Certainly not 30 ... a4? 31.Nb6, winning. 
31-a4 Bb41 31.""511 

After this the crisis for Black has passed I regret U ... t t didn't choose 32.RbSI 
Rd8 3].Ne5 Bt3 34.NdJ (l-4.Rb711) l4 ... d4 35.e4. when despite the opposite.. 

colored bishops. White has a pleas.a.nt advantage. 
n ... RclI 

The key differenu between the game oontinuation and the above note. Black 
has an active rook. 
n.RIoS Relf MJ(12 Bel l5.Rb7 Bb4 36.1tb5 Bel )7.Rb7 

I was TatheThar;h in my own self'<riticism as I didn'l now conlinuUhe game 
by 37.NeI) RbI 38.Rb7, when While still stands better. 
J7 •.• Bb4 )8.1tb5 Be) 'h-'h 

Unfortunately, the �oresheet for OUT TlE'KI game has beo.>n lost in time. Ma­
latlan. Mexico hosted a new event. the FIDE Rapid Chess World Championship. 
There was a preliminary Open where the top finishers qualified fof knock-out 
matches. I failed to qualif)'from the pre!iminaries owing to a strange set-back. In 
a crucial gilme with Anatoiy. I was Black and a ten§e gilme went down to a fasl 
and furious blitz finish. Both OUT flags were vertical, I made my move. -pressed my 
clock and decl;!.red "Flagl" poinling to Anatoly's fallen flag and went to slop the 
clock. Anatoly replied TlE'aTly instantly, hitting lhe clock before I could slop Ihe 
buttons and myflag �n as well. As both flags were down a draw waS declared by 
the arbiter. As it turns out, M""ican teife.1sion was fitming the final minules. and 
it was clear that Anatoly's flag fell flrst, but the rules wee Ihat when you 
claimed a win on time your Own f\;t9 had 10 be up. A good rule. fair is fair. Ana­
toly went on to win the event and become the first FIDE Rapld Chess World 
Champ;on 

Fo1lowing his FIDE Rapid Chess World Championship victory in December. 
A""toIy and his wife Natalie cameto �attle on an ins�ion vis;t. He would be 
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fwng Iceland's Johann Hjartarson in a candidate'S' Match from January 28 to 
February 6. 1989. The match was a part of tile cultural activities of the Seattle 
Goodwill Game'S. The Chairman of the Ofganization committee was a friend. Bob 
Wahh. Bob had asked me to be an escort for Anatoly and Natalie during their 
visit. a task ' eagerly accepted. ' drove them around the city. went shopping and 
played blitz! My reconection Is that Anatoly did very well, 5COring a dear major­
ity. (The guest flom HeR) 

At some point during the stay I visited Bob at his office, and he asked how 
things we.e going with the Karpovs, and I told them I was enjcying their stay 
tremendously. � to..ed me a few tickets and said, "Tonight the M05COW (irem 
performs. Why don't you bring the Karpovsl 8eforethe show the.e ;s a VIP gath­
ering In this room, bring them there as _II." I prote'Sted. explaining that the 
KarJlOV' lived in MO-iCDw, that they probably saw the Moscow Circus all the time 
and that they would be bored. "In that case. give the ticl<eb to you. family or 
friends." 

When I met the Karpovs that day I asked ifthey would like to see the M05COW 
circus. "Absolutely!," said Anatoly, "We've always wanted to go IloJt somehow we 
never made the time. That would great" , explained about the VIP gathering and 
Anatoly was enthusiastic as _11: "W's gol" I gave Bob a call to ten him we were 
coming. 

The VIP reception was pleasant. Good snacks and drinkS, a few speeche'S and 
chit-chat. and then Bob pulled me aside. "Yass.e •. This is tile program tonight 111 
give an introductory speech, we will play the Soviet anthem, then the American 
anthem, another short speech and I want to int.oduce Anatoly to the audience. 
explaining we have a special gue'St in town. What doyou think1" 

I was horror-stricken. 1 explained my fears immediately. "Bob. Most of the au· 
dience have no knowledge about chess, they don't know Anatoiy's name. If the 
reception Is muted, he win be insulted. Why take the risl<? Better not. tel them 
have a nice evening and no one win know." 

"No," said Bob . .... ou are wrong. Ten Anatoly I'm going to Introduu him. The 
lights win go black. the spotlight win shine on him. an he has to do is get up out 
ofhis s.eat wave to the audience and sit back down." 

I told Anatoly what was being plan�d. He said "FiM," without a care In the 
world. whereas I dreaded what would come next 

Soon the performance was to begin, and _ drifted into the arena and took 
our chairs. Bob had placed the three ofus directly on the tarmac. Well ilhc:>vt. Our 
heads were the nets fo. the acrobats. They really well' the front rOW s.eats. As 
planned. Bob spoke warm words ofwekome. the Soviet anthem was played and 
the Seattle audience gave strong. polite applause afteTWar<:b. Then the American 
anthem and stronger applause came. 

Bob addressed the audience again. "And tonight. dear friends. _ are ex­
traordinarily privileqed as we have a very special gllest in the audience, his name 

'" 
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is Anatoly Karpov and � Is con�iderl'<i the greatesl chess player in the worldl 
PIe;ue let us give him a warm Seattle _lcome'" The arena _nt positively black 
and a powerful white spotlight beamed itself diroe<:tly on Anatoly, cutting my 
own leg In half, Anatoly stood up, and I held my breath. The applaUSl:' was stag­
gering, easily double that for the American anthem, Seattleite'S were stomping 
their legs. Memorie'S ofl!iga sprang to mind The applause lasted for a remarka_ 
bly long time, until 80b cut it short to ten us the perfonnance just had to begifl-

Anatoly sat down and was positively beaming with delight. His face wore a 
shockl'<i e�pre'Sslon, "My goodne'Ssl l didn't .eaHte that chess was so popula. in 
Seattlel" 

"Of cour�l" I .... plil'd. "Vou aT ... in my town nowl" 
Semeti"""" you just haw 10 go with Ih ... flow, 
The .-wning was ahsolut ... ly ck�ghtful. I strongly .oe<:ommend it if you ever 

haw the chance to Seo! the Moscow C;,cus, Don't he'Sltate, go! After the perform­
ance, the tarmac was clearl'd, and again the, ... was a VIP gathering. The perform­
ers came out with various animals for the guesl'l to tooth and to a person they 
orl_nt toAnatoly for a picture together. Thi� fact was not Joston our VIP mem­
bers, and they too did likewise. Including t� Washington Governor Booth Gard­
ner and his wife, Sob had a glowing expression, and he sidll'<i over to me fOI a 
serious j-told·you-so. One of my happiest times for being complet ... ly wrong. 

My next classical duel wit h Anatoly KarpCIY was at th ... GMA World Cup .-wnt 
in Rotterdam. held at the plestigious wnue oftm, World Track Cmeron June 3-
24, 1989, Once mole Analoly was In great farm as he 1001< clea. first with 11 
points f.om 16. The tournament ran into a last-minute sponsorship hiccup, and 
Bessel Kol< came to Its timely ,escue, It waS It.... closest thai the GMA came to can­
e ... lfng a World Cup ... wnt. 

Vasser Selrawan-Anatoly Karpov 
Rotterdam, 1.989 

Nim2o-Indian Defense 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 � ).Nc) IIb4 4.Qa 
For a number of �ars I had been playing the Classical line of the Nimzo. 

Indian. 8e'Side'S the fatt that the positions appeall'<i to me, I just didn'l find a 
good continuation against the Queen'S India,,- The Catalan also failed to pack 
tm, punch I was looking fOl' with the white pieces. 
4, • .0.0 5.;11) h()+ 6.QIU] b6 1.185 1b1 8.f) h6 9.aM 015 10.0101511 

This early capt"re is premat"fe as It encourage'S Blad to d�lop pr ... srure On 
t� half-()pen e-fil .... A long theoldical variation would bl' estab�shed In time 
following 10 .... 3 Nbd7 11,O«IS NxdS U,8xd8 N)I(3 13,8114 Nd5 14.8f2, wt....n 
Whit ... has the two bishops but lass In dewlopment, 

m 
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I wanted to Ii. the center pawns early and to play a QGD-type of position wffh 
the two bishops as my trump. 
lO'Hexcl511.e) 

This was my novelty. PleYiously. 11.8�f6 QKf6 12.Q":7 8a6 had been played 
and by continuing quickly with •. Rf8-<S. Black has full compensation for the lost 

.. �. 
l1 .. .Relll.Bfll 

I want to haw my cake and. eat it too. The scheme of dewloflment I ha"" In 
mind Is to play 8fl·d} and. Ng1 ... 2. when Blael< will haw Insufficient compen.a­
lion for the two bishop. and hls c7·pawn may come underfue as wen. The prob­
lem Is that I simply don't haw enough time 10 cany out the desired ""'-up. 

In future games I would play 12.BbS c6 13.Ba4. waiting tor 81acl< to play 
H.Qd.8-e7 before retreating my h4-blshop. 

other development schemes such as U.Ne2 and 12.Nh3 could be tried as 
wen. but as the white knight win haw to ITICM' again. the """ran impression is 
that Black is doing fine and that my tenth ITICM' is helpful for Blac. 
12...(51 

Natural and very strong. Black must hit back in the center as soon as possible. 
If White is able to play Bfl·d3 and Ng1-e2 unimpeded. the game win soon take 
on characteristics of a samisch Nimzo-Indian with no doubled (·pawns and no 
targets for Black to attack. 
U.BbS 

Dearly 13.dxcS? would be a mistake. as 13 . ..d.41 gives Black a strong initiative. 
U'Had4 

I was hoping to provoke 13 .• Be6 14.8d3 C4 lS.Be2 b S  16.Ne2 when Black has a 
queenside initiative. but White would prepare the central break e}·e4. when I 
prefer White's position 
14.Qxd4 Bcfi 15.Bd) Nbd1 16.Ne:Z Nc5 11.11<:z Bb5 1I.Qd:Z Rei 

Here KarpoY thought that 18 ... 8"<'2. giving up his other bishop. was an inter_ 
esting idea. Afte. the .elatively forced 19.Kxe2 d4 20.e4. he considered the po'li_ 
tion ·unclear: But in that case. 2o...d}. U.Bxd} Nb3. winning material. should 
be in BIa"" s favor. I would have played 2o.Radlt. instead. and I thought I could 
claim some advanta�. For e.am�. 20 ... Ne6 (2o ... dxe} 21.Qxd8 Rud8 2l.lIxd8 
1!xd8 23.Bxe3 Is good for White) and now 21.<'4 keeps the position steady. White 
will play 8f2"93. Rh1 ... 1 and Ke2-f1. holding his two bishops. 
,,-

I was beginning to 1 .... 1 uncomfo� about playing this TllCrW. A key altema­
tiyo, was 19.Rdl (planning 20.0-0) 19 ... Bc4 20.0-0 d4 21.Nl«14 BKf1 22.Kl'.fl. sacri· 
ficing an exchange to evacuale the kl"9- With a pawn and Ihe two bishops. 
White has some compensation. but perhaps not enough. At Ihis moment I didn'l 
thin. my position called for such desperate measures. 
19 ... &4 fDYaram 148) 

m 
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DIAGRAM 141. White to Pblr 

While I couldn't be su'e that _ would 'each this p,eo;ise middleganw:' posi_ 
tion, it was this type of position that I �xpeded. when playing 10_�3, fixing the 
pawn stmclule. Now I wendel why I was attracted to lhoe position at an. or 
course, if White's �ing were on thoe gl-square and the hi-Tool< on thoe dl-square, 
White would have a huge strategical advantage_ Hence, my "only" problem is my 
king. I thought that I'd have time to play Bf2..g3, Kel-f2 and Rhl-el/dl, ploblem 
solwd. Black would have an lsolani. and nice play would come my way. Unfortu­
nately, the situation Is an about timing and. it �erm that White just doesn't have 
lhoe tempi he needs to solw hiS only problem. .. 

, .... 
• want to criticize Ihi. move and say thai Black has easy play thereafter, but 

the choices an seem fine for Black as weil l considered. 20.BfS Neb U.Nxe6 flIe6 
22_Bg6 RfS as good for Black. since I stln haven't done anything with myking_ 

My second. choke was 20.b3, a difficult one to wrestle with. On thoe one hand. it 
is good lhat the «-bishop sib where it is. as it blocks the c-file. So wI1y drive it 
away? Well, the plan I thought about was connected with blocking the f1 .... 6 di­
agonal The line was 2o.b3 Ba6 21.34, telegraphing my obvious intention of b3-l)4-
bs. with tempo. But Black moves out of the way with 21 ... Ne6 22.Nb5 d41 He4 
NhS. when I had thai sln�lng fe.oling that something was going wrong. Black l\;U 
... NhS-f4 and _QdS..g5 In V'ttw. when my queen felt placed at thoe scene of a future 
accident. F\"rhaps this line Is playable, but my Spldey sense was lingling. 
20_.Nh51 

Eliminating my pride and joy, the two bishops, befole they could be used. This 
is my problem. as once one of the tNshops is loaded, White has nothing 10 be 
proud of in his position. 
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ZLKfz?! 
While this merely follows up on my previous m�' soon slide into a worse 

position. In hindsight 21.BfSI would be a significant impr�ment OYer the game 
as I block the f·file. the importance of which win be seen shortly. It would seem 
highly unsatisfactory to play Un.RaB, while Black would also like to "hold off" 
from trading the hS·knlght for the g3·bi,hop since In that case the ht·rook 
might be well plaud. The natural reaction by Black would be 21.-QgS 2l.Kfl Nb3 
23.N�b3 QKfS 24.Nd4, with a p,etty l'qual game as BlaeXs isolated dS·pawn re­
mains on the board. 
lL .• Qf6I 12.hc:l Ne4+1 

This is Black·, point and why the note abv.te recommended 21.8fS. to block 
this check. After the t� Black has the edge a. he is able to diss� his isolan; 
2).B,," d,," UkJ exO 2S.gd"3 1d5 26.Rxc:1 Rxc:1 27.R(1 Rdll 21.QU NIII) 
29.h"lJ h5 (DbJnlm 149) 

DIAGRAM 149. WhIte to Play 

The game has flowed .ather naturally Io the diagrammed position. Black has 
the better of the play thanks 10 my loos.e pawn structure. Black'. last m� sets 
up the probing action ... hS-h4, which win induce further weakn..-sses. 
.JO.Qa6ll 

A bad blunder that meets a thunderous reaction. I had to play 3O.f4, in order 
to meet 30 ... h4 with 31.9'\. trying 10 l<�p the kingside dosed But I jU$t couldn't 
bring myself to weaken the light squares around my king. 

In his Informant annotations. Anatoly Indicated JO.Rh1 g6 31.Rh4 ReS as his 
main line of play. Perhaps he is right, but I'm nat sure what I"m doing in the reo 
suiting position 
.JO. •• Bxf)1 
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Simply smashing. I had seen 31.Nxf3 Rd2+ 32.l(el, but now I realized thai 
11.Nxf3 Q�bl+ wins at once. 
31.Qu7 Ba4+ )l.I(U Rid41 )).uci4 Qe6+ M.Kdz Qez+ 15.KO Qe)+ J6.KU 1f5+ 
37.Kdl Qxd4+ 31.KU QU+ 3,J(dl QclJ+ 4O.KU QxcJ+ 41.Kdl Ql1+ 4Z.Kdz Qfl+ 

Winning the howe. I decided to give the game a rest 

Another gem of a win by Anatoly. Did y<lu see any mistakes in his play at all? 
wny is it that I seem to bring out the best In my opponents' 

More moving on from Rotterdzm I have a story to share which coocems the 
very affab� Russian Arthur Yusupoll. In general the cash"005 in (urope are much 
more hlghiy·requlated than In America and are certainly leis common. Iu it 
turned out, the plzyers stzyed In the Rotterdam Hilton Hotel which had a casino 
on Its basement level. The players often went there to have a nightcap and to 
watch the action. Some played blackjack (twenty·one) for small stakes.. 

One evening I visited the ca.sino znd saw an ashen·faced Arthur Yusupoll eal­
Ing an ice.crezm. a "dame chocolate." ' went to him to a.sl< what was wrong. It 
took him .ome time to mumb� an answer. "Now I undersb.nd Dostoyevsky." he 
..... entua.lly managed 10 say. Dost�ky1 Dt1 dear, I pulled up a seat and asked 
him 10 explain. 

As. an aYIcJ. reader of Dostoyevsky's �Is, Arthur wondered why he had a gam­
bling addiction. Arthur found htmseIf at the roulette wtwl and puI five Dutch 
guilders on Black. It was rm � lhen pul len Dutch guilders On B1ad< again. You 
know the rest � kept losing untn he ru�ud mat with the final spin he had put 
zn his money on the la.hie and was in shock He was gambling a fortune by Sovltt 
standards. He won. � I<e =am he was eating was his who� winnings. "Never 
againl" he told me with a stony face. Whew! I hope. dear readers. that y<lu will 
learn from the mistakes of the gra.ndmasters: stay away hom the roulette wheel 

The final GMA World Cup event came 10 a spectacular close. The race for the 
lead was keen, with Anatoly gMng Garry hot pursuit. While he gave it his best 
effort. Anatoly came up just shy, and Garry was the �rall winner. Once more 
Analolyplayed a g.em of a !fame against me. 

1.114 dS U4 dXC4 

Anato/y Karpov-Vasser Seir�an 
Skelleftd, 1989 

Quef?t1'S Gambit Accepted 

The Queen's Gambit A«epted figured prominently in my repertoire for most 
of my career. As I like playing against isolated queen pawns it wzs a nztural 
choice. 
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J.e41 
But this isn't o� d thos� IQP variationsl In principle, this natural move 

should \H, Whit�'s bHt r�spons.e to th� QGA After an, if Black is going to giv.:o up 
th� c�nter, Whit� .hould !ak� It Th� probl�m is that White can't keo:op his a-ntral 
phalan,,-and a s.e1iH of trades should giv.:o Black a playable di!<ldvantage 
3 •• .eS 

After this �TN, I gav.:o up on this line, choosing 3 __ Nf6 4-�S NdS S.B� Nb6 
who!n Whit� has an edge in sp;l(e but Blae' has better chances toequaliz�. 
4-Nf) Bb4+ s.ld2 8Jul2. '.QI<d:Z ud4 7.QJrd4 Qxd4 I_Nxd4 8d7 '.Ix« Me, 
lO_Nxe' Bd li.Ne3 Rdl 12J(U NHi lJ_f3 Ke7 (DIaar.wn 150) 

DIAGRAM 150. Wh� to Play 

Zipping right along we COTN to a position that Is admittedly "slightly better" 
for Whit�. Put Black's c6-bishop bad to the c8-square and the c7-pawn on the 
c6-squar� and _ would start to talk about ·complMe equality: but Black can't 
aehieve that formation. Unfortunal�ly, I completely underestimated the danger 
in Black's position. White has a v.:ory comfortable grip on the ds-squa,e. and all 
his pieces seem just a little more active than my own. These a,en'! just "mg-. 
g1ing" advantage. -they become larger as the gaTN contiTll/6. 
".Rlldl as 

Already, I was feo:oling p.essed for a plan_ What should I do1 1 didn't want to 
compromis.e my pawn structure after 14_.Nd7 IS.BdSI Nb6 16.Bxc6 bxc6, with a 
long-term structural ad\lantage for White. But as the course of the game makes 
clear, at some moTNnt I had to accept a pawn weakness in order to obtain piea­
p., 
15..bclRKdl 

I had to aglee to this tl.lOU to hfing my h8-look Into the gaTN. 
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16.Rxdl Rba 11.Ke)I ,611 
Failing 10 follow through on my plan of expanding on the ql.leo:onsilie. For bet­

tel or worse. I should have continl.led with 11 •. b5 lS.flfll Nd1 19.b)1 when it ;s 
clear that my q..eenside play Isn't going anywhere. but I'd have something to do, 
if only rtpalr what I've don� ... 

My other choic�, as mentioned above, was to play 17 ... Nd7 18.fldSI Nb6. and 
accept doubltd. c-pawns. Th� tul is somd.hlng of a pass move, leaving it up to 
Whlt� to make a commitment 
Il..flb)1 

Typically Karpov-lik� p,ophyiaKis. He puts his pieces out of reach and keo:ops all 
hi' options open. 
U .. ..ha 

Frustlation was beginning to kick in. 1 had to bite th� build. and play 18. .• bS 
19.e51? Nd1 20.BdS Rb6 21.f4 b4 12.� f6. which is only marginally better for 
White. My fear was that 18.-bS 19.RClI Ba8 20.N�2 c6 1l.6dl would bring me a 
IifelesSpo'lition 
1,.Rd4 Ndl 10.8<15 Ra6 

The point of all my man�uvers. I'm tl)'ing to avoid doubled c-pawns. Note 
that ifl was forced to play 20_.B"-II5 21.N�d5* Kd8. it would have beo:on bett�r not 
to have weak�n� my f6-squa,e. 
11.f4 f6 21.h4 h6 (DAanm 151) 

DIAGRAM 151. White to � 

We an love thosle diagrams where thele is a winning tactical combination 
which _ can try 10 find This diagramm� po'Iilion is of a completely differenl 
variety. There are no tactics to look for. just te.::hnical play. What would you do if 
)'01..1 were While? 
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Stop. take a minute to consider you. answer. Karpoll'S next l'TICM' makes a 
fantastic impression. 
Z3-1311 

Pl'obably " m  being �Ily generous with my punctuation, but this m� al­
most !ezves me in zlI9zwong. ' don't want to l'TICM' my pawns, 01' my knight Or 
rool<. That !eav6 rnewithjust a bishop 1TI<lW:. 
13'H8xciS 14.HxdS+ KdI Z5.NcJ1 Rb6 16.Rdzl 

Masterful retreats. My pitces haw ftwer options than tlltir counterparts, and 
now White Is ready to u!oe his kingslde majority. 
16_,6 

Pl'otecting tho! ds-square at last. Unfortunately it is now too late, as my rook 
is misplaced. If tllt b6-rool< was centralized, Black might haVl! a decent position. 
but as it is I'm unable to block White'S kingside initiative. 
17.hSI ,5 Z8.J[f)1 

With each m� I'm slipping into that long sleep goodbye. The text makes 
way for 1(0"94 and, fal more importantly, White wants to maneuver his knight 
to the f5-square. 
1I •• .J[t7 U.NtZ 

No doubt an eJCcelient l'TICM', but I considered it a bit of a slip. A stronger 
rno..! was 29.Ndll, with the !.arne idea of coming to the fs-square. After 29 ... 9)«4 
3O.gxf4 RbS 31.Rh21 the situabon seems hopeless as Ndl-r3-fS will end the 

.. �. 
29··.c5 

I had to stop the knight from arrivlng on the fS-sqlline. YOU can imagine my 
frustration, having worked so hard to protect the d5·square. as I now hand over 
the goods. 
30,NOI Rd6 31.Rd5 RJtd5 

Speeding my descent. as the knight ending offeos no chances. A p<eferable 
l'TICM' was 31.-ROO, but I feared that 32.RfS and Ncl...:iS would caU$t asphyxia­
tion. 
32.Nxd5+ Ke6 n.NOI 

The knight's arrival signals the dinner bell. 
nH.b5 34.Hf5 Nb6 35.H",,6 Nc4 )6.Nf5 Kf7 n,b) Ndl+ 3I.Kt3 Nf1.+ 1-(1 

Yet another masteriul game by Anatoly. I was tiwing my hat so often I'm los· 

ing my hairl What to sayl This is why he was the most ttchnkally gifted player 
� 

After my last few outings with Anatoly, a rethink was definitely in orde •. My 
Classical Nirnzo hadn't wo.ked. The Catalan was a reason� choke, and I .ully 
didn't have a good answer for the Queen's Gambit Otclined. Just a few Ideas for 
obtaining a small pun. It was time to take a different approach. How about an 
English �ning? I've played it most of my career with good .esults_ 

'" 
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The following annotations _re published in 'nsid� Chess maguine as an ar­
ticle. "Scaling K2." Updated comments are marl<ed "VS. 2010· The following was 
my Imide Chess preamble: 

"I first pla�d Karp"" at Mar del Plata. Argentina in 1981. I completely out­
played him in a french Defense. but failed to score the l<nocl<out. I won the sec­
ond game we played that year in london. Oller the course of the next two �a�. 
many promising positions sHpped through my fingers. Then Karpov seemed to 
get my number. He won two games among many draws. Our last two games 
saw me routed in both. Somehow. he had adjusted - but I hadn't.· 

.... 

YitSSl!r Seirawan-Anatoly Karpov 
Haninge, 1990 

English Opening 

I wanted to avoid a Nirnto-lndian Defense. having prepa,ed to meet a QGO t,­
the following � order: 1 .. .e6 l.Nc3 dS 3.d4. etc. 

So much for my preparationl With this. Karpoll shows he wants a fun·bodied 
struggle. When he wants the sure d,aw. he usually opts for 1_e6. 
2-131 

By delaying the development of the knight, I dodge the analysis of .eunt !(as­
parov-Karp"" encounters. 
z •.• g6 

A big surprise. To my knowledge. this is the first time that !(arp"" has played 
this�. When conn-onted by White's TnOYe orde!". Karpov usually plays 2 ... Nf6 
1.Bg2 dS. etc. or LNcb 1.Bg2 gti, etc. 
3.d411 

Attempting to lu'e Anatoly Into unfamiliar territory. 
3'Hd64.cbies 

I also felt a strong temptation to play 4.Nt3 Nd7 S.Nf3. wtth a likely transposi­
tion into a King's Indian Defense. The text produces a q�less middle9ame 
position with which I'm very familiar . 
..... dXt'S S.Qxdl+ Kxdl 6.Nc) (61 

How nicel A mistake. this move tool< Karp"" about a quarter d an hour. otM­
ously Black Is concerned about the position dhis king. so he prepares a home on 
C7. The problem Is that by playing this move now, Black throws his timing off and 
allows White a strcmg attack. After 6._8e6 7.b3 Nd7. White has a slight adva�. 

What I should have emphasized is that Black should wait for White to play 
Bfl--92, before playing the teKl:. As _ win see, this will be a major factor in the 
coming play. {VS. 2010) 
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7"41 
Only thi� mOW �� t� vul�rabnity of B\ack'� position. Whitt wants to 

open tht (tole. and dtny B1ad'� king the c7·squa.t. It Is also t� Jlfelude to a 
long and cam�� pawn saaifict. 
7_..Be61 

B�l Sad I� 7 ... e><f41 8.B><f4 � 9.(K)-()+ Nd7 1o.Nf3 B�C41 11.Bh3 fS 12.�SI or 
12.«, with an advantage to White. This variation shows the e�me dangel" that 
8Iack is fadng. A fundamental errOl" would be 7 ... f61 8.nees nees. when White has 
opened t� f_fHe to his advantage arid Blad·s '15- and es-squares a.e weak. In 
this position, it·s important to note the .ole of White's e2-pawn. By not occupy­
ing the e4·squa.e, it is left open fOl" a mighty knight! 
I.HfJ IIxc4 

One tan·t �lp but admire the forthright play of KalpoY ( ... C7<6, _.Bc:8.fli�C4). 
But Black could considel S ... Nd7 9.nees (g.bl) 9._B�C4 10.Bf41 h6 11.0-0-0 '15 
12.BM � 13.Blce6 nee6 14.�l. w�n White has a dangelous iniliatM. In thi� 
li�. if Black doesn't taplure White', C4-pawn ht still gru a bad gamt. 8 ... Nd7 
9.nees h6 (9 ... l(c7 lo.NgS) 10.b) Bg7 1l.Bg2 1(C7 12.000-0, intending NC3�4. I� 
pleasant fOI Whitt. 
9.91131 

The crispest continuation, as 9.N�es � 10.�) Bg7 is feeble since Black has 
fewel ploblems. Wilh thete�t. White threatens the howitzel-like N�eS. 

The point of my e;llliel" emphasis about waiting for BfI-g2. before playing 
_ c7<6. Is now demonstrated. Clearly. the bishop is much stronger on the h).c8 
diagonal than on the long diagonal whkh is blocked (YS. 2010) 
9 ••. fS 

ObligatOI)'. Black has a variety of unpleasant continuations: 9 ... Bg71! (9 ... Nd7 
10.B�d7; 9 ... f61 10.nee5, and White is bettel) lo.N�es B�es 1l.fxeS �6 12.BgS+ 
Kd (12 __ 1(C7 l3.Bxt6 txe6 14.0-0 and White hold.; the advantage) 13.Rdl Nd7 
14.Bxe6 txe6 15.Ne4 Nxt5 16.Nd6+ KfS 17.0-0.- winning. Anot�1 fun li� for 
While I� 9 ... Bb411 10.NxeS BdS lLe411 Bxe4 12.0-0 BeS+ 13.ltfl, with a sharp posi­
tion. If White want� a quiet advamagt. Ihffi 9 ... Bb4 10.l(f2 offel� such a gualan­
tee. White's superior development plomises an exctllenl attack. 
lO.b311 

A TTICI'Ve I'm very proud of. The reason fOf my pride stem� hom the fact that I 
had to re;ect the obvicu.s -"ush" 10.e41 This thrust begs to be played. of course. 
Isn't Black about to be tOfn topioeces/ Yes and no. 

My TTICI'Ve, to.b), goes to the very heart of the position. The key question fac­
ing White 1�: "What ale you going todo with the bishop on u?" Is it going to g5 
with check? Thai i� attractive to be sure, but it implies f4�e5, whkh involve-s a 
huge tempo loss. �ldes, doesn't the knight want to go to es? So that leaves Bel­
e}. Hardly Inspiring. 

let's �ee why I rtj.e.:ttd 10.e4 (the mow KalpoY feared mos!!). There follows 
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10 ... Nh61 (Fo.o;ed. for som� m-a� .�asoTl, l(a'l)OII Intendfil 10 ... Nd7? whkh is 
just (rushed after l1.exfS. Also bad is 10 ... Bdj ll.NgS. when White Is better.) 
11.N�es Bdj H.1le3 Bd6 13.Q.O.O 1((7 14.8<1411 Re8. this was my main reason f� 

lej.ec:ting 1Q.e4. Wh�e White is urtainly for d'lOke. I was very dis�tisfied with 
I� knight 011 esl Paradoxically. as mighty as it appears, what does it do? It is 
only because of my own familiality with t� positions that I was able to find 
10.b3.Just \001( howsensitMthe long diagonal al·ha appearsl 
10H.Bb41 

Karpov finds the only defensel But when in his ",ree' has it happened that af­
te. len �s he has OI1ly 27 minutes left fO!" t� last 30 moves d the time­
(ontral1 Black has 10 reject 10 ... 8e61 11.Ng5 Kd7 12.Bb2. with dedsiw threats. If 
10._Bf7. the.e follow!; 1l.N�e5 8e6 ll.e41 (played only now. when Ihe e�t ... mOlle 
b2-b3. will make a decisive difference). On 10 ... Ba6 1l.N�es is a knler as the 
bishop on a6 is wen offside. 

Therefore. t� only other defensive try is 10 ... e411 1l.bxC411 (1l.N�e4 697 
H.Nes &15) 1l ... exf3 12.Bb2 Bg7 13.0.0-0. Nd7 14.e41. and White's advantage is 
nea.lydedsM 

With t� text Karpoll makes his stand. He will keep his post on dS come what 
may and trytoweat�. t� attad(. 
lLBb1 BdS �ioITO 151} 

DIAGRAM 151. White to Pboy 

n.e41 
Fantasticl I'm flghting for t� InltialM al an oosts. Somehow W11ite has man­

aged to develop all his minor pieces and played C4, d4 and f4, wh�e Btack has 
only managed to move his bishops. pawns and put his king on a bad squarer 
n._"""4 
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� only mOlle. 1f 12 ... 8_«/1 13.0-0-0t, intending NC3�«. wins on the spot. 
Another bad idea is 12 ... 8_0.? U8lcC3 8xe4 14.o-<l-O-t Nd7 lS.N�es, winning. 
During OUr walk hack to the hotel (we analyzed t� gaTM in post-mortem so long 
that we missed OUr rides), I(arpov confided that � was also worried by 12.0-0-0" 
exc3 13.Bxc3 Nffi 14.Nxes Rf8 IS.Rhe!, and he dldn·t care to. his gaTM as 
IS ... Nbd71 runs smack into 16.Nxd7 Nxd7 (16 ... l<xd7 17.e4 winning) 17.e41 he4 
IB.Rxe4 Bxe4 t9.Rxd7*. winning. 

It was j'H"edsely Ih;s variation that prompted me 10 play 12.e41. In the above 
line, Black has to play 15 ... Na6. In this (lOSe Black has a rotten g.<ITM. but at least 
he can play for the «-square while my bishop on M is rather quiet. With 12.«1. 
the diagonal M-<B is opened and Black is fOfted to ocwpy e4 with a pawn 
13.0-0-0 hUI 

bcellent. Black finds the only chance: sacrifice an e�change! A WISOfJ glance 
shows he has oo choice. 1f 13 ... Nffil. then 14.NgS! (again not Nf3�es) and Black is 
aboutto be ,lam dunked. 
14.hd m31S-B""S Nd7116.hhl Nell (Obol,,"m iS3) 

DIAGRAM 153. whlt� to Pbo1 

The 9<lTM has been incredibly tomplex and this has taken a considerable toll on 
both clocks. I had fO<eseen this position with 12.e4 and had thought, -Okay, Black 
has a pawn for the elCChange: But I reasoned that Blac.·s little rella on f3 was too 

far from his supply �ne'l. and that after a few deft moves the game would be oYer. 
So I nonchalantly made a lazy piece CIf analysis and played a mistake. 
11.Rhf1.1 

Enol1eO\lSly believing that this would round up the pawn on f3. After the sim. 
pIe 17.Rhnl (roob belong on <lp\"n fllesl) 17 ... NfS 18.Bd4 1(c7 19.BKfS gKfs 20.Re7 
I(d6 21.Rxh7. Black is te.:hnlcallylost. �te><t allows a heroic .esisiance. 
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17_NfS! 
F� m!nutesfor the Ilel<t 23 moves! 

11.8d4h5! 
Footed. White th�atened 8h3-g¢3, with an absdutely winning attitude and 

peTSOl1ality. 
19.'" 

It was probably better to play 19.Rfet Kc1 20.8d5 gxh5 21.Re1. a� above. Now 
I compromi�e my k;ng�ide �trutlule and g� Black bette. chances ofholding. 
tt._hxI4 20.8x", Nh4 

I had �n to this point wilen playing 11.Rhfl. ' was thinking that 21.Bxd1 
Kxd7 22.B16 NfS B.Rx{) just slurped a pawn when I realized that 23 •.. Ke61 hill 
two pieces.. Whoops! Think! - Think! - Think! How much time does he haw left? 
Time for a .-plan. The pawn 01"1 f3 Iive:§. 
21.812 Nil 

At this point, I realized that Karpoy would l� on time. It would be phyl;italiy 
Impossible for him to make the time control. But this didn't stop him tryingl 
n.B.,. Nh4 2).h) K<7 2401h2 Nf61 2s.f5-t Kb6 26."'16 Nx", 27.hx", Rgl 21.Rd4 
:15129.15 Nxlfil )0.Kd21 

About this time, my flag was beginning to rise. p<eparatory to precipftous de­
scent. It was time to put the criminal on f3 under lock and keyl 
)0.,.Rfln.111? 

Bl:ock is still worse after 31.Bg}. 
30.,.K:061 

In the post·mortem, we agreed that 31_.1((71 was �ual. As my flag continued. 
to ri�, we pla� at lightning speed. 
n.1lf:21 RfS H.RJ4 NeS 340111 Ng6 3S..R"h11 -..5 36 ..... 1[ fDi:osr:om 154) 1-0 

DIAGRAM 154. ll:odI to PI:oy 
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And in this positioo my opponent's flag felll After 3LRfS 37.Re8 b6 38.Rd8 
(intending Rd8·d6) 38. .. Kb7 39.Rh3 R�gS 40.Rh7+ l(a6 41.a4 Black get.; matNi. In a 
very lengthy (three hoursl) post·mortem. I(arpov wa.; una� to save the final 
position. 

This la.;t bit of analysis is off the ma.�. Afte. 37.R�8 b6 38.Rd8 ReS 39.�3 Nh41 
4O.g6 NfS 41.R9S R.e3 42.RxfS Re2+ 43.1(C) Rg2, Black should hold thank<!; to his 
well·ancl1Ofed dS·bishop. �'haps I should play 38.Rb8 t5 39.Re8, to unhinge the 
dS·bishop. White has a plus, but Black has good kltking than<;es. Overall, a P'etty 
good piea of analysis that holds up to modern �nrtlny. (VS, 2010) 

A tough game! Many thanks to Tolya for spending a lengthy anal)'!'is session 
with me. On the walk bad to the hotel he s.aid "Cong.atulations, you played very 
wenl" Thank yout 

Haninge turned out to be a major success fOf me a.; I won the �nt with an 
undefeated 8Y, point.; flom 11 games, giving me deal fi.st at "plus 51.- In the 
Category 14 event. At the dosing ceremony I made a speech on behalf of the 
players and ended up seated close to Anatoly. I a.;ked him how I had done. He 
asked what I meant And I s.aid, well you've made so many victory speeches in 
you. uree •. you must have do�ns p1epa.Ni. How did mine compa.el we both 
hada goodlaugh. 

Qu. next mo:eting came in wI1at was supposed to be the seoond series oflhe 
GMA World Cup events_ Anatoly had lost his 1990 flOE WOfld Championship 
Makh in New YOfk and lyons, and wa.; eager to retum to the thid of things_ In 
Murtia. Spain, at the General Assembly meeting of the GMA lune 9-10, 1990, 
Garry had resigned as the GMA President when the GA ratified the motion to 
approve the Agreement with fiDE. Garry hinted that if he retained his WOI"Id 
Championship title he might rejoin the GI'M Board. but fOf now he wanted to 
devote himself to his p'epalation. Garry retained his title but did not .ejoin the 
GMABoard. 

There was consldeJ-able confusion about the second WOfld Cup series. Would 
I(a.;parov play In the toumament.;l Bessel Kok thought he would. and the �nts 
were announ<;ed Reykjavik, Iceland W<)Uld host the fIlst and. a.; It turned out, the 
only one a.; well. Garry decided to withdraw from comp"'ting In the tvents. Spon­
sors then turned away, and the whole series collapsed. Although the GMA suug­
g\ed on fOf a few mOl"e years, the writing was on the wall: the organization has 
lost it.; raison d'tt�, as well a.; its visionary founder. It was a bitter pill for every­
one. What would have happened had Garry stayed with the GI'M and pursued 
his vision? Wewi1\ never know. 

There is a very funny story about the 1990 WOfld Championship match in 
New York/Lyons regarding Anatoly that I just have to share. A friend '* mine, 
Oodd Darren of tos  Angeles, had gotten into the chess book publishing business 
and WlIS showing me his latest wares In the lobby of the Madlowe Hotel in New 
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York. As. we wele chatting he told that it was a cherished dream of his 10 mefl 
Anatoly and to present some boob to him, ami let him kl'lCM' that ho!: would "'" 
ready to pliblish anything Anatoly would care to author, ' responded that as he 
was completely engaged in the malch thele was 110 way I could intelC� to I ... 
troduce him al this timt:, Dodd ImplOJed. me to II)'. 

Jusl at the moment I was e)(p1aining it was absolutely Impossible to make the 
desired inlloductiol\ Anatoly wal1ted through the lobby, spotted mt: and came 
over to say hello. I made a brief introductiOl1 fOI' Dodd. and Anatoly asked if we 
could join him in the elevator fol the fide up. We did and Dodd got busy e.plaln· 
Ing who he was and presenting his latest book, hot off the pless. Anatoly was 
wI)' polite, accepted Dodd's book with thanks and wt said Our goodbyes. Dodd 
and I lode the ele .... tor back down to the lobby. Dodd was absolutely gleeful. 

"That was greatl," he gushed. "'Thank you so muchl" 
I decided to play a bad joke on Dodd. "' can't believe you just did that to mt:: I 

e.c1almed. "You asJc � fol a biog favo<. I do It fOI you. And what do you do? You 
Insult � and Anatoly bothl Why did you just do that?" I protested. 

Dodd was completely baffled. "What do you mean? I thought it wtnt great. 
Whal did I do wrong?" he asked. 

"Dodd. you just gave Anatoly your latest book, right? Well look at the tit1e�." It 
was How to DfjrGI Q Superior DppClnml by Edmar Mednls. 

"OIl 001 You dOl1'! think Anatoly took it as an Insult, do your Dodd as1<ed. 
"Rela><, Dodd," I said, Chuckling. "I'm Sure Anatoly wasn't insulted." It was 

quite a humorous moment. though. 
Back to the chess. HaW! you ever prepared an opening for the 9"mt: and 

screwed up)'OUr Intended move"Or!lerl How embarrassingl lmagine my embal­
rass�nt when I did It in my n6\ hlg outing with Anatoly_ 

VaSSel" Sefrawan"Anatoly Karpov 
ReykjaYik, 1991 

Catalan Opening 

1.d4 Nf6 l-C4 e6 3.13 ds 4.11&2 Bel 5.Nf3 0-0 6.Hel(1l 
This is the mow!-<)I'c\er muck·up. 1 am Clueless 10 what possessed mt: to make 

this move. I had busily prepared fOI' the game and somt:how the IfIO\Ies becilmt: 
mi.ec1up. 

My intention had �n to play the position after 6.0.0(1) � 7.Nes Nc6 
8.8.c6 b)(C6 9.N.c6 Qe8 lO.N.e]. QU7 1l.Qa4 (S 12.!QC4 004 13.Q><d4 es 
14.Qh4 Rb8 lS.b31. which I thought was a key improvement on the line. At least 1 
wantec1 to test the watel and hold tho!: �dra pawn. 
6 ... clx« l,NeS Nc6 I.BIIdi bllC6 9.N .. 6 q..1 10,Nxe1-t Qe1 11.Qa4 <s u.QlK4 
cxd4 u.Q11d4 eS l4.Qh4 RbI (Oia&r .... 1SSJ 

'" 
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DlA(;RAM 15S, Whlteto� 

60th players had moved rather quickly up to this point, and OOt I stopptd 
and rtaliud to my hOfroT that my knight is On c3 and I ha�n't castled. Now 
15.b3 runs into a major problem a!i thehl-Tooic ishanglng afit. lS_.QcS 16.Bb2 
�b4 17.Na4?? Qd5/Qc6, and I can .6lgn. Of COUfSt, I should play 17.QgS, but at­
ItT 11 ... Bh3I, stopp;ng me from castling, I would prefer 10 play Black's pos;tlon. 

fTOm the d\agrammt<! position I had a long lhink, fi,stly to .ecove. from lhe 
shock of my botched p.tp".alion and Ihtn 10 find tht ];Itsl move. I decidtd I 
didn't likt my position aftt. 15.0-0 Rb4 16.t4 Qb11 11.13 Q!.>6* 18.1If2 Rd8, wilh 
good play for Black. 
15.8151 

Undt.the d.cumstance-s the btsl move. 
1S.�Rxb� 16,O-OQe611.Bxf6Qxf6 y...v. 

Drawn on l:a.-poVs offer. His flfsl words lol"nt _reo "This was Game 15 of my 
1978 World Championship malch wilh Victor I<orchnoi." Groan. I cmainly fol­
lowed thai match closely and completely forgol about the !f'Il"nt. A �ry embal­
rasslng affair. 

Oul next meeting Wa!i at the inaugulal Melody Ambtr event in Roque­
brune/Monaco. The chess Midas Joop van Closterom and his wife Mufiel wanted 
10 host an evenl in honOl" oflheil fiIIe_monlh-old daughter, Me\ody Ambtr. They 
invited 12 of lhe highest-rated players in the world to conl6t a double round­
robin -a competilion by the way I'� always felt is the fairest 

Dufing the drawing of lots the players had to choose from sluffed animals. 
There were more animals than numbers, and Melody got to gum the ewtras, 

This Wa!i the period when rapid chess (30 minutes fOf the whole game per 
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player, ma�imum one hour) was really beginning to catch on. There was the fan­
tastic Immopar Rapid Chen Cup in Paris, and SWIFT would shortly host a Rapid 
Cup �nock..()Ut event. (More on that later.) In time, the PeA held Its Intel Rapid 
Chess events as well 

Whi� I hold classical chess games in the highest esteem, followed by rapid 
and lastly blitz, in any of the forms it is possible to see SO� very goal 9a�s 
and some very bad ones. Rapid chess is rather a mix in that in the first half the 
9a�s all look good.. even classical, but by the very end a blitz finish Can spoil a 
lot. Finally, 22 games of rapid chess facing a world-class player every single day 
can be elChausting. The games were pla� in stages SO that we could follow 
other players while we were on our "break: but the result was that I felt that I 
played chess for eight hours a day watching SO many games in p'ogress. 

In Round One I fa(e(! Anatoly. 

Vil55ef Seirawan-Anilloly Karpov 
Roquebrune (rapid), 1992 

Nimzo-Indian Defense 

1.114 Nf6 2.C4 � ).Nf) b6 
I expected a Queen's Indian Defense and I had been for a number of years 

playing a line of my own making 
4.He) Bb4 5.Qb) 

And this is it. My idea is to play a type of a "Classical" Nimzo fonnation, but 
firsl by "touching" the h4-bishop, to drag a ooncessw:>n of some type from Black 
for example, some players have played 5-<15 against me, which wouldn't fit wen 
if Black decides to castle queenside. Others have tried 5···C5, which is the most 
popular response: after 6.a3 BaS Black doesn't ne«ssarily have to sUlTender the 
two bishops at 0fIQ. In this case, 8lack has to keep a watchful eye over the d6-
square. lastly. there is Anatoly's choice in the game. 
5�.QI'7 6.aJ IxC:J+ 7.Qxc:J 1Ib7 

Having "wrested" the tempo ._Qd8--e7 from Black is no big deal, as it is still an 
about whether White can prove whether or not his two bishops can give him an 
edge in the middlegame. My opening line has to have some drawbacks, and it 
does. I've oommitted my knight to the f3·square and can't play h·f3, which 
means Black has greater control over the e4-square. The next phase of the strug· 
gle r"",oNes around the fight for the center. If 8latk can secure a knight in the 
center he win equalize against the two bishops. 
1.0 

It is an awkw.rd question as to what to dowith the h-bishop. If I fianchetto it 
by 8.g3. the positions tend to become dry when the light-squared bishops are 
exchanged. In my experience, the text offers the best chance for an advantage. 

'" 



Anotoly Korpov. Po5t-J98S 

DlA(;RAM lS6. White to ""1 

A rather standald position fOl' "my" opening. Black wants to keep pl�s on 
the boald buzzing alound my klngslde. Whitt hils to lTIiIintain a W!ry w<rtchful 
eye so that Black's pit<tS don't start proouclng threats, wh�e at the I<Ime time 
trying to «tatt play in tht center. 
14.Rf21 

Tht start of an important pl� .eo<ganizat>on. Besides offering extra pratt<­
tion to the gJ-pawn. White is following Larsen's Principle. 'With a knight on ft. 
)'0\1 tan never get mated." My aim is to bring the da.k·squared bishop to the 
long diagonal. play Ral�l and to tl)' to ad�ance with d4·dS and e3�4, with a big 
grip on the center. 
14. • .eS 

Black, of course. has his own Ideas.. 
lS.Nft exd4 16.eKd4 Ne6 n.ds Nd4 18.Qd1 Qf6 n.Be) Nxe2+ 20.Rxe2 RHI 
n.Bd4 Qf7 n.N&3 �am 151) 

At first glanct the position SoeemS quite even. Balanced ITIiIterial, similar pawn 
structu.e, safe kings, bisl'\op'; of opposite colOl's; the game is heading towards a 
draw. Not so fast. fi.slly, my bishop is much more acttve than Black's and is �ar· 
iog down on the g7-pawn. something the b7-bishop cannot do. Secondly, the dS· 
pawn has "ossed the delTlilrtation line. giving me a central wedge and a plus in 
space. finany. Blatl£·s fS-pawn could become a target- The .ools are on the e-file 
chopping-block and, once they are hacked off. the fS-pa.wn stands out. as Black 
wm be .eluctant to play ._97-96. weakening the da.k squares a.ound his king. 
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DIAGRAM 151. Black to Play 

22_f411 
A rath�r radical solution as Blad' cedes control O'o'er the «.square. Quite a 

role reversal hom a dozen moves �go. I had expected Anatoly to play something 
like 2Lbs or 22...(6. chipping away �t my central wedge. 
Z3.Ne4 h6 Z4-Q<Z R�1 zs.Rael "'1 26.N<3 a6 Z1.RHl R_e} zB.Rn1 Qlce1 
z,.Nez Nfl 3o.Kfl. Qf7 31.BCl bS n.b3 bU4 3).bI<(4 Bel 

Rather Inconsistent. Again. 33._c6 1ooks like the fight continuation. 
34.Qdl Nafi n,Qd4 Bell 

Although White has the mOre active plN:es, it isn't clear how to make p'o­
gress. After 36.Bdl QfSt 37.BKf4QbH 38.Kf2 BfS Black hilS compensation. 
36.Qoom 

A p'oblng action that � nowhe.e in a hurry. 
36._Bf5 31.Qd41 Kh71l 

Seeking to take advantage of my retraced steps. In f�ct. the best move was 
37 _Bd7. asking White how he intends to continue. Slack's Q,ueen needs to transit 
through the fs�uare and is now blocked 
31.Belzl Bez 3,.lxf4 Qfs 4O.-Kfz Qd) '".Bet Nes 4Z.Qxd3+ Bu) fDUcnm lSI} 

D6pite the various hiccups, the game remains fairly ew:nly balanced. 01' per. 

haps the position is just a tad better for White. as my king is more active in the 
ending. 
4).(S Ik4 44.ad6 oed6 4S.KU BKdS 46.NsJ K(6 41.Ne4 Nc4+ 48.Kd4 Bf7 4'." 
KfSM 

A mktake thilt walks intot!(ruble. With 49 ... Nasl Black should draw. 
so.14+ Ks61 

This too Is e�cessively helpful. Black should have played so. .. Ke6I. as he k able 
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to retOVe' his pieu: Sl.kxc4 ds+ 52..Kd4 cbce4 5].Klce4. Ind illtho!.lgh he i ... paWTI 
down. � bht.op, at opposite coIoI's insure I d.lw. 

SLf41 1Ch7SUJ 
Suddenly. I hlw I pleagnt advanbge. I didn't �oow If I could wll\ but A ..... • 

toly WIS b«.oming Inribly short of time. 
n...ds n.JkS IS SdS hS U.1f4 hq4 Su, ... 161 

A "pilnlcked reliction" to tlme·trouble. I e�pected something �ke S6_1II'!8, 
seeking to trlde Of simply pick-off 1M a4-paWTI. 
57.16 1511 51.8.15 ICc6 HI 

Anatoly lost by e.cee<!lng Ihe time-control. Despite tM flurry at �oTS In­
duced by time·trOl.lble, ;after 59.8h4 Be8 SlICk Is slm kicking up a tun. 

ou, second game U"'" in tM uth round.. A ..... toIy md 11 pi ... 'lCDfe and be­
s;des seeking I� for 0\11" first moounte-r he wI'S trying to tllch the lelden.. 

Ld4d6 

AnatolyKarpow-Yass«SelnlWan 
Roquebrune (rapid), 1992 

Modern DefeflIe 

I have had a d<!f'p fondness fotthe Mode-rn or "11:1," �Mse since I started. to 
play chess. Somrtifflel; It Is just nice to say h�1o to 11 good friend, and eve-n one 
who I ... bit oh fiend. 



Cheu Dutil; My Comel with the World Chomplo". 

I.NfJ g6 ).c4 !1g7 4-Nc) e5 
After our game in Haninge. Anatoly realized my great familiarity with luch 

queenless middlegames and had come prepared for one of my fa...orite dei'em6. 
This YilTii1tioo is dodgy. and I wal once brutany crulhed by levPolugaevsky (lone 
Pine. 1978). """leh damaged my fondnesl for the line I suppose I was luffidently 
brave to tf)' it in a rapid game. 
5.MNc6 

PoIlibly thi. natural d�loplng move is U).timed at this particular moment 
and 5 ... Bg411 might hi! a better chOice. Of course. ' could transpose to an old KID 
with S ... Nd7, but tI1at wasn't myintent. 
6.II&SI 

An annoying little hit. Now 6 ... Ngo!7 takes away t� retreat square for the ct). 
knight and a�. 7.dS IIlack', scheme of development i, disrupted. Even more 
worrying: 7.dxeSI beseb BLack with serious problems. I had hoped for 6.dS Nce7, 
"""en I'm an letfer ... f7-fS and a favorable King's Indian - a line I'm veryfamiliaT 
'"� 
6H.f6 Uk! Nh6 

My ea.lier observations apply hefe as well. If 7 ... Nge7 8.dS, the c6·knight is 
denied use of the e7-square. Perhaps 7 ... Bg4, trying to coax d4odS. mIght be bet· 
ter, but BLack will lose tempi after 8.dS Nce7 9.C5. as the g4·bi,hop hn't well 
placed. Here. the radIcal move 7._Bh6!? Is ....mhy of attentlon and may haw been 
I .. " 
• .dllesl dxe5 

An unfortunate rKilplure. But what Wffe t� alternative5? 8 ... �1 9.exf61 
simply win. a pawn; 8._Nxes 9.Be2 (9.N.eS fxeSn lO.Be2 0.0 10.t$ is bette. for 
White) 9 ... 0-0 10.0-0 leave'S Black with problems over how to develop: and. finally. 
8 ... fxeS9.cSI Jlfg4 10.BgS is just very good for White. 
9.QxdkKItCII 

This was not the ending I wanted when playing my favorite old defense. Spe­
cifically, the tt).knight h "in the way." Unfortunately '_.N.d8? anows 10.�5. 
winning either the 16-or the C7-pawn. 
10.0-0-0+ 8<17 11.113 (Dlacram 159) 

WhIte has to take out a tempo to prevent .• Nh6..g4. which Is some wlace for 
me. Now I haw to do a repair job to get my pieces into harmony. 
11...Kcll ll.C5 Nf7 1).Sc4 NcdI 14.b4 c6 15.NdI Be6 

I likemy last few moYfl very much and j've kept White', plus to a minimum. 
".Bel 

A sUrpri,lng retreat. I expected either 16.34, playing for a queendde initlatiVl!', 
or pl!lhapS 16.g1, preparing for f2·f4, and trying to open the position for hi' ,u· 
perlor development. 
16._Bh61 

Faning back On good strategic dogma: trade your inactive pieces for your op-
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ponent's roM ones. The teMt prepares a futule •. b7-b5. to grab space on the 
Quft!nside as _n. 

DIAGRAM 159, WhIte to Play 

11.Bxh6 NMh6 1I.Nt4 Ndf719 ... Kc1 2o.bS RadII 
Narrowly escaping the curfew. I played ttjmt in tiIM, befo,ethe QUHnside is 

Jock«ldown. 
21.116+ KbI n.Ne) Rd41 1).N<2 Itxdu l4.Rxdi Rdli 25.KhZ fS 26.as Nil 
27.I00I8+ NIUiI 2a.b) Nffi 29.ad) (DIapam 160) 

DIA(;RAM 160. Blilck to Play 

3SJ 
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I've been able to roll with the flow quite well. Optically, White Is doing � 
_n in terms of counting space and squares, but Black'. position isn't as difficult 
as it appears. Whitt! has to be g""UIMly conc:om\� that the c5'pawn �n't be­
come a target after _.tff6-d7 and ... Nd8-e6, whlch In fact looks like a good idea. 
19.M","' JO.Nx" Ndl J1.Ne) adS J2.Kb4 Ne6 n.1k4 Nf4 J4.,.S h6 JS.Nf7 

Considerably increasing the shaf1lnns of play, Anatoly decldn to trade hh 
queet1side pawns for my k;ng5ide OMS. t thought the ensuing ending WilS even. 
H •••• xf7 36.'xf7 Nth+ J1.KC4 N3xU 38.1xg6 "'''''' 39"'''''' N4I4 4Q.NI4 Naxb6+ 
41..Kd) (01.",m 161) 

DIAGItAM 16L abell to Play 

Despite the much r�uced materi,il, if White tan snatch the h6-pawn he win 
have the far superior gaTnO:' as the h)·paner win become the most dangerous 
OM on the board. Fortunately. t have some tactics to slow White down. 
4LMNdSI 42-13 Ne7 4).1If7 NfSI 44.Kd2 KCl 

My king emeI"gn from its lair just in time to keep the JXlsitlon balanced. 
45.8e6 Nd4 46.Bxd7 K_d7 41.NxU+ 

.... natoly blink5 first and deddes to secure a draw. Which side stands better af­
te< 41.N�h6 Ke6 is anyone's guns. Both players have connected passen sup­
JXlrted by their knights. ' was happy that my knight was _11 centralized and can 
quickly return to sacrifice itself If necessary. 
41'MKe641.Na4 h54g.p�J bS s.o.Kd3 

Probably it doesn't matter, but if I were White 50.f4 and 51.g4 would be my 
choice tostart tho! pawn. moving. 
SO •• .c5 5Lf4 NfS 51.14 Nil 

An Intffl!stlng attempt to play fOT tho! win. After 52 ... h�94 5J.hxg4 Nxel 
S4.Kl<e) a draw could be agr.-ed. I wanted to Io:...-p my h-pawn on the board and 



��pklT� my char0.:6. 
n.Nn h4 54.Ne)?l 

AnQtoly KQrpov. Posf-198S 

Time-p'essur� was beginning to bf, a factor for Anatoly on� again. A saffl" 
line was S4-Na3 b4 SS.Nc4 Nhl S6.fo;.. KdS S7.gS f\ff2 .. S8.K�3 �4 59.g6 f\ff6 and. 
with both ,\d.-s' pawns bIocl<M. Ih�gam�b drawn. 

My pawm ar� the fint 10 cross tM dfl"Tlarution line. Quil� a turnaround 
from tM earlifl" diagrams. 
SS.Kdlll 

Asking for trouble. Hef� SS.KC3 Ne2+ S6.Kb4 Nd4 S7.KxbS and Whlt� .hOlJId 
draw. 
SS_H«" 5Un Ncl61 

Preparing to advanu my pawns furthfl". 

57·Nell 
A gro., �f-estimation of his position. Whitl! is playing with fu� and .hould 

have played S 7.Kd2, "�ping a dow ¥ on Ih� runaway criminal •. 
51_.b4 SI.NxM? 

Now Whitt is lost. 1-k musl play SlI.kd2, but Ill! has alr�ady mad� things quite 
difflcull fothimsdf. For6:amp�, SB.kd2 q .. S9.kc2 (S9.kd3 NbS) 59 ... Kd$ 6O.Kb3 
kM 61.N�1 kxf4 62.Kxb4 N�4. with practical chanc.-s for Black. At such a roo­
�nt. I'm Vfl"y happythath-pawm rffllain on till! bo;!.rd. 
51-.bJ 5" KIIl Ne4+ 6O.Kcl 0-1 

I-kn' Analoly'. flag fen. but the position is already gone. Aftfl" 60 • .(3 61.f\ff3 
Nd2t 62.Nd4+ (62-Nxd2 b2 .. 1, ;s a nasty zwischenzuy) 62 ... kdS 63.Nxb3 Nxb3" 
64.Kc2 k«, 1 win play _Nb3-du and p'0mote my c-pawn with ch«k. 

Befor� the sewnd rapid game, a�, was played. On the fr� day a last· 
minute hilt: tournament wa, held. ljubo took top honors, and KatpOll was _. 
ond. I finished '+1" but didn't play wen. In our game Anatoly completely out· 
played me, but the clock was my any as he overstepped the limit In a winning 
position. 

Aniltoly Kilrpov·Yasser Selrlwln 
Roquebrune (blitz), 1992 

Czech Benoni 

Ld4 Nffi 2.C4 c5 3.dS U 
W)M,n playing in the 197<;1 World Junior Champion.hip in Sldfl"l, NOfWay I 

watched as Jim Plaskett mowed down an opponfl"lt On th� black sid� of this d� 
ffl"lS\! In a main'�ne variation. Imp'.-ssed, I've played this drifl"lS\! as Black on 
SNetal occasions, with reasonable r.-sults. Ahhough it is a particularly rffllctive 
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line agalnst comput<"rl and Opo!n tOl,lmament opposition, c�ing W muth spaa 
10 Analoly was a IIUJ bad idea 
"Ne) d6 5.« llel 6·11 

Surprisingly. this slightly passive treatment is fa"CIred by most grandmasters. 
The main line is 6.M 0-0 7.Nf3 Nbdl 8.EkI3 Ne8 9_94. when wni� pla)"l for Qdl· 
e2 and queenside castling. The idea of Slatk's slightly offbeat King's In· 
dian/Benoni-type of position Is to be able to play for ._Jl·f5. after jiDIXhettoi"fJ 
the e8·lmlght. In that way. Black reaches a KID break. and the el·bishop is better 

.""'-
The idea of Ihe text is 10 mffi Black's .• f7·f5 advance with f2·f4. 10 slop Black 

from further expansion. Fl,Irthermore, owing to the central pawn structure there 
is a danger that tI>e ft-hlshop may become "bad" and White COlJld therefore 
cnoose to play Bfl·h3. to exchange l:l1ack's c8-bishop 
6 •• 0-01 . .,.2 Nd IMp \I.h5 lDiagnom 162) 

DIAGRAM 162. BIado; to I'tioy 

\1 ••• ,511 
A strategk howler of ma;or proportions. This mow is wrong for nl,lmerol,l, 

reason!.. Firstly, bfcal,lse I close the side of the board that I n«d to open to ac· 
quire col,ln�rplay. �ondly. the opportl,lnityfor •. Be7-gS, a ma;or strategic idea 
for Black, trading his bad bishop. is nowlo.l. wily, I create a glaring hole on the 
f5·square. I ml,lsl have s�n a ghost after 9 •. tid7 lo.Bh6 Ng7 11.Qd2, becoming 
l,Inhinged. 
lO.8hll 

Immediately playing for control OYer the fS-lq\lilre 
=."' 

A .ather meek acquiescence to White's last �. While I do not like Slack's 
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�it\on. I st"ruld play to. .. Nd7, at lust pr�g the light·squa,«I bishops foT 
a whil�. If I could manage ... h7-h6, ... N�8-y7, and _.17·fS, t� might rWlaln on 
Ih� board. somethlnglhat WOlJld favor Black. 
lLlxd Qxd II.NfJ Nf11 

Now I'm having a rea"y hard time trying to vnd=tand what I'm doing. After 
12_f5 (.trategitany forced) HNhl White has a healthy edge 1M: with H. .. Nt6 
14Q1'!2 Bd8, I could try to bring my pioeo:es to active squares. 
lJ.Nh2 Nd7 14.N14 Kh115.Ne) Nf6 16.Qd Nil 11.Bd2 fS I1.ffl5 Nxf5 1"Qd) 
Khi 20.NxfS QrlS 21.QrlS Rxf5 (D1Io .... m 16)) 

DIAGRAM 16). White to !'IiI)' 

22 .... 1 
White now has a massive JXlsitional gTip. 

n.�Rf7 lJ.KU Ratl 24,Rhf1 Nf6 U.fJ 1.:1.1 
Blundfling a pawn. I had to prd"aCf! Ihe text wtth 2s.. .. a61. ano:l ontythen try to 

activate my bishop. 
26.Nb51 

Whoops. Ye 01de fork vaTiation. I drop a pawn, and my JXlsttion 'inks from 
bad to lost instantly 
26. •• 1Ie1 21.Nn1 « 21.11<.) Kh1 2,.Bxf6 1xf6 )o.fx" Ixbl n.ltrl7+ Rxf7 n.Rf1 
RU n,KdJlle51 

veesh, looking at this game I'm wondering what I'm doing. It �m. 1ike a tag 
team where I'm working toget�, with Analoly to help him clobber this SeiTawan 
character. ' should at least play H_.Kg1. to<OVer the f8-square. 
J4.Rf.1 KI1 )S.RbI1h2 36.M Kf6 J1.Nb5 Rd1 JI.RdI 8e5 3,.18+ Kg1 

My �ition is wrecked. I sUpJXlse the only reason I didn't resign was that 
Anatoty was \If!'Y significantly behind on the clock. 
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4O.a5 Kh7 41J(cl Kc741J(b3 Kh7 43.KMKc1 44-Na1 BcJ 45.ICbS Kh1 4£.1Cb6 Kf1 
47.NbS Kh7 4I.Nc7 kl U.Nel ltf7 50.Nxd6 Rf2 S1.Nxb1 Re2 52.416 Rbl+ SJ.lCc6 

Sadly for Anataly. but happily fo. thl! hefo of this WOI'k. my opponent'l flag 
feU in this hopelessly won position. Not my p.oudest mo�nt ... lfl dil.e lay so. a 
numkf of � earlie. , had offered a d.aw - in a lost position - i>e<;aule my 
oPPOlleTlt was 50 faT behind on the clock. Anatoly thought he had enough ti� to 
qu� and mate. When in Monacoone lhoukl gamble ..• 

At the closing ceremony of the first Melody Amber tournament. I was sitting 
next to Anatoly enjoying the camaraderie of the event when he said to �. "You 
know, Vasser, I"m not sure I've eve! lost thT� tournament games in one wee!<. 
and certainty not to the same player." We had to laugh. It was quite an �t. 
Fortunately, Munel and Joop thought 50 too. and the Metody Amber tournament 
is a highlight on the tournament circuit eve!}' year. Many thanks to them. and to 
�lody aswem 

from July 5-10, 1992, Bessel Kok and SWIFT organized a 32·player knock-out 
<"Vent as a kind of consolation for mose who had qualified for the second selies 
of World (up tournaments wt.kh the GMA cancelN. The format was two .-apid 
games foltowed by two blitz games If necessary to break the �, and finally an 
Armageddon game whele White has six minutes to Black's flw minutes but 
Black has draw odds. 

The following was my /nsid� Coo. pl"eamble to OUT Irnock-out match. 
"II'I always a pleasure to play such a magnfficent pla)'f'r as Maloly Karpov. 

but thlngl certainly didn't start out as I would have liked. In the first game, a 
Queen's Indian, Karpov al Black neutralized the po.ition completely and drew 
easily. He was then prepa.ed to win the match with the White pieces but the 
game slip� away from him. At one point I was ahead by ten minutes on the 
clock - an inlunnountable advantage." 

Ynser Selrawan-Anatoty Karpov 
Brussels (rapid), 1992 

Queen's Indian Defense 

1.NfJ Nf6 2d b6 3oNe3 Bb7 4.d4 e6 5.413 
nyran f>etloslan's move. A line, in passing, that \/ktor 1(0rchOOi ab501ut�y 

despises. "It is anti-chHS. Vou spend a whole tempo In the opening to deny me 
fa·blshop a square. What is thatr he would protest Good point, but WMe does 
have a reason: he hopes to use a c3-knight to increase his contTd over the center. 
Having studied 50 many lines of the Queen's Indian. r was becoming desper�te 
for White. 



Anatoly Karpov, PoJt-198S 

5 __ d5 6.ad5 Nxd5 1.Q<2 NxU '.QxO 
The standard � Is 8.bxc3. beefing up the d4-pawn and preparing to create 

a pawn phalanx in the <ent",. The idea of the text Is to make it a"",,ward for 
Black to play the /Teeing ...t1-tS bleak thanks to the potential attao:k on the 97-

"'�. 
'._Nel7 9.815 Be7 

At the time, thi'! was rathe. a surprise. I had expected 9 .. .f6 10.Bh4. and by 
qlri<kly<ontinuing e2�3 and !lf1-t4. 1 hoped to put pressure on the �pawn. 
to .... u Kxe71 (OI ...... l64) 

DlAC;RAM 164. White to PlIo, 

Fiddlestlo:b. While it's not � day you .ee Karpov'. king In the <ent",lIke 
this. it WiI. the proper recapture. Afte!" the el<pected lo ... QlCe11! 11.QlCt7! N'ffi 
12.QlCe7+ 1()(e7 I don't think that Black has p!"oper oompensation. unlike in my 
ending with Spanky from the US Open. 
11.U Re' U.Bb5 di n.BeI c5 14J1dl 

I now had doubts about the wls.dom of capturing the g7-pawn. Afte!" 14.dlcc5 
R)(C5! lS.QlC97 Rg8 16.Q>ch1 Nf6, followN by 11 ... RxgZ, Blad's king suddenly 
seemed much ufe!" in the centerlhan did my own. 
14."Hf6 15,0-011 

Afte!" this, I give up any chance of an opening edge. I had to play lS.dMCS adS 
16.b41 b)(C5 11.0-0, and hopeto take advantage of Black's elCPOSed king. 
lS."Qcisl 

Ely as.umlng a domlnating posttlon In the cente,with his queen. Blad solves 
an hk problem •. ThepioKes are SOOI1 yanl1J� offthe board and the polnt split 
16Jtc1 as 17.Rfdl exd4 11.Qxd4 Qxd4 19.Nxd4 bel zo.Rxcl Re. ztJtxe' Ixe' 
n.f3 e5 13.NbS NelS 14.J(f:z Bel7 25Jk4 I..bS lS.lxclS ffi 17.'" h6 ZlJ{el .... -.... 



Ch�lS DLltll, My Gamtl with tht World ChampiollJ 

The following annob.tlons to the setond ga� � publishtd in !milk C/Ins 
nla9"zine (VoILimt 5, Issue 15, page 9 and 10) 

Anatoly Karpov-Ylt5ser Selrawan 
Brussels (rapid), 1992 

Modern Dejeme 

Ld4 d6 2.e4 g6 3.13(?) 
I've never \.lnderstood this TT>OVe but I've s� .trong grandlTla'iW' play it as 

an antidote to the Pin:. Why mkplaCl! Ih� fl-bishop1 
3._11g7 4 . .,.2 Nc6 S.Nel es 6.c1S Na!1 1.c4 f5 '.Nbc3 Nt6 9.0-0 0-0 

I prefer Black here because I have an aculeraltd KID and White', minor 
p1«6 are uncoordinatN. 
1O.f4 Nxe4 

Playtng for -equals.- Keeping the tension wtth 10 ... Kh8 is probably best. 
l1.Nxe4 1xe4 U.BJte4 "4 U,Qd) Qd1 14.id2 NfS lUxeS 8xe2 16.Qxe2 8xe5 
11.hb1 Rf1 11.Qd) hf'I 19.Bs:21 fDWIram 165) 

Trying to keep pliI)'. White is better off playing for the draw wfth 19.b3, fol. 
lowed by a gener.ol exthange on the fS·square. 

DIAGRAM 16$. iliad! to� 

19 • ...Qa41 2o.a) QIo6 l1.Khl Qb6 n.Bh3 Qd4 23.Qxd4 Nxd4 24.1txf1 1txf1 25.1(12 
Ka7 16 ..... Nb) 27.Bel NcS? 

Stin playtng for equality. After 27 ... aSl 28.Bdl a4 White has problo!ms. 
21.8e2 Naot 29.bot? 

KaJPOV b�� in White On principle, but this i, ext6'ive. � keeps a nite 

'" 
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dis.advantage with 29.b3. with play similar to the game. 
19-Hc) )0.11«3 In) )1.Rdl h1 )lJ(fl as B.bS bi )4.ReI) Bbl )5.If) Kf6 36.1\4 
hfi )7.111 Res )Li\4 IS 39.Rf3+ Ke7 4O.hxl5 hxlS 41.14 Bd4+ 41.Kfl Be) 
43.Rh)11 

Anatoly wils worried about the opposite-oolored bishop ending following 
43.Rf5. but it should be drawn. 
43._If4 44.Rh1+ Kdl4S.Rh6 Ie) 46.Re6 BeSI 41.1&6 (Oiasram 166) 

DIAGRAM 166. Iiadl to Play 

41_.1831 
This move accentuates the difference between the bishops 

.... Blll hl+ 49.Kp 1f4 SO..,8+ Kd1 51.Rc1+ Kcl 51.Rh7 Itl 53.Rh8+ Kb1 
54.hl lxC4 55.J:fl lxa4 

Simple. was 5S ... Be5. keeping White's bishop out. 
56.EIM Itb4 51.ld3 iI4 51.lf5 Rxbs 5!Mk8+ KiI1 60.ld1 RxdS 

Later. a bewildered grandmaster as�ed how I managed to collect an four 
White pawns on light squares. "But where was KalpoVs bishop1" Inquiring 
minds need to know. 
61.Be6 Rell+ 61.bl b5 6).Bxbs a) 64.&4 dS 

(Valery) s.aloll asked me. "Why didn't you play 65 .. .3.11" The problem with that 
move is that it speeds up the game. 
65.Bb) �51 ".Rd t4 67.Bal ItbJ. 6I.Kdl Kbi 69.RxbJ.+ aml 70J(U ikl11.1k) 
Kc5 11.KU Kb4 1).Kdl d4 14.Bbl d) 15J(d Be) 76.lCdl KcS n.bl Kd4 7BJ(dl 
�) 79.Bel dxu+ 1O.KxU K .. B1.J:bl Kd) Bl.J:U KcJ. 0-1 

At last Anatolyga� up. and. I won ou. �nod-out match. I thln� the abovetwo 
games dearly show why the FIDE KO e.ent for deciding the World Championship 

3" 



Chen Duel,; My Gomes with the World Champions 

title is" lottery. In " l4-game match ag"m�t Anatoly t would h"ve no ch"ntt. In a 
two-g"me m"tch my chan� zoom higher and betome "reasonable: �inte the 
t;ebreak games fe"ture fasteT and faster time controls. Now con�ideT that to win 
the tvent Anatoly would face seven sw::h opponents. each having a re"sonable 
chance. In that case. the odd5 of him winning sw::h an event - even as a pre­
tournament faVOl"ite - cannot be highe. than ten percent. 

One of the fantastic: thing5 about this SWIFT event was that the ,porno, lies"" 
Kok tnvited fric lobron as " "wiid",rd" player. To hear IIessel tell it, some 
grandmaslen criticized hi, ch::>ice because it me"nt SCJmI'Onl:' would have an easy 
first·round match. It didn"! quite tum out thaI way. as fric made it all the way to 
the fin,,1. 50 much toT being an easy victim. He lost to Michael Adams in the final. 

Anatoly and I ne�t met al the 1993 Melody Amber event in Monaco. Thi, time 
Joop van Oosterom had " twist for the pl"yers. half of the .apid games would be 
playt'd blindfolded. Oh myl l had neve. played " fOl"mal blindfold game befo.e. 
and like everyone else in the field worried that something would go wrong ... 

The actual mechanics toT playing blindfold we.e that the player.; would sit at 
a computeT terminal screen with " two-dimensional chess board with no pieces. 
We saw the move in le�t and typed bad our response. The Ie><t moves disap­
peared, "nd,,11 we saw as the game prog.essed was " "h"lf_plY- move ofte�t. The 
games could be watched by the arbite.s and spectators normally. but the players 
could not see the pieces. It took some getting used to. as it is kind of stTange to 
be SlaTing at an empty board. 

The following game was OUr ".apid blindfold" game. and the ne><t was a 
'normal' rapid game. whe.e we pushed wood the conventional way. 

e .. ' 

ViIIsser Sei�iIIn-ANltol)' KiIIrpov 
Monte Carlo (blindfold), 1993 

RuyLOpel 

"Best by lest" ,",cording to Bobby fischer and my special su.prise fO!" Anatoly. I 
had neve. essayed.lhis "!I"inst him before. You neveT know: in blindfold. ,w::h an 
unexpected move may cause the player to look at the type .eally closely. 
1. ... 5 2.Mf3 He6 3.BbS "" 4-BKdl 

According 10 modem theory. lhe R1Jy 16pez bchange Variation is not sup­
posed to offer White much chance of an advantage. While that may be true. 
when playing a blindfold game it is easier afteTthe queens are off the boa.d and 
the stluctu'es are fi�ed. That was my game plan. at least. The ilOl1Y is how the 
game turned out. 
4 .• .d�<6 5.0.0 16 6.114 ud4 1.Nxd4 <5 B.Jlb3 Qlldl ,.Rxdl BI4 20.f3 8d7 11.Bf4 
0.0-0 1l.N<3 «t U.MaS! kS+ 24J(fl (DIil ... ",m 167) 



Anotoly /(orpov. PoJt-19BS 

DIAGRAM 167. Black to � 

We've ""ached a \ieI)' tridy position which is supposed to be equal. Although 
that is tn ..... Glad has to navigate some dange.ous tactics to achieve equality. 
and a single misstep win give White a sizable advantage. 
14-HbSl 

Essentiany forced. as Blac� needs to p.OIect his Col-pawn. It looks atlract;\Ie to 
play 14 ... Bb4? lS.NxCol BxO 16.b",} BbSl when Black wins material thanks tothe 
pinnNI c4-knlght. The t.apls that White plays 1S.B"'71. protecting the as-might 
and attacking the dg...ool .. When Black captures with 15-.. 1<"'7 then 16.NdS+ and 
17.Nxb4 wins a pawn. 

One 01111:'. point to make In this position is that Black has to decide whether or 
nOl to play ... g7�S. gaining a tempo against tI,e f4-bishop. Afte. Bf4�3, Black 
gains the option of ... Ng-8-h6, p.eparing an expansion by •. f7-fS, o. just to 'e· 
mute the knight. On the othe. hand. leaving the f4·bishop alone may allow 
... Ng8-e7-g6, bringing the knight to Ihe es·squa..ewith tempo. At times it is dif!i_ 
cull 10 weigh the t_lines. for now. Anatoly lea\les the f4-bishop a.lone. 
IS.NdS! <61 

• •  ealized this was a known e.lO. and now I struggled to figu.e out why. Afte. 
an. I do,,., usuany play 1."4. and so I'm not that familia. with all the lines. The 
"theory" that 1 exped:ed oonbnued 1S ... Ne7' 16.B"'71 NxdS 17.RxdS K"" 
(17 ... Bb41 18.8xd8 Rxd8 19.a41 Bxas 2o.axbs Bb6 n.bxa6 is very good for White) 
18.R"'S .. Kb6 19.b4 cxb3 2o.Nxb3 Be6 n.Rc}. when Black has suffldent compen­
sation for his pawn. 

it is always a strange challoeng"" you. opponent deviates from the theo<y you 
know into a side channel that "has to be good" for you. But why? Win we be abloe 
to figure It out oye' the boa.d? 



Chtn Dutls, My Camts wUh tht World Champions 

16.b41 8�11 
The only 1TlOVI'. I had worked out that 16 ... cxdS? 11.bxcS dxe4 18.c61 BfS 

19.Nbll Rxd1+ 20.Rxd1 Ne7 11.Nd6-o- is a winning check, '" the black king has to 
walk into a disoovere<ich""l<. aflowing Nd6xfS-o-, slurping a piece. 

He.e I went into a long think. using mO$I of my time. This b the critical posl· 
tion. 
11.8e)? 

Cowa.dly backing down foom the challenge. Wllile I just "'knew'" that 17.Nal 
had to be the right mo� I was becoming lost in the thidet of variations. The 
idea of 11.Nc7 is as st.aightfmwa.d as jXlSsible_ Wllite wants to plur:k the a6· 
pawn, and then play H·M and Na6-cS. when I ...ould ha� a pawn as well as the 
initiative. 

Wllile the tactics a.e murry, they are fa"",able fo. White. My main line went 
17.N<1 8b11I, which l$enfully is fo.ced.. Otherwise, the a6-pawn Is just lost fof 
insufficient CO<npl'!nsation. White contin�s 18.Ne61 Bxf4 19.Nxc61 Re8 - sofa. so 
good. Both plaJ('<S a.e on a very narrOW tight-oopl'! and should not deviate. fo.­
example, 18 ... Bxe6l1 19.Rxd8-t Kx<iB lO.N..:6+ and 2l.Nxb8 Is very good to. 
White, while 19.Nxf4?! takes us into a position �'Y simila. to the game. 

The jXlSition afie. 19n.ReS is �'Y sharp. Both white knights a.e hanging. I·� 
sacrificed my f4·bishop and need to .ecove. my material. I have to continue 
20.Na].! Kb8 (the only move) 21.Nxf4. winning back my bishop. In my mind's eye 
I saw that the aJ·knight cannot be 02ptU,ed as the d1·blshop is hanging. aea,1y 
my knight is t.apped if it isn't allowed to escapl'! through the c6·sqUiue. Black 
protects his d1·bishop by 2t ... Re7 (Dial'_ 161). ,eachlng the analysis diag,am, 

ANALY5/5 DIAGRAM t61. White to Play 

Whill! has no choice but to continue 22.NdS Re6! 2).Nf4 Re11, and aU I saw was 

'" 



Anotoly Korpov, Post-l98S 

a repetition. Hmm. That was strarge. Where was my refutationll saw but qukkly 
discounted H.Nb6!1 BeS 24.Nbc8. and stopped analyring. 'What are my knights 
doing on a1 and cSr" • wondered as • kept rechecking each of the mcwes abolle, 
looIcing for wlnning dev\atlolls and found none. I wasn't ready to hand Anatoly an 
easy draw and so. dlOSe the te�t, whio:h gi.es a sman advantage to Blao:k. 

Bizarrely enough and wen beyond my blindfold sl<iIls. Whi1e's knights. while 
despe.ately dinging to one another for survival, are doing something: they make 
it difflo:ult for Black to complete his natural development. While by no means 
e�haustive, the fo!\owing line ...,.,ms most natural: 24 ... Nh6 2S.RdS Nt? 26.Radl 
Nl'S 27.Rd6 Rxd6 28.lO<d6 8<17 (28...Kb71 29.Rb6+1 and 30.lO<a6 - an attractive 
case of showing how the wayward knights do "something") 29.f4 Bxe8 30.Nxc8, 
and the knights escape and White ends up with a better ending. 

A really deep line of play where the mix of tactics and strategy has me bewil­
dered. As mentioned. , simply stopped considering it when . saw my knights 
W<:'re "trapped.· 
17_.8u318.NU) Ne71" Rd6n Ke7 20..R4ldl kl' 

The move • had simply missed in my calrul"tion� for some reason ' "saw" 
only Xl ... NcS 21.R6d4, and thought. "' have a repetition at least and maybe 
fllOfe." Now all of BI",.'s opening problems are behind him. I awoke with the 
realization that my "strong as· knight: while well-protected, was trapped. Now 
Anatoly has a slightly better position, but White's position is solid enough and he 
should draw. 
ll.bdl RxdI 1l.RxdI Kxdl 1).J(e1 Key 14.Kdl 1Cd6 15.Ndl <5 16 . .lI) cxb4 
17.axbl f5 11.uf5 NxfS 29.cJ Nh4 30.He3 ,S )LKel Np 3La:3 Hey )3.f41411 
(Diaparn 1") 

DIAGRAM 1". White to � 

'" 



Cheu Duels: My C;a�s with the World Chompions 

Afie. thi� TnOVI:', allowing m� a pToteded passed pawn, t� position is equal. 
Blad should play 33 .. .gxf4 )4..9xf4 to keep the game aHve. The position would 
still be slightly bette. foo Blade, again thanks to t� offiide as·knight. 
J4.Kdl K<7 35.Nc.1 

Going to. an attempted .escue mission. The idea is to play Nc2-d4, making 
NaS-c6 possible jf it is allOWt'd. 
35_.Nel5 3li.Ncfill Kxdi 0-1 

Whoops. It i5 "blindfold" chess foo a rea.on. 1 simply thought thal l had playt'd 
36.Nd4 already. Quite a tragic ending to an intere.tmg game. My only solace waS 
that in those e;uly Ambe. days suc:h blunders we.e not exceptional, ;os many of 
my toileagUt'§ made howle.s of their own. The term howle., by the way, deSt'TVI:'S 
an explanation. These are blunders that are so bad that afte. making a dignified 
exit from the playing-hall, the playe. is permitted to take a walk (away from the 
players' hotel) where he un Stream so loudly that his howl can be heard in the 
next countyl 

In our second entoun\eT. a normal .apid game. we both had sight of the 
board - much to myrelief. 

Anatol)' Kiupov-Yasset" Seirawiln 
Moote Carlo (rapid), 1993 

Semi-ToffQSch Defense 

1.<14 Nfti l.t4 e6 J.lrlfJ ds 4.NQ <5 5_ud5 N>Cd5 6A4 Nnl 7.b,") ud4 1.cxd4  Ncfi 
!il..8c4 Bb4+ lO.Bell bdH 11.QlCdlO-O U.O-O b6 n.d511 

If this thrust is good for White. the whole variation woukI be bad for Black. In 
principle. White should patiently prepare this advance with 1l.Rtu Bb7 14.Radl., 
obtaining an edge. In this way. White has made Blatk commit his bishOJl to the 
b7-square. which is important ;os it impedes the blockading maneuver _.Nc6-af>. 
b7·d6. after which Whitecan play the<i4-ds advance and. he hopes. keep going. 
13 __ Nil5 14.8el .>CdS 15 .. >Cd5 B8417 

Intending to get rid of the f]·knight and to play ... Qd8-d6, .etting up a dark· 
squared blcdade. The immediate IS_.Qd6 16.Nd4 would be slightly better foo 
White. 
16.d611 

Anatoly felt obliged to try to (fOSS up my plans. T}w:, question k whet�, the 
little fella has marched too far too fast. 
lli.�Qf617.Rfd1 RadI t8.Qd4 RfeI 19.Qq4 Ilu2lO.Rac1 "7 ItJtdl' (DIacr.lm 170) 

A tactical owrsight that drops the df>.pawn. I expected 21.Rc7 Nxd6 22.Rxa7. 
wlth a draw. Another bad mistake would be 21.d71 NcS. when again the d-pawn 
Is rounded up. 

". 



Anotoly KO(POll, Po,t-l9BS 

D\A(jRAM 170. BLad! to PIa)' 

11. • .lrlxci6 11,1tKd8+ Qxd. B.h311 
Confessing to hi. oversight. White had intended 23.Nd4, attacking the 1'2-

rook, followed by 24.NfS, thrtatening mate On g7, as wen as attaddng the pinned 
d6·krright and "winning: The problem is that 23 ... l1e4!, attacking White's queen, 
k a very good move which stops White's plan in Its tracks. Black then continues 
... Qd8-e7. with a solld extra pawn. 
13 ... Ql:7 14.Qa4 Jfi 1S-Qc6 I1ril 

A natural reaction. as 1 want to keep the position and maintain my eMtra 
pawn. Instead of this retreat. it was better to go over to the attack by means of 
26 ... Ne4\ 27.Rd7 QcSI 2'.QxcS bMCS 29.11�a7 Col, with a much better ending for 
Black. 
26.RdS Ne.lI 

It Isn't SO easy to shake off white's pressure, but thi:s was the wrong way. 1 
should play 26 ... Kg7! 27.Qc3+ Qf6 2'.Nd4 Kg'l. a mow. that 1 had missed 1 saw 
2 •... 111'7 as a deSirable way to consolidate, as ._Nd6-e4-<S would put the knight 
on an anchored square. but 2&_Re71 allow-.; 29.hd61 Qxd6 30.mS+ and the dou· 
ble...:hed is a winner for White. After 28 ... Kg8I, Black win be able to imprOVl:' his 
pieces. for example. 29.Qg3 Rett 3O.Kh2 Ne81 n.Rd7 a6 and the advantage of 
the e)(lra pawn will be slowly felt. 
27.Qc8 Qc77 

Throwing away a pawn and the rest of my advantage. White would still be 
"M>TSe after 27 ... 111'2 2'.l1dS (2'.l1d77 Qe6 is now very good for Black) 2S_.bsl. 
slowly improving my position. Anatoly now seizes the opportunity to win back 
his pawn. 
1I.Qx(7 Nxc7 19.Rd71 NbS 



Chen Duel,: My GOlm'l with the World ChompiOlU 

My intention had bftn 29_Rc6 lO_Ne5 RcU n.Kh2 f5. when I thoughl I'd 
have a chance for _Nc7-bs and _.Ret-c7. bllt this is 100 slow. as after n.Nf?! 
Whi1e's chances are certainly no worse. 
lO.i14 Pk3 n.RM7 hi 31.il5 w5 �-� 

• was really annoyed with myself for messing up this game. II was as if Ana· 
10ly,potted me a paWll and could draw al will. 

The Great Sc:hism Revisited 
At the second Melody Amber event in 1993 all dis.cussion, were dominated by 
the announced break-away match between Garry Kasparov and Nigel Short. As 
Nigel was playing In the event, it was very interes ting to hallt' his point of view. 
I'm sony to report that Nigel was rather QVl:'rwhelmed. perhaps ellt'n aghast. that 
his colleagues thought so poorly of his announced decision to split from FIDE 
with many. and most espec:ially klhn Nunn. asking him. in not the most polite 
terms. please to reconsider his decision 

Despite the criticism foisted upon him. my own included. Nigel stuck with his 
decision. In his view. Aorencio Campomanes, the FIDE Pre-sident, had engaged in 
some underhanded p'actices. Nigel e�pected a bid ofnearlytwo milliOll pounds 
sterling from Manchester, based OIl conllt'rsatlcms he had held with dty offidals. 
When fiDE announced the Manchester bid, it was for one million two hundred 
thousand pounds. Nigel bitterly ",,"plained: "What was this? Eight hundred 
thousand pounds in prize money simply disappeared into the budget." (Into 
Campomanes' pocket. we were invited to presume.) Nigel pinned the blame for 
his decision to meak from fiDE squarely on the shoulders of Campomanes and 
made It clear that he didn't want to do any further business with either Campo­
manes or FIDE. "I don't mind the fIDE t ..... 20%. which. okay. is a hit, bllt when the 
priz .... fund Is purposely sabotaged. then forget it. I just refuse to play along as 
thepatsy_" 

Undoubtedly Nigel Short win not be the first. Or the last, Challenger to f�\ 
underpaid . •  have much sympathyfOl' him in this parncular matter. Recall that in 
1990 the "two I(s: Kasparov and l(arptP\'. two SovIet players. competed for a 
three mmion dollar p<ize·fund in the West (New York and tyons), and now NIge� 
the first Western challenger since Bobby Fis.cher to ",,"pete to.- the World title, 
was to play for much less. His e�pectatiOfls were uOOefStandablyhigh. Too, let us 
not forget that in the previous year Fis.che.-had played 5passkyfor a fiVl:' million 
donar prizt·fund. Nigel just couldn't shake the feeling that something waS amiss 
or afoul. Wi1hout any particula. Insights mr;elf, what always struck rne is 
"where did these minions corne homr In the case of New York, Ted fi-eld had 
been the Midas behind the bid, while in the case of the Fis.cher-Spassky .ematch 
in Yugoslavia, )tozdimir Vasiljevlt. the head of Jugosundlc businesses, a giant 
Ponl; s.cheme that later collapsed, had been the sponsor. These were not "free 
market" trids; rather they were "private" sponsors spending millions. 

'" 
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As a big fan of Ameriun sports, I'm envious of the millions 'NOTI by golf and 
tennis professionals, but I undel'Stand that the events are aired 011 TV and d.aw 
record advertising doll<ors, justitying the underlying economics of the events. 
Major chess events shown on TV are rare indeed and mar�eting forces have 0101 
Justified the millions that the players want or expect. It is all well and good to ... y 
"In 1990. the FIDE Championship was for th.ee million and with tnflation, the 
prize should go up: but each match is a separate event with different people, 
diffe.ent dynamics and different erooomic cttcumS1ances. Chess has .elied on 
private and. where cities have made bids, on public financings. Media advertis­
Ing has not supported these events. Without James Slater, the man who doubled 
the 1972 prize fund. would there have bef,n a first Spassky-Fische. matchl Some-­
times big money bids just fall into place. Sometimes they don't. (hess history is 
full of S10ries of majo. would_be sponsors desiring a top-level event bul when 
push comes to sh(we, the check just doesn't get written. 

Regaoding the 1993 match. from the fiDE side we we.e informed that every­
thing had been done a«O.ding to the rules and regulations. that the bidding 
poocedures were open and transparent. and that if the players had further spon­
sors to be considered. fiDE was willing to e�tend the bidding deadline for their 
inclusion. FlDE'soffers went nowt.ert. The die had been Cil5t. 

Together, Garry Kasparov and Nigel Short. along with the New Yo<k-based at­
torney Bob Rice, found the "Professional Chess Association" (PCA), to sanction 
their match. The london newspape. TM TIme. became the hoS1 and sponsor. 
Kasparov and Short would play 10' a minion pounds sterling. Without the need 
to subtract FlDE's Ie<:' of 1M>. it wasn't an Inconsiderable difference, and the 
players likely came out "ahead" in the short term. On the othe. hand. the split 
p.OIluced untold future finandal losses fo. the chess .....,.Id.. as sponsofS simply 
did not want to "choose sides" when ma.ing a decision on paying host to a chess 
event. 

With the break complete. fiDE was sta.ing at an enormous problem; much of 
its budget depended upon the fee it derived from the World Championship title 
match. Most of the rest of the cycle barely paid for itself, and it was the CTOWn 
jewel of the match that would put the fiDE balance·sheet in the black oYer a 
three·yea. period. This dependence upon a World Championship match meant 
that flOE had 00 choict but toa .. ang� a match ofi" own. The kde.ation's regu­
lations were quite clear On this point, as Nigel Short had. defeated Anatoly Karpov 
in the 1992 Candidates' finals ", wen as Jan Timman in the Candidates' Semi­
finals. AS mentioned earlie., both those players were invited to contest a match 
10' the FlDE Wo.k! Championshiptitk>. and both accepted 

The ';"'aloy belwe<:'n the PCA and FIDE w'" biUe •. 80th organizations were 
despe.ate to trump the othe. in te.ms of prize money. (amJlO""lnes had a sur­
p.ise, he announced that Oman .....,uk! play host to the Karpov-Timman match 
and strongly suggested that the prize money involved would be greater than 

'" 
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that of thl:' PCA match in london. Tht fiDE match wa, scheduled to be split be­
tween HDlland and Oman. Remarkably, the Dutch side of the bld put up no pOzt 
monty. merely th� hosting costs. It was quite a strange affair: arbiters. organiz­
ers. hotels and tournament halls would all be paid by the Dutch Dr�niling 
committee. but nothing would go to thl:' play<:'rs. Again, this was because organ­
Izers of the seoond half ofthi:' match in Oman _r� to put up thl:' million donars 
wholly on theiT own. 

After the first half of the 2411ame match had been completed in Holland, 
with Anatoly leading by a 7'h-S'h score. a crisis erupted: at the last moment the 
bld from Oman collapsed and HDE had not secured a financial guarantee. The 
mat(h was In tunnoil. There was a meeting with Benei Koic toresclle the second 
half of the match, but Campomanes had a second choice in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
Mr. Bob HasSAn would host the secDnd half of the match. 

As I was a second to Jan Timman dunng this match, along with UIf AndeTSOn 
and )eTOI'n Piket. I u.n j.lIy that we we'e all wonled about the Oman bid as none 
of us had any knowledge about the Omani OI"ganizers. Was it all a blufftDtTump 
the PCA o. was it a genuine bid u.nceled at the last possible moment? We didn't 
know. Mr. HaSSAn turned Dut tD be a delightful host. and Jaurta organized an 
impeccable match but. in the end. there was a shortfall in the funding for the 
pnzes. The players accepted a delayed payment scheme. and many of ftDE's offI­
dais and patrons reached intD their own wallets to pay the deficit. TD SAy it was a 
challenging time for the fIDE leadership is an understatement. When the 0Iym­
pk bid collap.ed in 1994 and was rescued by the efforts of Kaspar"" and the 
Moscow organizers, It was a very critical period. for fiDE. 

FIDE World Champion 
for my next game with Karpov I was once again facing the FIDE WOI"ld (ham_ 
pion. byvirtue ofhis 1993 vidoryOYt'. Jan Timman. The reborn WOI"ld Champion 
remained the same person as he had been before regaining the fiDE title. Cham­
pionitis did not strike. and whenevef we met we always did so on very friendly 
terms. 

The constant question was: when would the chess world heal its schism? 
Would Kaspa.ov and Karpov meet for a sixth time? As mentioned in the Kas­
parov chapter, Gany wanted a match but not on the teuns that fiDE could offer 
him: a match with Karpoll holding the Champion's advantage of dr�w odds. Too. 
the res� PCA and fIDE cycles were in fun swing, and befOl"e too long each 
man would have a Chanenger. It seemed the chances of a rappnxhement kept 
receding �fter that. 

In 1994. Anatoly won the tinares tournament undefeated with an astonish­
ing 11 points from a possible 13 games. The highest-rated player. Garry Kas­
parov. tied fOl" second and was two and half points behind. According to various 
websites. Anatoly's vktOI)' in Linares was the highest Tournament Pe1"formance 



An".toly Korpov, POlt·J985 

RatIng in history. Sornd;imH. and I know this may sound shange, chess can be a 
game of confidence. When )'OU1 confidence is liding high, you play m01"e qulckly, 
you ale mote willing to take chancH and you t"Jl«fopportunityto greet you. It 
oftendoes. 

Once mote Anatoly and I contested two rapid chess games In Monaco, at the 
third Melody Amber tournament. This time I didn't blunder a piea in our blind­
fold game. fortunately. Whenevel you face Karpov, it is the same story: what to 
play with White� Everywhere lhere were ploblems. When , prepared foT OUT 
g.il11"le5 it was as though I would obtain �uality with White and a slight disad­
vantage with Black. It seemed so unb.ll. Bereft of othe. ideas, at least I came to 
the ga.me with a plan: the Torre Attack. which is a quiet opening with a donop of 
poison as well 

Vasser Sei�an.Anatoly Koirpov 
Monte Carlo (blindfold), 1994 

TOffeAttad 

1.d4 Nf6 l.Nf3 e6 ).1ItI5 h64.Bxf611 
GMng upthe two bishops so earlydDesn't seem particularly impiring. but as 

compensation White obtains a phalanx in the center. 
4-Qxf6 S.e4 d6 6.<:311 

Ar9Ul1bly, this apPToach is simply too quiet and pl"Offiises nothing. White 
could ,"pi.e to take advantage of his superlo. mobility and play 6.Ne3 9' 
(6...gS11) 7.Qdl Bg7 3.0-0-<1. with the idea of 1Ifl-G4 and trying to blast open the 
center. 
5 .. .p 1.Nbd1 1ltl1 1.1k4 Nd7 '.0.0 0.0 lO..Rel e5 11.dxe511 

In such positions it is always a tric.ky buSiness trying to d� when to c1arify 
the center by making this trade and when to advance pawns on the queemide. 
Although I don·1 think the position hoI<h any particular promise fo. Whitt. it was 
likely betler 10 keep the tenSion. One never knows when d4-d5, clamping down 
in the center and .""ping the g1·bishop blocked, wm wo.k. With the text ' slm­
ply lose the option for good. 

A betler (hoi«' was U.b4 (lU4 as) 11 ... Nb611 12.Bb) a5 13.013 Rd8 14.h), 
with an even position thai offe.s possibilities fot both playen. 
1L.dxeS 1l.Qcl1l as 1) .... )11 

' find my last lwo m�s simply too timid. Playing foT a "saM set·up" i. one 
thing. bul allowing one's opponenttO g.ilin space freely is quiteanother. 
1)_a41 14-Nh. NeS 1S.He) m16..Radl hSl (Dialram 111) 

A .eminder that Black possesses the two bishops and has gained the upper 
hand. Tho:-text makes wayfoT _.Bg1_h6, activating the dormant clo!rk. 



Chnl Duels, My Gomn with the World Champiam 

txAGRAM 171. Whit. to Play 

17.811 Qe7 11.Nd2 
At tim point tm .ather struggling to find a suitable plan. I'm trying to create 

some fle�ibility in my position but didn't ha� a coocrete idea ofho... to play, so I 
dr,clded to await developments. Unfortunately, in the art of "doing nothing" I'm 
up against the consummate profe.sslonal. 
1I ••• Rb8 19.fl bS 20.Ndf1 8e6 (Oi18r1m In) 

DIAGRAM 172. White to PlIY 

OI<ay, in all likelihood Ihl. is a �ry good rTIO\fe as Black gains control over the 



A"aloly Korpov, Pod·298S 

b3'square. On the other hand. ' was very pleased to be rid of Black's two bishops 
and ' was wondering what my a2,b!shop might be doing after, say, 20 ... Rb1I, 
with a plan of _1(98-h8 and ,.f7·f5 to follow. The b7·rook might swing acrOSS to 
the klngslde Or just challenge for control over the d·file. 

For the ned dozen moves both players shuffle thei, plece5 a,ourni. but with­
out a serious change to the pawn struc\u,e nothing much happens. 
11.BJte6 Nxe6 22.Qf2 Qn 2).Ne2! Rfdl 14-Nb4 Rbel 2Ute3 8ft 26.Kf1 Nf4 
27.Nec2 Rel7 21.13 Ne6 It.Qe2 Bd6 3D-He] Redl )l.h .. Qb6 32.Nbc2 Ne5 33.KI2 
"'3 )4.Nf1 Qn 35.Ned Ne5 

As a�rtlsecf, nothing k happening, at least if you compare diagrams. I Cim 
hear lilt' lelevision wmmentator's voi«', 'Stay tuned fo' the exciting conclusion, 
but first we bring you this advertising mess.ago!''-
36.1<12 

setting up the d·file chopping·block to t'ade off all ihe rool<s_ At thk �rrt I 
didn't warrt to offer a draw because Black still has a smidgen of an advanlage 
]6 ... 1,. 31.Red1 8h6 31.Rxd7 1b1d7 n.«l 

Opting for this fleeing move at the right time. While ' give up control of the 
d4·squa,e. ifl can obtain some squares in return, White's position will benefit 
39 .. .Rxd140,Qxdl bu4 4LNu4 Nb] U,Nfdl 

Avoiding the tempting 42.Qd61 Qxd6 43.Nxd6 NaSI (43 .. 8c11 44.NC4), when 
Black has a big �. 
"I. .. Bfl n.Na Qe7 44-Nall (Di�lnm 173) 

DIAGRAM 173. Blad! to PIa)' 

44-.. Pk51 
Mutual blindness. This (e�pected) slip al10ws me to take "')' queen'ide pawns 

off the dark squarts. Black would still be for choice after 44-__ QcS! 4S.Nxb3 QxC4 

m 
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46.Nel IkS. thanks to my very p"'s� knight. Imteadof my weak movt 44-Nat?, 
44.Nb4 WaS �tte •. maintaining a s"",n disadvanta.g.t. This was an a wn� 
quence of having surrendered territory on the quee",W\t. SlatY, b3·knight had 
been "weighIng" on the position and on my mind. and I wanted to di,po§t of it. 
Just a, dearly. Anatoly wanted to hold onto it. 
45.b41 IXb3 46.Nllb3 Qe6 

60th Anatoly and I labored under the �1ief that Blad still .tood betttr. Not 
true. Getting ridofboth my b2· andel'pawn, meaos that the Aehi116 heel in my 
position is gone:. Now I can focus on pushing my a-pawn passer. The position I, 
�,. 
47.Nbdl Nol7? 

The purJlO'" of this one was lost upon me. I expected 47._Bh6 48.Qt2 8><dl 
4g.Nxdl Q<I6 SO.Qt3 Na4 S1.Qt2 NtS, with a repttition. 
41.a41 Bb449_Q<2 flieS SO_aSI Qe1 (DIagram 1741 

DIACiRAM 114-White to PI.,. 

51.Mb31 
Thanks to Black', slips, a ,udden and major transformation has ta"'n plate: 

the most dangerous pawn in the position is While', as-pawn. NowWhlte', game 
I, to be prtfe .. ed. 
SL •. Na6 Sl.Qd3 Nc7 S3.Nb6 NbS? 

With the game sliPJIing away, Anatoty helps me wit h thi' big '� The be,t 
tine was S3._� S4.Qc4 Qli:C4 SS.Nxt4 f6, with a playable ending. The diffe.ence 
between tnk ending and the ending in the game wl1\ soon be clear: White', a_ 
pawn win advana o� square and Black kn·t able to play.-f7_f6. to liberate his 
king. 
54-Qdl1 Ql<d1 55.Nxd1 Be) 56 .... 6 Hal 57 .. 41 kl1 51 .. 51 (DIagram 1151 



Ana/oly Karpav. Palt-198S 

DIAGRAM 175. BIKk to Play 

With an erlTamdlnary suddomness t� game k ju.1 """r. The eS·pawn is arti· 
flcial1y isolated. and White threatens the simple Nb3-<:S-<i3xes. winning a pawn 
fo, free. 
5BHots 

Desperation. butthe game is geme. Even bHndfakJ.<'!d I can handle this one. 
59.pf6+ Kf7 6O.Nbc51 

Thi, time I scurry to r�nfo-rte myknlghl bef.".e I l.,,,ve it h"nging or put it �n 
priu 
r.o'HKd 6Lf4 exf4 61.e5 He' 63.e6 8xf6 64.Nxf6+ Kel 6S.Nf.4 Hal 66.Kf:) HI 

Not " g"me for the "9es. but I was plt"sed with my play '" the end. I've 
thrown aw"y SO ITIllny opportunities In my 9"mes with Ka.rpov lha.1 I was just 
happy tha.1 1 sei�ed thi. 0"" when it c.ame knodlin9_ It isn't often you wm � 
A""tolf' pieces domilNlted '" they wel'l:' "I the end of thi' one. 

Obviouslyo An"toIy wasn't h"ppy with the result of thi' g"me "nd was out fo-r 
revenge_ After .... he was the fiDE World Championl 

Aniltoly Killfl'0v-Yuwr Selfilwan 
Monte Carlo (rapid). 1994 

Modern Defense 

Ld4 d6 l.Nfl P ).1) 
A very cauliou, tl'l:'atment indeed. Anatoly w"nh 10 "vold" queenlt .. mid· 
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dlegame after a subsequent ... e7-e5, going SO fa. M to hold bad< thO:' advance of 
his c·pawn. Against Ihis set-up it is very diffiwlt for me to t.anlpose into thO:' 
typeof middleg.ame I'm seeking 
) ..... 7 4.111 8d7 

Borrowing f.om thO:' creatMty of the canadian G.andmast�r Ounaln SullIes. 
who lives In V�ncou� •. amish Columbia- In my e�.ly ye�'s. Ounan had a laTge 
influeoce on me and many other coos pI�yefS in thO:' Padfic Northwesl We an 
leaTNd to fianchetto OIJr ldng's bishop, play ... Ng.8-h6 �nd cede control of thO:' 
cente •. The Idea of the lex! is to line up a trade of White's g2,blshop, while also 
being able to advance •. e7-e5 without having to WOlf)' about the awkwa.dness 
of n!o::apturing the �n on the d8-square. 

,�"" 
ay "thre�tening .• 6d7-h3: Blad< gains � tempo for v�cating thO:' d8...quarf;. 

'�e1e5 
It would be .�the. cheeky to pl�y 6 ... 8h3 7.Bhl. hS. l�ul>Ching a m�ting attack 

with no development_ Surprisingly. ,urn �tt�ds do ha� t�th. bul I CQUldn'\ 
bring myself to give it � go. 

There is also a good argument to be m�de for playing 6 ... 8h3 7.Bh1. �nd then 
calling off thO:' attack to play 7 ... e5, as in thO:' game. In that case, thO:' d7-squa.e is 
fr� and, If the d-file opened. White isn't so pleased with hi' hl-bishop.AnotheT 
interesting >dea after 6_.BM 7.8h1 is 7 ... Nc6. inviting B.dS, blocking the long hl­
a8 diagooal. 
1.e4 Nc6 l.dxeS 

D�.n, I justcan'l persuade An�toly to play � dosed "",ilion. Black's scheme of 
development is m�de c1E'�. �fte. 8.dS Nd81, with thO:' go get 'em King's Indian at· 
tacking pI�n of •. h-ts . .  _NdS-h. and _.Ng.8_ffi_ True. WlIite WIll not sit still eithO:'., 
but such � set-up is a Y!'ry haTmOnious one, and esped�lly alte. White has a 
1Qngslde fi�ochetlo. 

After the text. It isn't so much that White IS bette., only Ih�1 he isn'l sub­
jected to the mlddlegame that I w�nted 
B. • .cIxe5 g.b) Nlel lO.l&) 0-0 11.Nbd1 f6 

An awkwa.d mow: to make. My problem Is lhal thO:' c6-knight is clumsy and 
on the "wrong cl.cuit," wllkh is also the case for my e7-knighl TIlt lext prepares 
the 900d e6·square to.. the light·squa.� bishop, when I don·t haY!' to be an· 
noyed by Nf3..g5. causlng SOme ha.M,men\. Stm, it may haY!' been better to play 
normally by 11 ... Bg4 12.(3 Rd8 13.Qe2 Qd7 14.NC4 Qdl l5.Qb21. I reached Ihis fa. 
and stopped, .Kkoning that IS ... Bxf3 16.R�3 WM bett�. for Wh;I�. I should haY!' 
taktn it a ,tep further: 16_._Qo:\7 17.Rxfl (making 100m at the el·squa,e for the 
C4-knight) 17 ... b5 18.Ne3 QrU, when White has the two bishops and not much 
else. 
12.Nc4 8e( 1).Qe1 RdI 14-Ne) (oialnm 116) 
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DIAGRAM 176, Slad! to ..... )' 

14-.. 8ft 
Each mow! hill to be u.refully wtighed up becau� there are many pieces thai 

want to ImprOYt the;' positions, for install«', in the diagrammed position, 
14 ... Rd7 was to be considered. as it prep.tres __ Nc6·d8, and makes room for the 
queen to slip aeross and then for the rooks to be doubled For e�ample, 14. .. Rd7 
15.(311 (lS.Radi) 1S-.Nd8 16.Rad1 Nf7 signifICantly Improves Black's coordina­
tion. 
15.c:) Qd1 16.Recii QtS 11.Nel! 

A very pleasant move. White can't sit still and walt ill Black Improves his 
pieces, Or else whatever plus White may have wlll soon disappear. There are no 
obvious weak·spots In Black's position e�cept for the d5-square, and the Ie'" un­
coven the g2-blshop to help White control that square. 
17_,Rxdl 

k; my positiQn k slightly cramped. it makes sense to relieve the pressure 
through trades. II was a pity that 17_a511 didn't war., as it would be good to be 
able to pia)' ._.as_u. The p!'oblem was that lB_QbS b61 19.Nd51 Is strong for 
While_ for this reason, there was also something to be .,id for 17-.Qf7. awaiting 
lB.Nd3 b6. when Black is read)'for .. _a7·aS, prying around the queenside 

18.Rxdl RdS 19,NelJI b6 10,kl Rd1 11.h4 NdS ll.f4 
A kind '* "now or never" dedsiOfl. By changing the pawn structure White 

gives greater dynamism to his pieces. If White delays this adv,nce, then when 
BIacIo: plays ... c1-0:6 and ... Ne7-cB·d6. the position wln start to look identical. or 
COUnt. 22.f4 carries a risk as _ll. lfthe resulting positions don't work, Black will 
end up wlth a fat e5·knight. 
1l ... m4 13.Nrl4 txdl+14,Qxdl ",,11 
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TherE' arE' gamts wherE' an your moves haYe ill flow to them. "This gots hen�, 
that goes there, in that order, we make luft. take thed·filo!, per.etrillte, win. Thank 
you for theg.ame." Then therE' are the usual "muddied" games wherE' you ha� a 
few =and·guesses illfterwards. well, this game was a Yeritable tug.of·war with 
every move h,ving =and ,nd third chokes. 

While the te�t improves my blshop, it will rem,in pasSIYe on the g7·squ"e, 
SO gre,ter p.-eference should h,Ye been shown for the e1-knlght, which re,lly IS il 
morOse cre,ture. The best mo.oe was 24 ... Nec61, Simply se.:ktng to put the kl1lght 
on the es·square. While will pUt OJ!<'! kl1ight or the other 011 the dS-squart, I wiH 
cover the C7- and f6·pawns by 2S ... Qf7, al1d Black win be fine. The fB-bishop may 
find' better SQU,re than the text. 
l5.t4qdl 

I was tiring of all the Intricate subtle play and now sought some resolution. 
Even so, there was good reason to consider l5_.lk811, prep"ing _.N(!B·f7-eS, as 
well as _c7..:6, protecting vital squ"es ,nd preserving the Hght·squ"ed bishop. 
16.Ned5 Nxd5 U.NKefi! 

A crud,l capture. If 21.e�dS (or 21.OOS) 17_.� ,nd the bishop slclps away. 
81,ck will quickly pl,y ._Kd8·f7-eS, with nofurther problems. 
l1 ••• Nxe6 n.u:ds (tli.Tam 111) 

DIAGRAM 111. alildl to Play 

U ••• NeS1 
M�tjfying. In two moves I throw away a ""mctly reasonable po5itlon. I sim· 

ply cannot explain It. I can frrst prepare tho: te><t by 28 ... "511, SI.'OJring the cS­
sQUa.e, or I Can follow up on my 24th move by 28 .. .fSl, simply bringing my g7-
bishop Into play. In that case, l don't see any advantage fOT White 
29.lf4 a51 



Anotoly Korpcv. Posf·1985 

Good grief. My brain mu.t ha� fried. I cannot tlCplain thi,. 29_.BfBI wru for«ld. 
to prew.nt d5-d6, when Ilbd< "!}'lin has a ",asona� position. For ,,><am�, 30.b4 
Ne6 31.8d2 Ng7, planning fo. my own counterplay "9i'in!i1: the g3·pawn. 
30.d61 

Thud And)u$t llkethal Whit"', two bis� b..wlTlO! blistmng!y �I. 
3o...ud6 3LQds+ Ne6 31.8l1d6 fS 33.Kfl hSl 

With a queen trade in tilt' offing. it was much better to play H ... Kf7, prepar. 
ing to bring the king into the game. 
34.114 Qell 

Further capitulatlon. rm lik"ly Jo.t, but 34 . .QlIdS 3S.8xdS Kf7 36.801'3 lieS 
37.8xb6 8xg3 was the only way to struggle on. 
n.8e3 Kh7 36.8Jlb6 Qe7 37.111 Qf6 31.Bf) f" 39.1" hlIf4 4O.B"I" Nd4 410M 
phS 41.Qx/1S+ Ksl UBxd4 Qxd4 44.8e6+ 1-0 

An imprflsi� win by Anatoly. Rathe. a wl1a� by me at the end. with time­
trouWe the �l<ely culprit, but it was an those awkward opening ded,ion, with 
which White pokoned the position that caused lTIO! the trouble to begin with. 
SometilTlO!S chess can hi:' as .impie as creating numerou' problem. for your op­
ponent 10 '01 ....... e ...... n if he 'olves them a1� he may fall into lime·trouble and 
blunder hi. pD'ition away. Thattoo i, cllt'u. 

Our IMt classical g.alTlO! took place in Bali, IndoneSia. It wru a "grandmaster 
draw," and I know exactly why. joet-lag. I f1o.>w f.om seattle to Taipei. a U·hour 
flight. then onwar<:b to Jakarta and then to 6aIi. It was morE' than 24 hours elf 
'ra ...... l and I was dead tired E�n though we pla� in the §I.'CDnd round. <lS I looked 
acras. the board it was obvious to me that Anatoiy wasn't in any bl:'tter shape. 

Vasser Seirawan·Anatoty KiIIrpov 
Bali, 2000 

Queen's Gambit Accepted 

1.Nf3 Nf6 1-«0 e6 3.N<.3 dS 4..d4dxt4 5.e3 .6 6.8xc4 <5 7.0-0 bs I.Bel Bb1 9.dx<5 
Bxc:S 1O.QlId1+ Kxdl11ob) Nbd71Z.lb1 K", U..RK1Y,.Y, 

Oraw agreedon my proposal 

And so our duels together end with a whimper. and not a bang. 
In giving Anatoly Karpov the position of the second greatest the .. player of an 

time. I can point to a number of statistin, such as hi' 167 international tourna· 
lTIO!nt and match vW:tones. a reccrd which has never been equaled However, it was 
wf1ile visiting the Olympiad in Clre$den. Germany in Navembe< 2008 that I read 
something In the Sunday. November H bunetin that really .trud< a chord To 
quote. "Anato!y KcIrpDY was World Chess Champion for 16 yean. Though he ac· 
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qUire.! the title by default In 1975, he claimed his 11 title defenses aod challenges 
CMr the next 25 years spanned 766 days in total. 'Two aod half years f'!jhtlng for 
only the world tttle: he said"That is not just impre1sive -it is flat..out amazing. 

Clanical Games venus Anatoly Karpov 

Karpov-5elrawan, Mar del Plata. Argentina 1982: '/>-'/> 
Seirawan·Karpov. London. United Kingdom 1982, H) 
Karpov-Seirawan. tucerne, Switzerland 1982; '/>-'/0 
Karpov-Sei,awan, LInares, Spain 1983: '/>-'/> 
Karpov·Selrawan, THburg, Honand 1983: 1·0 
Seirawan·Ka"pov, kindem, United Klog.dom 1984: '/>.'/> 
Karpov·Seirawan, Brussels, Belgium 1986: 1-0 
Seirawan·Karpov, Brussels, Belgium 1988: y,.,/> 
Selrawan·Karpov, Rotterdam, Honand 1989: 0-1 
Karpov-Seirawan, Skelleftd, S�n 1989: 1-0 
s"irawan-Karpov, Haninge, Sweden 1990: 1-0 
Soeirawan.Karpov, Reyktavik,. l<eland 19910 '/J-y, 
Soeirawan.Karpov. !laH. lndonesia 2C()()o '/J-Y, 

Selnwan,two wins, f_losses, seven MaWf. Class\Ql score 5'h-m 

Rapid Games venus Anatoly Karpov 

Seirawan_Karpov, Hamburg. GeTm<U1y 1982; 0-1 
Karpov·Soeirawan, Hamburg. Germany 1982; 1-0 
Ka'poII·Seirawan, Maut13n, Mexlro 1988: y,.y, (sccres� lost) 
Seirawan-Karpov, Roquebrune, France 1992: 1-0 
Karpov·Seirawan, Roquebrune, France 1992: 0-1 
Seirawan-Karpov, Brussels, Belgium 1992: y,.y, 
Karpov-Seirawan, Brussels, Belgium 1992: 0-1 
Selrawan·Karpov, Monte (arlo 1993: 0-1 
Karpov·Seirawan, Monte (arlo 1993: '/J.,/> 
Seirawan·Karpov, Monte Cil.rlo, 1994: 1-0 
Karpov·s"irawiln, Monte (arlo,1994: 1-0 

Btib: Games venus Anatoly Karpov 

Karpov·Seirawan, Lugano, Switzerland 198B: '/J-y, (scoresheet\o<l) 
Karpov·Seirawan, Roquebrune, France 1992: 0-1 

Se'ir.llwan: one win, no .on, one draw. BIIt. score 1V..'" 



Chapter Ten 

Garry Kasparov, Post-20CO 

KitSpilrtW lo5es the rltle 
Although Kasparov was fomited as the FIDE World Champion in 1993. h;"; v\cto­
nes eNe' the challengers Nigel Short In 1993 and v;,,;wanalhan Anand in 1995 
we.e accepted by � chess-playing public as proof that he WaS the �t p�r in 
the WOI'Id and WOI1hy of the title "World Champton." l-IOweo;er. as the �ars con· 
tinued to slip by, th",.", was a growing agitation that KaspaTO\l was TKrt defending 
his title. 

It wasn't through lad of effoI1 on his part. The PCA had quietly melted away, 
and he no longer had the infrastTuctu� required to organi�e a p.oper match. 
This bo!caTl'H! s.:1f..,videnl when In the final PCA cyde Ale�ey Shir"" beQme the 
challenger by defeating Vladimir Kramnik In an upset victo!)'_ In Garry's view, 
Shims win was a blow as 11 milde it much more difficult to raise spon�hip 
fuods 10 finance a match against it chanenge. not in the top five by rating_ In· 
detd. only one bid could be mustered: from los Angelecs for len th;in one million 
dollars. �iTO\l did not obtain a match agalmt Kasparov - a right he had .....,n faiT 
ami ""ua.e. To mah matters even worse for Ale�ey. Vladimir K."mnik had won a 
"Iosen'· purse fo. losing tho! PCA finals match. Ale�efs .ewa..d was s� to 
be a million dollar match. This wa.sn'1 tho! first time in tho! history of chess that 
t!we winne. of an e�nt went without payment. 

The situation was awkward for Garry. to say t!we least. He was not trying to 
duck his challenge. - quite t!we opposite. He wanted to play. but only for a J>Uf$e 
that both players d""med adequate. Thefe we"" no takers/sponsors fOl" the 
gua.ante6 that the pla�rs we"" asking. f\$ time went "". "mI t� malCh �TS"" 
ShirO\! dimmed further out of public view. Gany de<:ide(\ to try to .eWM. the 
Gordian Knot offinding an appropriate challenge. In t� most direct w"y J'O',i. 
ble: he .....,uld openly rnallenge t� second·highest rated pla�. on the .ating list 

'" 
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Vi!;w;!.n;!.th;!.n An;!.nd. "Vishy" ;lCce�d Ihe challenge, and an ag.�ment wa. 
signed. Unfortunately fo. both pl;!.yers, funding fOT lhe m;!.kh coI1iIpsed. ;!.nd I"" 
event was "'n«led. 

In 2000. ViswMlilth;!.n Anand won the FlOE lmod-out event ;!.nd wou crownl'd 
the n� FIDE World Champion. In his "Players' Under\a1cincf �ment with FlOE 
he was bilTTI'd from competing against ot""r "Worid Chiunpion cl;!.imanls. " The 
war between FlDE and Kasparov was buming as brighlly is eve •. In london a n� 
sponsor, BllIin Gamts, ste� foIwaTds. WIlling to sponso. a mmion doll;!.. purse 
match betwftn KasparOY and a worthy challenge... As Vishy was tied up. the ne><\ 
obvious pLa)"l'r by .ating was TIOnI! otho:r than Vladimir K.amnik - the YtT)I Silme 
pla)"l" who had bst to Aielie)' ShiTOY in the PCA Finak matth. Kramnik was invited 
to contest a match against Kaspa.DV in london for Canis title. HI! gladly acuopted. 
I·m SU1l' I don"t ha� to convey AIe�qr Shirov". views about this situation. 

Many things h;!.,,!, been written about tIw:o 200C1 match in london. ;!.nd I ha� 
nO insights to add oU I wakhed it hom af;!.r. It wou a slran9" aff;!.i., to s;!.y the 
least. In lhe fi.st plate. the match was an abbreviated one. Insted of the stan_ 
dard 2411ame contest. Gany had insisted on a 1611;!.me match. This was odd. 
gi�n that he uitir;iled fiDE so vehemently and justly over its mini-matches 01 
si� games to decide the fiDE finals matches. a.guing that he wanted to uphold 
the "tradition" of lengthy Wo.1d Champlon.hlp match play. yet his action. be· 
tra)"l'd his wo.ds. as he was cutting tho! traditional length of play by a third 

Again, I offer no in.ighh. but Cany'. play made a wodully .trange impres· 
sion. Trailing in the match. he agreed to .hort draws with lhe white pieces in 
games 9 and 13, the latter being at an espetialiy crltical junctu1l'. Games th<tt he 
absolutely had to �trive 10 win 10 'elain his crown he abilndoned with ;!. boa.d 
full ofpiecn. Vl;!.lllinir Kramnik WOn tho! makh 8'/1-6'/1 without losing a game. It 
wou a stunning rnult. The soft·spo;::en VI;!.dimir was now thTU$l: into the lime· 
light. having some very large shoes to fill. He also inhertted a waf with FIDE 
which was not one of his own making. 

The Spilt Continues 
With new actors on stage, Vladimi. Kramni1c and Viswanathan Anand, perhaps at 
long last the split «>uk! be Maled. No chance. Vladimir too wa. a hadltlonalisl 
adYOC;ltmg a lengthy ChampionRlIp duel. fiDE had It. President/sponsor and Its 
new .eguiatlons. and neither ,ide was wllling to compromise - nor did. they seo:om 
to tw... any Teason to. fotthe most part. t"" two parties _nt Ihelr" own way;!.nd 
in gene.al igno.ed the other. At one PIes. confeTence, llyumlhinDY, ttw:o fiDE PTesi­
dent, h<td a �at quip wtwen askl'd about the "BTain Games World Champiool". 
Vladimir" Kfamni1c "Maybe tt...1l' is a I'Ieps; WQrld Champion too," he obseNtd. 

GaTT)'"S car�. "AD" or "Mte. Do:o;!.th: oU he put it to me. continued to spa.xle. 
His loss to Vladimir seemed to gi� him new energy and hi!; results soared as he 
won e�nt ;!.fte. event. k�ping him ;!.t ttw:o top Dftlw:o rating list. G;!.ny was spoil-
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Ing for a rematch. In his u:mdon, 2000 agr�ment hO!' had staunchly 'e� to 
includl' a 'emakh clause, considering it unjusl lnstead, the'e WiU to b.. a Brain 
Game� "Qualifying E�nt" to bo:' stagl'd within a cmain deadline, with th� win· 
n�rbt><oming thO!' ne><l cha11eng�'. 

Lib. KiUparov before him, Kramnil< was having difficulties in staging �nts. 
Th� deadlin� for thO!' B'ain Games Qualifier pas� without anything happening, 
and then KiUparov 'aised the level of 'hetonc significantly and demanded a di· 
'ed 'emakh with K'amnil<. VladImir's respons<! was to duck such a direct chal· 
\enge and instead to point to the contract ho! signed for the london match; he 
Wiu legally bound (first) to fate a Challenger from the Qualifier. If he b�e hi. 
agreement. he could be sued. 

Eventually B,ain Games announced that in tho! summer of XI02, Dortmund, 
Germany would host the �Iifier, and tho!winne, would be Kramm.'. challenger. 
Kasparov was furious. The Qualifier would be an eight·pI"'Y"r event divided into 
two sectio<ls. There would be fou, players in eac:h section. with tho! two top. 
fin\shers from �ach section qualifying for a short. four""9"me �mi.fina1 makh. The 
two winne .. would then play an equaly shoot tour1filme final match. While twice 
iu good iu the FIDE regulations wit h tWO""9"me min;'malches, it W;lS an event that 
KiUparo... might easily fail to win. He refused to play in Oortmund. Hence. he wiu 
out of "K,amnWs cycle" and he similarly refused to play in flOE's uB·playe' 1mock· 
out affai,. The best playe, in the WOI'Id was out of two WOI'Id Championship cycles. 
The situation was absUTCI, to say the least. 

Thlos absu,dily ,emin<ls me of a strikingly familia, Kene: In tho! movie A:lttoo, 
in which George C. Scott plays the title role as the famous Amencan general ln 
WWIl. Afte' the invasion of Sicily, he is relieved of his command fo, ,triking a 
>oldier in a hospital fOT being, in his """"I, a coward. Patton raqes "'The whole 
damned world is at war and I'm left out of itl?" Such was the cas� with Kasparov. 
Wiu the'e nO WorldChampic>nship cycle in which he Could play? 

The pa'a11el with Ilobby Fische' was evident iu _11. The wo,ld's b�st playe' 
Wiu not the world Champion, even with two titles up fOT grabs. Kasparov was 
stm playing in tournaments and had the highest ra ting in the world. but stm ... 

II has always been open to pundits to claim that the 'eigning wo,ld Cham. 
pion wasn't really the wo,ld's best player. Petrosian, especially, had to suffe' 
from crities who didn't aPJIrKlate that his style was b..st suitl'd to match, ,athe' 
than tournament, play. The ans_, to such critlclsms had always been: "if you 
want the title, come and take itl" But now bu,eaucrats, lawyen and simple iner. 
lia seeml'd to be conspiring to confuse what was supposed to be a simple ques· 
lion: who was tho! ,eal World Champion ofcoo.1 

The Prague Agreement 
FI>r my part, I felt that the split in t� ,hess world had �n a terrible blow for 
cl\es;!; and professional chess in partitula,. SponsoTS we'e melting away before 
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my eyes. Many .... e.e friend, of min�. � elite tournaments f�atu.ed fewe. par· 
tlcipants. .... h�e the hTeakup of the Savitt Union and tlwe collap'" ofth� I.on Cu.· 
taln m�ant armies of new competitoT'i _.e coming foTWa.d to fight foJ a 
shrtn�ing piece of the tournament pie. Eking a c�s professional had newr 
been such hard wo.k. In the face of these cold haT<! r�alltiel;, I start�d to question 
whetlwer I wanted to remain a professional player. Once such questions ent..r 
)'OU' head, you kTlOW)'OU are in trouble. My lweart was no longer in the game as it 
had been durtng my youth. 

By tlwe end of 2001 1 decided that I would prepa� myself for reti�rnent. While 
it has always seemed to me that the che .. fraternity is famously slow to anger. 
they _re outdoing thems�1Yes as the long-suffeting split continued. Before 
leaving chen as a professional player, I wanted to offer something in return fOf 
all the wonderful gifts that c�s had brought to me - tlwe most special ofwhlch 
was m�tlng Yvette, my wife. The best thing I could imagine as a thank-you note 
.... as to try to lweal the split and reconcile tlwe chess world. , launched a new pro­
;e.:t. "fresh Start." It was a road_map fo. how all the parties. FIDE and Its then· 
Champion Ruslan Ponomariov. the Champion Kramnik and the top-rated Kas­
parov could participate in a serRS of ewnts that would lead to a unified World 
Champion hUe. "Fresh Start" was published on til<! Chess Cafe _bsit.. and ig. 
nited a firt-dorm of Interest. How _uld the partie. react? 

Firstly, , was  deeply gratified that Gany wholeheartedly endorsed the initia· 
tive. Vladimir was warm to the idea but pointed to the contract to which he was 
bound. I therefo� met wtth Brain Games Executive DirectOf, Steve Timmins, the 
other party to Vladimir'. contract, and he fully supported "fresh Start" and the 
method fOfunifiation that I had outlined. In his words, "It is the only thing that 
makes sense" Wonderful. That left flOE. Ag.ain. much to my delight. the Initial 
re;u:tion from FlOe'. Officials was positive as _11. With goodwin being exhibited 
an around it was high time to schedule a m�ting. 

� good fortune would have it. in May 2002 Bessel Kol<, then living in Prague. 
was working as Ihe Executive Director of Czech Telecom, as well as a wf�less 
spin-off. Eum-Tel. The latter. Eum-Tel. would be hosttng an �ite tournament 
event featuring all the WOfld's best playe", with one glaring absent�: the FIDE 
World Champion Ruslan Ponomarlov. Bessel Kok issued tnvItation. 10 tlwe FIDE 
leadeT'i. offering to hosllhem in Prague. President l1yumzhinov accepted the in­
vitation along with all tht hightst·rankmg FIDE officials. There would be a show­
down in Prague. 

I wrote lengthy articles On the Chess Caftwebslte that de\ailedall the Prague 
happening •. �re were a lot of bumpy moments, but at the end of the diSCl& 
sion. tlwe "Prague Agr�ment" was hammered out and signed by all parties. Bes­
sel I<ok chaired the m�tlngs and 1"m quite certain that without his sl<ms there 
would have been no il!Jre�menl The essen(e was that the fiDE Champion Ruslin 
Ponomariov would play a mat(h with Kaspamv; the June 2002 Dortmund Quali· 

'" 
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fler would produce a challenger to Vladimir Kramnik (htt< '-"ko of Hungary WOn 
in Dortmund and became tht Challenge')' and tilt winne'" of the two ma!(he' 
would have a untflcation World Champion.hip match. B,aln Gamt'l would run 
its QuaMit' and match, and FIDE would run ih ma!(h and futUTe cy<:1t •. C,iti. 
cally, tilt unification malch would be man"9� un&., the aU'lpke. of FIDE. The 
litlfo of W<lTld Champ>on was a FIDE property. The chess wo,ld had come aTOund 
in Ont big circle. All parties plotdged thei' bt� efforts 

While hope. 'an high that the Prague Ag'eement would be succtssful it 
.ttm� to TUn into l'OUblfo from the very gtl go. The sepa,ate matches we,e to 
t;lke place in 2003 <II" ea,ly 2004. with the goal of a unification match by late 
2004. In P'ague, the fIDE President pTOmised to take ca,t that tilt FIDE Cham· 
p>on Ru.\an Ponoma'iolt. who had not signed Ihe Prague Ag,ttmtnt. _uld 
support it and would play against KaspaTOll ... 

Who can say wOO is to blame that the Prague Agreement failed.? A sttmingly 
tndlo:ss series of events and pe,sonalities dashed head-on against OUr best ef· 
forts. The chain of failure was set in motion by Ru.l;ln Ponom;lrio\l. In his P\;lyt"" 
Un&.rtaldng, signed befo'e winning the FIDE World Ch;lmpionship title. lhere 
was a daU$t committing him to pI;lying a "M;ln versU'l Machine" m;ltch. He w;u 
offered $50,000 to contest such ;l m;ltch. which he consi&.red ;l pallry .um. He 
refused the offer. In his ste;ul. K;lsp;lrov played ;l match against ()np Junior in 
New Yo,k City in January 2003 fOT one mmion <k111;l ... which was peTSOnally 
guaranteed by the flOE President. Quite undeTStandabiy. this news was not well 
receiv� by Ruslan, a. he rightly felt that hi. position as FIDE Champion had been 
U'lu.-ped. HIs ,esponse was to make the negotiations for hi • •  Iated match with 
Kil!opi,ova. diffICult as possible. 

To this day I .tlll c;lnnol underst;lnd how;lny profeSSional chess grandmastt< 
COUld objecl lo pl;lying a mntion dollar malch against the g'eatest cl\ti. pla�, 
In history. As I Sl;lted at the time. I would poy fifty thousand dollan directly to 
G;l'ry myself 10 pI;ly such a m;ltch ag;linsl him 

Despite the diffICUlt negotiation. t;llcing place belween fIDE ;lnd its own 
(h;lmpion. in lOO3 fiDE ;lnnounCed Ih;ll lilt m;llch between Ponom;l'ioIt and 
KaspaTOll would tah place that June in Buenos Ai'es. I, for Ont. bre;lthed.;l sigh 
of ,elief. "All right. I thought. One match down. one match to go," Br;lin G;lmes 
was struggling to find iI .pon.o, for Kr;lmnik veTlUS leko. but I hoped Ihal once 
Iht FIDE match bt9an, the oIhtr _uld attract sponsoTS as there W;lS a great de;ll 
of sponSOT.hip bu .. about tht unification match itself. I began to worry when 
lhe Argentinean G,andmil!ot�r Mig""l Quinteros announced to the press that the 
playing-hall in Buenos Aires would not be ready in hme ami that a postpone­
mtnt until December 2003 would be best. Not at an, rtlorted, l]yumzhhlOV: the 
match _uId be held 'in Buenos Aires as planned and on schtd.ult. PaTClon� The 
local DfQ;ln;zer on the g'ouml explains th;lt they are not re;ldy and hom above 
comes Ihe command ·Yes. you ;l'el" Til;lt was a cle;l' .ign;ll of p-.obIems ahead. 
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lnd� l!we Buenos A� I'YI:'ntwas I'YI:'ntual!y canceled.. 
Within month� of the Buenos A";"s cancelation, flOE announced a new 

wnue, Y;dla, Ukraine would stage the Ponomariov wrsU'l Kaspa,oY match in 
Septembe' 2003. This sou� much mOTe ptornising to me. Rw.lan. being from 
the Uhaine. would be right at home. and now ' felt confidenllhe match would 
be played. Once mo'e. belween l!we cup and the lip._ 

While ,'m unsu� of the actual details of l!we cancelation Of the Bu� Ai,e'< 
matm, t!we �sult wa� that it played hallOC with the ptofe'<�ional schedules of 
both Ruslan and Garry. The two spent months hiring trainers while declining 
Invitations in anticipation of t!weir duel. Once the match was canceled, the play· 
ers �e left with both a loss of income and hefty expenses fOT thel, trainers. 
Once burned. twice shy - forthe Yalta ewnt roth players .... ked for and received 
a guarantee, a�lnsl theh prizes, to c�, their training cos"'. In the c......, of Po­
namariov, howl'Yl:", the Ukraine organizers cUoalt with him <tirectly and not 
th,ough the auspices of fiDE. fIDE officials were furious and the Yalta match was 
canceled. Again. who is 10 blame? What went wrong? Who knows? It just seems 
like a whole st";"s of explosive badfiring was taking place 

FIDE continued to hold its US·player lmock·()lll l'Yl:'nt. and in June lOO4 Trip­
oli. libya hosted the ewnt. A new flOE Champion. Rustam KasimdzhaOO\l from 
Uzbekistan was crowned WOfId Champion. The new champion announced that 
he waS more than willing. In fact eager. to play a million dollar match �ersUS 
Kaspa,ov. fiDE announced, in Odober 2004, that a match between 
Kasimdzhanov and K .... paTOll would be held, this time In the United ATab Emir· 
ates. Once more, I breathed a hesitant sigh of relief, as funding would not be a 
problem fOT t!we UAE. 

On the othe' side of the coin, Brain Games and the match bel�n Kramnik 
wrsus leko was faring nO better. While no failed date announcements and em· 
baI"Tassing cancelations had �n made. no p'og'css was 10 be reported eit!wer. 
Over two years pa�sed before the match WaS staged. It began Septembe, 25. 
2004 in Briss;tg<>. Switze,land. In a nail·bite' finish Vladiml, won the final game 
to lie Ihe match 7·1 and Ihus retain his title. Again. while claiming to be a tradi­
tionalist and calling fo' a lengthy Wo,ld Championship clash, Vladimir shortened 
the match even furthe,. playing a mere 14"9ame contest. two games fewer than 
in london when he had won the title. At last. Brain Games had fulfilled th part of 
the Prague Agreement, and all eyes turned back to fiDE. 

fo, the third and last time, after announcing the dates and wnue fo, the UAE 
clash, the eIIent failed to matenalize. On thil. occasion, the cause was t!we cUoath 
on NoYembe, 2, 2004 of the country'. ruler and first Preo;ident. Sheikh Za�d bin 
SuHan Al Nahyan. A king period of mourning was declared by the UAE �m· 
men!. and cultural initia� ",c.h as staging a WOTId Champion.hlp chHs 
match we'e cancet.ed du,ing thl' period.. 

It had �n quite a hat·trick of mil.ses, and Garry was running out of pa. 
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tience. There w .... a final mild scramble to «'SClU' the K .... imdzhanov venus K .... · 
paT<>\l match, ;lnd rumon ;lbout a bid hem Turkey quickly spread. It seemed the 
funding couldn't "" secured within a stipulated time-frame, and this bid abo 
fail� 

GailY W;lS angry and mystified. as he felt he h;td done e�erythtng he could to 
return to the hunt for the title ;lnd he bitterly oomplained. "They won't let me 
play." In March lOOS, with one .ound to play, GarryWilS Inding the lin;!.res tOUT­
n;lment by a full point. He had re«>nci1ed himself to the f;lct that foflowlng the 
event he would mire and he wanted to end hi!. C;l.eeT on ;l high note, During his 
fin;ll game the feaTIe'Ss ampaigneT was plagued by one oveniding emotion: 
"don't blunde • ." It w;ls a far, fa. cl)' from a (;!.ree' of brazen daring of constantly 
stri\llng for the ma�tmum result, Garry did blunde. and lost the final 93.me to 
Veselin Topalovof Bulgaria, and thetwo sha.edjolnt fint, At the endofthe 2005 
lina.es tournament G;lrry ;lnnounced his .mrement from che'Ss. The greaie'St 
playe. who eve. lived w .... hanging up his spun fo. good. It w .... ;In murtriolU 
C;lree. that onte mo.e didn"t end with ;l bitng but with a whimpe. 

Although I hild mi.ed ""fo.e him, I felt th;lt the loss to. chess W;lS yet ;lnother 
tragic bkIw. G;l'1)' W;lS bowing out while stm num"". one. in the prime ofhis life, 
;In>OolU to play ;l Work! Championship match and delight the WOTld with ;l sen­
s;ltional comebilck. Once mo...: we C;ln only specul;lte as to wmt might h;tve 
""en ifonly one of the ;lnnouncN K;lSJ>;lTOV matches had been held. 

K;lSP;!.roVS .etirement left the chess world in a sad state, It was denied thejoy 
of seeing Kaspa.ov play. and the WOI'ld Championship title itself nO klngt. 
seemed to have legitimacy, Mte. all. the title only meant something if chess play­
en a.ound the world thought it did. With multiple ;lnd eveT-Changing 
Champions, ;lnd shorte. and shorter m;ltches, the chev; world could really only 
look 10 the rating list to dete.mine who w .... "num"'" one." With _b<,;ite'S post­
ing rating changes daily, even that criterion for SUJ'f"m;l()' ""C;lme ephemeral 
once K;lSpa'OV W;lS gone, The.e could "" a diffe.ent "best playe'" almost evel)' 
d;ly, depending on the latest tOUTnament re'Sults 

The days of the structured. th.ee·ye;l. FIDE cycle and the 24.g;lme match 
played at classic ttme-controls be9an to look awfully good to m;lny pI;lyers. 

Back to chess 
Following the demise of the GMA. somehow Garry and I didn't m;lnage to pl;lY 
much with one another. At the 1988 St, John chess festival in New Brunswick we 
had p� togethe. in ;l W;lTm-UP blitz match to< the World blitz Championship, 
which w .... won by Mischa Tal, Garry WOn OUT blitz tr;lining match 7·S, with a few 
games decided On close calls On the cklck. These we.e to "" OUT last games 
ag;linst e;u:h other for quite some time 

G;lrry miued the 1990 Olympi;ld in Novi Sad In 1992 in M;lnil ... when the US 
and USSR te;lms met. Gal;t Kamsry played fint board fo. the Ameri<:iln te;lm. I 
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played board three and de<:1ined a draw offer hom Vladimir Kramnik, a de<:ision I 
_uld .oon 'eg'c! as lie won ou' game, In 1994. the US and USSI! team� dldn'l 
merl, becaun of a dreadful mid,tournament crisis by tile US leam, Had we 
played, I _uldn't ha� been paired with Kasparov either, a� I wa� scoring a gold 
mWal On boa,d four. In 1996 I didn't play in Armenia; in 19'98 Garry didn't play 
In Elista and"" skipped Istanbul, 2000 a� wei\' In Bled.. 2002 we also missed one 
another. By the lime of the 2004 Calvia Olympiad I had rc!ired. 

In I"" 2002 "USSR Yl:'T'Hlslhe Resl of the World" eYl:'nt, I captained I"" Rest of 
the World 10 victory. My report can be read on the Chess Caf� websile. After I"" 
eYl:'nI Garry invited me to his MOscow flal, where we had lea and cookies. We 
also played aoot""r 12-.game blitz se'ision. This time Carry ...on 7}',-4Yt, and j 
was creslfallen. He reminded me thai he had "improved" overhis St.John result. 
while I conh-ssed I had lost "all" of my slrength. 

OUr final Classical tournament duel wit'S played allhe 1996 VSB tournamenl 
in Amsterdam. At mher the opening or dosing ceremony, I'm not sure which. 
the sponso(s �peech was a solemn and stinging rebuke to the chess world. In t"" 
face of t"" split, and with a pointed reference to the contTO'o'tlSlal figure of the 
flOE President Kirsan ilyumzhtoov, the VSB withdrew from che .. sponsorship. It 
wit'S quite a hea....,. messago! and one 1 understood an too well In my traY!:'l. and 
various meelings with cheu sponso .. the same story wa. told again ;1nd ag;1in: 
the split was destroying sponsorship interest in c"".s. 

In the dr;1wing of lob for the VSB event t"" organize .. had ;1dOpted a highly 
original ;1pptWth. The players were Invited to punch a boxing bag hooked to ;1  
mil(hine that registered the strength of the blOW ;1nd gaYl:' the player a number. 
Joel lautier fared besl. K;lSpill'OII W;lS se<:ond ;1nd ' W;lS third. 

The following annotations were published in In,ide Ches magazine. Updated 
comments are marked "VS, 2010" at the end ofeach new paragr;1ph. 

These were my introductory remarh 10 lhe game in Iruidt C� .. : 
"PI;1ying agajn�t ellher Anatoly Karpov Or Garry Kasparov alway. inspires sp"­

clal feelings of e�cllemenl and worry. Ever since I receMd an invitation 10 the 
1996 VS8 event I had �n looking forwa,d 10 playing Garry once again. My l;lSt 
game with him was ;lS the Skeneftd Wo,1d Cup In 19891 And lhal game moved 
me to produce eight -page. of annotation. Whal would thls game bring? Well, in 
I"" first place disappointment boecause I spent most of my preparation on the 
While pieces and the drawing oflol, wasn't so generous." 

I should haY!:' punchN that bag harder. 
"Before the game, I was quite optimislic. not tosay euphoric . •  hadn"! realized 

how much ' W;lS Ioo�ing forw;1rd lo the game. II seems str;1nge 10 s;ly how WIldly 
optimistic I W;lS. !,,,,,, followed Garry', C;1ree' closely. of course. and he's won just 
about everything he's pl;1yed in. So why Ihe optimism? I can'l explain II. He jusl 
seemed wlne';1ble ;1t thi!; time." 
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G�rry �S�rvY-Y�SMr Sei,..w�n 
Amsterdam, 1996 

Queen's Gambit Declined 

Ld4 Nf6 2.1:4 e6 ).P.t) 
A victmy of wrh. l(a�pa."" �hie� away from the Classical NimlQ-lndian I'd de· 

fended ea.lie. again�t Gelfand The drawback to the text. as Gany wen knows, is 
that White loses a certain amount of flexibility against the QGO defense. 
3_d54-Nd 

A surprise, as I eKp«ted GaTTy totty a Catalan (4.g3)he.e. 
�-

Following the example p.ovided by Nigel Short, I� been experimenting with 
the tel<'( fo. a numbe. of yea.s. This way the risky lines for BIad afte. 4-Ele1 
5.Bf411 Q-0 6.e3 t5 1.dl<cS BxcS B.a3 Nc6 9.Qc:21 a� avoided 
s.Qc211 

I was "'"ty happy to see tim waiting T"I"lO\Ie. White got little after 5.0<d5 exd5 
6.8f4 c6 1.e3 Nhs. as in P;�et·5ei.awan. Donne. Memorial, 1995. The text tries for 
S-Ele1 6.cxd5 eltd5 7.l'If4 with a long-term plus for White, but prematurely com· 
mits White's qu�n and weakens the <i4-pawn. 
5 . ..cbI«l 6.t4 

The only chance to get an edge. Afte. 6.e3 C5 7.Bl<.C4 a6 we a� in a Queen'� 
Gambit Accepted with the weak Qd1·C2 waiting mow: having been played. 
6. • .c:S1.d:xcS1t 

Afte. this. White quidly gets adisadvantage. The only chance was 1451 exdS 
B.eS (B.exds a6 9.a4 Bd6 1D.BxC4 0-0 [lo...�1"111 11.0-0 h6, is fine fo. Blad), but 
Blad Can essay a piKe sacriflce quile common 10 the QGA; I.e. B.Nxe511 9.Nxe5 
Bd6 10.Qa4+ (showing the d.awbach of Qdl-(2) lo...Bd1 11.Nxd1 Q><d7 
12.Ql<dH 10«17 UBgS Rhe8 .. 14-Kd2 Ne4+. with suffiCient compensation fo. the 
sacrificed piKe. 

While this piKe sacrifice line is quite inte.esting and balanced. my engine 
prete .. 8...Ng4, com\dering the positions after 9.NxdS Ndxe5, as we" as 9.Bg5 f6 
10.eKf6 gKf6 11.NxdS hcgS 12.�4+ Nde5 1l.Nxes BfSI 14.QKfS Q><d5 15.Qxg4 
Q><es+ 16.Ele2 hSI, to be slightly faVOfable to Black. These lines confi.m the im· 
pres.\on that I held during the game: that S.Qc:2?1 was mistimed and gave up 
White's opening advantage. (Y5, 2010) 
6...1'11«S '.B-.4 Ri 9.-4 Qc71 10.0-0 Nc41 

NOW with a few accu.ate move-.. Blac� Can claim an advantage due to his con· 
trol eNer the central eS· and d4·sqUilTes. Ganyunde .. tand� an this perfectly well 
as can be seen from hil. Candidates' match with Vasslly Smyslov. Shaking his 
head and pu .. ing hts lip. in obviow dissatisfaction Gany unlea�hed. .. 
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... and left the board. The move had its intended effect in that in left me 
slunned. I had e�pected Kasparov to fight for the conlrol of the eS-squarc, con· 
sidcnng 1l.Ncz to be foKed. After 11 ... Bd6!1 12.h3 NgeS 13.N�es N�es While I. 
obviously strug.gling his way 10 an unpleas.ant posnlon. 

I had considered the text, briefly, be<ause of the fantasy mate 1l.h3ll hSll 
12.b3l Qg3 13.Ba3 NdeS, when a phone call to the Cui"".. .. Book of R� 
m'9ht be In order. 

Now I was being offered a" invitation that was �imply too tempting to refuse' 
to be an exchange and a pawn up against the PCA Champion within a dozen 
rrlCJYe!; - and with Blael<! But. in my ca\culations. I committed a cardinal sin: It 
bn"t import;!.nt what come� off the board. but what stays onl 

Hindsight being lOI10, the best chcric:e was 11 ... NgeS 12.N�es NJ<e5 13.Se2 b6 
14.Bf4 Bb7. when Kasparov con�idered Blac� to haY!! a clear advantage. "What 
are my pieces doingr' he protested afterward. 
u .... Nm 

Even now it seems incredible that . should have to adorn thi' move with a 
double question mark. . can't make myself do 1t!oO I .wn·l Stll!, thi, mOW is the 
culprit that leads to my defeat. I played in accordance with my mind.�t: Garry 
was going down, that's all there was to lll 

For the sab' of accuracy, the most precl,e m� was 11 ... Nde51 when Garry 
mast Ml<ely WOuld have played 12.Nxes (12.hxg4 N><f3+ 13.gxf3 Qg3+ is an im· 
mediate perpetual) 12 ... N�eS 13.Be2 b6, Iran�posing into the note above. The 
re;uan for accuracy in this case i5 that 1l ... Nge5 U.Be2 Nxf3+ 13.1lxf3 NeS 
14.Qe2 is a betler option for White. (VS. 2010) 



Garry /{afparov, POft-l000 

l1.Rxfl Bxfl .. U.qxfl Qxc4 14.Q&J (D�m 180) 

DIAGRAM 180. Blad< to � 

And now I began to have the first pangs of regret for my materialistic deo:ci. 
Slon. White's compensation is startlingly toncrde. I had seen the game ton· 
tinuation when grabbing the loot, but on doser examination I beo;ame awtely 
aware of White's active pletes. Again, � at what has remained on the board 
Blad is weak on the dar� squares and the c1·bishop is ready to leap into the hay, 
whel'eas my c8·bishop and as-rook won't be in the Nltle for some time . 
..... K 

No matter how I twisted the variations in my mind. I had to settle on the 
choice I had made when capturing the f2-pawn. This is what I rejected: 

A. 14-. .0-0 1S.Bh6 gEi 16.l1:d1 I1:d8 17.11:114 QcS 18.eSI NfB (1B_.NxeS 19.Qxes) 
19.Ne4-, and you don't have to be a rocket s.cientlst to count Black's survival 
chalXes In nano-seo;onds. 

8. 14-._QcS+ 15.Khl Qf8 (This was the crucial alternative to my actual choice. 
Back intends to unwind by ... f7.f6 and ... Qf8-f7. 50 White has to be qukk.) 16.eSI 
(on 16.Bf4 f6 11.Bd6 Qf7 lB.Rfl Qg6 19.Qf4 1>6, Bl<>ek is just in time fOl an even­
tual liberation) 16 ... fS 17.exf6 g><16, which is similar to the !l"me. The crudal dif­
ference is lhat here White is missing his e4-pawn. making it easier to introduce 
t .... o-knight into the game. After 18.Ne4 Rg8 19.Qq Kf7 20.SgSII f><gS 
21.Nf><gS+ may be an unnecessary sacrifice, but. in my shoes, this looked horrifJ­
"'g. 

Given t .... choice between line B and t .... game, I thought it clever to let White 
ket'p his «·pawn 

It seems 'had to expand my consciousness to include a third choice: 14 ... g6I, a 
move I hardly considered ilS it _akens 50 many dark sq .... res.. But if " m  going to 
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suffer after lS.Bh6. 1 may as well suffer with an extra pawn In hand. Theposltion 
after 15 ... f6 16.Rdl QcS+ 17.l(h1 may not be 50 agreeable. but Black's fighting 
chances are far superior 10 those in the game. (VS. 2010) 
1S.Qq7 Qc.5+ 16.ICh1 QfIl 17.Ql4 Qf7 COlalram 181) 

DlACiRAM 1111. White to PIa)' 

this is where my analysis stopped when grabbing the f2-pawn. I mlsevalu­
ated the position as being good for Black. because tile plan of ._Rh8-gII and ... Qf7-
g6 lo;:d;edqulte promising and. besides, am I not material up? 
lII_ul 

Natural and very st.ong. White Is .eady to pounce On the dark-squa.e!. Now 
the awa.enl'SS of my situation was really beginning to sink home. The mte of 
the fz_pawn was beginning to tum bitte.ly I01.lr . 

...... 
This move deserves to be sewnd-guessed as well Again with hindsighl 1B ... f5 

should have been played immediately. In that ase I retain the right to castle. For 
e><ample. 19.Qc4. as played In the game 19 ... 0-01. which is a much superior ve.­
slon of the game. (VS. 2010) 

furthermore. I should have eJeplalned why I rejected 18 ... N�es 19.N�es fites. 
which on aesthetic grounds a)on.e Is plain ugly and reason enough !Of rejection. I 
feared that the line 20.Ne4 Qg6 21.Nd6+ Kd7 22.Qd1 would be good fo, White. 
Actually, 22.Bg51 was shoogest. when Black's king is in deep trouble. One nice 
point is that 2Lh6 23.Nf7! QKf7? 24.Qdh leads loa quick checkmate. (VS, 2010) 
19.Q<4 Is 

Played with e�treme .e!uctance. without an f6.pawn the dark squares ale 
getting weaker still. while the cramping effect of the e5-pawn means that the 
d]_knight is dominated. Sut in the face of Nc3--e4-d6, this was the only antidote. 



CDrr}, KDSpDrOV, Post-2QQO 

20.115 h6 2LII\41 
Now that sinking feeling was getting WOl'se. My att",k along the g-file is n0-

where to be seen. I knew my fate was sealed. After 2l._Nf8 (the only reason;lble 
developing move) n.Rdl Bd1 n.Qc11 Ng6 24.8f6 81",10. tan hardly m�. With­
out having made any obvious enor since l1_ .. N�f2, I now-considered the position 
!jC>I>e. Not wishing to 9" down without at least creating Or\(' threat._ 
2L_QPt 

This m� doesn't help Bl"'k's cause at all. becauS<! it doesn't address the d� 
velopment problem and makes NCl-l'2·f4quite tempting (and good). Black's only 
chance was 21...KfB. trying to KUTTy for c""",. Howl"lff, the position after 22.Ne2 
Kg] 21.Nf4 NfB 24.Rdl bS 2S.axbs axbS 26.QxbS isn't e�actlylnsplrlng. 

Along with 21 ... KfB, a second superior choice was 21 ... NfB 22.Rdl Bdl. remov­
ing the pie<:es ffom the back·rank. (Usually a very good Idea.) I had rejected this 
line because after 23.Qc7, 1 thought I'd be In rugzwong. In fact. ' missed the fact 
that 23 ... Qg71 (vacating the f]-square with tempo) 24.Rd2 8,61 is possible as 
Ihere is no d8-ched:mate. All right. ' still don't like my position. but 21 ... NfS. was 
a much bette. nIO'Je. (¥S. 2010) 
n.RpI 

Obvious. yet once again I had under-estimated the stre.lgth of one of Garry's 
moves. ' had wanted to keep the rook off the d·nle and. by e><lenslon, the dB­
squa.e; :so having the rom; holed up on the gl·square didn't seem like such a bad 
deal. Now my intended attack by 22. .. b5 ll.Qc6 Rbli 24.NdSI exds 2S.e6 is a dis­
aster. li\e water from a bursting dam, white's piNes havt'fIooded Into my posl· 
tion. No time 10 nurse the pleasant dream of fianchettolng my bishop, It's time 
IO panicl walt a minute. What aboulscurrying away with my king as In _.KeB-f?­
g1-M? No. thai walks into a devastating g2-g4 shot now that 1""" forced White's 
rook to the g.file. Grwnl Back to groveling. 

A good piNe of analysis. (¥S. 2010) 
u_Nfl21.Qb41 

Ensuring that if Black tries to play .• Sc8·d}. his queenside pawns win be the 
price. 

While this mOvt' made a strong impl"ession at the time. the direct 23.Qc11 was 
f!'RTl better. (YS, KIlO) 
n •.• R8114.Ne1 b5 

Desperation. The dream of fianchettolng the bishop hasn't completely died 
15.nb5? 

Hey, what·s this? A genutne mistake that allows me to climb back in the 
�me? -You see: I told myself, "It is my day after alii" white could and should 
sluff the g7-rook back Into Its box by 2S.Nf4 Qf7 26.� RgB 21.axbs, wilen Blac� 
has nothing to 1000; forward 10 at all. 
25 ... 1.171 

Al lasl my rook is wor�ing ._ wen. like a roolo; is supposed to wor�. Whfle anno-
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tating this game. I recalled a comment motde by Evgeny B;ueev in whkh he �id 
tMt while playing K;Up;!.rO\l he ha<I the feeling tMI his p;e.;es didn't � the 
�me way ;u CarrYs. Ftlr th� liaS! OO«-n moves that is how I'� felt_ My cB·bishop. 
f8-knight g7·rook. g6-queen Mile been mute Sped<lWTS. while Carry's p>eces 
have worked wonders. hefl lhe stupid 91·rook h;u threatened me with a 92'94. 
possibility. But now my r""" is wolking_ What nexU 
16.Nf4 Q:f1 17.Rc1 

KasparO\l's nervousMSs had been betrayed by 25.a�b51 Now he hastened to 
right himself. 
17 .. .Bb7 

Soy, this move felt goodl 
1I.b.a6(Di ..... 1I1) 

DIA(;RAM 181. 81ad! to PIli)' 

2IM.8rl)?l 
The (1.!mulat!ve effect of Ion9 laboring under White's threats had taken tts 

toll on my dock and the te'" is a time-pressure collapse. I saw that 2B._Bxa6 
19.Qa4 Bb711 3O.Q><a8+ led to back·rank mate and so I wiaS loath to leave the 
rank even temporarily undefended. Black is still under great p'em"�. but 
18 ... Rxa6 Ieaves It up to White to find his win. What is harder for m� to under. 
stand is why I didn't choose thi' recapture. AI least my formerly passive pieces 
would be hard at work. 

Just to show thai It isn·t e;uy 10 pr()V� victory. consider 2B_.Rxa6 29.QbS 
(29.Nd41 Ng6 30.NhSl NI<h4 }l.N%-o- KdB 32.Nxe6-0- Rxe61 33_Q<l5+ Rc1. and White 
comes up short) 29 ... RaBI 30_Rc1 Brl3 3l.gxf3 Qg81 {introducing my � 
th.eat of mate along the g.file. i.e. _R.uhU+' 32_Kh2 Ra1 H_Bfl Rdll 34_NhS!1 
KfI'l 3S.Nf6 RJ«7 36_NxgB KxgB. and !he crisis fur Black has passed. 

'" 



A conectlon to the lout paragraph is In Ofder. My engtne re<kons that white 
can Indeed prove onctory directly after the superior 28 ... Rxa6 29.QbS Ra8 30.Nd4] 
Ng6 31.Ndxe6! Nxh4 n.NcS], with winntng threats. So while ] could ha� de­
fended better, the pos�ion wou lost. In any case. a fine win to be sure. and the 
m� 28...8><f3 n accelerates my downfall. (vS, 2010) 
29.1"') Rda7 )0 • .,11 

A devout'lting switch that caught me completely off-guaTd. ] had anticipated 
only 3O.I1:c6 Qd7 31.l1:d6 Qc8 32.Rd8+ Qxd8 l3.BKd8 RKd8 l-4.Qb6 Rdh 35.Kh2 
Rg1. with dreams of a perpetual check. 
)0...R.i16 

Missing the point ofwhite·s last move. But ] thin\; the position 15 be)oond .av\ng. 
)1.NhSI 

Ouch! That really hurts! 
)1. • .Qa n.R17 !tau 3JJ(ll Qtl+ 

Splke-<hecks ale good far the soul. 
)4.Bfl 1-o 

A wonderful game by Garry. He turned ;m inferim position into 'l be'luliful 
e><ample of how to e><ploit the initiative His slip on lTIO\Ie 25 shoukl not be 
judged too harshly as it led to 'l marvelous creation. 

Finill thoughts on C;ilny 
I'd like to share a delightful story that comes from the 2001 tournament in Wijk 
un Zee, Holland. ] was with my in·laws at the bar In the De Moliun. the build· 
ing whe .... the festival takes place. GaTTY came to me am! asked If I could.lOin him 
On the walk bac\; to his hotel. I asked hIm to give me a few minutes and indeed 
I'd jotn him. Carry didn't want to hang around the De MoTiaan too long as auto­
graph hounds; would plague hIm, SO he had a head start towards; his hotel by the 
time I retrieved my cO<ll. The night wou (Old. and snow had started to fall. It was 
daJk. 'lnd my vision was obswred by the lightly falling snow. I hurrled to catch 
up and made out two figures ahead of me and was soon in lock·step with them. I 
realiled the tM.d person was Vassi!y Ivanchuk. His voice betrayed pain. Garry 
and Vassily SJIOke in Russian. and it was clear that they were moving pie<es. 
Vassily had just lost a crucial game to Vladimir I(ramnik. A g'lme I thought he 
should have won ... 

I've often .aid that there a .... two Garrys: the Good and the Bad. The Good 
GaTTY Is beyond delightful. If there is one person in the whole warld I would want 
to represent chess and to speak to a sponsor, it ts the Good GaTTY. He is witty. 
charming, erudite and simply an outstanding spol<esman far chess. He can e�· 
tT;Kt the check .. Just as painfully, If there ts one peJSOn who should be prohibited 
from speaking to 'l sponsor or to anyone else tt Is the Bad Garry. The Bad Garry 
can be SUlly. 'lngry and rude. making the most commttted sponsor put his 
chedbook away and ron for the nearest ewit 
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As _ crunched OOr way thlOugh the snow towards the hotel I wondered 
what Garry wanted to talk to me about. I didn't wish to inteJTlJpt their conversa­
tion, ;md the only sounds w",e our crunching feet and their voices. Soft voices. It 
was a ten_minute wall< but during this time the strength of the voices changed. 
Vassily's pain slowly gave way to exct\ement. By the time _ reached the hotel 
he was comploetely "healed" and In !»gh spirits. Garry had given him the key to 
how he might have won. Vassily was delighted. In the lobby Garry and I discussed 
whatever it was, I've forgotten, and I soon began my wall< b;w:k to the De 
Mariun. 1 thought about the conversation between Garry and Vassily. Theywere 
serious competitors in the tournament. Warriors who knew one another well 
This was the Good Garry reaching OO! to a colleague and lifting him up out of the 
pit of torment we all knew so very weil l was very proud of my younger brother 
The Good Garry could be so good ... 

0 .... further story, rather an embarrassing one On my side, comes from the 
uNh capital, Prague in 2001. Garry had performed a highly impressive simulta· 
neous exhibition, challenging the Czech National Team. He won by a SY>-2Y> 
swre. He Invited a large group of people, Including me, to a celel..-atory dmner; 
there was lob ofconversatlon, and the wine flowed h«Iy. Somehow Garry and I 
started remtnisclng, and the Issue ofwhich SovIet players competed in my 1982 
Toluca Interzonal event cropped up. Garry went th'oogh the names;md included 
Arthur Yusupov. No, I COT1'ected Garry, he was wrong - Yusupov didn't play in my 
Interzonal. Garry was insistent.. and in no time we had a bet of ten Czech crowns. 
AD the ladies wefe interested in the outcome of the wager. Who was right? The 
man """o played in theevenl me, Of the onlooker, Garry? 

How to settle the Wagel? As _ an know, at every party there is one wise guy. 
SOmeo .... had brooght a laptop that had a database, and the wln .... r was .• Garry 
KaspalOv. Groan. Garry .emembered my own games better than I did, and once 
more became the center of attention from th .. ladles. Garry wore a broad smile 
and explained to me: "You know, in such thmgs I'm really very good. I remember 
all these games. The only One I do not play against In this competition is Vuri 
BalashQII. All the players we'e once on a bus going hom the hotel to the Spar­
taklad playing_hall. The players got into a big discussion, and we were all argu­
Ing over whe,e a particular game was played and who well' the players. I 
shouted out my answer loudly and people all stopped to consider fof a moment 
my answer. During this brief moment of quiet. Balasholl replied. 'Garry is correct, 
the game was played in IOUnd nine: Now everyone stopped completely. Okay, it 
is already a great accomplishment to remember the players. tournament and 
even year. But the roond?? No, no, Balashov is the exception. I don't compete 
with himl" 

I started writing this book in 2008, and now, in the first month of 2010, the 
work Is being completed. What has happened to the man of'big Ideas" follow­
Ing his retirement from chess? Garry _nt on to found an opposition Democratk 
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., .. rty in Ru��ia. '"The Other Ru�si ... " .. n.d tried to enter his n .. me on the ballot fOT 
Ru��",n !'resident. This initi .. tive WolS blocked by the .. uthoritles. All, how I re­
member our w .. l� to the theater bad in BugajrIQ 1982. where Garry explained 
how Communism w;u our ultimate destination. While Demoo .. des iUetemble, 
nmsy .. ft .. irs. the ahernatives .. re f<J.r worse. No doubt he win ilgain <J.ttempt to 
run for the Rus�"", !'residency. <J. go<J.1 th<J.t is rife with danger. Alreoldy he holS 
been j<J.ned. Ouring his few d.1ys of inurcer<J.tion he hold <J. visitOT: his ,1v<J.1 Ana., 
toly I(arpov. One wonders what they bl�ed <J.bout. Oid they croelly l<J.ugh <J.t me 
another olS they hi>d done in Mah<J. <J.nd Seville1 Or did they loo� <J.t one <J.nother 
and �h .. �e ha.nds with deep respect and mutual bemusement1 '"Than� you for 
coming. Did � bring me any chocolates?" 

Garry stays involved with the chess wOl'ld He plays sImultaneous displays as 
well as the occasional exhibition match. He recently played such a malCh with 
Anatoly t::arpov. Too. he has accepted an ass;gnment to train Norways Magnus 
Carlsen. a Mure great no doubt Garry continues 10 wrlte, including his famous 
series My Grmt PrWeQ$JQn. It is 10 be hoped th .. t he win continue his writing. 
lecturing, e.mibilions ;md Ir<J.ining. PerS(lnally. 1 would dearly love him to wnies! 
a TTIillCh with toda.ys unified ch;unpion, Visw<J.n<J.than Anand. but Ihat hope 
seems to be a lost uuse. 

� G<J.rry stated following his rapid and blitz TTIiltch victory against Anatoly 
I(;J.rpov in Valencia. Spain in September 2009: "I must ma�e this very clear. and 
people are not listening: 1 have no interest [in coming bac� to professional 
chess). Because 1 acoomptished evel)'lhing 1 wanted In the game of chess, and 
now ' enjoy it Immensely, but playing professionally is a very different thing. let 
uS not fOTget. ' am working with Magnus, and that Is my professional work. "au 
cannot combine these two things. I'm happy that I played well with Karpov -well 
11 a huge QIIe.-statement. Karpov played wme very good moves. but the quality of 
his chess was not sbbl ... wmetimes it dropped quite dramillkally. and alw his 
tim .... handling. A!. a professional pl")'l'r you know th<J.t very often your ga.me de­
pends on your opponent." 

In October 2009. wrry'� prQ\i,ge Magnus Ca.rlsen won N<J.njing. one of the 
Stlongest ....... nts of the year. by a m;uslve "+6" score. /I will go down olS one of the 
best perfOTmances In history. Playing well can sometimes be as simple olS h<J.ving 
confidence. A whole lot of it. Knowing that WIry is backing him has lifted Mag_ 
nUS. HIs conf'Nience Is riding at an all-tIme high. Further great things can be ex­
pected from him. 

Garry, what can I say that I haven't already wrltten1 My best wishes to you 
and yourfarmly. Mayyou find peace ;md ha.pptnes.. my friend and dear younger 
broth .... 

Our ureer tournament scole ends with a three wins, one loss and two d, .. ws 
re«>rd in f<J.VOT of Ga.rry 4-2. 



Ch�u Du�l>: My Gom�f with th� World Champions 

danical Gamn versus Carry Kasparov 

Seiraw",,_KoUp.nov, NikSl(:, Yugoslavia 1983: 0-1 
Sei,awan-KoUp;trav, Oub;ii, United Arab Emirates 1986: 1-0 
KoUp;trov-Seirawan, Thessalonikl, Greec� 198a: 1-<1 
KoUparov,Seirawan, 8arcelona. Spain 1989: 'h-'h 
Sehawan·KasparO'o', S�eI\eftd. Sweden 1989: 'h.'h 
KoUpalQ\l·Seirawan, Amste.d;tm, Honand 1996: 1-0 

SelJawan: one win, 1m", losses, two draW$. Classical occmo 2-4 

World Champfon Seirawanl 
Wen, that's a catchy heading, isn't It? 11 never happened. at course, and please 
e>CCUSl:' the pretentious heading, but it had been a dream, This boo� isn't really 
about my chess career, except oU I crossed paths with farmer and reigning World 
Champions. This happened often and the result wou the SIHxId games you have 
seen. At times the summit seemed close, but it wOU nat to be. 

I have been blessed with having quite a number at enthusioUtit and suppor· 
tive fans �r the years, and same may have occoUionany wondered "why not 
YoUser oU World Champianr To repay their loyalty and kindness. ' will treat this 
question :seriously, not because ' have any pretensions. but rathe. because it may 
shed same light on just what It takes to scale the very gTt:atest heights in the 
chess world. 

First at an, let me point aut the obvious. At any gwen moment, there can be 
only One world Champion (wen, maybe two or p:lssfbly three in re<ent times ... ). 
To be World Champion, you nat only have to be good -you have to be the best 
The very best. "au have to be the best both for the enthetltle match and few the 
qualifying matd>es ew tournaments that pre<ede the Big Makh. This is why in 
earlier chapters ' have often .erened to the accomplishments at World Champi­
ons in qu�;fying for their title matches, oU wen oU the successful title matches 
themselves. Becoming World Champion or even a challenger is therefore no easy 
task. 

David Bronstein wou literally almost one move away from wresting the title 
from Botvinni\:, although same have more sinister thKories about hi. drawn 
match In 1951. Paul Keres wou "the best playe. never to have become WQfld 
Champion: having been denied the chance foI- a title match by unpredictable 
phenomena such oU Tal. \I1c\QT Karchnoi lost two matches by a single p:lint The 
list at those who were sa dose goes on and an. 

The odds against any playe.- becomtng World Champion are severe, just be­
","use there are sa many legitimate contenders.. while no one would go so far oU 
to say that you ha� to be hKky to win the title, I'd suggest It is true that yau 
ha� to be fortlJnate. VQU can do almost .,."..rything right and still be denied. 
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Corry KOfPOrov, POlt-ZOOO 

That's one thing the WOI'ld Champions tend to have in common - they are at the 
right pia«' at the right time, playing their best chess. 

Bllt WOlld Champlons make their own luck. Sllre, the WOl"ld Championship 
matches have had their key moments and turning points, as have Candidates' 
matches and tournaments, but the'e has never been a Wo,ld Champion who 
hasn'l d�U!rwd 10 hold the title. 

Yes. like anyone else, Wo,ld Champions need to have the opportunity to suc­
ceed, but they a'e an unsurpassed at making the most of their OJ'?'.'rtunities 
when \h<:')' arise. roth during a gi�en game and generally throughout their ca­
ree,s. Spasskydid it the ha,d way. failing to beat Petrosian in his fi'st attempt in 
1966, then blastin9 his way th'ough the cycle to aYmge his defeat in 1969. 
Fis<:her took a shortcut into the 1970 Interzonal, and had devoted friends and 
wlleagues who saved him hom himself and managed his ultimately sliCcessful 
campaign to take the title from Spassky in 1972. Karpov, a stunningly talented 
and natulal player, WOTked very hard, and the g,eat efforts of Ihe SovIet chess 
machine to Insure his triumphs wer'" p,obably mo'e Insurante Ihan strictly nec­
essary. M to. Kasparov, like Mikhail Tal befOl"e him, howcan a force ofnature be 
stoppe(L/ 

Coing back to th", original question, I w;t$n't unlucky and I wasn't unfai'ly 
denied opportunities 01" support. I have never complained about any of that and 
certainly don't intend to start now. No, it's really simple' than thal dear 'eaden. 
To be W01"ld Champion you have to play at a conlistent lew! of tIIctl/en(t, and 
that is something that only a handful of players can do, and not always for a long 

,...., 
An analogy. Mosl golfers take good memories home after every ,ound - the 

colossal drive on th'" fourth hole, the chIp to within a few Inches of the hole on 
nine, the long putt for a birdie on the 18th hole to end the ,ound. Take your ten 
best shots and stick with them, and you're on the tour. Make that your five best 
shot';, and 1001< out, Tiger. Sut try doing that every day, every round. almost all 
the lime. No hooks into the w.:>:.>ds, no shob into the water, no missed putts. 
Maybe a few, but excellence as the norm, almost always. Near perfection. Impos_ 
sible? for most, but not f01" the �ety best. 

The same applies 10 chess. Not Just some good moves, good 9ames. 900d 
tournaments OJ good years. All of them, except for the lare lapse to show you'.e 
human. it's not that easy. 

Despite wIlat I consid ... some V<'J}' good results and many �ery nice 9ames. 
that w;t$ ultimately the little problem that I couldn't DveIWme: the need to. ao. 
solute consistency in playing excellent chess for erlended period •. hen the occa­
sional mistakes, mlscakulations and misjudgments ar'" enough to stall you just 
that one step away from the very�. Just one step, but what a big step to Iry to 
take. It Is not so much a question of not understanding a position OJ becoming 
lost in variations at a �ey moment - it's more that o� move. thaton� mom�"t of 
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in<dtenoon, that you would 10Iie to have bac', And when YOU'Ie playing against 
the very best. they don't let a chance slip away, they seize it. grasp it firmly and 
bring the victory home., 

My overall rKord with the giants of the chess bo.ud In classkal games, whkh 
I consider the "sup,""""'" test, was not so bad. You haw found the statistics at 
the end of each chapter, but hell' they are gathered \09<'Iher: 

Se;rawan verSU$ SmysiOl/: one win, one loss, three draws, S<ore 2'h-2'h 
Setraw,m verSU'l Tal: fourwlns, one draw, s<ore4'h-'h 
Selraw,m versU'l Petroslan: one draw. Score 'h-'h 
Seirawan versU'l Sp.us�: onewln, fouriosses, fivedraws. Score l'h-6'h 
Seilawan YersU'I KarpOll: two wins. four losses, seven draws. Score S'h-7'h 
Seilawan YeISUS Kaspar".,.: one win, thle<' losses. two draws. Score 2-4 

Senawan W!1'SW Caants: nme wins, twelYe losses, nfnetem draws. 
Score lSY .. 21'h 

Of the games presented in this VVOf�, including Ihe missing scores ofmy Ma· 
zatlan rapid game (dlaw) and Lugano blitz tournament game (draw) against 
Anatoly KarpOll, the total Is sixteen wins. seventeen losses and twenty-five draws. 
Again, this total su"e Is flattered by a blitz win on time /7Ver Anatoly Karpoll and 
a blitz win against 80ris Spassky. It was a pleasure and an honor to duel with the 
giants of the chess·board. Than� you one, than� you all. 



Chapter Eleven 

The Future of the World Championship 

Federation Internationale des t:d\ecs (FIDE) 
If fiDE, I� Fo.'deTation International", de') £(heo <.>' World Che$s �,ation, did 
not exist, it would ha� to � created. Ev.eryone WIIuld l<Iy. -Yes. of COUT5e, chess 
�s an international _TId (hess body." after which the argum .. nh and d;.s.. 
"greemenh would �in in earnest. The old joke that wh.:n you haYe two (h"'ls 
pla�rs the'e win be Ih,...,.., strong ..,piniom h;u some truth to it. 

To u�'stand FIDE a!>d why it has done poorly w�n measured a!l"inst the 
success of oth"" spoTting bod�. _ should start with ih history and the role it 
h;u pli1.� in world thf:ss 

The History ilnd Role of flOE 
During the 8th OlympkGames in Paris in 1924. the Frendl Chess Federation a)w 
hosted a tournament. The partidpants founded FlOE as a pIa�rs' union. not 
u,,1i�e theGMA. At ,hat time, the World Champion Jose Raid CapablaTIQI wanted 
to define the World Championship regulations with the "london Rule$.· Unlike 
SteiniU's "must-win-t""lIam,!'s: Capablanca pre(e� ·mu�t-witHiw"'James.· 
wit h draws not counting. and no stoppage at a 5-S tie 

A� tho! fledgling Ofganlzation 91'''''''. It took on tho! respo",i1:nlity of organizing 
Olen Olympiads. where national team� played against Olle another. The two­
yearly Chess Olympiads became flOE'� b,y �nt and. when �1egates from around 
the world atteflOOd. In parallel the FlOE General Assembly !TIf:eting wa� held. 

With the death of Alekhine in 1946 wilen he was stin in pos:;es�ion of tho! 
World Olampion�hip title. it seemed natural that the ne>rt event to crown the 
new kmg would be held under tho! au�pice1. of flOE. Regulations fur the wo.ld 
Championship match and World Championship cycle were carefully drawn up 
and codif.m. 
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FIDE had t,a!>Storm..:! it�1f f.om a pla�' union Into a unkm of national 
chess federations. Each fede,atkm would �nd a dele9ate to attend the Gene.a} 
As�mbly, submit motions and vote upon them. Those nations which could not 
send a delegate would giY<! thei' prowy to anothe. delegate. It is not unusual to 
have one d�at .. widding many pro�1es. When the �ral As�mbly is not in 
sessiocm. FIDE is run by its PrHident a!>d Presidential Committee Nume'ous 
committe0'5 _r .. cr .. ated. with delt.gates volunteering thei' time to �""'. FlOE 
had a sman -p.ofessional staff, but by and large reli..:! upon the national federa­
tions to bVI On """nts and coYer the fO'Sulting costs. 

From this beginning, FlOE <'I/01V<'d, and each natiOnal federation had on .. vot ... 
How wonderl'ully democratic. we might say. No one t..d<'ration is ....or.: powerful 
than anothe,_ The US VH-gin Islands ha"", the same voting rights <is Russia. the 
biggest f..:!e,ation in the W01"Id and home to the most grandm;uteu on Earth. 
wIler .. as the US Vi.gin Islands haY<! no g.andmaste' ()1" int .. mational masteu (to 
my �now1edge). and the'e a.e �rhaps a do�en people living the<e who actually 
play competitively. Immediately. we start to ha"", a sense of the gulf in the prob. 
lems that tlelst. 

Unlike the United Nations. which has a Security Council wiler .. «'min coun­
tries ha"" the right to ""to any actions, in flOE th .. G .. ne.al As�mbly can pass 
any legislation adopt..:! by a majority of the delegatH. rt... majority may have 
wid .. ly different int .... ests from those of the largest federations. For example, 
wller .. as the United States Chess F..:! .. ration (USCF) has a large professional staff 
and a multi.mmion dollar annual bud�. nearly thro:e times that of HOE. most 
national federations outside of the OECO count,ies are sman. volunto:er-bas.ed 
organiuo.tions. rt...ir needs are for chess materials. boards. :sets. cb:ks and boNs. 
as wen as tra"",l costs to ..w:nts lik .. the Olympiads. Issues such as World Cham­
pionship regulations haY<! a low priority for the majority of chess federatiom. 
whereas Scholastics and Junior Championships a� priorifig. 

flOE ta�es On many tasks and functions whioch have a tremendously positive 
impact on chess. Besides the .....ents that it stages, it has also established a W01"ld­
Wide rating system that rates events played around the glo�, There are world 
rankings for th .. top playe ... as well as for each "",moo nation. flOE has a title 
system awarding grandmaster (GM). intemational master {1M} and FlOE master 
(FM) titles f()1" both Men and Women. fiDE ratings and titles affect every profes­
sional. semi_professional and amateur player. fiDE provides chess :sets. boards 
and tIoc�s to developing national federations. tawing the richer federations and 
helping the Ie» fortunate. 

At times. flOE has issued sanctions against Individual players by removing 
their names flom the fating-list as wen as by nNOking their titles. rt...� is a coo· 
fliet at such times, as individuals are not members of flOE and, in principle, it 
should � up to th .. national federations to sanction their own players. For e�· 
ample, when Garty l(aspalOll and Nigel 5hort forfeited thO',r positions as FIDE 
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Champion and fiDE Challengtr, their Nlme5 _re removed. flom tht FIDE rating 
list, which ca� havoc for organizers. FIDE shortly afterwards rew:rsed its decl, 
sloo and reinstated tm. two playtrs' NlmES, fiDE should not boo in the 'ttusiness of 
punishing or denouncing individuals, as this can lead to petty personal politics 
of tile silliest type, 

ROE Politic:s 
At � the fiDE leadership has 'ieemed temllly in�ure, PMSing a bevy of res<;>­
lutions providing that those critical of fiDE may boo banned from chess. �rsona 
Non Grata COmes to mind - I'm not sure of the ewact qualiftattions n� and 
whether one or two norms suffke, Again. fiDE is an organization of national 
chess federations, and it has to mow: away from the business of policing indl, 
vidual conduct and tofows on its memboors, the federations, 

further personal conflicts arise in relation to big money events, Ho!re specific 
committee< and AOE's �idential Committee deOOe who hosts lucrativo! sanc­
tioned events, such as Scholastics Championships, where the prizes are mNals 
and World FIDE titles, Most participants either pay for their Ira .... l, room and 
board costs individually Or are subsidized by national federations or patrons. 
Orgarnzers of these events receWe a lar9" proportion of their budgets from the 
participants staying at offidal hotels, where amounts from room c""-rge'l are 
kic:ked back to the event's budget. as well as from entry fees and the like. Wh� 
the organizing committee< are made up of\lOlunteers, someOT!lanilers are full. 
ti� profe'lSlonals, and it is important to keep good relations with those who 
s.e� on the committees doling out the successful bids, Recently, for e�ample, 
the Turkish fedo!ration challenged the FIDE procedure'l ln civil courts and won its 
complaint At times auctions for events ha"" 'ieemed tainted and conttivft1. The 
winning bids are, sometimes, known in advance to imiders, 

Thus thtre is a constant conflict within fiDE, as _n as in national fed .... a· 
tions, between those who volunteer their time to the cause of chess as c""-mable 
work and others who seek to make chess a profession for their private, personal 
gain, This has ghlen rise to the "profe'lslonal AOE office seeker," luSt as there are 
profe'lsional politicians in the US Congress and Somate who spend decades in 
service 'ieeking re-election, th� are no tenn limits for fiDE's officers. Florenclo 
Campomanes, the FIDE Pre'lident for ""'nyyears and now "Hooorary Chairman: 
Is a good e""mpleof a "career chess politician," 

I! can be argued that FIDE's profe'lslonal politicians are the most ewperienced 
and capable �Ieto play a prominent lole In high·profile world chess events. If 
so, the potential conflicts of Interest should force them to bo! agnostic and not 
ha"" a vote when it is decided which bids for events win boo accepted, Otherwise 
it v«>uid boo like memboors of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) approv­
ing host nations' bids and then performing in paying functions at those events. 

One of the simplest and cleanest ways to avoi<! these conflicts of intel ... t is 
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fOf fiDE to grant the Ofganizational rights fur its ""'jar �s to a third pilrty, a 
commercial mganlzation that would prof�5i<>na11y ma""g.e and pelform such 
duti�, This brings us c1� to today 

FIDE Economks 
ROE is an organization of damned if you do and damned if you don't, We need 

such an organization, but its g�mance structufes ""'ke it pl'actically ungov­
emab"', It does not function as well as ....... would like, Ont simple Itason " that it 
r�ains desperattly und .. r-staffed with a .... ry sman budg..t fur �u(h an organi· 
zation. Spending is less than 0 .... million Euros a Y"ar, 

At thO' Turin Olympiad in 2006, I was supporting BesSO'I tok in his c.ampilign 
to beoome thO' FlOE PrnidO'nt, and we went to 1hO' FlOE Finance Commil:tO'O' work­
shop and �ved a detailed acoounting for thO' lal�1 finandal )'<'iIr. I can't ,..,.;all 
thO' elCact figur .. ofthO' ROE's annual bud!}el, bUI it was probably around 880,000 
furos_ I pointed 1hO' figUf<' out to BesSO'I, and h .. corT<'cted m .. , "No, sorry Yass.,.. 
You are f<'ading the numbef wrong. The balanCe! figures are usuany statl!(! in 
thousands ol hundreds." laughing, I assured him I was right. BesSO'I was stunned 

at how .man a figUf<'tho: entire RDE annual ""penditu.-..was. BesSO'I tried again 
"A.-.. you �Ultthat isn't a budgtt for a ROE Comrrritteer For .. ""mp!e, fIOE'� work 
with tho: 100" One.. mor .. , 1  reassured him that it was for tho: wholtof FIDE. s.. •. 
SO'I _nt to seek a second opinion 

In 1995. Kirsan Ilyumzhinov bo:c:am .. tht President of FIDE and remains so at 
tho: lime ofwriting (January 2010). Whil .. one might argll<' that 15 Y"a� i� long 
.. naugh fur anyo .... to be Pr�idO'nt of an international organization and to make 
hi� "",rl<. ROE ha� bo:f:n well nouri�hed by its President and has relied uporo his 
largesse_ 

Kirsan agreed in 1995 that his Russian Republic, Kalmykia, of which ht is 
Presid..nt. and its capital dty Dist ... would host the following Y"al's World ChMs 
Championship match between Aroatoly karpov {Champion by virtu.. of his vlctory 
O\I<:r Jan Timman in 1991) and hischallenger Gata Kamsky. It wa� a million donar 
match, and Kirsan paid the prize fund.. Then In 1998, Elista hostl!(! thO' Chess 
Olympiad, a much mole costly """nt fOf tht olganizers, as team. from many d .... 
veJoping nations ale hosted by tho: OfganiZtTS. Kirsan built an entire "Ches� City" 
with a "Chess PalaCe!" to �tag.. this hug.. ...... nt. And SO Kirsan became both thO' 

�ponsor of FIDE's ...... nts and its Presidtnt a� _11 . 
..... brought many nI'W ideas into ch..ss. Whtn "a hundred flowel'l bloom," 

wme inl'Vitably tum out 10 be weed� . ..... sought to set up � commerdal arm of 
ROE to take into a(count the conflicts among�t the Fl!(!eration'� politidan� 
which haw: bo:f:n mentioned a�. He creatl!(! "FIDE CommerCe!: a London­
registe...d fOf·prom company, ""'im held the right. to host thO' WOf\d Champi­
onship events. HI': poured m;nion� of do1la� into its tf<'a�ury and appointed M· 
tiom TaraSO\l as the President of FlOE ComrTleT(e_ II wa� a di!<l�lrous und.m:ak. 
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mg. TaraWol was utterly ifl(ompel�nt for the p:;>Sition he h�ld. In my �w, he 
wenl on a fr�""""�lirog spending spr� a!>d p,oduOMI nothirog. Comically. ROE 
Comm'm;", sugg""lo,d a dr""s f",aturing a blac� and wIlit", chequero,d·board de­
sign. Mercifully. FlOE Com"""r« �ntual1)i folded. 

Th'" concept of having a separat", for-profrt company running FlOE's World 
Championship eyelo: makes pemct sense, and it is a pity that KIrsan put the 
wrong person in charg",. On the other hand. th",re is something wry dubious 
about the FlOE P,,,,,id,,,nt also being the lar� sharNlolder of the commerdal 
company that holds flOE's rights to its prem�", �nts. Th'" separation of church 
and stall': has to be strict. 

Without a doubt Kirsan "yumzhinov has bl':l':n the g,,,,,,t,,,,t chess sponsor 
e�r. I recall a lundl� m New York City Just after Kasparws match with Detp 
Fritz In 2003, when we starto,d to discuss how much mon�, at thai tim",. KirS<ln 
had dl':voto,d to sponsoring ch",,$. Without including any of the costs for (hess 
City. Gany quickly counted as high as 29 million dollars and couldn·t count how 
much T"r"SO\I might haw sper>\: in the flOE (ommerceventur",. It was a stagger­
ing sum. and we both imag;!"Il':d how much diff",rent things might haw beer! had 
Ihis ll':vel ofcommitm"'nt bl':l':n kT1OWT1 in advance and had the mon� bl':l':n spent 
more wisely. 

RDE and the World Championship 
Until 199J. wIl"" Kasparov "nd Short abdiCilto,d their TO"" and went off to play 
their Championship match und .... Ih'" ausplcl':S of Ih'" _ly-formo,d PCA (a st"'P 
wIlich K"sparov lall':r described "s th", hlggest blunder of his CiI'eer" the fiDE 
match rul"" had rernailtl':(! largely intact. After Ih", firsl aborto,d match b�ween 
karpov and I<:asparov. the system had reverted loa 24-ga""" malch with the(".,.sl 
plaY""" scoring U'/> points being lhe winn",r. Th'" 24·ga""" match rulo:s were in 
effect for the 1996 Elista match between Karpov and Kamsky. It w"s th", last Ii""" 
that flOE organized a Z4-gamo: match championship. 

After Kasparov defeated Short in thelr london match. a new PCA chall",ng",r 
to l<asparov "'''''''rged: India's Viswanathan Anand. Kasparov and Vishy played a 
2O-gam", m"tch in 1995 at New York City's World Trade C",nter, a match played 
"on top of the world." "ft)" opening c",remony was hoited by Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
on the sadly ironic day of �ptember 11, 1995. KasparO\l won that match and 
retained his "PCA erown'- Most eh""s f"ns considered K"sparO\l the tru", World 
Champion but still w"nted to � the two titlo:-ho\dl':rs. kasparov (PCA) and kar· 
pov {FlDE� play a match for the unified titlo: to h"",1 the split in the chess worlei 

Instead ofbringing the two titl..,..hold""s together for " m"tch. th", flOE Presi­
denl had a different idN altogeth",r. As """ntioned Nrlioer. he unfortunat�1y had. 
th", financial resources to put his plan into o:ffect. His eOT>Qpiion was for a m"s­
sive uS·player knod..out {kOj l':W!nt mod�1ed on the Wimbledon tennis champi_ 
onships. Here the players would play rounds of short two-gam", mini.matches 

.os 



Chtu Dut/J: My Gamts with fht World Champions 

with rapid chl':'l� and blib chl':'ls gaml':'l bruking a tie. � two playen who 
reached the s.emi-finab would bejoined bythetwo "seeded s.emi-finali�h": Ana· 
tDly I(arpov and Garry l(aSpaTCN. TIle s.emi_finab would be a four-game mini· 
match. The two winners would play a siw-game final. As with all the round, of 
play, rapid chl':'ls and blitz chess gaml':'l would break any ties. The kroock...,ut 
event would haW! a rich prize-fund of five million dollars. an unprecedented sum 
for an unprecedented event in the world of chess. I(irsan was the sponsor 

TIle first 1(0 World Chess Championships _re held in Groningen, Holland in 
Dec:tmber 1997. The six-gamefinal was held a fewdays later, in January 1998, io 
Lausanoe, Switzerlaod I was a participant in Groniogen and attended the Opeo­
iog Ceremony, where Kir .... n gave an inaedib� speech. He uplained that his 
vision of a U8--player KO Wo,1d Champioonshil> would take place """-ry two years, 
aoo that he had �ited SO m�lion dollars in the Switle,laoo-bit� "World 
Chl':'ls f<.>uOOatioo" to gua,antee the ne><t ten """ots oveo the ne .. t 10 yea ... TIle 
Grooi�o KO �t was unusual io that ooe player, Karpov, was to be � 
into tht final, but in rutu'e /(0 """-Ols playe's would start f,om Rouoo One 0' 
MatchOne. 

By offermg such a large priZe-NOd. I(irsao had hoped to COil>< both I(asparov 
aoo I(arpov Into acceptiog their invitatioos ioto the ... mi-finals and. to settle 
thm diffe",nces at tht boa.d To .-ten the invitatiOn furthe •• if one plaY'" 
decli.-l to play in the s.emi-fina1s, the plaY'" who accepted his invitation would 
be seeded into lhe final di.ed:ly. /(aspa.ov ...tused hi� invitation, and the FlOE 
Champion Anatoly Karpov was s.eeded into the fmal karpov's opponeot io the 
final was ViswaMthao Aoand_ Having ju� competed in a nerve-WTading series 
of mini_matches, he faced a well-'I':'lted Champion and lost a .apid chl':'lS tie­
b",ake<_ Chess fans knew this was extremely uobir to Vislly. 

In the ne><t 1(0 event. orgaoized In Las Vegas. Ka.pov was absent, a.guing that 
the event unduly iofnngftl. upoo his "two-Y"ar" rrign as World Champioon and 
refusing to play. � "",,0 filed a (omplaint with the Swiss sporn OOdil':'l - a .e­
markabJo. "' ... ofbiliog the hand that feeds you. TIle ROE KO World Champion­
shil> evenls would chum out a new Champion at each outing: Russia', Al"",ande< 
Khalifman in 1999; India's V�wanathan Aoand in �OOO; Ubaine's Ruslan Po­
nomariov in �oo�; and Uzbekistan'S Ru$lam /(asjmdzhanov 10 1004 __ . 

Why did GaTT)' Kasparov .ef\lse h;' invitation to the initial highly lucrative KO 
"""rrtl He correctly sfated Ihat such an �rrt fe. the highl':'lt tit�in chess cheap­
ened the title, a� such KO events ......,.-e "lotteries", giveo that allY g.andma�e. on 
allY gi""", day could upset allOther. He was pr""cn right. Chess is llOt ieoms and. 
10 all the FlOE KO """ots, ooly 0l>0!! has the highest-rated player, Viswanathan 
Anand. won. The wiooe. of the 1(0 eveot was the "flOE World Champion" in titJo. 
and CfOWTled as such acco«Iing to tile rules. but the chess public didn't recognize 
the winr>ers as the best playe< In the _rid. According to its W!ry own FlOE Elo 
rating and ranking list. the oumber OTM! plaY'" was Ga.ry I(asparov. /(aspar"" 

"" 
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would famously ma'� t"" cruel comment that "the ROE Champion should get 
an invitation to pliIy in Linar�.· 

Further oonl'luion ar� when, in 2000, ka�paroY's PCA folded and a new 
sponsor. 8rain Gam�. surfit(ed. as hiU already �n mentioned. It hosW a 16· 
game match in London between Kaspa...,... and kramnik, which kramnik won in 
an upset:. In 2004. I(ramni' defended his title in 8ris .... go, 5witz�rland by tying a 
14-gaTnO! match against his challenger. Hungary's Peter leko. It �med that 
there were three players who were the ·world·s btst,· Vladimir Kramnik by vir_ 
tue of his match victory over Garry KaspaTOll. Kasparov by virtue of his high�t 
ranking in Iht world and the FIDE to title-holder. But who was the ·World 
Champion?" Whilo. I perronally favor� Ihe claim of tramni\:' despite lhe ever­
shortening length of the ·champ;onship· matches. chess fans pin� for a resolu­
tion to t"" co"flict5, and chess �ponWfS continu� a quiet e><Od.us. 

Afttr I"" f"st highly-paid FIDE KO """nt, late, �uch contest. ran Into financial 
problems. In Granlngen, KiTian had txplain� hi� payment of 50 million dollars 
into tht World Chess Foundation for t"" budgets of ten ...... nls, but that money 
�med to ha� go� missing. In 1999, at the fIDE las v�as KO ...... nl, thtr� 
were a num�r of boun«d che<;:ks, and the winner, Khalifman, wait� �al 
months for his prize. In time it was paid in full. Subsequent to ...... nls were not 
as lucrative as the first one. 

The R«8t History of the World Championship 
Aftt' FIDE Commt'ce faded away and thl'! bloom of the 1(0 Championship had 
WOrn off, fIDE changed the fonnal for determining the World Championship in 
2006. San lui., Argtntina wa� to host an tight·player double·round robi" tour­
nament. The win"tr would � the new FIDE World Champion. The FIDE KO 
Champion, lillstam kasimdzhanov, played to dttend his title, along with the 
highest_rat� players in the world kasparov had retir� in March 2005, wht,eas 
Vladimir tramnik refused to play in the tournament, insisting that a match for­
mat should deterrninf! the title of World Champion. 

A question a�ed was why such a competition for the high61: title in chess 
>WUId � so different flom a Dortmund. tina� or Sofia high.category """"l In­
deed. such private tournaTnO!nts often featur� doubJe.round robin formats of I"" 
very high61: rated players. The "Tn)'Stique" of what made the World Chess Cham­
pionship title would � missing. It is precisely thanks to lengthy matt:h play lhilt 
the title of World Chess Champkm is SO prestigious. It is the one ...... nt that sepa. 
rates it� from every other type of chess event. lengthy match play for the World 
Championship crown is u,,>que. and from such competitions legends are creaUd 

In 2006. Sulgaria's Veselin TOJIalov won the San luis event and becaTnO! the 
new FIDE Wo.1d Champion under its nf!wforrnal. Topalov's aedentia!s as World 
Champion we.e impe«.able. He won San lui-< in dominating fashion and was the 
highest-rat..d player in the world. following Kasparov's .etiremenl Topalov's 



Chtu Dutis: My (;omts with tht World Champions 

managtT, Silvio Oanailov, was delighted with t� out�. "Why do WI!: n� 
matches?" ht as>:ed �. "The t()ll",�nt format is much bett�r." It is r�ally 
quite sad w�n \ead�rs in t� chess woorld ar� so utttTly duelo;ss as to what 
makes chess special and why it capluro;s t� imagination of th� g��ral public. 

The fiDE President introduced anothtT "innovation" into t� struggl� for t� 
World Cham-pioonshlp title. As fiDE re<:eives 20 ptrc�nt of t� purse for tit� 
_nt., Kirsan opened the door to potential challengers. If a Z700-rated playtT 
could find a sponsor fof a million dollar prize fund. a challenge could be issued 
This waS a thrOW-back to th� daY' of St�imtz, Lask�r, capabla",a and AJo.khlne. 
Th� Azerbaijani sensation Teimour Radjabov found such a sponsor in his oiJ..ri<h 
nation, and it seemed that t�re was a Topalo\l "",sus RadJabov match in t� 
offing. Although that WOUld be a fin� outing for both players, t� cht» world 
longed for an �nd to t� schism. 

finally, in October ZOO6, Topalov challenged Kramnik to a U-ga� match to 
unify t� tit]" and end t� split Th� contest was �1d in Elisb. and reu:ived 
worldwide toVtrag� for what Aett Street dubbed "toilet·gate: Kramnik forfeited 
a 9i'mt! wIltn his toilet was locked by a decision of t� Appeals Committee and 
he nearly walked out of the match. In the end, when t� forf�ited gall1t is in­
cluded, the match was played to a 6-6 tie. A f01Jr-ga� rapid chess lie-breaker 
was used to det�rm;ne the outoo"", of the match: Kramnik won 2'1>·1'1>, and t� 
schism in the chess work! was over, but tm. hardly solved t� problems of the 
World Championship. 

The player contracts fOf th� Elis13. match required that the winner of the 
match defend t� tit� in M�xico City in 2007 in the sa"", eight-player double· 
round robin tournament as held in San luis. Arg�ntina. If the winner in £Iista 
(Kramnik), did not win th� event in Mewico. he would play the wmner of the Mex· 
ioo tou",a�nt a match. This clause was quite a tricky one fof Vladimir Kramnik. 
MttT an. he had champ\oT>ed the match format for determining the WOfld 
Championship titJo. and he would now put at sta� the World Championship 
crown by playing in a toumament formal Viswanathan Anand won t� M�xiro 
City doubJo.·round robin ahead of Kramnik to be<o"", the new FIDE World 
Champion. It was the second time that Anand had earned the FlOE titl�. having 
onC<! won the KO ew:nt.. Anand and Kramnik squared off to play a U-<Jame 
match In Bonn, Germany in 2008. Viswanathan Anand WOn t� match and is 
justly considered the undisputed, unified champion of the world today. Whewl ll 
has been far too long, but the schism k finally ow:r. 

Following Kasparov"s lead with his PCA matcho:s. fiDE has similarly headed in 
the wrong direction as regards th� Jo.ngth of th� WOI'ld Cho;ss Championship 
match. The 2008 Bonn match was for t� best of 12 games, half the distal>C<! of 
the �pic matches that made the giants of th� past and Wl!:re responsible for cre­
ating their legends. Bonn was a fantastic _nt which was simply too short.. I un· 
derstand economic realities and that O'9"niring matches iscoslly, but ifso much 

'" 
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is goi"g to be spe"t why do it fo. a tW'H\le�k �"I whe" � long.er �"t is not 
that much 1TIOf� costly? I'd strongly u.ge FIDE to bri"g back the 1411amt Wo.id 
Champio"ship match fi�tures. It takes the public sew:.al weeks to reali�e a 
World Che1. �1It Is �" bei"g staged, and if it Is over before that awarel>l!SS 
has set in, tho! spo"sor will lose the �ttenda,,1 windtan ofi"terest. 

Wh;1e FIDE was orga"lz;"g �ght-pla)lf!r double·round robin tourna...,,,t. 10 
dele""i"" its title·holder as wen as matches, it had found a ""w spo"sor for tho! 
1(0 �"t, which cha"� ""..., to the "World Cup." The oil rich dty of khanti· 
Ma"si;sk i" Russ;a played host to three consecutive Wo<ld Cup events. The 2008 
wi""er waS A...,rica's Gaia Kamsky. fiDE decidtd Ihal Kamsly, the Wo<ld Cup 
Champion, would play a match w:uus aulgaria's Veseli" Topalov. tho! higho!s!:­
ra"kM pla)lf!r on tht FIDE Elo rating list. I" 2009. Topalov WO" the match i" Sofia. 
Bulgaria a"d tamtd the right to chal1enge Ana"d to a title match to be played i" 
Apn\ 2010 in Soft ... Bulgaria. That is who!rtmatteu sla"d today. 

It is a" un(\tutat"""""t to say that from 1993 to today tho!rt has bet" a hug.e 
amount of w"fusion i" tho! chess world. fiDE has mi"ted as ma"y Wo<ld Cham· 
pio"s i" a siK')If!ar period as thorn! were I" the first 60 )If!ars. What has happened 
to the FIDE cycle for creati"g a Challenger? Sadly. matters art still clouded I" 
1007. FIDE deOded to lau"ch a sen.-s of high·profile Grand PriK tve"ls modeled 
0" the GMA World Cup�rrts. Tht Grand Prix wi"""r was supposed to bKome 
the fi"alist i" a match to produCt ttlt Challenger. At tho! 2008 Olympiad in Dres· 
de". tt... rules were cha,,�, during the £yeli'. This led to the withdrawal hom 
tht Gra"d Pri� of two top-ra"ked pla)If!T" the lJlCs Mickty Adams and Norway. 
Mag"us Carlse". It stems that FIDE W\luld like to orga"izt a Candidates' tour· 
""...,,,t of tight players modtltd 0" Sa" luis. tht win"er of which would chal· 
Ie"gt the wi""". of the A"""d·Topalov match; .ath�r tha" have tht G.a"d Pri� 
wi""t. play a match with the World Cup wi""er as was origi"al1y a""OUl>CM. 

We now have a cyclethat features a Gra"d Prix of classical round·robi" tou.· 
"aTTll':"ts. a 1(0 event who!re rapid and blitz games oft�" determl"" the outwme 
and. fi"ally, another eight·pla)lf!r double-round .obi". with wIlo knows what 
t;�"trols, al1 to produce a Challenger oYer a twc-)If!ar period.. In t .... mea,,­
time, the World Champ;'"" presumably the greatest draw j" chess. silS outside 
of thtst rompttiticms to await a rival. 

It is hard to txplai" the FIDE cycle to the non-che .. public. especially when a 
grandmaster li�� rut dotS not undtrstand the """,r-changing rules. (Tht rules 
may shift from Ont FlOE Gtntral Assembly �i"g 10 a"othe •. ) Thert has to be a 
better, more efficie"t system. l"ht Worid Champio"ship Committee has crtated a 
camel i"stead of a horse 

Suggestions for fiDE 
I win return to the topic oft .... World Championship i" a mom"",t, but first I will 
make what I hope are SOffiI! const.uctive suggestio"s for FIDE 

'" 
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While an the above i� a pretty hanh indict"",nt of a Federation that acts 
wmy-nilly with ih own crown jewel, there a.e � ext.aordinary posit� 
FiTstly. and moo;t importantly. tile rul� ofclles. a.e univenal. Whttllerwe play a 
ga"", in China, 8ra�il or in Europe, lIIe rules a.ethe $arne. This i. a huge benefrl: 
fo. chess. If """ take tile sport of bit�kttban. fo. eumple, the rul� are diffe.ent 
fo. lho! College ga"",. lIIe World Champion�hips and for tile National 8asketbitll 
Association (NBA). Che-ss has benefit ed enormou�ly hom FIOE's efforh to codify 
tile rules of play. Secondly, FIDE title-s p.ovide a great service to tile .ecipients. 
giving recognition as well as tho: honors that th� deseow:. Thi.dl)i. fiDE doe'< a 
very good job of pub!Ming and updating lho! rating lists in a prompt and tidy 
fashion. This work is (\One from an office in Elisla, and pLa)'<'rs and organizefS 
benefit enormously hom it. lastly, whereas at one Ii"", fiDE depended upon l(ir· 
!<In, ih Pr�ident. for being tile primary sponsor of �nts, his role has becomt a 
�ponw. of La�t 'esort, which is very healthy for the organization. It would be bet· 
te. stm for him not to have to �p:;>nror chess -nt. at an. and for tht �nts that 
ROE !<Inctions to .tand on tllei. own in a f • .,.,..ma.1:et �)"Item. 

How win FIDE ..,....;>1ve? Whal wm it do in tile futu,..,? One Ihing f.om which 
FIDE could benefit is an �rhaul of its governance structu.e. Thi. is not !>!!«S­
sarilya can for a "Serurity Counal: but 'lOme power·sharing needs to be intro­
duced whereby the larg�t federations have a greater!<ly in Issu� that affect 
Ihem dilectly. Tho: players must alw play a stfOTl9f!r and more supportive role In 
the rules and .egulations that affect tlleir livelihoods. � must "'"9"9" tllem· 
selves in Ihe committees that detennine tile World Championship (cycle) regilla· 
tions. Tho: attitude of moo;t professional pla)'<'T' has been towait to .ecrive their 
invitations to �nts and to _igh th"", as to wheth.,.. or not it i� in their interest 
to accept o. de<;Hne. Tho: pla)'<'TS mu�t understand that th� have a respon�ibi1ity 
to in.ure that lhe cy<:le'� rul� and ''''9ulalions a.e in tile best int.,..�ts of an 
stakeholdefs. They mu�t playa far mo,.., active fole in tho:ir own affairs. 

To this end. the pla)'<'.s have gotten togelher to cfeate tile Association of 
Chess Prof�sionals (ACP). a loosely-knit gfOUp of pla)'<'Ts who sha,.., their views 
on tile cycle. time-cont.ols. changes to tile rule-s and the like. While not a. pres­
tigious as Ihe GMA. it is playing an imp:;>rtant fole and desel'WS tile strong .up­
p:;>rt of profe-ssional pb),<,rs, as well as of ROE. It Is only through dialogue 
founded on mutual respect btlween the pla)'<'rs and FlOE', officialS that chess 
can advance. A strong partntr..hip bas-ed on trust and goodwm has to be forged. 

In passing, you w111 recall the 6S'h-60'A l/OIe at the GMA m"",]:)en' m�ing in 
Murda that determined Garry's WaT. Today, a milestone has been passed - tile,.., 
are now over 1,200 chess grandmasters worldwide, a ten·foId increase. t recan 
one of tile platfonns on which Camp:;>manes campaigned in 1982. He wanted "A 
(h�� gfandmaster for e"",ry federation." AI lhe current .ate at which FIOf i� 
awa.ding g.andmastef titles. it seems that the US Vi.gin I�land� w111 not have to 
wait much long.,.. 
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Common sense dictates that when a cycle Is started it should be completed 
according to the .ules in fooce at the beginning of the qode. Changing the rules 
midwa� Is simply ridiculous. It would be a great step foowaods if two and possi­
bly three c)'tles couid .espect the same foomat. and one that the "",,-<hess world 
tan easily follow and undeostand. 

Anothe. pet peeve of mine has to do with the promotion of World Champion­
ship events. The match in Bonn in 2008 was .....,'Y _" attended and, indeed, de­
spite high tidet prices there were numerous sen-out days. That .eflected a job 
_11 done by Univeosai E.....,nt Promotions. the compan� which hosted the event. 
Vet I·....., seen photog.aphs of the aud;ence at other major events which, to put it 
mildly. were emba"a"lng. It is vital that prominent. major events have large 
audiences In the playing-hall wakhing the game. To this end, it would be a sim_ 
ple matte-rto ha� one-day. two-day and three-day sd>olastic events. simultane­
ous uhibitions and even a rapid chess open event played alongside o. prior to 
the major competition. Participants in these side events would then flow into 
the playing hall to watch the masters and spare us such unflattering imagery of 
an empty hall. How _n I remember being trapped in the 1979 Riga playing han 
- • ... more crowded than a bus in Kiev!· Such crowds are what sponsors and play" 
ers adore. How marvelous it is to play before a packed house. 

Besides an overhaul of Its govemance structure. FIDE needs to take a closer 
look at it. own meetings and committees. There are numerOUS 1"Ileetings that 
entail endless tedious di\.CU"lons with little outcome. "lDI.s ofta", but little ",0-
gress· best sums things up. FIDE needs to 01" its own commltt�s and narrow 
the scope of interests into a select few. and then give those committees an ade­
quate budget to put their plans and ideas into effect. Streamline the process and 
focus on the important issues. Milestones should be created and measured 
Coals should be tallied by one-year. thr�"year and rove-year progress reports. 
Ineffective committees should be dissolved. whi)e successful ones should be 'e­
warded with Increased budgets. 

In OUr digital age. the Internet has become a marvelous blessing mthe chess 
world. While It is true that attendance at dubs has been hurt, this is largely due 
to the Internet chess servers that provide opponents at any time of the day or 
night. Internet audiences watChing Ii....., major events continue to grow. Chess Is 
perfectly suited for Internet audience viewing and participation. Ted questions 
tan be typed to a host. who prOliides an audio and even video deSCtlption of the 
action in real time. If this audience (>I.n be properly monetized for sponsors and 
adw:rtisen. interest in chess as _II as the lfvelihoods of its professional players 
will be assured. My overa" penpective ;'; that the FIDE leader�hip has lagged be­
hind In utilizing the new teclmolog� that is emerging. This is not ne-cenarily a 
bad thing. as it Is oftentimes better to be late than to be a pionet' •. but l"d sug· 
gest a greater emphasis on this opportunity. 

Lastly. (d strongly advise the FIDE leadenhip to think in terms of an ·Awards 
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Dinner." Such an annual event would be an opportunity to recogntzt: out­
,tanding effort. by volunteen and professionals and to double as an annual 
fundraise"<. The goal would be to rai.e one mmion dollan a year through the auc· 
tion of mementos and service. of playen to perform lectures and simultaneous 
eKhibitions. These funds could be used to a"i,t deYelaping federations as well as 
committees. Again, it h ,trangly in the int,nests of professional playen to en· 
gage in charity wmk. By giving back to their ,port, happily, their image is en· 
hanced and achild's joyful smile is a soulful reward. 

The World Championship 
In days pilst, che$s fam could while away thei. time arguing about who the most 
worthy o. likely Challenger might be and whether the Wmld Champion would 
keep the title in the inevitable match. Everyone had a favorite player, just a� 
�port� fans have a favorite soccer, football or hockey team. Opinions were varied, 
but one thing was not in doubt - the legitimacy of the Wo.1d Champiomhip. The 
playetwho held the title was World Chompio"" and if someone wanted the title, 
it had to be taken. Many thought Fischet was the strongest pLayer In the world 
after his devastating run th.ough the candidate,' matches In 1971 (and they 
were right), but until he beat 5pa .. q face-to-face, he wasn't the World Cham­
pion. Had Bobby ",ot finished their match, he wouldn't have been World Cham_ 
pion -nO Ih, and, Or buh. 

The chaos at the highest levels of the chen world h<u been the re.ult of sev­
eral factors. whM;h together de�troyed the Iegitimaq of the World Champion�hip 
for a number of years. 

The ,. .. �t factor, of course, wa� the schhm in the chess wmld which resulted in 
there being a "World Champion" and a "FIDE World Champion." This was a dlSM­
trou� development and brought chess closer to hoKing than anyone could ever 
have wiShed. I have said enough about this already, and it seem, that problem 
may be behind us. 

The second factor was the ever-changing format for deddlng the World 
Championship. I have recounted the history of the World Champion�hip. The 
"Steinilz rule," (first to win ten game,) workN well enough when chen theory 
was less well developed and decisive game. were more frequent. A$ draw� be­
came mOre common, the -lDndon Rule,- (flr�t to win �il< game.) we.e intro­
duced. The format. varied In the 1930$, but after a unique wo.1d Championship 
match-tournament in 1948 to find a new Champion after Alekhine·s death, the 
match format settled down to 24 games. draws counting. with the Champion 
retaining the title at 12-12 

Thi� format la�ted wme 10 years. until 1972. F;sche. sought to reintroduce 
the Steiniu rule. for the 1975 match, and in 1978. 1981 and 1984 the ·shorter" 
London Rules were used. The 1978 Ka'l'O"-KOn;hnoi match and especially the 
aborted 19114·85 Karpoll-Kasparov match showed that chess had changed and. 
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regardless of the match rules, draM did count. They took their ton on the playeD, 
the organizers aJ>d the fans. Unlimited matched just didn't work. 

And sowe returned Iothe 24.game matches. aJ>d Kasparov and Karpo:>v produced 
some wonderful chess using that format. The matches were close, eMcttmg, and had 
a ftl<ed end..:late, Kasparov held on to the title again and ag.ain, and was World 
Champion in every respect Thm the wheel< came off, Knock..,..t tournament., dou­
ble·round robins, 16.game matches, 14-game matches. 12.game matcl1e$... hen 
without t_ World Champions, many chess fans COUldn't help but wonder whether 
the pla� who happtned to win such an event really de$e...ed to be in the Pantheon 
with Steinm. taslrer, capablanca, AJekhlne and all the otheT greats. 

The third factor hu been the attendant collapse of the th!'ff.yea. Wtl.ld 
Championship cycle, Qn.e theme of this bo<lk h<u been just how diffirult it is to 
become World Champion, A proper match is a grueling undeltlking. both in 
terms of preparation time and the match itself. Oon't forget, you are playing 
against a very strong opponent for the highest stakes. It is unreasonable to ask 
playeD to go through this ordeal mo.e than on-ce every three years. but it Is 
equally unreasonable to make contendeD wait for more than tlrree years. , think 
the historic three-year cycle was just about right, balancing the right of the 
Champ;.on to enjoy the hard-won title against the lights ofpotential challengers 
to have a shot at the title, Shorter, mote frequent matches are no subotitute, and 
tournaments a,e worse. 

To restore the luster to the World Championship, fiDE and the leading players 
much learn f,om hMOf)' and act accOl'dingly, By doing so, the legitimacy of the 
World Championship title wm be assured, The concept of a World Champion de­
fines chess m the publk eye and is the 1tey to sponsorship and public recognition 
and partidpation in our sport, 

Tothi-send; 
1. Wo.1d Championship matches should be 24 g.ilmes, draM counting, with 

the Champion retaining the title at 12·12, No rematch, 
2. The system for deciding the exact dates and site(s) of lhe match mU'lt be 

hansparent and fair. 
3, Championship matches should be held every th.ee yea� no more and no 

less. If the Champion refuses to play, the challenger should be awarded the title, 
4. A fair qualification system must be established The Interzonal system 

broke down with the ever-increasing numbe. of sbong players, but the Conti­
nental Championships. as well as the rating lisl, p,,:rvide an opportunity for an 
open, Inclusive system, 

S. One teil$Ol'lable approach is a double-round robin Candldates' tournament 
fOl' the Continental winners, World Cup finalists and the top three rated players 
in the world (apilrt from the .eignlng <hamplon), with the winner 10 play for the 
Champ;onship. Another is to ha.-e the top four fini-shers play shorter (12-game) 
Candidates'mat<hes 
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Innovative? Not reany - but ches players and fans are steeped in hbtory, and 
hrstorical continuity h<u an important role to play In the perceptions of the ches 
and non-chess public_ FIDE and the players "fixed" something that wasn't bro­
ken. There will stm be strong invitational toumaments, non-title makhes and 
other events. That's good for both chess and the prote.sionals who play it at the 
h�hest levels. But the World Championship rs the glue that holds it all together 
and. in that area. organi�rs, sponsors and players should restrain their creativ­
tty. The World Championship "W<lrked" for many years. and can W<l.k again. 

The Wortd Champion 
I'd like to close wlth a few wor& of respect, appo-eciation and admiration for 
Viswanathan Anand, todays unified World Chess Champion. In my view, Vlshy 
d�TVes recognition as the fourth greatest cheu player ever. Consider that he b 
the only World Champion in history to win the title from a knock-out event, an 
eight_player double-round robin tournament and by a match. Quite a trifectal 
Besides these feats, for the bette. part of 20 years he h<u been in the world's top 
handful of rankf:d players and al various times has been number one and. du.· 
ing the KasparOll years, a close number tW<l_ He brea.;hed tile 2800 .-aling mark 
after Kaspar"". He has a fantastic: toumament and match record of which any 
Champion would be justly proud Should he continue to perfonn as well as he 
has, by defeating V�lin Tapal"" in their 2010 match, he would eam my recog­
nition as being the third greatest player in history. Should he keep up wch win­
ning feals for five years. he may wen earn the best player ever moniker. It will 
take an enormous effort for him to sUCCffd, and I wish him well wlth all his en­
deavors. 

Finally, tongue In cheel<, I tum over the mi'te to Nigel Short. from a recent in­
terview: 

"Vou are standing for the post of FlOE Deleqate in the forthcoming English 
Chess Federation elections_ What made you decide to enter chess politics, and 
what are your intentions in case you win?" 

"If elected, I intend to uphold the fine English t.-aditions of secrecy, uncom­
municativeness, obduracy, ignorance and utter contempt: for the interests of 
those whose livelihoods I will affect by my \'(lte. And I shall exhibit a 9'lrgantuan 
appetite for junketing - my .-aison d'etre. As to why I have decided to enterChen 
poIitk:s, sufflce it say that ' am not entirely satisfied that the interests of English 
Chess are best represented by OUr current Delegate." 

Nigel won hi. election. 
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