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OPERATION b<OUBLE CHECK
A novel of chess, intrigue, anthrax, poker, and 

politics, pitting Kevin, Luke, and Natalie against 
three Russian diplomats, each named after a 

renowned Russian grandmaster, in a contest to 
save the Cherokee National Forest.

OUBLE CHECK

DOUBLE CHECK



2023 Grand Chess Tour

CA RU ANA W IN S  TH E FIRST EVENT, SO SHARES S EC O N D  PLACE

SUPERBET CHESS CLASSIC Bucharest, Romania, May 6-16,2023

The 2023 Grand Chess Tour started in 
Bucharest, Romania, with a 10-player 
round-robin tournam ent, held from  
May 4-16, 2023. After nine rounds of 
classical chess, American grandmaster 
Fabiano Caruana emerged as the 
outright w inner of the event - with a +2 
score and undefeated! It was certainly 
a confirmation of Caruana’s fine form 
as he gained 8,9 rating points - which is 
quite an achievem ent for such a strong 
tournament,

The other U.S. player in this event, 
grandmaster Wesley So, finished in 
shared second place with a +1 score, 
and a 4.6-point rating gain.

Rk Name FED Elo 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Pts TPR
1 Fabiano Caruana USA 2764■ 1/2 1/2 1/2 j Vi 1 Vi 1 Vi 51/2 2836
2 Wesley SO USA 2760 Vi ■ 1/2 1/2 1 Vi Vi Vi Vi Vi 5 2800
3 Richard RAPPORT ROU 2745 'A 1/2 ■ 1/2 Vi 1 Vi Vi Vi Vi 5 2801
4 Anish GIRI NED 2768 M 1/2 1/2 ■ Vi Vi Vi 1 Vi Vi 5 2799
5 Alireza FIROUZJA FRA 2785 Vi 0 1/2 1/2 ■ 0 Vi 1 1 1 5 2797
6 Jan-Krzysztof DUDA POL 2724 Vi 1/2 0 1/2 1 ■ Vi Vi Vi Vi kVi 2761
7 Maxime VACHIER-LAGRAVE FRA 2741 0 1/2 1/2 1/2 Vi Vi ■ Vi 1 Vi kVi 2759
8 Liren DING CHN 2788 1/2 1/2 1/2 0 0 Vi Vi ■ Vi 1 4 2711
9 Ian NEPOMNIACHTCHI RUS 2795 0 1/2 1/2 Vi 0 Vi 0 Vi ■ 1 31/2 2673
10 Bogdan-Daniel DEAC ROU 2700 1/2 Vi 1/2 Vi 0 Vi Vi 0 0 ■ 3 2638

Carlsen edges out Duda in Poland, So shares third place
The second event of the 2023 Grand Chess Tour was held in Warsaw, Poland, from 
May 19-26, 2023. Norwegian grandmaster Magnus Carlsen won the tournament 
with a combined score of 24 points out of maximum 36, demonstrating astonishing 
blitz skills to edge out the local hero, grandmaster Jan-Krzysztof Duda, who 
maintained his lead until the last day of blitz, eventually finishing a point behind
the winner.

Ten elite grandmasters competed in t 
followed by a double-round-robin blitz 
were: 2 points for a win, 1 point for 
a draw and 0 for a loss, whereas the 
blitz portion had a standard scoring of 
1-V4-0.

The most memorable moment of 
the event happened in the very last 
round of blitz, when Carlsen had a full 
point lead and the white pieces against 
Duda. The game was a full-blooded 
affair with many missed chances by 
both players, eventually ending in a 
draw after 124 moves!

round-robin rapid format (G/25+10), 
portion (G5+2). The scores for rapid

FIN A L  STANDING S COMBINED

1. Magnus CARLSEN (N O R )...................... 24
2. Jan -K rzysz to f DUDA (POL)................... 23
3 -4 . W esley SO,

Maxime VACHIER-LAGRAVE (FR A ).. 211/2
5. Levon A R 0N IA N ...................................20 '/2
6. R ichard RAPPORT(ROU)........................18
7. Anish GIRI (N E D ).......................................15
8. K irill SHEVCHENKO(ROU).....................13
9. Bogdan-O aniel O EAC(RO U)............. 121/z
10. Radoslaw W OJTASZEK(POL) ........... 11
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FIDE RATINGS
on June ‘1, 2023

SEVIAN SHINES IN ARMENIA AND UAE
American grandmaster Sam Sevian had very successful appearances in two consecutive 
tournaments in Jermuk, Armenia and Sharjah, United Arab Emirates. First, in early 
May he won the ten-player round-robin Stepan Avagyan Memorial by a full-point 
margin ahead of his closest rivals, scoring 6 out of 9 and undefeated! The crosstable 
can be found on page 97.

Then, he continued his undefeated streak in the super-strong Sharjah Masters open 
tournament (a total of 78 players, all rated 2500 and above!), finishing in shared second 
place and again scoring 6 out of 9. Two more American grandmasters, Hans Niemann and 
Grigoriy Oparin, finished on the same score.

Sevian’s total rating gain from these two tournaments 
was 17.9 points, which left him with a June Elo of 2690.

S H A R JA H  MASTERS, Sharjah, UAE 
May 17-25,2023 (9 rounds)

1. A rjun ERIGAISI(IND).......................................................... 6'/z
2 -8 . Sam SEVIAN, D om m araju GUKESH (INO),

Yu Yangyi (CHN), Haik MARTIROSYAN (ARM),
Hans NIEMANN, M. Am in TABATABAEI (IRI),
G rigoriy  OPARIN.....................................................................6

9-18. Nihal SARIN (IND), Thai Dai Van NGUYEN (CZE), 
N od irbek YAKUB BOEV (UZB),
Ivan CHEPARINOV(BUL), S.L. NARAYANAN (IND), 
Sanan SJUGIROV (RUS), R. PRAGGNANANDHAA(IND), 
Andrey ESIPENKO(FID), Daniel DARDHA(BEL), 
Baskaran A D H IB A N (IN D )...............................................  5V4

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

2023 AMERICAN CONTINENTAL

Two Americans qualify for the World Cup
Grandmaster Fidel Corrales Jimenez and 19-year-old 
IM Josiah Stearman from California, have qualified 
for the World Cup after finishing third and fourth in 
the American Continental Championship held in the 
Dominican Republic from May 15-23, 2023.

Stearman’s achievement was even more remarkable 
as he also gained a GM-norm, won 34.7 rating points, 
and had the highest average ELO of opponents in the 
entire tournament. Other American representatives also 
had significant results, as IM Kirk Ghazarian and CM 
Gregory Kaidanov both finished shared fourth, but 
with inferior additional criteria to Stearman.

The winner was grandmaster Georg Meier, who now 
represents Umguay after he switched his federation 
from Germany.

16th AM ERICAN C O N TIN EN TAL CHAMPIONSHIP
J u a n  D olio , D o m in ica n  R e p u b lic  May 15-23, 2023(11 rounds)

1. Georg M e ie r(U R U ).............................................................................. 9
2-3 . Carlos Daniel ALB0R N 0Z CABRERA (CUB),

Fidel CORRALES JIMENEZ ........................................................ 8'/t
4-10. Jos iah  STEARMAN, K irk GHAZARIAN, C ristobal 

HENRIQUEZ VILLAGRA (CHI), G regory KAIDANOV,
G ianm arco LEIVA(PER), Yago De Moura SANTIAGO (BRA),
Jo rge  C0RI (P E R ).............................................................................8

Fidel Corrales 

Josiah Stearman

FIDE Ratings - Top 10 Open
1 Magnus Carlsen NOR 2853
2 Alireza Firouzja FRA 2786
3 Liren Ding CHN 2780
4 Ian Nepomniachtchi FID 2779
5 Hikaru Nakamura USA 2775
6 Fabiano Caruana USA 2773
7 Anish Giri NED 2772
8 Wesley So USA 2765
9 Viswanathan Anand IND 2754
10 Richard Rapport R0U 2752

FIDE Ratings - Top 10 Women
1 Hou Yifan CHN 2628
2 Humpi Koneru IND 2567
3 Ju Wenjun CHN 2566
4 Aleksandra Goryachkina FID 2557
5 Lei Tingjie CHN 2554
6 Kateryna Lagno FID 2552
7 Alexandra Kosteniuk SUI 2523
8 Tan Zhongyi CHN 2523
9 Mariya Muzychuk UKR 2515

10 Harika Dronavalli IND 2510

FIDE Ratings - USA Top 10 Open
1 Hikaru Nakamura 2775
2 Fabiano Caruana 2773
3 Wesley So 2765
4 Levon Aronian 2742
5 Leinier Dominguez 2739
6 Sam Shankland 2711
7 Hans Niemann 2695
8 Jeffery Xiong 2692
9 Samuel Sevian 2690
10 Ray Robson 2689

FIDE Ratings - USA Top 10 Women
1 Irina Krush 2436
2 Alice Lee 2390
3 Carissa Yip 2369

4 Annie Wang 2356
5 Zoey Tang 2348
6 Gulrukhbegim Tohirjonova 2340
7 Anna Zatonskih 2327
8 Nazi Paikidze 2316
9 Rochelle Wu 2306
10 Katerina Nemcova 2305



©EDITOR'S LETTER

A  N E W  C H E S S  E R A

The princ ipa l event over the past couple o f m onths 
has u ndoub ted ly  been the W orld C ham pionship 
m atch in w hich the pro tagonists, Ding Liren and 
Ian N epom niachtchi, p u t on a spectacu la r show 
w ith  no th ing less th a n  six decisive classical games
-  a memorable testim ony to  the  crow ning o f a new 
chess king!

O ur regular co n trib u to r, GM John Burke, has 
done his best to  h igh light each and every decisive 
game from  th is  exc iting  m atch, giving his own 
v iew po in t on the m any happenings and m ight- 
have-beens th a t generated the  tension w hich was 
very much in evidence th roughou t. John’s extensive 
w o rk  is a m ust-read fo r  every chess fan w ho w ants 
to  rekindle th e ir  memories o f th is  action-packed 
contest. In add ition , renowned coach GM V lad im ir 
Georgiev gives his im pressions o f the critica l 
m om ents th a t decided the m atch, w h ile  stressing 
the im portance o f the players' teams and seconds.

M agnus Carlsen’s abd ica tion  from  his throne 
has obvious ly generated a great deal o f controversy
-  a fte r all, he has dom inated elite  chess fo r  the 
past decade. We therefore  asked Dr. C ory Butler, a 
p ro fessor o f psychology, to  o ffe r possible reasons 
fo r  the fo rm er W orld  C ham pion’s decision. Ding 
Liren is the new chess king -  which, together w ith  
the rapid rise o f a new wave o f youngsters, heralds a 
new era in the w orld  o f chess.

W ho w ill come to  the fo re  in th is  new era I really 
don ’t know, bu t I tru ly  feel th a t personalities such 
as Joshua Koehler m ight become o u r new unsung 
heroes. A lready in his m id-forties, Josh is p ro o f th a t 
it's never too  late to  get hooked on chess and have 
the am bition  to  prom ote o u r royal game to  the w ider 
com m unity. Imbued w ith  an idea, drive and passion, 
Josh has a lready successfully shared his love o f chess 
w ith  local au thorities and like-m inded residents -  to  
create a unique o u tdo o r chess com m unity in West 
Palm Beach, Florida, un iting  people o f d iffe ren t ages, 
gender, e thnic ities and culture.

We at Am erican Chess M agazine  consider 
it o u r m ission to  recognize and support such a 
co n trib u tio n  to  socie ty by p rom oting  it in our 
pages. Therefore o u r Features Editor, FM Alec Getz, 
in troduces West Palm Street Chess, accompanied 
by w onderfu l photographs th a t illus tra te  the 
ded ication, w o rk and achievem ents by Josh’s team 
and local chess enthusiasts. Incidenta lly, o u r Senior 
E d ito r Pete Tam burro w ill v is it th is  unique venue 
in early June, hopefu l th a t the  example o f such an 
o u tdo o r chess com m unity  m ight be fo llow ed all over 
the United States!

R eturning to  in s tru c tion a l chess m aterial, 
we present tw o  in teresting artic les on openings. 
GM Emilio Cordova decodes opening trends from  
the 2023 American Cup, where the co u n try ’s 
best players made s ign ifican t co n trib u tio n s  to  
con tem porary opening theory. From a d iffe ren t 
perspective, Patrick M cC artney concludes his 
h is to ry  o f the Carlsbad pawn structure , started

in issue #30, w ith  an e luc ida tion  o f the approach 
adopted by the legendary fo rm er W orld Champion 
M ikha il Botv innik.

When it comes to  middlegames, experienced 
GM Eduardas Rozentalis shows how a trendy 
opening can lead to  m iddlegame play w ith  a 
dangerous open h-file. On the o th e r hand, GM I Ilia 
N yzhnyk con tinues his w ork on eva luating chess 
positions, th is  tim e focusing on piece a c tiv ity  and 
dynam ic potentia l.

Then, in the ir respective regular columns, 
firs tly  GM Jacob Aagaard presents a dozen fresh 
test positions to  enable readers to  tra in  together 
w ith  his best student and one o f the top American 
grandmasters, Sam Shankland. Similarly, by means 
o f selected examples, GM Nikola Nestorovic explains 
how to  deal w ith  threats in chess -  a fte r which he 
challenges the reader to  solve six positions on the 
same theme. Next comes ACM endgame expert, GM 
Alex Fishbein, who pays tribu te  to  the endgame play o f 
the recently deceased Flungarian GM Andras Adorjan, 
while GM Sarunas Sulskis again dissects three 
magnificent games tha t have attracted his attention.

Once again Andy Ansel delves in to  his chess 
treasure trove, th is  tim e showcasing Oklahom a’s 
f irs t rated m aster -  D La Pierre Ballard, w ho  once 
defeated the great Bobby F ischerw ith  the help o f an 
opening idea culled from  a Russian chess magazine! 
This is fo llow ed by financia l co n su lta n t and avid 
chess player, Luca Barillaro, com paring examples o f 
risk m anagement in  finance and chess.

Am erican Chess M agazine  #33 welcomes 
a brand new colum n on co llecting chess sets. A 
passionate chess collector, Chuck Grau, relives the 
th r il l he experienced w hen touch ing  h is to ry  through 
the sets in his co llection . Then on a com plete ly 
d iffe re n t top ic , fans o f chess fic tio n  have the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  en joy reading ano th e r absorbing 
s to ry  o f chess and love w ritte n  by A lexis Levitin.

As usual, o u r Features Editor, FM Grayson 
Rorrer, docum ents s ign ifican t tou rnam ents played 
both in the U.S. and abroad, w hile  FM Carsten 
Flansen reviews ten new ly published books, and 
GM Karsten M ueller, one o f the w o rld ’s leading 
endgame experts, is o u r guest speaker in 5x5 QEtA.

We now look fo rw ard  to  a sum m er replete w ith  
chess events all over the w orld . So un til o u r next 
issue #34 in August, stay tuned!

Yours in chess, 
Dusan Krunic, M anag ing  Editor
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W O R L D  C H A M P I O N S H I P  M A T C H

Ding Liren is the new World Champion

A King Emerges
from the Mayhem
DING LIREN 9V i -  IAN NEPOMNIACHTCHI 8V2

■ By GM John Burke

one of the most exciting and unpredictable world 
I  championship matches in recent chess history, for the
I  B  most part Ding Liren found himself on his back foot.
I  I  I  Nevertheless, despite Nepomniachtchi’s early lead, the

A ,  players continued to exchange blows with Ding never 
allowing his opponent to gain more than a one point lead. Indeed, he was 
able to strike back whenever necessary and leave no doubt about his stamina 
by winning the very last game of the rapid tiebreak -  and with it the World 
Championship title. The 2023 World Chess Championship between Ding 
Liren and Ian Nepomniachtchi, played in Astana, Kazakhstan, was one of 
the most thrilling contests in recent memory. Beforehand, a few clouds hung 
over the match, as Magnus Carlsen had voluntarily abdicated the throne. 
Would the match still generate a level of intrigue comparable to the past few 
World Championship matches?

However, once the match started, these questions drifted away, as 
we were treated to a thrilling battle with six out of the fourteen classical 
games ending decisively. That’s as many as the previous three world title 
matches combined. Both players displayed moments of brilliance as well as 
inexplicable mistakes. Ding even managed to 
make a really bizarre error off the board, as he 
and his second Richard Rapport played many 
public training games on Lichess, which was 
revealed in the middle of the match. It was 
therefore only fitting that they fought to a 
7-7 tie in the classical stage and headed for a 
four-game rapid tiebreak.

John Burke was the 2020 US Ju n io r Champion. 
The young g randm aster from  New Jersey had 
a lready stunned the chess w o rld  in 2015 by 
breaking the record as youngest player ever to 
surpass 2600+ ELO. John's most notable v ictories 
include the 2018 U.S. Masters, the 2018 New 
York In ternational Championship, and the 2019 
Washington In ternational Open. In 2021 he shared 
f irs t at the Cherry B lossom  Classic in Dulles, VA, 
and also in the World Open in Philadelphia, PA.

8  AMERICAN CHESS MAGAZINE #33 • 2023

Game by game, bravely weathering a storm of powerful 
blows and tottering on the edge of defeat, Ding resiliently 
bounced back. And in the end, after a thrilling turn of 
events, the decisive knockout was his, thereby securing a 
hard-fought victory and the greatest chess title of all.

Ph
ot

os
 b

y D
av

id 
Lt

ad
a,

 A
nn

a S
ht

ou
rm

an
, S

te
v B

on
ha

ge



a

m & M

No m atter 
how hard  

he was 
punched, 
he always 

came back 
fighting in 

the next 
round.

■ g a B M p ^

1

0

t



RAPID TIEBREAK, GAME

Ian N epom niachtchi 2795 -  Ding Liren 2788
Rapid Tiebreak, W orld Championship M atch 2023

The quality of play in the tiebreak was extraordinarily high considering the stakes, and 
neither player was able to gain much ground, as the first three games all ended in draws. 
Then came the fourth game...

I.e4 e5 2.&f3 ®c6 3 .1b5  a6 4 .± a4  £lf6 5.0-0 l e 7  6.d3 b5 7 .1b3  d6 8.a4 l d 7  
9.h3 0-0 10.±e3 ®a5 l l .± a 2  bxa4 12.®c3 §b8  1 3 .! b l  lfe8  14.b3 c5 15.®xa4 
£)c6 16.£)c3 a5 17.£)d2 l e 6  18 .^c4  d5 19.exd5 £)xd5 2 0 .id 2  &xc3 21.Axc3 
Axc4 22.bxc4 l d 8  23.Ad2 ± c7  24.c3 f5 25.Sel Sd8 26.Sa2 ffg6 27.@e2 lfd 6  
28.g3 Sde8 29.fff3

A
I I#  

i i
m m

i i i i
|A
AA’ f  A A

1 it A

I
A i ±

i ± A
m
A AA

Aif?
Jk, s

The position looks stable for Black, but it’s 
still slightly uncomfortable to play. White 
has an annoying idea of playing ®d5 here, 
which isn’t easy to meet.

29.. .e4 For a rapid game, I like this 
decision. The knight will be activated and 
Black will no longer be pressed for a plan.

After 29.,.&h8 30.®d5 Black has to 
trade queens or give away the c5 pawn, 
neither of which are veiy appealing.

29..A e7  is the engine’s suggestion, 
preventing ®d5 for good, but it looks very 
artificial to me and I’m not surprised that 
Ding took a more active approach.

30.dxe4 £)e5 31.®g2 White would like 
to stop ...ftd3 by 31.Se2? -  but this fails 
tactically to 31...fxe4 32.iLxe4 4bf3+!.

31.. .£)d3 32.Axd3 S xd3  33.exf5
Sxel+  34.A xel ®xc4 Now Black will 
probably win back the f5 pawn and be 
doing well in every sense except king 
safety. His missing f-pawn causes some 
concern.

35-Sal 35.Sd2! is very natural, with the 
idea of Sd7, so I’m not sure what Nepo 
didn’t like here.

For example, 35...®xc3 looks too greedy 
after 36.®d5+ t̂?h8 37.Be6, when White’s 
attack is very dangerous.

35...Sxf5 3 6 .id 2  h6 37.ffc6 Sf7
38.Sel &h7 Now Black has stabilized his 
king position and the game is level.

39.1e3 l e 5  40.ffe8

if
l i#

i
i A

m
A 1 A A

40.. .Axc3! Allowing a self-pin is a 
remarkably brave decision.

41 .S cl The threat is Bxc3.

41.. .516 The only move.

42.®d7 42.1d2 1fd4 43.Axc3 ®xf2+ 
44.&hl 1ff3+ 45.&h2 Bf2+=.
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42...Se2! Another only move! The 
bishop is immune because of ...®el+. 
After 42...a4 it looks like White has no 
threat, since jLd2 is still met with ...S'd4, 
but White has a beautiful winning move.

w i
I i

i
i m

A A □A
a

B H

43.®dl! followed by the unstoppable ffc2.

43.ffd5 l b 4  Black is up a pawn, but 
his king is still too exposed to claim any 
advantage.

44.ffe4+ &g8 45.ffd5+ &h7 46.ffe4+

i m
1 i

i i
A W

A A A
t a

*

46...Sg6! Declining the repetition in 
this way has been widely praised, but 
apparently Ding himself didn’t consider 
it anything special. He just thought that 
it was the objectively best move. In his 
eyes, his chances of winning the game 
were greater than losing after this move. 
It’s not super-risky for Black, either, 
since White has no way to attack the rook
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on g6 effectively, as the queen on e2 
controls both the d l square (a possible 
entry square for White’s rook) and the 
h5 square (a possible square for White’s 
pawn). In the meantime, Black will push 
his passed pawns, and it’s not obvious 
how White will deal with that.

47. ®f5? Nepo immediately goes wrong. 
The game can still be salvaged after this, 
but only with great difficulty. 47.h4 is one 
of many fine moves for White, then after
47.. .h5 48.§c2 ®dl+ 49.4‘h2 the threat 
of Jixc5 keeps Black occupied, so he 
never has time to play ...a5-a4. Following
49.. .®g4 50.®d3 <&h8 it’s time to give 
back the pawn: 51. Jixc5 §c6=. I have the 
feeling that if the game proceeded like 
this, we would have quickly forgotten 
about Ding’s ...3g6 move.

47.. .c4 Not only does Black get to push 
his pawn and remove it from attack on 
c5, but he also prepares to unpin his rook 
and claim control of the key diagonal by 
playing ®d3.

48. h4? 48.Se4 is the obvious move, but
it loses because it steps into a pin. I’m sure 
this is the first thing Nepo considered, and 
when he saw it didn’t work, he panicked 
somewhat. 48...ilc5! 49.Bxc4 ilxe3
50.fxe3 S e l+  51.&g2 ®xg3+-+.

Then again, 48.®f4! is difficult to 
spot as it’s much more natural to stay on 
the light squares.

White has to provoke the advance of 
the c-pawn in order to do away with the 
...Bd3 idea. After 48,..c3 49.®f5 White 
would still be able to hang on.

48.. .ffd3 49.®f3 Sf6 50.®g4 c3 Now
Black has an extra pawn and complete 
control, so it should be an easy win.

51.Sdl ®g6 52.®c8 A good last tiy, 
going for an all-out attack.

52.. .5c6 53.ffa8

N E P O M N I A C H T C H I  8 V2

59...®g6 60.® c4 Following 60.4.xc3 T,xc3 
61.®xc3 a2 Black will continue with...0bl. 
The black queen controls the only diagonal 
along which White could ever give checks.

53.. .5d6? I’m sure Ding suspected 
that 53...c2 was the best move, and 
in a classical game he would’ve 
calculated it properly, but instead 
he preferred to play it safe. After 
54.Sd8 cl®+ it must have been 
55.^?h2 that Ding feared from 
afar. He has two queens, but White 
threatens mate. (55.jt.xcf makes 
things easy for Black, since he can 
force a queen trade right away.
55.. .5xcf+ 56.&h2 Wc6 57,Sh8+ 
sklg6~+) 55...Sf7! This very calm 
move is the easiest way to win: 
56.1xcl ®xf2+ 57.&h3 ®fl+ 58.&h2 
gc2+ 59.M2 ®e2+ 60.&h3 ®e6+ 
61.&h2 Sxd2+-+.

54.Sxd6 ®xd6 55.®e4+ ®g6 56.®c4
Now Nepo is back in the game.

56...®bl+ 57.&h2 a4 58.±d4 a3
60...C2 61 .1e3 l d 6  62.&g2

59.® c7?? This is just a one-move threat 
-  Black can defend against the mate 
without difficulty.

The surprising 59.iLxg7! is a beautiful 
try for a perpetual. Although it seems 
Black should be able to bring his pieces 
back to defend the king, in fact that’s just 
not possible: 59...&g7 60.®c7+ ^?f6 
61.®c6+ &e5 62.®e8+ &d4 63.®d7+ 
&c4 64.®f7+ &b5 (64...&d3 65.Wg6+) 
65.®d7+=.

I think 59.h5! was a real possibility. 
White denies his opponent the ...®g6 
defense, and should hold after, for 
example, 59...J.f8 60.Bf7 ®d3 61.iLe5 
®e4 62.ixc3=.

62.. .h5! The last important move, 
preventing White from ever playing h5 
himself. But not 62...jfce5?? (It’s never too 
late to blunder!) as after 63.h5 the black 
queen will be kicked off the diagonal 
and c2 will fall: 63...®f5 64.g4 ®f6 
65.®xc2+=.

6 3 .^ 1  ji,e5 64.g4 Desperation.

64.. .hxg4 65.h5 ® f5 66.®d5 g3 67.f4 
a2 68.®xa2 J.xf4 White resigned.

In a way, this game was representative of 
much of the match. If you nitpick and analyze 
closely, you can find mistakes, but there was 
also so much creativity and fighting spirit.
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As a matter of fact, for a while it 
looked like Nepo would wrap up the 
match in the classical part. He struck 
first in game 2, after which the players 
traded blows in games 4-7, each 
scoring wins with the white pieces. We 
haven’t seen four decisive games in a 
row in a World Championship match 
since Kasparov vs. Karpov, 1986, 
games 16 through 19.

Nepo maintained his one point lead 
for a while, all the way until game 12, 
when it looked like he might even win 
and effectively put the match out of 
Ding’s reach.

D04
Ding Liren 2788
Ian Nepom niachtchi 2795

W orld Championship Match, Astana 2023

l.dA & f6 2 .& f3  d5 3.e3 c5 4.£)bd2 cxd4 5.exd4 
f fc 7  6.c3 Ad7 7.1d3 & c 6 8 .0 -0  Ag4 9.Se1 e6 
lO .fc fl A d 6 11.Ag5 0 -0  12.Axf6 gx f6 13.€hg3 f5 
14.h3 A xf3 15.Bxf3 & e7  16.5hh5 & h 8 17.g4 Sg8 
18.&h1 & g 6 19.Ac2 fth A  2 0 .ffe 3  3g6 21.Sg1 f4  
22 .®  d3 S e7  23.Sae1 S g 5  24.c4 dxcA 25 .S c3 b5

I  m
4 4 4

± 4  1
4

4 A 4 A *
m A

A A A A

26.a4 Nepo has taken over the game, and 
much of his advantage, besides his extra 
pawn, is a consequence of White’s awful 
knight on h5. This knight is the reason why 
Jixg6 almost never works for White, since 
Black would just recapture by ...hxg6 and 
the knight would be doomed.

26...b4 Objectively, this is the best move, 
but it’s only good if you see the specific 
winning sequence that follows, which 
Nepo clearly didn’t.

26...a6 is the most sensible, keeping 
everything under control. I assume Nepo

didn’t like the idea of conceding the a-file, 
but in reality White has nothing. After 
27.axb5 axb5 28.d5+ e5 29.gal gag8 it’s 
just lost for White.

Here’s a nice sample line. 30.Ba6 b4! 
(,30...Wxh5? 31.%xd6) 31.Bxc4 ®xh5 
32.gxd6 £lf3!-+.

2 7 .ffx c 4  Sag8? 27...&f3! 28.Bc6 ® x e l

29.®xa8+ (Or 29.kxg6 Ud8 30.ke4 Wh4-+)
29...Sg8 30.®e4 ®xc2 31.®xc2 ®h4! 32.®d3 
f5 33.W3 fxg4 34.Sxg4 Sxg4 35.ffxg4 1fxg4 
36.hxg4 b3 and Black wins because ...ila3 is 
coming. Yeah, that’s not easy.

2 8 .® c 6  Jlb8? 28...4bf5! would’ve been a 
nice idea, exploiting mating ideas on the 
g-file to bring the knight into play.

29.gxf5? ffxg l+  30.§xgl Sxgl+ 31.&h2 f3+ 
32.<Sig3 Sg2+ 33.&hl Axg3 34.fxg3 S2xg3-+.

29 .® b7?  Instead it turns out that 29.1.xg6! 
wins easily, but I understand why Ding 
missed it. For a long time this move has 
been bad for White, since it would just
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leave his h5 knight trapped. So, at some 
point, if you’re White, you would tend not 
even to consider this as a candidate move.

± I
ii i

fj/1 i A
m

A i A %
A

0 mH B<4>

If the players were given this position only 
as an exercise, they would see the win 
easily, but during the actual game, other 
psychological factors come into play. If
29.. .hxg6 White can use the time it takes 
for Black to take the h5 knight to break 
open the position. 30.d5 gxh5 (30...e5 can 
be met by 31.^hf6+- now that the queen 
controls f6.) 31.dxe6+-.

29.. .5h6 29...£if5 would be just as good 
as it was before.

30.1e4 Sf8

31.®xb4 Now White has consolidated 
and is up a pawn. Normally, the win would 
still be quite far off, but Nepo fails to 
handle the sudden turn of events.

31...ffd8 32.ffc3 &g6 33.1g2 ffh4 34.§e2

34.. .f5?? This is loses outright without any 
real complications, so the only explanation 
can be that Nepo simply missed 35.Bxe6.

35.Sxe6 Now White will play d5+, which 
is deadly since Black can no longer meet 
it with ...e5.

35.. .5xh5 Or 35...f3 36.d5+ ie 5  37.Bxe5 
fxg2+ 38.Bxg2+-

36.gxh5 ffxh5 37.d5+ &g8 38.d6
Black resigned.

At this critical moment, one of Nepo’s 
weaknesses in the match became very 
evident -  he wasn’t willing to sit down 
and calculate critical lines thoroughly. 
He relied more on his fantastic intuition, 
which enabled him to put pressure on 
his opponent’s clock. When it worked, it 
worked wonders, but when it didn’t, it left

him open to the criticism of rushing.
On that same theme, game 8 could 

easily have been a fifth decisive game in 
a row, but Nepo pulled off one of the most 
impressive semi-bluffs I’ve ever seen.

GAME

E28
Ding Liren 2788
Ian Nepom niachtchi 2795

W orld Championship Match, Astana 2023

1.d4 £ if6 2.c4 e6 3.£>c3 i b 4  4.e3 0 -0  5.a3 4xc3+
6.bxc3 d6 7.£>e2 c5 8.&g3 & c 6 9.3a2 b6 10.e4 
4a6  11.4g5 h6 12.h4 hxg5 13.hxg5 g6 14.gxf6 
ffx f6 1 5 .e 5  dxe516.d5 &e717.d6 £sf518.£te4 9 d 8  
19.ffd3 & g7  20.g4 ib 7  21.Sh3 <Sth4 22.g5 lx e 4  
23 .9xe4  & f5  24 .3d2 Sh8 25.Sxh8 9 x h 8

1 m
i i #

i A i i
i i <^A
a  i m

A A
f l A

<4>A

Ding has outplayed his opponent with the 
help of some great opening preparation 
and could now win immediately.

26. d7? It’s tempting to push the pawn 
automatically, but this gives Black an 
important tempo to bring his rook to 
safety. After 26.Bd3! Black just does not 
have time to deal with Bh3 ideas. Note 
that rook on a8 is loose, so Black cannot 
play a move like ...S’h2 or ...®h4. 26...Sd8
27. Bh3 ®g8 28.®xe5+ &f8 29.Sh8+-.

26...Hd8 27.®xe5+ ^>h7 28.1fh2+ ^>g7
29.ffe5+ ^>h7 30.1fh2+ ^>g7 31.®c7

Despite the missed win, it still looks great
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for White as Black’s pieces are completely 
tied down and his queenside pawns look 
doomed to fall.

31...®h4?l This move should lose, but it 
ends up saving the game 11 call it a semi-bluff 
since Nepo said afterwards that he did 
not realize that the move loses until after 
he played it. Still, it’s crazy to me that he 
could just throw down this move without 
calculating it fully, and his confidence was 
such that his opponent didn’t bother to 
calculate it fully either!

32.itPcil? Remarkably, Ding just believes 
his opponent. 32.Sxd8 might look like a 
perpetual, but that’s not good enough as 
an assessment. You have to calculate it 
precisely. 32...®e4+ 33.§e2 ®bl+ 34.'^?d2 
®b2+ 35.Ad3 «fbl+ 36,Bc2 ®dl+
(36...Wxfl + 37.&d2 1 !xf2+ 38.&cl+~)

fy
i A i

i i i
i %A
A

A A
f l A

m A

The players probably stopped analyzing here, 
but White can actually give away his rook 
with check, which is unusual. 37.A’e4! ffxc2+ 
38.1d3 &d6+ 39.&e3 ffcl+ (39...Zhf5+ 
40±xf5+-) 40.&e2 ffb2+ 41.&f3+- It’s 
a long line but pretty much forced, and 
there aren’t a lot of branches so it should be 
discovered by players of this caliber.

32...©xg5 Now it’s a different story. The 
g5 pawn was restricting Black’s position 
so much, but now that it’s gone he might 
want to start pushing his own kingside 
pawns up the board.

33.&C2 ffe7  34.1g2 e5 35 .1e4 ®h6 
36.ffxa7 & g4

37.^,f3? Another bad decision. Instead 
of the natural jlc6, Ding wanted to 
attack the knight first and then play that 
move. However, Black does not have to 
cooperate. After 37.itc6 White still has 
every chance of winning the game.

37...£lxf2! If 37...4lf6 then 38.J.C6 which 
I guess was what Ding had in mind. He 
wanted to drive the knight back before 
protecting the pawn. But this is a clear case 
of thinking too much. In a blitz game he 
would’ve played the correct move in one 
second.

38.1x12 e4 39.1e2 f5 Now Black is in 
absolutely no danger, as he will take the d7 
pawn at last.

40.ffxb6

40...!xd7 40...®xd7 looks winning, 
getting out of the pin and preparing 
...Bdl+, but White can save the game with 
41.Sg2! when the counter-threat on the g6 
pawn maintains the balance.

41.ffb8 ffd6 42.ffxd6 Sxd6 4 3 .ix e4

fxe4 44 .!xe4  After all the excitement, we 
have a drawn rook endgame.

44...&f6 45 .!e8  Draw.

As crazy as the second half of the match 
was, one could almost call it calm compared 
to the first seven games. We knew we were 
in for a wild ride after game 2, in which 
Ding pretty much played a novelty in one 
of the most common positions in chess.

GAME

D30
Ding Liren 2788
Ian Nepom niachtchi 2795

W orld Championship Match, Astana 2023

l.d4  &f6 2.c4 e6 3.&f3 d5 4.h3 The
first surprise of the game, and already 
quite a big one.

4.®c3 did not appear on the board at 
all in this match (or even in the Carlsen 
vs. Nepo one, in fact!), so it’s impossible 
to say for sure what Ian had prepared 
here. I would wager that 4...c5 is the 
most likely candidate, with 4...iLb4 also 
being a possibility. A lot of top players 
have adopted 4...c5 as Black because it is 
very direct, and you can analyze deeply 
to a draw in many variations. For a World 
Championship match, it is a very sensible 
strategy to try to kill your Black games 
as quickly as possible, and try to score 
points as White. 5.cxd5 (5.e3 is a way 
to try to keep pieces on the board, and,
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in fact, Ding beat Nakamura from this 
position in the crucial last game of the 
Candidates to make it to the final match!)
5...cxd4 6.®xd4 exd5 7.e4

I
±

% A W
± B

#
B

A
± ±

I
±

■ 4l
■ n A ■
PI

A A 0 A A
0 1 A f l

As far as I know, people discovered you 
could play 7...dxe4 sometime in 2020, 
with Wesley So being one of its pioneers. 
The old main line had been 7...&C6, but 
this capture is better. Then, after 8.®xd8+ 
^xd8 9.®g5 Ae6 10.®xe6+ fxe6 ll.iLg5 
®c6, people have been banging their 
heads against this endgame for a while, 
but without much success, and a strong 
engine will give complete equality here.

4 IA  
± ±

A

A
& i

#A I
±± ±

i 41

ih A
A A A

A H

structure, where White doesn’t normally 
play h2-h3. Ding’s argument is that Nepo 
doesn’t normally play the QGA, and he’s 
avoided the 4.£k3 c5 line.

4.. .c5 5.cxd5 Now, note that ...cxd4 is 
senseless, since it does not attack a knight 
on c3! I would say that this is the main 
perk of the 4.h3 lines. After 5...exd5, 
of course, Black can still play a regular 
Tarrasch a tempo up, but White’s 
argument is that he still gets to play a 
regular game full of pieces, in a structure 
he may be more familiar with than his 
opponent, even if objectively he has no 
advantage.

4.. .Ab4+ With the knight on c3 
this would be a Ragozin, a very sound 
opening which Nepo sometimes plays, 
but here White can adopt a different 
approach: 5.J.d2 lLxd2+ 6,®bxd2 0-0
7.e3 with a very comfortable, risk-free 
position for White.

4.. .J.e7 is a very logical response, 
especially since Nepo had played this 
move in classical play against 4.£lc3, 
winning a nice game against Aronian 
shortly before the match, at the WR 
Masters. Then clarifying the structure 
immediately by 5.cxd5 makes the most 
sense, since when the bishop lands on 
f4, the h3 move will serve a purpose, as 
it gives the square on h2 for the bishop 
to drop back to if Black should ever play 
...£lh5.1 would say I “suspect” that Ding 
would have adopted this approach...but 
it’s all there in the lichess games! 5...exd5 
6.&c3 0-0 7.ifcf4 c6 8.e3 i f5

The move 4.h3 looks rather pointless, and 
had never been played by a titled player 
in a serious over-the-board game before. 
So, what’s the explanation?

First of all, players at the elite level are 
so well-prepared, particularly in World 
Championship matches. Just look at the last 
Carlsen vs. Nepo match, where Magnus 
was really not able to get anything out of 
the opening in any of the games. So, there’s 
something to be said for finding an idea that 
is rare, playable, and which your opponent 
likely has not analyzed. By avoiding the 
mainlines, Ding is trying to fight on his 
own turf, and rely on the fact that he has 
analyzed this position after 4.h3 and knows 
it better than his opponent. Secondly, he is 
trying to get Ian out of his comfort zone by 
avoiding some specific variations, which 
I’ve shown in the lines after 4.®c3.

4...dxc4 Avery logical approach -  Nepo 
goes for a Queen’s Gambit Accepted

9.g4 There were alternatives along 
the way, but this is one example of 
a position that Ding was aiming for 
-  very interesting and full of pieces, 
and not super theoretical or forcing. 
Fascinatingly, it wouldn’t have been 
the first occurrence of this position in 
a World Championship match -  this 
was reached in game 22 of Karpov vs. 
Kasparov 1985. Although Karpov won 
with the White pieces to reduce his 
deficit in the match to one point with

two games to play, Kasparov went on to 
win the match and become the youngest 
world champion in history.

5.e3 c5 6 .±xc4  a6 7.0-0 &c6 8.£lc3 
b5 9.j|,d3 J,b7 Up to this point both 
sides have played logical moves.

I W #  A I
A ± ± ±

± 41 ± 4 1
± ±

A
E A&^h A

A A A A
f l  A W f l S

10.a4 The only way to create any 
problems for Black -  prodding the 
queenside and trying to create some 
weaknesses. Without this, Black would 
develop comfortably and be fine.

10.. .b4 11.5)e4 5)a5! Black wants to 
trade knights on his terms. In case of
11.. .®xe4 12.J.xe4, the bishop on e4 
exerts some unpleasant pressure.

12.£lxf6+ Interestingly, Ding had a 
game against Aronian from a QGA, with 
the rook on e l instead of the pawn on 
h3, and there he continued 12.®xc5. He 
probably did not choose that in this game 
because Black can simplify the position, 
after which he has a high drawing margin 
in the resulting lines. 12...Jixc5 13.dxc5 
j|e4! (It should be noted that 13...^hd7 
also makes sense, but this is the most 
accurate.)

I m I

± B
B

B
±

± 4 1
± ±

% 0 ■
A 4 A

0
B it A A

A A
f l AW f l <4>

A) 14.te2 ffxd l 15.Axdl (15.Sxdl 
Ai>3) 15...0-0-0 Black is very active, 
and will eventually collect the stranded 
c5 pawn.

B )  14.Jlxe4 ®xdl 15.Hxdl ®xe4 16.c6! 
Maybe this was worth a shot for Ding, 
since if Black mechanically recaptures 
the c-pawn, he would stand worse.
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B l) After 16...<Sixc6? 17.itd2, suddenly 
White is significantly better, as Black’s 
pawns are weak and easy to attack.
B2) 16...Sc8 is another possible trap 
that Black could fall into. 17.Sd4! 5lb3 
18.Sxe4 ®xal 19.Bxb4 0-0 20.Bb6 and 
Black’s knight is way offside.
B3) 16...€ib3! Playing for domination, 
hindering White’s development rather 
than focusing on material. The c-pawn 
is doomed in the long run, so there’s 
no rush to take it. 17.Bbl Sd8 18.€id4 
^?e7 None of this is so easy to evaluate, 
but with accurate play Black is fine. 
(18...e5?? doesn’t win a piece, due to 
the intermediate 19.c7+ -)

12...gxf6 A very enterprising move, 
damaging the pawn stmcture but preparing 
to attack on the g-file. Ding admitted that he 
simply hadn’t seriously considered this reply.

12...®xf6 13.e4 is what Ding was 
hoping for, with a veiy dangerous attack. 
Ag5 is a big threat. Upon 13...h6 White has 
many possible ways to proceed -  here’s 
one. 14.8e2 cxd4 15.e5 Sd8 16.itf4 Jte7 
17.4ld2 and with possible ideas of ®e4 and 
®g4 coming, Black has to be careful.

13.e4? I would call this a pretty serious 
mistake. It’s not like White’s position is 
so bad after this move, but it becomes so 
hard to play once you allow Black to push 
...c5-c4 and choke the queenside pieces. 
13.dxc5

I # A
i

I
i

i ■ i i
% A
A i

A A & A
□ A A

f l Jk\ I f f l S

A) Upon 13...Jtxc5 14.e4, White has time 
to play Be2 and Sel, and develop 
comfortably.

B) 13...®d7! The most accurate move, not 
giving White time to play e4 and We2. 
B l) 14.®e2 is met by 14...£lb3.
B2) If 14.e4, then 14...Sd8 is the point 
of 13...®d7 -  Black breaks White’s 
coordination just in time.
B3) However 14.c6! is a difficult move 
in reply -  just chucking the pawn back 
in order to gain a tempo on the bishop.
14...4.xc6 15.4tld4 J.b7 16.®e2 After 
this whole weird sequence, we land in 
a position which is dynamically equal. 
Black can try to attack on the g-file, 
but his king does not really feel safe -  
maybe it will have to stay in the center 
for a while.

13...C4! Nepo does not need to be asked twice.

1 4 .ic 2  ffc7

The problem is that those queenside 
pawns on b4 and c4, combined with the 
knight on a5, form some sort of wall. In 
previous lines, Black had to be nervous 
about castling queenside because his 
a6 pawn was weak, and the c-file 
was open. Now, he has none of those 
concerns. White will never really be 
able to organize any breakthrough on the 
queenside. He will not be able to play b3 
under favorable circumstances and, even 
if he does, ...c3 by Black will likely be a 
fine reply. Ding probably underestimated 
Nepo’s approach because ...c4 releases 
the tension in the center, and we’re 
generally taught that maintaining one’s 
central pawns is very important. Here, 
though, king safety is critical, and White 
is lacking that.

15.±d2 Sg8 16.Scl 0-0-0 17.1d3?
Again Ding comes up against the “wall” 
I was talking about before. It’s simply 
impossible to break open the c-file. He 
probably wanted to transfer his bishop to 
f l for defensive purposes, but it doesn’t 
work out concretely.

17.®el! was the best way to try to 
pierce the “wall”

17.. .f5! is likely what Ding feared, since 
the f3 knight is undefended now. (Or
17.. .Wb6? 18.§Ld3, when, with the queen 
distracted on b6, the c4 pawn suddenly 
becomes vulnerable.) 1 8 .^ 1 1 1  5ic6 
19.Be2! <Sixd4 20.4ixd4 Sxd4 21.f3 This 
is a very weird conception -  just giving
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up a pawn for apparently nothing. But the 
knight trade helps White immensely -  now 
that long diagonal is blunted and Black has 
to start thinking about his own king safety.

17.. .flb8 18.Sel 18.itxc4 This tactic 
never works. 18...€lxc4 19.b3 <Sib2-+.

18.. .f5!

Nepo is relentless. Whenever he feels the 
dynamic potential of his position, he is 
extremely strong. He doesn’t give Ding a 
moment to breathe and bring his bishop to 
fl.

19.^,c2 If 19.exf5 §xd4! 20.®xd4 Sxg2+ 
21.&fl Sxf2+ 22.&xf2 ®h2+ 23.&fl ®g2 
mate.

19...£lc6 Now the game is basically over. 
White’s center and kingside are collapsing. 
He is also light years away from creating 
any sort of counterplay against Black’s 
king.

20.&g5 Sxg5 This move is just screaming 
to be played. For just the exchange, Black 
gains a pawn and complete control of dark 
squares.

21.&xg5 £sxd4 22.©h5 f6 23.£lf3 If
you’re lost anyway, you might as well grab 
material and hope that you can escape in 
one piece. 23.®xh7

I ±
j t m

A A
A n

&A fl
fl

□A f i f l
f l f l

White is still lost in any case, but I feel 
like this approach gives the best practical 
chances. 23...Jlc5! 24.4fsxf6 0 f4  The

attack is devastating -  it’s hard to find a 
sensible move for White that doesn’t lose 
immediately.

23...®xc2 24.Sxc2 lx e 4  25.Sd2

# I  ±
m A

i i i
i If

AAA ±
ih II fl

fl f l  fl AL

25... Jld6! Avoiding the rook trade is the 
final key. Now ...c3 is coming. Also ...J,xf3 
followed by ...Jl,h2+ is a threat.

26.& hl c3 27.bxc3 bxc3 28.Sd4 c2 
29.®h6 e5 The only safe square for the 
rook is d2, but then the pawn queens, so 
White resigned.

After this game, I heard a GM suggest 
that Ding was psychologically finished, 
and that the match would be a bloodbath 
in Nepo’s favor. While, in hindsight, this 
couldn’t have been more wrong, it wasn’t 
so implausible at the time. After all, he had 
lost his first White game without a fight, in 
a line that he had studied for months and 
which his opponent had probably never 
checked in his life. However, it turned out 
the fun was only beginning.

GAME

A28
Ding Liren 2788
Ian N epom niachtchi 2795

W orld Championship Match, Astana 2023

l.c4  Rather than search for something in 
the Nimzo/QGD complex, Ding goes for 
the English. Like all good openings, it’s 
been analyzed a great deal, but there’s still 
room for fresh positions, which may be 
harder to achieve with l.d4 or l.e4.

2.£lc3 e5 3.&f3 c6 4.e3 White 
has many choices on move 4, including the 
trendy 4.e4, which was played by Ding in 
game 10 of this match.

4 ...1b 4  The main line by far. 4...d5 
would be some sort of reversed Taimanov 
Sicilian structure, but White’s extra tempo 
helps a lot here. After 5.cxd5 ®xd5 6.itb5 
®xc3 7.bxc3 itd6 8.d4 White handles 
the structure and stands comfortably -  
although Black’s position is completely 
fine, the top players rarely go here with 
Black anymore.

5. ®c2 Jlxc3 Again, by far the main line 
nowadays. Eventually people decided 
that it was worth giving up the bishop 
immediately to stop 4Hd5. 5...0-0 6.<Sld5 
Be8 7.®f5 d6 8.flxf6+ gxf6 9.®h5 is 
one example of an old line with many 
games. Black is okay, but damaging the 
pawn structure around your king is not to 
everyone’s taste.

6. bxc3 This is an interesting line that a lot 
of fighting players have taken up with the 
white pieces over the years. Even though 
he is doubling his pawns, Ding is happy 
to play a relatively non-forcing game with 
little concrete theory.

Normally, 6.®xc3 would be a no-brainer. 
Black just gives up his bishop without 
any provocation, so why is White not 
better here? The answer is that Black 
will castle and probably quickly play 
...d5, and the queen on c3 will get kicked 
around a bit, losing time. One way of 
playing is 6,..S'e7 7,J.e2 0-0 8.0-0 d5 
9.cxd5 ®xd5 10.0133 ®b6. White has the 
bishop pair, which is a long-term asset, 
but Black has no weaknesses, and it’s not 
easy for White to break open the position 
for his own benefit.
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6.. .d6 7.e4 0-0 8.ile2 People used to play
8. g3 a lot more, but eventually Black found 
some good plans against it, including ...a6, 
...b5 and ...Jte6, ...Bd7, ...J,h3.

8.. .®h5 Not the only move, but the most 
direct one for sure. It serves two purposes 
-  preparing to play ...f5 and/or to land his 
knight on f4.

9. d4 Now that Black’s knight has 
abandoned its pressure in the center, this 
move makes the most sense.

9.. .?lf4 I don’t really understand this 
move as it just wrecks Black’s stmcture for 
no apparent reason. That may not be the 
end of the world, but it seems unnecessary. 
The only explanation is that Nepo did not 
feel completely prepared and wanted to 
avoid the principled 9...Bf6, but if that’s 
the case, then why did he go ...Ah5 in the 
first place?

9...@f6 is the most logical continuation, 
and Ding definitely had something 
prepared here. Probably he should play 
g3 to keep the knight out, either before or 
after playing d4-d5.

1 £ I #
i i i i i i

4 i m
i 4

A A A
A'

A If A A A A
1 A <4> f l

A) A lot of correspondence players have 
played 10.d5, which isn’t surprising, 
since the decision to give up the c5 
square feels very “computerish.” The 
whole point is to be able to play g3 
without sacking a pawn, even at the 
cost of giving up all the tension in the 
center. 10...Ab8 11.g3 Aa6 12.ite3 
itg4 13.Ah4 jlxe2 14.@xe2 g6 leads 
to a strategically complex position. It

looks to me like White has the easier 
long-term plan of playing on the 
kingside at the right moment. White’s 
doubled c-pawns aren’t a big deal at the 
moment, but in an endgame they could 
be disastrously weak.

B) 10.g3 is an interesting pawn sac, 
but Black is fine so long as he isn’t 
intimidated. After 10...exd4 ll.Axd4 
Axd4 12,cxd4 @xd4 13.±b2 @c5 from 
afar and without preparation, 14,e5l, 
cutting off the queen’s defense of the h5 
knight, looks extremely scary.

Nonetheless, Black survives here. 14...g6 
15.@d2 dxe5 16.ihdi5 @c6! The key 
move, gaining a tempo on the h i rook and 
shoring up the sixth rank. (16...gxh5?? 
17.Wg5+ &h8 18.±xe 5++-) 17.0-0-0 
gxh5 18.@g5+ @g6 19.Bxe5 f6=.

10.^xf4 exf4 11.0-0 @16 Now White 
has a free hand in the center and can try to 
make use of his pawn mass.

12.gfel Se8

I  £ i  #
i  i  i i  i  i

4 i  m

| A o o N-

A ih
aj m A A A A

13. ^,d3 There’s no need to rush matters, 
I suppose, but 13.c5 was already veiy 
interesting. Then after 13...dxc5 14.e5 @e7 
I like 15.h4! a lot - Black may be fine with 
accurate play, but it feels like he has to deal 
with a lot of threats: Ag5, itc4, or @e4, 
followed by Ad3, which all look enticing.

13...^g4 The modest 13..„t,d7 was the 
alternative.

14. £ld2 £la5l? This removes the knight

from the center and hints at the idea that Black 
will play ...c5 next, thus encouraging White 
to play c5 himself. This seems like a strange 
move to encourage, since it looks optically 
quite nice for White! A waiting game with
14.. .5ad8 makes more sense -  placing a 
rook in the center discourages White from 
attempting any funny business there.

15.c5 There were other moves too, but 
who could blame Ding for going for this? 
He gets two pawns on e5 and d5 and 
strands Black’s knight on a5.

15.. .dxc5 16.e5 @h6 17.d5 Sad8 18.c4
On the surface this position looks nice for 
White -  but looks can be deceptive.

I I  #
i i i i i i

m
4 J|A A

A 1±
A

A W A \ A A A
f l Q

The time has not yet come to discount 
Black’s chances just yet. First of all, the 
stranded knight is only a temporary issue, 
as he can bring it back to b7 after playing 
.. .b7-b6. Then he can play ...f7-f6 to induce 
e5-e6, and land the knight on d6, where 
it will be a useful blockader. Although 
White’s pawns are very nicely placed and 
choke Black’s pieces, he lacks a clear plan 
to break through.

18...b6 19.h3 ih 5  2 0 .ie4  Se7 21.ffc3 
Sde8 2 2 .if3  ^b7 23.Se2 f6 24.e6 ^d6
After a series of logical moves from both 
sides, Black has landed his knight on the ideal 
blockading square, and should now adopt a 
waiting policy for the rest of the game.

25.Sael

I  #
i  i I  i  i

i  4 A i  W
i  A £
A i
H A  A

A 1  A A

25...®f5 25...ilg6! is better. A bishop
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trade has been available to both sides for 
the last few moves, but each ignored the 
possibility. This was probably the last 
moment when Black could have avoided 
it, and it makes sense, as e4 is a critical 
square for White to use to trade off the d6 
knight. By keeping his bishop on g6, Black 
can attempt to ensure that <2ie4 is always 
met by ...itxe4 and not ...£)xe4, thereby 
retaining the strong knight on d6.

26.&xh5 ®xh5 27.Se4 Now there are 
concrete problems - how to defend the f4 
pawn?

27...®h6 28.®f3 $ld4?? This gives 
the game away in one move. 28...g5 was 
necessary to defend the pawn. 29.g4 4tld6
30.B4e2 still looks nice for White, and he 
can try to win for a long time to come, but 
Black is solid and it’s not clear if there’s 
any avenue of infiltration.

I  #
i i  I i  i

i (s]i m
i  A
A to U  i

W  \ ~
41 ih  A A j

29.Sxd4! 29.0xf4? would release all the 
pressure and play right into Black’s hands. 
Then, after 29...0xf4 30.Sxf4 c6, with the 
queens off Black can undermine the pawns 
freely. But now they feel overextended and 
suddenly White has to take care not to end 
up worse.

29.. .cxd4 30.5)b3 In a blocked position 
like this, a knight is often stronger than a 
rook. On top of that, White will win the d4 
pawn and land his knight on f5 or c6.

30.. .g5 Black would like to defend the 
pawn with 30...c5, but it loses immediately 
after 31.d6!. I guess it’s possible that Nepo 
missed this move in advance, but it must be 
said that even without this tactic, Black’s 
position is rotten to the core, as White’s 
connected passed pawns completely clog 
his position. For example, after 31...5xe6 
32.Bxe6 Bxe6 33.d7 Sd6 34.0a8+ Af7 
35.068 mate.

Therefore, the only explanation I have for
28.. .51.4 is that he simply did not consider 
29.Sxd4 at all, since it doesn’t take long to 
see that the position is just bad for Black.

31.®xd4 ffg6 32.g4! Best, since f5 is the 
ideal square for the knight as there it’s in 
close proximity to Black’s king and also 
keeps his queen in a cage.

32...fxg3 33.fxg3 h5 34.£lf5 i l l 7

Black has no counterplay whatsoever and 
can only await White’s pawn breakthrough, 
whether that be by c4-c5 or d5-d6.

35.ffe4 &h8 36.e7 fff7  37.d6 cxd6
38.®xd6 0g8  39.£)xe8 ffxe8 40.ffe6 &g7

41.S f 1 It’s hard to find a move that doesn’t 
win, but it’s important to be accurate until 
the end and not give your opponent a 
single chance. This move is best, dragging 
the h7 rook off the seventh rank.

After 41.Sdl Ag6, now Sd8 doesn’t work 
because of 0xe7, and Black can limp on.

41.. .5h6 42 .Sd l f5 43.ffe5+ &f7
44.ffxf5+ Sf6 45.ffh7+ &e6 46.ffg7  
Sg6 47.®f8 Black resigned.

One possible finish might have been
47.. .5g8 48.0xg8+ 0xg8 49.Sd8+-.

These two games are examples of a 
narrative that has persisted around this 
match, which is that many games were 
decided by poor play by the loser, rather 
than brilliant play by the winner. There’s 
some truth to this statement, but I think the 
next two games (games 5 and 6), which I 
am about to show, run counter to that view.

Game 5 showed Nepo at his absolute best,

and game 6 showed Ding at his absolute 
best. They won these games in fantastic 
fashion. While the losing player could 
have defended better at certain moments, 
they hardly handed their opponent the 
game on a silver platter. Of course players 
make mistakes - if we all played perfectly, 
every game would be a draw!

However, I invite you take a look at 
these next two games unbiased, as I think 
the winning side played terrific chess in 
each of them.

GAME

C84
Ian Nepom niachtchi 2795
Ding Liren 2788

W orld Championship Match, Astana 2023

l.e4  e5 2.&f3 ®c6 3.±b5 a6 4 .1a4  
£lf6 5.0-0 l e 7

I  JLW to  I
i  i i i i i i

i  * to
i

A A

AAA A AAA
U ih A If 14>

6.d3 Nepo had tried the sideline 6.ixc6 in 
Game 1 and got a promising position, but 
Ding would surely have checked it out and 
been ready with an improvement, so there 
was no sense in repeating it. The 6.d3 line 
then became a sort of tabiya for the match, 
appearing in five games (including rapid). 
Nepo did not venture the move 6.§el at all 
in the match.

In his match against Magnus, after 
6.Sel b5 7.iLb3 0-0, Nepo went for 
Anti-Marshall lines here, such as 8,h3 
and 8.a4.

6...b5 7 .1b3 d6 8.c3 0-0 9.h3 This 
is a nice move-order subtlety that has 
become popular in the last few years. The 
point is that White can aim to play d3-d4 
sometimes, without allowing ...J.g4.

9.Bel is the old way of playing, but then 
Black’s typical plan of ...5ia5, followed 
by ...c7-c5 works perfectly, i.e. 9...5la5 
10.iic2 c5 11.d4 exd4 12.cxd4 Jlg4 when 
the pin creates annoying pressure.
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The position is equal, but I 
would say that it’s slightly 
easier to play for White. The 
only weakness in the position 
is the d5 square, which is 
far from being a big deal 
at the moment, since Black 
can easily contest it. But 
there are scenarios in which 
you could imagine that the 
position might go wrong for 
Black. For example, if all 
the minor pieces were traded 
except for one of White’s 
knights and also Black’s 
dark-squared bishop, and 
White had the possibility of 

landing his knight on d5, then it would 
probably be terrible for Black.

18.B el The knight is preparing to go to 
f l  and then e3, eyeing the light squares.

18...Ba8 I wonder if 18...jlc8 would 
have been a more practical choice. It 
looks rather bizarre to leave the rook on 
f8 and not contest the a-file, but the point 
is that Black wants to play ...£le7 without 
trading off his light-squared bishop. 
Then 19,®fl ®e7 20.®e3 ®xd5 21.®xd5 
jld8 leaves Black’s pieces looking rather 
passive at the moment, although White 
has no way to infiltrate, and ...jS,b7 will 
come next.

19 .® d l The point is that now ...ilc8 
still doesn’t prepare ...4>}e7, since the 
rook would be hanging on a8. From an 
objective point of view, basically every 
move is fine for Black in this position, 
but sometimes when you look back and 
analyze a game, you can find certain 
moments where one side could have 
made their lives easier from a practical 
perspective.

19...1d8 19... j|c8 is a little less effective 
now, but still worth considering. After
20.®fl Ba7, the rook on a7 stands pretty 
well, and ...£le7 is coming again.

20.£ lfl &e7 21.1xb7 S xb 7  22.£le3
Black’s position is not disastrous, but 
now he has no choice but to sit and wait. 
By trading off his light-squared bishop, 
he will find it more difficult to defend d5 
in the future. The factor that keeps this 
position equal is that White’s f3 knight is 
not really doing much. If it finds a useful 
role in the fight for the d5 square, that 
would spell trouble for Ding.

9...ilb7 This move is a bit counter­
intuitive, since typically the bishop is 
not that strong on b7 if White has placed 
his pawn on d3, reinforcing the e4 pawn. 
The point is that Black is playing against 
White’s potential d3-d4 push. In fact, I 
myself was on the Black side of one of the 
important theoretical games in this line, in 
the 2021 U.S. Championship against Ray 
Robson.

Following 9...4!}a5 10.iSc2 c5 11.d4 
Wc7 12.d5 White is willing to enter into 
Chigorin structures even though he’s lost 
a tempo playing d3 first, and only then 
d4. The logic is that the position is very 
closed and that lost tempo doesn’t matter 
too much.

10.a4 A different way of playing compared 
to the typical Bel and 4lbd2 plans. The 
point is that the bishop will retreat to a2 
when ...®a5 comes, rather than c2.

10.£ibd2 &a5 l l . i c 2  c5 12.Bel Be8 
13.®fl h6 14.4bg3 jlf8 15.d4 Again, as is 
typical in this line, White plays d4 at the 
optimal moment, even if it means losing 
a tempo. 15...cxd4 16.cxd4 exd4 17.4bxd4

I I A
A 4 4

4 4 % 4
% 4

■
© A

© A
A i t B A
f l A w f l H

17...0C7 was now an important move -  
the point is that I have ideas of playing 
...d6-d5, since White can’t play e4-e5 in 
response as my queen covers that square. 
18.jS.f4 ®c4 19.£idf5 ®xb2 20.®cl ®c4

21.j|xh6 gxh6 22.®xh6+ Jlxh6 23.®xh6 
Be6 24.©f5 &e8 R.Robson 2669 - J.Burke 
2554, Saint Louis 2021. Robson went 
all-in attacking my king, but I have enough 
pieces on that side of the board to defend. 
The game was drawn in the end.

10...£sa5 l l . i ,a 2  c5

I m I
A A 4 4 4

4 4 *
% 4 4 4
A

A A
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f l © A fjf f l <4>

12.Ag5 The first new move, and a logical 
one. White is aiming to take the knight on 
f6 and apply long-term positional pressure 
on the light squares.

12...h6 13.ilxf6 ix f 6  14.axb5 axb5 
15.$lbd2 £ sc6 The knight no longer 
really serves much purpose on a5, as the 
main reason it moved there was to clear 
the way for the c-pawn to reach c5 -  so 
it returns.

1 6 .id 5  Bxal 17.ffxal ffd7

I #
A m  4 4

% 4 A  4
4 4 A l

A
A A l  £> J A

A ih A  A
W 1 i 5
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22...±b6

23.h4! I like this move a lot as it strives 
to gain kingside space. 23.£)h4 is a logical 
move, aiming for &f5, but Black has an 
obvious reply in 23...g6. This is why Nepo 
wanted to push his pawn to h5 before 
attempting 4ih4.

23...®c6!? 23...Ba2! I think Ding should 
have jumped at the chance to create 
counterplay. This was the last moment he 
could have equalized comfortably.

m % i i
£ i i
i i i

A %
A A

I □ A A
If 1 H

Black’s idea is ...c5-c4 in a lot of cases, 
thereby increasing the scope of his 
bishop.
A) 24.®bl ®a6 25.h5 c4!
B )  24.®b3 0 a6  and with ...034 on the 

way in order to trade queens, Black is 
fine.

C) 24.h5 c4! (Not 24...Sxb2?? 25.Wal 
51,b3 26.§2d2, trapping the rook and 
winning.) 25.dxc4 iLxe3 26.Sxe3 
bxc4.

24.h5 Now 4bh4 is coming, followed by 
&f5, so there’s no longer time to wait 
around.

24...C4 25.d4 exd4 White’s loose central 
pawn is poisoned! 25...Sxe4?? 26.®xc4 
®c6 27.Axb6 ®xb6 28.dxe5+-.

26. £lxd4 ® c5 Ding wants to prevent a 
knight from jumping to f5 by pressuring 
White’s f2 pawn. Instead, after 26...®d7
27. ®ef5, Black’s d6 pawn is weak and 
White is definitely better.

27.®g4 27.043! would have caused 
serious problems for Black, as now 
...We5 can always be met with ®g4.

27...®e5 28.£tf3 ®e6 29.£\f5 &xf5
30. exf5 ®f6? After playing well for the 
last couple moves, Ding makes a serious 
mistake. He had to continue 3O...0d7, 
maintaining control of the light squares, 
when 0 e4  can always be met with ...d5.

31. ® e4 Sb8

I #
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32.1e2! I cannot heap enough praise 
on this move. I’m sure it’s what Ding 
missed. It’s pure prophylaxis -  Black’s 
only idea was to play ...b4. Now that the 
b2 pawn is defended, White can simply 
meet ...b4 with cxb4.

Ding was counting on 32.g4 b4!, 
greatly simplifying the position. After 
33.0xc4 bxc3 34.bxc3 d5! 35.0xd5 
0xc3, White is up a pawn, but it’s 
doubled and everything is on the same 
side of the board, so it should be a draw.

32.. .1 c 5  33.g4 Now a nightmare 
scenario has arisen for Black -  his light- 
squared weaknesses remain, his king 
is coming under attack and he has no 
counterplay at all. The position is still 
tenable, but it’s so hard for a human to 
defend this. In fact I’d estimate that 
between two elite players of similar 
strength, White would win about 80% of 
the time from here.

33.. .®d8 34.®d5 <&f8 At some
point Black might start thinking about 
desperately chucking a pawn by 34...b4, 
just to open lines. Then, although after 
35.0xc4 bxc3 36.bxc3 0d7, Black is 
down a pawn for nothing, at least his 
rook is now active.

35.^ f l  Sc8 35...0c8! was absolutely 
the last chance. Black has to prepare 
...®b7 to expel the queen. I understand 
why Ding didn’t like this, as it allows 
f5-f6, but it’s a necessary evil. He will

not get another chance. Admittedly, 
following 36.f6 gxf6 37.0e4 and ®h4 
next, Black’s position is just miserable.

I f
i  i

i i
A £ W A A

i A |
A

A I1 A

36.!e4! The start of a fantastic conception 
that is easy to overlook. It still doesn’t look 
like White is threatening anything.

36.. .1b8 37.g5 hxg5 38.1g4 Presumably, 
only now did Ding see his opponent’s idea.

38.. .1a8 Instead, after 38...f6

I
i

i i
i £ w A i A

i f l
A ih

A A

...comes SQAhT!! which is easy to miss -  
otherwise Black would be fine. 39...gxh4 
is now met by 40.h6+-.

39.®xg5 S a l+  40.^>e2 4O.0’g2 This also 
wins. Nepo probably didn’t want to allow 
the queen trade, but White has a forcing 
sequence to end the game. 40...®a8 
41,®xa8+ Sxa8

42.f6! gxf6 43.®h7+ &e7 44.Se4+ &d7
45.'2lxf6+ 0C6 46.Se8+- The h-pawn 
cannot be stopped.

40...®e7+ 41.®e4 ®e8
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42.&f3 There’s not much that Black can 
do about the imminent f5-f6.

42...ffa8 43.ffxa8+ Sxa8 44.f6 g6 44...
gxf6 45.&xf6 &e7 46.®g8+ &f8 47.h6+-.

45.hxg6 fxg6 46.Sxg6 Sa2 47.&g4 
lx b 2  48.1h6 Black resigned.

Since with ®g5 or &f5 on the way, Black 
will either get mated soon or the white 
pawn will get promoted.

GAME

D02
Ding Liren 2788
Ian Nepom niachtchi 2795

W orld Championship M atch, Astana 2023

1.d4 £>f6 2.5V3 d5 3 .& f4  c5 4.e3 & c6  5.®bd2 cxd4 
6.exd4 A f5  7.c3 e6 8.&b5 A d6 9 . ix d 6  S x d 6 10.0- 
0 0 -0  ll .S e l h6 12.&e5 & e7  13.a4 a6 14.Af1 ftd 7  
15.«ixd7 S xd7  16.a5 S c 7 1 7 .S f3  Sfc8 18.Sa3 ig 6  
19.&b3 £sc6 20 .S g3  f fe 7  21.h4 Se8 2 2 A c 5  e5 
23.Sb3 <Sixa5 24.Sxe5 ® f6  25.Sa3 5 ic4  2 6 .ix c 4  
dxc4 27.h5 i c 2  28.®xb7 ® b6  29.® d6 Hxe5 
30 .® xe 5® xb2

Ding has outplayed his opponent in 
a London system, and just needs to 
consolidate and get a solid grip on the 
position. The only problem at the moment is 
that Black’s queen is very active. However, 
®xc4 wins a free pawn and defends the 
rook, so that’s a no-brainer, right?

Ding Liren and Richard Rapport in 2014
U N V E IL IN G  T H E  IN T E R P LA Y  B E T W E E N  C H ESS IN FO R M A N T, DING LIR E N 'S  
T R IU M P H , A N D  T H E  CR EATIO N  OF A M E R IC A N  C H ESS M A G A ZIN E

N in e  y e a rs  ag o , I g i f te d  D in g  L ire n  a 
c o p y  o f  C he ss  in fo rm a n t  121, a n d  a t  th e  
o p e n in g  c e re m o n y  o f  a b ig  in te rn a t io n a l 
to u rn a m e n t ,  he g ra c io u s ly  p o s e d  fo r  a 
p ro m o t io n a l p h o to g ra p h . L a te r , I s a w  
h im  d e e p ly  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  In fo rm a n t ,  
p a y in g  no  a t te n t io n  to  th e  c o c k ta i l  p a r ty  
a ro u n d  h im . T h a t p a r t ic u la r  v o lu m e  had 
a n n o ta t io n s  a n d  e x c e p t io n a l fe a tu re s  
by W e s le y  So a n d  S a m  S h a n k la n d , 
a m o n g  o th e rs , a n d  it  w a s  c le a r  th a t  
D in g  w a s  t r u ly  p a s s io n a te  a b o u t 
a d v a n c in g  in  h is  c h e s s  c a re e r .  H is  
b e h a v io r  w a s  r e m in is c e n t  o f  F is c h e r, 
a n d  I ha d  a s tro n g  fe e lin g  he w o u ld  
go  fa r  in  h is  c a re e r .  Today, I o f fe r  m y  
h e a r t fe lt  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  h im  as  th e  
n e w  w o r ld  c h a m p io n !

If  y o u  fo llo w e d  th e  r e c e n t  t i t le  
m a tc h  b e tw e e n  D in g  L ire n  and  
N e p o m n ia c h tc h i,  y o u  m ig h t  ha ve  
n o t ic e d  D ing 's  s e c o n d , th e  H u n g a r ia n  
g ra n d m a s te r  R ic h a rd  R a p p o r t , 
k n o w n  fo r  h is  u n iq u e  p la y in g  s ty le , 
in te re s t in g ly ,  in  th e  s a m e  y e a r th a t  I 
g a ve  D in g  C he ss  In fo rm a n t 121, I a lso  
in t ro d u c e d  y o u n g  R a p p o r t  to  C h e ss  
In fo rm a n t 120.

Ding Liren, Moscow 2014 Photo by Josip Asik

Richard Rapport, Belgrade 2014 
Photo by Josip Asik

D id y o u  k n o w  th a t  th e  s p e c if ic  
C h e ss  In fo rm a n t s e r ie s  f r o m  2010 to  
2016 (v o lu m e s  #1 09 -1 3 0 ), w h ic h  b o th  
D in g  a n d  R a p p o r t  e n jo y e d , e f fe c t iv e ly  
s e rv e d  a s  th e  n u c le u s  fo r  A m e r ic a n  
C h e ss  M a g a z in e ?

T h e  e d ito r s  a n d  d e s ig n e rs  w h o  
w o rk e d  to g e th e r  o n  C h e ss  in fo rm a n t 
w e n t  o n  to  c re a te  A m e r ic a n  C he ss  
M a g a z in e , b u ild in g  o n  t h e ir  e x p e r ie n c e  
to  d e v e lo p  s o m e th in g  n e w  a n d  e x c it in g .

J o s ip  A s ik ,
E dito r, A m e rica n  Chess M agazine
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31.Sa5! It’s too soon to go for 31 Ae8, as 
after 31...§xe8 32.®xe8+ cl?h7 33.Sxa6 
®cl+ 3 4 . 2  ®f4+ 35.&gl ®cl+ leads 
to a perpetual check.

31.®xc4 would in fact allow his 
advantage to slip. For example, 31...®cl+
32.®h2 M 3 33.®e3 ® dl and Black will 
take the h5 pawn next and be close to 
equality.

31...^h7 31...®xc3? 32.©e8 Now that 
Black’s queen isn’t in position to give 
a perpetual check on c l and f4, this just 
wins. 32...Bxe8 33.®xe8+ &h7 34.Bd5+-.

32.Sc5?! Giving Black another chance. 
I totally understand why Ding didn’t 
play 32.®el!, since it’s not very intuitive 
to remove the queen from a very active 
square and assign it to a passive role. 
But concretely, this works out well, since 
Black can’t defend the c4 and f7 pawns.

A) 32...±d3 33.®xc4! &xc4 34.®e4+ g6 
35.hxg6+ ®g7 36.®xa8 and there’s 
no perpetual: 36...Bcl+ 37.'®h2 ®f4+ 
38.g3 Bxf2+ 39.®g2+-

B) 32...®b3 33.®xf7.

3 2 ...® c l+ ?  Black really needs to take 
the pawn with 32...®xc3. In the game 
continuation, all his problems remained, 
and his king was under attack, but at least 
then he could have maintained material 
equality. True, White can capture on c4 
or go on the attack (with £sxf7 or Bc7 for 
example) but Black is okay.

33.®xf7 M 3! 34.gc7 ®cl+ 35.®h2 Se8!

the black queen from returning to g5 
in many lines.

36 ...1b l Upon 36...a3 37.gc7 gg8 
38,ftd5 ®h8 39.Ba7+- Black’s 
pawn is contained and White has 
ideas such as ®e7.

37.Sc7 Sg8 38.®d5 &h8 39.Sa7 
a3 40.^e7 Sf8

41.d5 Not the only way to win, but 
a nice one. We’ll see why controlling 
the e6 square is so important.

41...a2 42.ffc7 &h7 43.£)g6 Sg8 
44.® 17 Black resigned

Bxg8 is an unstoppable threat, since 
the black king can’t escape to e6! For 
example, 44,..Sg5 45.®xg8+ ®xg8
46.Ba8+ ®f7 47.Sf8 mate.

Now, if ®xe8, Black has a perpetual check, 
starting with ...Bf4+. Granted, none of this 
was easy to see before ...Bxc3, but I think 
it was one of those situations where you 
have to take the pawn and go for it, even if 
you can’t calculate everything. Otherwise, 
your position is just lost.

33.®h2 f6 34.® g3 Now Black’s only 
hope is the passed a-pawn, but he will be 
too distracted dealing with mate threats to 
effectively exploit it.

34...a5 35.l?)xc4 a4

36.£le3! An important move, preventing

After this pair of games, the match 
remained tied at 3-3. We then arrived at 
one of the most dramatic games of the 
match. If Nepo had gone on to win the 
match, this particular game certainly would 
have been remembered as a turning point.

Ding played the French for the first and 
only time, forgoing his usual Spanish as 
Black. Everything seemed to be normal 
until the clock reared its ugly head.

C07
Ian Nepom niachtchi 2795
Ding Liren 2788

W orld Championship Match, Astana 2023

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3 .M 2  c5 4 .® g f3  cxd4 5 A x d 4  
£>f6 6.exd5 &xd5 7 .ft2 f3  Ae7 8 .1 c4  & c6  9 A x c 6  
bxc6 10.0-0 0 -0  11.ffe2 ib 7  12.1d3 S c 7  13.1fe4 
£>f6 14.Sh4 c5 15.1f4 9 b 6  16.&e5 Sad8 17.Sae1 
g6 1 8 .ig 5  Sd4 19.®h3 f fc 7  20 .b3 5lh5 21.f4 Ad6
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22.c3 & x f4  23.&xf4 SxfA 24 .3x f4  ix e 5  25.Sh4 
3d8 26 .1e4 ix e 4  27.Hhxe4 Sd5 28.Sh4 f fd 6  
29.1fe3 h5 30.g3 & f6  31.Sc4

Up to this point, both sides have played 
an incredible game. They’ve navigated an 
extremely complicated position without 
making any serious errors. Black is down 
an exchange for a pawn, but his king is 
much safer than his opponent’s. Also, he 
controls the d-file, while White’s rooks 
are not coordinated. It should be close to 
equal, but practically, it feels easier to play 
Black. With 9 minutes left to reach move 
40, spectators watched in disbelief as Ding 
went on to use almost all of his remaining 
time on the next two moves, leaving 
himself with less than a minute. This is 
even worse than it sounds, since there is no 
increment before move 60!

This can only be explained by nerves, 
and a strange misevaluation of the position, 
since at the press conference Ding said 
that he already felt like the position was 
going wrong for him, and he spent his 
time in vain trying to find an acceptable 
continuation. All I can say is that when 
you’re sitting at the board, under all the 
pressure of the moment, it’s an entirely 
different world than when you’re looking 
at the computer screen at home. Under 
normal circumstances, Ding would never 
feel that Black is in any danger here, but 
the World Championship is a different 
creature altogether.

31.. .h4 Objectively, this is an excellent 
move, but perhaps it can be criticized 
for changing the nature of the position 
before reaching the time control. Maybe 
Ding should have “marked time” until he 
reached move 40, and then figured out how 
to proceed. Now things become concrete.

32.gxh4 Sd2 This is just a blank shot, 
giving White an easy reply. Best was
32.. .11e5!, when the threat of ...l,xh2+ isn’t 
easy to meet. 33.®e2 prevents ...Sd2 by 
keeping an eye on the e5 bishop, but only 
temporarily. (33.Se2 M,xh2+! 34.Sxh2

SdJ+ 35.&g2 Sd2+-+) 33...&f4! This is 
a nice square for the bishop, and it can be 
supported with ...e6-e5 if needed.

33.Se2

33.. .5d3?? He had to simply go back 
by 33,..Sd5 and cut his losses. Despite 
the waste of tempi, nothing terrible has 
happened to Black, and his position is 
still fine.

34.@xc5 This is just a free pawn. There’s 
only one idea for Black here, but given that 
Ding didn’t play it, one has to assume that 
there was not much calculation behind this 
series of moves -  he simply panicked.

34.. .11dl+ 34...J.d4+! had to be tried. 
Though still losing, it’s extremely close to 
working -  and it’s hard to figure everything 
out at the board. The point is that it cuts 
off the white rook’s protection of the f4 
square. White replies 35.cxd4.

i i
W i i

P|
f l
Q 0

A I
A f l A

Now Black has two serious tries -  ...Bf4, 
and ...Sdl+ followed by ...S’f4. Both look 
promising.
A) 35...®f4 threatens Sdl+ followed 

by 8T1+, among other things. Then 
36.Bcl! is the only way to win. (36. We5 
Wg4+ 37.&f2 Wf3+ 38.&gl Wg4+=)
36...Sg4+ 37,Sg2 Sdl+ 38.Exdl
Sxdl+  39.^f2 Arriving at a position 
that looks like it could be a perpetual 
-  but it simply isn’t. 39...®d2+ 40.'Af3 
®d3+ 41.&g4 We4+ 42.Ah3 Sf3+
43.Bg3 ®fl+ 44.Ag4 If the queen 
wasn’t on c5, then Black could play

...® 5 mate! 44...'0’e2+ 45.ii?g5 ®d2+ 
46.&f6 WU+ 47.^?e7t— The king 
finally escapes.

B) 35...Bdl+ 36.Ag2 1ff4 37.1fe5! Not 
only defending several key squares, 
but also threatening Sc8+ followed by 
mate.
B l) 37...®  1+ 38.&g3 Bd3+ (38...Wgl + 
39.&f4 S/T+ 40.ske4 Whl+ 41.&d3+-)
39.Be3 B gl+  40.&f3 ® 1+  41.Ag4 
®g2+ 42.Sg3+-
B2) 37...®g4+ 38.^ f 2 Sxh4+ 39.®g3 
®f6+ 40.&e3+-

35.^>g2 Now Black has no hope.

35...®d3 36.gf2 &g7 37.Scf4 ffxc3  
Ding either flagged or resigned at this 
point, but in any case White will just 
trade queens and then take on f7, with a 
completely winning position.

All in all, as chess fans, I’m not sure what 
more we could have asked for from this 
match. Even most of the draws, which we 
didn’t have space to include in this report, 
were exciting!

One has to feel for Nepo, who lost his 
second World Championship match in a 
row, but remember how he bounced back 
to steamroll the Candidates tournament 
after losing the match to Magnus. It’s still 
a way away, but I wouldn’t be surprised if 
he managed to do it again.

And when it comes to Ding, how could 
you not admire his fighting spirit? He 
played in a Candidates tournament which 
he had originally not qualified for, then 
got destroyed by Nepo as White in the 
first round of that tournament. He pulled 
himself back into contention and won a 
critical last round game to finish in second 
place, which ended up being meaningful 
when Magnus declined to defend his title. 
He then was behind for most of the present 
match, and literally took the lead for the 
first time in the final rapid game. Congrats 
to him -  he earned it fully. There were so 
many moments where others would have 
given up, but he never did.
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C O A C H ' S  C O R N E R

WHAT DECIDED THE MATCH IN ASTANA?

Ding's Restored 
Confidence
R enow ned coach V ladim ir Georgiev asse rts  th a t  th e  WCC m atch  
s ta n d s  o u t as one o f  the  m ost ex trao rd inary  in the  en tire  h isto ry  
o f C ham pionships. In h is analysis, he  delves in to  the  m em orable 
m om en ts  th a t  unfo lded , th e  u p s an d  dow ns experienced  by  the  
players, th e ir stra teg ic  approaches to  the  m atch, an d  the  pivotal 
role o f their seconds.

G randm aste r V lad im ir 
Georgiev, based in Venice, 
F lorida, possesses 25+ years 
of coach ing experience, guiding
w o rld -c la s s  p layers such
as GM J e ffe ry  Xiong , who

By GM Vladimir Georgiev

F irs t, a hu ge  th a n k s  to  M agnus 
C arlsen , s in c e  w ith o u t  h is  
d e c is io n  to  w ith d ra w  fro m  
d e fe n d in g  h is  t i t le ,  w e  w o u ld  
n e ve r have had th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  w itn e s s  th e  g re a te s t m a tc h  
e ve r fo r  th e  W orld  C hess 
C h a m p io n s h ip !

D ing L ire n  re a lly  d e s e rv e d  his 
h a rd -e a rn e d  s u cc e s s  and I am 
im p re s s e d  w ith  h is  s u p e rh u m a n  
w illp o w e r. It is im p o r ta n t to  p o in t 
o u t th a t  he had n o t p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  any  s tro n g  o v e r - th e -b o a rd  
to u rn a m e n ts  fo r  th e  p re v io u s  
th re e  years .

As you m ay know, C hina was 
in to ta l lo ckd o w n  a lm o s t th e  
w ho le  tim e  d u ring  th e  pa ndem ic. 
D ing w as no t ab le  to  tra ve l o r 
p a r t ic ip a te  in to u rn a m e n ts  and 
w as th e re fo re  "out o f shape". He 
c o u ld n 't even w o rk  w ith  h is  te am  
on his no rm a l p re p a ra tio n  fo r  
such a b ig m atch , because  no 
one w a n te d  to  tra ve l to  C hina and 
risk  be ing placed in  q u a ra n tin e  
fo r  tw o  w eeks  th e  m o m e n t th ey  
s tep ped  o f f  th e  plane. So, look ing  
a t th e  w ho le  scen a rio  o f be ing  in 
China, try in g  to  p re pa re  h is  plan o f 
cam pa ign , rem a in in g  fo cu se d  on 
his goa ls  and asse m b lin g  a "chess 
te am " to  w o rk  w ith , u n d e r try in g  
c o n d itio n s , i t  w as a w o n d e rfu l 
a c c o m p lis h m e n tto  have ach ieved 
w h a t he even tua lly  d id .

U pon a rr iva l he w as  ra th e r 
o v e rw h e lm e d  by h is  n e w fre e d o m

Ding’s win is 
a testament 

not only to his 
chess skills, 

but also to his 
psychological 
strength and 

courage to 
overcome 
adversity.

to  go o u ts id e , m e e t h is  fr ie n d s  
and te a m m a te s  and ju s t  en jo y  
h im s e lf. T h is  fa c t  m akes it  c le a r 
th a t  D ing m ay have had d i f f ic u l ty  
on c o n c e n tra t in g  d u r in g  th e  
ea rly  gam es. In fa c t,  w h e n  he 
f i r s t  a rr iv e d  in A s tan a , he had to  
chan ge  h o te ls  in  o rd e r  to  he lp 
h im  reg a in  h is  chess  fo cu s .

As th e  m a tc h  p ro g re ss e d , 
D ing g o t in to  h is  s tr id e  and 
re c o v e re d  h is  s tre n g th . He g o t 
m o re  s e tt le d  in  h is  s u rro u n d in g s  
and w as  a b le  to  use h is  
p re p a ra tio n  and b r ill ia n c e  to  
o v e rc o m e  an ea rly  d e fe a t. I 
be lie ve  h is  c o m e b a c k  a f te r  th e

Ding Liren 2788 
L.Aronian 2740
Internet blitz 2021.

12.£txc5U ix c 5  13.dxc5 4hd7
14.c6 &xc6 15.b3 B f6  16.Ba2 
4hce5 17.4hxe5 £fxe5 18.Ae2 0-0 
19.Bd2 Bac8 20.f3 h5 21.e4 h4 
22.h3 a5 23. Ab2 9 g 5  2 4 .& h l <Sg6
2 5 .A fl £lf4 26.Ad4 f5 27.exf5 
® xf5  28.Be5 S g 6  29.Bxa5 
®xh3 30.Ba7 Sf7 31.Sxb7 Bxb7 
32.gxh3 Bd7 33.a5 1-0

Ding Liren 2788 
Ian Nepomniachtchi 2761

Game 2

1 2 .£ tx f6 + ??  D ing had sp e n t m ore  
th a n  20 m in u te s  on 12.'Sxf6+, 
w h ic h  w as a fa m ilia r  p o s it io n  
to  h im , and th e n  tra ve lle d  on 
a m is ta k e n  pa th . I s im p ly  do 
n o t u n d e rs ta n d  h is d e c is io n  a t 
th is  m o m e n t. W hite lost in 29  
moves, see Page 15.

A fte r  th is  loss I'm ce rta in  th e re  
Ding su ffe re d  a s leepless n igh t. 
Im agine w h a t w illp o w e r it  to o k  
fo r h im  to  com e back fro m  th a t 
de fea t even s tro n g e r and m ore 
co n fid e n t. A fte r  all, he w as able to  
equalize  the  score, even th o ug h  
th e  chess m edia  had a lready 
w r itte n  h im  o f f  to  lose the  m atch .

becam e the  W orld  Champion 
U20 in 2016, and GM A ntoaneta  
Stefanova, the  W om en's W orld  
Chess Cham pion in 2004.
As a player, he achieved 
cham pionsh ip  t it le s  in B u lgaria  
and N orth  M acedonia, qua lified  
fo r  the  W orld  Cup 2007, and 
earned a s ilv e r  m edal in Calvia 
2004 Chess O lympiad.

lo ss  in  Gam e 2 w as  th e  m o s t 
im p o r ta n t m o m e n t in  th e  m a tc h .

In dee d , I th in k  th e  c o n te s t 
w as  a m a z in g , be ca u se  it  w as 
e s s e n tia lly  a s tru g g le  b e tw e e n  
D ing and D ing h im s e lf. F ro m  m y 
p e rs p e c tiv e , i t  d id  n o t lo ok  like  
N epo p layed any  ro le  in th e  ups 
and d o w n s  o f th e  m a tc h  o r  th e  
c ra z in e ss  d u r in g  p lay  and w he n  
D ing lo s t on t im e .

D ing w as  d o in g  v e ry  w e ll up 
u n t il th e  u n lu ck y  G am e 7 (see 
Page 24). In m y o p in io n  he p layed 
h is  b e s t ch e s s  in th a t  g a m e . W ith  
th e  b la c k  p ie c e s , he s u rp r is e d  
N epo w ith  th e  F re n ch  D efense, 
th e n  o u tp la y e d  h im  on h is  ow n 
te r r i to r y  and even a llo w e d  h im  
c h a n ce s  to  la u n ch  an a t ta c k .

W e a ll k n o w  N ep o  is  a m a s te r 
o f a t ta c k in g  ch e s s  w h ic h  is  one 
o f h is  s tro n g e s t s u its . D ing w as 
b o b b in g  and w e a v in g  to  avo id  
Nepo's b low s  and, d e s p ite  th is  
f ie r c e a t ta c k ,  he w a s a b le to c o p e  
w ith  a ll th e  p ro b le m s  c o n fro n t in g  
h im . In a g e n iu s  w ay  D ing th e n  
tu rn e d  th e  ta b le s  on N ep o  and 
w as  ab le  to  ga in  th e  a d va n ta g e . 
B u t th e n , a m az in g ly , w ith o u t  
e x p la n a tio n  in  w h a t w as  v e ry
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C O A C H ' S  C O R N E R

l.d4 £lf6 2.c4 e6 3.®c3 ib 4  4.e3 0-0 5.a3 ±xc3+ 6.bxc3 d6 7.®e2

G.Kaidanov 2616 - A.Onischuk 2641
Chicago 2002.

7...e5 8.<&g3 §e8 9 .id3  e4 
lO .ib l b6 11.f3 ±a6 12.fxe4 
ix c4  13.Bf3 <Sbd7

14.Sa2!! ixa2  15.Axa2 £)f8 
16.0-0 &g6 17.id2 Sd7
18.£>f5 Sd8 19.e5 dxe5 20,e4 
exd4 21.®xg7 ®e5 22.®h3 
dxc3 23„t,xc3 &xg7 24.ffg3+ 
&g6 25.1xf6+ ®xf6 26.Sxf6 
&xf6 27,h4 Se5 28.®f3+ &g7 
29.h5 f6 30.hxg6 hxg6 31.Sd3 
Bae8 32.®c4 H5e7 33.Sc6 
Hxe4 34.Sxc7+ S8e7 35.Sb8 
&h6 36.Sf8+ &g5 37.1f7 Sc7 
38.Sg7 Hcl+ 39,&f2 Sc2+ 
40.&f3 Hf4+ 41.&e3 1 -0

p o s s ib ly a  w in n in g  p o s it io n , D ing 
m y s te r io u s ly  co u ld  n o t c o m e  up 
w ith  th e  c o r re c t  c o n t in u a t io n  
and  t ra g ic a lly  w e n t on to  lose  
on t im e . T h is  o c c u r re n c e  is 
t ru ly  u n e x p la in a b le  w h e n  w e 
a re  d e a lin g  w ith  s o m e o n e  w ith  
h is  v a s t e x p e rie n c e  and s u p e rb  
s k il ls . It is  m y o p in io n  th a t  th e  
p re ss u re  o f th e  m a tc h , be in g  
fo r  th e  W orld  C h a m p io n s h ip  and 
th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t c h a lle n g e  
o f  h is  life , m u s t have c re a te d  
s o m e  d is c o n n e c t in  h is  th o u g h t 
p ro ce ss e s , c a u s in g  h im  to  
fre e z e  in  h is  d e c is io n -m a k in g .

A nd  so, in su ch  a s itu a tio n , 
D ing u lt im a te ly  lo s t on t im e  -  
w h ic h  co u ld  e a s ily  have be en  th e  
p e n u lt im a te  m o m e n t in  w h ic h  he 
c o m p le te ly  c o lla p s e d .

H ow ever, as  c le a r ly  s how n  
by th e  c o u rs e  o f th e  m a tch , 
D ing, w ith  in c re d ib le  fo r t i tu d e  
and g re a t f ig h t in g  s p ir i t ,  w as  
ab le  to  re g ro u p  an d  f in a lly  
e m e rg e  v ic to r io u s . T h is  w in  
is a te s ta m e n t n o t o n ly  to  h is  
ch e s s  s k ills , b u t a lso  to  h is

Ding Liren 2829 
Ian Nepomniachtchi 2761

Game 8

7...c5 8.®g3 ®c6

9 .S a 2 ! i A g re a t idea . In th is  
sa m e  c o n n e c t io n  see  th e  gam e 
K a id a no v  -  O n ischu k , p layed 
a b o u t 20  ye a rs  ago.

p s yc h o lo g ic a l s tre n g th  and 
c o u ra g e  to  o v e rc o m e  a d v e rs ity . 
It sh o u ld  be an e x a m p le  to  all 
ch e s s  p layers , w h a te v e r  s k ill 
o r  leve l, th a t  w ith  co u ra g e , 
s tre n g th  and b e lie f in  on e se lf, 
on e  can  a c h ie v e  s u cc e s s  on 
th e  w o n d e r fu l and b e a u tifu l 
b a tt le f ie ld  o f th e  ch e s s  board .

So h o w  d id  D ing u lt im a te ly  
re c o v e r and f ig h t  back?  I be lieve  
th a t  h is  s e co n d , R a p p o rt, p layed 
a g re a t de a l in  re s to r in g  D ing's 
s tre n g th  and s e lf-c o n fid e n c e , 
d e s p ite  m is s in g  a w in  in  gam e 8 
(se e  a lso  Page 14).

A g re a t g a m e  th a t  w as  
f in is h e d  as a d ra w  by D ing b u t, 
du e  to  bad t im e  m a n a g e m e n t,

26 .d7  I be lieve  th a t now  D ing d id  
n o t even c o n s id e r 2 6 .S d3H , w h ic h  
w in s  on th e  sp o t, s in ce  he knew  
he w as s till w in n in g  w ith  d6-d7  
-  w h ic h  is w h y he p layed so  fa s t. 
A lso, he w as a fra id  to  g e t beh ind  
on th e  c lock .

he m iss e d  a s im p le  w in  tw ic e .  
A f te r  s u ch  a p a in fu l g a m e  fo r  
h im , I w a s  s u rp r is e d  th a t  N ep o  
d id n 't t r y  to  f in is h  th e  m a tc h  
th e re  an d  th e n . I g u e s s  he w as  
ra th e r  a fra id , so  d e c id e d  to  
ju s t  w a it  fo r  D ing  to  m a ke  o th e r  
b lu n d e rs  d u r in g  th e  m a tc h  and 
th a t  w o u ld  se a l th e  d e a l. He 
m u s t have fo rg o t te n  th e  old  
s a y in g  " s tr ik e  w h ile  th e  iro n  
is h o t" . I t  s e e m s  th a t  N epo's  
s e c o n d s  n e ve r in fo rm e d  h im  
th a t  D ing w a s  o u tp la y in g  h im  
in a lm o s t e v e ry  g a m e . A ls o  th a t  
he m u s t t r y  to  in c re a s e  h is  lead 
even fu r th e r .

In th e  n e x t fe w  ga m e s, D ing 
d id  n o t p lay all th a t  w e ll. He m u s t

3 2 . ^ 1 ? ?  Ding m isses w in n ing  
m oves n o t once  b u t tw ic e , and 
th e n  ove rlo o ks  th e  o u tr ig h t 
w in  3 2 .9 x d 8 . He p layed really 
qu ickly, sp e n d in g  less th a n  a 
m in u te  on su ch  an im p o rta n t 
d e c is ion . Instead  he should  
have a t leas t ca lcu la te d  th e  
co n seq u e n ce s  a fte r  S x d 8 , 
because  th a t cou ld  w e ll have w on 
on th e  sp o t. N ow  you can  see 
th a t D ing w as so obsessed n o t to  
fa ll beh ind  Nepo on tim e  th a t he 
d idn 't even a tte m p t to  ca lcu la te  
b e fo re  m ak ing  such  an im p o rta n t 
d ec is ion . Draw in 45  moves.

have d e c id e d  it  w a s  now  t im e  fo r  
a b ig  f ig h t  o r  th e  m a tc h  w o u ld  
be over. T h e re fo re , in ga m e  12, 
D ing ch o s e  a v e ry  ra re  C olle  
S ys te m  w h ic h  w o u ld  p ro d u ce  
a p ro lo n g e d  s tru g g le  w ith o u t  
fo rc in g  o p e n in g  lines . W e can 
see th a t  th e  ga m e  f lu c tu a te d  up 
and do w n  and D ing w o n  n ice ly  
a f te r  h is  o p p o n e n t co lla p s e d  
u n d e r th e  p re ss u re . N ep o  knew  
he had s to o d  b e t te r  b u t he 
w as  n o t s u f f ic ie n t ly  d e c is iv e  
a t c r i t ic a l m o m e n ts  and fa ile d  
to  f in d  a w ay  to  in c re a s e  th e  
p re ss u re  on D ing's k in g . A ga in , 
N epo  w a s  o u tp la y e d  on h is  ow n 
te r r i to ry .

W hy  d id  th is  happ en?  W as 
it  p o ss ib le  th a t  N epo's te a m  
d id  n o t p re p a re  a d e q u a te ly  fo r  
th is  m a tc h ?  An un a n sw e re d  
q u e s tio n . T h e  n e x t ga m e  N epo 
s im p ly  d re w  w ith o u t  a f ig h t ,  
h o p in g  to  rea ch  th e  tie b re a k . In 
th e  la s t gam e , D ing a p p a re n t ly  
w as  n o t s u re  w h e th e r  to  p lay 
fo r  a d ra w  o r  a w in  w ith  th e  
w h ite  p ie c e s  and g o t in to  a lo t 
o f  tro u b le . Then, s u rp r is in g ly , 
N epo  ag a in  m issed  h is  c h a n ce s . 
F ina lly , a f te r  so m any e x c it in g

N e p o  p la y e d  t o o  “s a f e ”
N e p o m n ia c h tc h i is  an a m a z in g  an d  w o n d e r fu lly  g i f te d  
p la y e r so  I c a n 't u n d e rs ta n d  w hy, in w h a t w a s  h is  s e c o n d  
W o rld  C h a m p io n s h ip  m a tc h , he  p la ye d  fo r  s u ch  s o lid  and  d ry  
p o s it io n s  w h e n  h is  usu a l a p p ro a c h  to  th e  g a m e  is to  c re a te  
h ig h ly  d y n a m ic  p o s it io n s  s im i la r  to  th e  g re a t T a l. I s im p ly  do 
n o t k n o w  w h y  he d id  n o t p lay  h is  usu a l g a m e . As an e a r lie r  
e x a m p le  o f  w h a t I m ean , in a p re v io u s  w o r ld  t i t le  m a tc h , 
A n a n d  had p re p a re d  s h a rp  d y n a m ic  o p e n in g  p lay  to  c o m b a t 
th e  p o s it io n a l s ty le  o f th e  s o lid  K ra m n ik . I th in k  th a t  N epo's  
c o n s e rv a t iv e  and  "sa fe " a p p ro a c h , w h ic h  n e ith e r  s u ite d  h im  
n o r w a s  c u s to m a ry  fo r  h is  s ty le  o f p lay, w a s  th e  p r in c ip a l 
fa c to r  w h y  he d id  n o t w in  th e  w o r ld  t i t le .
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C O A C H ' S  C O R N E R Chess
PSYCHOLOGY

Ian Nepomniachtchi 2795 
Ding Liren 2788

Game 4, Rapid Tiebreak

i v 
I i

i i
±
■

■
J l &A
w z

i

4 6 ...H g 6 !l It w a s th is  m ove  th a t  w o n  
th e  m a tc h  and re p re s e n te d  a g re a t 
d e c is io n  by D ing. He c o n tin u e d  
to  fo llo w  h is  s tra te g y  a n d  f ig h t  on 
e ve ry  m ove . I co u ld  w e ll b e lie ve  th a t 
N epo w a s  h o p in g  fo r  a re p e t it io n  
and , o n ce  D ing re fu s e d  th e  d raw , he 
w a s n o t ready fo r  a c o n t in u a t io n  o f 
th e  b a tt le . D ing had in fa c t  c a u g h t 
N epo o f f  g u a rd  and w e n t on to  p lay 
a t fu ll s tre n g th  r ig h t up  u n t il th e  end 
o f th e  gam e. Black won in 68.

and d ra m a tic  e n c o u n te rs , th e  
c o m b a ta n ts  a rr iv e d  in  th e  "do o r  d ie" 
t ie b re a k s .

I be lie ve  th a t  R a p p o rt, D ing's 
s e co n d , w a s  a m a jo r  in f lu e n c e  in 
re s to r in g  h is  m an's c o n f id e n c e  and it  
w as  th a t  c o n f id e n c e  th a t  a llo w e d  th e  
C h in ese  g ra n d m a s te r  to  m ake  such  
s u c c e s s fu l p ro g re s s  in  th e  m a tc h  and 
q u a lify  fo r th e  fin a l t ie b re a k .

The t ie b re a k  c o n s is te d  o f fo u r  
g a m e s  o f  ra p id  c h e s s  w ith  th e  
w in n e r  be in g  d e c la re d  th e  new  W orld  
C h a m p io n . If th e re  w a s  no d e c is ive  
re s u lt, th e  tw o  p la y e rs  w o u ld  th e n  
c o n te s t a s e r ie s  o f b l itz  ga m e s  to  
d e te rm in e  th e  u lt im a te  v ic to r .  As it  
tu rn e d  o u t, th e  f i r s t  th re e  ga m e s  all 
en de d  in d ra w s , th e n  in  th e  fo u r th , and 
u lt im a te ly  f in a l gam e , N ep o  had th e  
w h ite  p ie c e s ...

A f te r  th is  th r i l l in g  and am az in g  
w in , D ing L ire n  b e ca m e  th e  new  W orld  
C hess C h a m p io n . H is  v ic to ry  w as 
w e ll-d e s e rv e d  a f te r  a b r i l l ia n t and 
c o u ra g e o u s  f ig h t  a g a in s t a w o r th y  
o p p o n e n t. D ing p layed b ra ve ly  and 
sha rp ly , w ith  in te re s t in g  and nove l 
id ea s  w h ic h  w e re  c o n v e rte d  in to  
d ra m a tic  w in s .

THE MATTER OF MOTIVATION

W h y  d id  M a g n u s C a rlse n  

A b a n d o n  h is T itle?

Professional athletes constantly pursue their goals, 
and create new ones as their previous objectives are 
achieved. At the end of the day, w hat happens when 
the new goals are nowhere in sight?

■ By Dr. J. Corey Butler ----------------------------------------
P ro fe s s o r  o f  P s y c h o lo g y  a t S o u th w e s t  M in n e s o ta  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity

July of 2022, Magnus Carlsen 
announced that he would not 
defend his title in the next World 
Championship match. This 
was a disappointment to many, 

but not a great surprise, as Carlsen had 
already hinted at his intention not to play.
According to an article in the Washington 
Post, he stated that he “was not motivated 
to play another match” and that he felt 
he did not “have a lot to gain.” Over the 
following months, fans have speculated 
about his reasons and even debated if he 
had the right to refuse to defend his title.

Let’s focus on his reasons, rather than 
his rights, and talk about motivation in 
psychology. Motivation is commonly 
defined as all forces that energize and 
direct behavior toward a particular 
goal. This includes incentives, desires, 
fundamental needs, personality traits, 
and innumerable other factors. The classic 
theory in psychology is drive theory, 
which suggests that when organisms have 
a particular need, it triggers a state of 
tension (think of hunger or thirst) which 
motivates behavior. Once the need is met, the tension goes away, and 
the organism returns to a relaxed state of homeostasis.

Abraham Maslow developed this idea further by stating that human 
motivation exists on a hierarchy, with lower level needs like food and 
shelter at the bottom and higher level needs like self-esteem further 
up the ladder. W hen a lower level need is met, we stop thinking about 
it and move up the hierarchy. So according to this approach, Carlsen’s 
loss of motivation is easy to understand. Having won the World 
Championship ten years ago, he proved to the world that he was the 
greatest player of his time. But the drive to win cannot be sustained 
indefinitely. It inevitably returns to homeostasis as we look for

Dr. Corey Butler is a
so c ia l psycho log is t 
and chess player. He is 
P ro fesso r o f Psychology 
at S ou thw est M innesota 
S ta te  U n ive rs ity  and 
lives  in Sa in t Paul, 
M innesota . He has 
pub lished research  
on the  psycho logy of 
com petitive  o rien ta tion , 
phys ica l appearance 
s te reo types, p o lit ica l 
a ttitu d e s  and persona lity , 
and in te rp e rso n a l 
re jec tio n  sensitiv ity .
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T H E  M A T T E R  O F  M O T I V A T I O N

Magnus Carlsen posing w ith  fans, 2023 Superbet Rapid Blitz Poland Warsaw Photo by Lennart Ootes

higher level needs and other things to do with 
our lives.

It is sometimes asked, why do people climb 
mountains? They do it for the thrill and 
the challenge, and to be able to stand at the 
peak, which is a clear and objective marker of 
success. Nowadays people probably do it for 
the selfie they can take at the peak, so they can 
post it on social media. But people rarely climb 
M ount Everest over and over again, unless they 
are being paid to guide others to the top, and 
that is an entirely different kind of motivation. 
M ountain climbing and World Championship 
matches are time consuming and physically 
exhausting. Why would we expect Magnus 
Carlsen to continue trudging, like Sisyphus, 
up that difficult slope?

The skeptical reader may be wondering, 
if my explanation is correct, why did Carlsen 
defend his title for as long as he did? Why 
do champions sometimes maintain their 
motivation and persist for many years? 
Emanuel Lasker comes to mind. Surely my 
previous answer is too simple and there 
are other factors at play. Let’s turn to what 
has become one of the most successful and 
influential theories of motivation in modern 
psychology, a theory that could be applied 
to work, school, sports, and possibly every 
aspect of life. But before we do this, we need to 
look at a curious set of research findings that 
started to emerge in the 1970s.

Motivation is 
commonly 
defined as all 
forces that 
energize and 
direct behavior 
toward a 
particular 
goal. This 
includes 
incentives, 
desires, 
fundamental 
needs,
personality traits, 
and innumerable 
other 
factors.

These studies varied quite a bit, but 
they all followed a common theme. In the 
experiments, children were given magic 
markers to play with, college students were 
asked to solve puzzles, and one experiment 
even looked at adult blood donors. In every 
study, participants were randomly assigned 
to either be rewarded for their performance 
or to receive nothing. The surprising finding 
was that rewards tended to reduce subsequent 
participation in the activity. College students 
that were paid to solve puzzles became less 
interested in solving puzzles, once the reward 
was no longer available. Children given prizes 
for playing with markers tended to favor other 
toys and activities when they were observed 
later in a free-play phase of the experiment.

Self-determination theory was developed 
to understand these findings. The theory 
proposes that autonomy is a fundamental 
human need. External rewards, coercion, 
and constraints all undermine our feeling 
of autonomy by reducing our sense of free 
choice and personal control. So when we are 
paid to do something we formerly loved, we 
risk transforming our passion into our job. 
This weakens intrinsic motivation over time, 
reducing enjoyment and feelings of mastery. 
This is a problem because psychologists 
believe that intrinsic motives are absolutely 
necessary for the highest levels of motivation, 
creativity, and performance.

During interviews, professional athletes 
at the height of their careers sometimes report 
that their love of the game was strongest when 
they were young and only playing for fun. You 
may also have noticed that the established 
GMs hosting the podcast, The Chicken Chess 
Club, have stated that they don’t really enjoy 
playing chess anymore. And who can blame 
them when their present situation demands 
that they focus on extrinsic motives such as 
victories, prize money, rating points, and 
reputation? The erosion of intrinsic motivation 
is a sad paradox of professionalism.

We can see the loss of autonomy described 
by self-determination theory in Magnus 
Carlsen’s career. He chose to pursue the World 
Championship and climbed to the summit, 
winning the title in 2013. Since then he has 
defended his title several times. Each time he 
has had no choice over his opponent, or the 
schedule, or any of the other conditions of the 
match. It has become nothing but a job for him, 
with little to gain at this point, but everything 
to lose. With his intrinsic motivation reduced, 
perhaps he could be motivated by the money, 
but he is already a multimillionaire. Instead of 
asking why Carlsen would abandon his title, 
perhaps we should be asking, why would he 
bother to defend it?
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When chess and real life combine they can work wonders — 
it may start as just an idea but then with some enthusiasm and 
persistence eventually result in satisfaction and joy for the many! 
This is how West Palm Street Chess was born following an idea 
by local resident Joshua Koehler.

By FM Alec Getz

Last National Chess Day (the second Saturday in October), the West Palm Beach Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) officially opened the Fern Street Chess Park, a modest outdoor space where community members could meet 
to play chess. And since its inception, this place of shade and palm trees has housed over one hundred regulars. It 
wasn’t always like this, though.

The embryo of chess in West Palm Beach was birthed by a local attorney by the name of Joshua Koehler who 
spent a sizeable part of his childhood playing chess. But as time went on, he found himself more and more astray 
from the royal game. As Josh tells me, “I’m a local government lawyer for City Hall and have been doing that for 
about seventeen years. My connection with chess, however, began in high school with my closest friend. We both 
went to college in New England and were exposed to the chess at Harvard Square. But although my friend was 
active then, I never played but always watched.”
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However, as was the case with many people, the lawyer explains 
to me, the pandemic reversed this trend: being mostly stuck inside 
the house, Josh developed a fervent appetite for the online version of 
the Game of Kings, which rekindled his interest in the world of the 
sixty-four squares. And so, as the pandemic was nearing its close, 
he was more than hungry for somewhere live to go and play. Josh 
elucidates further, “I’m forty-six now and started at forty-four. Even 
though I happened to find myself in chess late in life. My online 
playing, combined with my involvement with the DDA, makes me 
think about chess every hour of every day.”

Creating a Street Chess Culture 
in South Florida
Florida, spec ifica lly  South Florida, has histo rica lly  lacked the  trad ition  
o f ou tdo o r chess in pub lic  spaces, a practice  preva len t in o ther 
pa rts  o f th e  United States. P rom inent loca tions like W ashington 
Square and U nion Square in N ew  York City, Harvard Square in 
C am bridge, the  beach in Santa Monica, and the  chess parks o f the  
St. Louis Chess C lub have long been associated w ith  th is  cu ltu ra l 
phenom enon. However, th e  absence o f such spaces in South Florida 
is w he re  W est Palm Street Chess (the nam e th e y  chose fo r th e ir 
socia l s treet chess g roup and use it fo r all th e  social media as w ell as 
th e ir  w ebsite  w estpa lm stree tchess .com  -Ed.) steps in to  fill th e  void.

W ith  its  e s ta b lish m en t and ac tiv it ies , W est Palm S treet Chess 
in trod uces  a new  tra d itio n  o f o u td o o r chess  to  th e  reg ion. It provides  
an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r chess en thus ias ts  and cu rious  passersby 
to  engage w ith  th e  gam e in a pu b lic  se tting . By em bra c in g  th e  
c o n c e p t o f chess in th e  s tree t and b ring ing  it  to  W est Palm Beach, 
th e  in itia tive  not on ly  o ffe rs  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r jo y  (and pain) b u t 
a lso  c o n trib u te s  to  th e  cu ltu ra l fa b ric  o f th e  com m un ity .

W est Palm S tree t C hess bridges  th e  gap th a t existed in S ou th 
F lorida's chess cu ltu re  by es ta b lish ing  a tra d itio n  o f o u td o o r chess 
in p u b lic  spaces. It adds a v ib ra n t and engag ing  d im e ns ion  to  th e  
com m un ity , and en riches  th e  loca l cu ltu ra l landscape.

FM Alec Getz was a
m ulti-tim e  national 
scho lastic chess 
champion and m em ber 
of the United States 
Chess Federation's 
A ll-A m erican  Team. He 
received the gold medal 
at the Pan-Am erican 
Youth Championship 
and came runner-up  in the US Jun ior 
Championship. He has a ll of his International 
M aster norm s and enjoys keeping up w ith  
the game. In addition to  his a rtic les on Chess, 
com, he has been a published author fo r 
Chess Life and cu rren tly  serves as Features 
Editor fo r Am erican Chess Magazine.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES PROVIDE 
RECOGNITION AND SUPPORT

And so, JosJt says, wJten he, the chess 
enthusiast, asked for help in creating a 
place to play the royal game outdoors, the 
DDA did a little research and was able to 
open the park last fall in time for the chess 
holiday. Josh was able to get in touch with 
Raphael Clemente, the director of the West 
Palm Beach Downtown Development 
Authority, who also played a major part in 
creating the park. Raphael tells me a little 
bit about his role: “I’ve worked in urban 
planning for about twenty-five years now 
with the bulk of it being in the DDA, and 
I came on board here with the primary 
responsibility of developing programs and 
projects that were focused on quality of 
life and quality of place. With West Palm 
Beach, we have a growing residential 
population, and my role has been how we 
can improve the downtown public realm 
to be as inviting as welcoming as it could 
be. I’ve always sort of worn that hat in 
the way I think about our job as a special 
district that serves the downtown area. 
And we play the role of enabler, helping 
make these initiatives happen, whether 
that’s with funding or connecting the dots 
and connecting the idea with a place that 
would make it happen.”

Raphael says that usually he gets his 
ideas from the community, although 
he credits Josh with everything for this 
project. He tells me that when his long­
time friend asked him for a favor that 
was right in line with his scope of work, 
there was no way that he was going to 
turn Joshs request down. As Josh explains 
it, “we were riding our bikes one day
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alongside the ocean and we had gone to 
the downtown area. I said to him, ‘it seems 
pretty straightforward to set up chess 
parks in the downtown for spontaneous, 
casual social interaction.’ And for Raphael, 
heeding that suggestion was a no-brainer
-  he had his staff look at what was the best 
way to go about it and decided to start 
with a pop-up park, because outdoor chess 
tables are an investment, and he wanted to 
understand if there really was a demand 
for this park, given we’re not Harvard 
Square or Washington Square or any chess 
park like that. We don’t have that tradition 
in the same way as an urban area does, 
but the idea for the chess park came from 
the DDA as a natural part of their goal 
which includes promoting the downtown, 
understanding its mission in the idea of 
urban placemaking.” DDAs, in general, 
are responsible for marketing the area 
that they serve, encouraging relocation 
to the area, beautifying it, and what’s 
known as “placemaking” -  gathering spots 
to bring the community together. And 
this is exactly what the chess park does. 
Explaining Josh’s role in the park, Raphael 
continues, “Josh had pointed out to me 
other cities that had outdoor places where 
chess was played. And I seem to remember 
that being on a list of things that we could 
do to improve public spaces by activating 
them. I thought that’s an interesting idea
-  let’s do a little digging on this one. We 
found a location that was a great space but 
wasn’t activated, so we reached out to the 
owners and proposed this idea as a pilot 
project. We always want to work with the 
community and get a buy-in first, so we 
went ahead and did it as a light, quick 
and cheap approach -  as a pop-up. It was 
a smash hit. And Josh was important in 
inviting the local chess playing community 
to participate and come out to embrace 
the space, which we think was vital to its 
success and what’s kept it going ever since.”

Luckily for Josh, the park was situated 
right on a street comer that got a fair 
amount of traffic, so people walking in that 
area stopped by for a while. Josh explains, 
“as online chess felt more accessible and lent 
itself to everything great about the game, 
the next step was to find as many people to 
play as possible. The pedestrian foot traffic 
showed immediate interest. We immediately 
had people stop and talk to us and start to 
play. We got their contact details and now 
I have one hundred and thirty-four phone 
numbers in my directory of chess players, 
with one hundred percent of them walking 
by or observing us in a public forum.”

1ST
I IB Si

W HEN BLACK AND W HITE UNITE!
W est Palm S treet Chess, and th e  ne w ly -fo rm e d  n o n p ro fit group , The S tree t Chess C oa lition  
Inc, are th e  resu lts  o f an un like ly  duo: Franklin R ivers and Joshua Parien te Koehler. Franklin 
and Josh, bo rn in 1977, ju s t five  m onths  ap a rt, seem ed to  have no th ing  in com m on  on 
th e  surface. T h e ir appearances, races, re lig ions, s o c io -e co n o m ic  backgrounds, leve ls o f 
ed ucation , and p ro fess iona l experiences d ive rged  s ign ifican tly .

Franklin a tten ded  th e  P entecosta l chu rch  and w orked  to  a tta in  h is educa tiona l degrees 
la te r in life, w h ile  Josh g re w  up in a p riv ileg ed  Jew ish fa m ily  th a t finan ce d  his co llege  
ed ucation . Josh pursued a ca ree r as a loca l go ve rnm en t attorney, w h ile  Franklin  ventured 
in to  en trep ren eu rsh ip  as a sm all business ow ner. D esp ite  these ap pa ren t d isparities , th e ir  
c onn ec tio n  th ro u g h  chess unve iled  unexpected  s im ila rities .

Both Franklin  and Josh d iscovered shared th reads  as th e ir  bond deepened. They learned 
th a t bo th  th e ir  fa the rs  had served in th e  V ie tnam  War, fo rg in g  a conn ec tio n  th ro u g h  th e ir 
fam ilia l experiences. Moreover, th e y  bo th  ha rbo red  a love fo r c reative  pu rsu its  like film m ak ing  
and creative w riting . The jo y  o f socia l in te ra c tion  and th e  a b ility  to  cap tiva te  o the rs  w ith  
th e ir  v ib ra n t pe rsona lities  w ere  a lso tra its  th e y  bo th  shared. They each fo und  fu lfil lm e n t in 
engag ing w ith  new  peop le and d ra w ing  them  in to  th e ir  w orld . A nd bo th  ind iv idua ls  exh ib ited  
a deep concern  fo r  th e ir  c o m m u n ity  and a des ire  to  serve a pu rpose la rger than them selves. 
It w as th ro u g h  th e  gam e o f chess th a t th ese  shared tra its  cam e to  ligh t. W ith o u t th is  un like ly  
conn ec tio n , F ranklin and Josh m igh t have neve r exchanged a s ing le  w o rd  w ith  one another.
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But the park is also what it is today due 
to the efforts of a man named Franklin 
Rivers, who’s often referred to as the street 
preacher of chess because of his vibrant 
personality. Franklin’s enthusiasm fueled 
the whole community in downtown 
West Palm Beach, drawing ever more 
passersby to the venue. And thanks mainly 
to Franklin’s efforts, the park boasts the 
community that it has today and which 
comes out every week to play. In terms of 
Franklin getting people to come out to the 
park and play, Josh explains that “Franklin

FRANKLIN: ‘HEY, YOU 
PLAY CHESS? COME PLAY  
CHESS WITH US, WE’RE 
HAVING FUN!’

JOSH, HE’S A KEY PERSON
IN  MAKING THIS WHOLE
PROGRAM WORK. AND
THAT’S WHAT PLACES
ALL ARE ABOUT: THE

is vocal and didn’t have any reservation in 
engaging the person on the street to say, 
‘hey, you play chess? Come play chess with 
us, were having fun!’ he was constantly 
promoting it. The guy’s a leader.”

Raphael chimes in, “The guy’s a ball of 
energy and a showman -  like Josh, he’s a 
key person in making this whole program 
work. And that’s what places all are about: 
the personalities, people and stories.” 

Franklin learned chess from his uncle 
but didn’t have the resources in chess 
that more privileged people had, so he 
spent time at the local recreation center. 
Franklin was never athletic, so chess suited 
him perfectly. In off time from his job at a 
cleaning service, he spent time at the park, 
where he attempted to create the diverse 
chess community he didn’t have growing 
up. As Franklin tells, “my job is building 
what we started, getting people to come

PERSONALITIES, PEOPLE 
AND STORIES.

out here and play, spreading the message 
and letting people know it’s a joyful 
environment that will not only enhance 
your skills but also allow you to network 
and meet people from all walks of life. 
My vision for the park overall is to build 
a chess social club and have people from 
all walks of life come in and experience 
what West Palm Beach has to offer. We 
have regulars come on a weekly basis, on 
any given day the regulars are about ten to 
fifteen people, but we also have thirty to 
forty people walking up, which is great. 
And when you play outside it’s a different 
form of energy -  we’re not quiet. We’re 
talking and laughing, and there’s so much 
going on. It’s a whole different ballgame.”

IT TAKES TWO FOR SUCCESS
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CONTAGIOUS PO SITIVITY FOR A SNOW BALL EFFECT
In M ay 2 0 2 2 , Josh had th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
m eet Franklin a t th e  fu tu re  s ite of Fern S treet 
Chess Park. Setting up a couple  of fo ldout 
tab les , Josh extended  an open  invitation  
th rough  N extdoor.com , inviting local chess  
enthusiasts to  g a th e r an d  te s t th e  potential 
location. Franklin, a long  w ith  a fe w  others, 
respo nded to  th e  invitation and  attended  
th e  event. Im m ediately , Josh recognized  
Franklin 's v ibran t perso na lity  -  a force  of 
nature  th a t effortlessly  m ade  strangers  feel 
like lifelong friends.

As Franklin p layed his firs t g a m e  against 
a n o th e r skilled player, his enthusiasm  
overflow ed. Fie exc la im ed w ith  exc item ent, 
declaring  th a t th is  w as  th e  billed m atchup  
of th e  day: "This is it! This  is it! This  is the  
m atchup! Oh my god!" Josh assum ed tha t 
Franklin and th e  o th er p layer w e re  a lready  
acquai nted, but to  his surprise, th ey  w e re  not. 
In trigued by th e ir encounter, Josh returned  
h o m e and shared th e  story  w ith  his w ife, 
Jill. S trang ely  enough , Jill found Franklin's  
n a m e  fam ilia r and d ec id ed  to  ch eck  her 
N extdoor.com  feed. T here , she confirm ed  
th a t Franklin w as indeed th e  person Josh had  
encountered .

Jill exp la ined  to  Josh th a t Nextdoor.com  
prim arily  consisted of negative  posts, w ith  
p eop le  com pla in ing  a b o u t neighborhood  
issues or searching for lost pets  or odd jobs. 
Flowever, Franklin stood out from  th e  rest.

His posts exuded positivity, personal 
anecdotes , and en g a g e m e n t w ith  th e  
com m unity . W h e th e r he  w as sharing a video  
of h im self dancing  w ith  th e  question, "D o you  
like ho w  I dance?" o r seeking o ppo rtu n ities  to  
m eet up and  have fun, Franklin's in teractions  
displayed a g e nu ine  connection  w ith  people  
he had recently  m et. His ab ility  to  c reate  
an  a tm osphere  w h e re  e veryo n e  fe lt like old 
friends intrigued Josh, and he realized he  had  
found a partner in his m ission to  bring m ore  
local chess p layers into th e  fold.

During th e  sum m er of 2 0 2 2 , Josh 
en trusted  Franklin w ith  his chess gear  
backpack, w h ich  con ta ined  four s ilicone  
m ats, four d igital chess clocks, and four chess  
sets (quadrup le  w e igh ted  plastic p ieces w ith  
a m edian  set w e ig h t of 56 ounces). Until tha t 
point, th e  tw o  had been o rgan izing  street 
chess m eetups on S atu rd ay afternoons. It 
had orig inally  s ta rted  w ith  Josh m eeting  
a m edical docto r friend nam ed Stu for 
afternoon chess a t a coffee shop. H ow ever, 
Franklin had an idea th a t w ou ld  revolu tionize  
th e ir  chess gatherings. H e d ecided  to  shift

FRANKLIN AND JOSH ANECDOTES

In the heart of downtown West Palm 
Beach’s vibrant entertainment district -  
the lively 500 block of Clematis Street -  a 
bustling scene unfolds on a Saturday night. 
The entire block has been transformed 
into a pedestrian-only zone, abuzz with 
partygoers seeking excitement. Amidst 
this vibrant atmosphere, eight chess games 
are in progress right in front of a popular 
pool hall and bar called “Lost Weekend.” 
The supportive collaboration between 
Lost Weekend and West Palm Street 
Chess allows us to utilize two expansive 
12-foot tables set up on the sidewalk. 
This arrangement has become a regular 
occurrence on Saturday nights, typically 
from 8 pm until midnight. It serves as a 
testament to the pool hall’s commitment to 
fostering the chess community in the area.

Engrossed in his own game, the sound 
of a familiar voice captured Josh’s attention. 
It resonated through an amplifier, drawing 
his gaze upwards. There stood Franklin, 
microphone in hand, his exuberant energy

palpable as he exclaimed, “Y’all know 
what time it is!” Caught up in the moment, 
Josh enthusiastically shouted back, “What 
time is it, Franklin!?” Without missing 
a beat, he responded with gusto, “It's 
CHESS TIIIIIIME!” The chess players 
gathered around the tables burst into 
laughter, sharing in the infectious joy and 
camaraderie fostered by this unique chess 
experience on Clematis Street.

In a supermarket parking lot, I eagerly 
wait for a group of individuals I’ve only 
known for a short period, a month or 
two at most, to join me in my car. Our 
destination? North Miami on a Saturday

th e  m eetups to  S aturday nights, right in 
th e  h e a rt of W est Palm  Beach's v ibrant 
a lte rn ative  n ightlife  block, know n as th e  5 0 0  
block of C lem atis  Street.

U ntil very  recently, th is  en tire  b lock  
had been  closed to  veh icle  traffic, a llow ing  
businesses to  set up tab les , g am es, and  a 
p erfo rm an ce  stage  in th e  m idd le of th e  road. 
T h e  lively a tm o sp h ere  fea tu red  live music, 
dining, drinking, and  dancing , d raw ing  in a 
diverse  crow d. It w as w ith in  th is  d ynam ic  
setting  th a t W est Palm  S tre e t Chess  
w as born. Franklin, w ith  his captivating  
personality, e n g ag ed  w ith  th e  people  w ho  
w e re  draw n  to  th e  chess tab les , co llecting  
th e ir  phone num bers. H e then  passed these  
num bers  on to  Josh, w h o  to o k  on th e  role of 
build ing th e  organ izational in frastructure for 
W est Palm  S treet Chess.

Josh created  group texts  and th reads to  
keep  th e  grow ing com m unity  of chess players  
in form ed a b o u t th e  upcom ing m eetups. 
M ean w h ile , th e  Saturday n ight event on the  
5 0 0  b lock rem ained  a constant, consistently  
attracting  new  players each w eekend . The  
pedestrian  energ y and enthusiasm  w ere  
palpab le , as th e  chess tab les  be c a m e  a 

central part of the  block's festivities.
W h a t m ade W est Palm  S tree t Chess  

even  m ore special w as th e  ded ication  of 
Franklin and Josh to  d ocum entin g  the  
chess activity. A rm ed w ith  th e ir i Phones, 
th e y  to o k  countless photographs and  
videos th a t show cased th e  unique  
atm o sp h ere  of th e  gatherings. They  
d iligently  up loaded th is  co n ten t to  
various social m edia  platform s, including  
Instagram , Facebook, N extD oor, 
Tw itter, and YouTube. Through these  
visual representations, th e y  a im ed  
to  dem onstra te  th e  au th e n tic ity  of 
th e  co m m u n ity  th ey  w e re  building, 
dispelling any doubts  and  inviting  
others  to  jo in  in on th e  experience.

night, specifically the hotel bar of the 
renowned Eden Roc Hotel, which 

hosted the prestigious 2022 Meltwater 
Champions Chess Tour / FTX Crypto 
Cup. With no detailed plan in place, we 
embark on this spontaneous adventure. 
Our intentions are simple: arrive after 
9 pm, valet the car, set up our chess sets 
at the bar, and hope to engage with a 
grandmaster or two. This was the very 
tournament where Magnus and Hans were 
famously photographed playing chess on 
the sandy beach, just weeks before their 
momentous match.

The first to arrive is Miguel, a former 
FBI agent from New York City. Soon after, 
Franklin joins us. Lastly is Dana, who works
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as a chef on Caribbean cruising yachts. 
Filled with good music and contagious 
laughter, we embark on our journey 
southward. Upon arrival, we find our way 
to the pool bar, where we promptly set up 
our chess sets and immerse ourselves in 
the game. As the night progresses, several 
Meltwater event employees join us, as 
well as a notable Grandmaster, adding to 
the excitement. We engage in rounds of 
Bughouse. The clock strikes midnight, and 
I gaze around me, taking in the surreal 
atmosphere, it strikes me -  I’ve just met 
these incredible individuals, and it’s all 
thanks to the unifying power of chess.

Sunday mornings at the Fern Street 
Chess Park offer a family-friendly 
atmosphere from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. 
It’s a time when many children arrive 
accompanied by their parents, and 
some of these young players exhibit 
remarkable skill, surpassing even adults

in their chess prowess. Among them is 
Rigel, whose father hails from Suriname. 
Recently, he shared victory in our kids’ 
blitz tournament with a young visitor 
from Poland, who happens to be Antosia’s 
cousin. Antosia, a courageous young girl 
undergoing medical treatment at the Paley 
Institute in Palm Beach County, has gained 
a following of 28,000 on Facebook, where 
her parents share their experiences to raise 
awareness about a rare birth condition. 
Despite their challenging circumstances, 
Antosia and her two younger sisters excel 
at chess, often catching opponents off 
guard with their talent. With their blonde 
hair neatly styled in pigtails, adorned with 
flowers, they exude both politeness and 
a competitive spirit, leaving many adults 
resigned to defeat.

In one corner of the park, Franklin, 
sporting a sleeveless shirt, tattoos and gold 
teeth, faces off against Antosia, who sits in 
a wheelchair following her recent medical 
treatment. Engaged in a spirited 5-minute 
game, Franklin fills the air with his chatter 
and laughter, while Antosia remains 
focused and silent, a serene smile gracing 
her face. Suddenly, Franklin looks up and 
exclaims, “What!? What!? Look who it is! 
What!?!” A middle-school aged boy named 
Michael has just arrived, accompanied 
by his father. Michael, known for his 
love of blitz chess and his penchant for 
trash-talking, finds in Franklin a mentor 
figure. We affectionately refer to Michael 
as “Michael 3000,” envisioning his future 
success and rising ELO rating. In the 
midst of fending off Antosia’s meticulous 
attack, Franklin leaps to his feet, engaging 
in a secret handshake with Michael 3000, 
consisting of ten intricate steps. The ritual

In closing, I asked Josh and Raphael if they 
had any message for our readers. Josh’s 
answer was that there could be a huge 
demand for a park like this if the local 
community decided to take the initiative 
and act.

“I’m not a prodigy but just an 
average guy. Any community can do 
this. Obviously, you need to know who 
to contact to make it happen; you need 
that financial background and passionate 
desire to have it in your community. But 
since I work for City Hall, I know that 
cities want to have interconnected, healthy 
places. You’re going to be surprised by the 
kind of response you get, with the diversity 
of race, religion, ethnic background, old 
homeless people, students, kids, experts, 
masters as well as beginners. Everyone’s 
mixed in there and interacting with each 
other. I’ve really been struck by how 
everyone’s unified by chess and how all 
those distinctions I mentioned go out the 
window when you’re just joking around, 
having fun and trying to checkmate your 
opponent -  unless you’re like me and 
trying to flag the guy.”

Raphael tells things from his perspective; 
based on his experience with the DDA, 
he says that one element doesn’t make a 
project work. It’s got to be a combination 
of elements: the right place at the right time

Kai Abuan, Nora Ahmed, Maximillian 
Bergler, Wolfgang Bergler, Colby 
Bennardo, Or. Stu Bagatell, David Carrell, 
Julian Cassanetti, Mikey Feneloncosta, 
Lanier Glenn, Cairo Glenn, Nicholas 
Gardner, Farit Gazizov, Daniel Gazizov, 
Jeremy Gauthier, Nolan Gauthier, Ashley 
Goldstein, Vanely Geiloard, Christopher 
Gween, Aidan Gween, Rowan Gween, 
Susana Gween, Jonathan Jadunandan, 
Rigel Jadunandan, Luis Murga, Mamie 
Ocean, Quentin Thaddies, Andre 
Thaddies, Jeannie Tan, Jamie Roberts, 
Benjamin Rodney, Franklin Rivers, Diego 
Vasquez, Luca White, Georgina White, 
Duane White, Christine White, Liliana 
Krol-Wieczorek, Michalina Wieczorek, 
Radoslaw Wieczorek, Antosia 
Wieczorek, Stefania Wieczorek, Blair 
Williams, Casper Young.
Franklin Rivers is front and center. Josh 
Koehler is on the left side of the photo 
crouching. Photo by Michael Dillow

concludes with a loud exclamation of joy 
from Franklin, who then proceeds to dance 
in a circle. As I savor my black coffee, I take 
in this heartwarming scene, appreciating 
the unique bonds formed through chess.

A MESSAGE FOR THE LIKE-MINDED
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and having the people that are going to 
utilize it and make it successful.

“We tend to rather over-think things 
and focus a bit on the big projects and 
heavy lifts -  but really thinking small and 
on a more intimate level for public spaces 
could have a big bang for your buck. 
Not everything needs to be large-space 
or expensive; these small investments 
in public realm activation by inviting 
people to come out and do something 
like play chess can yield big benefits, 
especially when you have smaller places 
to work with, which in many cases in 
urban districts is all you’ve got. I do see 
this growing and maybe we’ll add other 
tables and other locations. But I just want 
to say: come out, play chess and explore 
our downtown. We’re a unique place with 
character and charm. And I’m thrilled that 
this park has been a success. The thing that 
makes my job fun and exciting and keeps 
me motivated to come to work every day is 
being able to work with the community to 
make this stuff happen.”

In their efforts to connect with the 
community members, Josh and Franklin 
realized they needed to go beyond being 
just an informal social group. They wanted 
to engage in community activism, which 
led them to establish a Florida not-for- 
profit organization called “The Street 
Chess Coalition, Inc.” They have recently 
completed the incorporation process and 
are currently in the application stage for 
501(c)(3) status.

The purpose of The Street Chess 
Coalition can be described through their 
threefold mission:
1) advocating for public chess 

infrastructure as a way towards making 
chess more accessible to the general 
public, especially those who may not 
have easy access to traditional chess 
clubs or venues. This includes initiatives 
such as creating outdoor chess spaces 
in public parks or installing permanent 
chess tables in public areas or working 
with local businesses to set up outdoor 
chess boards;

2) serving as an umbrella organization for 
the numerous community groups in our 
area that lack chess resources, but have 
incredible dedication from volunteers 
and mentors, etc. in order to marshal 
the incredible and untapped human 
resources of the volunteer community 
organization model. By working with 
volunteers, partner organizations, 
and local businesses, the Street Chess 
Coalition can leverage the collective skills

and efforts of many individuals to 
achieve its mission of building a 
stronger chess community and 
promoting the benefits of the 
game to a wider audience;

3) advocating for the introduction 
of chess into the public school 
curriculum as a step towards 
building a stronger and more 
diverse chess community. By 
exposing young people to the 
game of chess early on, The 
Street Chess Coalition can help to 
cultivate a new generation of chess 
players and enthusiasts.
Their non-profit’s corporate purpose 

is to preserve, promote and advance 
the cultural significance of chess as a 
game, art, science and sport, through 
community outreach and engagement; to 
inspire, whether in victory or in defeat, the 
qualities of perseverance, mental resilience,

American Chess 
Magazine w ill present 
th is award at a 
ceremony in West 
Palm Beach on June 
12. Senior Editor Pete 
Tamburro w ill make 
the presentation.

critical thinking, circumspection, courage, 
discipline, determination, humility, fair 
play, foresight, passion, creativity and 
poetic originality, while building self-image 
and self-esteem, encouraging personal 
growth, enriching the mind, and cultivating 
hope, happiness and a sense of fulfillment 
in people of all ages and backgrounds.

The Street Chess Coalition, Inc. 
represents their grand vision for a broader

A  m o d e l fo r  th e  s p re a d  o f  c h e s s  in fr a s tr u c tu r e  in 
c o m m u n it ie s  th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ite d  S ta te s

T h e  accom plishm ents  of W est Palm  S tre e t C hess can  serve  as a va luab le  m odel for creating  
chess infrastructure in c om m unities  w h e re  it p reviously did not exist. H e re  is a s te p -b y -s tep  
approach  th a t can  be  fo llow ed:
1. U tilize  social m edia tools; S ta rt by using p la tform s like N extdoor.com  to  a ttrac t chess  

players w h o  m ay not be  part of a chess c lub o r p artic ipa te  in tournam ents . Reach out 
to  unrated  players w h o  play on line  and e n g a g e  th e m  in th e  local chess com m unity . Use 
social m edia to  p rom ote  th e  chess culture, sharing photos and videos of th e  activities.

2. Play in public p laces: C hoose a h ighly visible location w ith  high pedestrian  traffic and play 
chess in public during  peak  hours. This w ill g e n e ra te  curiosity  and attrac t m ore p eop le  to  
jo in  in. C o llect th e  n am es and phon e num bers  of in terested p layers to  stay connected  and  
g ro w  th e  chess co m m u n ity  th rough te x t m essag es  and social m edia  updates.

3. A pproach  local governm ent; Reach out to  th e  Parks &  Recreation D ep artm en ts  or local 
elected  officials to  discuss th e  possibility o f installing tem porary, lo w -co st large bistro tab les  
w ith  chess boards im printed on them . These  tab les  can be  p laced in public ly  accessib le  
areas to  c reate  a visible p resence for chess. Include storage boxes w ith  chess p ieces th a t 
rem ain w ith  th e  tab les  a t all tim es, secured w ith  super g lue to  prevent loss or theft.

4. D ocum ent activ ity  and  g a th e r ev idence: Take photographs and d o c u m e n t th e  organic  
chess activ ity  happen ing  a t th e  site. This  ev id e n c e  w ill be useful to  show case th e  d em and  
and usage of th e  te m p o ra ry  "pop-up" chess park.

5. M ake  a final p resentation  to  local governm ent: O nce th e  dem and  fo r chess has been  
estab lished  and  th e  te m p o ra ry  p ark  is successful, m ake a de ta iled  presentation  to  the  
governing body of th e  local g overnm ent during  th e  "public co m m e n t" portion o f the ir  
regu lar m eeting . A dvocate  fo r th e  a llocation  of funds fo r pe rm a n e n t chess infrastructure, 
such as concrete  or stone tab les . H igh light th e  positive im pacts  and c o m m u nity -bu ild ing  
attributes  of chess infrastructure.

6. A dvocate  persistently: Follow  up th e  p resen tation  w ith  em ails  and phone calls to  e lected  
officials, c ity  adm in is tra tion , c ity  m anagers, and  parks &  recreation  d irectors. E m phasize  
th e  b enefits  and  positive im pacts  th a t chess in frastructure can  bring to  th e  com m unity. 
C ontinuously advocate  fo r th e  investm ent in p erm a n e n t chess tab les , as th e y  can have a 
lasting im pact.

By fo llow ing  th e s e  steps, dem onstrating  th e  d e m a n d  and  positive co m m u n ity  im pact of 
chess, and engag ing  w ith  local g o vern m en t officials, it should be e v id en t th a t investing in 
chess infrastructure is a logical and  
va luab le  decision.

SPECIAL Vt vl( RECOGNITION jfs

6(jOe&£t̂altti £&eacfc
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impact, aiming to serve as a potential 
model not only for West Palm Beach, 
Palm Beach County, and Florida, but also, 
potentially, for the entire United States.

COMPLEMENTARY EFFORTS
For many years, Bryan Tillis has played 
a crucial role in the chess community of 
Palm Beach County as the founder of Palm 
Beach Chess and an active tournament 
organizer and arbiter. His dedication to the 
game has led him to become the current 
President of the Florida Chess Association. 
Within this existing chess framework, West 
Palm Street Chess serves as a unique and 
complementary venue for non-traditional 
chess, offering an alternative to the more 
traditional chess club setting provided by 
Palm Beach Chess.

While Palm Beach Chess focuses 
on providing a traditional chess club 
experience, West Palm Street Chess offers 
a distinct and unconventional approach 
to the game. By organizing chess activities 
in public spaces and promoting outdoor 
play, it brings a dynamic and engaging 
dimension to the chess scene in the area. 
This non-traditional setting appeals 
to a broader audience and provides an 
opportunity for people to enjoy chess in a 
more casual and social environment.

Rather than competing with Palm 
Beach Chess, West Palm Street Chess 
serves as a valuable addition to the chess 
community. It expands the reach of chess 
and attracts new enthusiasts who may 
be more inclined towards the informal 
and interactive nature of street chess. By 
offering different experiences and catering 
to diverse preferences, both Palm Beach

Chess and West Palm Street Chess (and 
The Street Chess Coalition) contribute to 
the overall growth and vitality of the local 
chess scene.
Otis Wilson, is another prominent figure 
in the South Florida chess community, 
particularly in Broward County, which 
falls between Palm Beach County and 
Miami-Dade County (represented by the 
954 area code). Besides being an active 
tournament organizer in the region, Otis is 
the mastermind behind 954chess.org.

Fie has been making regular trips from 
Broward/Miami-Dade County to join us 
at West Palm Street Chess on Saturday 
nights, along with his students, for spirited 
games of speed chess. Curious about his 
commitment, I recently inquired why 
he travels such a distance for chess on a 
Saturday night. Otis responded that no one 
else is offering the unique combination of 
an active outdoor entertainment venue

and speed chess quite like West Palm Street 
Chess. It is this distinctive blend that draws 
him to participate regularly.

When playing street chess, Otis has a 
distinct style. He always dons a black hood 
that obscures his face, adding an air of 
mystery to his game. This signature look 
has become synonymous with his presence 
at West Palm Street Chess.

Otis’s involvement and support highlight 
the significance of West Palm Street Chess 
in the chess community. The initiatives 
ability to merge chess with a vibrant 
outdoor nightlife experience attracts 
dedicated chess enthusiasts like Otis, 
who appreciate the unconventional yet 
engaging atmosphere it provides. Through 
his participation, Otis has contributed 
to the growth, legitimacy and success of 
West Palm Street Chess, reinforcing its 
position as a leading destination for chess 
enthusiasts in the region.

HOW TO JOIN AND WHERE TO FIND THEM?
R egular m eetups  on th e  5 0 0  b lock of C lem atis  S tre e t in dow n to w n  W est Palm  Beach  
occur on S aturday nights, from  8 pm until w ell a fter m idnight. R egular m eetups  at th e  
Fern S treet C hess Park in dow n to w n  W est Palm  Beach occur on Sundays, from  9:30  
a.m. -  12:30 p.m. R egular m eetups in d o w n to w n  Lake W orth  Beach occur on M ondays, 
from  6 :00  pm  -  9 :0 0  pm.

E veryone is w e lcom e: indiv iduals of all ages, races, ethn icities, nationalities, sexual 
orientations, and physical abilities -  children , adu lts , e lderly  people, d isab led  individuals, 
and m ore -  gathered  around th e  chessboards, e n gag ing  in th e  g a m e  and building  
connections w ith  one another. By jo in ing th is  group you w ill be  ab le  to  p lay chess in 
th e  rain, sip on coffee  or beer, da n c e  to  m usic, e n g a g e  in flirtatious banter, and  have  
discussions on serious topics such as race relations and  th e  crim inal jus tice  system . 
Also, you can jo in  conversations on personal m atters such as fam ily, w ork -re lated  
challenges, legal issues, and aspirations for th e  future, all w h ile  feeling  em p o w ered  
by th e  n e w  connections m ade th rough chess. Feel fre e  to  v isit th e ir new ly  launched  
w eb s ite  h ttp s ://w w w .s tre e t-c h e s s .o rg /
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C H E S S  T R A I N I N G

FOR TACTICS
(CALCULATION) EXERCISES:

ID E N T IF Y  THE TA C TIC A L  
M O TIFS
Look for patterns such as pins, 
forks, double attacks, discovered 
attacks, and skewers in the 
position.

C A LCU LATE V A R IA T IO N S
Based on the tactical motifs you 
have identified, calculate various 
lines and variations to determine 
the best move.

C O N S ID ER  THE  
C O N S EQ U EN C E S
Once you have calculated a few 
lines, evaluate the consequences of 
each move, and determine which 
line leads to the best outcome.

FOR STRATEGY
(POSITIONAL) EXERCISES:

EVALUATE THE P O S IT IO N
Determine the strengths and 
weaknesses of both your and your 
opponent's position, including pawn 
structure, piece placement, king 
safety, and control of key squares.

ID E N T IF Y  A  PLAN
Based on your evaluation, come up 
with a plan that takes advantage of 
your strengths and exploits your 
opponent's weaknesses. This can 
involve improving the position 
of your pieces, controlling key 
squares, or creating threats.

C O N S ID ER
A LTER N A TIVES
Once you have a plan, consider 
alternative moves or variations 
that might also achieve your goals. 
Choose the move that best fits your 
overall plan.
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G M  Ja c o b  A a g a a rd  w on the
2007 British Cham pionship; but 

is mostly known as a  trainer and  
writer. He co -fo u n d e d  Quality  
Chess a n d  killerchesstraining, 

c o m . His books include the  
G randm aster P reparation series, 

the  Decision M aking  series with 
Boris G e lfa n d  a n d  latest A M a tte r  

of E ndgam e Technique. Ja c o b  
works d a y  a n d  night to  help  

players of all levels im prove their 
g a m e  a n d  a c h ie v e  their goals.

m
£ § 3

C H 3

« = Q

C aliforn ia-based G M  Sam  
Shankland  is a  lead ing  A m erican  
chess player. In 2018, Sam  
a c h ie v e d  several milestones, 
including winning th e  U.S. 
C ham pionship, surpassing 2700 
Elo, an d  claim ing first p la c e  
a t the  C a p a b la n c a  M em oria l 
an d  the  A m erican  C ontinental 
C ham pionship. He is author 
of tw o  chess books from the  
series of "Small Steps to  G ian t 
Im provem ent".

PLAY
IT ALONG 

WITH

Get ready to take your chess skills to the next level with Jacob Aagaard’s Masterclass! Each issue 
is packed with 12 challenging exercises -  6 tactics/calculation exercises and 6 positional/strategic 
exercises -  carefully curated by GM Jacob Aagaard and tested by none other than GM Sam Shankland.

In early 2023, Sam and Jacob held a training camp to put these exercises to the test, using real 
game scenarios from the end of 2022 tournaments in Charlotte, New York, and Hollywood. You’ll 
be facing off against some of the brightest young talents in U.S. chess, as well as established 
grandmasters and players.

But here’s the best part: even Sam, a seasoned Grandmaster, did not solve all the exercises correctly. 
That means there’s a real chance for you to compete with him and test your chess knowledge. Whether 
you’re a seasoned player or a beginner looking to up your game, Jacob Aagaard’s Masterclass is the 
perfect way to challenge yourself and become a stronger chess player.

TACTICS
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A A GA A R D ' S  MA S T E R C L A S S

TACTICS

T1
Lazaro Bruzon_______________ 2615
M arkH eim ann 2408

Hollywood 2022

#
i i

i A i
i A I

i
i

A A, A
w u a <4

Bruzon won after a simple tactic: 
32.®xd6! Sg5+ 33.ilg2 White is totally 
winning and netted the full point ten 
moves later. 1-0

T2

Hollywood 2022

After 23.ixf6+! ± xf6  24.e5 1114 
25.Sf5 White won.

T3___________________________
Shelev Oberoi________________ 2328
Josiah Stearm an 2377

New York 2022

Sam got this wrong, scared of ghosts. 
White played 43.Ah4?, which Sam 
also wanted, but after 43,..bxc6! 
Black holds, and held the draw, by
move 77.

SOLUTION__________________

43.c7! ! x f 2  44 .gf8+  «&xf8 45.c8® +
^ 7  The tactic was not surprising to 
Sam, but he was worried Black would 
be able to set up a fortress. He is not, 
but it is close.

Give yourself half a point if you 
saw to here but never considered the 
fortress idea. Give yourself another 
half if you simply did not believe in the 
fortress at all.

46. g4! M,e3 This was Sam’s idea.
46...iLg3 47.g5 hxg5 48.fxg5 ie 5  
49.&C4 looks fairly simple.
47. ® f5+  <&g8 48.g5 hxg5 49.fxg5 
ikxg5!? Aiming for a fortress with the 
rook oscillating between f6 and h6. But 
as we shall see, it cannot get there.
50.®xg5

50...Se6 50...Sf7 is an even more 
unfortunate attempt. After 51,®d5 &f8 
52,®xd6+ &g8 53.®d5! the zugzwang 
will soon be devastating.
51.® d5 & f7 52.®xb7+ Se7 53.® f3+  
<&g8 54.® g4 White is in control and 
will win slowly. Black cannot set up the 
fortress.

TU
Nicholas Vettese_____________ 2310
Farai Mandizha 2359

New York 2022

The next three exercises are all from the 
same game.
18.. .fxg3? 19.®d5!? I e 3  2 0 .ig 2  was
dangerous for White, but objectively not 
too bad. 19.Ba7! was even better. White 
is not worse at all.

Sam suggested something even worse:
18.. .®b6?, when he felt White had to run 
for the hills with 19.®d5, which looks 
dangerous (but is survivable). But he missed 
that after 19.0-0-0 M>7 White has 20.Sh8+! 
Ouch! Jetlag sponsored this miss...

SOLUTION__________________

Even without the big blunder, stronger 
was 18...®e7!! 19.Ag2 A key point is 
that after 19.®d5 kb7  Black will win back 
the rook.
19...I3! 20.iLxf3 Jlg4 Black’s attack is 
entirely devastating.

T5__________________________
Nicholas Vettese_____________ 2310
Farai Mandizha 2359

New York 2022

This is not a natural tactical exercise. 
White wants to play ^?c2 and 5ld2 to
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CHES S  TRAI NI NG

get his pieces into the game. Black has to 
prevent this.
23...1e6? 24.ffd3 ffe5  25.&c2°° was
the game continuation. White is not worse.

SOLUTION___________________

23...^,d7!! was the prophylactic move. 
24.&C2 is best met with: 24...iLa4+l 
25.b3 JLb5, when White is unable to get 
his pieces out and thus is dead lost.

T6
Nicholas Vettese______________ 2310
Farai Mandizha 2359

New York 2022

34 ...ia2?l 35.®e2 A xbl+  36.Sxbl
@c4 was very messy and Black won on 
move 48.

But with 37.iLf3, White could have kept 
the position balanced/chaotic, for now.

SOLUTION___________________

Sam pointed out that 34...A fl! was not as 
simple as I had originally thought. White 
can play 35.Bb3, when Black has a big 
advantage after 35...il,xg2, as Stockfish 
points out.

But 35.Sxfl is the difficult move to 
refute.
Then, after 35...®xc3+ 36.^>dl ®xd4+ 
37.&e2 you would needed to have seen
37...Sc3!l in advance, as Sam had. This 
key move prevents the white king from 
running away, a theme commonly known 
as Killzone. Black wins.

STRATEGY

S I
Iliya Nyzhnyk__________________2687
Denis Kadric 2560

Hollywood 2022

White cannot allow Black to play
33...®c5+.
33. JLI)4! is forced and after 33...c5 
strongest is 34.^,d2! to support the f-pawn.
34. J.C3?! Sf8 is a bit annoying.

The game was drawn after: 34...®b8 
35.&C2 ®c6 36.Sbl ®d4+ 37.&c3 
®e2+ 38.&C2 ®d4+ 39.&c3.

S2___________________________
Konstantin Kavutskiy_________ 2383
M. Siddarth 2243

Hollywood 2022

Black played 29...®e7?, allowing 
White to invade with the queen on 
h7, and leading to a loss after more 
happenings.

SOLUTION

Stronger was: 29...it?g8! 30.®g4 “I was 
not sure about the evaluation after this,” 
Sam said. Stockfish thinks that after 
30...'&h8 31.ffh5 &h7 Black is slightly 
better.

S3___________________________
Alexander Shabalov__________ 2504
Dante Beukes 2299

Hollywood 2022

I m I
A * i i i

i
i 1
A i i 0

A
A H &

A A

Black has sacrificed a pawn in desperation 
to free his bad bishop. Shabalov played 
19.®bxd4?, when 19...®c5 gave Black 
fine counterplay. The game was later 
drawn.

SOLUTION___________________

19.®fxd4! was obvious, Sam felt. Not 
only did it prevent ...®c5, but it was also 
the lesser knight. The knight on b3 is 
attacking the weak a5-pawn.
After 19...® b6 20.® c6 White has an 
overwhelming position.

SI*_______________________________

New York 2022

1 I
A i i i
±A

i i
A

A A
0 A & A 0

H f l

Sam and Jason agreed that 17...g5! was
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A A GA A R D ' S  MA S T E R C L A S S FKTION *TORY

necessary.
After 18.£lxd7 ®xd7 1 9 .ie 3  Sb8

the position was equal. White won on 
move 55, but here he has nothing.

S5_________________________
Bartlom iej Macieja__________2514
Konstantin Kavutskiy_______ 2585

Charlotte 2022

David Preuss texted this position to 
Sam as well. Kavutskiy and Preuss are 
in cohorts in the excellent Chess Dojo, 
so David was following the game live.
18...®7a6? 19.f3 Sfc8 20.& bl gave 
White a stable advantage. He won by 
move 35.

SOLUTION_________________

The King’s Indian demands that you 
play actively at all times. Here 18...b5! 
19.1,xc5 b4! was strong, opening up 
the queenside for counterplay. Black is 
already better.
20.?lbl?! Sfc8! is an important point. 
The bishop on c5 is not getting out of 
there.

S6
Ehsan Ghaem Maghami_____ 2511
Ekin Baris Ozenir 2343

Hollywood 2022

29.exf6+! ffxf6 30.@xf6+ &xf6 
31-Sdel ^>f7 32.?lb5 White is totally 
winning.

1 1
i  #  

i  i  ±
4 1 *

■ ■  a

32...Se7 33.®d4 Sde8 34.®c6 Sd7 
35.15! 1-0

SOLUTION

28.. .®f8!! Sam found this odd move 
out of necessity. Black has to defend 
the knight so he can recapture with the 
rook on d6.
29.exf6+ 29,exd6 Hxd6! 30.®xc5? 
Sxdl+ with the queen hanging is the 
key point.
29.. .®xf6 30.®xf6+ &xf6 It is
possible White is marginally better, 
but it is not worth worrying about.

A key point is that 31.Sdel c6! is 
absolutely fine.

But with the b-pawn on b6, the c-pawn 
would be hanging.

28...b6? as played in the game 
looks natural, but Black was in for 
a nasty surprise.
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Antigone 
atCRess

By Alexis Levitin------------

Hillary had a rich summer tan, set off by 
his white linen jacket and trousers. He was 
fit, he was trim, and, as usual, impeccably 
dressed. All in all, he was satisfied with 
life and with himself He had visited the 
Acropolis earlier that day and now, after 
dinner, was wandering through Plaka, that 
maze of restaurants, cafes, and souvenir 
shops favored by foreigners. From various 
directions came the plaintive sound of 
bouzouki beginning to warm up. As he 
strolled at ease, he chanced upon a gallery 
with a large, dynamic painting in the 
window. Without a conscious decision, he 
found himself gliding through the open 
door. The crowd inside, sipping retsina 
or a Muscadet, was as well dressed as he, 
but perhaps more casual in their attire. It 
seemed everyone was speaking Greek. He 
didn't know a word, but it pleased him, as if 
confirming that he had somehow navigated 
his way to the heart of Athens and Athenian 
society.

The engulfing murmur of that unknown 
tongue was strangely comforting, but the 
explosive canvases in that small gallery 
made him uneasy. He drifted along the 
walls, sipping his Muscadet and wondering 
what drew people to such abstract violence. 
Perhaps it was the long-haired artist herself, 
with her long legs and thin summer dress. He 
could not help but glance and glance again. 
Indeed, he found the creator more attractive 
than her creations. Later, after the crowd 
had dispersed, the painter had appeared 
at his side, casually taken him by the hand 
and, without a glance, begun to lead him 
home. Flustered, but pleased, he meekly 
followed her athletic figure, striding with 
purpose through the accustomed streets. 
As she slipped the key into the old lock 
and he heard the click, he wondered what 
he was doing there. When she turned on 
the lights, he found himself surrounded by 
her canvases -  slashing strokes of crimson, 
bursts of Canary yellow, streaks of Prussian 
blue, a violent assault on his entire being. 
He preferred Constable or Thomas Cole. 
With them you knew where you stood. He 
fled to a cushioned armchair in the corner
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Alexis Levitin w as an Eng lish  P ro fesso r 
fo r  f if ty  years. He began p laying chess at 
the  age of s ix  w ith  tw o  so lid  R ussian chess 
p layers: Serge i Lev itin , h is  fa the r, and V.S. 
Yanovsky, w ho w as his s te p -fa th e r. A lex is  
neve r becam e a tru e  tou rn a m e n t player, 
but he did w in  f ir s t  p lace in the  Forest 
H ills  High S choo l chess to u rn a m e n t of 1956 
and the  P la ttsburgh , N ew  York Chess Club 
cham pionsh ip  in the ye a r 2000. He a lso 
received a second p lace tro p h y  fro m  the 
P o lgar Chess A u th o rity  in New York City in 
1999. Levitin 's f ir s t  book The Last Ruy Lopez: 
Tales from  the Royal Game w i l l be pub lished 
by R usse ll E n te rp rises  in fa ll o f 2023.

and cradled a gin and tonic in his spider-like 
fingers. He was terrified, but knew he could 
not leave.

Antigone swiftly replenished his drink 
and poured herself something that smelled 
like licorice. Of course it was ouzo, turning 
mysteriously cloudy as the water mixed with 
the pure spirit. She sipped it slowly, prolonging 
the pleasure. Hillary didn’t know what to say, 
but apparently the silence didn’t trouble her. 
She glanced at him sitting stiffly across from her, 
either ignoring or resisting the gentle velvet of 
the over-stuffed armchair he had inadvertently 
chosen. She moved towards the CD player and 
soon the rhythmically enchanting sound of 
Zorba’s dance was accompanying their drinks. 
He wondered for a moment if her choice was 
irony or condescension, but, in fact, he loved 
it, the stately building blocks of sound, the 
patient orderly development, as in the early 
stages of a chess game.

“No one can tell me how to paint,"’ she 
suddenly exclaimed, “no one!” Hillary felt 
called upon to say something. “Your work is 
very expressive,” he finally brought forth. She 
gave him a strange look. “I thought you were 
American, but now you sound British. What 
are you, after all?”

His only reply was an ambiguous tilting 
of his well-set head. He felt nervous, as if 
imprisoned by the disturbing challenge ot 
her canvases, but he could not say that to her. 
And really, he wondered, would that have 
been criticism or praise? Her paintings, her 
animal body, her thin summer dress, all made 
him uneasy, but they also provoked him, as 
had the painting in the window of the gallery. 
And, after all, though trembling, he was there, 
wasn’t he?

On a small end table beside his armchair 
was a wooden chess set, elegant in its silence.

He had played the game his entire life and 
loved the order it offered, the possibility of 
balance, of control, of the firm dominance of 
reason. He wondered if the woman who had 
produced such wild, headstrong canvases 
could really play chess. He gestured toward 
the board, raised a tentative eyebrow and 
looked at her questioningly.

“Why not,” she said in her charmed 
language. Giati ochi. And she slipped over 
from the far end of the couch, 
like a lioness drawing closer 
to its prey. “I will be White.”

She played the Danish.
He couldn't resist taking the 
pawns, one after another, 
gobbling them down as 
sacrificial offerings, while in 
the background the stately 
formal dance steps ot Mikis 
Theodorakis began to slowly 
accelerate in a kind of Greek 
response to Ravel’s Bolero.
Three pawns in a row.
Though the last one, at b2, 
was quickly recouped. And 
then she startled him with 
yet another sacrifice. Her 
white bishop swept down 
and grabbed the pawn at f7, 
and “check” came hissing 
from her lips, like a burst of 
steam from the nether parts 
of a locomotive about to set 
out on a journey. He took the 
bishop with his king. Surely a 
pawn and a bishop gave him 
an overwhelming advantage.
Though impressed by her 
ferocity, he was convinced it 
would lead to an early defeat.

A couple of swift 
developmental moves by his 
impetuous foe and he asked 
her for a refill on his gin and 
tonic. She smiled, strode to 
the kitchen counter, mixed 
his drink, and brought it 
back, the glass perspiring in 
the warm evening air. It felt cold in his hand 
and the sharp hint of juniper refreshed him. 
But no gin and tonic could provide a wall to 
defend his king.

Her dark-squared bishop, since taking 
his greedy pawn, controlled the diagonal. 
Her two knights were both advancing and 
she hadn’t even bothered to castle. And now 
her queens castle suddenly came into play, 
controlling a semi-open file, the edge of his 
king’s possibilities. Two knights, a bishop, 
and a queen and suddenly a pawn sprang 
precipitately forward. His king was sweating 
and so was he. In the queen side corner of

IHnTISTnH'HPnTI

She moved 
towards the CD 
player and soon 
the rhythm ically 
enchanting 
sound of Zorba's 
dance was 
accom panying 
their drinks.
He w ondered 
for a m om ent 
if her choice 
was irony or 
condescension, 
but, in fact, 
he loved it, 
the stately 
building blocks 
of sound, the 
patient orderly 
development, 
as in the early 
stages of a chess 
game.

the board his rook, knight, and bishop all 
stood where they had started. Somehow there 
had been no time for them to enter the fray. 
They were reduced to shameful bystanders, 
paralyzed onlookers at a developing disaster. 
Antigone pushed the pawn, his king tried to 
angle toward the queenside of the board. A 
knight gave chase. The other knight cut off 
his retreat. Not to mention the castle staring 
down the semi-open file. Antigone’s queen, 

relentless, penetrated to the 
midst of the board, protected 
by one of her knights. The 
two knights blossomed their 
terrifying double reach. 
He felt his king drowning, 
encircled by the multiple 
tentacles of two octopi. He 
gazed at the board, absently 
sipping at his gin and tonic, 
but his fate was sealed. As 
in a Greek tragedy, there 
was nowhere to go. He side­
stepped into the remaining 
unchallenged square and 
her second knight made its 
final elegant move.

“Mate,” she declared, as if 
announcing a preordained 
destiny. The entire board 
clicked into place as if there 
could have been no other 
result. Despite his drink, 
the roof of his mouth felt 
very dry.

He gazed at his sweating 
glass of gin and tonic but 
didn’t dare raise his eyes. He 
heard what sounded like a 
deep chuckle and then the 
words, “Come, let me show 
you the rest of the house.” 
It was much too late to flee, 
as had become evident on 
the chessboard. He rose 
like a somnambulist and, 
with mechanical docility, 
followed his long-haired 
hostess down the hall. She 

led him across the threshold of her bedroom, 
lit two slender purple candles, and said with a 
determined and amused air, “Let us see if we 
can melt your wax.”

Yes, he thought with desperation, he would 
have been better off at Madame Tussaud’s, 
where nothing ever changed. But it was far too 
late for the last flight to London. Far too late 
for any flight to anywhere. Like a lamb to the 
slaughter, he followed her meekly into a realm 
of pastel draperies, heavy with incense. He 
understood now that the chess game had just 
been the beginning.
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DECODING OPENING TRENDS IN W ORLD-CLASS CHESS

OPENING PREPARATION?
Trust Yourself And Have Fun!
At the 2023 American Cup in St.Louis, it was exciting to see 
opening preparations by the best U.S. players, led by the 
ever-creative and resourceful Hikaru Nakamura, but also 
principled players like Caruana and Dominguez.

By GM Emilio Cordova

W hat does it take to make a novelty playable? How to define a novelty 
in chess? Or how do we know that we are unleashing something 
interesting, good, new, and of course playable?

Well, definitely those are hard questions to answer. However, I think 
what makes a novelty good and playable, is the difficulty that our rival 

will have to deal with it over the board, in order to find the right sequence that will allow 
him/her to overcome the surprise and obtain a playable position.

Of course, we should remember that not all novelties are going to beequally good or 
interesting, therefore we need to be creative, and of course -  willing to take some risks. 
The famous saying goes “risk it for the biscuit!”.I invite you to join me on this interesting

journey in which we are going to dive 
into all the interesting ideas that elite 
players have come up with recently.THEET H P  =

*2023

American Cup
In the 2023 American Cup, we 
witnessed how the American 
dream came true in the hands of 
the amazing Hikaru Nakamura. 
Naka shows us that there is neither 
a clear path nor a right training 
method which will secure success. 
Hikaru found his own way, showing 
us that the traditional training 
methods don't matter that much.

What matters is that you trust 
yourself whatever you are doing and 
that you are having fun! You may 
like Nakamura or not, but we can't 
deny that he is spreading the chess 
word around the globe and that his 
contribution is enormous. A versatile 
player that he is, he had a lot to offer 
with his opening choices.

"UNIVERSAL OPENING"
How to beat someone who is considered 
almost unbeatable, well that’s a very hard 
question to answer. However, as usual, 
Nakamura shows us how to achieve the 
unthinkable. Famous for his bravery and 
willingness to play every single game 
until the end, Hikaru is a true fighter. 
That’s why he is the deserving winner of 
the prestigious American Cup 2023!

A06
Hikaru Nakam ura 2768
W esley So 2761

S t Louis 2 0 23 , rapid playoff

l .? lf3  Naka starts with the most flexible 
move order, the always reliable ®f3.

1.. .d5 2.e3 The so-called “universal 
opening”.
2.. .£)f6 3.c4 e6 4.b3 l e 7  5 .1b2 0-0 
6.£sc3 c5 7.cxd5 exd5 8.Scl!?

I
i i

I  
& i i  i

f t ■
i  i ■ ■

■ ■ m
A n A4A ■

& A, A A A A
UW f l

One of the benefits of this opening is its 
flexibility and the opportunity it gives 
to obtain pretty unbalanced positions. 
Of course this 8.Bcl move could be 
considered a sort of novelty since no elite 
players have played it previously. 
8...d4!? Wesley is not afraid of the 
intrepid Bel, and he is planning to fight 
for the initiative. 8..Ae4!? is another 
interesting try. Then, after a series of 
active moves 9.d4 &c6 10.dxc5 Jlf6! 
Il.iie2  ©b4!, Black should be able to 
equalize.
9.'Sla4 dxe3 Here are a few interesting 
alternatives for Black. 9...b6!? 10.exd4 
cxd4 ll.£lxd4 Jlb7 12.5lf5 ®d7 13.€}e3 
®a6 leads to a very complex position.

9...ftc6!? is a very daring pawn 
sacrifice. However, Black is ahead 
in piece development, therefore this 
sacrifice should be at least sound. 
Let’s go deeper and check 10.4L)xc5 
ig 4  11.a3 ffd5
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All the black pieces have taken the fast lane 
in order to get activated. The price was just

I I #
i i A i  i i

f t f t
■ ■

■ i A
A. A A &

J , Al A A A
XL A f l

a mere pawn. 12.Aid3 Jtxf3 13.gxf3 Sfd8 
Due to his active pieces, Black has more 
than enough compensation. For example, 
14.ie2 1lff5 15.ffc2 gac8 16.®bl Ad6 
with satisfactory play.
10.fxe3 Nakamura achieved what he was 
hoping for -  a highly complex position 
where it’s difficult to determine who 
has the advantage. In such positions, the 
outcome is often uncertain and victory 
is determined by the player’s skill and 
strategic decision-making.
10...b6 l l . l e 2  ®  d 5 12 .0 -0  ® c 6 1 3 .f fe l

Emilio Cordova a Peruvian Grandmaster, 
peaked at a 2660 FIDE rating in December 
2016. A talented junior, he won m ultip le  
Pan-Am erican cham pionships and has 
represented Peru in seven Chess Olympiads 
from  2004-2022, leading the team in 2016, 
2018, and 2022. Cordova was the Am erican 
Continenta l Champion in 2016 and tied fo r 
f irs t in 2017. As part o f the W ebster Chess 
Team, he earned severa l Pan-Am tit le s  and 
an individual gold in 2019. Emilio also has 
over 14 years o f coaching experience.

The queen is advancing to threaten the 
black king’s defenses. Her presence is like 
a knock at the door, signalling danger and 
imminent attack.
1 3 . . . ib 7  14 .© g 3  i f 6  1 5 . ix f 6  & x f6
16.® c3

I
± ±

I
i i i

i ft ■ ft
■ i ■

■ ■
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A | A A A A
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16...£)b4?! 16...0’b8! There is a belief 
that when a queen is harassing your king, 
you should use your own queen to defend 
your monarch.
A) 17.1fxb8 Without queens, the position 

becomes less dangerous for Black.
17.. .5axb8 18.d4 cxd4 19.®xd4 4Lixd4 
20.exd4 gfd8 21.Scdl Sbc8 22.Ac4 
ia 6  23.Axa6.

B) Or 17.Bh3 ®c8 following the same 
strategy, intending to meet 18.®h4 by
18.. .®g4.

C) 17.0h4 ©e5!= trading all the potential 
attackers.

17.£le5 ® xd2?? A big blunder after 
which the black queen gets trapped. 
However, this position was far from clear

and easy to play. In fact, it was full of 
intricate complications. Dear reader, allow 
me to show you some of the tricky lines 
of this position; in that way, you can get 
an idea of how complex and hard it was to 
play this position.

17.. .4Lbd5 is logical, but far from simple. 
Then, 18.ilc4 Se7 19.ftg4 ®xg4 20.ilxd5 
ilxd5 21.?ixd5 ?fe4 22.5lc7 Sac8 23.5lb5 
Sg6 should be equal, although not dry.

17.. .ffe7 18.Sxf6!! The beautiful 
coordination among the white pieces makes 
all the fireworks work! 18...®xf6 19.Sfl 
®d6 20.iLc4 ®xd2 Principled and best.

I I #
i A  I I  i i i
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A) 21.&xf7 ®d5 22.ixd5 !xd5 23.®e4! 
®d3 24.ftf6+ &xf7 25.SC7+ &g6 
26.Bg3+ Af7=.

B) 21.e4 b5 22.±xf7+ &h8 23.Bf4 ffcl+  
24.§fl Sd2=.

C) 21.ixf7+ Sxf7 22 ,&xf7 1fxc3 23.®h6+ 
Ah8 2AM7+ &g8=

18.Sfdl ®b2 19.?lc4 Black resigned

The curtain has come down signalling a 
Champion for the American Cup 2023. 
The incredible Hikaru Nakamura!

THE KALASHNIKOV SICILIAN
B32
Lein ier Dom inguez 2743
Hikaru Nakam ura 2768

S t  Louis 2023, Champions Bracket

l .e 4  c5 2 .£ lf3  £)c6 3.d4 cxd4 4.£sxd4
e5!? It’s so refreshing to see once in a 
while a type of Sicilian different from 
the Najdorf, Dragon, or Sveshnikov. Of 
course, the approach of any Sicilian won’t 
change at all -  the dynamic factor is the 
core of any Open Sicilian system.
5.®b5 d6 I have the belief that nowadays 
almost anything could be considered 
playable, as long as you have studied and 
analyzed it deeply enough with a strong 
engine.

5...a6 is an old fashionable line that 
goes 6.Aid6+ Jtxd6 7.®xd6 Be7!? -  an 
interesting try by means of which Black 
can aim to equalize. (Also 7...Wf6 has 
been tried a lot. White has an edge, but 
Black has ways of complicating matters 
and fighting for equality.)

|I A  * f t l 
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White has many ways to continue here. 
After, for example, 8.Sxe7+ 5igxe7 9.4Lic3 
d5 Black has good chances to equalize. 
6 .® lc3  a6 7.&a3 l e 6  8.£sc4 Sb8 A 
veiy fashionable line directed against
9.Jte3, when Black follows with 9...b5, 
having protected the b6 square. Nakamura 
is known for his versatile style. It’s 
undeniable that Naka is one of the most 
resilient players in the world, who has 
improved his game by playing online 
chess a lot. In other words, Nakamura is a 
son of the modern chess world.
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9. ®d5 To illustrate the play for both sides, 
here are a couple of games. 9.®e3 ®f6
10. g3 h5 ll.h3  (U.h4 k e 7  12.kg2 §2g4
13.§3cd5 Wd7 14.^b6 Wd8 15.fobd5 b5
16.c3 ffc/7 17.0-0 kd8  18.a4 b4 19.Wd3 
a5 20.kic4 0-0 2 lA x d 6  kxd5 22.Wxd5 
®e7 23.Wd2 We6 and a draw was agreed 
on move 56 in W.So 2770 - T.Radjabov 
2765, Internet, 2020.) Il...g6 12.Ag2 
Ah6 13.0-0 h4 14.g4 b5 15.®cd5 4xd5 
16.®xd5 Jixcl 17.Bxcl ®xd5 18.exd5 
®a5 19.b3 0-0 20.®d2 ®b7 21.b4 Bc8 
22.f4 ®b6+ 23.Ahl ®d4 was S.Sjugirov 
2696 - P.Maghsoodloo 2699, Internet 
2022, which Black won on move 39. 
9...^,xd5 10.exd5 ®ce7 Black has gotten 
an interesting and less explored position, 
which, of course, doesn’t mean that his 
position is better or anything like that. 
However, it is a position where everything 
is possible.

I to J L to K
i 4  i  1 i

4 4
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a

A A A A A A
f l  Jt f l

l l . g3 The most logical and natural 
move. However, apparently not the most 
ambitious one. Il.®e3 ®f6 (ll...b5?! is 
strongly met by 12.c4!) 12.g3 transposes 
to the text.

11.g4!? is an interesting idea suggested 
by Naka himself.
A) ll...b5?! 12.®e3 ®f6 13.g5 ®d7 14.h4 

h6 15.gxh6

15...§xh6 16.a4 and White’s play is 
a bit easier and more comfortable. 
However, the position is far from 
clear. For example, 16...f5 17.axb5 
axb5 18.®xf5!! ®xf5 19.4.xh6 ®xh6 
20.®h5+ ®f7 21,J,h3 with a strong 
initiative for White.

B) ll...®f6 12.a4!

I  WtoJL I
4 * 4  4 4

i l l *
A i
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Once again, when you are forced to play 
unexpected and counterintuitive moves, 
it’s clear that a novelty would be worth 
trying since we play against emotional 
humans and not emotionless engines.
12.. .ffc7 (Or 12..M d7 13.a5 h6 14.kg2  
fog6 15.h4 Wxg4 16.Wxg4 Axg4 17.h5 
A f4 18.kf3  with excellent compensation 
for the pawn in view of White’s bishop 
pair.) 13.a5 h6 14.®b6 ®c8 15.Jte3 ®xb6 
16.iLxb6 Hfc8 17.h3. White has more 
space and the bishop pair, but Black has 
his own trumps, too.
11.. .b5 White was better after 11...®f6 
12.1g2 g6 13.0-0 Ag7 14.a4 0-0 15.a5 e4 
16.1g5 Se8 17.ixf6 ix f6  18.1xe4 ®c8 
19.Ag2 b5 20.axb6 ®xb6 21.®a5 lxb2 
22.®c6 fff6 23.§xa6 Bb7 24,Bel Bxel+ 
25.Sxel ild4 26.®xd4 ®xd4 27x3 and 
later won on move 76 in A.Heimann 2581 
- U.Boensch 2494, Germany 2022.
12. ®e3 g6N Intentions for both sides 
are pretty visible: White aims to take 
advantage of his bishop pair and pawn 
majority on the queenside, whereas Black 
will aim to counter with ...f7-f5 in the 
future, and create his play on the kingside. 
The only previous game in my database 
saw 12...f5 13.h4 h5 14.a4 ®f6 15.axb5 
axb5 16.Ba7 g6 17.iid2 b4 when White 
won on move 74 in H.Schmidt 2392 - 
S.Kalinitschew 2492, Travemuende 2008.
13. a4 ®f6 14.axb5 axb5

i  w ± I
* 4 4

4 * 4
4 A 4

a A
A A A A

a  a w m  a
15.^,g2 When you have the bishop pair 
it makes sense to open the position with 
15x4!?. However, playing this sort of

move is not easy at all since it’s too radical. 
A sample line might follow 15...bxc4 
(15...kh6!? 16.cxb5 kxe3 17.kxe3 ®/xd5 
18.kh6oo with a complex position, which 
I would prefer to play as White.) 16.®xc4 
ig 7  17.®a4+ &f8 18.!g2 h5 19.0-0 h4 
20.S'a3 hxg3 21.hxg3 ®e8 22.®a5 with a 
preferable position for White. Of course, I 
invite you to do some of your own analysis, 
since the position is rich with possibilities 
for both sides along the way.

After a tough fight Black won.

THE NAJD0RF SICILIAN
B90
Leinier Dom inguez 2743
Sam Shankland 2710

St. Louis 2023, Elimination Bracket

l.e4 c5 2.®f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.®xd4 ®f6 
5.®c3 a6 6 .ie 3  ®g4 7 .1 c l ®c6 8.h3 
®f6 9 .ie 3  e5 10.®xc6!? Once again, 
a sort of a novelty, as this line has only 
been played by a few lower-rated players. 
Nowadays, it’s very hard to find a novelty in 
the Sicilian Najdorf, since almost everything 
has been tried. However, as is well known, 
chess is so vast, and the possibilities to 
create are going to be always there. In fact, 
I believe that the hardest part is to have the 
willingness to look for something more and 
to be creative. That’s why we should thank 
Leinier for having played something fresh.
10...bxc6

I  i f # i  I
4 4 4
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4
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ll.f4!?N  The problem with novelties is 
that, most of the time, finding the right 
procedure is not easy. Imagine yourself in 
a maze where you can take many different 
paths and most of them look almost the 
same. Of course, the answer won’t come 
clean and clear.
Il.itc4  tb 7  (U ...ke6 12.kxe6 fxe6
13.0-0 k e 7  14.f4 exf4 15.kxf4 e5 16.ke3 
0-0 17.We2 d5 l& Sadl d4 19.kg5 
Wb6 20.Wc4+ was W.A1 Tarbosh 2177 
- T.Kanyamarala 2082, Internet 2021,
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which White won on move 63.) 12.ilg5 
ie 7  13.1fd2 Wc7 14.ib3 Bd8 15.Sdl h6
16. ±xf6 Axf6 17.0-0 0-0 18.®d3 ®b6 
19Aa4 Wb5 20.c4 ffa5 21.£lc3 ic 8  
22.&hl ie 6  23.ic2 g6 24.1b3 and a 
draw was agreed in H.Haraldsson 1962 - 
J.Ulfljotsson 1672, Reykjavik 2020.
11.. .1te7 A very natural move that seems 
to be perfectly playable. However, the 
flaws are going to be easily noted after 
further moves.
A) ll...S a5  Of course, such a move is far 

from being considered clear or easy to 
find. We can say that it is not a natural 
move which could speak for itself. 
After, for example, 12.jtd2 Wc5 13.013 
exf4 14.4.xf4 ie 7  15.0-0-0 0-0 16.ie2 
ie 6  17.0g3 Sfd8 18.Bhfl £ie8 19.ie3 
White is a bit better, though the position 
remains complicated.

B) ll...exf4 Captures are the most logical 
moves that need to be considered at 
first, especially when we are playing a 
gambit. Of course, it is not so easy to 
suggest this move since the benefits are 
hard to understand, in comparison to the 
liabilities that this capture could entail, 
like subjecting the d6 pawn to pressure 
that White could inflict. 12.j|xf4 Jte6 
13.0d4 ie 7  14.0-0-0 0-0 15.Ac4 
Capturing on d6 might be the engines’ 
first choice, but I prefer exerting further 
pressure on Black’s position without 
entering any simplifications. 15...0C8 
16.ilxe6 0xe6 17.5hel keeping Black 
in passive mode.

C) ll...®d7 Unless you are Karpov or 
you have been trained by him, such 
retreating moves are hard to find as 
they won’t come easily and naturally.
12.BT3 exf413.4.xf4 0 f6  14.0-0-0 fte5 
15.0g3 ie 7  16.Abl 0-0 17.ie2 0e6 
18.h4oo would lead to a characteristic 
Sicilian battle.

12.fxe5 dxe5 13.ffxd8+ ix d 8  14.0-0-0
Now we can see that White’s position is 
more pleasant and easier to play. Therefore, 
the novelty has worked!
14.. .±e6  15.1d3 ®h5 16.®a4 &f4
17. ± f l  l g 5

1
i  i

i  i
k  A
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18.“̂ b l!  Always the subtle Adil! 
Leinier is well-known for his amazing 
preparation and his always very classic 
style, which means no suspect moves. 
Also, he is always a very correct player 
who likes to follow and respect the 
fundamentals of chess.
18...0-0 19.g3 £lxh3 20 .1b6! A very 
subtle blow! After this move, Leinier 
obtained a huge advantage which he 
converted without any problems.
White won

HITTING THE BERLIN WALL

C67
L e in ie r D om inguez 2743
Levon A ronian 2 7 4 5

American Cup, St. Louis 2023

l.e 4  e5 2.£\f3 £ic6 3 .1 b 5  £sf6 4.0-0
%)xe4  The Berlin wall is in sight!
5.d4 ,Sld6 6.^,xc6 The main line. 
However, White has tried many 
different setups, though the Berlin wall 
has proven to be impassable most of the 
time.
6...dxc6 7.dxe5 £\f5 8.®xd8+ &xd8
9.h3 l e 7  10.£\c3 ^ h 4  l l .^ x h 4  
lx h 4  1 2 .ie 3  h5

I ± I
i i k k k

k
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13.f3!?N A very interesting and subtle 
novelty played by Leinier. The Berlin 
Defense is well-known for its solidity 
and its almost impenetrable armor; we 
should not forget that this defense was 
employed by Kramnik which helped 
him to defeat the Baku “ogre” -  the one 
and only Garry Kasparov!

13.Sadl+ was played by many elite 
players, and Dominguez was one of 
them. 13...'Ae8 14.4L)e2 Jte7 (14...b6 
15 .2 /el k d 7  16.kf4  Ed8 1 7 .^d4  c5 
18.e6 cxd4 19.exd7+ &xd7 20.ke5

c5 21.kxd4 cxd4 22.Hixd4+ ended in 
a draw on move 138 in L.Dominguez 
2743 - M.Antipov 2581, Internet 2023.) 
15.f4 f5 16,exf6 gxf6 17.f5 &f7 18.g3 
b6 19.&C3 Se8 20.Sf3 td 6  21.&f2 lb 7  
22,Af4 c5 23,Sfd3 and White won on 
move 39 in M.Vachier Lagrave 2736 - 
W.So 2760, Internet 2022.
13.. .1 f5  14.g4!? With good criteria, 
the “Latin idol” Leinier sacrifices a 
pawn for the initiative. In fact, his 
idea is extremely profound and sound, 
burying alive the light-squared bishop!
14.. .1,xc2 15 .S a c l The idea of a 
novelty is to surprise your opponent... 
With a novelty, you cannot expect 
to win immediately, however, if you 
could inflict some moral damage, time 
advantage, doubt, or anything that could 
help to destabilize your opponent, your 
novelty is certainly worth a try.
15.. .1 h 7  16.f4 Se8 17 .S cd l+  «&c8 
1 8 .1 f2  i e 7  19.f5

I # I
k k k A k k A

k
0 A k

A
& A

A0 A
fl f l S

And now we can see the energy 
contained within the novelty!
19.. .b6 2 0 .ig 3  &b7 21.«&g2 Sad8  
22.Sxd8 Sxd8 2 3 .S d l S x d l 24.& xdl
c5 25.^ f3  Even though White has 
obtained wonderful compensation for 
the sacrificed pawn, the material is 
too reduced. Therefore, the chances of 
victory are not so great.
25.. .'Bc6 26.<?le3 hxg4+ 27.hxg4 and 
after a tough struggle, Levon was able 
to hold a draw in this game, securing 
his progress to the next round. This 
pawn sacrifice was very attractive and 
sound, however, the Berlin Defense has 
proven its solidity once again. Despite 
how wonderful White’s idea was, when 
there are not too many pieces on the 
board it’s hard to squeeze something out 
of the position when there is not much 
to squeeze.
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E
A TRICKY CATALAN
Fabiano Caruana is certainly one of the 
best theoreticians of the present world elite. 
His thorough preparations for the World 
Championship match with Magnus Carlsen 
in 2018 must have left him with a bag full 
of surprises in almost every opening. This 
time, his opponent Ray Robson fell victim 
to a strong novelty that appeared on the 
board as early as on move 10 of a tricky 
Catalan Opening!

E04
Fabiano Caruana 2766
Ray Robson 2702

St. Louis 2023, rapid

l.d4 &f6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4 .kg2  I have 
the feeling that this move order is the most 
ambitious for White, since it forces Black to 
go into more complex lines.
4.. .ji,b4+ 5.®d2 This has proven to be a 
rather more ambitious and less explored line 
in comparison to 5.ild2, which has been 
well-studied and played in thousands of 
games. Therefore, most players know what 
to do, and which path to take.
5.. .0.0 6.®gf3 dxc4 7.1fc2 Still, a lot of 
games have continued this way, though not 
that many in comparison to the 5..M2 line.
7.. .c5 8.0-0 Here comes the less explored 
path! Now Black will be out of preparation.
8.. .cxd4 9.£lxc4 £lc6 It was necessary 
to find 9...d3! in order to obtain a playable 
position... The beauty of a novelty relies

on the fact that finding the best moves or 
following the right path for your opponent 
will definitely not be an easy task, since the 
signal has been lost. 10.exd3 €lc6 ll.a3 ile7

A) 12.5el!? 4Ld5 Once again not a natural 
move... 13.5le3! Jtf6 (After 13...^hxe3
14.kxe3oo, White’s position looks more 
promising and easier to play.) 14.4Lg4 
,£d415.Jle3!oo with very powerful center 
control.

B) 12.b4 is met by 12...b5, apparently the 
main move according to my engine... 
and a very counterintuitive one! 13.5lce5 
®xe5 14.5lxe5 £ld5 15.®c6 ®d7 
16.ilb2°o with a very complex position 
ahead.

10.Sdl!N After this Black’s position 
becomes difficult to play. It’s interesting to 
note that Black didn’t make any obvious 
mistakes, and White didn’t play any 
exceptional moves. Despite this, Black 
found himself in a bad position, by just 
playing logical moves.

10.a3 id 6  ll.S d l e5 12.b4 a6 13.h3 
Jte6 14.5lxd6 Bxd6 15.e3 §ac8 16.®b2 
d3 17.®g5 ilc4 18.4Le4 ®xe4 19.ilxe4 f5 
20.ixd3 ixd3 21.ffb3+ &h8 22.Sxd3 
was D.Fridman 2626 - G.Gajewski 2589, 
Warsaw 2021, which White later won on 
move 39.
10...®e7 Once again, I think it’s very hard 
to find the best moves for Black. 10...a5!? is 
one of the options for Black that deserved 
attention. Another one is 10...4Ld5!?, which 
can be met by 11.4Lg5!, setting more traps 
and heading into a more complex position. 
(If 11.a3 ke7  12&xd4 &xd4 13.Sxd4 
k f6  14.^.d3 Wc7! Black should be able to 
equalize...) For example, ll...f5 12.e4!

12.. .dxe3 13.€lxe3 5lxe3 14.ilxe3 White 
will obtain powerful compensation.
14.. .ffe8 15.1fc4 (15.Wb3 h6 16.foh3°c; 
15.kf4l? h616.§3f3°o) 15...h6 16.^h3oo. 
White won on move 54.

INTRODUCING AMERICAN CATUR: THE ART OF STRATEGIC WARFARE J

Experience N EW  ty p e  o f chess like  never b e fo re  w ith  A m erican  C atur! 
P repare fo r m in d -b lo w in g  strategies and in tense c o m p etitio n  th a t w ill ta k e  
yo ur skills to  n e w  he ights. P repare to  have yo u r chess experience  
tran s fo rm ed  as this re v o lu tio n a ry  gam e-chang ing  ev o lu tio n  e leva tes th e  
g am e p lay to  e x h ila ra tin g  n e w  heights, im m ers ing  you in a w o rld  o f 
e lectrify in g  m oves, s tra teg ic  bom bs, and u n p a ra lle le d  challenges, a ll < 
d e te rm in e d  by th e  ro ll o f  a dice, free trial  perio d  o n  lin e  in v it e  a  fr ie n d  to  pla y .

D iscover g ro u n d b reak in g  in n o vatio n s  th a t  b rea k  fre e  fro m  co nventiona l 
rules. Em brace c re a tiv ity  and o u t-o f-th e -b o x  th in k in g  as you w itness th e  
b irth  o f n e w  strategies and unexpected  m oves. W h e th e r  y o u 're  a novice or 
a seasoned m a ste r, A m erican  C atur w ill c a p tiv a te  and challenge you .

D o n 't miss th is  e x tra o rd in a ry  o p p o rtu n ity  to  be p a rt o f th e  rev o lu tio n  in 
stra teg ic  m a ste ry . Rise to  th e  occasion, push yo u r boun daries, an d  ex p lo re  a 
n e w  d im ension  o f tac tica l brilliance w ith  A m erican  C atur. A re  you rea d y  to  
e le v a te  yo u r skills to  u n p re ced en te d  heights? Join us n o w  and le t th e  
b a ttles  co m m ence! W ish in g  you th e  best o f  luck on th is exciting jo u rn e y !
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CHALLENGE TO READERS
For each position find the winning combination

S olu tions on page 96
CHESS PUZZLES

01
Hanauer- Green

Marshall CC Championship 1940

02
B.BIumin - J.Soudakoff

Manhattan CC Championship 1940

03
F.Reinfeld - J.S.Battell

U.S. Championship Preliminary 1940

1 A ■ k A
#
i

i nr
■

■
■i ■

A m ■ k

A
& ■ A

g ■ J , An <4> ☆

0 4
A.Kupchik - R.Fine

U.S. Championship Final 1940

A A
m  i i  ± w

*  i n a

☆

07
E.Dimock - N.J.Hogenauer

Correspondence 1940

☆

W.W,Adams - A.C.Simonson
U.S. Championship Final 1940

☆

A.Roddy - R.Fine
A.C.F. Open Preliminary 1940

1
A

f t
A

■
n r i

i .

i .
A
4 1
A

I
A

■
A ■

■
A A ■ A A A,
H j B u

06
W.W.Adams - I.Kashdan

U.S. Championship Final 1940

I I #
i . f t W

f t A A
A A A

A A A A

☆

A

☆

09
A.E.Santasiere - E.S.Jackson
N.Y. State Championship 1940

I
A A

m ■n* I
A i . A

41 41 A
Ei Ei

■  ■
■

- ■H
A A A ■ A -

n n B ☆

I I i nr I
A A ■ E i "ii ■ 41 A A

i . A ■ k A ■ A
A A A 41A A A E i

P§ A nr A
j,A % A A A

A A A A A A A
H H ☆ H H B ☆
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M i D D L E G A M E  P L A YH
TEASING YOUR OPPONENT'S KING AT ALL TIM ES -  A MODERN APPROACH TO MIDDLEGAME PLAY

Dangers on . 
the open h-ffile

Many contemporary games see early pawn thrusts such as h2-h4 
or ...117-115, which have made a significant impact on the 
development of opening theory. However, the key to the success 
of such a treatment of the opening lies in the conduct of the 
middlegame, where the open h-file often proves to be extremely 
important when combining positional play with attacking ideas.

By GM Eduardas Rozentalis ------------------------------------

GAME 8

12.h4

GAME 14

My attention was attracted by two positions 
from the games of the latest World 
Championship Match between Ding Liren and 
Ian Nepomniachtchi.

In both of these games, the newly crowned 
World Champion, Ding Liren, advanced a 
piece to g5. And when his opponent attacked 
that piece with a pawn, he simply protected it 
by advancing his h-pawn. We will not analyze 
these games here, as they are annotated 
on other pages. We might just mention that 
in one case Nepomniachtchi accepted the 
sacrifice, whereas in the other he declined it. 
In both cases it was a justified decision!

The idea of this sacrifice, often just 
temporary, is to open the h-file and initiate 
threats against the exposed king. Let's 
discuss how dangerous it is to have an open 
h-file right next to your king. How promising 
is it for the side who is launching an attack? 
First of all, how can it be opened at an early 
stage of the game?

In many openings, one of the sides wants 
to develop his kingside bishop to g2 or g7. To 
do so, he plays g2-g 3 or ...g7-g 6 immediately 

giving his opponent a chance to attack it with the h-pawn, which can be 
advanced h2-h 4-h 5 or ...h7-h 5-h 4 . Such openings are the Pirc Defense, 
the Grunfeld Defense, the King's Indian Defense and some others.

£ A *  a #
i  i  < k ii i

i
1 ■  ■ &A A

a a  a i tA W M  AA A1
13.h4

The Grunfeld Defense is one of the 
openings which we can say provoke 
White to play h2-h4 at a very early stage. 
The reason is that Black plays ...g7-g6, 
followed by short castling, and that gives 
White a desired target. First we'll analyze 
a game between two Canadian players in a 
GM-norm tournament, the first in a series 
of fine chess events organised by the new 
Toronto Excelsior Club.

D87
Bator Sam buev 2434
Zachary Dukic 2238

Excelsior GM March, Toronto 2023

l.d4  £lf6 2.c4 g6 3.£lc3 d5 4.cxd5 &xd5 
5.e4 £lxc3 6.bxc3 l g 7  7 .1c4  c5 8.^e2  
£sc6 9.^e3 0-0 White has a choice -  either 
to castle short or start an attack on the 
kingside.

10.h4 Another option is 10.0-0. In this case, 
White completes his development and is 
ready to make use of his strong pawn center.

1
i i m i

I
i

#
±

% i
i ■
A □ A A
a

A A A
1 i f H I
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T H E  O P E N  H - F I L E

Hailing from  Viln ius, Lithuania, Eduardas Rozentalis 
is  a celebrated chess G randm aster and coach. 
He has held a key ro le  in the global chess scene, 
representing  Lithuania on the p rim ary  boards 
at eleven W orld Chess Olympiads. His prowess 
is  re flected in his m ore than 50 v ic to ries at 
in ternationa l chess tou rnam ents held in various 
countries, including the US and Canada. Besides 
his success on the chessboard, Rozentalis is also a 
published author w ith  five chess books to his name.

After the text move White takes aim 
at Black’s king and also his pawn on 
g6, deciding to commence his attack 
immediately without castling himself, 
because his rook is still on hi. Pushing the 
pawn to open the h-file is quite natural and 
it’s quite a popular line -  even among the 
world’s best players.

10.. .cxd4 ll.cxd 4 ffa5+ 12.&fl! ®a3
At first sight, this looks like a strange 
move. The idea is not to allow White to 
obtain good squares for his pieces -  for 
example, the b3 square for the queen -  or 
maybe go for f2-f3, followed by lt?f2.

Black also has other options. 12...h5?! 
gives White a comfortable position after
13.f3 Sd8 14.®b3 e6 15.Bdl, with good 
prospects in the center.

Also 12...j|d7 13.h5 Sac8 14.hxg6 hxg6
15.jS.b3 Ba6, pinning the white knight and 
freeing the a5 square for his own knight, 
seems okay for Black.

13.h5 From here the pawn will probably 
be traded to open the h-file or else pushed 
further to h6.

13.. .± g4  14.hxg6 hxg6 15.Sh4

15...^xe2+ Normally it’s not good to 
exchange a bishop for a knight and give 
your opponent the bishop pair for free. 
But here Black reduces White’s attacking 
potential and also quickly brings his 
queenside rook into the game.

Eduardas Rozentalis Photo by David Llada

16. jtxe2 Sad8 The tactical way to win 
the central pawn doesn’t work: 16...®xd4?
17. j|xd4 Bad8 18.e5! Jtxe5 19.Sd2 and 
White wins.

17.d5 Central pawns should advance!

17.. .e6 Black has to attack the pawn center.
17.. .j|xal? 18.Sxal is bad for Black, 
because of troubles along the open h-file.

18.Scl exd5 19.exd5 ®xa2 Black takes 
a pawn and, at the same time, attacks the 
d-pawn.

20.^,c4 White also doesn’t waste any time. 
He protects the pawn while improving the 
positions of his pieces.

20.. .®b2 A new move. Earlier 20...®a5 
had been tried in an online game when 
White should have replied 21.jS.d2 (instead 
of the sharp and unclear 2i.jt.g5 Sd7)
21.. .Bxd5 22.j|xa5 Bxdl+ 23.Bxdl ®xa5
24.j|a2±

The exchange is more important than two 
pawns due to the open files for White’s rooks.

21.Se4 The rook leaves the h-file and 
comes to the central file. However, if 
needed, White’s heavy artillery can return 
to initiate threats against the black king.

21.. .®a5 The knight remains active here, 
in spite of the fact that it is far away from 
the center.

22.^,e2 b6 Probably too slow. However, 
after 22...gd7 23.d6 Bfd8 24.Af4 &c6 
25.Sbl, White would preserve his 
initiative.

23.1g5 Sd7 24.Se7 We can see
now what was the purpose of the rook 
transferring from the h-file to the e-file -  
it was to penetrate to e7.

24.. .5fd8? And this is the decisive 
mistake. Black forgot that his king is 
vulnerable as the h-file is open. 24...Sd6 
was necessary. Nevertheless after 25.4.f4 
§f6 26. j|e3, White preserves his dangerous 
passed pawn and better chances.

25.Sxd7 Sxd7 26.Sc8+ &h7 26..M8
27.j|h6 is also losing for Black.

27.® d3 Suddenly there is no defense 
against mating threats on the h-file!

27...® al+ Or 27...ffb3 28Jfe4!.

28.A c l Black resigned as there was no 
defense against 29.®h3.
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The Catalan is a very solid opening for 
White. If Black wants to obtain his own 
chances he can go for play on the h-file, 
as White plays g2-g3 at a very early stage.

E04
Gabor Papp 2583
Eduardas Rozentalis 2567

2nd Bundesliga Ost2017

l .c 4  e6 2.g3 £lf6 3 .± g 2  d5 4.d4 dxc4
5.£lf3 l d 7  6.£le5 l c 6  7.£lxc6 ® xc6
8 .0 -0  ® d 7  Black defends his knight and 
introduces the option of castling long.
9.e3 h5!? But this is what we want to see 
-  Black looks for counterplay by pushing 
his pawn up the h-file. 9...Sd8 is the most 
popular move when Black gives up the idea 
of castling long in favor of the possibility 
to attack White’s center by ...e6-e5.

i  i
% s £  I  

m  i  i
A i *

i
i A

A A
& A A A

i f  h  <4>

10.lSid2 h4 Advancing without further 
delay. The black king can wait a while 
longer on e8.

I l . l?lxc4 0 -0 -0  Finally. Black preserves 
both options for his h-pawn: capturing on 
g3 or pushing further to h3 with an attack 
on the white bishop. Trading pawns on 
g3 was possible at once. However, after
11.. .hxg3 12.hxg3 Black cannot immediately 
exploit the open h-file, as White’s light- 
squared bishop controls the key squares hi 
and h3. This is why White was not afraid 
to allow an open file right next to his king.

12.b4 White sacrifices a pawn in order to 
open the b-file and get his own attack going 
against the black king. Personally, I wouldn’t 
be in such a hurry and would play something 
natural, probably preferring 12AA2.

12.. .1txb4 Black has no choice. Otherwise 
that pawn will advance to b5 with great 
force.

1 3 .S b l The rook immediately comes to 
the b-file, exerting pressure on Black’s 
king position.

Gabor Papp Photo by David Llada

13.. .?id5 The knight is heading for b6 to 
cover the b7 pawn.

14.Ad2 Maybe it was better to retain the 
bishop by playing 14.a3 Jic3 15.Sb3 with 
complex play.

14.. .J.xd2 15.@xd2 hxg3 16.hxg3 Finally 
Black goes for a trade of his h-pawn -  and 
White agrees to open the h-file.

But, why not 16.fxg3 ? Actually, in 
this particular case it is quite playable. 
However, it will provide Black with a 
target -  the pawn on h2. Another drawback 
for White is that his pawn center is no 
longer that strong, as the d- and e-pawns 
cannot be supported by another pawn.

16.. .^ b 6 ?  ! Black covers his b-pawn, 
but opens the path of the white bishop. 
Maybe it was better to move the king to 
a safer place -  in the corner. 1 6 . . .^ 8  
17.Sfcl &a8.

1 7 .g fc l

17...Sh5 Finally Black starts to make use 
of the open h-file -  but not for a direct 
attack on the white king. He needs it to 
transfer the rook along the fifth rank.

18.1 f3 ?! White forces the rook to go 
where Black would probably go anyway! 
Instead, there were two other options.

The sharp one: 18.iixc6, exchanging 
the main defender to break Black’s pawn 
structure. Then 18...bxc6 19.S’e2 Sdh8 
20.'Sle5 Bd5 21.e4, when...

A) In the event of 21...Shl+ 22.^?g2 
Blh2+ 23.^?f3, White’s king is quite 
safe on f3.

B )  21...ffa5 22.Bc5 Sa3 23.Bb3 Ba4 
24.Sbc3 Bhl+ and it seems that White’s 
pieces will soon destroy the black king. 
But fortunately for Black, he has a 
forced draw: 25.<̂?g2 S8h2+ 26.^f3 
Sxf2+ 27.1fxf2 ®dl+ 28.&g2 Sh5 and 
White can’t avoid a perpetual check. For 
example: 29.g4 Sh2+ 30.^?gl Shl+.

I would consider the second option -  the 
natural 18.a4!, preserving all the threats 
on the queenside, while Black can hardly 
achieve anything on the kingside in spite 
of the open h-file. As already mentioned, 
the bishop controls the key squares, and 
will not allow Black’s rooks to penetrate.

18...Sd5! Black sacrifices his rook to 
cover his queenside from the raking white 
bishop! He now threatens 19...©xc4, 
followed by 20...£le5.

19.£lxb6+ Again White hurries 
unnecessarily. He should have refrained
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from trading pieces and played 19.@c2±.

19...axb6 20.ilxd5 S xd 5 In return for 
the sacrificed exchange Black has gained 
access to all the light squares on the 
kingside. He is now ready to play 21...Sh8 
with an attack on the h-file.

21. ®e2 @e4? When you have to shoot -  
shoot. Don't talk! When you have a chance 
seize the open h-file -  do it. Don’t wait! 
Black wanted first to threaten ...®xd4, but 
missed White’s response.

After the correct 21...Sh8, 22.f3 is 
the only move, after which Black has the 
strong 22...e5! 23.dxe5 ftxe5 24.e4 Be6. 
Here it is White who has to be careful of 
Black’s threats on the h-file.

22. ©h5! White’s queen is first to come to 
the h-file. Black is late and so White takes 
advantage of that!

22.. .e5?! This natural move loses. 22...g5! 
was the last chance. This pawn would 
effectively be a shield between the kingside 
and the center and, although White would 
retain a slight edge, it wouldn’t be easy for 
him to break down Black’s solid position.

23.d5! Ending the black knight’s dream of 
coming to d4 or e5 and forcing Black to 
take the pawn. In addition, the d-file will 
be opened, and it is next to the black king! 
However, not 23.®xf7? Sh8-+.

23.. .5 .d 5  After 23..,Sxd5 White can 
already grab the pawn: 24.@xf7+-.

24 .S d l White’s rooks have been waiting 
a long time for some open files to work on. 
The time has come!

24.. .®xa2 Black tries to pay the same 
price. White has survived despite having 
an open file right next to his king. Maybe 
Black can achieve the same thing?

Instead Black could probably have 
put up more resistance after 24...S’e6+
25.Bxd8+ ®xd8 26.Sdl f6 27.®h7 Be7

28.a4. However the rook is much stronger 
than the knight and in the long run White 
should be able to exploit his material 
advantage.

25.S a l! Unfortunately Black cannot 
survive! White clearly wins. 25.5xd8+? 
would be a mistake, as after 25...£lxd8 
White cannot seize the a-file.

25.. .5xd l+  26.ffxd l ffc4  27.Sa4
27.Sa8+ £lb8 28.®h5 was also winning.

27.. .ffe6 28.Sa8+ £)b8

29.®h5 The white rook has penetrated to 
the black king’s camp via the a-file. Now 
the white queen is finding its way in as well.

29...®e8 30.®h3+ Black resigned

And what about the case when a piece 
comes to g5 supported by a pawn on h4? 
Is it a good idea to attack like that? And is 
it worth accepting such a sacrifice? Let’s 
take a look at the next game.

C07
Eduardas Rozentalis 2588
Thom as Luther 2604

European Team Cup, Panormo 2001

This is a game in which White places his 
bishop on g5, protected by a pawn on h4, 
and Black decides to take it.

I.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.£)d2 c5 4.&gf3 cxd4 
5.exd5 ©xd5 6 .1 c4  ffd6

7.©e2 Not the main move. However, it 
has given me several nice wins. The idea 
is quite simple. White wants to develop his 
queenside pieces quickly and castle long. 
Only after that will he regain the sacrificed 
central pawn.

7.4lT>3 is not good because of 7...S’b4+. 
That’s why White has to first protect his 
bishop. Normally White chooses 7.0-0.

7...£lf6 8.®b3 £lc6 9.1,g5 a6 Black can 
also play 9,..®b4+ 10.Jld2 ®b6 11.0-0-0 
Jid7 12.il,g5 Jlc5, in an attempt to keep his 
central pawn alive.

10.0-0-0 b5 l l . l d 3  l b 7  l l . . . ie 7  is 
probably more precise.

A) After 12.lt?bl Jib 7 we have the position 
from the game. However, 12...ild7 
saves the d4 pawn.

B) Or 12.4ibxd4 4>lxd4 13.®xd4 ®d5! and 
Black gains the advantage. For example, 
after 14.j|xf6 Jlxf6 15Axb5 ®g5+ 
16.&bl axb5 17.1xb5+ &f8, White 
doesn’t have sufficient compensation 
for the piece.

12.^ b l  The immediate 12.€ibxd4 ®xd4 
13.5lxd4 ®d5! leads to a forced sequence 
after 14.jLxf6 gxf6 15.®xb5 Sxa2 
16Ac7+ &e7 17.®h5 lh6+  18.®xh6 
®al+ 19.&d2 Sa5+ 20x3 ®xc7, when 
both kings are exposed and the position is 
pretty equal.

12...^,e7 13.£sbxd4 ®xd4 14.®xd4
White has regained the pawn and 
completed his development. But Black just
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needs to castle to be ready for the fight. 
The position is equal.

14.. .@c5 Of course the knight can’t be 
taken because of the discovered attack:
14.. .5xd4 15.iLxb5+, but the natural
14.. .0-0 would be the most logical option.

15.h4! An important move and at that time 
a novelty. White protects his bishop and 
also shows his readiness to attack the black 
king should it decide to castle kingside.

I * I
£ i i i i

i i  %
i f A

ih A
A

Al & A i f  a ;a I
<4> H s

15.. .0.0 16.Bhel Why that? We were just 
talking about the attack on the h-file. But 
White needs to take control in the center. 
In fact he now threatens 4M5 and possibly 
®xe6.

16.. .Bfe8 Protecting the bishop. In 
case of 16...Bfd8 White gets a slightly 
better rook endgame after 17.£lf5 exf5
18. ffxe7 ®xe7 19.Bxe7 Ixg2  20.Bgl 
A>f8 21.Be5 te 4  22.1xe4 fxe4 23.1xf6 
gxf6 24.Bxe4±.

17.£sf3 The knight has done its job on d4 
and now reroutes to the more active e5 
square.

17.. .h6 18.?le5! White plays ®e5 in spite 
of the fact that Black has just attacked the 
bishop. The sacrifice is only temporary.

18.. .hxg5 I would have refrained from 
accepting the sacrifice in favor of the 
natural 18...Bad8.

19. hxg5

19.. .g6 The knight is hanging, but what 
is important for us is that the h-file is 
now open and White can quickly bring 
up his pieces to attack the black king. 
For example: 19...®d5 20.iLh7+! with a 
quick mate.

Or 19...id6 20.f4 ix e 5  21.fxe5 &d5 
22.S’h5 with a strong attack.

20. gxf6 White still doesn’t have any 
tactical decision at his disposal. After 
20.&xf7? &xf7 21.ffxe6+ &g7 22.gxf6+ 
J.xf6 23.ffg4 g5 24.ffh5 &f8, Black’s 
king looks safe.

Or 20.J.xg6? fxg6 21.®d3 ®e4 
22.Bxe4 Bad8 23.Bd4 ®xe5. Again 
Black is able to protect his king.

20.. . Axf6 Black has given back the piece 
but in return brought the bishop closer to 
his king, hoping to cover the dark squares.

21. f4! White should still control the 
center! An exchange of the dark-squared 
bishop gives Black enough time to protect 
his kingside. 21.®d7®e7 22,®xf6+ ®xf6, 
followed by ...^g7 and ...Bh8, and the 
h-file is covered.

21.. .5 .d 8  After 21,..J.xe5 22.fxe5
White would obtain a good target on f7 
and a nice outpost on f6. Black’s position 
would then be strategically lost.

22. ® g4 After this move we can see 
another problem with the open h-file. 
The fact that Black doesn’t have a pawn 
on h7 makes his pawn structure more 
vulnerable.

22.. .j|,g7 Losing immediately. Black’s 
last chance was to play 22...®f8 23.Shi 
Wg7. However, after 24.Bdel, White’s 
threat of ®xg6 is a big problem for Black.

I I
£ i £

i i i
i •#

A
A

A A A A
f l 0

23.£lxf7! Now this sacrifice wins.

23...it?xf7 Black also loses in the event 
of 23...Bxd3 24.Bxd3 fff2 (24...&xf7 
25.Sd7+ Be7 26.Wxe6+) 25,®h6+ A>f8

26.Bxe6 Bxe6 27.Bd8+ &e7 28.Be8+! 
<Axe8 29.ffxe6+ S$?d8 3 0 .^7 +  with a 
quick mate.

24.±xg6+ &f8 25.Sxd8 Black
resigned, because after 25...Bxd8 
26.®xe6, there is no defence against 0T7 
or We8.

From the games we have just 
analyzed we can draw some general 
conclusions:

1. For the attacking side there is 
a good chance of getting to the 
opponent's king.

2 . Even if there is no immediate 
decisive penetration, that can 
come later.

3 The king and the pawn structure 
are exposed and vulnerable.
For the defending side it is quite 
dangerous because of the above- 
mentioned reasons.

A . The defending side can feel 
relatively safe if in possession of 
a strong bishop (on g2 or g7) or 
other pieces which can control 
the key penetration squares 
(h1+h3 or h6+h8).

To show that practical chess is much 
more complicated than these conclusions 
I would like to show you the next game.

A08
Kassa Korley 2 4 3 2
T iger Hillarp Persson 2514

OBRO International, Copenhagen 2022

This is the most complex game in this 
article, where control of the open h-file 
passed several times from one side to the 
other. It was played by two very creative 
players -  the Danish-American IM 
Kassa Korley and the Swedish GM Tiger 
Hillarp-Persson.

I.£\f3 c5 2.g3 £\f6 3.±g2 d5 4.0-0
White employs a very flexible setup. Quite 
a lot of players have a similar approach 
with the white pieces -  particularly so 
in the earlier ‘London system era’. Here 
White first develops his kingside, castles 
short, and only then decides whether he 
wants to attack Black's center by c2-c4 or 
d2-d4. Of course he can also simply play 
d2-d3 or b2-b3.
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Tiger Hillarp Persson Photo by David Llada
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4.. .h5! It is Black who first demonstrates 
his uncompromising style. Note that he 
wants to immediately push his pawn 
further to h4, which means that an attack 
on the white king can start at any moment. 
Instead, Black has a lot of logical options:
4.. .g6, 4...e6 or 4...®c6.

5.c4 d4 6.b4 You do what you want, I 
am playing the Volga Gambit! However 
a natural way of playing with 6.d3 £ ic6
7. e3 e5 8.exd4 exd4 9.j|f4 could seriously 
question Black’s 4th move choice.

6.. .cxb4 7.a3 bxa3 Maybe 7,..b3, keeping 
the a-file closed?

8. Axa3 £lc6 9.d3 g6 Black wants to 
retain his dark-squared bishop to ensure 
a more complicated game. Otherwise 
nothing is wrong with the natural 9...e5.

10.^bd2 i h 6  l l .^ b 3  0-0

I  Jl W I #
i  i i  i

f t ft i

A i
A A

A A A
□ S  E3

12. A c5 The central pawn is under attack. 
To save it Black has to sacrifice the 
exchange.

12.. .e5 No problem! For the exchange 
Black retains his strong center and obtains 
control of the dark squares.

13. Axf8 ^xf8 13...i>xf8 looks more natural.

14. ® b l If White had realised what was 
going to happen a few moves later, maybe 
he would have played 14.h4.

14.. A g 8  15.ffb2 ffc7  16.gfb l a5
17. ®fd2 h4! The time has come for this 
advance. Black seizes the first possible 
moment. Another interesting option was 
to advance on the other side of the board:
17.. .a4 18.^05 a3 and this pawn can 
become a very strong passer - or a serious 
weakness. Who knows?

18. £)e4 £lxe4 19.Axe4 What should 
Black do now? He has already carried out 
his plan of advancing the h-pawn as it has 
reached the h4 square.

19...Af8 Persson decides to first transfer 
his bishop to b4. It’s a good idea. However, 
first of all it was necessaiy to decide the 
fate of the h-pawn. 19...h3 or 19...hxg3 
were both good alternatives.

20.©d2 20.gxh4!? This pawn can
sometimes be taken! Then 20...a4 21.h5!+ 
and White closes the h-file to open the 
g-file, which he will be able to exploit for 
his attack.

Gambit Accepted

The Q u e e n ’s 
G am bit A c c e p te d

Max Dlugy

The Queen’s Gambit Accepted is one 
of the oldest known openings in chess. 
It was first mentioned in chess literature 
in the late 15th century. In this book, the 
American grandmaster presents new 
analysis in established lines and 
rehabilitates many variations, turning 
existing theory on its head. Whether 
you play the QGA as White or Black, 
this creative, cutting-edge treatment of 
the Queen’s Gambit Accepted will be 
indispensable.

352 pages SRP S29.95
Russell Enterprises, LLC 

www.Russell-Enterprises.com

Now Available Worldwide!

2 0 ...ib 4  21.ffh6 hxg3 22.hxg3

The h-file is now open. But who will profit 
from it? Maybe White, as his queen is 
already there?

AMERICAN CHESS MAGAZINE #33 • 2023 ■  55

http://www.Russell-Enterprises.com


M I D D L E G A M E  P L A Y

22.. .± f8  2 3 .ffh l i b 4 ?  A tactical 
mistake. 23...a4 24.£id2 a3 or 23...4tlb4 
were more precise ways for Black to 
continue.

24. ®h6? White misses 24.ixc6 bxc6
25. ®xd4! with a great advantage, as the 
knight can’t be taken in view of 25...exd4 
26,Sxb4.

24.. .± f8  25.®h4 M,e7 26.ffh l?! White 
is trying to avoid the perpetual attack on 
his queen. But he should go to h2 followed 
by ^g2  and Shi.

26.. . 6 . 7  Black is getting ready to 
fight for the open file, after moving his 
light-squared bishop and bringing his 
rook to h8.

27. £ld2 £)b4 27...J,d7!T was natural and 
strong.

28. ®g2 Sb8 Black has to waste time on 
this move as the pawn on b7 is unprotected.

29.&h2? This is a big mistake which 
allows Black to seize the key file. It was 
necessary to block Black’s light-squared 
bishop by 29.g4.

29.. .b6 Black could already seize the h-file 
by 29...ih3 or 29...ig4.

30.S h i

1 1
m i .  l  #

i i
i i

^ £ i  A
£ l  £

£ 1f
f l 1

30.. .1,h3! An unexpected blow!

31. f g l  A major concession. Sl.^xhS? 
would lose by force after 31...Sh8+ 32.<&g4 
f5+ 33.1xf5 gxf5+ 34.^ f 3 e4+ 35.dxe4 
fxe4+ 36.®xe4 Sf8+ 37Af6 ®c6+ 38.e4 
1fxf6+ 39.&e2 d3+ 40.&d2 ®b2+.
But 31.Sxh3 Sh8 32.®xh8+ &xh8 
33.^?g2+ leads to an unclear position.

31.. .5h8 Threatening ...JUT.

32. ® d l f5! Black has now seized both 
the h-file and the initiative. He will now

endeavor to increase his advantage.

33.^,g2 In the event of 33. Jif3 e4! 34.dxe4 
d3, Black opens the center and dark 
squares for his queen and bishop, as ...Be5 
and ...J.c5 will follow with great force.

33.. .£sxd3! Winning a second pawn for 
the exchange.

34.^ g l  The knight can’t be taken because 
of the discovered check: 34.exd3 Jig4+.

34.. .1,xg2 35.Sxh8 &xh8 36.&xg2 &c5 
37.® hl+  &g7 38.@h3 So it’s White 
who again controls the open h-file. Does 
it mean he stands better again? Well, there 
have been some changes. Fewer pieces are 
left on the board and by now Black has two 
pawns for the exchange, which represents a 
small material advantage. However, White 
preserves some chances of launching an 
attack on the open file.

38.. .®b7+ 39.£lf3 39.f3 was another and 
probably better way to continue. White 
prepares a pawn attack with g3-g4 and 
after 39...jLf6 40.Shl Î?g8 41.g4 4le6 both 
sides have their chances.

39.. .^,f6! The bishop transfers to the long 
diagonal, where it will be able to control 
the important g7 and h8 squares.

40.S h i &g8! A nice king retreat. White’s 
pieces are stationed on the open h-file, but 
Black controls both the h8 and h7 squares. 
Any attempt to infiltrate by @h6 can be 
met by ...®g7.

41.& gl An understandable attempt to 
free the knight and reinforce the attack. 
However White should play 41.Sbl, 
followed by Sh6, in order to attack Black’s 
pawns.

41...e4! Black is not afraid of the attack. 
He advances his central pawn and obtains 
a decisive advantage.

42.?lh4

i ± ±
i % i

1 £ i  i ih
£ w

I £ £
<4 >f l

42.. .d3! There is no need to protect the 
g-pawn. It’s more important to quickly 
create a passed d-pawn.

43.exd3 exd3 44.?lxg6 d2 45.®h5
White has brought three pieces into 
the attack. Nevertheless Black remains 
confident as his king is safe!

45.. .£)d3 Black’s knight has to prevent its 
counterpart from accessing the f4 square.

46.Sh4 Nor do other moves save 
White. For example, 46.®f4 is met by a 
spectacular blow.

46.. .5xhl+! 47.&xhl dlff+  48.Bxdl 
®xf2+.
46.§h3 is the most stubborn defense, 
although after 46...4^2 47.®e7+ ®xe7
48.ffg6+ &f8 49,®h6+ ig 7  50.®xd2 
5lxc4, Black has a decisive material 
advantage.

46.. .£lb2 Black is ready to promote his
d-pawn so White resigned.

56  AMERICAN CHESS MAGAZINE #33 • 2023



R e m a r k a b l e  R e c e n t  Games

B y  GM Sarunas Sulskis

Recent U.S. events have provided me with plenty of candidate games for this 
column, but Saint Louis Chess Club tends to stand out if distinctions among the 
numerous chess contests on U.S. soil have to be made. The American Cup 2023 
has been extensively covered by my ACM colleagues, therefore I will focus on 
the Spring Chess Classic 2023. (The crosstables can be found on page 95 -Ed.)

Despite trailing the American Cup in terms of the competitors’ status and average 
rating, the Spring Chess Classic nevertheless distinguished itself by staging a classic style 
closed tournament in which the losing player is not threatened with elimination from the 
contest, but continues on equal terms with the rest of the field. Moreover, in contrast to the 
American Cup, the Spring Chess Classic featured a greater international mix of players 
representing such countries as the Netherlands, Hungaiy, Uzbekistan and others. This 
added a flavor of diversity to the field and ultimately, I believe, served as a high-quality 
masterclass for the array of up-and-coming, often teenage American talents.

Sarunas Sulsk is is a n ine-tim e 
champion of L ithuania and a 
regu la r m em ber o f his coun try ’s 
national team. As a teenager, 
he studied at the B otv inn ik - 
Kasparov Chess Academy 
and la te r graduated from  the 
Kaunas College of Management 
and Law. He qualified three 
tim es fo r the knock-ou t World 
Championship, and his m ost 
notable recent resu lt is a 
v ic to ry  at the tra d itio na l 2022/23 
Hastings Chess Congress. In 
addition to his achievements 
as a player, Sarunas is a FIDE 
tra iner, arb iter, w rite r, and 
passionate chess prom oter.

LIANG'S HEROIC KING WALK, A DORMANT ROOK AND A MONSTER KNIGHT! I

I will start off with a Group B tournament game between a Hungarian GM Gergely Kantor and an American junior Jason 
Liang. Out of the Noteboom Variation of the Queen’s Gambit Declined, Kantor achieves a promising position with a nice 
pawn center, supported by a bishop pair. Kantor declares his intentions with four consecutive middlegame pawn moves, 
19.e4, 20.e5, 21.f4, 22x5, only to soon discover his invasion has stalled badly. After installing his bishop proudly on d5, 
Jason proceeds to squeeze White’s threats dry by consecutively trading the light-squared bishops and then also the queens. 
By that stage White’s position must have certainly lost all its appeal for Kantor. Nevertheless he could hardly have believed 
his eyes as young Liang escorted his king across the board on a breathtaking circuitous journey ...i$?e8-d7-c6-b5-c4-d3-e4!

D31
Gergely Kantor 2532
Jason Liang 2529

Spring Chess Classic - B, St.Louis 2023

l.d4  d5 2.c4 e6 3.£sf3 c6 4.£sc3 dxc4 
5.a4 ± b 4  6.e3 b5 7 .±d2 a5 8.axb5 k x c3
9.J,xc3 cxb5 10.b3 J,b7 ll.bxc4 b4 The
players are walking along the path of the 
Noteboom Variation, which is quite old and 
famed for its middlegame complexity. 
12.1b2 £lf6 13.±d3 0-0 14.0-0 
£Jbd7 15.£ld2 A well-known line in the 
Noteboom, but it allows Liang’s knight 
jump. 15.Bc2 and 15.Sel are the most 
frequently seen alternatives.

15...$Jc5!? Up to now this knight jump

hasn’t been too popular. Players normally 
prefer 15...®c7 or 15...e5. However, 
as a consequence of the present quite 
spectacular win by Liang, 15...4bc5 may 
increase in popularity.
16.Ac2 £sce4 17.f3 In terms of stopping 
Black’s queenside pawns from advancing, 
the white queen does not feel out of sorts 
on dl. The direct 17.®xe4 is therefore 
also worth considering. For example,
17.. .4bxe4 (or 17...kxe4 18.ka4 Wc7 
19./3 kc6  20.Wb3) 18.f3 ®f6 (18...^d6
19. c5 thc4?? runs into a double attack
20. Wd3+-.) 19.Bf2 Jta6 20.1b3 1fc7
21. Bc2 is better for White.
17.. .£}xd2 18.@xd2 We7 Liang
demonstrates fine strategical vision. 
Instead of immediately pouncing on c4 
with 18...®c7, he connects his rooks and 
defends b4 in advance so as to enable 
the Noteboom trademark ...a5-a4 
advance once an opportune moment 
arrives.
19.e4 Kantor, typical for any young 
player, now embarks on an ambitious 
central and kingside expansion, 
consisting of four consecutive 
pawn moves. Surprisingly, 
though, it also activates Liang’s 
bishop on the long diagonal

and this gradually proves to be the most 
significant factor in the position.
19...S f c8 20.e5 Such an advance is almost 
impossible to resist, yet the sad outcome 
of the game for Kantor makes me consider 
other strategies -  both more restricting for 
the b7 bishop and more gracious for the 
b2 bishop.

An alternative was 20.j|b3!?
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A) 20...J,c6 21.d5 a4 22.e5! displacing the 
black knight 22...'$ie8 23.d6 ®h4 24.g3 
1fd8 25.ic2+.

B) 20...®d7 21.ga2 e5 22.§fal ®d8 
23.ffe3±.

20.. .£sd7 21.f4 Continuing in the same 
optimistic vein. The player of the black 
pieces now needs to have the guts not to 
be intimidated by White’s rapid expansion. 
With hindsight, an immediate 21.c5 may 
also be a candidate move in order to meet
21.. .6d5 with 22.Jte4 as 21...£lxc5? 22.dxc5 
®xc5+ 23.Sf2 doesn’t work for Black.

I I
± *

■ ■
i

i i i

i A
i A 0 0

H A w A A
H 1 H

21.. .g6! However, despite his tender age, 
Liang keeps his cool. On 21...Bxc4 Kantor 
must have planned 22.j|xh7+! Axh7 
23.®d3+ g6 24.®xc4, when Black fails to 
regain his lost exchange by 24...j|a6 due 
to 25.Bc6.
22.c5? It may be unfair to lay blame on 
this final pawn move of the faulty sequence 
of four, for the failure of Kantor’s strategy, 
but now Liang proudly places his bishop 
in the very heart of the position, essentially 
turning its opposite colored number on b2 
into a big pawn.

On the less rigid 22.itd3 Kantor 
naturally disliked 22...a4, but perhaps he 
could then still continue 23.Sfbl, hoping 
for 23...a3? 24.1xa3.
22.. .1d5! 23 .1a4  £)b8 24.h3 h5!
Discouraging g2-g4.
25.Sael &c6 26.Se3 h4! Freezing 
White’s kingside attack even further. 
If White doesn’t break through, he has 
strategically little to hope for with his dark- 
squared bishop being miles away from f6.
27.A>h2

27.. .^f8! One doesn’t need to be either 
too old or too wise to be concerned by 
White’s heavy major piece build-up 
on the kingside. With the text move 
Jason prepares to evacuate his king -  an 
evacuation that later turns into a glorious 
king march across the board!
28.Sal Unable to break through Black’s 
powerful defense, commanded by the 
bishop on d5, Kantor now goes over to 
defense. Black’s strategical advantage has 
already become apparent, e.g. 28.g4 hxg3+ 
29.Bxg3 Ae8 30.f5 exf5 or 30...gxf5.
28.. .®d8! A further display of excellent 
positional understanding for a 16-year- 
old. The e7 square is vacated for a knight 
maneuver, which will consolidate Black’s 
grip on key squares of the board.
29.ffd3 ®e7 30.Seel i c 6  With the 
d5 square under tight control of four of 
Black’s pieces, Jason now begins to soften 
up White’s blockade of his queenside 
assets. The d5 square will soon be taken 
over by another eager black piece.
31.±xc6 Sxc6 32.ffb5 Sca6 33.Sa4

33...®e8! Forcing a trade of queens and 
subsequently dispelling White’s last hope 
of an attack.
34.Sxe8+ it?xe8 Now it’s easy to 
foresee Black’s forthcoming king walk 
to b5, from where it will invigorate his 
passed pawns. However what is much 
harder to foresee is that this king can 
march even beyond b5!
35.^>gl ®d5 Now establishing a fresh 
classic blockader, which in contrast to 
the previous one, may not only munch on 
f4, but also impede the white bishop by

observing the c3 square.
3 6 .1 c l A>d7 37.1d2 &c6 38.Seal 
it?b5! With the arrival of Black’s king on 
b5, the white rooks will now be confined 
to the queenside.
39.A’f2 it?c4! Without losing any 
momentum, Jason now continues his king 
walk, both terrific and terrifying for his 
opponent. Kantor now faces the prospect 
of losing both his d4 and c5 pawns to the 
fearless black king. That said, the simple
39...b3 40.S4a3 a4 must win easily too. 
40 .S cl+  it?d3! This deep invasion is 
more terrifying than the obvious 40...'Axd4 
41.&f3 (41.c6 Sc8) 41...Sc6 4 2 .ie l. It’s 
better to let the white bishop suffer buried 
under his own pawns.
41.l e i  41.Ba2 b3 42.Bb2 a4 43.&f3 a3 
44.Sxb3+ Axd2 45.§fl &c2 wins thanks 
to the sheer force of the black king.

41...A>e4! And now we come to the 
pinnacle of Jason’s breathtaking king 
march along the light squares from e8 
via b5 to e4! Yet again this move not 
only displays the full power of the black 
king, but also serves important practical 
purposes. The f3 square is now denied to 
his frightened white counterpart.
42.1d2 S c643 .S d l Scc844.A>e2 Scb8 
With the center of the board completely 
claimed by Black’s forceful play, nothing 
can save Kantor from imminent defeat. 
White has nowhere to run and, with his 
last move, Jason has prepared the ...b4-b3 
advance under optimal conditions.
45 .S c l ^>xd4 Ultimately the long-frozen 
white central pawn chain cmmbles. 
46.&f3 Sc8 4 7 .1 e l
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S M A L L  C H E S S  L E C T U R E S47.. .g5 48.fxg5 By now Kantor could 
have no doubt as to the fearlessness of 
his teenage opponent. 48.itf2+ only 
invites in the black king further, i.e.
48.. .6d3 49.fxg5 ®c3 50.Baal a4-+.
48.. .6xe5 The result of a terrific royal 
promenade is liquidation of White’s central 
pawns on d4 and e5. Well done, Jason!
49.g4 49.iixh4 £)c3 50.Sxc3 bxc3 
51.Sc4 &d5 52.Bxc3 Bxc5-+.
49.. .hxg3 50.1xg3+ &f5 5 1 .1 e l e5 
Bringing up fresh resources to put an 
end to Kantor’s desperate defense.
52.c6

52.. .®f4! Once the black king has 
fulfilled his principal role, the final 
episode now belongs to the knight. 
53.1d2 ^ d3 5 4 .g fl 54.Bc2 b3 55,Sc3 
b2 56.Bb3 Sab8-+.
54.. .5xc6 55.&e3+ &f4 56.±xb4
Have Black’s mighty queenside pawns 
now all been eliminated?

56.. .5d8! It turns out that this black 
rook has been lying in wait for 56 moves 
to finally deliver a lethal blow to the 
white king.
57.Sxa5 Allowing a straightforward 
finale, but by now White’s position was 
beyond hope.
57.. .5d3+ 58.&f2 Sc2+ and finally 
Kantor admitted defeat against his bright 
teenage opponent. White resigned.

The black knight, a joint hero of the 
fabulous king march, may be pinned 
but it nevertheless helps to efficiently 
deliver twin checkmates after 59.ii?el 
§e2 and 59.&gl Sg2+ 60.&hl Bxh3.

By GM Nikola Nestorovic
Our present lecture is dedicated to the 
policy of always choosing a counterthreat 
in response to direct threats. A very 
common motif for this type of decision is 
the existence of an undefended piece.

M.Aslanov________
Hossein Aryanejad

U14 Asian Championship 1998
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The bishop on c3 has just won a pawn 
and is now also threatening the white 
rook on al. The question is: how to react?
11. ^g5!! The correct answer is a 
counterthreat! The idea is to combine 
checkmate threats with an attack on the 
vulnerable bishop. We can see that every 
undefended piece is a potential target for 
attack.

ll.Ag5!? was another good 
counterthreat option. After ll...®e8
12. Bbl White has a huge advantage, 
which is reflected in his powerful center 
and pieces aiming at the black king.
11.. .1 x a l Black wants to eliminate 
the potential threat to his bishop and in 
the process win material. 11...d5! was 
the best practical chance -  combining 
defense with a counterthreat. Then
12. exd6! is the only game plan that 
allows White to launch an irresistible 
checkmating attack.

12...ideal (12...g6 13.?hxf7!!+-)
13. ®h5 &f5 14.1xf7+! &h8 (14...Exf7
15.Wxf7+ &h8 16.Wxf5 g6 17.Wbl! 
kxd4 18.thf7++~) 15.&xh7!!+- By 
combining an attack on the f7 and h7 
squares, White wins material while 
continuing his mating attack.
12.@h5! White attacks two squares 
simultaneously and it is already difficult 
to offer Black good advice.
12. ..h6 The most logical reaction.
12.. .5xg5 was the best way to defend

Nikola Nestorovic 
became a Grandmaster 
in 2016 and a FIDE 
Trainer in 2018. S till an 
active player, Nikola 
is m ostly dedicated 
to chess teaching.
Together w ith  his 
father, IM Dejan, he 
co-authored two chess 
books -  The Power 
o f Defence and The A rt o f Counterattack in  64 
Pictures  and Secrets o f Positional Sacrifice.

the position. However, after a few 
correct moves, 13.Jlxg5 JLxd4 14.Jlf6!, 
White easily comes up with an attack on 
Black’s king.
13.£\xf7! The correct choice. It is 
important to note that after this move the 
threats continue.

On the other hand 13.i,xf7+? would 
be a bad way of creating a threat, and 
may even lead White into trouble after
13.. .5xf7 14.Sxf7+ &h8 15.fte4 Se7. 
The critical threats then disappear and 
Black can count on gaining the advantage.
13.. .5xf 7 14.1fxf 7+ &h7 After 14...&h8

A) 15.ixh6? would be the wrong way 
to continue his plan of attack. After
15.. .gxh6 16.5xal White has yet
to prove his compensation for the 
sacrificed piece. (16.Wf4 merely 
leads to perpetual check after 16...d5
17.Wxh6+ &g8 18Mg6+ &f8
19.Wh6+).

B) 15.il,g5!! An important tactical 
motif that ensures material gain or a 
checkmate for White in all lines, i.e.
15.. .ffxg5 16.®g8 mate or 15...hxg5
16.®h5 mate.

15. ^,g5! The last threat! White will soon 
force a checkmate.
15...®xg5 15...hxg5?? is met by
16. ®h5 mate while 15...d5 16.ild3+ 
^?h8 17„l,xd8 would also soon lead to 
checkmate.
16.1d3+ &h8 17.fff8 mate.
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RISK MANAGEMENT IN CHESS

What is the price per move?
Winning in chess often relates directly to a mistake by either 
side. Is there a way to effectively lure your opponent to commit a 
mistake at any point while managing your own risk?

■ By Luca Barillaro --------------------------------------------------

Risk management in the financial markets 
is the main component of any successful 
strategy. In fact, there is no winning 
strategy that consistently manages to 
produce profits over a long period of 
time because the markets change their 
micro structure (the players, the rules and 
the technology present in the different 
trading venues), the themes change and 
the fashions change. Instead, what every 
good investor should do is to create a 
statistically reliable strategy combined 
with an iron discipline of sustainable risk 
management with respect to ones own 
risk tolerance.

The same goes in chess. Nobody 
can pretend to win with the same set of 
openings, in the same style and using 
the same strategies over a long period 
of time. Opponents change, fashions 
change and knowledge changes. All this 
without considering the tremendous 
impact of technology and information 
dissemination that shortened that period 
of time from months to even one day in 
chess.

Risk management in chess has become 
a major issue both in preparation and in 
over-the-board play due to the power of 
software and the information spreading at 
the speed of light. A novelty or an entire 
opening preparation could very well be 
used for months in the pre-internet era 
while today they are good for a tournament. 
Even lower rated opponents have access to 
very high level chess education and can 
learn to play main lines in a few days as 
knowledge that was once accessible only 
to a few professionals or GM’s students is 
easily accessible to everyone. Managing 
the risk to fight a well-prepared opponent 
has increased dramatically.

Therefore, in order to have a stable 
performance it is necessary to adapt and 
evolve our game/tournament strategy. 
But beware! The more information -  the 
more the noise! There is no short path to 
victory. You have to do your homework 
both in finance and in chess.

While the creation of a market entry/ 
exit strategy is done through the training of 
neural networks on the historical series of 
prices of financial assets, risk management 
for the individual investor derives from his 
financial situation, his objectives and, last 
but not least, from his personal situation. 
A 30-year-old investor’s risk tolerance will 
never be the same as the same person’s 
when he/she turns 60.

The use of artificial intelligence has 
greatly improved the creation of risk 
management strategies through the study 
of financial markets and their volatility. We 
can generally divide the risk management 
process into four phases:

1. Identification of the investable universe 
(volatility and characteristics of the 
instruments compatible with the 
investor’s risk tolerance)

2. Study of exploitable repetitive patterns 
(behavior of the other players both in 
the action (book) and in the reaction 
(price)

3. An a-priori elimination of too risky 
situations (probabilistic approach)

4. Out-of-sample testing.
In my experience as a second to GMs and 
teams, I brought the same approach to the 
players and coaches I worked with.
1. Identification of compatible openings 

for the character and the style of the 
player and the “price per move” of the 
chosen lines (volatility of the opening)

2. Study of opponents’ patterns (piece 
probability distribution regardless of 
openings)

3. Elimination of direct engine lines 
(introduction of the “playable” concept 
and exploitation of the “drawback 
principle” against the opponent)

4. Engine vs. Engine test and out-of- 
sample retest.

The first point, which seems trivial, is 
actually a very complicated process when 
related to the concept of “price per move.” 
When the price per move is very high, we

Luca B a rilla ro  is doctor of economics, 
an independent financia l consultant 
and trader residing in Modena, Italy. 
Luca is also an avid chess player, and 
thanks to his proficiency of using Al 
in chess preparation, his help was of 
benefit to several elite grandmasters 
and the ir teams.

are faced with a valuation volatility in the 
game that does not always adapt to the 
tournament situation and/or the player’s 
character. Without a doubt, constantly 
playing lines with a high price per move 
is not only very tiring but also very risky. 
In financial jargon we could define it as 
“gambling.” It may be good once, but in 
the end the House always wins.

The piece distribution tells us a 
lot about the style and habits of the 
opponents, in particular about their bias 
which often derives from their character 
and their chess training. The use of 
artificial intelligence allows the creation of 
an “avatar” of the opponent against which 
to test the lines chosen in point one.

The use of patterns is known to be 
a hallmark of the GM decision making 
process and was explained perfectly in 
Analyzing the Chess Mind by Boris Gulko 
and Joel R. Sneed.

Point three helps not to enter the 
lines that have almost certainly also been 
analyzed by the opponent and his team. 
In ACM issue #31, World Correspondence 
Champion Jon Edwards underlined how 
correspondence chess players “should 
select opening variations that avoid long- 
forced sequences.” Carlsen masterfully 
exploited this concept in the Dubai 
World Championship match against 
Nepomniachtchi by choosing “playable” 
and already tested lines among engines but 
not inferior compared to main lines. His 
challenger treasured the lesson and also 
began to use this strategy both in Madrid 
and in Astana together with the use of the 
“drawback principle” on the opponent.

The drawback principle has been 
explained very well by the strong coach,
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Indian GM Ramesh in his latest book 
Improve Your Chess Calculation. Each 
opponents move has a purpose, but also 
often a disadvantage (stops protecting 
a square or a piece, takes a square 
away from another piece, changes the 
pawn structure thus not enabling some 
maneuvers that were previously dangerous 
or disadvantageous for us, etc.)- This 
disadvantage should help us in choosing 
candidate moves for our response. Often, 
through the engines equipped with neural 
networks, it is possible to find moves whose 
refutation is not the one deriving from the 
application of the “drawback principle” 
by our opponent. In other words, the 
opponent is provoked to play a line that 
apparently exploits the disadvantage just 
granted by our move but in reality, that 
line (despite being “human”) is not the 
correct one.

In the recent World Championship 
match between Liren Ding and Ian 
Nepomniachtchi, we had several examples 
of this strategy.

In game 10, this position was reached after 
Whites 9th move. Here, 9... jtc5 seems to 
be inferior, because by no longer attacking 
the c3 pawn (compared to the “normal 
looking” 9...J.a5) it allows White to 
prevent Blacks castling thanks to 10.®g3. 
Nonetheless, White does not obtain any 
appreciable advantage if they set up their 
pieces to try to prevent the liberating 
move ...d7-d6 as it would seem logical and 
as it happens in the main line with 9...Jta5.

Again, in game 9, the following position 
was reached after move 15.
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The retreat 16.ita2 seems to allow 
Black’s 16...b5 thrust, which in reality 
is not the best continuation (16...4f8! is

best), because after 17.@e2 (which is one 
of the first engine lines instead of 16.4.a2) 
Black will have to defend the b5 pawn 
with the rook, leaving the bishop on c8 
tied down to the defense of the knight on 
a6 and preventing the ...Jle6 theme, thus 
allowing White to maneuver ?if3-h4-g6.

The search for these “nuances” allows 
you to create a situation of unbalance by 
reducing the risks to enter an engine line 
already studied by your opponent, and 
increasing the probability of obtaining an 
advantage even if in absolute terms we are 
not playing the best moves.

Lastly, an out-of-sample testing is 
required which is carried out through 
matches/tournaments between engines 
from the starting positions of interest to 
us. First of all, engines with different styles 
and with different settings are selected 
(some positional, some more tactical) all 
equipped with a “concurring experience” 
and a probabilistic approach. Once the 
match trees are obtained, the most played 
continuations in the tournament/match 
are tested against an engine that has not 
participated in the tournament/match 
equipped with the style of our opponent 
(avatar).

Recently I performed this drill at a 
training camp with two strong GMs on 
the Carlsbad line l.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Ac3 
®f6 4,cxd5 exd5 5Ag5 c6 6.e3 h6 7.4.h4 
&e7 8.id3 0-0 9.ftge2 &e8!? 10.ig3 Ad6.

I
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The line is very interesting because the 
price per move is not high and the plans 
and patterns are often similar to other 
lines but are never as clear as in other 
lines. If White plays by pattern, he can end 
up in an inferior position and in any case 
fail to develop the classic minority attack 
(indeed, it is often Black who attacks on 
the queenside).

Improving risk management is not 
a guarantee of victory (just as it is not a 
guarantee of positive performance on the 
markets), but it is certainly a fundamental 
step in making our chess preparation more 
professional, solid and sustainable in the 
long term. A too volatile performance is, 
in fact, very difficult to sustain both for a 
chess player and for an investor.

S M A L L  C H E S S  
L E C T U R E S

By GM Nikola Nestorovic
L iviu -D ieter N isipeanu 2654
Caruana Fabiano 2805

Dortmund 2015

White has just played 28.4iJd4, 
threatening to win material. If he had 
foreseen what was to follow, he would 
probably have settled for 28,J,e7!?, 
putting up resistance in an inferior 
position.

28.. .axb4!! The response is a 
counterthreat!

29.&xc6 b3! 30.Sxc7 30.Sdl is 
met by 30...bxc6-+ while 30.4ib4 
loses to 30... b2 31.5dl ®d2/a3.

30.. .$ld6!! White resigned

In American Chess Magazine issue 
#31, on page 78 the top photo caption 
identifies the player as Jerjis Kapra 
(the opponent in the game annotated 
by Adam Dorrance). This player is 
actually Brian Zhang, who has no 
game shown in the article. On page 83, 
the top photo caption shows the player 
on the right as Jean Hartman, but he is 
actually Brian Hartman.
We apologize for these unintentional 
errors pointed out by NM Roger 
Langen, the author of the article.

ACM Editorial Team
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HOW TO PROPERLY EVALUATE THE POSITION?

Piece Activity
The dynamic potential of a position is mostly determined by 
piece activity. However, as these dynamics can change very 
quickly, a player should be aware that they continually need to 
be properly assessed so as not to drift into an inferior position.

■ By GM lllia Nyzhnyk------------------------------------------------

Welcome back to the series on how to 
evaluate positions properly, and what to 
look for during this process. In ACM #32, 
we discovered how king safety affects 
the evaluation, and this time we will be 
looking at another factor -  piece activity.
It seems there are a few misconceptions 
with regard to the importance of piece 
activity in relation to material, as well 
as the importance of preventing your 
opponent’s piece activity. To be honest, 
I have also found myself making similar 
misjudgements, and here I would like to 
show you, fellow readers, how veiy often 
keeping your pieces active and not going 
for immediate material gain can result in 
a far greater long-term benefit. Equally, 
making sure that your opponent's pieces 
are at bay can save you a headache or two. 
In the following critical position, Black 
has multiple recapture options. However it 
is extremely important to understand what 
it is that Black needs to be aiming for.

Bogdan-Daniel Deac 2710
V. Pranav 2530

Romanian Superliga 2022
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25...exd4? Although this move allows 
Black to immediately regain his lost 
material, it also solidifies the pawn

structure in White’s favor.
25.. .Bxd4?! does not commit White to 

any particular response, but does leave 
Black with options of playing on the open 
d-file. 26.1f3 Bad8 27.1e4+-.

25.. .4Lxd4! would be the correct way 
to go. This forces White to trade his dark- 
squared bishop, which automatically gives 
Black additional compensation thanks to 
his newly acquired advantage of the bishop 
pair, together with some pressure on the 
d-file. 26.ixd4 Bxd4 27.&d2 c6 28.®f3 
Bd5 2 9 .if l  f5°o.

26.1b4 l a 4  27.b3 lx b 3  28.ffxb3 
ffxe2 29.Se! ffg4

I I
4 4

4 4

i & 4
f t

m
A A

A A A
f l f l

Upon an extremely brief examination, 
it may appear that Black has not only 
regained his pawn, but also managed 
to create play against the white king. 
However...

30.£le5! and Black is forced to submit to a 
trade that leaves his position in mins.

30...1,xe5 31.Sxe5 Sd7 32.h3 fff4  
33.Scel Had8 34.®c4 Unable to find a 
move, Black decided to give up material 
in order to free some of his pieces, but 
unfortunately it was too late. Black lost 
shortly afterwards.

Born in Ukraine in 1996, lllia Nyzhnyk 
became a G randm aster in 2011 before 
moving to the U.S. As a m em ber of 
W ebster University's SPICE program  
since 2016, he contributed to 
num erous cham pionship v ictories. 
Ittia also won several individual 
titles , including the 2020 Spice Cup 
Open and fo u r World Opens. A fte r 
obtaining his MBA in December 
2021, he is now fu lly  dedicated to 
advancing h is chess sk ills .

In endgames most of the time we make 
an unconscious decision to go for extra 
material, knowing that it will likely result 
in a critical advantage. However, there still 
exist multiple cases where this strategy is 
not the best way to continue.

Aram  Hakobyan 2613
Grigoriy Oparin 2683

Fall Chess Classic-A, St Louis 2022
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Such was the case in this example where 
a good friend of mine, Grandmaster Aram 
Hakobyan, attempted to win a pawn.

32.Axf7+?! Unfortunately, White did not 
realize that due to the activity of Black’s 
pieces it will be impossible to maintain his 
material advantage.

32.Bxf7! would have been the best 
attempt to win the game. This move 
requires an extremely precise calculation 
that goes deep into the rook endgame:
32...gbl+ 33.&d2 ig 6  34.Bf6+ cxd5 
35.gxg6
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A) Now 35...Sb5 would have been the 
most likely continuation. Then after
36.Bc6! a5 37.Ad3

A l) 37...a4? is extremely logical, but runs 
into a beautiful winning pattern by 
White: 38.Ad4 ga5 39.Se6!! a3 40.c6 
&f7 (40...a2 41.Bel! alW  42.Bxal 
Uxal 43.c7 Ba8 44.&xd5 &f7 45.&c6 
<Ae6 46.&b7+~) 41x7 §a8 42.ga6 Bc8 
43.Sa7+-

A2) Better is 37...&f7! 38.Ad4Sb2 39.&xd5 
(39.<&e5 Bxg2 40.Bc7+ &e8 41.c6 Bg6 
should hold for Black.) 39...Sxg2 40.Sd6 
Sd2+ 41.<&c6 Sxh2 42.Ab6 Sb2+ 
43.&xa5 Sa2+ 44.Ab6 Sb2+ 45.&a7 
Sa2+ 46.Ab7 Bb2+ 47.Sb6 Sxb6+ 
48.Axb6 h4 49x6 h3 50x7 h2 51x8® 
hi®  52.®f5+ and although the engine 
claims that White is winning, I have 
serious doubts about that.

B )  Instead after 35...Af7! 36.Sg5 &e6 
37.Sxg7 Sb5 38.&d3 Bxc5 39.Sh7 a5 
looks like Black might hold, but this 
line is extremely difficult to understand 
from the practical standpoint, and thus 
would have been an unlikely choice.

32...&f8 33.Sxa7

33...Sb5?! Seemingly Black might have 
‘believed’ White too much, and decided 
to defend an endgame a pawn down. 
However, there was absolutely no need for 
that, as after the simple 33...g6! = Black has 
two powerful threats, ...Sb5, and ...Sbl-b2, 
which allow him to immediately regain his 
lost pawn.

34.A,xh5 Sxc5 35.&d2 l e 4  36.Sa8+

EXERCISES FOR SOLVING

And n o w it i s tim e  fo r  a fe w  
exerc ises . I am c h a llen g ing  you 

to  app ly  the concep t w e have ju s t 
d iscussed  to  so lve  the  fo llo w in g  
pu zz le s  -  but be c a re fu l as th e re  

are a lo t o f fa lse  leads here!
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B lack to  move
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Solutions on page 65

&e7 37.Se8+ &f6 38.Sxe4 Sxh5 39.h3
and White eventually won...

As we have discussed a few cases where 
piece activity is far more important than 
material, let’s now discuss how important 
it is to ensure that our opponent’s pieces 
do not reach the squares where they really 
want to be.

Magnus Carlsen 2856
Nils Grandelius 2651

Meltwater Champions Tour, Internet 2022
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In this position, Black clearly 
underestimated the importance of White’s 
idea and played 17...$)d7?! I could argue 
that most of us would make this kind of 
move with our eyes closed -  it develops 
a piece, takes care of a couple of key 
squares in the center, and allows a further 
repositioning in case this knight should 
want to go to f6. However, it does not 
solve Black’s main problem, and I guess 
that Grandelius failed to recognize he has 
a problem at all.

17...Se8! was a must to ensure that the 
white knight does not get to e4, which 
is objectively and practically the best 
possible square for the knight. Then after
18.Af3 Ad7 19.®d4 f6 20,Bedl ®e7+ 
we would reach a position similar to that 
which occurred in the game, but with no 
clear follow-up for White.

18.£le4! All of a sudden, Black is faced 
with having to defend against multiple 
threats. Fortunately, he can do so and the 
game proceeded with 18...®e7 19.®d4 
f6 20.&a3 Now it is apparent why it would 
have been better for Black to move his 
rook away from the f8 square on move 17.

20...b4 21.£)xb4 ®xb4

22.Sc7!? Magnus endeavors to improve 
the positions of each one of his pieces as 
much as possible, on the understanding
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that he can always regain his lost piece - 
which is true!

22&d2 was another attractive option, 
but does not look as appealing as the game 
move. 22...§f7 23.jS.xb4 Be6 24.f4°°.

22...ffe6 23.Sxb7 £le5 24.ffxb4 £lf3+ 
25.&xg2 5ixel+  26.&g3

26...@f5?? Black cracks under the 
pressure. Despite the fact that White is 
the exchange down, this is offset by his 
piece activity in conjunction with the 
vulnerability of the black king. Therefore 
White has more than enough to claim full 
compensation.

26...§ae8! would have been the correct

approach, on which might have followed 
27Ad6 1fe5+ 28.®f4 Uxf4+ 29.&xf4 
®d3+ 30.®g3 Be6 31.Bc7 h5<x>.

27.f4! Sae8 28.®c4+ ^>h8 29.±xf8  
Sxf8 30.® c7 Black resigned.

In some cases, we have to make a choice 
-  either to activate our own pieces or else 
ensure that our opponent’s pieces cannot 
perform to their best ability.

H arika D ronava lli 2507
Anna M uzychuk 2522

FIDE Women's Grand Prix, Munich 2023

In this position, Black played 18...e5?, 
which loosened her pawn structure and 
allowed the white bishops to perform to 
their maximum.

The correct move was 18...Sxb4!, 
maintaining Black’s intact pawn structure, 
as well as the extra pawn. Then 19.iie5 0-0 
20.ic3 Sb3+.

19.&xe5! Jlxg4+ 20.il?el Even though 
Black has managed to develop her light- 
squared bishop, her position is suddenly in 
ruins.

20...f6 21.±c3 Sb6 22.b3 £)e5 23.f4 
?if7 and White won shortly after.

To summarize, when evaluating positions 
we need to take into consideration the 
activity of both our own and our opponent’s 
pieces, and we should never forget that 
quite often piece activity may outweigh 
any immediate material gains!
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z ANTHOLOGY OF MINIATURE 
in d g a m e  STUDIES

THE ANTHOLOGY OF MINIATURE 
ENDGAME STUDIES

The Anthology of Miniature Endgame Studies is the 
definitive compendium for chess enthusiasts seeking 
to improve their endgame abilities. Yochanan Afek, 
an esteemed author and expert, has meticulously 
curated 2000 endgame studies thatwill both challenge 
and inspire you. Presented by Chess Informant, this 
book is a must-have for anyone striving to excel in 

the most crucial phase of the game.

H ardback ; 500 pages; D ecem b er 2022

acmchess.com/store
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S o lu tio n s  to  E X E R C IS E S  on p a g e  6 3

BLACK TO MOVE

P eter Michalik 2577
Marco Baldauf 2501

Bundesliga 2022

26...§c4 Best was 26.,.3al+L It is essential 
to take the b2 pawn out of the equation, as 
that would allow Black to create a passed 
pawn of his own, as well as enable him to 
place his rook in an active position on the 
second rank. 27.it?g2 Sbl 28.3xc7 §xb2 
29.&f3 ®el+ 30.&e3 £sc2+ 31.&e4 ®a3 
32.d5 ®b5 33.Sc8+ &g7oo.
27.Sxc7 l&g7 28.d5 4)b4 Black probably 
calculated this far, thinking that his position 
would be fine. However...
29.Sxf7+! &xf7 30.®e5+ &f6 31.4)xc4 
4)xd5 32.^ f l  b5 33.4)a3 4)c7 34.&e2
?l?e5 35.?l?d3 and W h ite  won.

W HITE TO MOVE

Nodirbek A bdusatto rov 2713
Parham  M aghsoodloo 2719

Tata Steel Masters, Wijk aan Zee 2023

It is obvious that White’s pieces are exerting 
a lot of pressure, specifically against the 
pinned f6 knight. In such cases, it is usually 
better to avoid unnecessary exchanges, 
as that would only help your opponent to 
relieve the pressure.
17.,fi,b3? This gives Black just enough time 
to rid himself of the annoying pin.

17,cxd4! was a must, and now, despite

the fact that Black gains control over 
the outpost on d5, the threats are just too 
overwhelming. 17...£lb4 (17...h6 loses 
by force to 18.M,xf6 M,xf6 19.d5l M,xb2 
20.SM+- and Black loses a piece.) 18.iLb3 
Surprisingly, Black does not even get to 
place a piece on d5, as that would lose 
instantly. 18...,t,xb3 (18..Abd5? 19.!kxd5! 
$Lxd5 20.^xf6+ £txf6 21.Exe8+ ffxeS 
22.iLxf6+~) 19.ffxb3 ®bd5 20.®e5! Se6 
21.Sacl h6 22.ixf6 ixf6 23.&c6 ffd7 
24.ffxd5 ®xd5 25.®xf6+ Sxf6 26.®e7++-
17...h6! 18.ixe6 Sxe6 19.4)xf6+ ±xf6 
20.Sxe6 fxe6 21.1fe2 hxg5 22.1fxe6+ 
il?h7 23.®xc6 dxc3 24.bxc3 In such an 
unclear position, Black’s smartest choice 
would have been to activate his rook by 
means of the maneuver ...Sb8-b6.

34.ffc6 (34.We5 aS) 34...ffd6+ 35.ffxd6 
cxd6 36.&g3 &g7 37.&g4 &f6 38.e7 
&xe7 39.&xg5 <£f7 (39...&e6 40.h4 d5 
41.&f4) 40.g4 d5 41.h4 &g7 42,h5 gxh5 
43,gxh5 &h7 44.&f5 &h6 45.&e5 &xh5 
46.&xd5.

B2) 31...&f8 32.Sxg5 ®xf4+ 33.Sg3 Se6 
34.&gl &g8 and even though Black had 
managed to equalize, he lost the game as 
a consequence of time pressure.

25.ffxa6 25.Sel Sb6 26.Sc5 Sd6 27x4 
Sdl 28.cxb5 Sxel+ 29.4lxel axb5 30.Sxb5 
ffdl 31.&fl Ac3 32.ffe2 S a l 33.Se7+ 
ll?h6= with a relatively simple draw after 
Black regains his lost pawn by capturing on 
el and then on a2.
25...b4 26.§bl ga8 27.ffc4 bxc3°°
which would have been anyone’s game.

24...Sb8! 24...b4?l happened in the game, 
and although Black is winning a pawn 
in this way, the fact that the black rook is 
still on a8 could potentially be his undoing. 
25.Sel! bxc3 26.Se6 &g7

BLACK TO MOVE

Parham  Maghsoodloo 2719
V in cen t Keym er 2696

Tata Steel Masters, Wijk aan Zee 2023

A ) 27.Se4! Sd7 (.27...E58?? 28.4x5.'+-) 
28.Sxf6 &xf6 29.Sxa8 Sdl+  30.&h2 c2 
31.Sf8+ &e6 32.Se8+ &d6 33.Sxg6+ 
&c5 34.£lel! c lS  35.4ld3+ Sxd3 
36.Sxd3 Sf4+ 37.&gl Scl+  38.Sfl+ 
and White is the one trying to win with 
his extra pawn.

B) In the game 27.4)e5?! was played, 
overlooking a nice resource. 27...Sdl+ 
28.&h2 ixe5+ 29.Sxe5 Sd6 30.Sxc3 
Se8 31.f4

Bl) 31...Sxe5 32.fxe5 Se7 33.e6+ &g8

This puzzle is another one of ‘those’ -  Black 
is faced with a multiple choice: whether to 
take on d3 with a pawn, with a rook, or 
run back to c6. Which one do you think is 
practically best?
25...exd3? was chosen by Black in the 
game, leading by force to an endgame which 
may be assessed as approximately equal.

Instead 25...Sxd3! would have been 
an important dynamic material sacrifice. 
Then 26.©c5 Sxd2! 27.ffxd2 Se5 28.§ecl 
d3+ when Black’s position is dominating, 
although it will still take some effort to 
transform his advantage into a win.

25...Scc6 is second best, but it looks like 
White might be able to construct a fortress 
after 26.dxe4 4lxe4 27.®f3 Hd5 28.1,b4 
ib 6  29.4ld2 f5 30.Sb3+.
26.Sxe6! fxe6 27.4)xd4! ffxd4 28.ixc3  
ffxc3 29.Sb3 lfc 6 30.ffxd3 &e 4 
31.1fe2 i d 6 32.Se3 5)xf2 33.&xf2 
Draw.
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R e m a rk a b le  R e c e n t Games

By GM Sarunas Sulskis

TWO U.S. JUNIORS WAGE A WILD WEST DUEL!

Christopher Yoo. Photo by Austin Fuller 
Abhimanyu Mishra. Photo by Crystal Fuller 
Spring Chess Classic, S t.Louis 2023.

My next choice is a game played between Christopher 
Yoo and Abhimanyu Mishra. U.S. chess, energetically 
propelled by the unceasing efforts of the Saint Louis 
Chess Club, now has an impressive array of young 
talents. Just take 14-year-old grandmaster Abhimanyu 
as a telling example! Yet they must all fight their inner 
battle for their place in the sun. And they do ... yes, they deliver!

In the aforementioned game Yoo was poised to crush his younger opponent right out 
of the opening in a sharp classic Najdorf Sicilian. A powerful center break 16.e5! set 
the scene for an upcoming 17.®xe6! blast. However, Mishra didn’t wait to get struck 
by lightning and unloaded a piece sacrifice of his own: 16...4bxe5!. From this point on, 
the game defied any normal means of assessment. Christopher pursued an attack on his 
opponent’s king, whereas Abhimanyu banked on his awesome five-pawn-strong central 
phalanx. In addition to the two original queens, five more were promoted -  only to find 
themselves quickly leaving the board. One of the most incredible games I’ve ever seen!

B99 I. II.
C h ris to p h e r Yoo 2591
A b h im a n yu  M ishra 2548

Spring Chess Classic - A, St.Louis, 2023

I. e4 c5 2.£)f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.£)xd4 £)f6 
5.&C3 a6 6 .ig 5  e6 7.f4 i e 7  8.fff3 ffc7  
9.0-0-0 4bbd710.g4 It’s a classical Sicilian 
Najdorf. Although 6.,4g5 is quite an old 
variation, it has never really left the stage.
10.. .h6 Black follows a modern trend.
10.. .b5 ll.iLxf6, followed usually by 
g4-g5, has historically been the most 
frequently seen continuation.
II. ffh3 This pin of the pawn is quite 
a rare idea, and it might possibly have 
caught the youngest player in the Group-A 
Tournament off guard. In Round 7 of the 
same Spring Chess Classic, Swiercz went 
for the customary ll.iudB  Jlxf6, but failed 
to impress after 12.h4 4bb6 13.g5 iixd4 
14.Sxd4 ®c5, which later ended in a draw 
on move 42 in D.Swiercz 2646 - A.Mishra 
2548, St. Louis 2023.
11.. .6 .5  1 2 .ig 2

12.. .5 .8?! In my humble view, voluntarily 
renouncing short castling for good adds 
legitimacy to the ll.lfh3  idea. After
12.. .±d7 13.Shel (13.±xf6 ±xf6 14.g5?? 
M,xd4 15.Uxd4 e5 16.§3d5 Wd8 nets Black 
a rook.) 13...0-0-0 Black could have 
attacked the white bishop on g5 without 
the need for artificial play.
13. Axf6 jlxf6 With a black rook in an 
awkward position on g8, Christopher now 
spots a smart tactical idea and proceeds 
resolutely towards its execution.
14. b4! First the black knight is pushed 
back to obstruct its own bishop on c8.
14.. .£sd7 15.g5 Designed to give the queen 
access to h7, but first and foremost to e6!
15.. .hxg5 By this stage Mishra must 
have foreseen his counter-sacrifice. The 
alternative is 15...itxd4 16.Bxd4

B) 16...hxg5 17.Bhdl gxf4 (17...g4?
18.Wd3+-) 18.Bxd6 ®e5 19.®h7
Sf8 20.Sxg7 Sxc3 21.Bd8+ &e7 
22.Sxf8+ Af6 23.®h8+ will soon end 
in a checkmate.

16.e5! With a second pawn sac, Yoo now 
comes close to a charming conclusion of 
his combination. Mishra, however, remains 
alert and in the nick of time intercepts the 
final strike.

I I
i i i

i i i ±
0 i

& 1
ih I f

A A A A
H H f l

I I
i m i i

i i i % i
& A

A a A
ih w

A 0 A A A
H f l f l

A) 16...e5? Black needs to really have 
some guts to allow the white knight to 
go to d5. After 17.4ld5 ®c6 18,®h4 
exd4 19.gxh6, although a full rook 
down, White has a ferocious attack.

16.. .£)xe5! 16...dxe5? 17.©xe6 fxe6
(17..M c4 is, of course, more resilient but 
one needs nerves of steel to tread the path 
of 18.kd5 1 !xb4 19.^c7+) 18.ffxe6+ &f8
19. J.d5+- winning beautifully.
17.fxe5 JlxeS lS . lh e l  Materially 
speaking, the position is still balanced, but 
with all the white pieces well placed for 
a fight, and the black rook misplaced on 
g8, Yoo has excellent chances to decisively 
conclude the attack.
18.. .J.d7 19.Sxe5! The black bishop, 
stationed in the very center of the board, 
is too great a nuisance for White to bear. 
Now the material scale tips in Black’s 
favor, but Yoo nevertheless continues to 
fervently pursue his attack.
19.. .dxe5 20.£sb3 Sd8 The ‘king in the 
center’ strategy has its share of drawbacks,
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too. On 20...0-0-0 Mishra obviously 
feared 21.5)a5 itc6 22.<Slxc6. Yet, after 
a trade of rooks, I think he could have 
tolerated the lasting damage to his pawn 
structure following 22...Sxdl+ 23.Axdl 
bxc6 24.4)c3±.
21.&c5

I # I
± ■m ± i i

i i
& i i

Q
ih n

A ■ A A A
<4>IS

21.. .1 .8 ? l This passive defense leaves 
Mishra’s pieces dangerously confined. 
Apparently he distrusted 21...iic6 due to a 
possible strike on e6, but I’m not sure White 
can find the right moment to carry this out. 
22.§fl (22.®xe6 Sxdi+ 23.foxdl fxe6
24. Wxe6+ A/S-+) 22...1xg2 23.Bxg2 b6 
24.&5e4 f5 25.®xg5 gd4 26.®f6+ Af7
27.4) xg8 Wxc3 28.®e7+ Axg8 29.®xe6+
Ah8 30.Be8+ &h7 31.®h5+ Ag8
32.®e8+ leads to an awesome perpetual. 
22 .S fl Sd4 23.5)3e4 b6 The position 
remains one of utmost complexity. On
23.. .Bxb4 24.®h7 Af8 25.&xg5 (25&h3 
is met by 25..Mb6; but the more subtle
25. Wg6! keeps White’s attack going.) is 
repelled by 25...Sf4.
24.c3 On 24.®h7 Af8 25.®xg5 Black 
holds by 25...§f4!
24.. .bxc5 25.cxd4 cxd4+ 26.^>b2 The
imbalance has increased even further. 
Due to the better engaged white pieces, 
Mishra’s position remains critical.
26.. .ffe7 27.Scl! I d 7  27...®xb4+ nets 
Black a fifth pawn for the piece. Yet, due 
to the clumsiness of his rook on g8, he 
will find it hard to coordinate his pieces 
after, for example, 28.Aal Jtd7 29.Sbl 
®a5 30.Sb8+ Ae7 31.Sxg8 B el+  32.&b2 
Be2+ 33.Aa3+-
28.5) c5

# I
i i

i i
& i i

Q i

A A A
H

28.. .f5 Naturally, Mishra endeavors to set 
his massive pawn phalanx in motion, but 
in doing so further exposes his king.
29. ffh7 ®f7 29...Af7 30.if3  g4
31.4xg4! allows Black no respite.
30. a4 30.5)b7 lets Black off the hook after
30.. .Ae7 31.Bc7 Bc8.

On the other hand, I think Christopher 
missed a forced win here by 30.4)d3 e4
31.5)e5 ®f8 32.Bc4!

32.. .d3 33.Ab3!+- with a near-perfect 
coordination of White’s pieces.
30.. .^>e7 31.®h3 Allowing Black a sigh 
of relief.
31.. .®f6 32.5)xd7 &xd7 33.®d3 e4 
34.®xa6 d3+ 35.&b3

I
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35...Sd8! Black’s position remains 
critical, but first he needs to avoid being 
immediately checkmated..
36.aS d2 37.Sdl <&e7 3 8 .i f l  ®e5 A 
wild west fight, possibly in a time scramble, 
now rages. The unusual position defies any 
assessment, so I will spare you any comments 
and allow you to just enjoy the action. 
39.ffc4 f4 40.a6 f3 41.1fc6 g4 42.a7 e3 
Sheer madness!

43.®b7+ &f6 44.a8® Sxa8 45.®xa8 
e2 46.ffd8+ &g6 47.1fxd2 ex d llf+  
48.® xdl ®xh2 White is probably still 
in the driving seat, but with those well 
advanced black pawns it’s never going to 
be an easy ride.

49.ffd3+ &g5 50.®d8+ &f4 The e6 
pawn now proves very useful.
51.®d4+ it?f5! Very good judgment! 
Respecting the safety of his king, 
Abhimanyu now deflects the white bishop 
and then gains access to the hot g2 square.
51...Ag3?? is strictly out of bounds due 
to 52.®e5+, whereas 51...Ag5 52.Sxg7+ 
Af4 53.®d4+ leaves the g7 pawn perishing 
without a sound.
52.1d3+ &g5 53.®xg7+ &f4! 54.b5
On 54.®d4+ Black is no longer denied 
access to g3: 54...Ag3 55.Be5+ Ag2.

54.. .® gl! The only move that holds for 
Black.
55.®f7+ 55.Bc7+ e5 56.b6 ®dl+ 57.1x2 
®d5+ 58.ffc4+ ®xc4+ 59.^xc4 g3 60.b7 
g2 61.b8® gl® = is also a draw.
55.. .6 g 3  56.ffc7+ &h3 57.b6 ® d l+  
58.1x2 ffd5+ 59.&b4 ®d4+ 60.&a3 
f2 61.ffh7+ &g2 62.®e4+ ®xe4
63.1, xe4+ & gl 64 .1d 3 g3 65.b7 g2 
66.b8®  f l®  6 7 .ix f l  gxf 1® Draw 
agreed.

A truly epic battle between two star 
American juniors!
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GM Alex Fishbein on the Endings

IN MEMORY OF ANDRAS ADORJAN (1950-2023)

A Scorpion's Sting
Grandmaster Andras Adorjan was one of the strongest 
Hungarian players in the second half of the 20th century. His 
contributions to chess range from original opening theory 
to deep understanding of the endgame — as shown by the 
following examples from his play in this farewell article.

52.Sh7 gxf4 53.Sxh6+

Photo by Bert Verhoeff

Hungarian Championship 1992

1
■ ■ i i

i i
i

i A A
A A

A E
4A* ■ A

Adorjan was in the process of nursing a 
small advantage when his younger rival 
lost his sense of danger.

37.Sc3 Sb7 38.Sa3 Sa7 39.<&e4 ^>d6 
40.&d4 a4 41.&c4 f5 42.&b5 Sb7+ 
43.&C4 Sa7 44.&b5 Sb7+ 45.&c4

■  ■  ■
I  i
■  i i | i

i
i  1 *  a
□ fi 1A

■  ■ ■ ■

i
A A

I

53...^g7! As usual, the grandmaster 
finishes the game elegantly.

54.!xe6 f3 White resigned, as 55.Ad3 
loses immediately to 55...§gl.

T ib o rT o ln a i 2495
A n d ra s  A d o rja n 2550

I
 was sad to learn of the death of the Hungarian grandmaster Andras 

Adorjan. I did not know him and probably only saw him a few times. 
But, like many of my peers who played solidly but for a win with the 
black pieces, I found inspiration in his approach to chess. Later, he 
became almost synonymous with the phrase “Black is OK!”, after 
publishing a number of books with that and similar titles.

His contributions to the Gruenfeld Defense, Sveshnikov Variation of the 
Sicilian Defense and the Hedgehog offered many openings for active players 
to choose from. Andras Adorjan was only 73 when 
he died on May 11, 2023. When one thinks of 
his best games, fierce attacks and counterattacks 
come to mind -  usually with a scorpion’s sting 
somewhere near the end. As we shall see, those 
scorpions bit with equal venom in the ending.

▲ Andras Adorjan, Beverwijk 1972

33.a3?? £ixb2! 34.£sxb2 Sc2+ 35.&f3
After 35.Sd2 Bxd2+ 36.lAxd2 bxa3 the 
pawn queens. Combinations ending with 
this queenside pawn attacking the knight on 
b2 should be part of your endgame arsenal.

35,..lxb2 36.axb4 lx b 4  and Black is 
winning, thanks to his favorable rook and 
king position.

45.. .5b2 45...Bc7+ 46.Ad4 Ba7 47.Ac4 
&c6 is more precise, but the text was well- 
calculated.

46.Sxa4 46.g4 Sb3! 47.Sxb3 axb3 48.&xb3 
A>d5 49.&c3 &e4 50.A>d2 &f3.

46.. .5xg2 47.Sa7 g5! 48.Sa6+ &e7 
49.Sa7+ &f6 50.Sh7 &g6 51.Se7 &f6

Andras Adorjan’s peak was probably 
in 1979, when he placed third in the 
Riga Interzonal, thereby qualifying for 
the Candidates’, despite ranking in the 
bottom half by rating in that tournament 
and not regarded as a contender.

With two rounds to go, he was tied 
with Larsen, Miles and Romanishin in 
fifth position, a full IV2 points off the
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desired third place. But in the last two 
rounds he crushed Larsen and Miles, 
with the latter game becoming an all-time 

quintessential Hedgehog, featuring 
the ...g7-g5-g4 pawn lever. He then 
came back from two points behind 
to draw the playoff match with Ribli, 
advancing thanks to better tiebreaks.

Earlier in the tournament, he outplayed 
Edmar Mednis from a slightly worse 
ending.

E dm ar M ednis 2510
A n d ra s  A d o rjan 2525

Interzonal, Riga 1979

33.Sa2? White has two pawn islands to 
Black’s three but hits upon a dubious plan 
to trade rooks.

33...1d6 34.'&dl &e6 35.Sxa5 bxa5 
36.&c2 h5 37.®e2 g5 38.f3 a4 39.e4 
Jlb4 40.£sc3 dxe4 41.fxe4 a3 42.£le2 
l d 6 43.&b3 g4 44.&a2 &e7 45.&b3 
&d7 46.&a2 &c7 47.®c3 ix g 3  
48.^d5+ &b7 49.£)xf6 lx h 4  50.®xh5 
&b6 51.&xa3 &xb5

i ■
■

0  A i ±

Alex Fishbein, an Am erican g randm aster 
residing in Tennessee, emerged victo rious 
in the inaugural Denker Tournament of High 
School Champions in 1985. Throughout the 
1990s, he garnered m ultip le  national and 
in te rna tiona l w ins, including in Denm ark and 
Norway, achieving grandm aste r sta tus in 
1992. Even w h ile  pursuing a finance career, 
Fishbein rem ained active in com petition, 
partic ipating in four U.S. Championships 
during the 2000s. Acclaim ed fo r his endgame 
expertise, he secured the Best Endgame 
Prize in the 2004 U.S. Championship, penned 
a h igh ly-regarded book on pawn endings 
in 1993, and contributed to the revision of 
Dvoretsky's Endgame M anual in 2020.

58.d6 &c6! 59.® el &d7 60.&b2 l b 4
61.®f3 61,®g2 &e6 62.&c2 &xe5 63.d7 
Ie7  64.&d3 a3 65.&c2 &e6-+.

61...g2 62.&c2 &e6 63.&d3 &d5! 
64.d7 k e 7

A ±

A
i

i■

Now it is the turn of Black’s bishop to keep 
watch over any possible advance of the 
white pawns, while his king invades.

65.&c3 &e4 66.® g l &xe5 67.®e2 
it?e4 68.&C4 &e3 69.® gl &d2
70.®f3+ & cl 71.&c3 & bl 72.®d2+ 
&a2 73.&f3 i f 6+ 74.&c2 &a3 
75.® gl &b4 76.®f3 a3 77.&bl

The long-range bishop and two distant 
passed pawns are much stronger than the 
knight and two connected passed pawns in 
the center.

52.&b3 g3 53.&f4 k g 5  54.£lg2 a5 55.e5 
k e  7 56.d5 a4+ 57.&a2 Ac5! Black’s 
bishop leaves the danger zone, leaving his 
king to guard against the advance of the 
white pawns -  at least for the time being.

77.. .g l® +  Having danced around the 
entire white camp, the king will deliver 
the decisive blow on the next move with
78.. .^?b3 followed by queening. White 
resigned.

The Candidates’ Quarterfinal match 
Huebner -  Adorjan was very close and 
decided by a tragedy in the endgame.

R o b e rt H uebne r 2600
A n d ra s  A d o rjan 2550

Candidates Quarterfinals,
Bad Lauterberg 1980

Adorjan was winning for most of this 
game, but the ending featured mutual 
mistakes. Here comes the next-to-last one.

59.S2d5? 59.B8d7+ &f6 60.a5! bxa5 
61.Bxc7 Sxc7 62.5a2! would lead to a 
draw, for example: 62...'J&eS 63.Sxa5 il?d4 
64.&f3 &c5 65.&g4 &b6 66,Sal &xb5 
67.&xg5 Bh7 68.&g6.

59.. .5xa4! 60.Sxg5+ &f6 61.Sdg8 
Sa2+ 62.&f3 Sc3+ 63.&g4 Sg2+
64.^h5 64.&xh4 Bxg5 65.Bxg5 Bxh3+, 
of course, is game over.

64.. .5xg5+ 65.Sxg5 Here, 65...Bxh3 
would have likely induced immediate 
resignation. But Andras thought he had 
found a faster win.

65...Sc5?? 66.^xh4 Sxg5 Stalemate!
Draw.
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Winning this game would have tied 
the match, with just one game to go. As 
it happened, Huebner won 5V4-4VS to 
advance to the semifinal and eventually 
the final, where he lost to Viktor Korchnoi.

Andras Adorjan valued his victory over 
Korchnoi in the Hedgehog highly. While 
the aformentioned game with Tony Miles 
was a middlegame attack with a queen 
sacrifice, the game we are about to see 
features an endgame structure that typically 
arises from this opening. Therefore, we 
would like to give this game in full.

A30
V ik to r  K o rch n o i 2635
A n d ra s  A d o rjan 2555

Cannes 1986

l.£sf3 c5 2.c4 &f6 3.£sc3 e6 4.g3 b6
5 .!g 2  ib 7  6.0-0 d6 7.d4 cxd4 8.ffxd4 
a6 9 .Sd l i e 7  1 0 .ig 5  £lbd7 ll.£ ld2  
ix g 2  12.&xg2 0-0 13.£lde4 ffc7  
14.Sacl We have a typical Hedgehog 
structure where Black is occupying only 
three ranks, but is ready to spike with 
...b6-b5, ...d6-d5, or something else. The 
hedgehog’s quills are not easy to attack; here 
14.4bxd6 Bfd8 is uncomfortable for White.

14.. .gfd8 15.& gl I16 16.£lxf6+ l,x f6
17.1, xf6 £lxf6 18.b3 Sac8 19.f3 lfb 8
20. @d3 @a8 White has achieved nothing 
from the opening, and his next, slightly 
careless move, allows a typical pawn sacrifice.

21. e4

21...b5! 22.cxb5 d5 23.e5 23.exd5 ®xd5 
24.4bxd5 §xd5 25.Sxc8+ Sxc8 26.®e2 
Sxb5 would reach an almost, but not 
quite equal, major piece ending. In fact, 
the Hedgehog graveyard for White is 
scattered with these positions, where the 
white pawns on the queenside are hobbled 
and often require defense, and his king 
position is not totally safe either. Black 
has the c-file, while White has no active

plan. Sometimes Black might get two 
queenside pawns for one, leading to a ‘4 vs
3.’ Understandably, Korchnoi avoids this 
structure. Or, perhaps, he is hoping to keep 
his extra pawn.

23...5)d7 24.®e2 Sc5 But now White 
starts running into real problems, with the 
pin on the c-file.

25.a4 Sdc8 26.ffe3 ffb 8 27.f4 ffb 6
28.‘>t?g2 axb5

29.it?h3! ? Avoiding another typical position 
in which White has an isolated pawn on b3, 
versus 5 on 4 on the kingside, and where 
Black has a protected passed pawn granting 
a clear (though not winning) advantage:
29.axb5 Ba5 30.4be2 ®xb5 31.5xc5 ®xc5 
32.Scl Sb7 33.1fc3 Bc7 34.ftd41fb6.

29.. .55c6 30.ffxb6 £)xb6 31.a5!
31.®e2 Bxcl 32.Bxcl Sxcl 33.<Sixcl bxa4
34.bxa4 ®xa4 is another graveyard-type 
position that we talked about: probably not 
yet losing, but certainly no fun for White.

31.. .5xc3 32.axb6?! After 32.Bxc3! 
§xc3 33.axb6 Sc6 34.Bcl! Bxb6 35.Ag4 
Black’s pieces are passive, and he can't do 
anything with his extra pawn.

32.. .b4! 33.^>g4 it?h7! Removing his 
king from the back rank.

34.Sxc3 bxc3

I
i i

B i i
i 1

0
■ A i a
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Evaluating all the ensuing endings here, 
both positionally and tactically, proved

to be too difficult in time trouble. Viktor 
Lvovich’s next move is the decisive error.

35.Scl?  The computer recommends
35.^115!?, which is an interesting defense. 
If Black plays ...g7-g6+, his king will have 
a harder time advancing.

35.b7 Bb8 36.Sd3 Bxb7 37.Bxc3 &g6 
leads to another position of the type we 
discussed, not yet losing but still difficult.

35...d4 36.&f3 d3! 37.b7 d2

I
A i i

i i
a

0
A i A a

i A
H

White has miscalculated. Black is in time 
to queen, with his king on h7. The resulting 
queen ending is hopeless for White.

38.bxc8® d xcl®  39.®c4 ® d l+
White resigned

For this article, I only selected games 
where Andras faced strong opponents. 
Victor Ciocaltea might not be a familiar 
name to today’s readers, but he defeated 
Bobby Fischer at the Olympiad in 1962. 
He was almost 20 years older than Adorjan 
but became a grandmaster much later, at 
the age of 46 in 1978.

The following game was played in 
1973, the year Adorjan rose to GM status. 
But as we shall see, rook endings are 
difficult for everyone.

V ic to r  C ioca ltea  
A n d ra s  A d o rja n

Budapestl973

59.Sf7+ 59.gxh5 gc3+ 60.&g2 Sa3
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61.gh6! gxa5 62.&h3 g a l 63.g4+ &e5 
64.gc6! is a draw, but the game move 
doesn’t spoil it yet.

59.. .1t?g6 60.ga7? But this loses. The 
key idea, missed by both players, is that 
the white rook needs to be able to check 
the black king on the 5th rank, not the 6th. 
White had to play 60.gd7 or 60.ge7.

60.. .5c6? Returning the favor! Black wins 
with 60...gc3+! 61.&f2 gc2+ 62.&fl (Going 
forward doesn’t help: 62.&f3 g4+ 63.&e3 
Sg2; or 62.&e3 &f5 63.Sxa6 &g4 64.Sg6 
Sg2-+) and only now 62...gc6! after which 
the black king has a free path forward: 
63.&g2 &f5! 64.&h3 (64.Ed7 Sc5) 64...gc3! 
with the deadly threat of h5-h4.

Now where do you think the rook 
should go? To a8, b7, or where else?

61.Sa8? Only 61.gd7!! draws.

B

I
i i

The white rook is in time to check the black 
king after 61...gc3+ (61...g4+ 62.&f2 
Sc2+ 63.&fl &f5 64.Sd5+ I?e4 65.Sxh5 
&f3 66.S/5+ &xg3 67,S/B=) 62.&g2! &f5 
63.gd5+! &g4 64.gd4+ &f5 65.gd5+, etc.

61.. .5f6+? It remains unfair to criticize the 
players, because the win is problem-like:
61.. .g4+! 62.&g2

...when the only move is 62...gd6H 
(62...&/S 63.nh8 Sc2+ 64.&gl &e4 
65.Sxh5 gets you nowhere) 63.ga7 and now 
here is why: 63...&f5 64.gh7 gd2+ 65.&gl 
&e4 66.gxh5 gd5! and Black wins: 67.gh6 
gxa5 68.gf6 &e3! 69.gf4 gg5!.

62.^>e4? The final mistake. 62.Ŝ ?g2! 
holds, e.g., 62...&f5 (62...g4 63.^d8=) 
63.&h3! &e4 64.gh8=.

62...Se6+! Now Black finds the right 
series of moves to win.

63.&f3 g4+! 64.&f4 S f6+! 65.&e4 
§f3! The rest is not as difficult.

66.Sxa6+ 66.gg8+ till 7 67.ga8 is a better 
try: 67...gxg3 68.gxa6 gf3 (68...^a3 
6 9 ^ (4  forces Black to backtrack with
69.. .5/3+) 69.gb6 ga3! 70.&f4 gxa5
71. gc6 ga l 72.gc5 &g6 73.gc6+ &f7 
74.gc5 gfl+  75.&g5 g3-+.

66.. .6 g 5  67.Sd6 Sxg3 68.Sd3 S g l  
69.Sa3 h4 70.a6 h3 71.Sa2 g3 71...gel+ 
72.lt?d3 ge8 also wins.

72. a7 h2 White resigned.

These endings are so complicated that 
I am not sure that players who played 
them and made these mistakes would 
have understood after the game what had 
happened. Experience shows that most 
analysis conducted before computers had 
serious flaws.

Five years later, Andras had another 
opportunity to play a rook ending a pawn 
up, with blocked a-pawns and two against 
one on the other side.

V la s tim il Ja n sa 2505
A n d ra s  A d o rjan 2515

Budapest 1978

I i i

.
■

0

Gagunashvili Chess Academy offers 
online chess lessons for children and 
adults. GM Merab and WIM Marija, 
founders of the Academy, would like to 
transfer their rich experience gained 
as players and trainers to all the chess 
lovers. Marija teaches children basics 
of chess in a fun and exciting way, while 
Merab helps them enrich, develop and 
apply their knowledge until they win 
their first titles.

You can contact us via email 
academy@chessgagunashvili.com

ViberorWhatsApp

+995 599  4 0  81 75

Facing the Czech grandmaster (and future 
World Senior Champion!) Vlastimil Jansa, 
Adorjan chooses the most human plan: 
walk over to the queenside and capture the 
a6 pawn, while the rook safely defends the 
kingside pawns. Black will then be two 
pawns up. What can be simpler?

55...^c5? The right way to win was to 
improve the position of the king and rook, 
and gradually advance the kingside pawns, 
taking advantage of the bad position of the 
white rook. The black king needs to stay 
near its pawns.

A sample line is 55...?f?e5 56.ga5+ <&d6
57.ga2 gc4+ 58.&g3 e5! 59.ga3 &e6 
60.ga2 gc3+ 61.&g4 f5+ 62.&h4 &f6
63.gd2 gc4+ 64.&g3
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64...Sa4 65.Sd6+ &g5 66.&g2 e4-+.

56.^>h5! &b5 57.&g6 f5 58.&f6 Sxa6 
59.Sb2+ &c4

60.Sb7? Jansa misses his chance.
After 60.f4! Bc6 61.Sa2 a6 62.§al!, 

in order to have enough distance for 
frontal checks, for example after 62...^?b4 
63.Sbl+ &a3 64.Sal+ &b2 65.Sa5 I don’t 
see a win for Black. The white king keeps 
attaching itself to the e6 pawn and going 
back to g5 when necessary. Maybe readers 
can find a win?

60...^d5 61.Sb5+ 61.f4 doesn’t help 
here: 61...&e4 62.&g5 g a l 63.Bb4+ &e3 
64.Sb3+ &d4 65.Bb4+ &c5

66.Bb2 a5-+.

61...&e4! 62.§b4+ 4>f3 63.gb2 gb 6 
64.Sa2 a5! 65.Sxa5 &xf2 66.&g5 Sb3 
67.1a4 it?g3 White resigned

After these counterintuitive rook endings, 
let’s tackle something simpler (maybe!): 
opposite-color bishop endings.

Z o lta n  Varga 2475
A n d ra s  A d o rjan 2545

Hungarian Championship 1993

Black has a clear advantage in view of 
his more active bishop, more dangerous 
passed pawn, and maybe even his chances 
to attack the opponent’s king. Should he 
trade into a pure opposite-colored bishop 
ending, or keep the queens on? Being 
able to properly evaluate opposite-color- 
bishop endings is a sign of a good player.

31.. .®b3! 32.®xb3 White has little 
choice as 32.®cl c3 is miserable.

32.. .cxb3 33.&d2 g5? 34.1g3?
This type of mutual mistake happens 
at all levels, all the way up to world 
championship. Black needed to close 
up with ...a5-a4 on the previous move, 
because here White could have drawn 
with 34.a4! f5 35.j|g3 (looking to 
eliminate the a5 pawn) 35...ic6 36.&c3 
Axa4 37.d5 &f7 38 .te5  f4 39.g3=.

34.. .a4! 3 5 .± e l f5 36.h4

36...f4! Fixing the white pawns on the 
color of the black bishop.

37.hxg5 hxg5 38.<&cl <&f7 3 9 .1 c3  
^ e 6 40.it?d2 sl?f5 White resigned, as
his territory is far too wide to defend. If 
the king stays near the kingside pawns, 
the black king comes around to b2.

As you have noticed, I have selected 
only games where Andras had Black, in

deference to the “Black is OK” theme. 
Actually, my best endgames tend to 
be with Black. With White I am more 
likely to develop some combinational 
attack, whereas winning with Black 
usually requires a prolonged effort.

A n th o n y  K o s te n 2510
A n d ra s  A d o r ja n 2 5 2 0

Esbjergig88

ViV.

Here, Adorjan has been trying to make 
something of his extra pawn in the 
OCB ending with rooks. The computer 
says “-0.04,” but the young soon-to-be 
grandmaster handling the white pieces, 
understandably, is looking for a quick 
resolution.

48.il!b6 g5 49.Sb5 Sf5! 50.Sxf5? White 
is looking forward to a draw two pawns 
down, as the two black pawns cannot 
break through against the king and bishop 
-  but he has missed a major detail.

50.. .exf5 51.c3 l d 6 5 2 .1 b 5  g4 53.b4
g3 53,..axb4? would be a mistake, for 
example: 54.cxb4 Jtxb4 55.&e2 f4 (Or
55.. .6 f6  56.&f2 &e5 57.&g2 &f4
58 .kd7  &g5 59.ka4)

56.&f2 (56.kc6? kc5!~+) 56...&f6 
57 ,ie2  ic 5 +  58.&g2 &g5 59.M l  with 
a standard draw.

54.<&e2 lx b 4 !
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But three advanced pawns on opposite 
sides of the board win against a bishop! 
This technique is reminiscent of an 
Alex Yermolinsky game I featured 
in the article on the 2021 U.S. Senior 
Closed (ACM #23, pp.84 -Ed.). Black 
exchanges not the pawn, but the bishop. 
Every Russian schoolboy knows the 
games of Andras Adorjan!

55.cxb4 axb4 5 6 .ic 4  &d6 57.&f3 
f4 58.±b3 &e5 5 9 . id l  &d4 6 0 .ic 2
&c3 61.,fi,e4 But how does Black win 
here? Isn’t the b-pawn too far from the 
end zone? It seems like the white king 
can just remove the other two black 
pawns while the bishop covers bl.

61...b3 62.&xf4

S M A L L  C H E S S  L E C T U R E S

By GM Nikola Nestorovic

SolVG The Threats________________ Solutions on page 94

1 K arin  N em cova 1888 o Idani Pouya 2568
I . G ovhar B eydu llayeva  2202 E - 9 M ahdi G holam i O rim i 2226

U16 Girls World Championship, Porto Carras 2018 Rasht Khazar Open 2016

Milan P a che r 2399 
S e rge i Z h iga lko  2671

Cappelle la Grande Open 2011

V isw a n a th a n  Anand 2725 
G arry K a spa rov  2795

Game 11, World Championship Match, New York 1995

62...^d4!! This final scorpion’s sting 
is a fitting way to end our survey of 
Adorjan’s endgames. The bishop cannot 
stop both pawn on its own, and the king 
is now of no help after 63.lt?f3 g2L 
Therefore, White resigned.

n M ath ias  R oeder 2420 n M a rtin  P ecinka  2083
M ark H e b d e n 2500 Danie l K ozusek 2085

Bern Open 1992 Czech Team Championship 2013

Grandmaster Adorjan added a lot to 
the modern chess culture and will be 
missed. Rest in peace, Andras.
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A RARE COLLECTIO N OF UNKNOWN AMERICAN CHESS GAMES

Oklahoma's 
First Rated Master
Ballard’s best known game is his 1964 simul win against 
Bobby Fischer, when he outprepared the future champion in 
an Accelerated Dragon using analysis from the Russian chess 
magazine. However, most of D’s other games remain unknown.

■ By Andy Ansel -----------------------------------------------------

■

this article we will look at some games played by D LaPierre Ballard

n (1944-2022). D LaPierre Ballard was the strongest Oklahoma player in 
the years before the Fischer boom. Funnily enough, Ballard was under the 
strong influence of Russian chess literature at that time. He even wrote 
his score sheets using Russian algebraic notation. D (and that is his actual 

first name, not short for anything) was Oklahoma’s first rated Master. Ballard’s 
chess career started in 1962 while in college, and basically ended at Tulsa in 
1974 when he withdrew after winning his first two games to achieve a published 
Master rating. He did come out of retirement and play two games in 2010.

Ballard’s best known game is his win against Bobby Fischer during Fischer’s 
1964 simul tour, when he outprepared Bobby in an Accelerated Dragon using 
analysis from Shakhmatny Bulletin. However, most of D’s other games remain
unknown. Mega only has two other

A ndy A n se l can be considered a product of 
the F ischer boom, having learned to  play 
chess in 1972. He w as active  in the Bay 
Area chess scene w h ile  in High School, 
a fte r w h ich  he moved to  New York, w here 
he achieved a peak ra tin g  of around 2100. 
He has now re tire d  from  active  chess play 
but spends his tim e  co lle c tin g  books and 
m ain ta in ing  a database based on games 
d raw n from  his lib ra ry . He cu rre n tly  
res ides in N orth  Fork, Long Island, w ith  
h is w ife  and tw o  dogs. H is g ro w n-up  
daughte rs live  in NYC and London.

games of his, while Chessgames.com has 
an impressive 14 games spanning his 
entire career.

I obtained a Xerox copy of his 
game scores from 1962 through 1967 
which include many games against the 
Southwest’s top players. D LaPierre’s 
playing style was on the aggressive 
side. He played the King’s Indian and 
Accelerated Dragon as Black. As White 
he opened with l.e4. Interestingly, he 
kept score using Russian algebraic 
notation, which was quite unusual for 
an American in the 1960s.

On to the games which show how 
even unknown players can play some 
great games. Annotations are provided 
by Pete Tamburro.

In the first game, Ballard’s opponent is 
Ken Smith. Smith, a chess legend from 
Texas, was also a poker champion and 
owned the largest U.S. chess retailer 
Chess Digest. In my files I have 
Ballard playing Smith five times with 
an even score.

FROM A RATHER UNIQUE 
GAMES DATABASE, AMERICAN 
CHESS MAGAZINE REVEALS 
EXCLUSIVELY SOME HIDDEN 
GEMS GATHERED TOGETHER 
OVER DECADES BY RENOWNED 
BIBLIOPHILE ANDY ANSEL.

B35
Ken S m ith  
D Ba lla rd

Arkansas Open, H ot Springs 1966

This game is a bit of an anomaly as Ken 
Smith does not play the Smith-Morra 
Gambit. One of my all-time favorite quotes 
is from Larsen in the 1972 tournament 
book when Smith’s opponent played l...e6: 
“Stronger is l...c5, which wins a pawn.” 
I.e4 c5 2.£)f3 ®c6 3.d4 cxd4 4.£lxd4 
§6 The Accelerated Dragon: very popular 
as several methods have been developed to 
deal with the once “dreaded Maroczy Bind.” 
5 .£ sc3 ±g7 6 .1e3  4Df6 7 .1 c4  0-0 
8.iib3 The main alternative is exemplified 
by the game Fischer-Panno, Interzonal, 
Portoroz 1958, 8.f3 ®b6 9.4.b3 4bxe4 
10.4id5 8a5+ 11x3 4bc5 12.4bxc6 dxc6 
13.4bxe7+ <&h8 14.4bxc8 Saxc8. A more 
detailed discussion can be found in 
Openings for Amateurs -  Next Steps.

8.. .?lg4!? There are three playable 
alternatives: 8...a5, 8...b6 and 8...d5. 
Having said that, the game move falls 
under the aegis of “just because you can 
play a move doesn’t mean you should.” 
9.@xg4 ®xd4 10.® dl ®xb3 ll.axb3  
Ballard has his two bishops and does his 
level best to hold on to them.
11.. .b6 12.il.d4! Very logical. Get rid of 
the dark-squared bishop.
12.. .f6 Very ideological. He must really 
have liked his bishops. (See the box on 
next page -Ed.)
13.0-0!? Surprising for a player of Smith’s 
aggressive nature. 13.Bd3 Jlb7 14.0-0-0 
!fc7 15.h4 seemed called for.
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A Surprise For Bobby

R o b e rt F is c h e r 
D Ba lla rd

W ichita  S im u lig 64

I ± w I
i

1 1
£ i

i i i

7 .m ■
A ih
A A A A A

f l f§f<4> f l

13.h4 k b l  14.h5 &f7 15.®g4 
d5 16.exd5 l,xd5 17.0-0-0 i e 6
18.®g3 ® b8 19.®f3 f fc 8

20.£\e4? J,g4 21.hxg6+ hxg6
22.® d3 i x d l  2 3 .S xd l ® c 6 
24.S h i S ac8 25.c3 S h 8 2 6 .S e l 
Shd 8 27.f4 ® d5 28.& bl
®xb3 29.f5 gxf5 30 .^ g5+  fxg5
31.®xf5+ i f 6 32 .1x f6  S d l+  
3 3 .S xd l ® x d l+  34.<&a2 Sc5  
3 5 .ie 5 +  & e8 36.b4 ® e2+

White resigned

13.. .1b 7  14.f4 This thrust, however, is 
easily countered by the text move or by 
...e7-e6.
14.. .d5 15.e5 It gets complicated and 
exciting with the obvious 15.exd5 itxd5
16., £xf6 4,xf6 17.®xd5+ ®xd5 lS.ftxdS 
ixb2  19.®xe7+ &f7 20.gael a5 21.f5 b5
22.fxg6+ &g7

I I
m a i

■ A
i i

■
A ■
£ A A A

| 1 S

A) White can’t go two pawns up because 
of 23.gxh7 Sxfl+ 24.Bxfl (24.&xfl 
a4) 24...a4;

B) 23.&f5+ &xg6 24.§e6+ gf6 25.&e7+ 
&g7 26.Sfxf6 ±xf6 27.&d5 ld4+  I 
would love to have been a fly on the 
wall at this post-mortem.

15...fxe5 16.fxe5 S xfl+  17.® xfl ®c7  
18.®e2 k c 6  Things have settled down a 
bit after the flurry of excitement. White has 
in mind a b4/b5 sequence to pin down the 
a7 pawn. Black might want to discourage 
that with 18...Bc8 19.b4 ®c4 and yet keep 
his options open along the c8-h3 diagonal. 
19.Sfl e6 20.£)dl ®e7 21.®g4 l b 5  
22.Sf2 S f8 23.£)e3

I #
i w £  ±

i i
£  i A

±

Jt
1 A [ ih 

A A B  A A

23.. .5xf2! Sure. Once the rooks are 
exchanged, the draw is pretty much assured. 
24.^xf2 ®f7+ 25.®f3 “Let’s go to dinner.”
25.. .®xf3+ 26.&xf3 h5 27.g4 l h 6
“Who’s buying?” Draw.

The second game is against Houston’s 
Robert Brieger, a noted problemist and 
author of several endgame books. He 
was a Master player and a fixture on the 
Southwest chess tour. His playing style 
was very original. He even wrote a little 
pamphlet on the 2...itf5 line in the Queen’s

Gambit Declined. His endgame studies 
often featured reciprocal zugzwang and 
minor piece promotion.
B22
R o b e rt B r ie g e r 
D Ba lla rd

Texas Open, Denton 1966

Robert Brieger’s approach in this game is 
what one might expect from an endgame 
composer with a fertile and experimental 
mind. His search for originality apparently 
was not limited to that part of our noble 
game.

I.e4 c5 2.c3 £lf6 If you’re playing for a 
win as Black, this is the best move against 
the Alapin Sicilian.
3 .^d3!? You would be amazed at who 
has tried this Jtd3 before d4 move with 
c3 to follow. Go to Chessbase and search 
through the startling number of well- 
known players who have used this idea 
against ...e6, ...®c6 and ...d6 Sicilians as 
well. Years ago IM Danny Kopec (1954- 
2016) used this idea against the ...d6 
Sicilian: l.e4 c5 2.®f3 d6 3.itd3 ®c6 4x3. 
3...£lc6 4.£sf3 ®c7 Both 4...e5 and 4...d5 
are very good here as well.
5.®e2

5.. .d5! 6.e5 £)g4 6...4!}h5 with the threat 
of ...€}f4 doesn’t appeal to him.
7.ilb5 Adjusting to circumstances -  the 
threat to the pawn.
7.. . 1 . 7  8. i x c 6 ® x c 6  9.£la3 So the 
bishop will be protected after d4.
9.. .£)h6 10.d4

1 m £  I
i i £ i i i i

m f t
i i A

A
A s

p
M,

J A  A A
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AN ICONIC LANDMARK AND 
CULTURAL GEM OF OKLAHOMA

10.. .e6? Because the queen would still be 
protecting the knight on h6, better would 
be 10...c4.
11. Axh6 gxh6 Again with the two 
bishops. He doesn’t mind the doubled 
pawns and is ready to use the g-file to 
attack if White castles kingside.
12. dxc5 It would have been fun to see 
each one get what they want after 12.0-0 
0-0-0 13.®c2 Bg8.
12.. .1,xc5 13.®c2 ffb5 14.1fxb5 l,xb5
15.®cd4 Two bishops vs. two knights. 
Not so easy because of the currently 
blocked position.

15.. .1d3! A better diagonal. There is no 
need to prevent castling because White 
won’t be contemplating that anyhow. 
16.&d2 i e 4  17.® el &d7 18.f3 l g 6
19. ® d3 Jle7 The knights, however, are 
centralized and holding their own.
20. h4 h5 21.® 14 White is not threatening 
to take the bishop. He’s threatening to 
go for the h5 pawn with ®e2 and ®g3. 
Ballard takes a good look and prepares a 
counterattack should that be tried.
21.. .5hg8 22.&e3 h6 23.&f2 a6 24.g3 
Brieger realizes that there will be sufficient 
counterplay for Black after 24.®de2 b5 
25.®g3 ic5+  26.&fl b4 27.®gxh5 lxh5
28.®xh5 Sgb8 29.®f6+ &e7 30.&e2 bxc3 
31.bxc3 Sb2+.
24.. .5ac8 25.Shel Sc4 One nice thing 
about Ballard’s previous plan is that it 
becomes a viable strategy here with the 
...b5-b4 idea.
26.S ad i b5 27.a3 l c 5  28.Sd2 a5
Ballard’s minority attack is in full swing. 
29.&e2

PRICE TOWER IN BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA
IS CELEBRATED FOR ITS DISTINCTIVE

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN BY FRANK LLOYD 
WRIGHT. AS WRIGHT'S ONLY REALIZED
SKYSCRAPER, IT STANDS AS A TESTAMENT
TO HIS UNIQUE VISION AND CREATIVITY.
WITH ITS BLEND OF ORGANIC AND
GEOMETRIC ELEMENTS, THE TOWER
HAS BECOME AN ICONIC SYMBOL OF 
ARCHITECTURAL INNOVATION.

29...^,a7?? He should have continued
with the plan 29...b4! 30.axb4 axb4 31.Scl 
Bb8. Instead, he makes a fatal blunder.
30.® g2?? And Brieger misses it! 30.®xb5 
Ab8 31.&f2 a4 32.Bd4+.
30.. .5 .8  The minority attack still works:
30.. .b4.
31.S a l Sb7 32.®f4 b4 How many times 
have we seen in our own games a move we 
played one or two moves after we should 
have?
33.axb4 axb4 34.®xg6 fxg6 35.Sa6 
Axd4 36.cxd4 b3 After 36...®c7 there’s 
not much for either side to do. However, 
Ballard goes for an edgy move.
37.&f2 S c2 38.&e3 Sbc7 39.Sd3 Sb7
39.. .Bxb2 40.Bb6=.
40.Sd6+ &e7 41.Sd2 g5

42.Sa6 Sxd2 43.&xd2 Sc7 44.Sb6 
Sc2+ 45.&d3 Sxb2 46.Sb7+ &f8 
47.Sb8+ &g7 48.Sb7+ &f8 Lots of 
tense play leading to equality: 48...^?g6 
49.Se7 gg2 50.gxe6+ &g7 51.&c3

A) 51...Bxg3 52.&xb3 g4.
B) 51...b2 52.Sb6 gxg3 53.Sxb2 gxf3+ 

54.&b4 Bf4 55.&c5 Bxh4 56.&xd5 g4
57.e6 g3 58.&e5 Bh2 59.Sbl h4=

49.Sb8+ &e7 50.Sb7+ &d8 51.&c3 
Sg2 52.&xb3 Sxg3

53. t̂?b4 The difficult position of the black 
king and the white king’s access to d6 is a 
key in all this. 53.hxg5 hxg5 (53...Sx/3+
54. skb4 hxg5 55.&c5) 54.&b4 h4 55.&c5
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h3 56.&d6 Ac8 57.Sc7+ &b8 58.Sf7.
53...Sxf3 54.Sh7 gxh4 55.Sxh6 &e7 
56.Sxh5 h3 57.Sh7+ &f8 58.&c5 
Sa3 59.&d6 Sa6+ 60.&c5 Sa3 This is 
drawn. Brieger must have stepped over the 
time limit and Black won.

A tough fight. By the way, this was by 
no means an easy tournament. Roy Hoppe 
of California won with 6 wins and a draw. 
Ballard and Ken Smith finished on a shared 
2nd a point behind, while a half point behind 
them were Jude Acers, Eric Bone and 
Robert Brieger.

Despite extensive research, I could not find 
out anything about his last opponent Robert 
McCready. There are no games of his in any 
commercial database, but I did find an Expert 
rating published in Chess Life...

COO
D Ballard________
Robert McCready

Oklahoma Chess Festival, Norman 1965

l.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.^d2 c5 4.£igf3 £lc6 
5.g3 The King’s Indian Attack is a very 
good system to familiarize yourself with. It 
has many features and subtleties that lead 
to complex positions where you will be 
playing your opponent instead of some GM- 
generated line from a specialty opening book. 
In recommending the ®xd4 Sicilian to my 
students, I also recommend the KIA should 
Black not cooperate with 2...d6 and play 2...e6. 
One of the nice features is that you have a 
move in hand while playing the King’s Indian 
AND how many players of the White pieces 
play an inchworm move like e3 against it?
5.. .6 f6  6 .ig 2  l e 7  7.0-0 0-0 8.S e l This 
line is still played today. The initial skirmish 
will be in the center of the battlefield as 
White takes over the hill on e5 and Black 
has to make a choice on how to contest an 
enemy incursion into his dark squares.
8.. .ffc7 9.e5 £ld7 10.ffe2

10...b5 In the spirit of the Sicilian, Black 
initiates a counter demonstration on the

queenside. What’s fascinating is that all sorts 
of GMs have been in this exact position. 
Onischuk has been on both sides! Benko, 
Bronstein and Korchnoi in the distant past 
played the White side while Nepo, Sevian, 
Svidler and Firouzja have chosen it in recent 
years. The Black side has been played by 
Dominguez Perez and Kramnik. Whichever 
side you pick, you’re in good company, 
l l .& f l  Starting a knight path from f l to 
h2 maybe even g3-g4 and further in some 
future kingside attack.
11.. .a5 12.h4 Back in the day, I remember 
seeing this move for the first time. Are you 
allowed to do that?? Yes you are! The center 
is for the moment stable. The wing attacks 
begin and room is made for the knight. Not 
to be outdone, the Texas expert chooses 
a move that gets an “!” from Chessbase. 
These guys didn’t even have Informant 
yet -  unless they had Informator “Zero”, 
which I have on my shelves.
12.. .Aa6! The indirect attack on the queen 
means White will have to worry about more 
than the kingside attack.
13. h5 Sac8 Perhaps not familiar with 
Tarrasch’s dictum that when a rook pawn 
gets to your fourth rank against your castled 
position, you need to nudge the rook pawn 
forward: 13...h6.
14. c3 Thus, following Tarrasch, White 
should have pushed the pawn, i.e. 14.h6 
g6 15.Jif4 £id4 16.£lxd4 cxd4 17.Sacl b4 
18.^ h2 a4 19.txd5!±.
14.. .b4? Last chance for ...h7-h6.
15. h6 g6 16.?llh2 That gaping hole on f6 
may very well have a white knight land on 
it someday...
16.. .®b6 17.i?Jg4 ®b5 Black had at least 
to try 17...a4.
18.Jkfl bxc3 19.bxc3 ®a4

20.Ah3! The Black forces usually in charge 
of defense of e6 are now flailing around the 
queenside. That bishop is now dangerous for 
potential sacrificial reasons.
20...iUb8 21.®g5? Much better was trying 
to get rid of a key dark-square defender. You 
have to get all your players off the bench and 
into the game. We often forget that it helps

to complete development before move 22. 
Therefore 21.itg5!.
2 1 .. .®d8? Black had one more chance 
to make it a real fight: 21...d4! 22.Be4 c4
23.Jtg2 Jib7 24.814 cxd3 25.ild2 and we 
now have hand-to-hand combat.
22. ©f3? There are times when you have 
to take a pause in your attack and shore up 
the home front. That’s what was needed 
here: 22.4M3! 8b5 23.Sdl 5lc6 24x4 dxc4 
25.dxc4 8b7 26.8e4+.
22.. .®c2! Still in there fighting!
23. d4 Objectively better was 23.4M6+ Jlxf6
24. exf6 8xc3 25.if4 Bb7 26.id6 8xd3 
27.5e3 8d2.
23.. .cxd4 24.cxd4

I 41 I
4 l± i i

i i  A
i i A E3

A t|gfA Jk,
A 1 A
Bj A, 1

24.. .©d3?? It’s still a fight after 24...ftc6 
25.8e3 (Not 25 ,ie3  ®xd4 26.±xd4 ±xg5)
25.. .8a4 26.&f3 &b4.
25.©f4! No queen exchange, thank you.
25.. .5b4 Now, with the queen protecting 
the knight on g5, 25...5lc6 doesn’t work 
because of 26.Ae3.
26.1e3 ± c 4  And now the final assault. 
Ballard is in his element.

41 i #
i

i  i  A
i i A ih

I A I f
M, A

A A

27.®f6+! i x f 6 28.exf6 Sb2 29.ffd6
Everything works.
29.. .®xf6 30.®e7 A queen forking 
knights for a change.
30.. .®h5 31.®xh7! Black resigned due
to major material loss ahead.

The King’s Indian Attack is not for 
the faint hearted. In going through these 
three games, Ballard shines through as a 
dynamic player perfect for Swiss System 
tournaments. He loves his bishops and 
handles the rest of his team very well.
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By GM Sarunas Sulskis

HOW GLEDURA BOLDLY CHARGED SWIERCZ'S KING

I round off my Spring Chess Classic selection with an American on 
the losing side -  unfortunately! Following a sharp early fianchetto in 
the English Opening, the players plunged into a dynamic middlegame. 
Known for his solidity, Swiercz was reluctant to give up a pawn 
as Caruana had done in an earlier game. The second call 
came six moves later, but Swiercz again decided to cling 
stubbornly to his center pawn. In response, Gledura struck 
his opponent’s king hard with the bold 23.4bf6+H and laid 
a long-term siege without asking for even a single pawn in 
return for his audacity. After some hard thinking Swiercz 
devised a clever escape route for his king via f8, only 
to be dealt the further spectacular blow 26.J.e4!! 
by Gledura. Astonished, Swiercz carried on 
resisting the attack, but two sneaky, 
tiger-like moves 28.Sh5! and 
30.Sh6! by White proved 
too heavy a task to 
handle even for the ever /M. I 
tenacious American.

Benjamin Gledura. Spring Chess Classic, St.Louis 2023 Photo by Crystal Fuller

A20
B e n jam in  G ledura 2637
D ariusz  S w ie rcz 2646

Spring Chess Classic - A, St.Louis 2023

l.c4  e5 2.g3 This early fianchetto is 
currently at the height of fashion in the 
English Opening market.
2.. .£lf6 3.Ag2 c6 4.£sf3 Cutting- 
edge strategy. Before Black is able 
to conveniently grab the center with 
...d7-d5, White provokes another pawn 
advance towards his own territory, only to 
undermine it later. 4.d4 exd4 5.®xd4 d5 
for decades used to be the main line.
4.. .e4 5.®d4 ® b6 6 .^b3 a5

I
i i i i

I
i

i %
i

A ■ i
0

A Q 0 A □ A □
H ZhA, f l

7.d3 True to his strategy, White now 
attempts to undermine Black’s presence in 
the center.
7...a4 8 .^3d2 i c 5  9.0-0 e3 Both 
players must still have been in their 
preparation as the line has seen a 
significant input by U.S. players. I am 
mildly surprised that so far nobody has 
essayed the strike 9...iixf2+, when, in 
my humble view, White needs only three 
moves to avoid a lost position out of the 
opening. 10.Bxf2 e3

ll.Sxf6! exd2+ (U...gxf6? 12.^e4!+~) 
12,Sf2D dxclil 13.Bxcl and White is 
slightly better.
10.fxe3 ±xe3+ ll .& h l £)g4 12.®c3

12.. .0-0 There were two ways to greedily
grab the exchange, each of which is 
punishable: 12...4M2+ 13.Bxf2 Jlxf2
14.4ide4 4,c5 15.‘Slxa4± and 12...iixd2 
13.ixd2 ®f2+ 14.§xf2 ®xf2 15.£le4-. 
13.5lde4 d5 14.cxd5 Axel 15.®xcl 5le3 
16.Sf 3 ®xd5 Swiercz seems reluctant to play 
on a pawn down. However, this was actually 
the case in a trailblazing game between 
Wesley So and Fabiano Caruana, played in 
2019 in the very same premises of the Saint 
Louis Chess Club. That sharp battle continued
16.. .6xg2 17.&xg2 ffd8 18.Bg5 f6

19.®xf6+ Sxf6 20,®e4 ®d7 21.Safl &h8 
22.4lxf6 £lxf6 23.e4 ild7 and was later 
drawn by perpetual check on move 36. W.So 
2776 - F.Caruana 2818, Saint Louis 2019. 
17.ffd2

17...® d8 Two years later, Wesley So again 
left his mark on the line, this time as Black 
in a blitz game against Peter Svidler. There 
he chose 17...4id7 and a draw was agreed 
on move 42 in P.Svidler 2714 - W.So 2770, 
Paris 2021.
18.Safl Now the game looks more 
pleasant for White.
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18...£ld7 19.®xd5 cxd5 20.®c3 d4?!
Hardly the best as it allows in the white 
knight. However, there are no easy 
solutions for Swiercz.

An alternative was 20...4tle5, met by 
21.Sf4

A) When he obviously rejected 21...Jie6 as
it loses the a4 pawn. However, White 
loses time and central control while he 
picks it up, e.g. 22.§xa4 (22.^hxa4 g5! 
23.3/6 Sxa4 24.Wxg5+ g6) 22...d4
23.Sxa8 0xa8 24.£ib5 0a4s=f.

B) 21...d4 22.€ld5 transposes into the game. 
21.^d5! ®e5 On 21...®b6 22.®f6+ is 
possible, when 22...gxf6 23.Bxf6 ite6 
24.0h6 allows White a strong attack.

However, in case of the humble
22...A>h8,1 am less sure about the strength 
of White’s attack. For example, 23.Sf4 
gxf6 24.Sh4 Sg8 25.0h6 Sg7 26.Sxf6 ie 6  
27.ile4 0g8 28.0h5 5id7 and Black holds. 
22.Sf4 £lc6? In search ofan easy solution, 
Swiercz underestimates his opponent’s 
resolve and by stubbornly clinging to the 
d4 pawn commits the principal mistake 
of the game. 22...0g5? would have failed 
even quicker but no less spectacularly after 
23.gxf7!! <Sxf7 24.0xg5 ftxg5 25.£ie7+.

22...jte6, leaving the d4 pawn to its 
fate, was a hard solution to come by.
A) 23.®f6+? would be an unlikely 

response, because of 23...gxf6 24.Sh4 
£ig4 25.014 (25.±e4 ®e3 26±xh7+ 
&g7+) 25...f5;

B) 23.5xd4 Ah8! creates the nasty threat 
of ...4!lc6. Then after 24.e4 b5, with the 
white rook stuck on d4 there is still a lot 
of play ahead.

i  i #

a
A A f A  A A

BROADEN YOUR HORIZONS!
THE BLOG OF
GRANDMASTER ALEX COLOVIC

Ranked am ong th e  "B e s t Chess B logs 
on th e  P lane t" since 2016. G rand m a ste r 
A lex  C olovic, P re s id e n t o f  A sso c ia tio n  
o f  Chess P ro fess io na ls  (ACP) fro m  
2019-2023, w r ite s  in s ty le  ab o u t a ll 
aspe c ts  o f  chess. F rom  open ings  to  
endgam es, psycho lo gy  and p ra c tica l 
advice, he p ro v id e s  deep in s ig h t in to  
th e  s e c re ts  o f ou r be loved gam e. V is it, 
read and broaden  yo u r ho rizons

www.alexcolovic.com

A lex  w r ite s  on S ubstack, subscribe  a t 
subs tack .eo m /@ gm alexco lov ic .
He a lso  shares his v iew s  on c u rre n t 
news in v id e o  fo rm a t a t  w w w .you tub e . 
com /@ gm a lexco lov ic .

GM C olov ic  is th e  a u th o r o f  The 
Sinquefield Chess Generation, a book 
th a t  analyzes and exp lo re s  in g re a t 
d e p th  th e  s ty le s  and p re fe re n ce s  o f  
A m e rica 's  to p  young  ta le n t.

23.£lf6+!! A spectacular knight sac, 
exposing the enemy king to a strong attack.
23.. .gxf6 This time Black doesn’t have 
any other choice than to accept the ‘gift’. 
If 23...Ah8 then 24.Sh4 wins on the spot. 
24.Sh4! Gledura has no need to take 
the f6 pawn. In fact it obstructs Black’s 
defensive resource of ...f7-f5.
24.. .5e8 Vacating the flight square for the 
king is the only chance of continuing the 
fight.

24.. .£le5 25.0h6 Be8 26.0xh7+ &f8 
27.0h8+ &e7 28.0xf6+ Ad7 29.Sxd4++-

24.. .0 .5  25.0h6 i f 5  26.1e4 Axe4+ 
(26...±g6 27.±xg6+~) 27.dxe4+- 
25.®h6 f5 The most stubborn. Other 
moves lose more quickly.

25.. .!e6  26.ie4 f5 27.1xf5 ix f5  
28.Sxf5 f6 29.0xh7+ &f8 30.Sg4+-.

Or 25...Ba5 26.Sxf6 ®e5 27.1e4.
Or 25...£le5 26.0xh7+ &f8 27.0h8+ 

Ae7 28.0xf6+ Ad7 29.§xd4++-.
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26.iLe4!l Swiercz must have missed this 
incredible resource when provoking his 
opponent to play 23.ftf6+!.
26.. .5xe4 Relatively best.
26„.0xh4 27,gxh4 fxe4 28,Sgl++-.

26.. .®e5 27.0xh7+ Af8 28.0h8+ &e7 
29.0xe5++-.

26.. .£le7 27.0xh7+ Af8 28.0h6+ Ag8 
29.0h8 mate.

The beauty of Gledura’s idea is best 
revealed by 26...§a5 27.Bg4+!!.
27.dxe4 Sa5 28.1h5! Gledura continues 
with a few clever sneaky moves, which 
illustrate the well-known saying “The threat 
(0xh7+) is stronger than its execution.”
28.. .f6 28...&e5 29.exf5 d3 (29...0d5+ 
30.&gl We4 31.Eg5+ ®3g6 32.f6 We3+
33.skhl We4+ 34.S/3 Wbl+ 35,Ag2+-) 
30.f6 0d5+ 31.Bf3+-

28.. .f4 29.gxf4 !g 4  30.ggl+-
29.ffxh7+ &f8

30.Sh6! Yet another sneaky rook move by 
Gledura! He continues to skilfully increase 
the number of threats until it becomes 
unbearable even for Swiercz, who is famed 
for his tenacity.
30...Se5 30...ie6 31.0h8+ ig 8
32.Bxf6++-.

30.. .51e7 31.Sxf6+ Ae8 32.0h8+ Ad7 
33.Sd6+H—.

30.. .d3 31.Bg6 &e6 32.0h8+ &e7 
33.0xf6+ &d7 34.0xe6++-.
31. ®g6 it?e7 A futile attempt to run away 
from White’s attack, but anyway there was 
no defense. 31...0d6 runs into 32.Sh8+ 
&e7 33.0e8 mate. Or 31...Be8 32.Sh7+-
32. ffxf6+ & A 7  33.ffd6+! &e8 34.Sh8+

Black resigned
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A na tom y of a Chess Set Col lect ion

TOUCHING
HISTORY

Collecting chess sets from different periods is a great way to 
appreciate the rich history of the game and the people who 
have played it. Each set tells a story of a different era and can be 
a reminder of significant events both globally and personally.

-------------------------  By Chuck Grau --------------------------

Chuck Grau is a chess co lle c to r and 
retired attorney. His collection emphasizes 
Soviet chess sets, and he publishes the 
w ebsite  sovietchesssets.com . He founded 
the Facebook group Shakhmatnyye 
Kollektsionery, dedicated to Soviet and 
Late Tsarist chess co llecting, and is an 
adm in is tra to r of th ree o ther Facebook 
chess collecting groups. He is a m em ber 
of Chess C ollectors In ternational 
and has published a rtic le s  on Soviet 
chess sets and h is to ry  in The Chess 
C ollector Magazine and CCI-USA. He 
has collaborated w ith  House of Staunton 
and NOJ Slovenia in the reproduction of 
various h is to rica l sets. He has served 
as the ed ito r of New Ham pshire Chess 
Journal, and as a trustee  of the New 
Ham pshire Chess Association.

Photos from  Chuck Grau Collection.

In his recent book, On The Collecting Of Chess Sets, 
Holger Langer identifies six organizing principles 
for a chess set collection. According to Holger, one 
can organize a collection by:

]  a type or style of set, Staunton pattern sets 
being the most common;

B  the materials used -  wooden sets, ivory sets, or 
plastic sets, for example;

□  the maker or makers -  Jaques, British Chess 
Company, or Calvert among them;

□  geography -  American, British, French,
Eastern European, or Soviet sets;

H  time period -  seventeenth, eighteenth, 
nineteenth, or twentieth century sets; and

□  specialized sets or equipment -  travel sets, sets 
for the blind, chess clocks, and so on.
Flow collectors embrace these principles is 

highly idiosyncratic. My own collection is a good 
example. In this column, we will explore the varied 
dimensions of chess collecting through the prism of 
my collection, supplemented with specimens from 
the collections of others.

I was born not long after the end of the Second 
W orld W ar and came to chess as a player during 
the height of the Cold War. My appreciation for 
chess pieces is very much rooted in this history. I 
collect playing sets. I am particularly interested in 
sets that I played w ith in the 1960s and early 1970s 
and have acquired specimens for my collection. 
The very first set that I owned was a 3.25” plastic 
Lowe’s “Tournament” set that my mother bought 
for me when I was home sick from school. My first 
non'sehool chess club met at the Racine, Wisconsin 
YMCA, where we played with Gallant Knight sets.

Am erican Chess Sets
Not much later I journeyed north to Milwaukee to play in rated 
tournaments -  the Wisconsin Open, the North Central Open, 
and the Western Open. There we played with the iconic Windsor 
Castle chessmen. To my knowledge, Windsor Castle chess pieces 
are the only chess pieces ever to grace the cover of Sports Illustrated, 
where they appeared with Lisa Lane in 1961. The historical record 
is replete with photos of Lane and of Bobby Fischer with Windsor 
Castle sets.

Through the United States Chess Federation’s Chess Life 
magazine and catalogs, I learned of the Drueke Player’s Choice 
set, and then Pacific Game Company’s Cavalier plastic set, and 
ordered them. Specimens of these famous American sets now 
reside in my collection.

Windsor Castle chess pieces.
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A chess set can be more than 
ju s t a game -  i t  can be a w indow 
in to  the past and a source of 
inspiration fo r the fu ture . The 
sets th a t have actually been 
played w ith  hold an even greater 
value, as they have been touched 
and moved by the hands o f 
history. Each mark, scratch, and 
dent can be a rem inder o f the 
battles fought on the board and 
the players who fought them. 
Owning one o f these sets can feel 
like owning a piece o f history, 
and each touch can bring back 
m em ories o f the past.

1960s No. 36 Drueke Player's Choice, acquired from  Lisa Lane. Drueke No. 64 
Grandmaster Board. Solora Clock,
Frank Camaratta's form er tournam ent clock.

Pictured above is a No. 36 Drueke 
Player’s Choice set that I obtained from 
former U.S. Women’s Champion Lisa 
Lane. Introduced in 1965 at the National 
Open in Las Vegas to replace aging armies 
of brittle Windsor Castle Chessmen, 
these well-made pieces quickly became 
popular. Bobby Fischer’s 1971 Candidates 
Match with Mark Taimanov was played 
with Player’s Choice pieces. Their 
dominance was short-lived, as they soon 
faced competition from Pacific Game 
Company’s Cavalier plastic chess pieces 
and were displaced as the go-to set of 
American clubs and tournaments by the 
ubiquitous “Club Set,” a Lardy knock-off 
first introduced by Adult Leisure Products 
Corporation in 1964.

My play in American events with 
American sets fueled my later collecting 
interest in all these sets, broadening to 
include other American playing sets of 
significance -  American Chess Company 
sets circa 1900, the W.T. Pinney sets of 
the 1940s and 1950s, and the Steiner sets 
of the 1960s and used in the Piatigorsky 
tournaments. For these reasons, 
American tournament sets of the 20th 
century comprise one major group of my 
collection. I describe them as “Iconic Sets 
of the American Chessboard.’’

American Chess 
Company chess 

pieces, circa 1900.

My friend, mentor, and perennial 
Racine City Champion, Wally Teubner 
owned a beautiful wooden Lardy set that 
we often played on. At the University of 
Wisconsin, where I ran the chess program 
for several years in the early 1970s, we 
played with the already ubiquitous plastic 
club set, its many iterations plastic copies 
of a wooden Lardy design.

Early 1940s W.T. Pinney Club chess pieces. Unweighted fo r wartim e.
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Soviet Chess Sets
My blossoming interest in chess coincided with the height of Soviet 
domination of the sport, and the drama of Bobby Fischer’s challenge 
to it. My junior high school library subscribed to Chess Review, which 
I devoured for stories and games of Fischer, Botvinnik, Smyslov, 
Petrosian, Tal, and Sp assky, as well as other American stars -  S ammy 
Reshevsky, William Lombardy, Robert Byrne, lisa  Lane, and others. 
My fascination with Soviet chess was in some ways ironic, as not 
long before we were being taught in school to duck and cover in 
anticipation of nuclear war, a terrible possibility made very real by

the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. I imagine that my interest in Soviet 
chess sets and chess history may be my way of working through my 
childhood anxieties about nuclear war, but such ruminations are 
perhaps best left to psychoanalysis.

Soviet chess sets have become the primary focus of my 
collection, an avenue for exploring the history of Soviet chess 
and its role in establishing the ideological hegemony of the 
Soviet state. I have begun to explore them systematically in my 
website sovietchesssets.com and Facebook group, Shakhmatnyye 
Kollektsionery, which as of this writing has 3,000 members. Here 
are a few of the Soviet sets in my collection.

The first Soviet set pictured below has come to 
be known as the Botvimik-Flohr II set because 
sets in this design were used in the famous 1935 
Second Moscow International Tournament 
where Botvinnik and Flohr shared 
first place among an illustrious field 
The “II” distinguishes the design 
from that of the set used in their 
1933 match. The design evolved and 
remained a workhorse of high-level 
Soviet chess for decades, its last 
major iteration being used in the 
1956 Moscow Olympiad and Bobby 
Fischer’s famous blitz matches at the 
Moscow Chess Club in 1958. World 
champions who played with one 
version or another include Lasker, 
Capablanca, Euwe, Botvinnik,
Smyslov, Tal, Petrosian, Spassky,
Fischer, and Karpov. I have yet to see 
a photo of Kasparov playing with it, 
but it would not surprise me to find one. From a 
design perspective, the set incorporated several 
elements of Modernism and broke with various 
conventions of traditional Staunton design, 
thereby reflecting the Soviet conception of art as 
a tool of politics. The pictured set was made by a 
Leningrad artel named Prometheus. Artels were 
collectives of artisans, recognized under Soviet 
law, that shared costs and revenues and exhibited 
a great deal of creativity in their designs.

The next Soviet set was bom  of the need to provide pieces to the hundreds of 
thousands of new players Nikolay Krylenko’s program of Political Chess brought 
to the game. The design is elegant, but quite simplified to facilitate its quick 
and economical mass production by a semi-skilled work force. The design first

appeared in the late 1930s and 
was produced in a Gulag by 
children. Ithascometo be known 
by collectors as the Mordovian 
design as the most attractive 
versions were produced in 
Mordovian prison camps after 
W orld W ar II. Later versions, 
like the one used in the climactic 
Moscow tournament in the 
fictional television series Queen’s 
Gambit, were manufactured in 
factories by wage laborers.

Late 1930s 
Gulag-made 
chess pieces.

1952 Mordovian 
chess pieces.

Mid-1950s Botvinnik-F lohr II chess pieces.

The pictured pieces, of second quality, 
were made in Berezovsky Children’s Penal 
Colony in Siberia, close to Krasnoyarsk. It 
is not surprising that Soviet Authorities 
turned to Gulags to manufacture the 
large number of sets needed for the 
exponentially expanding numbers of 
players. The old Artel system simply 
could not come close to supplying the 
numbers needed. Pieces in this style were 
produced from the late 1930s to the end 
of the Soviet Union, and it is safe to say 
they are the most numerous of any Soviet 
wooden set design.
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My collection also includes smaller groups of Latin American, W estern European, 
and Eastern European playing sets. My interest in them stems from my family’s roots 
in Germany and Slovakia, the Olympiads and 
Interzonals held in those regions, and my namesake 
Roberto Grau, for many years the Argentine 
champion and an organizer of the fateful 1939 
Buenos Aires Olympiad.

This, then, is an overview of my chess set 
collection and the thinking behind its composition.
As you can see, w hat I collect is very much a 
function of my personal history and experience. In 
future columns, I will explore various sets in their 
historical and cultural contexts and discuss issues 
that confront every collector: deciding a focus, 
establishing provenance, restoration, reproduction, 
display and storage, and beyond.

Magistral 1939 Olimpico chess pieces. 
They are made from  a phenol-formaldehyde plastic.

I have an odd connection to the sets produced in the Mordovian prison camps. While in 
law school, I became familiar w ith the writings of a Bolshevik legal scholar by the name 
of Pashukanis. Several years after I graduated, I was working at the American Judicature 
Society in Chicago when a delegation of the Soviet Supreme Court, led by its Chief Justice, 
Mr. Chairman Lev Smirnov, paid us a visit as part of a tour organized by then U.S. Chief 
Justice Warren Burger. Smirnov was well-decorated, having been awarded the Order of 
Lenin, the Order of the October 
Revolution, the Red Banner of 
Labor, and other honorifics I 
no longer remember. He made 
his fame as the Soviets’ Deputy 
Prosecutor at the Nuremburg 
war crime trials, but ascended 
to the pinnacle of the Soviet 
judiciary in no small measure 
by having presided over the 
1966 show trial of two famous 
Soviet dissidents, Andrei 
Sinyavsky and Yuli Daniel, 
who were prosecuted for satire 
they had authored. Despite 
my junior status, I begged 
to be included in the tea my 
superiors were hosting in the 
Soviets’ honor. I sat next to the friendly KGB officer accompanying the Soviet justices. I 
surmised he was KGB because he wasn’t introduced, said nothing, looked ominous, and 
wore white socks. W e each got to speak with Mr. Chairman Smirnov in order of seniority, 
so I naturally spoke dead last. The conversation had focused on mundane matters of 
judicial administration, and Mr. Chairman Smirnov was drifting off as I stepped to the 
plate. At the mention of Pashukanis’s name, Smirnov rose from the dead like Lazarus, and 
regaled us with tales of the old Bolshevik, who had been one of his law school professors. 
Pashukanis was an ally of Nikolay Krylenko, who we know as the father of Soviet Chess. 
But Krylenko’s day job was Chief Prosecutor of the Soviet LTnion, in which capacity he had 
staged more than a few show trials himself, sending many unfortunates to the Gulag or 
the executioner. Throughout the early and mid-1930s, Pashukanis and Krylenko battled 
Andrei Vyshinsky over the nature of Soviet criminal law, a matter of great importance 
to Stalin. Vyshinsky won the argument and went on to ascend the heights of the Soviet 
power structure. Pashukanis and Krylenko were shot. Like Vyshinsky, Smirnov was 
a survivor. He convicted Sinyavsky and David and banished them to a prison camp in 
Mordovia. Perhaps they made some of these chess sets there or knew those who did.

Olympic Chess Sets

A fourth example of Soviet design 
is the “Tal” set, so named because it 
appears on the cover of the former W orld 
Champion’s autobiography The Life And 
Games Of Mikhail Tal. The book’s cover bears 
a photo of Tal contemplating his position 

after Black’s 32nd move in 
his game w ith Krogius, 
played in the 30th Soviet 
Championship in Yerevan 
in 1962, a Ruy Lopez won 
by Tal. The design first 
appeared in a 1940friendship 
match between Estonia 
and Latvia, held in Tallinn 
before the annexation, but 
in an evolved form it soon 
became a staple of major 
Soviet tournaments held 
in and around Georgia 
SSR. Pictured below is the 
version used in the 1959 
Soviet Championship held 
in Tbilisi, Georgia.

The Tal set is a good example of what 
collectors call “Soviet Stauntons.” Among 
the typically Soviet design elements 
of Soviet Stauntons are the opposite 
colors of the king, queen, and bishop 
finials (here much of the black paint has 
worn off the bishop and queen finials); 
the modification of the king’s cross to 
one not quite recognized by Christian 
iconography; and, w ith one notable 
exception, a knight not patterned after the 
Elgin Marbles. Among the features that 
distinguish the Tal set are the hefty wide 
and tall bases; the thick rook towers; the 
crisply carved angled merlons; the squat 
pawns; and the jaunty knights, which 
appear to lean backwards w ith their 
heads tilted upward. The traditional and 
idiosyncratic ally Soviet elements of Soviet 
Stauntons are illustrated above.

1959 Tal chess pieces.
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ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF POPULAR OPENING LINES

BOTVINNIK'S APPROACH 
TO THE CARLSBAD
One of the most important contributors to the development 
of this popular variation in the QGD was certainly the 
legendary world champion Mikhail Botvinnik. His paramount 
work is almost fundamental in studying openings and early 
middlegame play, having been employed by a large number of 
his students, as well as generations of the present day.

■ By Patrick McCartney --------------------------------------------

American Chess Magazine 
issue 30, we explained the 
origin and significance 
of the Carlsbad Pawn 

Structure. With the passing of time, 
different approaches have been adopted in 
order to break through Black’s solid setup.

Here, we are going to look at White’s 
other popular approach to the Carlsbad 
pawn structure. After the introductory 
moves l.d4  5lf6 2.c4 e6 3.£sc3 d5
4.cxd5 exd5 5.1g5  l e 7  6.e3 0-0 7.±d3  
^bd7 8.f fc 2 S e8

...we had seen in previously presented 
games White play 4bf3 and 0-0, Black play 
...c6 and ...€if8, and then White attempt 
the minority attack. We saw that Black 
can counter with a kingside attack or by 
plugging up the queenside and trying to

get his knight to the c4 outpost. A lot of 
this was made possible due to the fairly 
slow nature of the minority attack.

THE BOTVINNIK  
PAWN CENTER
In his prime, Botvinnik popularized 
another approach, which can be viewed as 
being more aggressive than the minority 
attack. He was by no means the inventor 
of this approach, but it was seen far less 
frequently until Botvinnik’s success with 
it, and later, when Kasparov, a student of 
Botvinnik’s, used the idea to good effect. 
The idea is for White to expand in the 
center rather than on the queenside. He 
will develop his knight on e2 rather than 
f3, and look to play f2-f3 and e3-e4.

W hen W hite  ach ieves th e  m ove e 3 -e4 , 
th e re  a re  fo u r  po ss ib le  paw n s tru c tu re s  
th a t can be reached:
1) If B la ck  ca p tu re s  on e4, and W hite  
re c a p tu re s  w ith  h is  f-p a w n , W hite  
re m a in s  w ith  hang ing pawns.
2) If B la ck  ca p tu re s  on e4, and W hite  
re c a p tu re s  w ith  a piece, W h ite  rem a ins  
w ith  an iso la ted  queen pawn.
3) If B la ck  does no t c ap tu re  on e4, and 
W hite  advances h is  e -p a w n , W hite  
ob ta ins  an advanced center, and o ften  
a b lockade, s im ila r  to  th a t seen aga inst 
th e  F rench Defense.
A) If B la ck  does no t ca p tu re  on e4, and 
W hite  tra d e s  paw ns on d5, th en  the  
ba lanced paw n c e n te r a rise s  w ith  bo th 
s ides  having b locked, opposing  iso la ted  
queen paw ns.

P a tr ic k  M cC artney  is a Candidate 
Master, coach and w r ite r  from  
N orth  Carolina. For th ree  and a 
ha lf yea rs he has w ritte n  a chess 
co lum n fo r the blog o f h is loca l 
chess club in C harlo tte . Outside of 
chess, Patrick is also a S ilver Life 
M aster in the American Contract 
Bridge League (ACBL) and spends 
the m ajority of his spare tim e 
in com petitive activities such as 
fantasy sports and casino gambling, 
a ll of th is w hile w orking as a Quality 
Assurance Analyst fo r a m ajor bank.

T h e  H a n g in g  P a w n s

In our first game, we 
successfully make use

will see Botvinnik 
of hanging pawns.

D 3 6
M ikha il B o tv in n ik
Paul Keres

Soviet Championship, Moscow 1952

Let’s continue from the above diagram.

9.?lge2 It should be noted that after this 
move the minority attack is still playable, 
as placing the knight on e2 rather than 
f3 contains some hidden possibilities 
that may escape Black’s attention. You 
may recall the game Euwe - Rubinstein 
where Black had quickly expanded on the 
kingside. We see now that the knight being 
on f3 gave away White’s plan. He couldn’t 
set up the Botvinnik pawn center because 
the knight was blocking the f-pawn. Here, 
with the knight on e2 instead of f3, the fact 
that White has not committed to just one 
approach may force Black to play a few 
non-committal moves while waiting to 
see what White does, which in turn can 
slow down his attack. This “problem” (if 
it really is a problem) for Black has caused 
a few players to take a slightly different 
approach to the Queen’s Gambit Declined. 
Some will begin by playing l.d4 4bf6 2x4 
e6 and if 3.4bc3 they’ll play the Nimzo- 
Indian, specifically to avoid this line we 
have right now, and only play 3...d5 if 
White commits to 3.4bf3, removing this 
veiy possibility of White setting up the 
Botvinnik pawn center. That alone should 
say a lot about Botvinnik’s approach, that 
it has caused many players playing Black 
to think carefully and tackle this opening 
differently!
9...^ f8 10.0-0 c6 11.S a b i Oh, so we
have the minority attack coming, right?

8 4  AMERICAN CHESS MAGAZINE #33 • 2023



B O T V I N N I K ' S  A P P R O A C H

Mikhail Botvinnik Caricature byJovan Prokopljevic

l l . . . l d 6 1 2 .^ h l  ®g6

A A

A E

± f  I #
A A

A
A A
Q

M A
4 }A A

13.f3 Nope! Try again! Now we see 
Botvinnik’s intentions. He is looking to 
expand in the center with the move e3-e4.
13.. .Jie7 14.lib el White relocates his 
rook to the e-file. The e-file and f-file are 
typically the best files for the rooks when 
going for the central attack.
14.. .^d7 15.1xe7 !xe7  16.£lg3 £tf6 
17.®f2 i e 6 18.^f5 ±xf5 19 .ix f5  ®b6

White is now ready to 
expand in the center.
20.e4 dxe4 21.fxe4 After 
the trade on e4, White is 
left with hanging pawns in 
the center, which can often 
be a double-edged sword. 
However, close analysis 
in this case shows that 
Black’s pieces are poorly 
placed to break up White’s 
center. In fact, Black has 
to watch out or else White 
will voluntarily advance his 
hanging pawns! With total 
domination of the center 
and Black having less space 
to maneuver, White has a 
clear advantage.
2 1 ...!d8 22.e5 This same 
game was covered by Pete 
Tamburro in his column 
of the December 2021 
edition of British Chess 
Magazine. He makes an 
important point here, 
stating that White is “Not 
only chasing the knight off 

the f-file, this is also a vacating move so 
the white knight can enter e4 with awful 
consequences for Black.”
22.. .£ld5 23.£le4 With White’s
significant space advantage, he has no 
interest in trading pieces.
23.. .^ f8  24 .^ d6 ® c7 25 .1e4  £le6 
26.®h4 g6 27.j|,xd5 After forcing 
Black to have to defend f7 and h7, White 
now proceeds to weaken Black’s pawn 
structure...
27.. .cxd5 2 8 .! c l  ...and then take over 
the newly opened file. Black has nothing 
to counter this, and is completely lost at 
this point.
28.. .®d7 2 9 .!c3  ! f 8

1
i i  1 i A

f  A
A A
A

& A A
A A w A

30.£lf5 Now tactics take over. The knight 
is taboo. It should also be noted that 
Tamburro points out in his article that “If 
Botvinnik mshes with 30.!h3 then 30...f5 
gives Keres some hope of surviving as en

passant would lose the knight. Instead, 
Botvinnik shatters the dream with a 
devastating knight move. Keres could 
have resigned here.”
30.. .! fe8  30...gxf5?? 31.Bg3+ &g7
32.®f6 and mate cannot be stopped.
31.®h6+ ^>f8 32.®f6 ®g7 33 .!cf3  
! c 8 34.?lxf7 Black’s position falls apart.
34.. .!e 6  35.®g5 £sf5 Attempting to 
block the file doesn’t work. But then, of 
course, it’s not like Black has a legitimate 
line of defense.
36.£sh6 ®g7 37.g4 Botvinnik’s
well-timed e3-e4 advance gave him a 
dominating position.

99
The idea is for White 
to expand in the center 
rather than on the 
queenside. He will develop 
his knight on e2 rather 
than f3, and look to play 
f2-f3 and e3-e4.

T h e  A d v a n c e d  C e n te r

In the next game, we will see Botvinnik 
exploit the advanced center.

D36
M ikha il B o tv in n ik  
B e n t Larsen

Noordwijk, 1965

l.c4  e6 2.£lc3 d5 3.d4 ?if6 4.cxd5 exd5 
5 .1g5  c6 6.e3 l e 7  7.®c2 0-0 8 .id 3  
®bd7 9.£lge2 h6 10.1h4 ! e 8 l l .f3

I  Jl W I  #
A A % 1 A A

A ^  A
A
A A

ih A A A
A A f th A A

We once again see Botvinnik beginning 
the process of executing the Botvinnik 
Pawn Center. Of course, White is not 
intending to play e3-e4 immediately.
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For starters, before opening up and 
expanding in the center, White needs 
to get his king castled, amongst other 
things.
11...C5 12.0-0 a6 13.Sadl b5 14.1f2  
c4 1 5 .if5  ®b6 16.£lg3 l f 8  17.a3 l b 7

1 f l
i i
% i

i i M,
i  A

A A A E3
0 I f A A

White has the e4 square well covered by 
the f-pawn, as well as by both his knights, 
queen, and light-squared bishop. The d4 
pawn is well protected by the rook on dl 
and the bishop on f2. The last thing White 
must consider is that bishop on f5. Black 
can play ...g7-g6 in response to e3-e4, 
which would deflect the bishop away 
from guarding e4, but given the fact that 
the bishop has an escape route, and that 
the e4 square is still well guarded even 
without the participation of the bishop on 
f5, we can conclude that White is ready 
for the e3-e4 break.
18.e4 g6 Unlike the previous game, 
trading on e4 here is significantly worse 
for Black than the game move. In fact,
18...dxe4? is likely losing outright. 
After 19.fxe4, there are tactics looming 
everywhere for White that would make it 
hard for Black to move.
A) For example, after 19...g6, White can 

play 20.iLxg6! fxg6 21.e5 and, with 
both the knight and g-pawn hanging, 
Black would likely have to return the 
material as allowing a queen intrusion 
on g6 would be fatal.

B) In addition, even moves such as
19...®e7 lead to issues for Black. White 
can respond with the straightforward 
20.e5, but one must also consider loose 
pieces. White can also play 20.3del 
with ideas involving 21.d5!. The game 
move is considered Black’s best, but 
White’s position is still advantageous.

19.1h3 a5 20.e5 White goes with 
the advanced center. The central pawn 
structure resembles a position similar to 
that seen in the French Defense, but there 
are a couple of differences.

The first is that there is no black 
pawn on e6, which gives Black an open 
diagonal for his bishop, and we will see

the light-squared bishops traded off 
within the next 10 moves. Flowever, on 
the plus side for White, the tension that 
usually occurs between the black c-pawn 
and white d-pawn has been relieved as 
Black has already advanced ...c5-c4.

The most significant factor in the 
position is White’s space advantage, and 
notice that no pieces, and only one set of 
pawns, have been traded off yet, making 
it difficult for Black to maneuver his 
pieces around.
20.. .b4 21.5ice2 £lh7? This move, 
however, is a mistake and allows White 
a winning advantage. Better is 21...J.C6, 
which limits White to a small advantage, 
the point being that 22.exf6? can be 
answered by 22...Jta4 with equality. 
22.f4 J,c6 23 .S a l 23.§del was even 
stronger.
23.. .± a 4  24 .® b l f5 25.axb4 axb4

Now White goes for the breakthrough with 
a piece sacrifice.
26.£lxf5! gxf5 27.1,xf5 ffe7  28.£)g3 
l d 7  2 9 .ix d 7  ®xd7 30.ffg6+ ®g7 
31.®c6 Sxal 32.Sxal fff7

I ±
41
i

i  A
i  1 A A

/A
A 1

H.J
A A

33.Sa7 £)xe5 Black returns the piece, 
but it might have been better to be more 
stubborn and play 33...€lb8, when White 
has an advantage after 34.Sa4, but still has 
work to do to convert the full point. The 
game move might as well be a plea of no 
contest.
34.dxe5 ® e6 35.ffxe6+ Sxe6 36.£lf5 
Sc6 37.& fl c3 38.bxc3 bxc3 39.1e3  
i c 5  40.Axc5 S xc5 41 .S a l &f8 
42.&e2 £le6 43.g3 h5

44.^>d3 White has the two passed pawns 
well under control.
44...d4 45.£)d6 Sc7 46.£le4 &h7 47.f5 
£id8 48.^f6+ &h6 49.®d5 Sb7 50.e6 
£)c6 51.Sa6 £se5+ 52.&xd4 Black
resigned as he cannot stop both of White’s 
threats, namely e7+ and capture of the 
c-pawn.

T h e  Is o la te d  Q ueen 's  P a w n

In the following game, we will see 
Kasparov, a student of Botvinnik’s, 
successfully bring about the isolated 
queen pawn, resulting from a capture on 
e4 and recapturing with a piece. The way 
in which the game reaches a Carlsbad 
pawn structure may therefore be slightly 
different from a traditional path. It will 
result from White playing to completely 
prevent the ...c6-c5 pawn break, and in 
essence isolate the light-squared bishop 
to the point where it will be deemed 
completely ineffective, then White will 
be ready to change gear and win by 
means of tactics.

D55
G arry K aspa rov 2715
R o b e rt H uebner 2605

Flamburg, 1985

l.d 4  £lf6 2.c4 e6 3.&f3 d5 4.®c3 i e 7  
5 .ig 5  0-0 6.®c2 £)e4 7.1xe7 ffxe7  
8.e3 £)xc3 9.@xc3

So here we have a common problem for
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Black in the Queen’s Gambit Declined. 
In this game, White has not traded on d5, 
or at least not yet. This trade would free 
Black’s light-squared bishop, and his 
subsequent plan would be fairly simple 
to figure out. Execution of it may not be 
so simple, but with the c8-h3 diagonal 
open, Black will eventually develop his 
bishop along that diagonal.

But here Black has a dilemma. He 
does not want to take on c4 because 
White has not yet moved his bishop from 
fl. Typically, Black wants to wait for 
White to move that bishop before trading 
on c4. Combine this with the lack of a 
trade on d5, and having his own pawn 
still sitting on e6, leads Black having 
to make a very difficult decision. He is 
running out of non-committal moves.
9.. .b6 Black decides to fianchetto the 
bishop, but thereby allows a move for 
White that takes advantage of this pawn 
push.
10. cxd5 This is a fairly well-known 
idea. White trades on d5 before Black is 
able to recapture with the bishop, which 
would be possible if White waited just 
one more move to do so, and the black 
bishop was already on b7.
10.. .exd5 So now, with ...b7-b6 played 
and the c6 square weakened, Black 
would like to play the move ...c7-c5, 
which would give Black, on the 
queenside, what White typically faces 
in the Botvinnik pawn center. If it were 
Black’s move right now, and he played 
...c7-c5, you could visualise a capture 
occur on c5, which would in turn lead 
to either hanging pawns or an isolated 
queen pawn, depending on how Black 
recaptured. Alternatively if White did 
not capture on c5 then Black could 
advance ...c5-c4, or trade on d4, which 
would lead to the balanced pawn center 
if White takes back with the e-pawn or 
else an isolated queen pawn position 
if he captures on d4 with his knight or 
queen.

White has no intention of allowing 
such play for Black, and so Kasparov’s 
next move makes a lot of sense.
11. b4 White prevents the ...c7-c5 push 
by Black, but since leaving the pawn 
on c7 will simply result in weak light 
squares, combined with the c-pawn 
being a sitting duck, Black’s next move 
is virtually forced, either now or within 
the next move or two.
11.. .C6 And now we see the Carlsbad 
pawn structure on the board. In this case, 
the minority attack would be useless. With

B O T V I N N I K ' S  A P P R O A C H

the b-pawn already on b6, playing for 
b4-b5 would merely allow Black to by­
pass and play ...c6-c5. White’s main 
goal here is to prevent this advance, and 
force Black to maintain a passive bishop. 
Therefore, White will need to find the 
right time to execute Botvinnik’s idea in 
the center. There is a white knight on f3 so 
he may need to move it at some point to 
promote the f2-f3 push and set up e3-e4.

However, we will see in this game 
that while that might be necessary in 
order to establish hanging pawns in the 
center, the preliminary f2-f3 push is not 
always necessary if White plans to take 
back on e4 with a piece, thereby creating 
the isolated queen pawn scenario, as is 
the case in this game.

99
With the h-pawn already 
on b6, playing for b4-b5 
would merely allow Black 
to hy-pass and play 
...c6-c5. White’s main 
goal here is to prevent 
this advance, and force 
Black to maintain a 
passive bishop.

12.Scl i b 7  1 3 .id 3  ®d7

14.Sbl This move continues to prevent 
...c6-c5 tactically, due to the loose bishop 
on b7.
14.. .ffd8 15.0-0 a5 16.a3 axb4 17.axb4
Black was able to open the a-file for his 
rook, but White has maintained his grip 
on c5.
17.. .g6 18.®d2 White is preparing the 
e3-e4 break.
18.. .1.e7

I #
M i  i

i  i i
i
an A &
ih a a a

19. e4 We see here that White advances the 
e-pawn without playing f3. In fact 19.f3 
was not possible now as the e-pawn would 
hang with check, and moves like 19.§fel 
are too slow. So White accepts the isolated 
queen pawn if Black chooses to capture on 
e4 immediately. In return, White maintains 
his grip on c5, leaving the bishop on b7 
passive. It can’t simply move away to an 
open diagonal right now as the c-pawn 
would merely hang.
19.. .dxe4 Black takes the e-pawn, creating 
the isolated queen pawn scenario.
20. Axe4 The correct piece with which to 
recapture, exerting additional pressure and 
a pin on the c6 pawn.

Taking with the knight would be a 
mistake as 20.€lxe4 allows the break
20.. .c5!, opening up the bishop on b7 and 
releasing himself from White’s grip on c5 
tactically, because the knight on e4 would 
be hanging, thereby allowing Black to 
equalize.
20.. .1 .c 8  21 .1 fe l Once again, posing 
a threat (this time 22,J,xg6), and forcing 
Black to react.
21.. .ffd8 22.®c4 £lf6 23.133 £ld5
24.®d2

24.. .11a6 24...c5? still fails, this time 
to 25.dxc5 bxc5 26.b5 and Black has a 
hard time making a move. For example,
26.. .5e8 would allow White to deflect the 
queen away from d5 via 27.Bxe8+ ®xe8 
and the knight falls.

Instead, Black would be forced to make 
a move like 26...Sb8 when White can 
continue the attack with 27.Sbdl.
25.l$le5 ilb5  The black bishop may now
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be in front of the pawn, but notice that it 
is still not hitting anything and the fl-a6 
diagonal is an easy diagonal for White to 
work around in this position.
26.S ee l ffd 6 27.h4 Sfd 8 28.h5 ®e7 
29.Sel Sc7 30.1g4 ®d5 31.hxg6

I
I i

4  i m A
4 □

A A A

I
B A Al

Black has been under intense pressure all 
game and here he finally cracks. He had to 
play 31...fxg6, with a small advantage for 
White, but there is nothing concrete to say 
that Black is losing.

After the game move, Black will have 
problems down the h-file. White can 
transfer his heavy pieces over to the h-file 
a lot faster than Black can.
31.. .hxg6?? 32.Sb3 f5 3 3 . id l  Sg7
33.. .5 .7  doesn’t help. After 34.Sg3, Black 
will need to do something about the g6 
pawn, which will mean either the rook goes 
back to g7, relinquishing the h-file, or allow 
other problems to occur. For example, after
34.. .€le7, White has 35.®a2+.
34.Sh3 ffxb4

The bishop covers e2 and the knight covers 
e3. White cannot protect his rook, and 
therefore must trade queens, right?
35.®h6!! No! White gives up the rook on 
el! This is actually a hard move to find. 
Sure, the mate threat is easy to see, and 
so the bishop on dl is safe. The important 
factors are seeing that the king is totally 
safe on h2, and that White has a follow up 
to the black king running away, since he’ll 
be down a full rook for the time being. 
35...®xel+ 36.it?h2 it?f8 The only move 
to avoid mate.
37.£lxg6+ &g8 37...&f7 38.<Sle5+ &f8

39.§g3 is also winning for White.
38.ffh8+ &f7 39.ffxd8 and Black 
resigned.
Let’s consider Black’s possible moves 
here.
A) 39...'&xg6 loses immediately after

40.J.h5+ followed by 41.M7 mate.
B) 39...Sxg6 also leads to mate after 

40.Sh7+ Sg7 41.ih5+ &e6 42.Sh6+ Bg6 
43.5xg6+ &f7 44.Sh6+ &g7 45.ffh8 
mate.

C) 39...Be8 40.£ie5+ &f8 41.Sh8+ and 
the black queen falls.

An absolute gem by one of the best players 
of all time!

T h e  B a la n c e d  P a w n  C e n te r

In the next game, we will see the legendary 
eight-time U.S. Champion Samuel 
Reshevsky execute a successful attack 
with the balanced pawn centre.

D35
Sam uel R eshevsky 
A lb e r t S im onson

USA Championship, New York 1951

l.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.£sc3 £sf6 4.cxd5 exd5
5.±g5 £lbd7 6.e3 c6 7 .id 3  l d 6 Here, 
we will see Black trying to adopt a more 
aggressive approach compared to the main 
lines. He immediately places the bishop 
on a more active diagonal at the cost of 
keeping the f6 knight in a pin.
8.®ge2 h6 9 .1h 4  g5 1 0 .ig 3  l e 7

Now we see what Black’s idea was. He is 
willing to weaken his kingside and follow 
up by retreating his bishop in order to avoid 
the trade of his good bishop, a trade often 
made on the e7 square in this opening. The 
problem with this idea though is that it 
creates a hook for White on the kingside -  
of which he immediately takes advantage.
11. h4 Already we see a threat. White 
threatens to win the g-pawn due to the

resulting pin of the h-pawn because of the 
unprotected rook on h8. Black could move 
the knight, to allow the bishop to cover g5, 
but then Black has a very weak isolated 
h-pawn that can become a long-term 
problem. Castling kingside at this point 
would be extremely risky without first 
bringing more pieces to the kingside to 
account for the weakened pawn structure 
on that side of the board, and therefore 
Black has little choice but to move the 
rook, eliminating the possibility of castling 
kingside. As it turns out, we will see the 
black king remain in the center for the 
entire game.
11.. .5 .8  12.hxg5 hxg5 13.ffc2 £lf8
14.0-0-0 Given his control of the open 
h-file, White decides to castle queenside, 
unlike the other three games we’ve looked 
at thus far with Botvinnik’s pawn center.
14.. .^.e6 15.f3 We see the start of 
Botvinnik’s idea.
15.. .b5

I
i

4 1
i

i 4 . 4
i i i

A
M A A H

A A t I A

As Black cannot castle kingside. with 
the text move, he declares his intention 
to keep his king in the center rather than 
castle queenside. So, if the black king is 
going to remain in the center, why not try 
to attack its white counterpart? That said, 
while there is the old adage “An attack on 
the flank is best met by a reaction in the 
center”, I cannot say I have ever heard it 
be said the other way around!
16.& bl ffb 6 17 .Scl a5 18.e4 We 
finally see the pawn break by White. If 
Black were to trade pawns right now, 
White would have the choice between the 
hanging pawns center by recapturing with 
the pawn, or going for the isolated queen 
pawn center by taking with the c3 knight 
and seeking to take advantage of Black’s 
severely weakened c6 pawn.
18...&g6 Black does not take on e4, 
allowing White the other two options that 
we discussed earlier.
19.exd5 White goes for the balanced pawn 
center on the basis that taking twice with a 
piece on d5 fails tactically for Black. Had 
it worked, and Black were to do that, we’d
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have another version of the isolated queen 
pawn center.
19...®xd5 20.®xd5

I #  I
A  A

i A  A
i  i A

&
A A i

A |

20...cxd5 This move is forced, leading 
to the balanced pawn center. As Robert 
Leininger states in his book Middlegame 
Strategy with the Carlsbad Pawn 
Structure, after 20...jLxd5 21.®c3
Ifxdd 22,®xd5 05015 23.0xc6+ Wxc6 
24.Sxc6 b4 25.§el, “White’s position is 
overwhelming.” I have to say that I agree 
with him. Taking the analysis further, 
after 25...&f8 26.Sc7 i f 6  27 .tc4  &h8 
28.f4 &g7 29.fxg5 !xg5  30.gc5 t f6  
31.Sf5 Sgc8 32.±d5 Sa7 33,Sefl Bd8
34.Jtc4 J.d4 35.Slf4, Black’s position is 
about to fall apart.
21.£lc3 b4 22.®b5 <&f8 23.®c7 Sd8 
24.S ee l £ lf4 Again, as Robert Leininger 
points out, White was threatening to win a 
piece by 25.®xe6+ fxe6 26.j|xg6+.
25.±xf4 gxf4 26.&xe6+ fxe6

These last two trades that White initiated 
have resulted in Black being left with a 
backward e-pawn. Now one could argue 
that this is similar to the backward pawn 
in the minority attack but that is not the 
case here. As many books have mentioned, 
there is a concept known as the theory of 
two weaknesses. In the minority attack, 
Black’s backward pawn on c6 is often his 
only weakness, and is why he can usually 
maintain equality in those lines.

Here, on the other hand, Black has 
many weaknesses across the board. The f4 
pawn is slightly weak because the e-pawn 
cannot get to e5 to guard it. That said, there

Here we have a slightly unusual 
scenario in that Black has expanded 
quickly on the queenside -  but this 
doesn’t work out very well for him.
15.e4 b4 16.£sa4 dxe4 17.fxe4 
Here we have the hanging pawns 
center. Watch out though, we will see 
these pawns advance fairly rapidly in 
this game.
17...®g4 18 .± g l i g 5  19.®c5 
&xc5 20.ffxc5 ffc7

Mikhail Botvinnik

is one other glaring weakness in Black’s 
position. It’s his king! It is probably safe 
to say that Black’s position is already lost, 
and we will see here that it doesn’t take 
long for White to execute his attack. 
27.Sh6 Rd6 28.ffc8+ ffd8 29 .ffc l 
l g 5  30.Shxe6 Sxe6 31.Sxe6 <&f7 
32.Se5 Se8 33.Sf5+ &g7 34.®c6 
S el+  35.&C2 ffe7  36.Sxd5 Se2+ 
37.li?b3 White’s king is safe where it is. 
Black’s is not. White is up two pawns, and 
Black’s pieces are being overworked just 
simply protecting each other. There is also 
the looming threat of 38.Bd7, winning the 
queen. So Black resigned.

I  I #
A A

A A
A w A

A A A %
M,

A A th A A
1 1 n *

2 lA c 4  Hitting f7 and forcing Black 
to guard the pawn passively, taking the 
pressure off the hanging pawns.
2 1 ...gf8 21...$lf6 is not an improvement. 
After 22.4lg3 ^h8, White can play 23.e5! 
with a clear advantage.
22.fff5 £lf6 23.&f4 c5 24.d5 ±xf4  
25.Sxf4 ^Id7 26.Sdl

I w I  #
A % A  A  A

A f t  A
A  A A

A
E Jk A A |

.a  [a  m ZhjL A A

T h e  B o tv in n ik  P a w n  C e n te r  in 
th e  21st C e n tu ry

I am going to conclude this article with a 
game from a few years ago played by the 
American GM Daniel Naroditsky. We will 
see the hanging pawns center in this game.

D36
D anie l N a ro d its ky 2815
Yoseph T aher 2512

Internet 2018

l.d4  d5 2.c4 e6 3.®c3 £sf6 4.cxd5 exd5 
5 .ig 5  l e 7  6.ffc2 0-0 7.e3 c6 8 .1d3  
h6 9 .1h 4  Se8 10.^ge2 4i}bd7 11.0-0 
a5 12.f3 b5 13.&hl l b 7  14.±f2 Sc8

26...® d6 Trying to plug the hole and halt 
the mobility of the white central pawns 
by 26...4he5 fails miserably to 27.d6!, 
winning a piece. Therefore Black plays the 
game move in order to prepare 27...4he5.
27.h3 £le5 28.1e2 c4 29.1d4 Sfe8?? 
The text move loses on the spot. Black can
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probably put up stronger resistance with 
the move 29...f6, when 30.Bf2 Bfe8 31.a3 
Bc7 32.axb4 axb4 33.1h5 Sd8 34.Sal ia 6  
35.4,xe5 fxe5 36.8T3 «t,b5 gives White 
only a slight advantage and Black should 
be able to hold the position.
30.ikxe5 Now the f-pawn falls, no matter 
how Black recaptures.
30...ffxe5 31.@xf7+ &h8 32.d6

I I
£ if i

A i
i W

i  i A n
I A

g A A

And now the pawn is going to be a problem 
for Black, forcing his rook to defend 
passively.
32.. .5cd8 33.gf5 ffxb2 34.d7 Sg8 This 
is a pattern worth remembering. A king 
on h8 with a rook on g8 and pawn on g7 
can often lead to h-file tactics, and that is 
actually how the black king gets mated in 
this game!
35.@xc4 a4 36.e5 The second of the 
hanging central pawns joins the attack.
36.. .b3 37.axb3 axb3 38.e6 ffa3 In 
order to be able to advance the b-pawn, 
the black queen must abandon the long 
diagonal. This gives White the opportunity 
to pin the g-pawn against the king, leading 
to a mating attack.
39.ffc5 ®a2 40.ffe5 b2

So now White needs to play a defensive 
move like 41.itd3 to prevent the pawn 
from promoting, right?
41.Sh5!! Not so! As mentioned 
previously, Black’s own rook and pawn 
box in his own king which will be mated! 
41...bl@ 42.Sxh6+ Black resigned 
as 42...0117 43.Sxh7+ t&xh7 44.®h5 is 
checkmate! This whole mating attack 
was made possible by the advance of the

hanging pawns in the center, forcing one 
rook to block the d-pawn, and leaving the 
other rook with nowhere to go except g8, 
leaving his own majesty with no breathing 
space!

Conclusion
T h e  C a r ls b a d  p a w n  s t r u c tu r e  h a s  a v e ry  r ic  
h is to ry .  T h e  fo r m a t io n  i t s e l f  d a te s  b a c k  to  th e  
c e n tu ry ,  b u t  i t  o n ly  re a lly  b e c a m e  p o p u la r  in  th e  19 20 s
w h e n  o p e n in g s  s u c h  as  th e  Q ue en 's  G a m b it  D e c lin e d  w e re  p la y e d  in te n s iv e ly .  
R e m e m b e r , th e  w o r ld  c h a m p io n s h ip  m a tc h  in  1927 b e tw e e n  A le k h in e  a n d  
C a p a b la n c a  fe a tu re d  s o le ly  QGD g a m e s  e x c e p t  g a m e s  1 a n d  3 ! H o w e v e r  th e  p a w n  
s t r u c tu r e  d is c u s s e d  h e re  g o t  it s  n a m e  f r o m  i t s  e x te n s iv e  u s e  in  th e  to u r n a m e n t  in 
C a r ls b a d  1929.

T h e  m in o r i t y  a t ta c k  is  s t i l l  v e ry  p o p u la r  to d a y  a t a m a te u r  le v e l. I t  is  s e e n  ra th e r  
le s s  f r e q u e n t ly  a t to p  le v e l b e c a u s e  o f  it s  d ra w is h  n a tu re . B la c k  o f te n  g e ts  a s in g le  
w e a k n e s s , b u t  i t  is  v e ry  d i f f ic u l t  f o r  W h ite  t o  c re a te  t h a t  s e c o n d  w e a k n e s s  w h ic h  
w il l  s t r e tc h  B la ck 's  d e fe n s e  to  th e  l im it .

B la c k  c a n  a ls o  t r y  to  p re v e n t  th e  m in o r i t y  a t ta c k  w i th  th e  m o v e  . . .b 7 -b 5 , b u t  he  
m u s t  m a k e  s u re  th a t  W h ite  c a n n o t lo d g e  a k n ig h t  o n  e 5 , e x e r t in g  h e a v y  p re s s u re  
o n  h is  w e a k  c 6 -p a w n , a n d  th a t  h e  h im s e lf  c a n n o t  b e  d e n ie d  g e t t in g  a k n ig h t  to  c 4 , 
t y p ic a l ly  by b e in g  p re v e n te d  to  p la y  . . .n b 6  o r  ...n d 6 . If  B la c k  c a n n o t p lu g  th e  c - f i le  
w ith  h is  k n ig h t ,  h e  is  u s u a lly  in  t ro u b le .

T h e  B o tv in n ik  p a w n  s t r u c tu r e  is  a f a r  m o re  d y n a m ic  a p p ro a c h , a n d  is  s t i l l  p o p u la r  
to d a y . B la c k 's  li fe  is  a lo t  m o re  d i f f ic u l t  h e re  a s  i t  is  n o t a b o u t  s t r o n g  d e fe n s e  o f  o n e  
p a r t ic u la r  w e a k n e s s , b u t  ra th e r  a q u e s t io n  o f  h o w  to  h a lt  W h ite 's  in i t ia t iv e ,  w h ic h  
le a v e s  l i t t le  ro o m  fo r  e r r o r  i f  B la c k  w a n ts  to  s u rv iv e .  W e  s a w  s o m e  b e a u t ifu l a t ta c k s  
by  B o tv in n ik ,  R e s h e v s k y , K a s p a ro v , a n d  N a ro d its k y .  T h e  g o o d  th in g  a b o u t  th is  p a w n  
s t r u c tu r e  is  th a t  i t  is  v e ry  r ic h  in  s t r a te g ic  c o n c e p ts .  I t  is  a ls o  c o m p le te ly  s o u n d , 
h ig h ly  p o p u la r  to d a y , a n d  v e ry  w e ll c o v e re d  in  l i te ra tu re .  I f  y o u  a re  in te re s te d  in 
f u r t h e r  re s e a rc h  o f  th is  p a w n  s t r u c tu r e ,  I w o u ld  re c o m m e n d  th e  fo l lo w in g :
1) T h a t y o u  o b ta in  a u s e d  c o p y  o f  M id d le g a m e  S tra te g y  w ith  th e  C a r ls b a d  P a w n  

S tru c tu re  b y  R o b e r t  L e in in g e r  a s  I a m  p r e t t y  s u re  i t  is  o u t  o f  p r in t .  I t  is  an 
e x c e lle n t  b o o k !

2 ) N e x t, I m u s t  s u g g e s t  a 2 0 - y e a r - o ld  c la s s ic  th a t  is  s t i l l  in  p r in t  -  M a tth e w  S a d le r 's  
Q ueen's  G a m b it D e c lin e d . A lth o u g h  it  d o e s  n o t e x c lu s iv e ly  c o v e r  th e  E x c h a n g e  
V a r ia t io n , th is  p a w n  s t r u c tu r e  a p p e a rs  f r e q u e n t ly  in  i t s  p a g e s , a n d  in  m y  o p in io n  
it  is  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t b o o k s  e v e r  w r i t t e n  o n  th e  Q ue en 's  G a m b it , a d o p t in g  a 
Q u e s t io n -a n d -A n s w e r  a p p ro a c h  to  e x p la in  th in g s .

3 ) B e y o n d  th a t ,  th e re  a re  m a n y  r e p e r to ir e  b o o k s  o n  1.d4 fo r  W h ite ,  o r  th e  QGD fo r  
B la c k . A s  fa r  a s  W h ite  r e p e r to ir e  b o o k s  a re  c o n c e rn e d ,  th e  v a s t m a jo r ity  o f  
th e m  re c o m m e n d  e i th e r  th e  E x c h a n g e  QGD o r  th e  C a ta la n  a g a in s t  th e  Q ueen 's  
G a m b it  D e c lin e d  b e c a u s e  th e  E x c h a n g e  QGD is  e a s y  to  u n d e rs ta n d  ( th o u g h  
n o t e a s y  to  e x e c u te !) .  T h e  C a ta la n  is  a p o p u la r  o p t io n  b e c a u s e  it  c a n  b e  u s e d  
a g a in s t  b o th  th e  QGD a n d  N im z o - ln d ia n .  S o  t r y  to  p ic k  up  o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  b o o k s  
th a t  re c o m m e n d  th e  E x c h a n g e  V a r ia t io n .  F o r  th o s e  p la y in g  B la c k , D e c lin in g  th e  
Q ueen's  G a m b it  by  J o h n  C ox  is  an  e x c e lle n t  b o o k  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  c o v e ra g e  o f  th e  
E x c h a n g e  V a r ia t io n  f r o m  B la c k 's  p e rs p e c t iv e .

4 ) I w o u ld  a ls o  re c o m m e n d  s tu d y in g  Q ue en 's  G a m b it g a m e s  p la y e d  by B o tv in n ik  
a n d  K a s p a ro v . M a n y  w ro n g fu l ly  v ie w  K a s p a ro v  as  m o re  o f  a 1.e4 p la y e r, b u t  th e  
t r u th  is  t h a t  K a s p a ro v  is  n o t a n o th e r  F is c h e r .  H e m a d e  m a jo r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  
th e  Q ue en 's  G a m b it in  th e  f in a l q u a r te r  o f  th e  2 0 th c e n tu ry ,  a n d  he  p la y e d  1.d4 ju s t  
as  o f te n  as h e  d id  l .e 4 .

B u t e v e n  i f  y o u  a re n 't  a l . d 4  p la y e r, o r  o n e  w h o  p la y s  th e  Q ue en 's  G a m b it o r  N im z o -  
ln d ia n  as  B la c k , th e  C a r ls b a d  p a w n  s t r u c tu r e  is  w e ll w o r th  s tu d y in g ,  i f  n o th in g  o th e r  
th a n  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  le a rn in g  o v e ra ll s o u n d  c h e s s  s tra te g y .
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Fresh Leaves from  
the Bookshelf ♦

By FM Carsten Hansen---------------

Books, books, books. They never stop coming, and I 
am thankful for that because our game is so wonderful 
and broad that it can be enjoyed by enthusiasts at all 
levels -  and indeed for all of us, who have not yet 
reached the very top echelons in the chess hierarchy, 
there is so much material and knowledge to be distilled 
and absorbed that we will never get bored.

This time we cover historical, biographical, and 
instmctional books as well as a new opening manual; 
all with new interesting insights as well as what is 
already known -  something for all of us to enjoy.

It would be remiss of me not to mention a couple 
of new books of my own -  one jointly with Cyrus 
Lakdawala on English IM Michael Basman, who sadly 
passed away toward the end of last year, featuring his 
liking for l.g4 and l...g5, and the other the fourth 
and latest volume in the Daily Chess Training Chess 
Tactics series.

Last but not least, there’s a new volume of Chess 
Informant available, the 155th(!!!) in the series. The 
format has changed over the years, but it is still a 
phenomenal read with lots of brilliant material.

Carsten Hansen is a 
FIDE Master and FIDE 
Trainer, residing in 
Bayonne, New Jersey. 
He has written more 
than forty books, 
mostly on chess 
openings and chess 
tactics. You can find 
his work on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter.

10 NO TEW O R TH Y BOOKS

01 Kings, Queens & Rookies
by Peter Boel & Dirk Jan ten Geuzendam (New In Chess 2023) © □ □ □ □ □

0 2 A Chess Biography o f Rudolph Spielm ann
by Grigory Bogdanovich (Elk& Ruby 2023) ©  □ □ □ □ □

0 3 Typical Sicilian
byKarsten Muller (JBVChess Books 2023) © □ □ □ □ □

0 4 Chessboard C om bat
by Joel Benjamin (New In Chess 2023) © □ □ □ □ □

0 5 B attle  o f Endgam es
by Ray Cannon (Self-published 2021) © □ □ □ □ □

0 6 Irrational Chess
by Cyrus Lakdawala (Everyman Chess 2023) © □ □ □ □ □

0 7 The M odern Gurgenidze
byJaan Ehlvest (Russell Enterprises 2023) © □ □ □ □ □

0 8 Endgam e V irtuoso Magnus C a rls e n -V o l 2
byTiborKarolyi(New In Chess 2023) © □ □ □ □ □

0 9 Chess Lessons fro m  a Cham pion Coach
byThomas Engqvist (Batsford 2023) © □ □ □ □ □

10 The W izard o f W arsaw
byTomasz Lissowski and Grigory Bogdanovich (Elk & Ruby 2023) 3' ( 0  □ □ □ □ □

Kings, Queens & Rookies -  
The Tata  S tee l Chess 
Tournam ent -  A C elebration  of 
85 Years
E d ite d  b y  P e te r  B o e l & 
D irk  J a n  te n  G eu zen da m

© □ □ □ □ a

This bo o k  is a 
c e le b ra tion  o f  a 
tra d it io n  th a t s ta rte d  
back in 1938. O f 
course, the  name 
back th en  w asn ’t 
Tata Steel, b u t the  
place W ijk  aan Zee 
o r  B everw ijk  is more 
o r  less the  same.

The o rig in s  o f th e  to u rn a m e n t w ere less 
a u sp ic iou s  th a n  to d a y  w hen it is cons idered 
th e  W im b ledo n  o f chess, w here  each w in te r, 
th e  to p  p layers cong regate  on th e  w in d sw e p t 
beaches in the  N e therlands.
The bo ok  is b e a u tifu lly  p roduced in ha rdback  
w ith  th ick , h ig h -q u a lity  g litz y  pape r and 
b r illia n t, m ostly  in co lo r, ph o to gra phs .

Aside fro m  cove ring  th e  h is to ry  o f  the  
to u rn a m e n t, the re  are ten  p o rtra its  and 
tw e lve  a n n o ta te d  games, in c lu d in g  some o f 
th e  m ost b r ill ia n t games in chess h is to ry ; 
w h o  can fo rg e t th a t K asparov -  Topalov 
gam e fro m  th e  1999 ed ition?

It is a b e a u tifu l book, and fo r  fans  o f 
th is  to u rn a m e n t, i t  cou ld  serve as a nice 
m em ento  o r  co ffe e  ta b le  book.

From V ienna to  Munich to  
Stockholm  -  A  Chess Biography  
of Rudolph Spielm ann
by  G rig o ry  B o g d a n o v ic h

$ 24.99 (hardback)

KINGS, QUEENS 
& ROOKIES

$ 40.95 (hardback) © □ □ □ □ □

We s ta r t o f f  w ith  an 
am azing b iog raphy o f 
one o f the  g ian ts  o f 
the early  20 th cen tu ry  
-  the so-called 
Last K n igh t o f  the 
King’s G am bit, R udolf 
Spielm ann. If you ’re 
th ink ing , w a it a 
m inute, w asn’t there 
an o th e r new  book on 

Spielm ann, then you r m em ory serves you well, 
This w as The Chess D ia ry  o f  Young R ud o lf 
Spielm ann, published by A m erican Chess 
M agazine, w h ich  we covered very  recently.

The present book is massive, 46 0  pages, and
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it  is fan tastic. I received the hardback ed ition, 
w hich makes it  even more o f  a treasure.
There are a to ta l o f 213 games, coun ting  
both com ple te and p a rt games, w hich have 
been care fu lly  anno ta ted , lean ing on both 
Spielm ann’s ow n and o the r contem pora ry  
anno ta tions  b u t then d iv ing  fu rth e r in to  the 
analysis w ith  the supp o rt o f  m odern engines, 
though never leaving you th ink in g  th a t 
the a u th o r is ju s t rec iting m achine ou tpu t.
The notes are extensive, exp la in ing  both 
Spielm ann’s style, approach, and th ink ing , bu t 
also a llow ing the reader to  fo llo w  the games 
and learn from  the early  20 ,h-ce n tu ry  cham pion 
w ho w on games from  all o f the best players in 
the w orld , in c lud ing  the w o rld  cham pions.

It is a tru ly  w o n d e rfu l bo o k  th a t I hope w ill 
f in d  a broad aud ience  because S p ie lm ann ’s 
games w ere w o n d e rfu l gems.

Typical Sicilian -  E ffec tive  
M iddlegam e Training
b y K a rs te n  M u e lle r

$ 2 4 .9 5  (paperback) © □ □ □ □ □

G erm an G randm aste r 
K ars ten  M u e lle r is 
ea s ily  one o f th e  m ost 
p ro d u c tive  a u th o rs  
a ro u n d  today, w e 
have covered several 
o f  h is  books  in the 
p a s t in th is  co lum n, 
an d  be fore  th a t, he 
es ta b lish ed  h im se lf 
as one  o f  th e  w orld 's  

lead ing  a u th o r it ie s  on endgam es. But, o f 
course, M u e lle r know s a b o u t m ore than 
endgam es, and th u s  the  to p ic  o f  th is  vo lum e 
is th e  S ic ilian Defense, fro m  w h ich  he has 
picked 156 tra in in g  po s itio ns , a ll a p p a re n tly  
fro m  va rio us  v a r ia tio n s  o f the  O pen Sicilian. 
The s o lu tio n s  are th en  c a re fu lly  a n n o ta te d  in 
the  second h a lf o f  th e  book.

The m a te ria l is w e ll-se lec ted  and covers 
e v e ry th in g  fro m  th e  re la tive ly  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  
to  the  ve ry  com plex.

As has becom e the  s ta n d a rd , each puzzle 
has a QR code a c co m p an y in g  it. W hen 
us ing  it, it w ill ta ke  you  to  an u n a n n o ta te d , 
ab b re v ia ted  vers ion  o f the  s o lu tio n . It seems 
a li t t le  g im m icky, and i d o n ’t e n tire ly  love it, 
b u t M u e lle r a p p a re n tly  does because he has 
used it in a ll o f  h is  recent bo oks  fro m  JBV 
Chess Books.

If you are e n te rin g  the  O pen S ic ilian as 
W h ite  b u t fee l th a t y o u r  ta c tic a l radar is 
s till n o t up  to  w here  you w o u ld  like it to  be, 
then th is  bo ok  can d e fin ite ly  ge t you q u ite

a b it fu rth e r, p a rtic u la r ly  w hen s tu d y in g  
th e  a n n o ta te d  so lu tio ns . A ve ry  so lid  and 
in te re s tin g  book.

Chessboard C om bat -  The Give 
And Take o f Chess Tactics
by  J o e l B e n ja m in

$27 .95  (paperback) © □ □ □ □ □

In the  in tro d u c tio n  to  
th is  new  book, fo rm er 
3 -tim e U.S. Cham pion 
and G randm aster Joel 
Benjam in confesses 
his love fo r H orow itz  
& Reinfe ld’s classic 
Chess Traps, P itfalls, 
a n d  Swindles  and te lls  
the reader th a t he 
hopes to  cap tu re  some 

o f th a t fu n  and en joym ent he found  in th a t 
volum e. The book is sp lit up in to  n ine chapters, 
each w ith  a separate them e; fo r instance, 
chap te r 1 is “Strike, C ounterstrike". The chap te r 
opens w ith  a selection o f puzzles, where you 
are given th e  names o f the players and w ha t 
the  dem and is, e.g., Black w ins. N ext fo llow s 
a section o f an no ta te d  games, some o f w hich 
con ta in  the so lu tions  to  th e  puzzles a t the 
fro n t, w h ile  o the rs  are there to  delve fu rth e r 
in to  the to p ic  o f the  chapter.

in to ta l, the re  are 129 a n n o ta te d  games, 
and frank ly , it is pure jo y  to  w o rk  y o u r w ay 
th ro u g h  th e  m a te ria l. So m any b r illia n t 
games, s tu n n in g  moves, m issed resources, 
b lunders , a ttacks , co u n te ra tta ck s , and 
e v e ry th in g  else th a t fa lls  u n d e r th e  to p ic  o f 
ta c tics . It is t ru ly  a jo yo u s  read.

B attles  o f Endgam es -1 0 6 6  
S tra tag e m s fo r You to  Conquer
by  Ray C annon

$14.99 (paperback) © □ □ □ □ □

This bo ok  is 
a d m itte d ly  a coup le  
o f  years o ld , f irs t 
pu b lish ed  in 2021, 
b u t an e d ito r  sent it 
fo r  me to  check ou t, 
and I fo u n d  m yse lf 
e n te rta in e d  and 
in trig ued .

Ray C annon is an 
English chess player, 

and th a t ’s a b o u t a ll I know  a b o u t him, 
o th e r  th an  th a t he o cca s ion a lly  fre q u e n ts

BATTLE OF 
ENDGAMES

1066 STRATAGEMS 
FOR YOU TO CONQUER

Ray Cannon

to u rn a m e n ts  in and a ro un d  London.
The bo ok  is s e lf-p u b lish e d  v ia  Am azon and 

has an a b so lu te ly  h ide ous  cover, w h ich  is one 
o f  the  ones ava ilab le  to  you v ia  the  Am azon 
cove r genera to r, and the  te x t on  the  back 
cove r is d if f ic u lt,  if  no t nearly  im poss ib le , to  
read, in p a rt because o f the  m icro scop ic  size 
an d  the  p o o r cho ice  o f fo n t.

Thankfu lly , th is  is w here the bad news ends 
because the m ateria l inside the  book is qu ite  
exce llent. It has 1066 puzzle pos itions  o f 
va ry ing  degrees o f d iff ic u lty ; some are ra ther 
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd , and o the rs  dev ious ly  d iff ic u lt. 
The so lu tio ns  are lig h tly  an no ta te d , b u t they  
su ffice  to  make them  much more in te resting  
th an  ju s t o ffe rin g  the  moves by themselves.

For im provers, these puzzles w ill b ring  
c o u n tle ss  ho u rs  o f fu n  and in s tru c tio n . The 
bo o k  is ve ry  inexpensive  (a t the  tim e  o f 
w r it in g , it w as even o ffe re d  a t the  barga in 
p rice  o f  $10.29, w h ich  is a lm o s t to o  cheap), 
so  check it o u t.

Irra tiona l Chess
b y  C yrus  L a k d a w a la

$ 2 9 .9 5  (paperback) □ □ □ □ □

We chess players 
like to  p u t th ings 
in to  neat lit t le  boxes 
o f  c lassifica tion , 
openings, tactics, 
endgam es, positiona l 
play, etc. But q u ite  
frequently, and in 
recent years much 
more frequently, chess 
seems to  have moved 

in a d iffe re n t, more flu id  d irec tio n , where those 
love ly  boxes don ’t  su ffice  to  exp la in  w ha t 
is go ing on a t the board. And n o t o n ly  tha t, 
m ost books have fa iled to  cover th is  to p ic  
th a t is becom ing more and more preva len t 
n o t on ly  in to p -flig h t chess games b u t also 
am ong mere m orta ls  like you and me. This 
insp ired  C a lifo rn ian  In te rn a tiona l M aster, and 
m y occasional co-au thor, Cyrus Lakdawala, 
to  d ive in to  th is  com plex to p ic  and so rt o u t 
how  to  de fine  th is  fo rm  o f chess th a t he has 
labeled " Irra tiona l Chess,” w h ich  seems fit t in g  
fo r  the madness th a t fre q u e n tly  ensues in the 
88 games, some fam iliar, some com p le te ly  
unknow n, he has chosen fo r th is  volume.

The m a te ria l has been d iv id e d  in to  e igh t 
s izeab le chap te rs , and the  bo ok  c locks  in 
a t a re la tive ly  m odest, fo r  Lakdaw ala, th a t 
is, 4 0 0  pages. The m a te ria l is presented in 
Lakdaw a la ’s tra d e m a rk  s ty le  w ith  lo ts  o f 
te s t qu es tio ns , ta c tica l puzzles, verbose and
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no t-so -ve rbo se  e x p la n a tio n s  o f  th e  them es 
covered a lo n g  w ith  lo ts  o f  lessons fo r  those 
o f  us, w h ich  inc ludes y o u rs  tru ly , w h o  need 
som eone to  ta ke  us by th e  hand  w h ile  
g u id in g  us th ro u g h  th is ju n g le  o f  m adness 
th a t ir ra tio n a l chess represents.

A n o th e r g rea t bo ok  by  one of, if  n o t the  
m ost p ro d u c tive  (ce rta in ly  in te rm s o f page 
c o u n t) a u th o rs  in h is to ry . I w o n d e r if  w e one 
da y  w ill see Lakdaw ala  in th e  US Chess Hall 
o f  Fame.

and p lays th e  op en ing  like a com p u te r.
A ve ry  good o p en ing  book, p ro b a b ly  

m o s tly  a im ed a t those  ra ted  above 1700

Endgam e V irtuoso  Magnus 
Carlsen -  Vol 2: The World 
Cham pion Shows His Superior 
Skills
b y  T ib o r  K a ro ly i

$ 2 4 .9 5  (paperback) © □ □ □ □ □

The M odern G urgenidze -  
A C ounterpunching R eperto ire  
fo r Black
b y J a a n  E h lv e s t

$ 2 4 .9 5  (paperback) © □ □ □ □ □

The a u th o r  o f th is  
o p e n in g  bo ok  shou ld  
be a fa m ilia r nam e fo r  
chess fans. O rig ina lly  
h a ilin g  fro m  his 
na tive  Eston ia, GM 
Jaan Ehlvest sh o t 
to  th e  to p  o f the 
chess w o rld  in the 
la te  1980s and early  
1990s, be ing p a rt o f 

th e  go ld m e da l-w inn in g  Sovie t team  a t the 
1988 Chess O lym piad , and  jo in e d  th e  to p  10 
h igh est-ra te d  p layers in th e  w o rld  in 1990.
He ranked in th e  to p -1 0 0  in th e  w o rld  fo r 
a lm o s t a n o th e r tw o  decades, in c lu d in g  a f te r  
m oving to  th e  U.S. in 2 0 0 6 .

He has w r it te n  a co u p le  o f  o th e r  books, 
b u t th is  is th e  f irs t  fo r  Russell Enterprises 
and the  cho ice  o f to p ic  is a good one: The 
M o d e rn  G urgenidze has, as fa r as I’m aware, 
never been p re v ious ly  covered in a s ing le­
s ta n d in g  vo lum e. The M o d e rn  G urgenidze 
is so rt o f  a h yb rid  be tw een  the  F ia nche tto  
O pen ing  and th e  C aro -K ann , w ith  m any 
poss ib le  move o rd e rs  ava ilab le  to  Black, bu t 
th e  m ost com m on is 1.e4 g6 2.d4 A g7  3.£sc3 
c6  4.£sf3 (o r 4 .f4 ) d5, and the  b a ttle  ensues.
It is so lid , it is flex ib le , it is com bative , and it 
is n o t w id e ly  w e ll-kn ow n , w h ich  is a d is t in c t 
ad va n ta ge  fo r  th ose  w h o  like to  give th e ir  
o p p o n e n ts  an o p p o r tu n ity  to  th in k  fo r  
them selves r ig h t fro m  th e  s ta r t o f  th e  game.

The m a te ria l is s p lit up  in to  10 chap ters , 
fe a tu r in g  a to ta l o f  31 sam p le  games 
(a lb e it w ith  many, m any m ore c ited  in the 
notes), in c lu d in g  several o f  Ehlvest’s ow n.
It is th o ro u g h ly  researched and com p u te r- 
checked, and as fa r as I can see fro m  the 
sam p le  lines I checked, it  seems to  ho ld  up 
ve ry  w ell, even if  y o u r  o p p o n e n t rem em bers

M agnus  C arlsen may 
no longer be the  
W orld  C ham pion, 
b u t he is, by some 
m argin, s t ill the 
s tro n g e s t p layer in 
th is  ga laxy, and he 
d e fin ite ly  w as the 
w o rld  cham p ion  
d u r in g  the  period  
th a t th e  games in th is  

bo ok  w ere played. The presen t vo lum e picks 
up  w here  Volum e 1 ended, and th us , the 
years 2 0 18 -202 2 .

A to ta l o f  104 p a rtia l games, o b v io u s ly  
w ith  an exclus ive  em phas is  on the  endgam es, 
are th o ro u g h ly  a n n o ta te d  by  th e  au tho r, 
H un garian  In te rn a tio n a l M aste r, and 
esteem ed a u th o r  T ib o r K aro ly i. For serious  
p layers w h o  w a n t to  im prove th e ir  endgam e 
p lay  and u n d e rs ta n d in g , n o t ju s t ha rdcore  
tech n iq ue , th is  book prov ides  a treasure  
trove  o f  in s tru c tio n a l exam ples and is h igh ly  
recom m ended.

Chess Lessons From a 
Cham pion Coach
by  T h o m a s  E n g q v is t

$ 2 5 .0 0  (paperback) © □ □ □ □ □

I’m beginning to  
feel th a t Batsford’s 
publish ing program for 
chess books boils down 
to  how  fast Andrew 
Soltis and Swedish 
In ternationa l M aster 
Thomas Engqvist can 
w rite  books. Previously, 
Engqvist has penned 
the very good and 

popu lar “300 M o st Im portant...”  series fo r them, 
and th is  book seems to  be the firs t departure 
from  th a t concept.

Each c h a p te r covers a d iffe re n t player, 
each a s ig n ifica n t nam e in chess h is to ry ,

s ta r t in g  w ith  Ruy Lopez and e n d in g  w ith  
M a gn us  C arlsen. The ch a p te rs  v a ry  in 
leng th  and d e p th ; som e are brie f, covering  
th e  p layer's  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  chess and th e ir  
p lace in chess h is to ry  a lon g  w ith  a game, 
and som e cove r m ore gam e m a te ria l. Across 
th e  30 chap te rs , the re  are a to ta l o f  s ix ty  
games, a ll c a re fu lly  a n n o ta te d , m o s tly  o f  the  
ve rba l v a r ie ty  w ith  an em phas is  on p ro v id in g  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  to  the  reader.

T here fore  th e  m a te ria l is m o stly  a im ed a t 
th ose  ra ted  be low  1 6 0 0 -1 8 0 0 , b u t the  rest o f 
us can a lso  e n jo y  th e  m a te ria l and games.

The W izard o f W arsaw  -  
A Chess Biography o f Szym on  
W in aw er
b y  T o m a sz  L is s o w s k i a n d  G rig o ry  
B o g d a n o v ic h

$ 3 0 .0 0  (paperback) 
$ 4 0 .0 0  (hardback) I © □ □ □ □ □

M a n y  have heard o f  the  W in a w e r v a ria tio n  in 
the  French Defense, 
b u t th a t is as fa r as 
o u r  know ledge goes 
w hen it com es to  the 
nam e o f W inaw er.

Polish chess 
h is to rian  p a r  
excellence  Tomasz 
Lissowski and 
In ternationa l M aster 
G rigory Bogdanovich 

(w ith  w hom  you should be acqua in ted from  the 
book on Spielmann above) in tends to  change 
th a t perspective. Over the course o f  tw o  
parts, 29 chap ters  and 132 games (com plete 
and partia l), they cover his life, his career, his 
con tribu tio ns , and, o f  course, his games.

The bo ok  is w e ll-w ritte n  and w e ll- 
il lu s tra te d , and m any o f th e  games are 
c a re fu lly  a n n o ta te d . W in a w e r is n o t as 
w e ll-kn o w n  as m any o f h is con tem p ora ries  
fro m  th e  second h a lf o f  the  19th cen tu ry , 
b u t th a n k s  to  th is  w o n d e rfu l vo lum e, we are 
a b o u t to  learn a lo t more.
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* U.S. TOURNAMENTS *
WASHINGTON, DC
March 3 1 -April 2 , 2 0 2 3  
N atio n a l H igh S ch o o l (K -1 2 )  
C h am p io n sh ip  (7  rounds)
1 -2  Jason W ANG, Sharvesh
DEVIPRASATH ..............................6 V2
3 -9  Arthur G U O , Nico CHASIN , 
Maximillian LU. Nicolas DE LA 
C O  LINA, Jean C R U Z, Advaith 
KARTHIK, Iris M O U  ..................... 6

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

ROUND ROCK, TX
April 2 1 -2 3 , 2 0 2 3  
N atio n a l M id d le  S ch o o l (K -8 )  
C h am p io n sh ip  (7  rounds)
1 Eric LIU .........................................7
2  Vaseegaran
NANDHAKUMAR ..........................6 V2
3 -1 0  Brewington HARDAWAY, 
Ronen W ILSO N , Julian COLVILLE, 
Nikash VEMPARALA, Lucius 
MELILLO, Elbert FANG, Bobby  
QIAN, Anjaneya RAO ..................5 V2

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

BALTIMORE, MD
M ay 12-14, 2 0 2 3  
N atio n a l E le m e n tary  (K -6 ) 
C h am p io n sh ip  (7  rounds)
1 Nathan YAN ................................6 V2
2 -3  Rohan RAJARAM, Benjamin
A M RANY .......................................... 6
4 -7  O scar WILLIAMS,
Kyle ZHUANG , Alexander 
SUKHIASHVILI, Lucas C H EN  ... 5 1A
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

NAPERVILLE, IL
March 29-April 2, 2 0 2 3  
E lite  C hess A rthur B isgu ier  
M em o ria l IM  N orm  Inv ita tiona l 
(1 0 -p la y e r  round-rob in )
1 Ryan A M B U R G Y .....................7
2 -3  Nikola M ITKOV (M KD), Liordis
VERA (C U B ) ....................................5V 2
4 -7  Vishnuvardhan ARJUN (IND), 
Seth H O M A , Jonathan KO G EN.

Roberto DEL C A M PO  (M EX) ... 4 1/ 2 
8  Alexandre KRETCHETOV
(RUS)................................... 3'/2
9  Joshua COLAS ..........................3
1 0  Aidan CAREY ..........................2  V2

Congrats to FM Ryan Amburgy 
on scoring his second IM-Norm! 
7/9 is never an easy score to make, 
and getting off to a quick start is 
important.

A four-game winning streak 
starting in the second round proved 
more than enough. Ryan walks us 
through his important win against 
IM Roberto Del Campo below.

E91
Ryan Amburgy______ 2242
Roberto Del Campo 221 5

A rth u r Bisguier Mem orial, 
N aperville  2023 
Notes by Ryan Amburgy

l .d 4  £»f6 2.c4 d6 3 .$ f3  g6 4.£)c3 
l g 7  5.e4 0-0 6 .1e2  l g 4  7 .1e3  
$ fd 7  8.Wd2 e5 9.d5 f5 10.exf5 
gxf5 l l . l g 5  We8 12.h3 lx f 3

1% m i  #
£

i
A i  i l

A
ih £

A A W4AA
1 P3

13.gxf3! This was all theory. 
13. J,xf3? leaves the g-file closed and 
gives White no advantage. 
13...^h8!?N  13...f4 had been
played in three other games, with

By FM Grayson Rorrer, F e a tu re s  E d ito r

ACM would like to invite tournament 
organizers and players to submit 
announcements, results and games to be 
featured in Tournament Reviews section. 
Send your submissions to 
office@ acm chess.com  
or visit w w w .acm chess.com /subm it.
Please refer in the subject line to our 
Features Editor, FM G rayson Rorrer.

the intent to take advantage of the 
misplaced bishop on g5. White 
can deal with this by 14.^gl <&h8
15.0- 0-0 a5 16.gg4 £)c5 17.Sdgl, 
and White had a huge advantage 
in R.Buhmann 2614 - B.Zueger 
2425, Plovdiv 2012. The bishop on 
g5 being stuck doesn’t matter, and 
Black has no counterplay. White 
will continue with Jldl-c2 and exert 
significant pressure on the kingside.
14.0- 0-0 Wf7 15.Hdgl a5 16.^g2 
Methodically building up pressure 
on the kingside. White has a clear 
edge, though Black certainly has 
chances to fight back. -Rorrer
16...&a6 17.Shgl Sg8 18 .1d3  
£)ac5 19.1c2

19...£lb6 19. ..e4!? was an
interesting pawn sacrifice. Even 
so, after 20.fxe4 ^ e 5  21.&h6 &xh6 
22.ffxh6 Exg2 23.&xg2 f4 24.^b5 
Black might have very powerful 
knights, but White has an extra 
pawn alongside a quite active 
position.
20.®e2 c6 21 .& bl cxd5?! This 
just helps me. 21...e4!? 22.fxe4 f4± 
is another positional pawn sacrifice 
that gives Black decent chances. 
He will play ...&e5 with reasonable 
control. White is, of course, still 
better, but Black keeps the fight 
going.
22.cxd5 ^ x d 5  23.^xd5  Wxd5 
2 4 .ix f5  Saf8

SOLUTIONS TO THREATS EXERCISES FROM PAGE 73
15...d5!! A counterthreat!

16.ixd5 ®xd5 17.1fxd5 ixc2+H  
18.&cl 18.^xc2?? ®b4+-+
18.. .1,xdl and Black won.

2 White’s rook is under attack but 
he responds with an even stronger 
counterthreat!
45.Sxb6! axb6 46.a7! Sxa7 46...Sc8 
47.®c6+! &d7 48.®b8++- 
47.?)c6+ and White won.

3 22...§b3! A counterthreat!
23.ffc2 23.Adi Sxc3 24.Axa4 Sxcl 
25.Sxcl ®f3+! 26.gxf3 Sxe3-+
23.. .?)xc4!! 24.j£dl 24.Axc4 Axc4

25.®xc4 ®xc4 26.§xc4 Sbxe3-+
24.. .5bxe3 White resigned.

With his last move 30.£)b6?
Anand has just forked two black rooks. 
However...
30.. .5xb4+ 31.&a3 Sxc2H A
counterthreat!
32.Sxc2 32.&xb4 Sxd2-+
32.. .§b3+ 33.&a2 §e3+ Black is now
two pawns up and later won.

5 White has just played 42 ,§c7, 
attacking the black queen.
42.. .5)xf3!! A counterthreat!
43.§xh7 43.(t?xf3 is met by 43...®h5

mate. Or 43.gxf3 Sh2+ 44.&dl g2-+.
43.. .6 .4 +  44.&el &xb3 45.§xb7 
£)xa5 and Black won.

6 White has just threatened his 
opponent’s queen.
37.. .?)d3!! But now Black missed an 
opportunity to make a counterthreat and 
played 37...£)b3, which allowed White to 
escape with 38.Bxc2.
38.§xd2 38.Sal would be refuted by
38.. .ffxe2! 39.§xe2 clff+ winning. Or, if 
38.Sxc2, then 38...®xc2 39.3xc2 £)xel is 
decisive.
38.. .cxd2 39. Sfxd2 ?)xel and Black won.

9 4  AMERICAN CHESS MAGAZINE #33 • 2023

mailto:office@acmchess.com
http://www.acmchess.com/submit


T O U R N A M E N T  R E V I E W S

25.^02! The key move, holding 
everything together.
25.. .h6 2 6 .te 3  i f 6  27.gg6? I
didn't spend enough time here to find 
the best way to finish the game. Most 
precise was 27.&xh6, when after
27.. .Exg2 28.§xg2 Sg8 29.ig6!, 
White has an extra pawn and Black 
has zero counterplay.
27.. .1 .5 ?  27...Sxg6!? was 
necessary. Then, after 28.Hxg6 ikg5 
(In case of 28...£tg7, my intention 
was 29.k,e4 §3xe4 30.fxe4. Black 
will not survive this endgame with 
such a bad bishop and weak pawns.) 
29.ixg5 hxg5 30.±g4

A )  30..Jfd3?! 31.©xd3 &xd3
32.Sxd6 ^xf2  33.^d5 is another 
endgame that White will slowly win.
B) 30...e4! is a try I missed during 
the game. After, for example, 
31.1fc3+ WeS 32.Wxe5+ dxe5 
33.53xg5 Se8, Black is close to 
holding this endgame. Objectively, 
though, White is still in great shape. 
28.Slxg5hxg5

I I
i

i 1
i i A I

O A A
A A A

<A>

29. J,e6! A decisive shot.
29.. .ffxe6 29..Jfd3 30.ffxd3 &xd3
31.. 4 .g8  Sxg8 32.Sxd6 is another 
clearly winning endgame for White.
30. Exe6 £)xe6 31.Wb3 I knew it 
would be impossible to hold all of 
his weaknesses, especially with his 
low time.
31.. .£id8 32.1fb6 E f 6  33.a4 £lc6 
34.ffxb7 d5 35.ffc7 d4 36.1d2  
gg7 37.Wc8+ &h7 38.1fg4

38...^gf7?! He sacrifices g5, 
not finding a better plan. Waiting 
with 38...^fg6 makes it harder 
for White to come up with a plan, 
since Black is holding all of his 
weaknesses.
39. J,xg5 ^d6 The f3 pawn cannot 
be taken, since after 39...Sxf3
40. ffh5+ &g8 41.ffg6+ Eg7
42.®xc6+-, the rook on f3 is under 
attack, which proves to be crucial. 
40.®e4+ &g7 41.f4 d3 42.fxe5 
d2 43.1xd2 Sxd2 44.®g2+  
&f8 45.®xc6 gfxf2 4 6 .#b 7  
gfe2 47.e6 gxe6 48.®b8+ &e7 
49.®c7+ &e8 50.®xa5

This endgame is probably a draw 
if you remove the h-pawn, but 
it is alive here and Black cannot 
hold pawn endgames or properly 
coordinate his rooks.
50...ged6 51.&a2 &d7 52.®b5+ 
&c7 53.h4 g2d5 S4.®c4+
&b6 55.&a3 gd 4  56.®b5+
& a 7  57.®c5+ &a6 58.b3 g4d5
59.®c8+ &b6 60.®e8 gd8
61.®e3+ &c7 62.®a7+ &c6

63.a5 gb5 64.®a6+ &c5 65.b4+! 
gxb4 66.®a7+ Black resigned, as
I win one of his rooks.

i i ii iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

MONROVIA, CA
A pril 1-5, 2 0 2 3
Los A n g e le s  IM  N orm  Inv ita tional 
(1 0 -p la y e r  S ch ev e n in g e n , do u b le
round-rob in )
1 N iko la  RADOVANOVIC
(S R B ) .................................................. 8
2 -3  Varun KRISH N AN ,
Tom m y W EN ...................................6 V2
4  Tedd ie  W EN ................................6
5  B ran im ir JU K IC  (C R O ) ...........5
6  N enad D O R IC  (C R O ) .............. 4 1/ 2
7 D om en K R U M PA C N IK
(S L O ) .................................................. 4
8 -9  D erek  WU,
M ike  ZA LO ZN YY ............................. 3 'h
1 0  M ilan M R D JA (C R O ) ............2

S A IN T LOUIS, MO April 5-13, 2023 Spring Chess Classic A
Rk | Name FED | Elo 1 2 3 4 | 5 6 7 8 9 101 Pts TPR
1 j Benjamin BOK NED 2607 • 'A 1 'A j 1 'A 'A 'A 0 'A j 5 2668
2 | Benjamin GLEDURA HUN 2644 'A • 'A 1 j 'A 0 'A 1 'A 'A j 5 2664
3 Samuel SEVIAN USA 2684 0 'A 0 'A j 1 'A 'A 0 1 1 | 5 2659
4 Dariusz SWIERCZ USA 2637 <A 0 'A • j 'A 'A <A 1 1 'A | 5 2664
5 Yasser QUESADA CUB 2601 0 1/2 0 'A j • 1 'A 1 'A 1 | 5 2668
6  j Christopher Y00 USA 2607 'A 1 'A 'A j 0 • 'A 'A 'A 'A 1 4 1/2 2625
7 lllia NYZHNYK UKR 2644 'A <A 'A <A 'A 'A 0 <A 'A <A 4 X 2 2621
8  Nodirbek YAKUBBOEV UZB 2630 'A 0 1 0 0 'A 'A 0 1 'A j 4 2579
9 Daniel DARDHA BEL 2625 1 'A 0 0  j 'A 'A <A 0 • 'A 3 1 /2 2543
10 Abhimanyu MISHRA USA 2550 1/2 'A 0 'A 0 'A 'A 'A 1/2 •  3 1/2 2551

S A IN T  LOUIS, MO April 5-13, 2023 Spring Chess Classic B
Rk Name FED Elo 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Pts TPR
1 Felix BL0HBERGER AUT 2501 • 'A 1 'A 1 'A 1 1 'A 'A 6'/2 2667
2 Dambasuren BATSUREN MGL 2525 'A 0 0 'A 0 1 'A 1 1 'A 5 2542
3 Luka BUDISAVLJEVIC SRB 2488 0 1 • 'A 1 'A 'A 'A 0 1 5 2546
4 Jason LIANG USA 2530 'A 'A 'A 0 0 'A 'A 1 'A 1 5 2541
5 Victor MIKHALEVSKI ISR 2515 0 1 0 1 • 1 0 0 1 'A 4X2 2500
6 Gleb DUDIN FID 2475 'A 0 'A 'A 0 • 1 'A 'A 1 4'/2 2504
7 Akshat CHANDRA USA 2468 0 <A <A <A 1 0 • <A 1 <A 41/2 2505
8 Gergely KANT0R HUN 2532 0 0 'A 0 1 'A 'A 0 'A 1 4 2455
9 Balaji DAGGUPATI USA 2505 'A 0 1 'A 0 'A 0 'A 0 'A 3X2 2421
10 Kirk GHAZARIAN USA 2475 'A 'A 0 0 'A 0 'A 0 'A 0 2X2 2338

LEDYARD, CT
April 5 -9 , 2 0 2 3
1 5 th A nnual Foxw o ods O pen
(9  rounds)
1-2  J ianchao  ZH O U  (CHN),
B artlom ie j M AC IEJA  (P O L )........7
3 -5  Joe l B EN JAM IN.
Jakub  FU S (POL),
O liv ie r CHIKU-RATTE (CAN) .... 6 V2
6-11 E ric LAW SO N  (CAN), D anila 
POLIANNIKO V, S erg io  GER M AN  
(ARG), S ila  CAG LAR (TUR), A rvind 
JAYARAMAN (IND), Qi PANG ... 6

NEW YORK CITY, NY
April 5 -9 , 2 0 2 3
NYC S pring  C hess N o rm s GM -A
(1 2 -p la y e r S ch ille r)
1 N ico  C H ASIN  .............................6 ' 2
2 R obby KEVLISHVILI (N E D ) .. 6
3 -4  Tamaz GELASHVILI (G EO),
F ide l C O R R A L E S ..........................5V 2
5  Evan PARK ................................. 5
6 -7  Kassa K O R LEY  (DEN), A ndy
W O O D W A R D  ................................. 4V 2
8  Josiah  STEARM AN ..............4
9 -1 0  A le ksa nd r OSTROVSKIY, 
A nthony ATANASOV (CAN) ........3 V 2
11 Sai K R IS H N A  ( IN D ) ............... 3
12  E dw ard S O N G ........................ 2 'h

ii ii iii ii ii iii ii iii ii iii ii ii iii ii iii ii iii ii ii iii ii iii ii iii ii ii iii ii iii ii iii ii ii

NEW YORK CITY, NY
April 5 -9 , 2 0 2 3
NYC S pring  C hess N o rm s IM -B  
(1 2 -p la y e r S ch ille r)
1 M ark PARAGUA (PHI) ............7
2 Terry  L U O .................................... 6
3  O live r B A R B O S A  (PHI) ...........6
4 -7  M yko la  B O R TN YK  (UKR),
G ran t XU, H oshua C OLAS,
E rick  Z H A O ......................................5
8  A lice  L E E ....................................... 4 V 2
9  A iden REISS ..............................4
1 0  Z a ch a ry  TAN EN BAU M  ........3
11 A ndreea  NAVROTESCU
(FRA) ....................................................2 'h
12  M ariia  B O R TN Y K  (UKR) .... 1 V2

NEW YORK CITY, NY
April 5 -9 , 2 0 2 3
NYC S pring  C hess N orm s IM -C
(1 0 -p la y e r  round-rob in )
1 J a c e k  STOPA (POL) ...............7
2 Tejas RAM A ............................... 6
3  P edro FRAGA (C U B ) ...............5V 2
4  Jus tin  LEE .................................. 5
5 -6  L io rd is  VERA (CUB),
Iris M O U ........................................... 4 1/?
7 -8  E ric LIU,
N athan ie l M O O R  ......................... 3 V2
9  Ja len  W A N G ............................... 3
1 0  A ndrea  LA M AN N A  (ITA) . . . . 2 'h

SHERIDAN, WY
M ay 5 -7 , 2 0 2 3
S ec o n d  S h e rid a n  W Y  F ID E  O pen
(5  rounds)
1 Fide l C O R R A L E S ..................... 5
2 -4  A lexander FISHBEIN.
Sullivan M C C O N N E LL.
G ary  W A R M E R D AM  ................... 4
5 -6  G riffin  M C C O N N E LL,
Tarquin BEN N IO N  ........................3 ' / 2
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TOURNAMENTS ABROAD
C H O N G Q IN G ,

CHINA March 28-April 3, 2023 FIDE Women's Candidates Final
Name FED | Elo | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | Pts f TPR

Tingjie LEI CHN 2545 0 1 \ 'A  1 1 j3V4 2675
Zhongyi TAN CHN 2526 1 jo  j V6 0 j 0 j . m  2396

REYKJAVIK, ICELAND
M arch  2 9 -A p ril 4 , 2 0 2 3  
R eykjav ik  O pen (9  rounds)
1 N ils G R A N D E LIU S  (SW E) .... 7 1/ 2 
2 -8  M usta fa  Y ILM A Z (TUR),
A bh ije e t GUPTA (IND), M axim e 
L4G ARD E (FRA), G a b o r PAPP 
(HUN). M atth ieu  C O R N ETTE  (FRA), 
Tam as B AN U SZ (HUN), Leon
LIVAIC (C R O ) ..................................7
9 -1 5  Vasyl IVAN C H UK (UKR), V. 
PRANAV (IND), Em re CAN (TUR), 
S idhant M OHAPATRA (IND), 
S ebastien  M AZE (FRA), Q uen tin  
LO ISEAU (FRA), Bala C handra  
DHULIPALLA (IND) ....................... 6 V2

FAGERNES, NORWAY
April 2 -9 , 2 0 2 3  
F a g e rn e s  In te rn a tio n a l 
(9  rounds)
1-2 V ah a p S A N A L  (TUR),
Abhim anyu PURANIK (IND) ......7 1/ 2
3  Sam vel TER-SAHAKYAN
(ARM ) ................................................7
4 -5  E duardas ROZENTALIS  (LTU),
S.P. SETHURAM AN ( IN D )......... 6 V2
6 -1 3  Tor KAASEN (NOR),
C ha tte rjee  KOUSTAV (IND), M ittal 
A D ITY A (IN D ), E rik B LO M Q V IS T 
(SW E), E lham  ABD R LAU F (NOR), 
B enny A IZEN B ER G  (ISR), Emin 
OHANYAN (ARM), K a ido KUU V3TS 
(EST) ..................................................6

MEXICO CITY, MEXICO
April 4 -9 , 2 0 2 3
6 8 th M ex ican  O pen (9  rounds)
1 Jo se  M ARTINEZ (PER) ......... 8
2 -3  S andro  M AR E C O  (ARG),

Lu is C H IM I (M E X )..........................7'h.
4 -5  Lazaro B RU ZO N , H o lden  
H E N A N D E Z .................................... 7
6 -1 3  Em ilio  C O R D O V A  (PER), S ion 
M E D IN A  (MEX), A be l G O N ZALE Z 
(C U B), E rm es VELO Z (CUB), Kevin 
Q U IS PE  (PER), N iko la  M ITKO V 
(M KD ), A lexey C A R D O S O  (CUB). 
David NIETO (E S P )...................... 6 V2

LA RODA, SPAIN
A pril 5 -9 , 2 0 2 3
4 9 th La R o d a  O pen  (9  rounds)
1 -2  A lexandr FIER (BRA), 
C h itham baram  ARAVINDH
( IN D ) .....................................................7 'h
3 -9  V. PRANAV (IND). P. INIYAN 
(IND), S .L . NARAYANAN (IND), 
C a rlo s  C ABR AR E (CUB), Li Dl 
(C H N ), F rede rik  SVANE (GER),
A n ton io  S AN TO S (POR) ............7
1 0 -1 5  N .R . V IG N ES H  (IND), 
Yuanhe ZH A O  (CHN). R inat 
JU M ABAYEV (KAZ), O ri K O B O  
(ISR), X iangyu XU (CHN), M artin  
R O C A M O R A  (ESP) ..................... 6 V2

LA NUCIA, SPAIN
A pril 5 -1 0 , 2 0 2 3
7 th S e m a n a  S an ta  O pen
(9  rounds)
1 -7  Yuri S O LO D O V N IC H E N K O  
(UKR), Y i XU (C H N ), M aksim  
C H IG A EV  (FID), Leon M E N D O N C A  
(IND), A lex O U TO N  (ESP),
M arc  A nd ris  M AURIZZI (FRA),
Ju len  M AR TIN EZ (E S P ) ............. 7 'h
8 -1 5  F rancisco  G U AR DIO LA (ESP), 
Evgeny P O STN Y  (ISR), Angel 
ARAN D A (ESP), O m ar QUINTANA 
(C U B), Ju le s  M O U SS A R D  (FRA),

N E W  D ELHI, INDIA March 24-April 6 , 2023 FIDE Women's Grand Prix
Rk Name FED Rtg 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11 | Pts TPR
1 A. GORYACHKINA FID 12576 • 1 \/2 | 'A | 'A \'A 1 1 \A \'/2 + 7 2626
2 B. ASSAUBAYEVA KAZ 2440 0 • \'/2 j A 1 j 'A 1 1 j 'A M + 7 2641
3 Jiner ZHU CHN 2489 \'A '/2 • 1 j 'A 1 '/2 j 'A j 'A M + 7 2635
4 Kateryna LAGNO FID 2560 j VS '/2 0 • \'/2 \'A 'A j 'A 1 M + 6 2546
5 Polina SHUVALOVA FID 2484 \'A 0 \'/2 j 'A • \'A 0 1 1 M + 6 2554
6 Humpy KONERU IND 2576 \'A 1/ 2 0 | 'A | VS • 'A | VS 1 | VS + \5A 2501
7 Nino BATSIASHVILI GEO 2489 0 0 j Z2 | 'A 1 \'/2 ■ | 0 | 'A j A + 4 A 2430
8 Dronavalli HARIKA IND 2511 0 0 \'/2 j 'A 0 \A 1

• j 'A \'A + \A'A 2428
9 Nana DZAGNIDZE GEO 2525 \'A V2 \'/2 0 0 0 1/ 2 \'A • M + \A'A 2426
1 0 i R. VAISHALI IND 2433 1/2 0 0 0 0 j 'A 1/ 2 j 'A 0 I - + 3 2297
11 Elisabeth PAEHTZ GER 2474 - L • 0

B randon JA C O B S O N , M arcos 
C O LLA D O S  (ESP), Tom as S O S A  
(A R G )..................................................7

CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA
April 6 -1 0 , 2 0 2 3  
D o e b e rl C up (9  rounds)
1 H rant M ELKUM YAN (ARM) ... 8
2 Temur KUYBOKAROV (AUS)... 7 'h  
3 -6  Jam es M O R R IS  (AUS),
Rishi SAR D AN A (AUS), Danie l 
FE R N A N D EZ (ENG), F rede rik
L ITC H FIELD  (AUS) .......................6  V2
7 -1 2  S tephen  S O LO M O N  (AUS), 
Sarny S H O K E R  (EGY), Ari DALE 
(AUS), A lb e rt W IN K ELM AN  (AUS), 
David C A N N O N  (AUS), M atthew  
CLAR KE (AUS) ..............................6

CIUTADELLA DE MENORCA, 
SPAIN
April 11-16, 2 0 2 3  
M e n o rc a  O pen  (9  rounds)
1 -1 0  D. G U K E S H  (IND),
V. PRANAV (IND), Jo rden  VAN 
FO R E ES T (NED), C hopra  ARYAN 
(IND), V lad im ir FED O SEEV (FID), 
H ans N IEM ANN , O ri K O B O  (ISR). 
M aksim  C H IG A EV  (FID),
Xiangyu XU (CHN), C ha tte rjee  
KOUSTAV (IND) .............................7

1 1 -1 2  B harathakoti HAR SH A (IND), 
Yahil S O K O LO V S K Y  (ISR) ........6 1/ 2

SANT FERRAN DE SES 
ROQUES, SPAIN
A pril 1 8 -2 8 , 2 0 2 3  
S unw ay  F o rm e n te ra  O pen  
(1 0  rounds)
1 -4  V lad im ir FE D O SE E V  (FID), 
Venkataram an KAR TH IK  (IND),
V. PRANAV (IND), Leon
M E N D O N C A  (IND) .......................7
5 -9  V uppala  PRRANEETH (IND), 
C h itham baram  ARAVINDH (IND), 
C h o pra  ARYAN (IND),
B randon  JA C O B S O N , Danie l
LEAL (ESP) ......................................6  'h
1 0 -1 5  Daniel DAR D H A (BEL),
Di LI (CHN), Yi XU (CHN), V italiy 
B ER N AD S KIY  (UKR), Peng C H EN  
(C H N ), M itta l ADITYA (IND) ......6

ASTANA, KAZAKHSTAN
A pril 2 3 -3 0 , 2 0 2 3  
K a zakh stan  C hess Cup  
(9  rounds)
1-2 A ld iyar ANSAT (KAZ), S hant
SARGSYAN (ARM) ...................... 7 'h
3 -8  A lexander M O ISE E N K O  
(UKR), A leksey G O G A N O V  (FID). 
B ardiya DANESHVAR (IRI), Hans
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JER M U K , ARMENIA May 2-12, 2023 Stepan Avagyan Memorial
Rk | Name FED Elo 1 2 | 3 4 5 6 7 | 8 | 9 101 Pts | TPR
1 | Samuel SEVIAN USA 2684 • Vi Vi Vi Vi 1 Vi |VS| 1 1 6 2755
2 | NodirbekYAKUBBOEV UZB 2630 1/2 * I o Vi 1 Vi 14 1 Vi 14 j 5 2679
3 | M. Amin TABATABAEI IRI 2677 Vi 1 • Vi Vi 0 Vi Vi Vi 1 5 2674
4 | Haik MARTIROSYAN ARM 2675 Vi Vi I Vi • Vi Vi Vi Vi Vi 1 5 2674
5 | Robert H0VHANNISYAN ARM 2596 Vi 0 14 Vi • Vi 1 114114 1 5 2683
6 | AndreyESIPENKO FID 2679 0 Vi j 1 Vi Vi • 14 14 14 14 414 2631
7 I Frederik SVANE GER 2600 Vi Vi Vi Vi 0 Vi •  | 1 | 14 0 4 2597
8 | S.L. NARAYANAN IND 2661 Vi 0 14 Vi Vi Vi 0 •  114 1 4 2590
9 I Thai Dai Van NGUYEN CZE 2649 0 Vi Vi Vi Vi Vi 141141 • 0 1314 2554
10| Artur DAVTYAN ARM 2506 0 Vi 0 0 0 Vi 1 I o | 1 • 3 2525

HAVANA, CUBA May 3-12, 2023 56th Capablanca Memorial - Elite
Rk| Name I FED I ELO 1 2 | 3 4 5 6 7 1 8 1 9 llOlPts. TPR
1 | Jonas BJERRE DEN 2602 • 14 j 1 1 14 14 1 j 1 j 14 M l  7 2796
2 | Alexandr FIER BRA 2589 14 • M 14 1 1 1 | 14 | 14 1141614 2744
3 | Luis QUESADA PEREZ CUB 2559 0 0 I • 14 1 1 14 f 141 1 1 514 2661
4 | Rasmus SVANE GER 2623 0 14114 • 14 14 14 14 14 1 414 2574
5 | Eduardo ITURRIZAGA ESP 2637 14 0 0 14 • 14 34 1 1 j 14 j 414 2572
6 I Raunak SADHWANI IND 2627 14 0 0 14 14 • 14 1 1 j 14 j 414 2573
7 | Carlos CABRERA CUB 2586 0 0 j 14 14 14 14 •  1 114 1 j 414 2578
8 | Omar QUINTANA CUB 2528 0 14 14 14 0 0 0 | - | 1 14 3 2459
9 I Lelys DUANY CUB 2521 14 14 j 0 14 0 0 141 0 | • 1141214 2419
10j Elier MIRANDA MESA CUB 2516 0 14 0 0 14 14 0 | 14| 14 • 214 2420

M ALM O , SWEDEN May 4-10, 2023 Tepe Sigeman & Co Chess Tournament
Rk| Name | FED | Elo 1 I 2 I 3 | 4 15 6 7 8 Pts TPR
1 | Peter SVIDLER FID 2683 • I 14 114114 j 14 1 1 134141412773
2 | Abhimanyu MISHRA USA 2550 14 • j 14 j 14 j 1 14 0 M  I 4 | 2740
3 I Nils GRANDELIUS SWE | 2660 Vi\ 14 * Vi\ 14 1 14 1141 4 | 2725
4 | D.GUKESH IND 2730 14 j 14 14 • 1 o 14 M  1 4 | 2715
5 | Jorden VAN F0REEST NED 2680 14 j 0 j 14 j o • 1 1 114131412672
6 I Arjun ERIGAISI IND 2701 o | 14 o 1 o * 1 14 3 2619
7 I Boris GELFAND ISR 2678 o 1 j 14 j 14 j o 0 * j 141214 j 2570
8] Vincent KEYMER J  GER | 2700 14 0 14 0 14 14 14 • |234| 2567

N IEM ANN , B ugar RASU LO V (AZE),
M iha il N IK ITEN KO  (FID) ............7
9 -1 5  Tam ir NABATY (IRS),
V ladis lav KOVALEV (FID), A rys tan  
ISA N ZH U LO V  (KAZ), Sam vel 
TER-SAHAKYAN (ARM), T im ur 
GAREYEV, S.P. SETH U R AM AN  
(IND), N ik ita  MATINIAN (FID) ... 6 V2

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
April 2 5 -M ay  4 , 2 0 2 3  
V eze rk e p zo  April 
G M -N orm  Inv ita tional 
(1 0 -p la y e r  round-rob in )
1 A ndy W O O D W A R D  .................7
2 K a ido  KULAOTS (EST) .............6 V2
3 -4  C yrus  LO W  (SGP), Valeriy 
N EVERO V (UKR) ..........................5 ','2
5  G e rge ly  AC ZEL (H U N ) ...........5
6  M arco  MATERIA (FRA) .............4V 2
7 -8  C hethan  ARHAN (IND), 
K arth ikeyan  A J A Y (IN D ).............. 4
9  A ndrew  KAYONDE (ZAM ) .... 2 V2
1 0  Nitin KSHATRIYA (IND) ........V2

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
April 2 5 -M ay  4 , 2 0 2 3  
V ezerkepzo  April IM -Norm  
Invitational (10-p layer round-robin)
1-2  M atias S H U N D I, N hat TO
(H U N ) ................................................6 V2
3 -5  S an d o r FARAGO (H U N ), Jakub  
PULPAN (CZE), M ik los  H ALAK
(H U N )..................................................5
6 -7  Isha S H A R M A  (IND), Fe lix XIE

(NZL) ................................................. 4 "2
8  A .P  JO S H U A  (IND) ................ 3
9 -1 0  Laszlo TAKACS (SVK), Nitin 
VEDANT (IND) ............................... 2

RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL
M ay 2 -7 , 2 0 2 3
Rio C hess O pen  (9  rounds)
1 Luis SUPI (B R A )........................7 'h
2 -6  S im on LAN G UID EY (ARG), 
Evandro B A R B O S A  (BRA), Jose  
C U BA S  (PAR), Yago SANTIAGO
(BRA), N athan FILGUEIRAS
(BRA) ................................................. 7
7 -1 0  Jo se  G E M Y (B O L ), E dgar 
R O D R IG U E S  (BRA), Luis RODI 
(URU), D arcy LIM A (BRA) .........6 V2

BAKU, AZERBAIJAN
M ay 3 -1 3 , 2 0 2 3  
Baku O pen  (9  rounds)
1 -3  Leon M E N D O N C A  (IND), 
A leksandar IN D JIC  (SRB).
V ladis lav KOVALEV (FID) .......... 7
4 -5  S.P. SETH U R AM AN  (IND), 
M aham m ad M URADLI (AZE) ... 6 V2 
6 -1 5  V uppala  PRR ANEETH (IND), 
M ittal ADITYA (IND),
Aydin SULEYM ANLI (AZE),
K azybek N O G E R B E K  (KAZ),
N ijat ABASO V (AZE), Ahm ad 
A H M ADZAD A (AZE), Torn ike 
SAN IKID ZE (G EO), A ld iyar 
ANSAT (KAZ), Eltaj SAFARLI (AZE), 
A d itya  S AM AN T (IND) ................ 6

B EA U TIFU L W IN

Denis Kadric______ 2583
Kirill Shoshin 2278

E uropean Ind iv idua l 
C ham pionsh ip , V rn jacka  Banja 
2023

32.1e4!> 1-0
32...ffxe4 33.Hxg7+

Yuriy Kuzubov 261 6 

Matthew Wadsworth 2439
E uropean Ind iv idua l 
C ham pionsh ip , V rn jacka  Banja 
2023

Max Warmerdam 2614
Olga Badelka 2428

E uropean Ind iv idua l 
C ham pionsh ip , V rn jacka  Banja 
2023

47.±f5  47.1d7l! ffxb6 
(47..Mxd7 48.Wa3+~) 48.®xc8+ 
&a7 49.lLg4+-
47 ...® cl+  48.&g2 ®c6+
49.f3 d3 50.1xd3 ®xb6 
51.®xg7 ®e3 52.® c3 b5 
53.® c2 b4 54.h4 l e 6  55.®e2 
® d4 56.h5 b3 57.h6 b2 58.h7 
&c7 5 9 .1 b l ®g7 60.® e3 
& d 7  61.®a7+ &d8 62.®b8+ 
l c 8  63 .1 f5  1-0

M INIATURES

AN Alper Celik 1961
Mihailo Vujic 2281

E uropean Ind iv idua l 
C ham pionsh ip , V rn jacka  Banja 
2023

l.e4  d5 2.exd5 4bf6 3.d4 l g 4  
4.f3 I f 5 5.c4 e6 6.dxe6 €jc6 
7.exf7+ &xf7 8 .1e3  lb 4 +  
9.&c3 Se8 10.&f2

I  # 1

4 4 4
% to

i  i

±
± A A

A A
A  A * A  A
H n

10.. .gxe3!! Il.& xe3 ic 2 !
11.. .£)xd4 12.&f2 ic 5  13.$)a4 
^,c2 14.4lxc5 ilxdl 15.Bxdl 
®e7 16.b4 Se8 17.M3 9e3+ 
18.&f 1 b6 19.$te4 ?3xe4 20.ixe4 
c5 21.bxc5 Sxe4 22.fxe4 ®f4+ 
23.&el ®xe4+ 24.&f2 9c2+ 
25.&el bxc5 0-1 S.Vaibhav 2542 
-  M.Carlsen 2834, Internet 2018.

12.®d2 &g4+!I 13.&f4 ld 6 +  
14.Axg4 Hd7+ 15.&h4 g5+ 
16.&h5 lg 6 +  17.&h6 B f5  
0 - 1

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiim

Nijat Abasov 2625
Sabino Brunello 2512

E uropean Ind iv idua l 
C ham pionsh ip , V rn jacka  Banja 
2023

l.c4  c6 2 .a t3  d5 3.g3 l g 4  
4.&e5 l f 5  5.®b3 ®b6 6.cxd5 
®xb3 7.axb3 &e4? 7 ...ix b l
8.Hxbl cxd5=

8. dxc6! 5)xc6 8...ihdil 9.Bxa7!l 
5xa7 10.C7+-
9. f3 5jd4 10.ga4 I x b l  
l l.g x d 4  f6 12.®d3 e5 13.gc4  
l d 6  14.®c5 b5 15.gc3 &e7 
16.e4 b4 17.gc4 gb8 18.d4 
exd4 19.J,f4 S ix ! 4  20.gxf4 
1 - 0
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WHERE GRANDMASTERS^^^M 
ADVISE YOUNG PLAYERS

W hat is the 
advantage of 
som eone starting 
to play ch ess at 

an early age? W hen is  
it best to start? And for 
those w ho m ight be late 
in learning the gam e, are 
they able to get back on  
track to becom ing a titled 
player?

The earlier the better, as in 
a way learning chess is like 
learning a language and 
this is known to be much 
easier when you are young. 
Also the brain gets used to 
patterns and calculations 
better while it is still 
growing and developing. It 
is very difficult to become a 
grandmaster when starting 
late. There are only a few 
exceptions to this.

If there are 
three main  
departm ents 
of the gam e -  

opening, m iddlegam e and 
endgam e -  w hat portion of 
our tim e should w e spend  
on each? And w hat is the 
m ost important?

I would say: 20% on 
tactical exercises, 30% on 
opening preparation, 20% 
on endgames and the rest 
on general technique and 
middlegame strategy. But 
these only are guesses and 
most important is that 
you enjoy your training!
For a beginner training 
in calculation is by far the

most important. After all, 
chess is a game, so playing 
against stronger opponents 
and analyzing your games 
with them and later on your 
own or with a trainer is the 
best training.

From your own  
experience can 
you recall any 
specific type 

o f opening position or 
endgam e them e that an 
aspiring ch ess player 
should be sure to study  
because o f its particular 
importance?

Rook endings, as these 
occur most frequently 
and require active play in 
order that many valuable 
half points can potentially

GM K a rs te n  
M ueller

German 
v ice -cham p ion  in 1997

G randm aste r  
s ince 1998

PhD in m a th e m a t ic s  
in 2002 

P ro l i f ic  chess a u tho r

One of the  world 's  
leading endgam e 

expe rts

be saved. Then again, if 
you want to become a 
grandmaster you should 
know everything that is 
in Dvoretsky’s Endgame 
Manual. In the endgame 
the characteristics of the

pieces can be seen more 
clearly than in messy 
middlegames. But, of 
course, constructing a 
suitable opening repertoire, 
which suits your style, is 
also very helpful.

Not everyone can 
be a ch ess world 
cham pion. But 
how can chess  

be o f benefit in life and 
business?

Chess teaches you how 
to handle defeat, learn 
from experience and 
make realistic plans. Team 
competitions can help 
to develop team spirit. 
Endgame theory shows the 
value of knowledge and 
how it can be applied to 
practical situations.

Why would you  
recom m end chess  
to youngsters?  
W hat joys may 

they expect to experience 
on this thrilling journey, 
in addition to those you  
have m entioned in your 
previous answer?

Chess improves your ability 
to concentrate and take 
responsibility for your 
own decisions. Playing in 
chess tournaments creates 
opportunities to gain 
many friends for life in all 
countries of the world -  
over the board or online.
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“ [The] classic McFarland book: a deeply researched, lovingly produced and definitive enquiry 
into an area of chess with a view to being the last word on the subject”— B ritish  Chess M a g a zin e

Jetan. The M a r tia n  Chess o f  E dgar  
R ice B urrou gh s. Fredrik Ekman. N ew ly  
p u b l is h e d . 2022, $49.95 paperback (7 x 10), 
211pp., 149 illustrations, appendices, 
bibliography, index, 978-1-4766-8793-3. 
“Masterful...Even the most ardent Burroughs 
enthusiast will learn something new”—Scott 
Tracy Griffin, author o f Tarzan on Film.

United States Women’s Chess 
Champions, 1937-2020. Alexey
W. Root. N ew ly  p u b l is h e d . 2022,
$49.95 paperback (7 x 10), 238pp., 29 
photographs, 171 annotated games, 93 
diagrams, 60 cross-tables, bibliography, 
index, 978-1-4766-8693-6. “A major 
accomplishment and one chess historians 
will gratefully appreciate...fascinating”—IM 
John Donaldson (Mechanics’ Institute).

Mikhail Botvinnik. T he L ife a n d  
G am es o f  a  W orld  Chess C h am pion .
Andy Soltis. 2022 [original lib. bdg. 2014], 
$49.95 now paperback (7 x 10), 284pp.,
107 annotated games, 128 diagrams, 12 
photos, chronology, appendices, notes, 
bibliography, indexes, 978-1-4766-9139- 
8. Bo o k  ol t h e  Ye a r  Aw a r d — Chess 
Journalists o f America, Bo o k  o f  t h e  
Ye a r  Aw a r d —English Chess Fed­
eration.

MIKHAIL
BOTVINNIK

i  M i

'!'Ie hfe and Games o f a 
V °rU  Chess Champion

Andy soltis

Aron Nimzowitsch. O n the  
R o a d  to  Chess M a ste ry , 1 8 8 6 -  
1924. Per Skjoldager and Jorn Erik 
Nielsen. 2022 [original lib. bdg. 2012], 
$49.95 now paperback (7 x 10) 468pp., 
426 annotated games, 88 photos, 10 
maps, appendices, notes, bibliography, 
indexes, 978-1-4766-9137-4. “Strongly 
recommended!”—Chess Today; “Fasci­
nating”—Chess. Bo o k  o f  t h e  Ye a r  
Aw a r d — Chess Cafe.

Aron
Nimzowitsch
On the Road to Chess 

Mastery. 1886-1924

Isaac Kashdan, American 
Chess Grandmaster. A  C areer  
S u m m ary w ith  7 5 7  G am es. Peter P. 
Lahde. 2023 [original lib. bdg. 2009], 
$49.95 now paperback (7 x 10), 360pp.,
11 photographs, facsimiles, diagrams, 
tables, appendices, bibliography, indexes, 
978-1-4766-9295-1. “Lahde’sbookis 
important, and he deserves our thanks for 
filling a longstanding void”—Chess Life.

Smyslov, Bronstein, Geller, 
Taimanov and Averbakh.
A  Chess M u ltib io g ra p h y  w ith  220  
G am es. Andrew Soltis. 2021, $65 library 
binding (7 x 10), 392pp., 44 photographs, 
227 diagrams, appendices, notes, bibliog­
raphy, indexes, 978-1-4766-7793-4. Fate 
played a capricious role in the lives of 
five of the greatest. Bo o k  of  t h e  Ye a r  
Aw a r d  —Chess Journalists of America

Chess Rivals of the 19th 
Century. W ith  300  A n n o ta te d  
Games. Tony Cullen. 2021, $45 paperback 
(7x 10), 477pp., 54 photographs, diagrams, 
bibliography, indexes, 978-1-4766-8072-9. 
More than a third of the 300 annotated 
games analyzed by past masters and 
checked by powerful engines. Fifty masters: 
with brief biographies, anecdotes and an 
endgame section. “A treasure trove”—Chess.

Chess Rivals of

With 300 Annotated Games

Tal, Petrosian, Spassky and 
Korchnoi. A  Chess M ultib iography  
w ith  2 0 7  G am es. Andrew Soltis. 2020 
[original lib. bdg. 2019], $45 now paper­
back (7 x 10), 394pp., 30 photographs, 
appendices, notes, bibliography, indexes, 
978-1-4766-8364-5. “Arguably the best 
book Soltis has ever written”—IM John 
Donaldson. Bo o k  of  t h e  Ye a r  Aw a r d  
—Chess Journalists o f America.

Andrew Soltis

Orders 800-253-2187 • McFarlandBooks.com



OPENING ENCYCLOPAEDIA 2023

Y O U R  EASY A C C E S S  TO O P E N IN G  T H E O R Y
A n y o n e  w h o  is  s e r io u s ly  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  
o p e n in g s  c a n n o t  b e  w i t h o u t  th e  O p e n in g  
E n c y c lo p a e d ia

T h e  n e w  2 0 2 3  e d i t io n  is  b y  fa r  th e  m o s t  
c o m p re h e n s iv e  t h e o r e t ic a l  c h e s s  w o rk :  
1 ,3 9 6  t h e o r y  a r t ic le s  o f f e r  a h u g e  t r e a s ­
u r e - t r o v e  o f  id e a s  a n d  h ig h - q u a l i t y  a n a ly ­
se s ! T h e re  a re  6 6  n e w  m a jo r  a r t ic le s  a n d  
3 8 4  n e w  o r  u p d a te d  o p e n in g  s u rv e y s  t h a t  
h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  in  t h is  e d it io n .  In a d d i­
t io n :  7 0  to p - c la s s  v id e o s  fo r  2 9  h o u rs  o f 
p la y in g  t im e  in t o t a l !  F o r b e g in n e rs  th e re  
is  a t u t o r ia l  f o r  e a c h  o p e n in g  a re a , in  
w h ic h  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  id e a s  a n d  s t r a t ­
e g ie s  a re  p re s e n te d .  T h e  ic in g  o n  th e  ca k e : 
G r a n d m a s te r  D o r ia n  R o g o z e n c o  p re s e n ts  
c u r r e n t  t r e n d s  in  w o r ld - c la s s  c h e s s . S e ­
c u re  y o u r s e lf  t h e  d e c is iv e  a d v a n ta g e  w ith  
t h is  u n iq u e  o p e n in g  l ib r a r y !

a n d  a b e t te r  o v e rv ie w ! U n d e r  th e  m a in  
c a te g o r ie s  "O p e n  o p e n in g s ” , " S e m i-o p e n  
o p e n in g s ” , "C lo s e d  O p e n in g s " ,  a n d  " F la n k  
o p e n in g s ”  y o u  w il l  f in d  a ll a r t ic le s  c la s s i­
f ie d  b y  o p e n in g  n a m e . E ach  o f th e m  ca n  be  
c a lle d  u p  w ith  a m o u s e  c lic k ,  a n d  y o u  ca n  
ju s t  a s  e a s i ly  s w itc h  f r o m  o n e  a r t ic le  to  th e  
n e x t.  S o  y o u  ca n  f in d  y o u r  fa v o u r i te  o p e n ­
in g s  e a s i ly  a n d  q u ic k ly !

Current trends in world-class chess
N e w  in t h e  O p e n in g  E n c y c lo p a e d ia  2 0 2 3 :  
G ra n d m a s te r  D o r ia n  R o g o z e n c o  p re s e n ts  
c u r r e n t  o p e n in g  t r e n d s  in  w o r ld -c la s s  c h e s s  
in  v id e o  fo r m a t ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  s u c h  th in g s  
a s  g a m e s  f r o m  th e  C a n d id a te s  T o u rn a m e n t 
2 0 2 2  a n d  th e  O ly m p ia d  2 0 2 2 .

Opening Encyclopaedia 2023

Semi Open Games (Part 1): Sicilian Defence 1.e4 c5

70 videos - 29 hours of playing time
In  a d d it io n ,  th e  n e w  e d it io n  o f fe r s  a n  u p d a t ­
e d  c o l le c t io n  o f 7 0  s e le c te d  v id e o s  b y  w e ll-  
k n o w n  C h e s s B a s e  a u th o r s  s u c h  a s  D a n ie l 
K in g , D o r ia n  R o g o z e n c o , R u s ta m  K a s im - 
d z h a n o v , M a rk u s  R a g g e r, M ih a il M a r in ,  E r ­
w in  I 'A m i a n d  m a n y  m o re . O v e r  2 9  h o u rs  o f 
th e  b e s t c h e s s  e n te r ta in m e n t  a w a it  y o u !

T h e  o p e n in g  tu t o r ia ls  p ro v id e  a g e n e ra l 
o v e rv ie w  fo r  a ll k n o w n  s y s te m s . F ro m  h e re  
y o u  ca n  g o  d ir e c t ly  b y  m o u s e  c l ic k  to  th e  
in - d e p th  o p e n in g  a r t ic le s .  H a ve  y o u  a lr e a d y  
fo u n d  th e  r ig h t  o p e n in g s  fo r  y o u ?  L e t y o u r ­
s e lf  b e  in s p ire d  a n d  se e  w h ic h  o p e n in g  
s u its  y o u  b e s t!

Videos

^  R U l^

Improved menu structure
A ll 1 ,3 9 6  o p e n in g  a r t ic le s  a re  n o t  ju s t  s p e c ­
if ie d  b y  th e  o p e n in g  n a m e , b u t  a ls o  b y  th e  
lin e  n o ta t io n  - a b ig  p lu s  fo r  a fa s te r  s e a rc h

A ll n o v e lt ie s  a t  a g lan ce :
• Over 1,396 opening articles with professional analyses

• 70 selected opening videos. Total playing time: 29 hrs.

• 3 videos on current opening trends (1.e4, 1.d4 , and 1.Nf3/1.c4 ) by GM Dorian Rogozenco

• Opening tutorials introducing all known openings for beginners

• 7.444 opening overviews, 384 of them newly created

• Intuitive menu structure, sorting by opening names, comfortable access

O p en ing  E n c y c lo p a e d ia  2 0 2 3 :
Full version U S $  1 2 9 .9 0
Update from Version 2022 U S $  7 9 .9 0

^  OPENING 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

2023

7,444 opening surveys 
1,396 specia l theoretical databases 

Over 40,000 illus tra tive  games 

New! GM Rogozenco: The latest trends

Opening Encyclopaedia 2023

MORE CONTENT. 
MORE IDEAS.
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